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Ferte,  De«  pelagl,  et  pingui  conchylia  succo.** 


No.  74-     JULY  1843. 


I. — Notice  of  the  Life  and  Labours  of  DeCandolle  :  extracted 
[and  translated]  from  the  Address  delivered  before  the  Royal 
Botanical  Society  of  Ratisbon,  at  its  meetinff  on  the  28M  of 
November  1841,  by  the  President  Plrof.  von  Martius*. 

AUGUSTIN  Pyramxts  DeCandolle,  Professor  of  Botany  at 
Geneva,  died  on  the  9th  of  September  1841.  DeCandolle  exerted 
such  an  extensive  and  powerful  influence  upon  the  progress  of 
botany,  that  he  is  ident&ed  with  the  history  of  the  science  in  the 
present  centurv. 

The  man  who  impressed  the  seal  of  his  genius  on  the  natural 
history,  and  especifdly  on  the  botany  of  the  last  century,  Linnseus, 
died  at  Upsal  on  the  10th  of  January  1778.  On  the  4th  of  Fe- 
broary  of  that  same  year,  twenty-five  days  after  the  departure  of 
LinnKus,  and  on  the  same  day  upon  which  the  death  of  Conrad 
Celtis  occurred,  Aug.  Pyramus  DeCandoUe  saw  the  light  of  day 
at  Geneva.  Thus  did  the  spirit  of  the  times,  which  guides  the 
wisdom  of  man,  transfer  the  rdle  of  the  systematical  classifier  of 
plants  from  Sw^en  to  the  verdant  shores  of  the  Leman,  and  place 
it  in  the  cradle  of  him,  upon  whose  urn  we  now  suspend  the 
flower-garland  of  grateful  reverence. 

"  Scilicet  a  tomiilis,  et  qui  periere  propinquis, 
ProtinuB  ad  vivos  ora  referre  juvat" 

Ovid,  Fa»t.  II. 

*  We  give  this  memoir  as  it  has  appeared  in  SiUiman's  Journal  for  lost 
April,  not  doubting  that  it  will  greatly  interest  our  readers.     The  initials 
affixed  we  conclude  to  be  those  of  Dr.  Asa  Gray.— £d.  Ann,  Nat.  HUt, 
Am.  if  Mag.  N.  Hist.    Vol.  xii.  B 
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DeCandoIle  was  without  doabt  the  LiimaeaB  of  our  age.  In 
the  right  imderstandiiig  of  what  he  has  accomplished,  lies  the  true 
measure  both  of  his  own  greatness  and  of  the  work  done  by  his 
predecessor^ — ^lies  the  sum  of  the  progress  whidi  botany  has  made 
since  the  departure  of  Linnseus  from  the  scene  of  his  activity. 
The  importance  of  systematic  arrangement  and  classification  was 
the  leaaing  idea  in  hoth  their  minds ;  and  consequently  both  have 
been  especially  useful  as  registrators  of  the  vegetable  kingdom. 
Both,  however,  were  influenced  and  guided  by  the  ideas  of  vege- 
table physiology  and  morj^logy  wUeh  each  had  formed.  The 
systematic  works  of  both,  therefore,  went  hand  in  hand  with  their 
general  views,  received  from  them  dieir  impulse  and  signification^ 
and  reflected  back  the  spirit  which  distingtushes  their  different 
epochs.  They  are  aeoordingly  as  different  in  their  manner  of 
comprehending  and  of  carrying  out  their  ideas,  as  were  the  fun- 
damental principles  respecti^  the  nature  of  plants  which  pre- 
vailed in  tne  time  of  each.  There  is,  however,  this  essential  dif- 
ference between  them.  The  thoughts  which  Linnseus  embodied 
in  his  system  were  his  own  creation.  DeCandoIle,  on  the  other 
hand^  aaopted  the  ideas  of  the  French  school,  founded  on  the 
natural  method  of  A.  L.  de  Jussieu^  with  the  view  to  their  full 
development  in  an  universal  descriptive  system  of  the  vegetable 
kingdom.  We  do  not  at  present  propose  fully  to  trace  the  parallel 
between  Linnseus  and  DeCandoIle,  although  some  of  its  elements 
will  be  indicated  in  the  brief  sketch  of  the  life  and  labours  of  oUr 
much-lamented  friend :  but  it  remains  for  the  historian  of  botany 
to  exhibit  in  detail  the  relations  which  these  two  men  sustained 
to  each  other,  and  to  the  epochs  in  the  progress  of  the  science 
distinguished  by  their  names. 

Aug.  Pyr.  DeCandoIle  sprung  from  a  noble  family  of  Provence, 
which,  from  rehgious  considerations,  removed  to  Geneva  in  the 
year  1558.  The  younger  Catholic  branch  of  the  fieunil^,  still  ex- 
isting in  Provence,  is  now  represented  by  the  Marqms  DeCan- 
doIle, with  whom  the  Genevan  botanist  alwe^  maintained  the 
friendly  relations  of  kindred.  Augustin  DeCandoIle,  the  father 
of  our  departed  friend,  was  one  of  the  first  magistrates  (premier 
syndic)  of  the  repubUo  of  Geneva.  In  the  early  years  of  his  life, 
the  feeble  health  of  the  child  gave  much  anxiety  to  his  parents. 
In  his  seventh  year  he  suffered  from  an  attack  of  acute  hydroce- 

Ehalus ;  but  fortunately  conquered  a  disease  so  often  fatal  to  child- 
ood,  or  which  in  other  cases  so  frequently  leaves  behind  a  fee- 
bleness of  the  mental  powers.  But  the  youth  and  man,  with  his 
well-organised  head,  fitted  for  the  most  difficult  processes  of 
thought,  experienced  no  further  ill  effects  from  this  distressing 
malady. 
In  the  gymnasium  (coOkg^)  he  was  not  distinguished^  except 
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fcr  his  profioieney  in  Lathi  and  French  versification.  By  the  time 
he  reached  the  first  class^  in  the  year  1791^  he  had  gained  many 
priies  by  his  great  facility  in  versification  and  his  uncommonly 
retentive  memory.  At  this  period^  when  his  body  and  mind  were 
proportionally  and  very  rapidly  developed,  he  entered  into  the 
"  belles-lettres  class/'  a  division  which  answers  to  the  German 
fyeealeunui,  or  highest  department  of  the  gymnasium.  The  Re- 
vdntion  about  this  time  (1792)  overflowing  the  limits  of  France, 
extended  itself  into  Switserlandj  the  government  of  the  canton 
ot  Geneva  was  overthrown ;  and  the  father  ot  our  DeCandolle  re- 
tired to  an  estate  which  he  possessed  in  Champagne,  a  village  near 
Onmdson,  betwe^i  Yverdun  and  Neuch&tel.  The  young  man  had 
until  now  devoted  himself  almost  exclusively  to  classical  studies. 
He  had  read  the  great  Latin  and  Greek  authors  diligently,  and 
with  good  effect  on  the  development  of  his  judgement ;  he  had 
written  many  essays  in  French  and  Latin  verse,  and  knew  by 
heart  a  great  number  of  classical  passages  from  the  literature  of 
these  languages.  Even  at  the  time  of  his  leaving  college,  his  me- 
mory retained  so  perfectly  the  first  six  books  of  the  .^eid,  that 
he  could  go  on  with  the  recitation  of  any  portion  of  them  taken 
at  random  without  hesitation.  The  study  of  history  was  pecu- 
liarly attractive  to  him,  and  for  a  long  time  he  regarded  himself 
ss  destined  to  the  profession  of  an  historian. 

Somewhat  later  he  attended  to  the  lectures  of  Pierre  Prevost 
OB  philosophy.  Logic  from  the  lips  of  this  celebrated  natural 
philosopher,  the  author  of  the  valuable  treatise  on  the  equilibrium 
of  caloric,  had  a  powerful  influence  on  his  excitable  mind.  It 
gave  him  the  habit  of  acute  and  clear  thinking,  and  was  an  ex- 
oeUent  introduction  to  the  different  exact  sciences,  with  the  study 
of  which  he  was  employed  in  the  years  1794  and  1795.  Physics, 
the  department  of  Mare.  Aug.  Pictet,  had  more  attraction  for  him 
than  mathematics. 

Meanwhile  his  residence  in  the  country,  where  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  pass  his  vacations,  had  brought  him  nearer  to  nature. 
Without  any  book  on  botany,  following  the  guidance  simply  of 
the  objects  themselves,  he  accustomed  himself  to  the  art  of  ob- 
servation. At  first  this  occupation  had  only  the  character  of  a 
paatime  or  recreation.  What  afterwards  sudiknlv  induced  him  to 
devote  himself  wholly  to  the  ''  amabilis  scientia,"  was  the  excite- 
ment which  he  experienced  in  1796  in  the  lecture-room  of  the 
exeellent  Vaucher*. 

The  number  of  teachers  at  the  Academy  of  Geneva  was  at  that 

*  [The  teacher  survived  for  about  a  year  his  more  celebrated  pupil  An 
iDterestiDe  biographical  notice  of  M,  Vaucher,  from  the  pen  of  Alphonse 
DeCandoUe,  hi^  recently  been  published  in  the  *  Bibliotheque  Universelle' 
at  Geneva,  an  English  translation  of  which  appeared  in  the  <  Annals  and 
Magazine  of  Natural  History*  for  November  and  December  last— A,  O.] 
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time  very  small.  M.  P.  VauchCT,  professor  of  theology^  who  soon 
after  proved  himself  an  accurate  observer  by  bis  account  of  the 
Conferva  of  fresh  water,  was  giving  in  that  year  a  free  course  on 
botany.  DeCandoUe  had  only  heard  the  first  half  of  the  course, 
when  he  returned  to  his  parents  at  Champagne,  determined  to 
devote  himself  exclusively  to  this  science,  llie  attractive  descrip- 
tions of  Yaucher  had  revealed  to  him  his  own  genius ;  and  he 
chose  at  the  age  of  eighteen  the  vocation  to  which  he  remained 
faithful  during  his  whole  life,  with  an  enthusiasm  which  did  not 
desert  the  man  of  sixty-three  even  on  his  death-bed.  In  these 
lectures  he  had  become  acquainted  with  the  organs  of  plants. 
Retiuning  to  the  country,  he  began  at  once  to  describe  the  plants 
which  he  found,  indicating  them  by  their  common,  not  their 
scientific  names,  of  which  he  was  at  that  time  ignorant.  He 
considered  himself  fortunate  a  few  months  afterwards,  when  he 
received  the  first  edition  of  Lamarck's  '  Flore  Fran^aise'  and  a 
few  other  botanical  books,  whose  true  value  he  immediately  un- 
derstood. 

It  was  the  custom  at  that  time,  in  his  native  city,  for  the  sons 
of  rich  parents  to  study  law.  DeCandoUe  consequently  began  this 
study  in  the  year  1796,  but  with  the  fixed  intention  of  not  aUow- 
ing  it  to  affect  his  future  destination.  One  of  his  friends,  who 
was  closdv  connected  with  Dolomieu,  induced  him  to  pass  the 
¥rinters  of  1796  and  1797  in  Paris,  under  the  eye  of  that  cele- 
brated observer  of  nature.  He  received  his  father's  permission 
for  this  and  lived  in  the  house  of  Dolomieu,  by  whom  he  was 
treated  with  paternal  tenderness.  He  now  attended  the  lectures 
of  VauqueUn,  Fourcroy,  Charles,  Portal  and  Cuvier.  In  the 
Jardin  des  Plantes  he  had  made  the  acquaintance  of  Lamarck, 
Deleuze  and  Desfontaines.  To  the  latter  his  heart  was  pecuUarly 
drawn.  The  gentle  repose  of  this  learned  and  amiable  man  en- 
chained him  as  to  a  second  father*,  and  he  preserved  to  his  latest 
breath  the  most  tender  and  grateftd  affection  as  weU  for  him  as 
for  Vaucher.  These  vrinter  sessions  had  opened  to  him  a  view 
into  the  depth  and  extent  of  natural  science.  He  perceived  the 
importance  of  the  relations  between  physics,  chemistry  and  bo- 
tany; he  perceived  that  the  latter  science  had  reached  a  station 
where  she  required  especiaUy  for  her  completion  the  aid  of  the 
others.  He  determined  to  labour  in  this  field,  and  to  help  to  bring 
botany  out  of  her  isolated  position.  This  was  besides  the  peculiar 
task  of  the  period.  The  labours  of  our  great  M.  von  Humboldt, 
of  Priestley,  of  Ingenhauss,  &;c.  had  extended  the  domain  of  bo- 
tany in  a  sinular  direction.     Accordingly  he  came  out  first  with 

*  DeCandoUe  honoured  tbe  memory  of  his  friend,  who  died  on  the  16th 
of  November  1833,  by  a  <<  Notice  Historique  sur  la  Vie  et  lea  Travauz  de 
M.  Desfontaines,"  in  ihe  <  fiiblioth^ue  Univers.'  Feb.  1834. 
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his  treatise  upon  the  nouriahment  of  Lichens^  which^  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1797,  was  laid  before  the  Societe  de  Physique  et  d^Histoire 
NatureUe,  then  recently  established  by  Saussure  at  Geneva.  His 
intercourse  with  Senebier  and  Vaudier  coniirmed  him  in  this  di- 
rection of  his  faculties.  It  \s  essy  to  perceive,  that,  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  literary  labours,  he  sought  to  make  the  doctrines  of 
physics  and  of  chemistry  available  in  their  application  to  botany. 
We  find  the  same  spirit  m  his  excellent  treatise '  Sur  les  Propri^tes 
Medicales  des  Plantes^  (Paris,  1804$,  4to),  of  which  Perleb  has 
giv^i  a  German  version  (1810)  enriched  with  many  valuable  ad- 
ditions. He  attempted  in  this  work  to  represent  more  fully  than 
had  been  before  done,  the  parallel  suggested  bv  Linnseus,  but  op- 
posed by  other  writeis,  between  the  outward  forms  of  plants  and 
their  chemical  constitution  and  adaptation  to  pharmacy ;  a  labour 
in  which  he  manifested  a  happy  talent  for  tracing  back  various 
pluenomena  to  their  origin  in  general  principles. 

In  the  year  1798  Geneva  was  incorporated  into  the  French  re- 
public. PeCandolle,  finding  his  future  prospects  much  affected 
by  this  event,  the  property  of  his  parents  havmg  been  materially 
diminished  by  the  catastrophes  of  the  Revolution,  determined  to 
adopt  the  medical  profession,  and  easily  obtained  the  consent  of 
his  father,  who  hoped  that  he  would  be  thus  established  in  a  lu- 
crative mode  of  life.  The  son,  meanwhile,  whose  enthusiasm  for 
botany  had  increased  firom  year  to  year,  thought  principally  of 
the  greater  facilities  he  should  thus  enjoy  for  the  pursuit  of  his 
favourite  science.  During  this  year  he  went  the  second  time  to 
Paris;  and  taking  up  his  abode  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Jardin 
des  Plantes,  he  gave  himself  up  with  zeal  to  the  study  of  its  ac- 
cumulated treasures.  Lamarck  encouraged  him  to  labour  with  him 
io  the  botanical  portion  of  the  ^  Encyclop^e  M^odique,'  in 
which  he  wrote  the  articles  Parthenkan  and  Lepidium.  He  also 
assisted  Lamarck  in  the  preparation  of  the  article  on  Panicum, 
Poiret  in  that  on  Paspalum,  described  the  species  of  Senebiera,  and 
published  his  treatise  on  Lichens.  At  the  request  of  Desfontaines 
he  undertook  the  preparation  of  the  text  for  the  '  Plantes  Grasses,' 
which  Bedoute  had  begun  to  represent  in  a  splendid  iconogra- 
phical  work.  He  received  on  this  occasion  the  most  friendly  as- 
sistance from  Desfontaines  and  L^HSritier,  who  gave  him  the  free 
use  of  their  rich  collections  and  invaluable  books.  If  neither  this 
work,  nor  that  on  the  Liliacea,  which  Redout^  published  some- 
what later  (also  with  the  assistance  of  DeCandolle),  nor  the  As' 
tragalogia  published  in  1802,  merit  the  praise  of  exact  analytical 
dewnriptions  of  individuals,  such  as  science  now  demands  of  mo- 
noffrapky,  yet  they  already  foreshow  the  facility  and  acuteness  of 
systematic  comprehension  which  so  fully  chiuracterize  DeCan- 
dblle's  later  efforts. 
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At  this  period  he  contracted  a  close  friendship  with  the  noble* 
minded  Benjamin  De  Lessert^  a  man  always  open  to  ev^Tthing 
great  and  useAil.  The  two  friends  glowed  with  the  purest  en«- 
thusiasm  for  the  ben^t  of  their  fellow-men.  The^  founded  the 
Soci^  Philanthropique^  whose  first  operation^  durmg  a  time  of 
public  necessity^  was  the  distribution  in  Paris  of  the  Bunifi»*d 
soup.  DeCandoUe  was  during  ten  years  the  secretary  and  an  ac>- 
tive  member  of  that  benevolent  society.  At  this  time  he  brought 
to  maturity  another  institution  of  a  similar  tendency^  which  is 
still  flourisning^  yiz.  the  Soci^  d^Snoouragement  pour  FlnduB* 
trie  Nationale ;  he  drew  up  the  statutes  for  this  society^  and  as* 
sisted  until  the  year  1807  m  preparing  the  bulletins  issued  by  it. 
His  activity  in  this  field  of  philanthropy  was  maintained  and  en- 
larged by  his  intercourse  with  many  distinguished  men  of  similar 
yiews^  such  as  the  geometrician  Lacroix^  Biot>  Cuvier  and  the 
elder  Brongniart.  About  this  time  he  received  the  visit  ai  two  of 
the  most  distinguished  citisens  of  the  department  of  the  Leman^ 
who  requested  him  to  join  them^  in  order  to  represent  the  inter- 
ests of  the  department  in  a  union  of  his  Notables,  which  the  First 
Consul  had  summoned.  He  accompanied  them  to  the  Tuillmea. 
Bonaparte  inquired  for  the  representative  from  Geneva^  and  turn- 
ing to  DeCandolle  endeavoured  to  obtain  from  him  the  declaration 
that  Oeneva  found  herself  happy  in  her  union  with  the  French 
republic.  But  courtesy  could  not  bring  the  son  of  the  Genevan 
magistrate^  an  upright  friend  to  his  countsry^  to  make  an  oImm- 
quiouB  reply. 

In  the  year  1802  DeCandolle  married  Mademoiselle  TonvA, 
the  daughter  of  a  Genevan  then  resident  in  Paris.  This  marriage^ 
founded  on  mutual  affsction^  and  made  happy  by  love  and  har^ 
mony^  gave  him  three  children ;  of  wlK)m  only  one  son  survived 
the  father.  In  the  same  year  he  was  called  to  he  professor  hono^ 
rarius  in  the  Acad^ny  at  Geneva,  but  did  not  yet  engage  in  its 
duties.  He  remained  in  Paris  instead^  and  gave  at  the  College 
de  France,  in  Cuvier's  place,  his  first  course  on  botany. 

Benjamin  De  Lessert  had  purchased,  in  the  year  1801>  the  ridi 
and  very  interesting  herbarium  of  the  Burmann  family.  The  dtt*- 
plicates  he  presented  to  his  friend  DeCandolle ;  and  the  latter 
afterwards  acquired  the  equally  rich  collection  cf  plants  made  by 
I/Heritier,  who  had  fallen  a  victim  to  assassination.  These  were 
the  foundation  of  the  immense  herbarium  which  DeCandolle  in^ 
creased,  during  his  active  life,  to  the  number  of  from  seventy  to 
eighty  thousand  kinds,  and  which  may  be  regarded  not  less  for 
its  copiousness  than  on  account  of  its  exemplary  order,  and  thd 
rich  variety  of  original  specimens  communicated  by  all  the  di- 
stinguished botanists  of  our  times,  as  one  of  the  greatest  treasttfes 
in  natural  science  of  all  Europe. 
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At  tbe  same  time  ^DeCandolle  began  the  preparation  of  his 
'  Flore  Franyaiae' ;  which,  although  announced  aa  a  second  edition 
of  the  work  by  Lamarck  under  the  same  title,  should  be  regarded 
as  excfauiyely  the  prododion  of  DeCandoUe,  since  Lamarck  gave 
to  it  only  hia  name  and  the  use  of  his  collections.  Many  years 
were  employed  in  the  collection  of  materials  tot  this  work  m  all 
the  jnovineea  of  France.  The  authw  had  opened  a  ccnrespond- 
ence  with  all  the  botanists  of  the  country,  esf^ciaUy  with  Nestler, 
Biousaonet  and  Balbis,  as  wdl  as  with  many  foreign  students  (^ 
nature, — with  Yahl,  Pallas,  Willdenow,  Jaoquin,  the  younger 
Hedwig  and  others,  and  made  repeated  journeys  throughout 
France.  This  wwk,  a  truly  great  one,  embracing  a  region  rich 
in  plants,  was  the  first  flora  arranged  aoccnrding  to  the  principles 
ofthe'M^K)deNaturelle.^  The  introduction  to  it,  whicn  exhibits 
a  clear  and  orderly  concqption  of  nature,  was  DeCandolle^s  first 
ittempt  to  give  a  scientific  representation  o£  this  theory.  It  met) 
as  weU  aa  the  annexed  '  Clavis  Analytica,'  with  the  greatest  ap« 
{urobatioii.  The  work,  the  sale  of  which  in  the  year  1804  had 
already  reached  to  four  thousand  copies,  is  now  quite  out  of  print. 
It  is  tne  fiirst  book  which  has  appeared  in  France  in  which  we 
Germans  find  a  satisfactory  account  of  Cryptogamous  plants  rest* 
ing  on  actual  personal  examination,  a  class  cf  plants  which  had 
been  before  much  n^lected  in  Fnmce.  The  masterly  manner  in 
which  an  immense  mass  of  materials  has  been  treated, — ^the  ex* 
actaesa  with  which  the  descriptions  are  given  in  a  luminously 
technical  style,  whilst  at  the  same  time  more  is  said  of  the  geo<* 
graphicid  situatiims  of  plants  than  has  been  usually  the  case, — ^ 
stamp  this  '  Flore  Fran9aise'  as  a  work  of  great  ment.  With  this 
slone  wotdd  DeCandolle  have  fulfilled  his  obligationB  to  the  pub- 
lic, had  he  written  absolutely  nothing  else.  So  thorough  a  pro- 
diustion  could  not  but  meet  with  acknowledgement  by  the  French 
government.  Such  men  as  Chaptal  and  Lacqp^de  knew  how  great 
an  influence  on  the  national  welfare  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
vq;etation  of  the  country  would  exert.  He  received  accordingly 
a  commission  in  1806  to  travel  through  France  and  the  kingdom 
of  Italy>  and  to  study  these  countries  in  a  botanical  and  agrono^ 
mieal  point  ctf  view.  For  six  years  he  made  a  journey  each  sum- 
mer, and  gave  an  account  of  his  observations  to  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior.  In  these  official  reports  he  described  the  peculiarities 
of  the  district  of  country,  noted  the  modes  of  culture  in  use,  and 
presented  plans  for  their  improvement.  He  neglected  no  occa- 
sion to  bring  forward  unobserved  truths.  His  noble  independ- 
ttiee  of  character  often  led  him  to  protest  against  faults  in  govern- 
ment, on  which  occasions  he  did  not  limit  himself  to  his  imme- 
diate oimimiBtton«    Some  of  these  official  reports  have  appeared 
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from  the  press.  He  had  at  the  same  time  formed  a  plan  of  pre- 
paring an  extensive  statistical  work  upon  the  condition  of  farming 
and  of  everjrthing  connected  with  it,  which  he  would  probably 
have  completed,  accustomed  as  he  was  to  give  to  his  plans  the 
fullest  development,  if  the  political  catastrophe  of  1814  had  not 
directed  his  activity  into  new  channels.  Only  a  few  portions  of 
that  work  were  completed  by  him.  One  result  of  these  journeys 
was  the  very  valuable  supplement,  in  a  botanical  point  of  view,  to 
his  '  Flore  Fran9ai8e.^  Meanwhile  he  had  been  cdled,  in  the  year 
1807,  to  the  professorship  of  the  medical  faculty  at  Montpelier. 
He  repaired  thither  a  few  years  later  (1810)  to  take  possession 
of  the  professorship  of  botany  in  the  philosophical  faculty  {facuUi 
des  sciences)  which  was  then  created.  He  received  the  direction 
of  the  botanical  garden,  the  collections  of  which  he  soon  doubled. 
His  active  spirit  animated  the  scholars,  who  flocked  thither  in 
great  numbers.  Since  Magnol,  the  chair  of  botany  at  Montpelier 
had  never  exercised  so  favourable  an  influence  on  the  academic 
youth.  The  clearness,  fullness  and  elegance  of  his  style,  the 
practical  bearing  which  he  gave  to  his  teachings,  with  the  genial 
serenity  and  freshness  of  his  character,  which  united  the  glow  of 
the  Proven9als  with  the  serious  diligence  of  the  Swiss, — ^who 
could  withstand  such  qualities  7  His  ready  talent  for  extempo- 
raneous discourse,  and  the  spirit  and  grace  which  he  threw  into 
his  lectures,  made  his  science  charming  even  to  women.  Even  if 
what  passes  by  the  name  of  botany  among  the  fair  sex  in  France 
and  Switzerland  be  not  precisely  Am  science,  yet  it  may  be  deemed 
a  proof  of  his  influence,  that  m  those  countries  a  Imowledge  of 
plants  is  regarded  as  almost  as  essential  an  element  in  the  edu- 
cation of  women  as  that  of  music  with  us  sound-loving  Grermans. 
One  result  of  his  academical  labours  at  Montpelier,  of  great  in- 
terest for  the  scientific  public,  was  the  publication  of  his  '  Theorie 
Elementaire  de  Botanique';  the  first  edition  of  which  appeared  in 
1813,  the  second  in  1816.  This  book  put  into  circulation  a  host 
of  new  and  sound  ideas  in  vegetable  morphology  and  physiology. 
His  talent  for  generalization  is  manifest  throughout  this  work, 
often  leading  Inm,  indeed,  into  by-ways,  which  however,  like 
every  excursion  of  the  true  inquirer,  tend  to  bring  him  ultimately 
to  a  higher  point  of  view.  Two  doctrines,  here  for  the  first  time 
propounded  in  a  scientific  connexion,  that  of  the  confluence  or 
imion  of  organs  {soiuhtres),  and  that  of  their  unequal  development 
or  suppression  {avortemens),  have  become,  under  certain  points  of 
view,  canons  in  observation.  It  may  be  said  in  general  of  the 
theoretical  views  of  DeCandolle,  that  they  differ  in  many  respects 
from  those  of  Linnaeus,  and  often  justly  supersede  them,  because 
they  are  founded  on  broader  and  more  physiological  premises.    I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Martras  on  the  Life  and  Labours  of  DeCanioUe.  9 

do  not  stop  to  point  out  these  difierences.  It  would  be  necessary 
to  enter  deeply  into  their  respective  modes  of  thinkings  to  do  jus- 
tice to  either  of  these  eminent  inquirers  into  nature. 

DeCandoUe's  views  approach  more  nearly,  on  the  whole,  to 
those  of  QtBthe ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  thence  inferred  that  he  was 
essentiaUv  aided  by  our  great  poet  in  the  development  of  his 
ideas.  Even  in  Germany,  it  was  long  before  we  understood 
Goethe^s  object  in  his  doctrine  of  metamorphosis.  But  when  De- 
Candolle  was  informed  of  the  powerful  impression  which  these 
views  had  made  on  our  minds  in  Germany,  he  caused  Qasthe^s 
book  to  be  translated  and  studied  it  diligently.  In  his  later  and 
larger  work  ('  Organographie  V^getale,^  1832,  translated  into  Ger- 
man and  enriched  with  valuable  notes  by  Meisner  and  Roeper,) 
may  be  found  echos  of  Gosthe^s  theory,  and  evidences  of  a  further 
prepress  in  that  direction.  It  is  not  possible,  however,  definitely 
to  assign  to  each  individual  his  own  property  in  truths  which 
spread  with  rapidity  and  force  among  thinking  men.  They  do 
not  (»iginate  from  one  head,  they  belong  to  the  timey  which  ex- 
cites them  in  many  minds  and  enunciates  them  in  various  forms. 
In  this  view,  nothmg  seems  in  more  wretehed  taste  than  conten- 
tion about  the  priority  of  a  theoretical  idea.  The  students  of  na- 
ture freely  acknowledge  that  they  derive  their  ideas  from  the  ob- 
jects of  their  examination,  not  from  themselves ;  they  announce 
them  with  so  much  the  more  confidence  in  proportion  as  they 
reo^nise  in  them  only  the  words  of  nature,  which  they  have  be- 
ocnne  worthy  to  hear. 

The  faU  of  Napoleon  restored  to  our  friend  his  pohtical  inde- 
pendence. He  had  returned  to  Geneva  in  the  year  1814,  to  visit 
his  friends.  The  contemplation  of  the  prosperity  which  the  re- 
public enjoyed  on  its  separation  from  France,  the  associations  of 
childhood,  the  patriotic  pulsations  of  his  heart,  all  drew  him  back 
i^in  to  his  home.  The  poUtical  commotions  in  the  south  of  France, 
at  that  period,  were  not  adapted  to  render  his  residence  there 
agreeable.  Called  during  the  Hundred  days  to  be  Rector  of  the 
University  of  Montpelier,  he  had  to  struggle  with  a  host  of  dif- 
ficulties, especially  as  the  return  of  the  Bourbons  produced  a 
dangerous  reaction  against  those  who  had  served  imder  the  Em- 
peror, and  especially  against  Protestant  families.  Although  no 
partisan,  yet  DeCandolle  was  obnoxious  in  both  points  of  view. 
His  own  country  presented  (under  less  brilliant  auspices  to  be 
sure  than  in  MontpeUer)  the  attractions  of  the  father-land,  the 
satisfaction  of  labouring  for  his  countrymen,  repose  from  poUtical 
cmiYulsions,  and  with  all  these  sources  of  enjoyment,  a  society 
such  as  Geneva  alone,  situated  as  it  is  on  the  highway  of  the 
wmrld,  can  collect  together. 

The  State  Council  of  Geneva  created  for  him  a  professorship  of 
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natural  history^  and  he  returned^  on  the  8th  of  November  1816^ 
into  the  service  of  his  native  country.  The  French  government 
did  not  part  with  him  willingly ;  his  scholars  at  Montpelier  made 
every  possible  effort  to  retain  their  beloved  teach^,  but  in  vain. 
In  Geneva  he  had  lectures  to  deliver  in  Eoology  as  well  as  botany* 
In  this  field  likewise  he  manifested  his  happy  talent  for  instruc- 
tion>  and  all  his  lectures  were  enthusiastically  received  by  a  crowd 
of  hearers. 

At  the  instigation  of  DeCandoUe  a  botanical  garden  was  insti- 
tuted^ of  which  he  was  the  curator  until  his  d^th.  More  than 
500  subscribers  formed  by  degrees  a  fund  Gi  89^000  francs^  ap 
propriated  to  the  support  of  this  garden*  This  is  not  the  only 
testimony  of  the  sympathy  of  his  fellow-citicens  in  what  DeCan* 
doUe  recommended  as  for  the  interest  of  science  and  of  the  town* 
There  was  accidentally  entrusted  to  him  for  a  nhori  time  a  lai^ 
and  valuable  collection  of  drawings  of  Mexican  plants^  made  by 
the  Spanish  botanists  Leon  Mo9ino  and  Cervantes^  in  Mexico. 
These  being  unexpectedly  called  for^  all  the  artists  and  amateurs 
of  the  city  assembled  at  his  request^  and  in  eight  days'  active 
labour  made  a  complete  copy  of  all  these  drawings*  DeCandolle 
told  me  with  glistening  eyes^  that  this  proof  of  the  regard  and 
affection  of  his  fellow-citisens  was  one  of  the  most  deUghtM  expe- 
riences of  his  life.  But  who  among  his  associates  would  not  gladly 
have  assisted  in  scientific  efibrts  a  man  who  was  distinguished  by 
so  much  gracefulness^  by  such  transparent  frankness^  united  with 
such  fine  tact  in  sociaJ  intercourse  ?  He  was  a  keen  obsarvor^  an 
accurate  judge  of  the  hiunan  heart.  It  was  therefore  easy  {or  him 
to  associate  with  all  classes  in  society^  and  to  influence  all  for  the 
good  of  the  commonwealth.  This  is  manifest  by  his  being  choam 
in  the  year  1816  into  the  Council  of  the  representatives  of  the 
canton^  and  being  twice  unanimously  re-elected  after  the  first  time 
of  service^  in  the  years  1829  and  1839>  by  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple. As  long  as  he  lived  in  his  pat^nal  city^  he  was  called  by  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citisens  to  situations  of  public  responsi-* 
biUty.  He  examined  with  a  penetrating  glance  the  condition  (tf 
municipal  affidrs  at  that  time ;  a  friend  of  order  and  ot  a  peaceful 
progress^  he  set  on  foot  many  usefrd  institutions^  and  applied  him- 
self to  the  carrying  out  of  others  which  were  projected  by  con- 
genial patriots.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  formation  and  en- 
riching of  the  museum  of  the  Academy  *,  I  have  ahready  mentioned 
that  the  botanical  garden  was  seated  by  him.  As  president  oi 
the  Society  of  Arts,  he  animated  every  movraient  of  his  fdlow* 
citizens  in  the  field  of  arts  and  manufactures.  He  considered  at- 
tention to  agriculture  of  pecuUar  importance  in  a  small  republic 
which  depends  upon  its  neighbourhood  for  the  neoessariw  ot  life* 
On  this  account  he  founded  in  that  society  a  peculiar  class  for 
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agriculture,  whose  labours  he  promoted  with  the  most  lively  in^ 
terest.  To  impress  the  agriculturist  with  the  importance  of  his 
calling,  to  awaken  in  him  the  spirit  of  emulation,  of  observation 
oi  nature  and  of  careful  reflection,  he  regarded  as  one  of  his  most 
pleasing  duties,  both  as  a  citisen  and  as  a  man  of  learning. 

His  imagination  was  lively  and  excitable,  if  not  creative ;  his 
feeling  for  beauty  was  pure  and  unprejudiced :  he  oould  not  there* 
fore  be  other  than  a  warm  friend  of  the  fine  arts,  and  he  acoom-* 
phshed  for  their  support  in  his  canton  whatever  lay  in  his  power* 
Yet  he  did  not  carry  his  love  for  the  fine  arts  to  excess,  but  always 
regarded  than  merely  as  means  for  the  embellishment  of  life  t 
not  80  the  attainment  of  objects  of  real  utiU^ ;  these  lay  nearer 
to  his  practical  understanding,  to  his  spirit  of  repubhcan  citic^i- 
ship.  On  diis  account  the  Class  of  Industry  in  the  Soci^  des 
Arts  had  reason  to  rejoice  in  his  peculiar  co-operation.  The  r^ 
pwt  c£  200  pages  which  DeCandolle  prepared  in  the  year  1828| 
for  the  Industrial  Association  of  Geneva^  is  a  valuable  testimony 
to  his  varied  knowledge,  and  his  devotion  to  the  manufacturing 
interests  of  his  country. 

The  institution  of  the  council  of  the  museum,  the  improvement 
of  the  schods  through  the  extension  of  special  instruction^  the 
enlargement  of  the  pubUc  hbrary,  the  direction  of  schools  for  the 
people^  the  definitive  (»ganixation  at  an  institution  for  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  his  con^ibutions  for  the  erection  of  a  small  post  for 
tiie  use  of  tin  rural  communities^  and  also  for  the  founding  of  a 
better  system  for  the  instruction  and  examination  of  medical  and 
sui^cal  students — all  these  actions  c^  an  elevated  natriotism 
eitiier  originated  with  him^  or  received  his  earnest  and  effectual 
support.  It  must  be  particularly  menticmed  in  this  place,  that  he 
^rarcised  the  most  beneficial  influence  on  all  the  departments  of 
pubHe  instruction  by  his  counsel,  by  his  powerfol  aic^  and  by  the 
authority  of  his  name. 

It  was  his  constant  ^fbrt  to  increase  the  desire  finr  knowledge, 
— to  extend  the  circle  of  science.  He  was  inspired  by  that  genuine 
aristocracy,  whidi  we  find  also  in  a  Cuvier>  a  Fouroroy  and  a  La- 
place; he  wished  to  raise  sdence  to  the  rank  of  a  princess,  that  she 
mi^t  make  hersdf  the  servant  of  mankind.  In  this  sense  also 
ha  was  a  great  friend  to  pubhcity ;  he  helped  to  introduce  it  into 
his  ixmntry;  he  caused  it  to  be  prized  at  a  period  when  it  had  not 
yet  been  regarded  with  favour,  and  in  whidi  it  not  seldom  called 
forth  suspicicm  and  alarm. 

In  his  place  as  member  <^  the  representative  council,  subjects 
oi  great  poUtical  importance  were  often  referred  to  him.  He  dis- 
dnrged  all  such  commissions  with  as  much  skill  as  independent 
disintaestedness.  More  than  thirty  commissions  of  this  kmd  were 
easeated  by  him  with  as  much  assiduity  as  if  they  concerned  ob» 
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jects  of  his  own  fevonrite  science.  His  jfriend,  the  first  Syndicus, 
^gaud^  who  honoured  his  memory  by  a  discourse  on  occasion  of 
the  induction  of  the  lately  elected  deputies^  mentioned  two  such 
laboiu*8 ;  one  relating  to  a  project  for  a  committee  for  procuring 
provisions  for  the  city  (comiti  des  subsistances)  of  the  year  1830^ 
and  another  two  years  later^  on  the  project  for  reprisals  against 
France  in  relation  to  their  exports  and  imports^  which  had  for 
its  object  the  rejection  of  the  project.  Mr.  Rigaud  remarks  on 
this  subject,  "The  first  report  was  an  excellent  work,  which 
touched  on  the  most  important  questions  of  national  (economy. 
It  introduced  also  just  ideas  on  the  question  of  provision  for  the 
people  by  other  means  than  by  the  government,  at  a  period  when 
the  remembrance  of  a  recent  time  of  scarcity  had  fixed  many  pre- 
judices even  in  the  minds  of  enlightened  men.  DeCandoUe  ex- 
erted himself  to  present  the  doctrines  of  political  (Economy  in  an 
intelligible  manner,  just  as  he  tried  to  clothe  every  other  species 
of  knowledge  in  a  popular  dress.  As  early  as  the  year  1817  he 
had  pubUshed  a  treatise  for  the  instruction  of  the  public,  on  oc- 
casion of  a  disturbance  among  the  people  arising  fiom  the  dear- 
ness  of  potatoes.  In  his  report  upon  die  project  of  introducing 
restrictions  on  the  trade  with  France  by  way  of  retaliation,  he  de- 
veloped the  principles  of  true  freedom  of  trade  in  his  peculiarly 
lucid  manner.  His  influence  in  the  representative  council  was 
great.  It  was  grounded  on  a  high  opinion  of  his  character,  as 
well  as  of  his  extraordinary  talents,  and  on  an  eloquence  which 
expressed  his  inward  convictions  witli  the  fire  of  sudden  inspira- 
tion. As  a  citizen  and  member  of  the  council,  DeCandoUe  pur- 
sued steadily  but  one  object ;  that  of  bringing  opinions  into  har- 
mony,— of  always  drawing  more  closely  the  bonds  of  unity  among 
the  citizens  of  Geneva.  He  exerted  himself  to  convince  his  nu- 
merous friends,  often  of  different  political  parties,  that  extreme 
opinions  could  not  find  room  in  a  small  republic,  and  that 
reciprocal  sacrifices  were  often  required  for  the  good  of  the 
country." 

It  may  perhaps,  gentlemen,  appear  at  first  sight  irrelevant  to 
the  present  occasion,  to  enter  so  much  into  detail  respecting  De- 
CandoUe^s  influence  as  a  citizen  and  magistrate ;  yet  I  find  my- 
self caUed  upon  to  do  so  on  many  accounts.  In  the  first  places, 
we  thus  learn  to  appreciate  the  whole  power  of  a  mind,  which 
could  combine  with  an  almost  inconceivable  productiveness  in  its 
own  science  so  great  a  power  for  quite  different  affairs.  We  may 
also  obtain  additional  points  of  comparison,  which  may  place  both 
aspects  of  DeCandoUe's  character  in  a  peciiliar  Ught.  This  warm 
devotion  to  his  repubUcan  country,  this  self-sacrificing  attachment 
to  its  interests,  is  a  trait  in  which  he  resembles  the  sages  and  phi- 
losophers of  classic  antiquity.     As  Aristotle  found  time,  in  the 
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midst  of  his  numerous  works  on  physics^  natural  history  and 
philosophy,  to  write  others  on  politics ;  as  nearly  all  the  Grecian 
philosophers,  in  addition  to  their  widely  di£ferent  pursuits,  were 
also  practical  or  theoretical  statesmen,  so  we  find  the  citizen  of  the 
small  Swiss  canton  penetrated  with  ideas  and  feelings  which  be-^ 
long  to  him  only  as  a  citizen  of  this  inconsiderable  spot  of  earth  • 
he,  the  same  man  whose  writings,  composed  in  either  the  Latin 
or  French  language,  are  read  from  the  Ganges  to  the  Mississippi. 
We  cannot  escape  the  thought,  that  so  active  a  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  community  could  only  exist  in  the  mind  of  a 
learned  man  in  whom  the  ancient  associations  of  republicanism 
have  not  given  place  to  the  modem  spirit, — the  spirit  of  monar- 
chical centralization.  This  old  classical  mode  of  thinking  showed 
itself  in  many  other  great  Swiss  scholars,  in  Conrad  Gessner,  Alb. 
von  Haller,  Saussure,  &c.,  as  well  as  in  DeCandolle,  though  not 
in  an  equal  d^ree ;  for  however  attached  from  inward  convic- 
tion to  the  form  of  government  of  their  country,  not  one  of  them 
had  so  earnest  a  desire  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  internal  afiairs 
of  the  repubhc.  They  were  all  rather  theoretical  students ;  while 
in  DeCandolle  was  reflected  the  spirit  of  our  age,  which  passes 
onward  from  theory,  from  pure  science,  into  realization  in  the 
form,of  usefrd  ideas.  The  thought  of  the  dignity  and  perfecti- 
bihty  of  man,  which  the  French  Revolution  had  so  often  in  its 
mouth,  only  to  degrade,  shone  out  in  the  noble-minded,  ardent 
citizen  of  Geneva, — a  son  of  the  Revolution  in  the  highest  sense 
of  the  word. 

A  comparison  of  Linnseus  with  DeCandolle  in  this  point  of 
view,  will  result  greatly  in  favour  of  the  latter.  We  see  Linnseus 
in  Upsal,  a  remote  and  inconsiderable  imiversity-town  of  the 
North,  active  in  the  professor's  chair,  where  he  is  surrounded  by 
a  crowd  of  young  men  eager  for  knowledge  from  almost  every 
part  of  the  earth ;  or  we  see  him  at  the  writing-table  of  a  small 
room,  fit>m  which  the  dictator  of  natural  history  sends  through- 
out the  world  his  works,  written  in  that  terse,  genial  Latin  in 
which  his  whole  self  is  mirrored.  There  only  hves  Linnseus ;  or 
in  aula  academica,  presiding  over  the  discussions  of  his  scholars ; 
or  in  the  small  primitive  botanical  garden,  where  the  registrator 
of  the  vegetable  kingdom  walks  between  formal  rows  of  box  and 
r^ular  flower-beds  in  silent  meditation.  The  northern  natural 
histxHrian  withdrew  himself  from  the  world ;  he  did  not  even  deign 
to  take  part  in  the  administration  of  the  academic  senate,  which 
he  r^arded  only  as  a  burden.  Restricting  his  society  to  a  few 
friends,  and  to  the  unfrequent  visitors  from  other  coimtries,  Lin- 
naeus looked  not  upon  the  bustie  of  the  world,  except  sometimes 
to  deprecate  it ;  omy  in  the  concrete  study  of  nature  does  he  find 
himself  at  ease.  He  is  no  cosmopolite^  except  that  he  studies  na- 
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ture  in  ev^  sone;  he  recommends  Swedish  medicinal  and  escu^- 
lent  plants  mstead  of  those  which  distant  countries  might  ofiier. 
His  mind  becomes  a  denixen  of  every  comer  of  the  earthy  but  he 
belongs  personally  to  Sweden  alone.  He  allowed  all  poUtical  com* 
motions  to  pass  by  him  unheeded  while  abs<»*bed  in  the  contem^ 
plation  of  nature ;  chained  to  his  little  inkstand^  from  which  he 
scattered  through  the  world,  with  luminous,  aphoristic  geniality^ 
his  thoughts,  his  anticipations  of  higher  wisdom, — ahnost  always 
expressed  in  the  language  of  Scripture,  and  with  an  emphatic 
unction. 

How  entirely  different  was  DeCandoUe  I  He  is  the  man  of  the 
council,  the  man  of  the  people.  His  power  was  felt  as  well  in  the 
Grenevan  repubUc  as  in  the  repubUc  of  letters.  No  movement  in 
the  poUtical  world  is  to  him  a  matter  of  indifference.  He  notioes 
every  change,  and  marks  its  relations  to  the  progress  of  sdenoe^ 
If  he  open  his  lecture*room,  it  is  not  merely  active  young  men 
who  sit  attentive  at  his  feet :  the  Slite  oi  me  fashionable  world 
and  of  the  higher  walks  are  among  his  auditors ;  men  and  women 
of  his  own  city,  and  numerous  travellers  from  distant  lands,  who, 
between  Paris  and  Rome,  crowd  the  hi^way  of  European  travel, 
passing  through  Geneva,  all  feUoitate  themselves  upon  having 
listened  to  his  eloquent  discourses.  Whilst  the  northern  student 
of  nature  meditates  in  soUtude  by  the  Ught  of  his  study-lamp,  the 
pride  of  the  learned  world  of  Geneva,  in  his  saloon,  surrounded  by 
the  comforts  of  a  half-English,  half-French  establishment,  re- 
ceives the  visits  of  rich  or  celebicated  friends  and  of  his  fellow- 
oitisens,  who  talk  of  the  movements  of  the  political  world,  consult 
with  him  on  the  interests  of  their  country,  or  listen  to  the  voice 
of  some  enUghtened  citizen  of  the  world,  with  lively  interest  in 
his  far-reaching  plans. 

Thus  are  portrayed,  in  the  persons  of  Linnseus  and  of  DeCan- 
doUe, not  merelv  the  state  of  the  natural  sciences,  but  also  the 
more  universal  features  of  the  spirit  of  their  respective  seras,  as 
exhibited  in  the  school  and  in  life. 

But  in  order  to  complete  the  portrait  of  our  departed  firiend,  I 
must  now  give  a  more  particular  account  of  those  Uterary  works 
which  he  commenced  soon  after  his  return  to  Geneva,  when  his 
mind  had  attained  its  fuU  maturity ;  those  works  which  especiaUy 
authorize  us  to  term  him  the  Linnseus  of  our  time ;  I  mean  his 
universal  system  of  plants  (an  undertaking  which  was  the  result 
of  the  observations  of  many  years  of  repeated  visits  to  the  great 
collections  of  plants  in  Fans  and  London*,  and  of  a  diUgent  cor- 
respondence with  all  the  considerable  botanists  of  the  world),  which 
he  began  to  publish  in  the  year  1818,  and  continued  to  labour 

•  In  1816  M.  DeCandolIa  yisited  Sir  J.  E.  Smith  at  Norwich,  where  the 
Linncean  Collection  then  was.— Ed. 
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i^Mm  with  tmeiampled  dilig«aioe  until  the  end  of  his  days.  Since 
the  death  (tf  Willdenow  (in  the  year  1810)  and  the  pnblieaticm  (tf  the 
^Bnehindion  Botanieon'  of  Pertoon  in  1809^  botanical  Uterature 
eompnaed  no  work  which  presented  a  univeraal  view  of  all  known 
plants  aeo(»rding  to  thar  genera  and  speeiea.  The  new  edition 
of  the  ^  Syatema  Yegetabihnm'  of  Romer  and  Sohultes  made  but 
Uttle  progress  after  the  death  (tf  the  former.  Ilie^stematio 
knowledge  of  plants  remained  in  a  fluetoating  state.  Whilst  nn- 
nmons  monographs  appeared^  and  the  materials  were  multiplied 
by  diaooyearies  in  all  the  countries  of  the  earthy  there  was  no  clue 
to  guide  in  the  labyrinth  of  countless  forms.  At  the  same  time, 
the  necessity  was  constantly  more  and  more  felt  of  arranging 
pknts,  not  in  the  dead  framework  of  the  Tiinnwan  sexual  system, 
but  aocQvding  to  the  so-called  natural  families  in  a  oomprehensive 
icientifie  whole.  If  we  are  not  even  yet  able  to  conceive  of  these 
original  types,  as  so  many  fod  ot  the  moving  and  forming  spirit 
pervading  the  vegetable  world,  exprened  in  each  individuied  case 
by  more  or  less  striking  external  characters ;  if  we  are  obliged  in 
the  first  instance  to  adhere  to  coUective  characters,  that  is,  to  the 
admission  of  a  certain  sum  of  distinctive  marks;  if  it  must  further 
be  acknowledged,  that  although  we  can  perceive  the  principal  cha- 
raoteristies,  as  they  exhibit  thensdves  m  a  few  families,  yet  that 
we  lose  them  entirely  in  their  organic,  that  is,  in  their  univeraal 
oonnexion-«^in  their  evolution,  as  it  were,  out  of  each  other  i  if 
especially  we  cannot  deny  that  the  natural  method  does  not  yet 
bnng  with  it  any  philosophic  satisfaction ;  that  above  all,  the  in- 
ward truth  does  not  harmonize  perfectly  with  amy  8ystem,-«-it 
most  however  be  acknowledged,  that  we  can  in  no  other  way 
attain  to  an  understanding  of  the  kingdom  of  plants  as  a  great 
whole,  than  by  the  path  of  a  thoroughly  concrete  examination,  led 
by  the  hand  of  analogy  and  induction.  The  (German  students 
of  nature  acknowledge  that  such  an  understanding  cannot  be  ob- 
tained by  speculation,  nor  by  any  constructive  method ;  and  they 
can  only  prramse  themselves  favourable  results  by  pursuing  the 
path.opened  by  Jussieu's  '  M^hode  NatureUe.'  In  other  coun- 
tries aiso--^or  example,  in  France  and  England,  more  recently  in 
Italy  likewise — Jussieu^s  doctrines  had  ahready  struck  powerful 
roo^ ;  and  thus  was  the  age  expecting  and  prepared  for  a  work 
which  should  extend  the  applications  of  the  ^^  natural  system,'^ 
carrying  it  on  from  the  genera  in  which  its  founder  had  rqpre- 
sented  it,  to  the  specisg,  and  giving  by  means  of  it  a  full  and  sa- 
tisfactory description  of  the  latter. 

In  order  to  have  a  due  conception  of  the  vastness  of  this  un- 
dertaking and  its  enormous  d^culties,  it  is  necessary  that  we 
diould  glance  at  the  progress  of  descriptive  botanjr.  This  part  of 
the  science,  which  so  many  regard  as  a  Ufdess  regist^,  others  as 
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the  whole  sum  of  botanical  knowledge^  dates  no  farther  back^  in 
a  systematic  form,  than  the  sixteenth  century.  In  1584  Conrad 
Gessner  published  the  first  methodized  work  upon  the  vegetable 
kingdom.  In  1623  Caspar  Bauhin  produced  the  first  systematic 
register  ('  Pinax*),  in  which  about  seven  thousand  species  of  plants 
were  indicated  by  names  and  some  description,  but  without  cha^ 
racteristics.  Toumefort  published  the  first  work  which  can  be 
properly  called  a  systematic  arrangement,  in  the  years  1694  and 
1700.  His  work  contains  9516  articles,  or  about  8000  species 
of  plants ;  and  this  number  was  not  materially  increased  in  the 
next  succeeding  general  work,  the  '  Historia  Plantarum'  of  Ray, 
in  the  years  1693  to  1704.  In  1737  Linnaeus  gave  his  first  sy- 
stematic description  of  known  plants.  As  Toumefort  had  intro- 
duced the  conception  of  genera  into  science,  that  of  species  was 
now  established,  along  with  a  method  of  description  based  on  a 
well-founded  and  enlarged  terminology.  But  Linnaeus,  in  throw- 
ing overboard  a  vast  number  of  old  and  unintelligible  accoimts  of 
plants  as  useless  ballast,  at  once  reduced  the  list  of  species  to  about 
7000,  a  number  which  in  the  later  editions  of  his  '  Systema'  may 
have  been  increased  to  about  12,000.  Since  that  time  the  increase 
of  acknowledged  species  has  been  truly  prodigious.  In  the  last 
of  the  works  of  Linnseus,  in  the  year  1760,  we  find  in  the  first  five 
classes  of  his  sexual  ^stem  1835  species  of  plants ;  Yitman  in 
1790  has  8491 ;  Willdenow  in  1797,  4831 ;  Persoon  in  1806, 
6121 ;  Homer  and  Schultes  from  1817  to  1823,  13,519  species. 
In  J^he  first  edition  of  SteudePs  '  Nomenclator  Botanicus,'  the  first 
complete  'Pinax'  since  Bauhin,  the  niunber  of  genera  of  Phsenoga- 
mous  plants,  or  of  the  first  twenty-three  classes  of  the  Linnsean 
system,  amounts  to  3376,  and  that  of  species  to  39,684 :  the  se- 
cond edition  of  this  celebrated  work,  on  the  other  hand,  which 
was  finished  in  the  current  year  1841,  reckons  of  Phsenogamous 
plants,  6722  genera  and  78,005  species. 

DeCandoUe's  task  was  therefore  six  times  greater  than  that  of 
Linnseus,  if  we  only  take  simple  numbers  into  consideration.  But 
to  this  must  be  added  the  numerous  difficulties  which  arise  fiK>m 
the  dispersion  of  materials  throughout  a  literature  in  which  the 
botanists  of  all  civilized  countries  take  part.  Besides,  in  the  time 
of  Linnaeus,  science  had  much  fewer  foci  than  at  present.  Learned 
societies  have  now  been  formed  in  North  and  South  America,  in 
India  and  Java,  for  the  promotion  of  the  natural  sciences,  and 
separate  portions  of  systematic  botany  are  treated  in  periodical 
publications,  monographies,  and  greater  or  smaller  works,  written, 
not  in  Latin  exclusively,  as  was  formerly  the  case,  but  often  in 
the  language  of  the  country.  Hence  the  acquisition  of  the  requi- 
site literarv  apparatus  merely  is  now  within  the  reach  of  only 
very  considerable  pecuniary  means.    DeCandolle,  with  the  most 
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noble  dismterestedness^  sacrificed  in  this  cause  a  great  portion  of 
his  estate. 

EquaD^  formidable  are  the  internal  obstacles  attendant  upon 
the  examination  of  vast  collections  of  plants.  The  characteristics 
of  the  genera  according  to  the  natural  method  are  made  to  rest 
upon  organic  peculiarities,  which  scarcely  required  a  notice  in  the 
linnaean  system ;  such  for  example  as  the  internal  structure  of 
the  ovary,  the  ovule,  and  the  seeds.  The  use  of  the  microscope, 
n^ected  by  Linnaeus,  is  now  become  quite  indispensable.  The 
distingniahmg  marks  of  species  are  founded  on  numerous  and 
(rften  very  minute  differences,  which  require  a  close  examination 
of  all  the  parts.  To  make  out  a  diagnosis,  the  description  must 
now  be  more  circumstantial  than  formerly,  when  a  few  words  were 
sufficient  to  discriminate  between  related  species.  Linnseus's 
*  Systema  Plantarum,'  in  the  Reichardt  edition  of  1779,  describes 
seven  species  of  the  genus  Eugenia,  and  only  thirteen  of  Myrtus. 
DeCandolle,  in  the  year  1828,  has  194  of  the  former  genus  and 
145  of  the  latter,  of  which  he  forms  two  divisions.  It  is  obvious 
to  every  one*  that  this  immense  increase  of  the  labour  of  the  sy- 
stematic describer  must  weigh  heavily  upon  each  separate  species. 
To  this  must  be  added,  finally,  the  necessity  of  regarding  each 
plant  no  longer  merely  as  a  prepared,  or,  as  it  were,  crystallized 
production  of  nature,  as  was  done  by  Linnseus,  but  as  a  hving  and 
acting  self-developing  being;  a  view  which  has  been  elicited  by 
the  doctrines  of  morphol<^,  and  which  cannot  now  be  wholly 
excluded  £rom  merely  descriptive  treatises. 

DeCandolle  began  his  great  work  in  the  year  1818,  in  an  ex- 
tended form,  und^  the  title  of  '  Regni  Vegetabilis  Systema  Natu- 
rale.^  Two  volumes  had  already  appeared,  when  he  perceived  that 
so  immense  a  field  laughed  to  scorn  the  limits  of  human  life ;  he 
therefore  adopted  a  condensed  form,  and  published  seven  volumes 
between  the  years  1824  and  1838.  With  an  enthusiasm  which 
has  perhaps  never  inspired  any  other  botanist,  he  devoted  the 
greater  part  of  the  day  to  this  gigantic  task.  Still  he  was  not  able 
to  go  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  in  this 
manner.  The  work  was  interrupted  by  his  death  in  the  middle 
of  the  eighth  volume ;  and  a  great  portion  of  the  so-called  Mono- 
petalous  plants,  as  well  as  the  classes  of  Monocotyledones  and  Aco' 
tyledones,  are  yet  untouched. 

DeCandolle  appears  peculiarly  great  in  the  accurate  compre- 
hension of  the  characters  both  of  genera  and  species.  In  the  de- 
scription of  distinctive  marks,  he  not  unfirequently  departs  from 
the  terminology  of  the  Linmean  school.  TVliilst  he  at  times  de- 
scribes a  given  object  with  admirable  art,  conveying  the  most 
lively  image  to  the  mind,  his  expressions  occasionally  fail  of  this 
distinctness.     No  one  who  can  realize  the  greatness  of  the  task 

Ann.  ^Mi^.N.  Hist.  Vol.^.  C 
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will  be  surprised,  that  amidst  such  an  overwhelming  mass  of  ma^ 
terials,  some  objects  should  be  described  after  a  less  thorough  ex- 
amination and  scrutiny.  But  we  never  fail  to  recognise  the  intel- 
ligent, penetrating  systematizer,  furnished  with  the  happiest  talent 
for  combination,  even  when  not  altogether  fortunate  or  thorough 
in  his  observation  of  the  particular  subject.  Well  has  the  great- 
est EngUsh  botanist  said  of  him — his  head  is  still  better  than  hu 
eye. 

DeCandoUe  has  given  a  fuller  development  of  his  morphological 
and  systematic  views  respecting  particular  families  of  plants  and 
genera,  in  a  series  of  treatises  which  have  been  regarded  as  models 
of  monc^aphical  labour  by  all  systematic  botanists*.  It  should 
be  particularly  mentioned  here,  that  he  enriched  the  geography  of 
plants,  elevated  by  Alex,  von  Humboldt  to  the  dignity  of  a  pecu- 
liar science,  with  many  important  facts,  and  exhibited  also  the 
practical  aspect  of  this  study.  His  general  views  on  this  subject 
are  laid  down  in  a  valuable  ''Essai  El^mentaire  de  (J^ographie 
Botanique,^^  published  in  the  18th  part  of  the  '  Dictionnaire  dea 
Sciences  Naturelles.' 

I  pass  over  many  of  the  minor  scientific  labours  of  this  unwet- 
riedly  active  man,  such  as  his  systematic  account  of  the  species 
of  Cabbage,  his  description  of  remarkable  plants  of  the  Genevan 
botanical  garden,  and  numerous  contributions  to  the  memoirs  of 
various  scientific  associations,  who  vied  with  each  other  in  thus 
appropriating  the  activity  of  this  admirable  man.  More  than  a 
himdred  diplomas  from  learned  societies  in  every  part  of  the  civi- 
lised world  testify  his  scientific  eminence  and  the  extension  of 
his  literary  relations.  Since  1808  he  has  belonged  to  the  Royal 
Bavarian  Academy  of  Sciences ;  since  1822  to  l£e  Royal  Society 
of  London.  In  the  year  1826  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  eight  £»- 
sodSs  (trangers  of  me  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris ;  and 
King  Louis  Phihppe  has  testified  his  respect  for  the  learned  Ge- 
nevan by  bestowing  upon  him  the  cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honour. 

These  various  marks  of  respect  could  not  dazzle  a  man,  who,  in 
the  most  animated  intercourse  with  science  and  with  mankind^ 
perceived  the  endlessness  of  the  subjects  of  inquiry,  and  who  ex- 
aggerated neither  the  measure  of  his  own  limited  powers  nor  the 
amount  of  his  influence.  Like  all  truly  great  men,  DeCandolk 
was  modest ;  and  the  consciousness  of  his  own  worth  is  shown 
only  in  the  lenity  with  which  he  judged  others,  and  in  the  hearti- 
ness with  which  he  applauded  their  services.  His  twofold  enthu- 
siasm to  increase  the  knowledge  and  advance  the  welfare  of  the 
human  race,  reposed  on  a  genUe  but  uncompromising  character. 

*  M^moires  sur  la  famille  des  Legumineuses,  Par.  1825,  4to.  Collection 
de  M  ^moires  pour  servir  k  THistoire  du  lUgne  V^gtftal.  Par.  1898 — 1838. 
(10  Mtm.) 
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From  temperament  he  was  impetuous^  rapid  in  determination, 
firm  and  mifaltering  in  execution ;  he  had  the  practical  skill  to 
carry  hia  plans  into  effect  in  every  variety  of  occupation.  A  prac- 
tised physiognomist  would  detect  these  characteristics  at  a  glance. 
DeCandolle  was  of  a  sanguine  temperament^  of  middle  stature, 
firm,  broad-chested,  with  proportionably  long  and  muscular  arms, 
quicJc  and  elastic  in  his  walk,  light  and  brisk  in  all  his  movements. 
His  oval  face,  shaded  by  tluck  black  hair,  and  by  its  somewhat 
dari^  complexion  reminding  one  of  his  Proven9al  origin,  was  not 
so  much  distinguished  by  the  expression  of  a  well-marked  and 
prominent  profile,  as  by  the  high  and  finely  arched  brow,  the  mo« 
bility  of  ^e  features,  the  fire  of  his  brown,  proportionably  small 
^e«,  which  shone  even  through  spectacles,  and  by  the  charm  of 
his  moath.  In  speaking,  the  whole  intellectual  expression  of  the 
man  was  suddenly  elevated.  His  ideas  unfolded  themselves  easily 
and  without  effort  in  discourse,  which,  like  his  writings,  inclined 
ratha"  to  rhetorical  breadth  than  to  exact  conciseness. 

The  poetical  element  of  his  mind,  which  he  manifested  while 
yet  a  scholar  in  the  college,  remained  active  in  him  in  later  years. 
His  fkncy,  both  s^ng  and  rich,  variously  coloured,  blooming,  and 
T^d  in  its  movements,  clothed  his  quick-rising  conceptions  in  a 
light  and  graoeftd  dress.  He  has  left  behind  a  great  number  of 
poems  of  a  lyrical  character,  in  which  he  represents  the  universal 
feelings  of  nature,  or  unfolds  with  grace  and  deUcacy  the  emo« 
tions  of  the  human  heart.  What  we  have  seen  of  these  reminds 
us  <rf  Lafontaine,  DeUlle,  and  of  our  own  Ffeffel.  From  1821  to 
hia  death,  he  continued  his  autobiography  with  great  particularity, 
in  which  are  contained  valuable  materials  for  moral  and  Uterary 
history,  often  under  the  form  of  explanatory  notes.  His  son  will 
publish,  with  such  omissions  as  circumstances  require,  this  me- 
morial of  tiie  untiring  activity  of  this  excellent  man. 

But  while  such  variously  directed  labour  found  in  itself  the  best 
intellectual  reward,  DeCandoUe  was  by  degrees  obhged  to  acknow* 
ledge  the  insufficiency  of  his  physical  powers  for  the  task  he  had 
himself  allotted  to  them.  In  the  year  1825  he  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  his  youngest  son,  a  promising  boy  of  thirteen  years  old. 
The  philosopher  sought  to  soften  the  sorrows  of  his  heart  by  in- 
creased activity^  and  redoubled  his  zeal  for  the  completion  of  his 
work ;  but  firom  that  time  his  health  began  to  fail.  He  often  suf- 
fered from  attacks  of  gout,  and  from  obstinate  catarrhal  affections, 
and  was  obliged  on  mat  account  to  relinquish  his  professorship 
in  1  SS^y  which  was  transferred  by  the  Senate  to  his  son  Alphonse. 
In  the  year  1835  he  suffered  from  a  severe  illness.  He  was  af- 
flicted with  an  asthma  and  a  disease  of  the  throat  [bronchocele?], 
for  which  exoeaaive  doses  of  iodine  were  prescribed.  In  oonse- 
quenee  of  this  he  suffered  from  cedema  pedum  and  from  nervous 
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attacks,  which  increased  until  his  death.  He  was  never  perfectly 
weU  after  1835,  and  his  strength  was  so  much  exhausted  that  the 
progress  of  the  dropsy,  which  from  the  month  of  June  rapidly  in- 
creased, could  no  longer  be  opposed  with  effect.  He  died  at  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  September  [1841] ,  having  lost 
his  consciousness  several  hours  earUer. 

By  his  will  of  the  20th  of  February  of  the  present  year  [1841] 
he  left  his  library  and  his  collection  of  plants  to  his  son,  with  the 
condition  that  they  should  be  open,  as  before,  to  the  in4>ection  of 
botanists,  as  if  in  a  public  establishment,  and  that  students  should 
have  the  use  of  them  until  the  end  of  their  term  of  study.  The 
filial  devotion  of  the  son  has  made  the  fulfilment  of  these  condi- 
tions a  sacred  duty.  Many  distinguished  botanists  have  promised 
their  aid  for  the  completion  of  a  work  which  transcends  the  pow- 
ers of  any  individual.  DeCandolle  bequeathed  to  the  Society  of 
Natural  History  of  Geneva  the  sum  of  2400  francs,  the  interest 
of  which  is  to  be  distributed  in  prizes  for  botanical  monographs. 
The  right  of  publishing  new  editions  of  his  *  Theorie  Elementaire' 
and  of  his  '  Organographie,'  he  left  to  his  friend  and  scholar 
Guillemin*  in  Paris ;  the  same  right  with  regard  to  the  *  Flore 
Fran9aise'  and  the  ^  Essai  sur  les  Propri^tes  Medicales  des 
Plantes,'  he  bequeathed  to  Prof.  Dunal  in  MontpeUer. 

This  is  the  image,  in  its  essential  features,  of  one  of  the  most 
excellent  men  which  the  century  has  presented  to  receive  the  ho- 
nours of  science.  In  botany,  thatCANDOLLEA,theAustralian  shrub 
to  which  Labillardiere  has  affixed  his  name,  is  not  required  to 
keep  him  fresh  in  the  memory  of  his  botanical  associates :  he  has 
inscribed  his  own  name  on  every  page  of  the  system  of  plants. 
Neither  does  posterity  require  the  monument  which  his  native 
city  proposes  to  erect  to  his  memory,  nor  the  new  ''  Hue  DeCan^ 
dolle"  next  to  the  botanical  garden  in  Rochelle,  in  order  to  say 
how  great  has  been  the  influence  of  DeCandolle  in  our  time. 
Exegit  monumentvm  are  perennius. 


II. — Observations  on  some  Points  in  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology 
of  the  Freshwater  Alga.    By  Arthue  Hill  Hassall,  Esq. 

[With  a  Plate.] 

On  Cytoblasts  in  the  Alga. — From  the  high  development  of  the 
cells  of  many  Algse,  both  marine  and  freshwater,  as  well  as  from 
their  extreme  transparency  in  many  species,  it  might  have  been 
supposed  that  the  first  discovery  of  those  curious  organs  termed 

*  [This  favourite  pupil  did  not  live  even  to  commence  the  undertaking 
thus  committed  to  his  chai^ :  he  died  early  in  the  spring  of  1842, — A.  G.j 
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cytoblasts,  which  exercise  an  influence  so  mysterious  on  the  de- 
velopment of  cells^  and  whose  presence  in  cellular  structure  is  so 
constant  as  to  lead  to  the  suspicion  that  the  association  of  the 
two  organisms  is  universal,  would  have  been  made  in  this  exten- 
sive tribe  of  Nature^s  exhaustless  works ;  so  far  however  from  this 
being  the  case^  they  have  not  as  yet,  from  what  I  can  learn,  been 
noticed  in  any  species  of  Alga ;  a  description  of  them  therefore,  as 
they  occur  in  two  genera  of  freshwater  Confervas,  Zygnema  and 
Veiiculifera,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  interest. 

In  the  first  of  these  genera,  Zygnema,  their  structure  is  exceed- 
ingly complicated.  !^ch  cytoblast  is  solitary,  and  usually  occu- 
pies a  central  situation  in  each  cell  of  a  Z/ygnema.  It  consists 
generally  of  two  membranes,  but  sometimes  there  are  three ;  the 
innermost  of  these  being  either  circular  or  elliptical  (the  form 
varying  with  the  species  itself  as  well  as  its  condition)  and  pre- 
senting a  nucleated  appearance,  and  all  are  separated  from  each 
other  by  distinct  intervals  which  are  filled  with  fluid.  The  sur- 
face of  the  inclosed  membrane  or  membranes  is  smooth,  while 
Uiat  of  the  external  is  rendered  irregular  by  the  giving  off  of  nu- 
merous tubular  prolongations  or  radii  which  terminate  in  the 
spiral  threads  formed  by  mucous  cndochrome  and  large  bright 
grannies,  which  I  regard  as  the  unfertilized  zoospores  (PI.  I. 

fig.i). 

Wishing  to  have  a  corroboration  of  my  views  respecting  the 
structure  of  the  cjrtoblastic  organ  descnribed  above,  and  also  to 
learn  as  much  respecting  its  anatomy  as  possible,  I  forwarded  a 
specimen  of  Zygnema  nitidum  to  that  able  and  most  obliging  ob- 
server J.  S.  Bowerbank,  Esq.,  whose  opinion  of  its  structure  ex- 
actly coincides  with  my  own,  that  gentleman  having  in  particular 
satisfied  himself  of  the  tubular  nature  of  the  prolongations  sent 
off  by  the  external  membrane,  and  of  their  termination  in  the 
spiral  threads. 

The  structure  of  this  curious  oi^an  explains  with  apparent  sa- 
tisfaction one  of  the  offices  which  it  is  destined  to  discharge,  viz. 
that  of  a  laboratonr  or  stomach,  in  which  the  materials  necessary 
for  the  growth  and  vitaHty  of  the  cell  and  its  contents  are  received 
and  digested,  and  from  which  they  are  conveyed  by  means  of  the 
tubular  radii  to  those  organs  by  which  the  materials  are  to  be  as- 
similated. 

The  cytoblast,  therefore,  is  at  first  fixed  in  the  centre  of  the  cell 
by  the  prolongations  which  proceed  from  it ;  but  it  happens,  that 
at  a  certain  epoch  these  radii  disappear,  and  then  the  cytoblast 
floats  fi-eely  within  the  cavity  of  the  cell ;  the  disappearance  of  the 
rays,  the  cessation  of  the  growth  of  the  cells,  and  the  assumption 
of  the  charactera  of  reproduction  being  almost  contemporaneous, 
or,  at  any  rate,  events  immediately  consecutive  on  each  other,  and 
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the  two  latter  being  readily  accounted  for  by  the  diflappearanoe 
of  the  radii  (PI.  I.  fig.  2  and  a). 

The  circumatance  of  the  increased  development  of  the  cyto- 
blaatic  body,  subsequent  to  the  removal  of  the  radii,  gives  weight 
to  the  opinion  that  this  organ  has  yet  another  ofSce  to  perform 
in  addition  to  that  of  presiding  over  the  growth  of  the  cells ;  for 
were  it  not  so,  it  might  be  expected  that  on  the  disappearance 
of  the  rays  it  would  shrivel  up  and  at  length  become  absorbed, 
as  is  the  case  with  other  oi^ans,  their  allotted  duties  having  been 
performed ;  and  the  ofSce  which  I  would  attribute  to  it  is  one 
even  of  more  importance  than  that  previously  remarked  upon,  it 
being  no  other  than  the  fertilization  of  the  brilliant  granules  en- 
tering into  the  formation  of  the  spiral  threads,  and  which  I  regard, 
as  before  noticed,  as  the  unfertilized  zoospores. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  if  this  be  so,  what  is  the  purpose  of  the 
union  of  the  filaments  of  the  Conjugate  and  intermingling  of  the 
eontents  of  two  ceUs,  pheenomena  which  present  themselves  so 
frequently  amongst  the  Gonfervss  7  This  question  is  not  un-> 
answerable ;  but  whether  the  answer  now  to  be  given  shall  be 
deemed  satisfactory,  must  depend  upon  future  observation. 

It  may  be  that  the  combination  of  the  material  of  two  cells  is 
necessary  in  the  cases  where  true  spores  are  to  be  found,  although 
it  would  appear  that  no  such  combination  is  requisite  in  those 
Confervse  whose  sole  mode  of  reproduction,  as  in  tiie  greater  pro- 
portion of  the  branched  species,  is  by  means  of  zoospores,  fertili- 
sation in  these  being  efiected  by  means  of  the  organ  described  in 
this  paper. 

But  I  must  confess,  that  from  circumstances  which  have  re* 
oently  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  which  I  hope  to  be  enabled 
to  make  the  subject  of  a  detached  communication  ere  long,  my 
faith  in  the  existence  of  a  double  mode  of  reproduction,  viz.  by 
true  spores  and  by  zoospores  in  some  Confervse,  has  been  consi- 
derably shaken,  and  my  present  belief  is,  that  the  only  method 
which  exists  is  that  by  zoospores ;  in  which  case  the  commingling 
of  the  contents  of  two  cells,  and  the  formation  of  large  sphericfd 
or  elliptical  bodies  furnished  with  membranes  by  such  commingling 
and  union,  might  be  thus  explained.  The  combination  might  fa« 
regarded  merely  in  the  Ught  of  an  act  of  cBconomy  on  the  part  of 
nature,  whereby  a  saving  of  organization  is  efiected,  and  the  bodies 
themselves  as  so  many  sporangia  filled  with  zoospores. 

The  adoption  of  the  view  which  supposes  the  fertilization  of  the 
reproductive  bodies  by  means  of  the  organ  whose  complicated 
anatomy  has  been  dwelt  upon,  would  have  the  effect  of  removing 
some  grand  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  complete  understanding 
of  these  most  interesting  productions.  Thus,  first,  by  furnishing 
a  definite  organ  whereby  fertilization  is  occasioned,  it  removes 
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Uie  iiiabiUty  wluch  has  lutherto  been  felt  to  explain  in  what 
intenninglmg  (rf  bodies  in  all  respects  so  similar  in  organization 
and  appearance  as  the  bright  granules  of  the  Conferve  seem 
to  be^  can  be  regarded  as  giving  origin  to  fertihty;  secondly,  it  does 
away  with  the  anomaly,  which  has  always  appeared  to  me  so  strange, 
that  a  oomlunatioa  of  the  matter  of  two  cells  should  invariably 
take  |daoe  in  certain  divisions  of  the  Ckmfervoid  tribe  of  produc-  . 
tionsy  while  in  other  divisions  of  the  same  tribe,  which  could  not 
be  supposed  to  differ  fundamentally  from  the  former,  no  such  ph»«> 
nomenon  has  hitherto  been  reoogmsed,  by  showing  that  this  com- 
binatioQ  is  not  an  essential  to  the  perpetuation  of  the  species ; 
and  thirdly,  it  explains  the  permanence  of  species  which  have 
perished  before  union  of  the  endochrome  and  formation  of  spores 
have  taken  place. 

I  do  not  wish  to  assert  that  the  above  opinions  rest  in  their 
entirety  upon  conclusive  facts,  but  would  merely  remark  that  they 
are  opposed  to  no  known  e^ablished  fact  in  the  history  of  the 
CordenrWy  and  that  instead  of  adding  to  the  difficulties  wnich  en- 
velope some  points  in  the  physiology  of  these  productions^  they 
have  the  advantage  of  removmg  several  obscurities.  Their  true 
value  must  however  be  developed  by  extended  observation*. 

I  have  detected  cytoblasts  in  numerous  ^^riMnia/a,  but  the  best 
species  in  which  to  examine  them  are  the  larger  kinds,  such  as 
Zygmma  maximum^  Z.  nitidum  and  Z.  belle.  Of  the  genus  Fstt- 
eiUfera  I  have  also  found  it  in  sevoral  species :  they  cannot  always 
be  seen  in  these,  owing  to  the  cells  not  being  transparent ;  I  doubt 
not  however  but  that  they  are  general  in  it  as  well  as  in  other 
genoa  of  Algae,  whether  marine  or  freshwater.  For  its  appear- 
ance in  this  genus^  see  PL  I.  fig.  6. 

In  conclusion  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  observe,  that 
Mr.  Bowerbank  was  enabled  to  detect  in  the  Zygnema  which  I 
transmitted  to  him^  Z.  nitidum,  two  other  minute  (»rgans,  both 
of  which  I  have  since  myself  more  than  once  observed ;  the  one 

•  Since  the  above  passage  was  written  I  have  several  times  encountered  a 
ZygnemOf  in  which  all  the  spores  are  formed  without  either  union  of  the  fila- 
ments or  commingling  of  the  contents  of  two  cells ;  that  is,  they  are  formed 
separately  in  each  cell.  This  observation^  the  accuracy  of  which  does  not 
admit  of  the  slightest  doubt,  is  therefore,  in  a  high  degree,  corroborative  of 
the  opinion  that  the  central  organ  in  each  cell  of  Zygnema  and  other  Con- 
fervfe  is  that  by  which  fertilization  of  the  zoospores  is  effected.  To  this 
species  I  have  given  the  name  of  Z.  mirabiiis.  In  a  species  of  the  genus 
Monpeoiia,  M,  noiabUU,  spores  are  also  fbrmed  in  each  cell.  Another  fkot 
may  be  here  alloded  to,  which  confirms  in  a  manner  no  less  strong  this  opi- 
ni<m,  which  is,  that  although  the  filaments  of  Moupeotia genuflexa,  M.  com* 
pressa  and  their  allies  conjugate  even  without  the  mtervention  of  transverse 
tubes,  yet  no  transference  oj  endochrome  ever  takee  place  and  no  formation 
afiporangia  oeeure.  Thhi  curious  particular  is  the  result  of  continued  ob« 
stnraciao  for  two  sttocesiive  years. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


24      Mr.  A.  H.  Hassall  on  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology 

is  cruciform  and  adherent  to  the  interior  wall  of  the  cell.  It, 
Mr.  Bowerbank  remarks^  is  probably  the  vegetable  structure 
which  secretes  the  raphides.  The  other  body  is  small^  elongated, 
somewhat  curved^  and  attached  to  or  lying  upon  the  plant.  This, 
Mr.  Bowerbank  observes^  is  certainly  a  ''  string  of  minute  cyto- 
blasts;  and  similar  bodies,  but  more  curved,  are  observed  in  the 
soft  parts  of  the  young  lips  of  sheUs,  both  land  and  freshwater.'^ 
More  than  one  of  each  of  these  organs  may  be  found  in  each  cell. 
For  representions  of  these  see  fig.  1. 

The  Rev.  M.  J.  Berkeley  has  kindly  favoured  me  with  an  abs- 
tract of  a  paper  by  Hugo  Mohl  on  the  genus  Anthoceros,  pub- 
lished in  1839  and  inserted  in  '  Linnsea/  vol.  xiii.  p.  273,  in  the 
cells  of  which  an  organ  occurs  bearing  a  considerable  external 
resemblance  to  the  radiated  structure  met  with  in  the  cells  of 
2!ygnema. 

The  following  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  mode  of  formation  of 
this  structure  in  the  genus  Anthoceros.  When  an  immature  cell 
of  one  of  the  species  of  this  genus  is  examined,  a  portion  of  its 
interior  is  seen  to  be  occupied  by  a  layer  of  green  granules, 
through  which  may  be  seen  a  cytoblast,  the  other  portion  of  the 
cell  being  colourless.  Treated  with  iodine,  the  layer  formed  by 
green  granules^  as  also  the  colourless  part  of  the  cell^  becomes  yel- 
low, showing  that  the  whole  is  really  lined  with  a  sort  of  quasi 
membrane.  Gradually  the  green  layer  becomes  concentrated 
into  two  masses^  which  commence  to  advance  more  and  more 
towards  the  middle  of  the  cells^  and  the  edges  of  these  masses 
spreading  in  various  degrees  over  the  inner  wall  of  the  cell,  leave 
intervals  of  various  sizes,  which  give  to  them  a  cellular  appear- 
ance. "  The  nucleus  or  cytoblast,^'  Mohl  observes,  '^  has  no  part 
in  this  formation.  Frequently  it  is  so  concealed  beneath  the  green 
granular  mass  that  it  cannot  be  seen  without  some  trouble ;  some- 
times it  Ues  near  to  or  between  both  divisions  of  the  green  mass 
and  then  more  easily  comes  into  sight,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is 
observable  that  it  remains  unaltered  and  is  foreign  to  the  whole 
of  the  slimy  structure  desciibed  above.  The  latter  seems  only  so 
far  to  have  a  relation  to  it,  that  its  point  of  concentration  is  always 
at  the  place  where  the  nucleus  lies,  and  indeed  between  it  and  the 
walls  of  the  mother  cell.'' 

Subsequently,  the  two  masses  become  divided  into  four,  and  the 
reticulated  appearance  produced  by  the  spreading  of  the  masses 
subsides  into  radii,  which  are  similar  in  aspect  to  those  emana- 
ting from  the  cytoblast  in  the  Zygnemata,  each  arising  separately 
from  the  masses  and  terminating  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  cell. 
FinaUy,  each  radiated  mass  becomes  a  perfect  spore  or  cell,  sepa- 
rated from  each  other  by  distinct  cellular  walls,  in  which  changes 
similar  to  those  just  described  take  place  for  the  production  of 
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odier  spores.  The  great  sunilarity  in  the  structure  of  the  inci- 
pient spores  in  the  genus  Antkoceros  with  that  of  the  radiated 
(H'gans  in  Zygnema,  would  lead  to  the  supposition  that  they  were 
identical  in  their  nature ;  so  far  however  from  this  being  the  case^ 
I  consider  that  all  analogy  between  them  terminates  with  the  out- 
ward resemblance.  The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  regarding  the 
structure  in  Zygnema  as  an  incipient  germ  or  spore  appear  to  me 
to  be  insuperabk;  for  the  question  would  immediately  arise,  where- 
fore is  it^  that  since  the  contents  of  two  cells  generally  go  to  form  a 
single  spore  in  the  genus  Zygnema,  and  since  this  radiated  oi^an 
is  pres^it  in  every  cell,  that  the  one  is  suppressed,  while  the  other 
is  destined  to  give  birth  to  the  future  Zygnema  ?  Supposing  how- 
ever a  satisfactory  solution  of  this  difficulty  to  have  been  made, 
still  another  arises.  It  is  far  from  being  an  incontrovertiblv  esta- 
blished fact,  that  the  eUiptical  body  formed  in  Zygnema  by  the 
concentration  of  the  matter  of  two  cells,  and  usually  denominated 
a  spore,  does  really  contain  but  a  single  germ.  It  is  far  more 
consistent  with  known  facts  to  suppose  that  they  are  sporangia 
filled  with  fertilized  sporules ;  for  this  is  certain,  that  niunerous 
zoospores  are  formed  within  each  cell,  and  which  may  even  be 
seen  through  the  membrane  of  the  sporangia  themselves  by  the  aid 
of  a  good  ^ass,  these  zoospores  beii^g  also  identical  with  the  bril- 
liant granules  of  the  Algse. 

The  highly  interesting  observations  of  Mohl  on  the  genus  An- 
thoceros,  the  accuracy  of  which  is  in  no  respect  questioned  by  me, 
do  not  therefore  occasion  any  modification  of  the  views  expressed 
of  the  functions  of  the  radiated  organ  in  Zygnema, 

On  Tubular  or  Vascular  Structure  in  the  Freshwater  Alga, — 
In  the  genera  Vesiculifera,  Z/ygnema,  Microspora,  and  doubtless 
in  many  other  Algse,  the  zoospores  up  to  a  certain  period  of  the 
development  are  connected  with  each  other,  and  probably  with 
the  central  cytoblast,  by  means  of  a  tubular  or  vascular  network, 
in  the  angles  formed  by  which  the  zoospores  are  situated.  This 
structure  is  most  manifest  in  Conferva  crispata  and  its  allies  (see 
fig.  8),  and  requires,  in  order  that  it  may  be  clearly  seen,  that  the 
development  of  the  species  should  be  considerably  advanced  and 
the  zoospores  somewhat  scattered.  It  may,  generally,  however  be 
easily  detected  in  the  genera  Vesiculifera  and  Zygnema :  in  the 
latter  the  tubular  formation  is  not  arranged  in  a  reticulated  man- 
ner, but  occupies  the  centre  of  each  spiral  thread  (PI.  I.  fig.  1, 2,3). 
It  is  by  the  inosculation  of  the  tubular  radii  given  ofi^  by  the  cen- 
tral cytoblast  with  this  vascular  structure  that  a  direct  commu- 
nication is  established  between  that  organ  and  the  zoospores :  now 
presuming  that  the  cytoblast  in  the  other  Algse  in  which  it  occurs 
presents  at  some  period  of  its  existence  a  similar  formation  to 
that  which  it  exhibits  in  the  genus  Zygnema,  and  adopting  the 
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view  before  expressed  of  its  office  in  presiding  over  the  develop- 
ment of  the  cells,  it  is  clear  that  this  tubular  apparatus  is  de- 
signed to  faciUtate  the  transmission  from  soospore  to  soospore  of 
the  elaborated  nutriment  transmitted  by  the  cytoblast.  The  or- 
ganic mucus  and  endochrome,  from  their  appearanoe  and  limita- 
tion in  the  genus  Zysfnema,  may  be  supposed  to  have  passed  by 
exudation  from  the  interior  of  the  tubes  to  their  surfaces.  See 
fig.  1,2.8. 

On  the  Formation  of  Spores  (Sporangia  ?)  and  their  irmeeting 
Membranes. — ^The  following  would  appear  to  be  some  of  the  steps 
in  the  formation  of  spores.  The  material,  whether  consisting  of 
the  contents  of  one  or  two  cells,  out  of  which  each  spore  is  to  be 
formed,  first  consoUdates  itself  in  the  centre  of  those  cells  in  whieh 
it  is  to  be  elaborated ;  the  zoospores,  which  continue  to  increase 
in  sise,  retire  from  the  surfoce  of  the  mass  so  as  to  leave  only  or- 
ganic mucus  surrounding  them ;  this  then  assumes  the  form  of 
spore  peculiar  to  the  species,  its  surface,  lastly,  becoming  hard- 
ened into  a  compact  membrane  or  membranes. 

Observations  on  the  genus  Zygnema. 

The  species  of  the  genus  Zygnema  readily  resolve  themselves 
into  two  divisions  or  subgenera,  which  are  to  be  distinguished 
from  each  other  by  the  conformation  of  the  cells. 

In  the  first  of  these  subdivisions,  which  for  the  most  part  in- 
cludes the  long-celled  species  of  the  genus,  such  as  Zygnema  ehn* 
gatum  and  Z  quadratum,  Sec,,  the  opposed  extremities  of  all  those 
cells  which  have  attained  maturity  are  considerably  inverted,  and 
which  inversion  may  be  compared  to  that  of  the  &iger  of  a  glove 
(PI.  I.  fig.  4) ;  while  in  the  second,  which  embraces  the  short-celled 
examples,  as  Zygnema  maximumy  Z.  nitidum  and  venr  manjr  others, 
the  cells  are  not  inverted,  but  touch  each  other  by  their  plane 
surfaces. 

The  form  of  this  inversion  is,  in  all  the  species  in  which  it  occurs, 
identical  and  extremely  regular,  its  circumference  being  circular 
and  its  base  somewhat  flat ;  no  membrane  intervenes  between  the 
spores  formed  by  this  indoubling  in  contiguous  cells,  which  spaces 
therefore  communicate  directly  with  each  other. 

At  the  period  of  reproduction,  and  at  no  other,  one  of  the  two 
indented  and  opposed  extremities  of  certain  cells  becomes  everted 
and  protruded  into  the  cavity  of  the  other  (PI.  I.  fi^.  5). 

The  cause  of  this  protrusion,  and  the  reason  why  it  only  ocoors 
at  the  precise  period  of  the  reproducticm  of  the  oeUs,  are  easily 
accounted  for,  and  both  arise  from  unequal  internal  pressure  of 
the  contiguous  cells  on  each  other,  which  inequality  of  pressure 
is  produced  by  the  emission  of  the  endochrome  of  one  cell  into  a 
neighbouring  cell  either  in  the  same  or  different  filaments ;  thus, 
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when  a  cell  has  discharged  its  contents  its  cavity  is  emptyi  and 
no  resistance  can  be  offered  by  it  to  the  protrusion  of  the  inverted 
portion  of  the  adjacent  cell  or  cells^  replete  as  it  or  they  are  with 
fluid  and  endoohrome.  This  explanation  appUes  likewise  to  the 
&ct,  that  when  a  number  of  cells  have  either  emptied  themselves 
of  their  contents  or  have  been  the  recipients  of  those  of  other 
cells  at  tie  tame  time  no  eversion  takes  place^  for  in  this  case 
there  is  no  inequaUty  of  internal  pressure. 

But  while  a  correct  exposition  may  be  given  of  the  cause  of  this 
protrusion  and  intromission^  it  is  not  so  easy  to  offer  a  satis£efcctory 
explanation  of  the  purpose  to  be  attained.  The  eversion  doubt- 
less assists  in  effecting  the  dislocation  of  the  cells^  and  thus,  repro- 
duction being  perfected,  hastening  the  destruction  and  duipersion 
of  the  species ;  processes,  which,  £rom  the  greater  length  of  the 
cells  and  consequent  continuity  of  the  enveloping  sheath,  would 
possibly  occupy,  were  it  not  for  some  special  provision  of  the  na- 
ture indicated,  a  much  longer  time  than  in  the  short-celled  spe- 
cies. A  subordinate  and  not  unimportant  use  of  this  provision 
is,  the  assistance  which  it  affords  in  the  determination  of  allied 
species. 

It  is  remarkable  that  no  nmilar  conformation  presents  itself  to 
our  notice  in  the  genera  Tyndaridea  and  Maugeotia,  so  closely 
allied  to  Zygnema,  for  in  these  the  cells  terminate  by  plane  sur- 
&ces,  winch  however  may  be  either  everted  or  inverted  to  a  sUght 
extent. 

This  peculiar  formation  of  the  cells  of  some  Zygnemata  was  first 
noticed  by  me  in  the  spring  of  184s2,  but  its  true  nature  only 
became  apparent  to  me  in  the  early  portion  of  the  preset  year. 
When  viewed  through  a  low  power  of  the  microscope,  and  in  a 
Xygnema  whose  filamente  are  as  yet  seuarate,  it  exhibite  the  ap- 
pearance of  two  curved  knife-blades  slightly  approximating  te 
each  other  at  their  apices,  near  to  which  usually  lies  the  divided 
spiral  thread,  and  strongly  impressing  the  superficial  observer, 
mnn  the  position  and  aspect  of  these  blades,  with  the  idea  that 
they  are  the  instruments  which  effect  its  separation,  and  remind- 
ing him  of  the  beautiful  provision  whereby  the  section  of  pollen 
granules  is  brought  about. 

On  transmitting  a  short  time  since  a  specimen  of  the  Zygnema 
now  figured  (quadratum),  in  a  state  of  reproduction,  to  the  Rev.  M. 
J.  Berkeley  and  Mr.  Radfs,  but  unaccompanied  by  any  remarks  in 
reference  to  the  structure  of  the  cells,  both  these  gentlemen  no- 
ticed thdur  peculiar  conformation,  and  from  the  former  I  received 
correct  sketches  of  their  appeurauces. 

The  structure  of  the  joints  in  Zyanema  was  long  since  noticed 
in  one  species  of  the  genus  by  Mohl,  who  thus  describes  it  in  his 
paper  upon  the  multiplication  of  cells  by  division  inserted  in  the 
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'  Flora' : — "  In  Z.  elongatum,  Ag.,  the  dissepiments  have  a  very 
peculiar  structure^  which  I  have  found  in  no  other  species.  The 
terminal  surface  of  each  cell  is  not  even^  but  elongated  into  a  blunt 
conical  process.  This  process  can  only  be  observed  in  its  true 
state  when  two  joints  are  separated  one  from  the  other  i  when^  on 
the  contrary,  the  threads  are  unbroken  the  process  is  generally 
introverted  Uke  the  finger  of  a  glove,  and  exhibits  the  form  repre- 
sented at  PI.  I.  fig.  8.  a,  by  c.  This  is  the  common  condition,  and 
in  most  threads  no  joint  is  foimd  otherwise  constructed.  But  I 
have  now  met  with  a  single  thread  in  which  a  part  of  the  articu- 
lations have  the  ordinary  length,  while  another  part  has  joints 
only  half  as  long.  In  these  shorter  articulations  it  was  normal 
that  only  the  alternate  dissepiments  had  the  structure  peculiar 
to  this  species  (so  that  by  these  dissepiments  the  thread  was 
divided  into  articulations  of  the  ordinary  lasgth),  while,  on  the 
contrary,  the  intermediate  dissepiments  exhibited  the  form  usual 
in  Conferva*.'' 

The  observation,  that  "  this  process  can  only  be  observed  in  its 
true  state  (that  is,  everted)  when  two  joints  are  separated  the  one 
from  the  other,"  is  inaccurate,  for  the  cells  may  be  separated  and 
yet  the  processes  inverted,  the  eversion  of  them  having  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  separation  of  the  cells,  and  never  being 
in  any  6ase  the  result  of  it,  but  depending,  as  explained  already^ 
upon  tmequal  internal  pressure,  and  occurring  chiefly  at  the  pe- 
riod of  reproduction.  The  eflFect  of  the  eversion  is,  as  already 
observed,  to  occasion  the  dislocation  of  the  ceUs. 

Again,  in  every  filament  of  those  Zygnemaia  which  exhibit  the  in- 
verted structure,  cells  mav  be  observed  terminating  in  the  ordinary 
manner  of  Conferva,  viz.  by  plane  surfaces,  the  presence  or  absence 
of  the  inversion  depending  upon  the  period  of  the  formation  of 
the  dissepiments ;  the  older  ones,  or,  as  observed  in  the  beginning 
of  this  notice,  the  more  mature  ones  only  presenting  it.  Thus  it 
follows  that  the  opposed  extremities  of  cells  always  exhibit  the  same 
structure,  and  that  this  alternation  in  form  supplies  evidence  the 
most  conclusive  of  the  multiplication  of  cells  throughout  the  en- 
tire filament  of  a  Conferva  by  ^livision. 

Observations  on  the  genus  Vesiculifera. 

The  genus  of  freshwater  Confervse  which  I  have  denominated 
in  a  previous  article  Vesiculifera,  in  addition  to  the  characters 
indicated  in  the  definition  of  it  given  therein,  such  as  the  attach- 
ment, attenuation  and  slight  mucosity  of  the  filaments  of  the  spe- 
cies composing  it,  as  well  as  the  formation  of  true  spores  by  the 
intermingling  and  union  of  the  contents  of  two  cells  in  the  same 

♦  Flora,  1837,  vol.  i.  p.  29. 
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filament^  is  particularly  distingaished  by  the  presence  of  a  pecu- 
liar and  regular  annulation  of  the  enveloping  membrane  of  the 
cells,  which  would  appear  at  a  certain  epoch  to  be  intimately  ad- 
herent to  the  tissue  of  the  cells  themselves  (PI.  I.  fig.  6). 

This  annular  disposition  of  the  sheath  of  the  cells  does  not 
occupy  its  whole  extent,  but  corresponds  only  to  certain  cells  and 
determinate  portions  of  those  cells ;  the  cells  around  which  it  is 
disposed  being  those  in  which  the  spores  are  destined  to  be  formed, 
and  the  portion  of  these  which  it  invests  being  the  extremities 
through  which  no  endochrome  passes  from  the  contiguous  cells 
for  the  formation  of  the  true  spores,  or  rather  perhaps  spcHrangia. 

The  number  of  annuli  which  correspond  to  each  fructiferous 
cell  varies  considerably  according  to  the  species,  and  is  more  con- 
siderable in  the  long-celled  species ;  it  would  appear  however  to 
be  never  less  than  two,  or  more  than  eight  or  ten. 

The  use  of  this  interesting  structure  is  much  more  apparent 
than  that  of  the  provision  already  noticed  as  belonging  to  one 
section  of  the  genus  2jygnema,  and  admits  of  a  most  satisfactory 
explanation,  it  being  manifestly  designed  to  afford  an  outlet  to 
the  imprisoned  spores,  which  it  may  be  supposed  to  do  in  the 
following  way.  As  soon  as  the  species  has  reached  its  maturity 
and  the  spores  have  become  perfected,  the  annuli,  which  are  inti- 
mately united  to  the  cells,  contract,  most  probably  from  the  arrest 
of  growth  and  diminution  of  vitality  of  the  plant  which  occur  to- 
wards the  completion  of  the  process  of  reproduction,  drawing 
along  with  them,  and  thus  rupturing,  the  slightly  elastic  mem- 
brane of  the  cells  (PI.  I.  fig.  7). 

Without  some  such  beautiful  and  effectual  provision,  it  will  be 
evident,  on  reflection,  that  the  spores  would  have  to  remain  im- 
mured within  their  narrow  cells  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time, 
even  until,  perhi^s,  their  vitality  had  ceased  and  the  cells  had 
become  their  coffins;  for  occupying,  as  the  spores  do,  but  a  portion 
of  the  space  of  the  cells,  and  enveloped  as  they  are  in  mem- 
branes, they  can  themselves,  of  course,  exert  no  influence  in  pro- 
ducing the  rupture  of  the  walls  of  those  cells. 

In  aU  the  Confervse  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  some  special 
means  are  provided  for  the  escape  of  the  spores  or  zoospores,  their 
Uberation  never  being  left  to  the  sole  agency  of  decomposition  of 
the  tissue  of  these  plants ;  thus,  in  the  majority  of  the  branched 
Confervse,  and  in  the  species  of  the  genus  Sp/utroplea  as  well  as 
in  many  other  Conferva,  their  liberation  is  effected  by  the  rup- 
ture of  the  cells  in  which  they  are  contained,  which  rupture  is 
occasioned  by  the  development  of  the  zoospores  while  still  inclosed 
within  the  cells;  in  Conferva  (Microspora)  glomerata  a  special 
aperture  exists  for  the  escape  of  the  zoospores  at  the  period  of  re- 
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production^  situated  at  one  side  of  the  distal  extremity  of  each  cell ; 
in  the  Conjugating  tribe  the  zoospores  pass  out  through  the  open* 
ings  of  the  connecting  tubes  of  the  cells^  which,  when  reproduction 
has  been  completed,  separate  from  each  other ;  and  lastly,  in  the 
Vesiculifera,  as  has  been  shown,  a  more  comphcated  provision  ex- 
ists for  the  egress  of  the  spores  and  zoospores. 

Of  all  characters  whereby  the  Vesiculiferm  may  be  distinguished 
from  other  Confervae,  that  derived  from  the  conjugation  of  the  in- 
vesting sheath  is  perhaps  the  most  valuable,  from  the  circumstance 
not  merely  of  its  being  confined  to  the  species  of  that  genus,  but 
from  its  constant  presence  in  all  stages  of  their  development; 
and  not  only  is  it  interesting  as  being  indicative  of  a  Veiiculifera, 
but  also  as  pointing  out  those  cells,  even  in  the  young  and  but 
little  developed  Vesiculifera,  which  are  destined  to  carry  the  true 
spores  when  the  species  shall  have  arrived  at  the  perfection  of  ita 
life. 

Meyen,  by  whom  this  interesting  structure  seems  first  to  have 
been  noticea,  gives  the  following  aocoimt  of  its  characters  in  a 
species  which  he  calls  Conferva  rivularis : — 

^'  The  annular  structure  appears  worthy  of  notice,  which  the 
upper  end  of  many  of  the  joints  of  the  Conferva  represented  ex- 
hibits. This  appearance  is  altogether  analogous  to  the  annular 
structure  observed  in  the  homy  coat  of  the  Campanularia.  In 
those  polypi  also  this  structure  appears  first  at  an  advanced  period 
of  growth,  as  is  the  case  with  the  Conferva,  and  indeed  in  very 
different  species  of  articulated  plants  of  this  family.  The  forma- 
tion commences  with  a  thickening  of  the  membrane ;  the  con- 
strictions then  appear,  which  are  not  spiral,  but  run  in  horizontal 
rings  one  above  the  other.  Sometimes  it  seems  as  if  this  ringed 
substance  were  an  entirely  new  formation.^^ — Meyen,  '  Pfianaen- 
physiologie,'  vol.  iii.  p.451. 

The  above  is  the  entire  of  Meyen's  account  of  this  corrugated 
formation,  which  does  not  in  all  respects  accord  with  my  own  ob- 
servations. The  structure  is,  amongst  freshwater  Algte,  confined 
to  the  species  of  the  genus  Vesiculifera. 

The  purpose  to  which  the  annular  disposition  of  the  homy  coat, 
of  not  merely  the  Campanularia  but  of  most  hydroid  Zoophytes^ 
is  subservient,  is  probably  that  of  rendering  their  polypidoma 
more  flexible,  and  consequently  less  liable  to  injury  from  the 
agitation  of  the  restless  element  in  which  they  dwell. 

I  have,  in  conclusion,  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Rev.  M.  J. 
Berkeley  for  the  friendly  interest  which  that  gentleman  has  taken 
in  the  above  observations,  as  well  as  for  the  valuable  references 
and  extracts  from  the  ^  Flora,,'  &c.  incorporated  with  these  remarks* 

Cheshunt,  May  14,  1843. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  PLATE  L 

Fi§.  1.  A  magnified  cell  of  Zygnema  nUidum;  exhibiting  the  structure  of 
the  central  eytoblast  prior  to  the  cessation  of  we  growth  of  the 
species,  the  tubular  connexion  between  the  soospores,  and  other 
points  in  the  anatomy  of  the  Zygnimata. 

laff,  2  &  3.  give  the  appearances  of  the  cytoblast  subsequent  to  that  epoch, 
and  to  the  removal  of  the  radii. 

.^g.  4  &  5.  show  the  structure  of  the  joints  in  Zygnema  quadratum ;  a 
similar  formation  existing  in  a  considerable  number  of  Zygnemata, 

Ftg,  6.  represents  a  filament  of  Vetictdifera  eapiliarU  prior  to  the  assump- 
tion of  the  characters  of  reproduction. 

Hg.  7.  The  species  in  its  perfect  condition. 

/V*  ^*  '^*  Taaoular  connexion  between  the  zoospofea  taken  IVom  Cottf* 


in.— 7^  Birds  of  Ireland.    By  Wm.  Thompson,  Esq., 
Pres.  Nat.  Hist.  Society,  Belfast. 

[Continued  from  vol.  xi.  p.  290.] 

Thb  Rbd  Obousb — Tetrao  8coiicu$y  Lath. — ^is  common  to 
heathy  tracts  of  every  altitude^  from  the  low  bog,  which  is 
barely  elevated  above  the  sea,  to  the  summits  of  the  moun- 
tains throughout  Ireland,  and  the  adjacent  islets.  In  the 
most  favoured  localities  the  species  is  as  plentiful  as  in  the 
Htshlanda  of  Scotland ;  but  oiur  moors,  instead  of  being  let  as 
in  toat  country  to  the  highest  bidder,  are,  with  rare  exceptions^ 
reserved  by  the  proprietors  for  their  own,  or  their  friends^ 
shooting*. 

On  the  range  of  the  Belfast  mountains,  rising  to  nearly  1600  feet 
in  altitude,  the  grouse  still  maintains  its  ground,  and  in  the  even- 
ingi  of  summer  and  autumn,  when  taking  a  favourite  walk  to  the 
mountain-ridge  to  behold  the  grand  and  varied  prospect  on  every 
side,  and  above  all,  to  watch  the  down-going  of  the  sun  behind  the 
distant  mountains  on  the  feurther  side  of  Lough  Neagh,  and  see 
the  vast  expanse  of  waters  steeped  in  the  most  lovely  hues,  the 
crowing  of  the  grouse  has  almost  invariably  enlivened  my  walk 
home.  To  my  ear  the  call  is  delightful,  from  its  association  with 
the  wildness  of  nature.  When  undisturbed  at  such  times,  the 
alarm  note  well  known  to  sportsmen  as  a  repetition  of  **  the  syllable 
kok*'  was  rarely  heard,  but  the  crowing — which  is  admirably  re- 
presented by  the  words  "  go,  go,  go,  go,  go-hack,  go-backf" — ^is 

*  It  has  been  remarked  to  me  that  the  grouse  of  Ireland  and  Scotland 
difler  in  sise  and  colour ;  but  this,  thouth  apparently  correct  when  birds  of 
a  certain  district  are  compared  with  (hose  of  another,  I  consider  to  be  a 
partial  riew,  for  in  difiRirent  localities  throughout  either  Scotland  or  Ireland 
birds  will  be  found  eonally  to  vary  in  these  respects. 


t  Macgillivray's  '  Brit  Birds/  vol.  i.  p.  181,  where  it  is  added  that  **  the 
lelts  naturally  imagining  the  moor-cock  to  speak  Gaelic,  interpret  it  as 
signKVing  co,  co,  co,  co^  mo-chlaidh,  mo-cA/ai<M— that  is,  tvhot  who  (goes 
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contmned  for  a  long  time,  commencing  in  the  month  of  September 
about  half  an  hour  after  sunset.  From  about  the  same  spot  I  have 
heard  this  call  on  many  evenings,  thus  indicating  the  partiality  of 
these  birds  to  a  favourite  roosting-place.  During  one  of  these  walks 
in  the  month  of  June,  a  pointer-dog  was  inconsiderately  allowed  to 
follow  me,  and  by  his  trespassing  on  the  breeding  haunts  of  ^e 
grouse,  lapwing,  and  snipe,  caused  a  continued  uproar  from  the 
three  species,  akin  to  that  produced  by  birds  on  the  sea-shore. 

The  grouse  breeds  very  early.  On  the  17th  of  March  a  sporting^ 
friend  once  found  a  nest  on  the  Belfast  mountains,  containing  eleven 
eggs.  When  hare-hunting  here  so  late  as  the  middle  of  April,  I 
Imve  more  than  once,  to  my  great  regret,  seen  the  pack  of  hounds 
come  upon  the  nest,  and  set  to  work  so  quickly,  that  every  egg  was 
devoured  before  they  could  possibly  be  whipped  off.  Fortunately, 
this  bird  breeds  a  second  time,  if  the  first  nest  be  destroyed. 

For  the  fact  that  grouse  is  a  good  biid  for  the  table,  we  have  no 
less  an  authority  than  that  of  the  illustrious  John  Locke !  In  the 
life  of  this  philosopher  by  his  descendant.  Lord  King,  are  directions, 
&c.  from  Locke,  apparently  addressed  to  some  foreigner  about  to 
visit  England,  one  sentence  of  which  is — "  Railes  and  heath-polis, 
ruffs  and  reeves,  are  excellent  meat  wherever  they  can  be  met  with." 
—Page  184. 

The  grouse  is  occasionally  subject  to  variety  in  colour.  One  shot 
in  November  1826  by  the  Rev.  Lord  Edward  Chichester,  near  Doagh, 
in  the  county  of  Antrim,  was  pure  white,  with  the  exception  of  the 
two  outer  primaries,  and  an  equal  number  of  the  feathers  of  the  greater 
wing-coverts,  which  remained  unchanged.  Itwas  a  large  and  healthy- 
looking  bird. 

My  friend  John  Sinclaire,  Esq.  of  Belfast,  who  has  been  a  regular 
grouse-shooter  for  upwards  of  sixty  years,  states  that  about  Ballan- 
trae,  in  Ayrshire,  he  has  found  grouse  in  stubble  and  in  grass  fields 
a  mile  distant  from  the  mountain  heath,  and  has  sprung  them  from 
the  heath  in  plantations  of  young  trees  about  fifteen  feet  in  height. 
He  considers  that  the  scarcity  of  grouse  in  many  places  is  owing  to 
the  increase  of  sheep  pasturing.  The  nests  of  thiis  bird  are  trodden 
on  by  the  sheep,  and  the  burning  of  the  heath  on  their  account, 
even  if  practised  at  a  proper  season,  deprives  the  grouse  of  shelter 
for  some  years,  and  not  very  unfrequently,  by  being  carried  into 
execution  in  the  early  spring,  destroys  their  eggs.  Where  homed 
cattle  are  pastured,  he  considers  grouse  to  be  as  numerous  as  ever. 
The  black  grouse,  by  nestling  in  marshy  places,  is  not  subjected  to 
the  casualties  just  noticed,  and  hence  one  reason  of  the  decrease  of 
the  former,  and  increase  of  the  latter,  in  some  districts. 

On  looking  to  the  food  contained  in  grouse  when  their  favourite 
berries  were  not  to  be  had,  I  have  found  it  to  be  chiefly  the  tops  of 
heath,  with  occasionally  the  stem  of  the  bilberry  (Vaccmium  Myr^ 
tillus).  On  opening  the  intestines  of  a  diseased  grouse,  shot  on  the 
14th  of  August  at  Ballantrae,  (but  which  had  been  wounded  per- 
haps three  weeks  before,)  I  found  them  nearly  full  of  tape- worms 
(7Vent<e).    Its  gizzard  was  entirely  filled  with  the  fruit  of  the  En^* 
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trum  nigrwm,  there  called  heather-berry.  My  friend  just  alluded  to 
has  frequently  found  oats  in  the  crops  of  grouse  killed  in  the  last- 
named  locality. 

The  Capercailzib  or  Wood  Ohouse — Tetrao  Urogallus,  Linn.— » 
has  unfortunately  long  been  extinct  in  this  country.  GKraldus,  in 
his  '  Topographia  Hibemica/  states,  that  this  species  (called  by  him 
Pavo  sylvestris)  was  more  common  in  Ireland  than  the  red  grouse, 
about  the  twelfth  century.  When  the  island  was  covered  with  na- 
tive woods  one  can  imagine  that  it  may  have  been  so,  but  even  if 
less  abundant,  the  nature  of  its  haunts  might  cause  it  to  be  more 
frequently  met  with  than  the  red  gprouse,  and  consequently  its  be- 
ing considered  more  common.  The  Irish  statutes  1 1  Anne,  ch.  7, 
recite,  "  that  the  species  of  cocks  of  the  wood'*'  (a  fowl  peculiar  to 
this  kingdom)  is  in  danger  of  being  lost,"  and  prohibits  the  shooting 
of  them  " for  seven  years."  Smith,  in  his  '  History  of  Cork'  (1749) 
observes,  that  "  it  is  now  found  rarely  in  Ireland,  since  our  woods 
have  been  destroyed."  Rutty,  in  his  •  Natural  History  of  Dublin* 
(1772),  mentions  that  "  one  was  seen  in  the  county  of  Leitrim  about 
the  year  1710,  but  they  have  entirely  disappeared  of  late,  by  reason 
of  the  destruction  of  our  woods." — Vol.  i.  p,  302.  Pennant,  in  his 
'  British  Zoology'  (1776),  states  that  "about  the  year  1760  a  few 
were  to  be  found  about  lliomastown,  county  of  Tipperary."  The 
27th  Geo.  III.  "  prohibits  killing  moor  game,  heath  game,  grouse, 
pheasant,  partridge,  quail,  land  rail,  and  taild  turkey,  between  the 
10th  of  January  and  Ist  of  September  f."  Whether  by  wild  turkey 
the  wood  grouse  is  meant,  may  perhaps  be  considered  uncertain. 
There  is  no  uncertainty,  however,  in  the  following  instance.  From 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Dubourdien's  '  Survey  of  the  County  of  Antrim/  pub- 
lished in  1812,  we  learn  that  "  wild  turkeys  are  now  nearly  extinct, 
though  once  in  such  numbers  at  the  former  place  [Portmore]  ;  the 
breed,  the  true  copper  colour,  with  red  legs  " ! 

Black  Gbousb,  Tetrao  Tetrxx,  Linn. — ^For  a  long  period  this  fine 
bird  has  certainly  not  been  a  native  of  Ireland ;  and  that  it  ever 
was  so  is  at  least  doubtful.  I  have  not  met  with  any  satisfactory 
evidence  of  its  being  indigenous.  Smith,  in  his  *  History  of  Water- 
ford'  (1 745),  remarks — *'  It  is  uncertain  if  we  have  not  the  Urogallus 
minor,  Raii,  viz.  the  heath-cock  or  grouse  of  Willoughby,  which  I 
take  to  be  the  black  game  of  England,  and  is  also  an  inhabitant  of 
the  mountains." — Page  336.  Tlie  same  author  in  his  •  History  of 
Cork'  says  of  " The  black  grouse  (Tetrao  sen  Urogallus  minor): — 
This  species  is  frequent,  and  needs  no  particular  description.     It 

*  Willoughby  (1678)  observes,  **  This  bird  is  found  on  high  mountains 
beyond  seas,  and  as  we  are  told  in  Ireland  (where  they  call  it  Cock  of  the 
Wood),  but  nowhere  in  England." 

He  ecmcludes  his  description  thus :  '<  The  flesh  of  this  bird  is  of  a  delicate 
taste  and  wholesom  nourishment,  so  that  being  so  stately  a  bird,  and  withal 
so  rare,  it  seems  to  be  bom  only  for  princes  and  great  mens  tables."  I 

f  For  these  extracts  from  the  Irish  Statutes  I  am  indebted  to  Francis 
Whitla,£sq. 

Am.  if  Mag.  N. Hist.  Fb/.xiL  D 
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inhabits  mountains,  and  is  rarelj  seen  in  lower  heath  grounds.  Hie 
cock  is  abnost  black,  but  the  female  is  coloured  like  a  woodcock  or 
partridge."  Were  this  description  taken  from  native  birds  it  would 
be  decisive  as  to  the  species,  but  it  may  quite  as  probably  have  been 
copied  from  some  descriptive  work*.  Mr.  Templeton  states,  that 
he  had  heard  from  excellent  authority,  that  "  black  game  is  men- 
tioned in  some  of  the  old  leases  of  the  county  of  Down,"  but  proof 
that  the  Tetrao  Tetrix  was  the  bird  so  alluded  to,  and  did  exist  Uiere, 
is  still  wanting.  Pennant,  in  his  '  British  Zoology'  (1776),  re- 
marks, that  **  some  have  been  shot  in  Ireland,  in  the  county  of 
Sligo,  where  the  breed  was  formerly  introduced  out  of  Scotland, 
but  I  believe  that  at  present  the  species  is  extirpated." 

That  when  Ireland  abounded  in  natural  wood,  many  portions  of 
the  island  may  have  been  well-suited  to  the  abode  of  the  black 
grouse,  does  not  I  conceive  admit  of  any  doubt;  but,  again,  we  know 
not  whether  Great  Britain  may  not  geographically  have  been,  within 
its  latitude,  the  extreme  western  range  of  the  species.  I  have  not 
seen  any  record  of  its  being  met  with  west  of  Oreat  Britain, 
in  any  latitude  f.  Since  the  period  mentioned  by  Pennant,  this 
species  has  been  introduced  into  different  parts  of  Ireland,  and 
being  turned  out,  lived  occasionally  for  some  years,  but  I  am  not 
aware  of  its  having  bred  in  any  instance.  There  are  in  the  county 
of  Antrim,  just  opposite  to  the  favoured  haunts  of  this  bird  in 
Scotland,  localities  which  seem  in  every  natural  feature  well-suited 
to  the  black  grouse.  To  two  of  these  places,  "Claggan,"  the 
property  of  Viscount  O'Neil ;  and  Glenarm  deer-park,  belonging  to 
Edmund  McDonnell,  Esq.,  this  bird  has  been  introduced  with  the 
fbUowing  success.  I  leave  the  respective  game-keepers,  both  very 
intelligent  men,  and  the  best  "  authorities"  on  the  subject,  to  speak 
for  themselves.  C.  Redmond,  gamekeeper  at  Claggan,  informed  me 
by  letter  dated  January  1,  1841,  as  follows : — 

"  Twelve  years  ago  (two  years  previous  to  my  coming  here) 
there  were  four  brace  of  black  game  turned  out,  a  cock  and  hen  of 
which  I  frequently  met  with  outside  the  plantations  in  the  heath, 
my  pointer  dogs  setting  them  like  grouse.  They  were  never  to  be 
seen  together,  but  kept  a  mile  separate,  and  each  of  them  always 
about  the  same  place :  the  hen  I  found  dead  three  years  ago,  and 
supposed  her  to  have  been  shot  at  by  a  party  which  Lord  O'Neil 
had  here  at  that  time.  The  cock  has  left  us  or  been  killed  also.  I 
saw  a  cock  that  was  shot  last  year  at  Glenariff  near  CushendaU, 
[some  miles  distant]  which  may  have  been  the  same.  I  was  at  the 
letting  out  of  nine  black  game  in  1832  in  this  place,  and  a  single 

♦  Since  this  was  written,  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  consulting  Wil- 
lou£;hby's  *  Ornithology,'  and  find  that  Smith  borrows  his  description  of  the 
birds  and  their  haunts  from  that  work. 

t  Th£  proximity  of  Ireland  to  Great  Britain  may  be  considered  an  ob- 
jection to  this  view  by  those  who  have  not  looked  to  the  distribution  of  the 
Vertebrata  of  the  two  islands.  In  the  introduction  to  the  Report  on  the 
Fauna  of  Ireland,  (published  in  the  *  Reports  of  the  British  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science'  for  1840,)  remarks  upon  this  subject  will  be  found. 
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bird  of  them  I  nerer  saw  afterwards ;  the  reason  I  cannot  assign,  it 
might  be  that  they  were  hmt  in  coming  from  Scotland  and  died, 
or  wandered  away,  which  I  believe  they  are  prone  to  do/* 

John  Inglis,  gamekeeper  at  Glenarm  Park,  replied  to  some  queries 
on  this  subject  in  the  following  words  in  January  1841. 

••  In  reply  to  your  note  regarding  black  game,  I  am  sorry  I  can- 
not give  you  a  very  flattering  account  of  them.  There  has  been  one 
black  oock  here  about  four  years.  I  have  not  seen  him  for  the  last 
four  or  five  weeks,  but  I  suppose  him  to  be  still  alive.  I  think  it  is 
likely  he  came  from  Claggan,  as  I  believe  Lord  O'Neil  turned  out 
some  there  shortly  before  the  bird  was  seen  here.  [The  places  are 
about  fifteen  mOes  apart.]  At  the  beginning  of  August  1889, 
I  went  to  Scotland  and  got  nine  young  birds  at  Douglas  Castle ; 
two  of  them  died  on  the  passage ;  I  turned  out  the  seven  on  the 
hill  near  the  place  where  the  old  cock  used  to  haunt,  but  none  of 
them  were  ever  seen  afterwards  that  I  know  of.  The  reason  I  assign 
for  their  not  succeeding  at  this  time  is,  that  I  think  they  were  too 
younff ,  and  not  fit  to  manage  for  themselves  without  the  help  of  the 
old  Inrd.  In  November  1839,  I  again  went  to  Douglas  Castle,  got 
■iz  brace  of  fidl-grown  birds,  viz.  seven  hens  and  five  cocks ;  I  got 
them  all  safe  over  to  Glenarm,  where  I  kept  them  for  two  days, 
feeding  them  on  com  till  they  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the 
passage.  I  then  turned  them  out  in  the  park  quite  strong  and 
healthy  to  all  appearance.  Some  time  after  one  of  the  cocks  was 
found  dead  in  the  park  ;  he  was  quite  light  and  thin  of  fiesh.  One  of 
tiie  cocks  was  shot  about  the  same  time  in  GlenarifF,  about  eight 
miles  from  Glenarm.  A  few  of  them  kept  about  the  park  all  winter. 
Sometimes  one  would  be  seen,  sometimes  two,  and  in  the  month  of 
'  March  there  were  three  hens  and  one  cock  seen  together,  but  about 
tiie  beginmng  of  May  all  the  hens  disappeared,  and  none  of  them 
have  been  seen  since.  One  cock  kept  the  park  all  summer,  and  waa 
seen  lately,  which  is  all  that  I  know  of  here,  out  of  the  twelve 
brought  over.  One  cock  was  shot  about  two  months  ago  by  a  gen- 
tleman near  Ballycastle,  [about  twenty  miles  distant,]  which  is 
Mkeiy  to  be  another  of  them.  Where  all  the  hens  have  gone  to  I 
cannot  say.  I  nm  still  in  hopes  that  some  of  them  may  be  alive  yet, 
as  they  are  so  much  like  grouse  that  people  who  are  not  acquainted 
with  them  would  take  no  notice  of  them. 

•*  I  now  come  to  your  last  query,  which  is.  If  they  ever  bred? 
and  if  they  did  not  iuceeed,  the  reasons  assigned  for  their  not  doing  so  ? 
Now  I  really  confess  I  cannot  assign  any  satisfactory  reason  what- 
ever, as  I  have  no  doubt  that  foll-grown  birds  would  live  as  well  in 
Ireland  as  they  do  in  Scotland,  if  they  were  only  let  alone.  What 
I  am  most  doubtful  about  is,  whether  they  will  breed  as  weU  ;  and 
the  reason  I  am  doubtful  about  this  is,  that  when  I  was  in  Scotland, 
keeper  with  Lord  Douglas,  at  Douglas  Castle,  where  black  game 
are  very  plentifol,  in  hunting  the  dogs  over  the  ground  I  used  to  find 
an  the  young  broods  of  black  game,  not  among  heath  or  moss  ground 
where  yomng  grouse  generally  are,  but  on  white  or  green  ground,  where 
spreU  emd  rushes  are  plenty,  and  where  you  will  seldom  find  young 
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grouse.  But  when  they  get  strong  and  able  to  do  for  themselves 
they  get  into  packs,  often  to  the  number  of  forty  or  fifty,  and  fly 
over  tiie  whole  country  and  take  both  to  the  woods  and  corn-fields 
— when  at  Douglas  last  I  was  talking  to  Lord  Douglas's  keeper 
about  what  he  thought  the  young  birds  fed  on.  He  said  that  early 
in  the  season  he  had  caught  some  young  birds,  intending  to  tame 
them  and  learn  them  to  feed,  so  that  I  might  be  better  able  to  get 
them  safe  over,  but  they  all  died  in  a  day  or  two.  He  cut  open 
some  of  their  crops  to  see  what  they  fed  on,  and  could  observe 
nothing  but  the  seed  of  the  sprat  or  rush.  Now,  from  the  number 
of  black  cattle  that  are  kept  on  the  mountains  in  the  north  of  Ire- 
land, there  is  scarcely  any  sprat  or  rushes  allowed  to  grow  that 
would  be  of  any  use  either  for  cover  or  food.  I  have  seldom  seen 
them  sit  when  cattle  go  near  them,  and  a  crow  flying  over  will  make 
a  score  of  them  rise  and  fly  away  in  the  latter  end  of  the  season* 
when  they  are  strong  on  the  wing.  With  respect  to  the  haunts  and 
breeding-ground  of  young  black  game,  I  speak  only  from  my  own 
observations.  I  am  not  aware  that  they  haunt  the  same  kind  of 
ground  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  I  merely  wish  to  direct 
your  attention  to  it.  I  know  they  are  plenty  in  the  island  of  Arran» 
but  do  not  know  what  sort  of  ground  they  frequent  there.  As  I 
mentioned  before,  none  of  the  hens  have  been  seen  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  breeding  time :  whether  they  began  to  hatch  and  were 
killed  by  some  vermin,  or  wandered  away  in  search  of  a  more  suit- 
able place  for  their  purpose,  is  a  question  I  cannot  answer.  Lord 
Courtown's  keeper  was  at  Douglas  Castle  shortly  after  I  was,  in 
November  1839,  and  got  away  six  brace  to  his  lordship's  estates 
somewhere  south  of  Dublin,  but  I  have  not  heard  how  they  suc- 
ceeded." 

How  different  from  this  is  the  case  at  Ballantrae  in  Ayrshire,  just 
opposite  to  Olenarm  !  When  sporting  there  in  1839,  I  made  tibe 
following  note  on  the  20th  of  August,  after  returning  from  the  first 
day's  black  game  shooting. 

**  Within  twenty  years  a  black  grouse  was  an  extraordinary  sight 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ballantrae  in  Ayrshire,  and  stdU  later,  not 
more  than  one  or  two  individuals  would  be  met  with  during  a  sea- 
son's shooting.  When  first  there,  in  the  autumn  of  1828,  I  saw 
numbers  of  these  birds,  chiefly  about  the  corn-fields  adjacent  to  the 
mountains,  since  which  time  they  have  been  gradually  increasing, 
and  of  late  years  have  become  abundant.  This  is  doubtless  attri- 
butable to  tiie  great  increase  of  cultivation,  or  the  growth  of  com  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  moors,  for  with  its  augmentation  that  of  the  black 
game  has  proportionally  kept  pace — within  the  period  alluded  to 
a  vast  quantity  of  mountain-land  has  been  brought  under  cultivation 
in  this  district. 

"  In  grouse  ground  we  met  with  two  or  three  small  packs  of  black 
game  today,  but  one  pack  was  quite  below  the  moor,  and  on  look- 
ing to  the  crop  of  a  young  cock  killed  there,  I  found  it  fiUed  with 
the  flowers  of  all  the  plimts  which  grew  around — amongst  them 
were  those  of  Euphrasia,  Ranunculi,  Cerastia,  Carices,  but  in  quan« 
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titj  much  exceeding  the  others  were  those  of  the  autumnal  hawk -bit, 
Apargia  autumnaiU — to  my  veteran  companion,  who  has  shot  here 
successively  for  about  twenty  seasons,  this  plant  has  long  been 
known  as  a  favourite  food  of  the  young  black  game — in  addition  to 
the  flowers,  were  many  leaves  of  a  small  willow,  every  one  of  which 
taken  from  the  bird  was  infested  with  an  insect  nidus.  It  is  in  the 
evening  chiefly  that  the  black  grouse  resorts  to  the  corn-fields,  and 
this  it  does  when  the  grain  is  green,  as  well  as  when  ripe.  Both 
black  and  red  grouse  kUled  late  in  the  autumn,  and  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  are  not  unfirequently  found,  when  opened,  to  contain  oats 
exclusively,  which  in  such  cases  have  been  purloined  in  the  early 
morning*.  The  fieumers  in  this  part  of  Ayrshire  often  complain 
of  the  damage  done  to  their  crops  by  these  birds,  especially  by  the 
black  grouse.  In  reference  to  the  common  error  that  this  bin!  in- 
creases at  the  expense  of  the  red  game,  it  may  be  stated  that  in  this 
country  the  numbers  of  the  latter  have  in  consequence  suffered  no 
diminution."  In  the  autumn  of  1837  my  friend  first  saw  the  hens 
of  the  black  game  packed,  when  fourteen  and  fifteen  appeared  to- 
gether.    He  has  seen  as  many  as  seventy  black  cocks  in  company. 

The  following  instance  of  the  carriage  of  the  eggs  of  the  black 
grouse  to  a  considerable  distance  witi^  perfect  safety  after  their 
having  been  partly  incubated,  seems  to  me  very  interesting.  In 
June  1833,  Mr.  Arbuthnot  Emerson  of  Belfast  had  brought  to  him 
from  Stranraer  nine  eggs  taken  from  the  nest  of  a  black  grouse. 
These  eggs  were  placed  under  a  bantam  hen,  and  in  one  week,  seven 
young  birds  made  their  appearance.  Two  of  them  soon  died,  but 
the  remaining  five  lived  for  about  a  month,  or  until  cold  and  wet 
weather  set  in,  when  they  all  died.  The  eggs  were  packed  in  fea- 
thers, and  brought  by  the  mail-coach  from  Stranraer  to  Portpatrick, 
where  they  were  shipped  on  board  the  steam-packet,  put  into  the 
mail  again  at  Donaghadee,  and  in  about  twelve  hours  after  being 
taken  from  the  nest  were  placed  under  the  bantam  hen.  On  the 
same  subject  I  have  learned  frt)m  Wm.  Sinclaire,  Esq.,  respecting  a 
nest  of  partridge's  eggs  once  brought  to  him  from  a  distance  of  eight 
miles,  that  they  were  quite  cold  when  received,  but  being  placed 
under  a  conmion  hen,  the  young  birds  came  out  in  half  the  usual 
time,  thus  showing,  that  eggs  when  half  incubated  can  be  carried  to 
a  distance  without  their  vitality  being  impaired.    The  same  gentle- 

*  Mr.  Colquhoun,  in  his  work  entitled  *The  Moor  and  the  Loch,'  staten, 
from  the  circumstance  of  heather  never  having  been  found  in  any  black 
grouse  opened  by  him,  that  the  species  never  eats  it;  but  this  will  not  apply 
generally,  as  proved  in  the  case  of  birds  examined  by  myself.  Examples 
shot  in  Scotland,  and  set  up  by  bird-preservers  in  Belfast  are  alluded  to,  as 
the  contents  of  their  gizzards  only  have  I  noted  down.  They  were  five  in 
number,  and  killed  m  the  mouths  of  October,  November,  and  January. 
The  first  contained  oats  and  the  tops  of  heath,  which  had  given  a  pink  tinge 
to  the  grain ;  the  second,  the  twigs  of  heath  and  other  plants ;  the  third,  a 
quantity  of  oats ;  the  fourth,  portions  of  a  woody  plant,  perhaps  heath ;  the 
fifUi  was,  excepting  many  pebbles,  entirely  filled  with  yellowish  green  woody 
matter,  consistmg  m  part,  if  not  altogether,  of  the  bilberry  plant  {yaccinium 
MyrtiUu$)f — they  all  contained  many  pebbles. 
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man  informs  me,  that  having  once  '*  set"  nine  eggs  of  the  domestic 
hen,  he  by  mistake,  at  the  expiration  of  two,  inst^  of  three  weeks, 
went  to  examine  them,  and  lifting  each  egg  shook  it  violently,  to 
ascertain  if  it  were  addled.  He  concluded  that  all  were  in  this  state, 
and  thought  no  more  of  the  matter  until  a  week  afterwards,  (the 
twenty-one  days  having  expired,)  when  the  hen  appeared  strutting 
about  with  seven  or  eight  chickens  ;  the  violent  shaking  in  this  in- 
stance of  eggs  two-thirds  incubated  did  not  injure  the  contained 
phick.  Mr.  Sindaire  has  known  his  tame  pigeons  remain  off  the 
nest  all  night  when  their  eggs  were  half  incubated,  and  though,  as 
in  the  case  of  those  of  the  partridge,  they  felt  quite  cold,  no  injury 
arose  from  this  circumstance. 

Ptarmigan,  Tetrao  Lagopus,  Sabine. — As  remarked  by  me  else- 
where,  "  the  T.  Lagopus  is  not  now,  nor  do  I  conceive  ever  was,  in« 
digenous  to  this  island.  There  seems  not  to  be  in  any  part  of  Ire- 
land a  continuity  of  mountains  of  sufficient  altitude  to  be  suited  to 
the  ptarmigan's  abode."  This  species  is  known  to  so  few  persons, 
that  the  following  note  may  perhaps  be  worth  insertion. 

"  Deo.  1836. — My  relative  Robert  liangtry,  Esq.  (of  Fortwilliam, 
Belfkst,)  informs  me  that  when  at  shooting  quarters  last  autumn  in 
Ross-slure — on  the  banks  of  the  Beulay,  and  close  to  Loch  Monar — 
he  on  several  days  shot  four  or  five  brace  of  ptarmigan.  When  his 
dogs  pointed  and  the  birds  were  but  a  few  yards  distant,  so  great 
was  their  assimilation  in  colour  to  the  surrounding  rocks,  that  he 
could  not  distinguish  them  so  long  as  they  remained  motionless. 
They  soon,  however,  stretched  their  necks  and  walked  off  before  the 
dogs,  and  on  being  further  disturbed  took  wing,  but  only  to  alight 
like  a  flock  of  pigeons  on  the  tops  of  the  adjacent  stones.  My 
friend  verifies  the  accounts  of  their  being  easy  of  access,  but  states 
that*  like  other  game,  they  are  wild  when  the  ground  is  wet." 
[To  be  continued.] 

IV. — On  the  existence^  Siliceous  ?  Spicula  in  the  exterior  rays 
o/"  Actinia.  By  G.  W.  Bailby,  Prof.  Chem.  Min,  aud  GeoL 
U .  S.  Military  Academy  *, 

DuEiNo  a  recent  visit  to  Boston  in  Aprils  I  eagerly  embraced  the 
long-wished-for  opportunity  to  examine  the  marine  siliceous  in- 
fusoria of  our  coast ;  for  I  hoped  to  be  able  to  detect^  in  a  living 
state^  some  of  those  elegant  forms  which  occur  so  abundantly  in 
the  fossil  infusorial  strata  of  the  marine  tertiary  of  Virginia*  I 
was  aware  that  Ehrenberg  had  detected  many  of  these  forms  in  a 
living  state  in  the  sea  at  Cuxhaven  and  elsewhere^  and  I  felt  con- 
fident that  our  shores  must  abound  in  similar  forms.  In  com- 
pany with  Dr.  Gould,  I  visited  the  docks,  near  the  Chelsea  ferry, 
and  collected  from  the  immersed  logs,  &c.  a  quantity  of  filamen- 
tous algse,  among  which  I  knew  that  many  of  the  objects  of  my 

•  From  the  Boston  Journal  of  Natural  Hiatory,  vol.  iv.  No.  2. 
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search  were  likely  to  be  entangled.  On  subjecting  them  to  a  mi- 
croscopic observation  I  detected  a  number  of  very  interesting  and 
beautiful  forms^  although  the  season  was  not  the  most  favourable. 
The  first  objects  that  attracted  my  attention  were  great  numbers 
of  siliceous  spicule,  precisely  similar  to  those  found  fossil  in  the 
infusorial  strata  above  referred  to ;  these  I  found  among  the  algsej 
and  also  more  abundantly  in  the  mud  of  the  docks.  These  spi- 
culse  resemble  those  found  in  some  species  of  Spongia  and  Tet/^a, 
and  I  beUeve  that  Ehrenberg  refers  the  fossil  ones  to  these  genera  ; 
but  an  observation  which  I  made  leads  me  to  suspect  that  some 
of  them,  at  least,  are  derived  from  the  exterior  rays  of  Actinia* 
On  examining  with  a  high  magnifying  power  the  rays  of  a  large 
species  of  Actinia  which  had  an  orange-coloured  base  and  olive 
rays  (A.  marginata,  Lesueur  ?),  I  found  that  the  white  rays  which 
form  the  exterior  circle  appeared  to  differ  from  all  others,  being 
filled  with  spicuke  arranged  with  great  regularity  and  in  count- 
less niunbers,  radiating  from  the  axis  of  each  arm  (see  fig.  1,  b  and 
c).  Each  of  Uie  spiculse  was  perforated  with  a  longitudinal  cavity, 
from  which  was  protruded  a  verv  long  and  delicate  fibre  (see  fig. 
1,  a).  These  spiculse  resembled  so  much  in  their  form,  perfora- 
tion, and  general  appearance,  some  of  the  fossil  siliceous  spiculas 
above  referred  to,  that,  like  the  fossil  ones,  they  must  be  sihceous. 
This  question  I  had  not  the  means  of  deciding,  but  I  hope  it  will  be 
settled  by  some  of  the  Boston  naturalists. 
It  is  only  necessary  to  bum  one  of  the  rays 
and  examine  the  ashes;  the  siliceous  spi- 
culae  will  of  course  retain  their  form  after 
ignition.  It  would  be  an  interesting  fact, 
if,  by  means,  of  these  spiculee,  we  could 
obtam  evidence  of  the  existence  of  species  #1 
oSActinim  during  the  epoch  of  Eocene  ter- 
tiary ;  for  who  would  expect  that  such  soft 
and  perishable  creatures  could  leave,  for 
such  a  length  of  time,  any  trace  of  their 
existence? 

The  annexed  sketches  were  made  merely 
as  memoranda,  as  I  hoped  to  have  further 
opportunities  for  observation.  They  will 
serve  to  indicate  the  form  and  position  of 
the  spiculse,  although  they  have  no  pretensions  to  accuracy. 

EXPLANATION  OF  FIGURES. 

a  One  of  the  spiculae  from  a  white  external  ray  of  Actinia  marginala  1 
•howing  its  longitudinal  perforation  and  the  long  projecting  filament,  much 
magnified. 

b  Ideal  longitudinal  section  of  a  ray  to  show  the  manner  in  which  the 
spiculse  are  arranged ;  at  (2  are  seen  the  vibrillsi  and  at  e  the  long  filaments* 

c  Ideal  cross  section  of  the  ray. 
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V. — Retrospective  Comments.    By  Prof.  Edward  Forbes, 
V.P.W.S.,  F.L.S.,  F.B.S.  &c. 

An  absence  of  eighteen  months  in  countries  where  natural-history 
periodicals  have  not  yet  ventured  to  circulate,  and  where,  while 
a  glimmering  notion  of  the  progress  continually  going  on  in  sci- 
ence might  be  gathered  from  an  occasional  letter,  the  published 
details  of  what  was  doing  could  not  be  obtained,  obliges  a  natu- 
ralist to  make  himself  acquainted  with  a  long  arrear  of  accumu- 
lated matter  which  it  is  hiis  duty  to  learn  ere  he  starts  anew.  The 
occupation  is  however  anything  but  irksome,  and  those  whom  in- 
clination or  professional  pursuits  keep  at  home  can  scarcely  con- 
ceive the  pleasure  of  sitting  down  to  turn  over  the  pages  ot  three 
volumes  of  unperused '  Annals.'  Under  such  circumstances  too  do 
we  see  the  progress  of  things.  When  in  the  midst  of  the  scientific 
world,  gathering  its  news  day  by  day,  and  reading  its  chronicles 
month  after  month,  we  are  apt  to  fancy  that  little  is  doing  and 
that  there  is  a  stagnation  of  research ;  but  when  the  doors  of  the 
workshop  have  been  closed  against  us  for  some  time,  the  work 
which  has  been  made  strikes  us  far  more  on  our  return  than  if 
we  had  watched  its  progress  step  by  step.  Such  was  my  feeling 
this  winter  on  receiving  the  numbers  of  the  *  Annals '  which  had 
been  published  dining  my  absence  abroad.  Among  their  contents 
are  many  papers  and  notices,  on  the  subjects  of  which  light  may 
be  thrown  by  stray  observations  from  the  note-book  or  by  short 
comments.  As  they  are  not  a  few,  I  prefer  gathering  them  together 
in  an  article  to  printing  them  as  disjointed  remarks,  presenting 
them  in  chronological  order. 

I.  In  the  45th  Number  of  the  '  Annals '  (July  1841)  Mr.  Has- 
sall  has  constituted  a  genus,  Echinocorium,  for  the  reception  of 
Alcyonidiwn  echinatum  and  what  he  supposes  to  be  its  polype, 
but  which  is  only  a  species  of  Coryne  attached  to  the  Alcyonidium. 
Having  frequently  taken  both  the  zoophytes  in  question  when 
dredging  in  the  Irish  sea,  and  having  carefully  examined  and 
drawn  them  when  alive,  I  can  say  this  without  a  doubt.  The 
Coryne  is  a  common  deep-sea  form  of  that  genus,  usually  of  a  pale 
or  white  colour,  and  having  much  shorter  tentacula  than  the  Coryne 
squamata.  It  is  by  no  means  constantly  associated  with  the  Al- 
cyonidiumy  though,  from  the  excellent  holding  afforded  by  the 
latter,  it  perhaps  prefers  such  a  residence,  but  is  also  found  on 
the  bare  surfaces  of  old  shells.  The  polype  of  the  Alcyonidium 
echinatum  I  have  never  seen,  but  believe,  from  analogy,  to  be  as- 
cidioid.  Had  Mr.  Hassall  looked  a  little  closer  to  his  specimens, 
he  would  have  found  that  there  is  no  organic  connexion  between 
the  parasite  and  its  base,  and  that  each  Coryne  is  an  independent 
animal,  capable  of  detachment  without  injury.     Dr.  Johnston, 
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whose  opinion  on  these  matters  is  of  much  more  consequence 
than  mine^  takes  a  similar  view  of  the  too  hastily  constituted  ge- 
nus Echmocorhan  with  that  which  I  have  here  advanced. 

II.  In  the  5l8t  Number  (Dec.  1841)  there  is  a  short  paper 
sent  by  me  from  Paros,  containing  an  account  of  two  remarkaole 
Marine  Invertebrata  ii^biting  the  iEgean.  To  these  animals  I 
then  abstained  from  giving  names^  fearful  of  carelessly  multiplying 
^nonyms  in  the  absence  of  the  works  necessary  for  consultation. 
To  one  of  them^^  the  zoophyte  of  the  family  Actiniada,  I  have 
now  given  a  distinctive  appellation. 

M.  de  Quatrefages,  one  of  the  few  zoologists  of  France  who 
make  the  natural  history  of  their  country  a  favourite  study,  tread- 
ing in  the  honourable  path  of  Milne  Edwards,  has  lately  published 
many  admirable  memoirs  on  the  marine  animals  of  the  Channel 
in  tne  'Annales  des  Sciences  Naturelles.'  In  the  number  for 
August  1842,  he  has  described  and  figured  three  new  polypes 
allied  to  Actinia  from  the  sea  near  Granville,  and  has  constituted 
a  genua  for  their  reception.  To  this  well-founded  and  carefully 
studied  genus  does  my  curious  tube-making  polype  from  the 
.Sgean  belong.  I  rather  rejoice  that  I  did  not  bestow  a  generic 
name  on  the  creature  when  I  wrote  the  paper  above  referred  to, 
inasmuch  as  it  must  now  rank  as  a  species  of  Edwardsia,  M.  Qua- 
tre&ges  having  given  that  worthy  name  to  his  genus.  As  the 
unimalg  he  describes  may  probably  be  found  on  our  own  shores, 
I  transcribe  their  diagnoses,  as  well  as  his  generic  character,  for 
the  use  of  British  observers. 

Corpus  liberum,  vermiforme ;  pars  media  plus  minusve  epidermate 
opaco  incrassata ;  pars  anterior  pellucida,  tentaculis  omata ;  poste- 
rior antem  vitrea,  rotundata,  basl  vix  instructa ;  utraque  exsertilis  et 
retractilis. 

Intestinum  rectum,  mesenterio  intemipto  suspensiun,  posterius 
large  apertum,  duabus  partibus  compositum ;  sinus  octo  posteriori 
intus  eminentes  quibus  pendent  totidem  ovaria,  usque  ad  extremum 
abdomen  producti. 

1.  E.Beautempsii,  Ore  terminali  in  extremitate  papillae  subconicse, 
circum  basim  tentaculatee ;  tentaculis  14 — 16  uniseriatis  parte 
media  subpolygonali ;  epidermate  crassa,  opacissima,  fulva  ru- 
bente.     Long.  6 — 7  cent. 

2.  E.  timida,  Apice  piano,  tentaculis  20 — 24  uniseriatis  circum- 
dato ;  parte  media  vix  subpolygonali ;  epidermate  tenui  pauliilum 
translucida»  fulva.     Long.  6 — 7  cent 

3.  E.  Harassi.  Papilla  terminali  rotundata,  tentaculis  24  biseriatis 
ad  basim  circumdata  ;  parte  media  cyUndrica ;  epidermate  crassa, 
opacissima,  obscure  fulva.     Long.  5|  cent. 

The  Paros  species  adds  a  fourth  to  the  genus.     I  propose  for 
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it  the  name  of  Edwardsia  vestitay  with  the  following  diagnosis, 
referring  for  a  fall  description  to  my  former  account  of  it, 

4.  Edwardsia  vesiita.  Apice  piano,  tentaculis  biseriatis,  exterioribus 
32  longioribus ;  parte  media  cylindrica ;  epidermide  crassa,  trans- 
lucida.     Long.  3 — 4  mic. 

III.  In  the  8th  volume  of  the  '  Annals '  are  some  interesting 
papers  by  the  Rev.  D.  Landsborough  and  Mr.  Hassall  on  the 
Phosphorescence  of  Zoophytes.  Before  however  we  can  assert  the 
general  phosphorescence  of  that  class  of  animals^  we  must  have 
many  more  observations  than  can  be  furnished  by  an  examination 
of  British  species  only.  The  general  fact  has  long  been  known 
to  British  naturalists^  though  but  little  has  been  written  about  it, 
more  precise  observations  than  we  have  yet  on  record  being  re- 
quired. These  we  must  stiU  attend.  In  the  Medusse  and  Tu- 
nicata  the  light  appears  to  be  derived  from  special  organs  (see 
Wagner's  observations  on  this  subject),  and  in  polypes  will  pro- 
bably  be  found  to  proceed  from  similar  points. 
[To  be  continued.] 

VI. — Characters  of  several  new  Species  of  Brazilian  Mammalia. 
By  Dr.  A.  Wagner  of  Munich*. 

Most  of  the  animals  of  which  the  following  are  the  diagnoses 
are  contained  in  the  collection  at  Vienna ;  those  from  Munich  have 
Mtis.  Monac.  aflSxed  to  them,  and  there  is  one  new  species  for  the 
use  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Riippell.  With 
respect  to  the  names  of  the  species,  I  have  adhered  to  the  rule  laid 
down  in  Schreber's  work,  to  leave  unaltered  the  names  of  species 
as  given  in  the  collections  if  found  by  me  to  be  new,  and  even 
when  I  have  arranged  the  species  under  a  different  genus. 

Callithrix  brunnea,  Natt.    C.  saturate  fusca,  taenia  frontali  lata  mani- 

busque  nigris ;  vellere  breviori,  adpresso,  stricto. — Altitude  a  ver- 

tice  ad  anum  121",  cauda  17^". 
Callithrix  caligata,  Natt.  C.  dilute  fuscescens,  pilis  dorsi  nigro  flavo- 

que  annulatis,  gastrseo  genisque  cupreo-rufiis,  manibus  sincipiteque 

nigris.—Altitudo  12|",  cauda  Hi". 

Borba  et  Rio  Solimo^ns. 
Chrysothrix  entomophaga,  D'Orb.f    C.  serina,  supra  nigro-mixta,  ca- 

pite  supra  atenimo,  antibrachiis  manibusque  splendide  aureo-fulvis. 

—Altitude  ir,  cauda  14^". 

Rio  Mamor6. 
Hapale  chrysoleucos,  Natt.     H,  albida,  manibus  caudaque  splendide 

rutilo-fulvis,  auriculis  albo-penicillatis. — Altitudo  9",  cauda  12^''. 

Borba. 

•  From  Wiegmann's  "  Archiv,"  vol.  viii.  Part  6. 

t  Although  this  species  has  been  figured  by  D*Orbigny  under  (he  name 
of  CallHhrix  entomophaga,  it  has  not  yet  been  described. 
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Pkyllostoma  excisum,  Wagn.     P.  fermgineobrunneum,  subtut  bru- 
nescens,  prosthemate  lanceolate,  auriculis  elongatis*  emarginatis  ; 
Cauda  patagioque  anali  nuUis. — Altitudo  a  yertioe  ad  anum  2'*, 
andbrachium  \"  6"'. 
Ypasema.     Mua.  Monac. 

Loftra  Molitaria,  Natt.  L.  supra  castaneo-fuica,  subtus  sordide  albida, 

rhinario  nudo ;  cauda  conica  sensim  attenuata,  utrinque  paululum 

fimbriata;  vellere  laxo. — Corpus  2'  5",  cauda  1'  8". 

Ypanema. 
Didelphfs  pmeUoUu,  Natt.    2>.  pilis  laneis  albidie,  sericeis  partim 

basi  albis,  apice  nigris,  partim  [at  rarissime]  totis  albU,  capite  albo 

anguste  tristriato,  auriculis  albido-cameis,  uigro-maculatiB. — Mag- 

nitudo  fere  D.  cancrivorse. 

Angaba. 
Didelpkys  dichura,  Natt.*  2>.  cano-rufescens,  eubtua  albido-luteacens; 

cauda  longitudine  corporis,  albido-camea,  supra  fusco-maculata, 

subtus  apiceque  immaculata. — Corpus  8^'',  cauda  9^. 

Ypanema. 
DidelpkyM  t^finUy  Natt.   D.  supra  mfescens,  subtus  albido-luteacens ; 

cauda  corpore  paulum  longiore,  supra  subtusoue  usque  ad  finem 

albido-maculata ;  mastotheca  nulla. — Corpus  9  ,  cauda  10". 

Matte  grosso. 
Dideipkys  ochropus,  Natt.     D.  lanigera  similis,  at  minor,  magis  ru- 

fescens,  capitis,  colli  trunoique  lateribus  canescentibus ;  cauda  fere 

dimidia  nuda. 

Barra. 
Didelphys macrotarsus,  Natt.f    D.  murina  similis;  auriculis  multo 

maiuribus ;  cauda  tota  nuda,  saturate  rubello-cinerea ;  pedibus  pos- 

tenoribus  elongatis  robustis. 

Didelphys  microtarsus,  Natt.  D.  murime  similis;  auriculis  multo 
longioribus ;  cauda  saturate  rubello-cinerea,  subtus  tenuissime 
pilosa ;  pedibus  posterioribus  abbreviatis  gracilibus. 

Diddphfs  domestica,  Natt.  D.  luteo-grisea,  subtus  pallide  lutescens, 
auriculis  majusculis,  capite  baud  striate ;  cauda  abbreyiata,  cras- 
siuscula,  pilis  albis  brevissimis  paucissimis  vestita ;  mastotheca 
nulla.— Corpus  7\  cauda  2"  4"'. 
Cuyabo. 

Dideipkys  glirina,  Natt.    D.  cinerascens,  subtus  pallide  cane-lutes- 

*  Both  Z>.  dichura  and  />.  afinia  are  liable  to  be  confounded  with  Z>.  Phi' 
lander.  The  diagnosis  for  D,  Philander  might  be  as  follows :  Didelphys 
supra  rufescens  aut  canescens,  subtus  albido-lutescens ;  cauda  corpore  mul- 
tam  loBgiore,  parte  nuda  iVisca,  dein  alba,  supra  subtusque  fbsco-maoulata, 
apice  longo  immaculata  albidocarnea;  mastotneea  ventraii. — Corpus  11"  2'", 
Cauda  15^',  pars  pilosa  2"  9'". 

\  Didelphys  macrofarsus  and  microtarsus  may  have  been  confounded 
with  D.  murina,  Neuw.,  which  may  be  avoided  by  adopting  the  following 
diaffaofis  for  D.  mttrina :  X>.  auriculis  minoribus,  pedibus  posterioribiu  gra- 
clttbus,  cauda  nuda  clare  rubello-albida* 
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cens,  lateribus  ochraceis,  capite  abbreviato,  auriculis  mediocribus ; 
Cauda  dimidio  corpore  paululum  breviore,  basi  pilo8a«  dein  nudius- 
cula.-.Corpus  Gf,  cauda  2"  7'". 
Mamor^. 

Didelphys  velutina,  Natt.     D.  muiino-fusca,  subtus  abrupte  albida ; 
Cauda  tota  [basi  excepta]  pills  brevissimis  adpressis  glabris  fuscis 
vestita. — Corpus  S^",  cauda  21". 
Ypanema. 

Didelphys  unistriata,  Natt.    D.  supra- femiginea,  cano-mixta,  subtus 
rufescens,  stria  dorsal!  obscuriori,  cauda  abbreviata  pilosiuscula. — 
Corpus  5^",  cauda  2^'. 
Ytarare. 

Sciurus  igniventris,  Natt.     S,  supra  e  nigro  flavoque  mixtus,  subtus 
pedibusque  saturate  femigineo-rufis»  interdum  corpore  toto  nigro ; 
cauda  basi  nigra,  dein  maximam  partem  ferruginea. — Corpus  1  If  ^ 
Cauda  13''. 
Rio  Negro. 

Sciurus  pyrrhoHotus,  Natt.     S.  supra  pedibusque  extus  saturate  fer- 
rugineo-rufus,  subtus  abrupte  flavido-albescens ;  cauda  ferruginea, 
basi  macula  magna  nigra  notata. — Major  quam  Sciurus  Langs- 
dorffii. 
Borba. 

Cercolahes  melanurus,  Natt     C,  pilosissimus,  pilis  nigris  serinisque 
coloratis,  aculeis  intermixtis ;  cauda  longissima,  aterrima,  basi  sola 
supra  excepta;  pedibus  nigris. — Corpus  15i\  cauda  17"  5'". 
Rio  Negro  [Barra]. 

Loncheres  macrura,  Natt.     L,  supra  fulvescens,  lateribus  pallidior. 
subtus  e  cano  lutescens  ;  cauda  fere  corporis  longitudine,  nudius- 
cula,  pilis  nonnullis  brevissimis  albidis  vestita. — Corpus  10|\ 
cauda  10". 
Borba. 

Loncheres  nigrispina,  Natt    L.  supra  nitide  brunneo-fulvida,  nigro- 
irrorata,  subtus  pedibusque  albido  lutescens,  rostri  lateribus  cano- 
lutescentibus ;  cauda  [basi  crassa  excepta]  dense  et  sequaliter  fusco- 
pilosa,  apice  baud  penicillata. — Corpus  9^",  cauda  6  . 
Ypanema. 

Loncheres  unicolor,  RUpp.*  L.  unicolor  et  dilute  ferrugineo-brunnea, 
subtus  pedibusque  pallidior,  cauda  longius  pilosa ;  vellere  rigido 
sicco,  pilis  nonnullis  planis,  canaliculatis,  angustis  dorsalibus  in- 
termixtis.—Corpus  10"  9'",  cauda  7"  9'". 
Brasilia. 

Hesperomys  [Oxymycterus']  rostellatus^WBgn,  H.  supra  ex  flavo  ni- 
groque  variegatus,  subtus  ocbraceus ;  cauda  corpore  multum  bre- 
viore,  unicolore,  nigra. — Corpus  6"  3'",  cauda  3"  10'". 
Brasilia.     Mus.  Monac. 

*  Catalogue  of  the  Collections  in  the  Museum x>f  the  Senckenberg  Natural 
History  Society.     I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  molar  teeth. 
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Hesperomfs  arviculoides,  Pict.*    H.  oliTaceo-brunneus,  nigro-adsper- 
8US,  subtus  pedibusque  canus,  cauda  dimidii  corporis  longitucUne, 
dense  pilosa ;  vellere  nitido  molli. — Corpus  5"  5'",  cauda  2"  8*". 
Brasilia.    Mus.  Monac. 

Hesperomys  orobimts,  Wagn.     H.  supra  brunneo-flavus,  subtilissiroe 
nigro-adspersus,  subtus  flavido- albescens,  auriculis  postice  nudis, 
pedibus  fuscis  ;  cauda  corpore  multum  brevlore,  squamata,  nigri- 
cante.— Corpus  S'',  cauda  Z"  5'". 
Brasilia.     Mus.  Monac. 

Hesperomys  subflavus,  Wagn.    H.  supra  brunneo-flavidus,  subtus  al- 
bidus,  pedibus  sordide  idbidis  ;  cauda  longitudinc  corporis,  squa- 
mata,  raripilosa. — Corpus  6",  cauda  6^^. 
Brasilia.     Mus.  Monac. 

Dasyprocta  nigricans,  Natt.    D.  tota  e  nigro  alboque  variegata,  tergo 
concolore. — Corpus  22". 
From  Borba  on  the  Madairo,  and  from  Rio  Negro  above  Cocuy. 


VII. — Descriptions  of  Chalcidites  discovered  by  C.  Darwin,  Esq. 
By  Francis  Walker,  Esq.,  F.L.S. 

Thoracantha  Latreillii,  Fern.  NiyriMiyanea,  antenna  picettf  pedes  fulvif 
femora  futca,  aUe  Umpidte, 

Thoracantha  Latreilliii  GuSrin,  Icon.  Regne  Anim,,  IntecteSf  pi.  67, 

Corpus  gibbum,  altum,  compreMum,  incurvuin,  convexuin,  nigro-cya- 
nenm,  nitens,  glabnim  :  caput  parvum,  transversum,  declivc,  Bubtilisslme 
striatum ;  vertex  tat  latus ;  frons  impressa,  ad  os  ancrustior :  oculi  rufi,  me- 
diocres,  non  extantea  :  ocelli  3,  remoti,  nifi,  triangulum  fingentes ;  medius 
perpamm  antcpotitus:  antennse  pice»,  parvte,  graciles,  extrortum  eras- 
tiores,  apice  fufvse,  capite  vix  loneiores;  articulus  1"'  tongus,  lublinearis; 
2^  cyathiformis ;  3***  et  4*'  minimi ;  5"*  et  sequentes  breves,  approximati ; 
clavaconica,  articulo  10<>  duplo  longior:  thorax  maximus:  prothorax  bre- 
vissimas ;  sternum  parvum ;  dorsum  minimum,  supra  non  conspicuum  : 
mesothoracis  scutum  transverse  striatum^  longitudine  latins,  per  medium  ob- 
solete sulcatum ;  parapsidum  suturro  bene  determinatae,  postice  approximate; 
scutelhim  transversum,  breve,  subtilissime  rugutosum,  per  medmm  obsolete 
sulcatum :  metathoracis  dorsum  maximum,  subtilissime  rugulosum,  quasi 
bipartitum ;  pars  antica  longitudine  vix  latior,  per  medium  obsolete  sulcata ; 
pars  postica  longior,  fissa ;  fissura  postice  dehiscens,  similitudine  Afelvidis 
ely  trorum,  abdominis  apicem  attingens  :  petiolus  vix  conspicuus :  abdomen 
eompressum,  apice  subtilissime  rugulosum,  basi  laeve,  thorace  paullo  brevius 
etanguatius;  segmentum  1""  dorsum  et  sternum  omnino  obtegens  :  pedes 
fnlvi,  gracilesy  simplices,  subs^uales;  coxae  nigro-cyancae ;  trochanteres 
picei ;  femora  fusca  ;  tarsis  articuli  !•  ad  4""  curtantes,  J"*  i^  paullo  lon- 
gior ;  ungues  et  putvilli  minuti :  alse  limpidae,  parvie ;  sqiiamulas  fulvse ; 
nervi  albidi,  vix  conspicui,  basi  fulvi ;  nervus  humeralis  ulnari  multo  lon- 
gior, radialis  vix  ullus,  cubitalis  brevissimus;  stigma  minimum.  (Corp. 
long.  lin.  2 ;  alar.  lin.  3.) 

Brazil. 

*  I  have  retained  the  name  of  Mum,  arviculoidtSf  Pictet,  vrhich  was  written 
on  the  label  of  the  specimen  when  purchased. 
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Micromelus  SilaniM,  Fern.    JEne<Hiigef,  eyanetMfaruu,  anteufUB  Jidvitp 
pedes  fulvi,  dUe  fusees. 

Corpus  seneo-nigram,  subtus  cyaneo-nignim,  breve;  latum,  oonyexaiDy 
parum  nitens,  scitissime  squameum,  parce  hirtum :  caput  transversuin,  breve, 
thorace  latius ;  vertex  latus ;  frons  impressa,  abrupte  declivis  :  oculi  picei^ 
mediocres,  non  extantes :  ocelli  vertice  triangulum  fingentes ;  medius  per- 
parum  antepositus :  antennse  fulva?,  ad  os  inserts,  basi  graciles  lineares  : 
OS  piceum  :  tborax  ovatus :  protborax  brevissimus :  mesotboracis  scutum 
longitudine  latius ;  parapsides  scuto  fere  in  unum  confusse ;  paraptera  et  epi- 
mera  magna ;  scutellum  subrbombiforme,  postice  latius :  metatborax  brevis, 
declivis,  postice  angustus :  petiolus  brevissimus :  abdomen  subrotundiim, 
seneum,  nitens,  laeve,  supra  planum,  subtus  carinatum,  tborace  paullo  latius 
et  multo  brevius:  pedes  fulvi,  simplices,  subsequales:  alae  itiscse,  mediocres; 
squamulse  piceae ;  nervi  fusci ;  nervus  bumeralis  ulnari  duplo  longior,  ra- 
dialis  ulnari  brevior  cubitali  vix  longior,  cubitalis  sat  longus ;  stigma  me- 
diocre. (Corp.  long.  lin.  \\  alar.  lin.  IJ.) 
""^eUi 


Mount  Wellington. 


VIII. — Descriptions  of  Chalcidites  discovered  in  St.  Vincents  Isle 
by  the  Rev.  Lansdown  Guilding.  By  Francis  Walker,  Esq., 
F.L.S. 

Decatoma  Oretilia,  Mas  et  Fem.  Fuho-flava  fermgineo-varia,  antenna 
frdvcBy  pedes  Jlavi,  aUs  limpida. 

Corpus  convexum,  sublineare,  ftil  vo-flavum,  nitens,  subtilissime  punctatum, 
parce  birtum  :  caput  transversum,  breve,  tborace  paullo  latius ;  vertex  latus ; 
frons  impressa,  abrupte  declivis :  oculi  ruti,  mediocres,  non  extantes :  an- 
tennae fuivae,  clavat®,  thorace  non  longiores;  articulus  1"*  longus,  gracilis  ; 
2"»  cyatbiformis ;  3"»  et  4*'»  minimi ;  5^  et  sequentes  breves,  usque  ad  9"* 
latescentes;  clava  fusiformis,  acuminata,  articuto  9°  multo  latior  et  plus 
duplo  longior:  thorax  ovatus :  protborax  maximus,  transversus,  subquadratus, 
postice  ferrugineo-maculatus  :  mesotboracis  scutum  brevissimum  ;  parapsi- 
dum  suturce  vix  conspicuse ;  scutellum  subrotandum  ;  discus  ferrugineus  : 
metatborax  transversus,  brevis :  petiolus  brevis :  abdomen  ovatum,  Iceve, 
mari  thoracis  longitudine, /ftn.  tborace  paullo  longius  subtus  carinatum  apice 
acuminatum  fuscum ;  vitta  per  dorsum  interrupta  fusca :  pedes  pallide  flavi, 
simplices,  subsequales:  alae  limptdae;  squamulse  fulvn;  nervi  fulvi;  nervus 
bumeralis  ulnari  fere  duplo  longior,  radialis  ulnari  non  brevior  cubitali  plus 
duplo  longior;  stigma  minutum.     (Corp.  long.  lin.  1 ;  alar.  lin.  1}.) 

Pteromalus  Hetice,  Fem.  JSneo-viridis,  antenna  fulva,  pedes flam^  ala 
Umpida, 

Corpus  convexum,  seneo-viride,  nitens,  scitissime  squameum,  parce  hirtnm : 
caput  transversum,  breve,  thorace  latius;  vertex  latus;  frons  impressa, 
abnipte  declivis  :  oculi  rufi,  mediocres,  non  extantes  :  antennse  fulvse,  extror- 
sum  crassiores,  thorace  vix  longiores;  articulus  1" longus,  gracilis;  2"*  cya- 
tbiformis ;  3"*et  4'"  minimi ;  5"*  et  sequentes  breves,  usque  ad  10*»"  lates- 
centes ;  clava  longiconica,  acuminata,  articulo  10<*  duplo  longior :  thorax 
ovatus :  protborax  transversus,  brevissimus  :  mesotboracis  scutum  longitu- 
dine latius ;  parapsidum  suturae  vix  conspicuse ;  scutellum  subconicum,  an- 
tice  truncatum  :  metatborax  obconicus,  medioeris,  declivis :  petiolus  brevis- 
simus :  abdomen  fusiforme,  Iceve,  supra  depressum,  subtus  carinatum,  apice 
acuminatum,  tborace  longius  et  angustius :  pedes  la^e  flavi,  simplices,  sub- 
sequales :  alee  limpidce ;  squamulse  fulvse ;  nervi  flavi ;  nervus  humeralis 
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uliuuri  muho  longior,  radialis  uloari  viz  brevior^  cubitalia  sat  longot ;  itfgma 
miutitum.     (Corp.  long.  lin.  1 — \^ ;  alar.  lin.  \\ — 2.) 
Far.fi,  Thorax  «neui. 

Genua  Lelaps,  Holiday  MSS* 
Fem.  Corpui  angustum,  lublinearey  convexum,  nitens,  scidisime  iqua- 
meoni,  subtus  IsTe,  parce  hirtum :  caput  trans venum,  breve,  thoracii  latitu- 
dine ;  vertex  angustus ;  irons  impressa,  abrupte  declivis :  oculi  magni,  non 
extantes :  ocelli  vertice  triangulum  fineentes:  antennee  ffracillimse,  extrorsum 
craasiores,  pubescentes,  corpore  paullo  breviores;  articulus  1*"  longus,  gra- 
cilis ;  2°*  longicyatbiformis  ;  3°"  et  4"*  minimi ;  5°*  et  sequentes  lon^i,  usque 
ad  10""  curtantea  et  latescentes;  clava  linearis,  apice  obtusa,  articulo  10" 
longior:  thorax longiovatus  :  prothorax  brevis,  antiee  angustus:  mesotboracis 
scutum  longitudine  latius ;  parapsidum  suturee  bene  determinate,  posticc 
approximate  ;  scutellum  obconicum  ? :  metathorax  mediocris,  obconicus,  de- 
clivis :  petiolus  brevissimus :  abdomen  longiovatum,  breve,  subtus  profUnde 
carinaturo,  tborace  loneius ;  segmentum  1""  maximum :  oviductus  cxsertus ; 
vaginaa  abdoroine  paullo  breviores :  pedes  longi,  graciles,  simplices,  siib- 
sequales ;  taraorum  articuli  1°  ad  4**"  curtantes,  5"'  4**  paullo  longior ;  ungues 
et  polvilli  minuti:  ulae  mediocres;  nervus  hnmeralis  ulnari  non  longior, 
nuualis  ulnari  brevior  alas  apicem  fere  attingens,  cubitalis  sat  longus; 
stigma  minimum. 

Lelapa  pulchricomis  (Haliday  MSS.),  Fem.  Cuprea,  antenme  fuacaflavo- 
ctnctiE,  pedes  Jlavi,  proala  fusco-nebulosa. 

Corpus  cupreum,  viridi-varium  :  oculi  et  ocelli  rufi :  antennse  fuscse,  flavo- 
clnctae,  apice  flavae;  articulus  1°*  flavus:  oviductus  vafinse  f\ilva?,  apice 
fuscse ;  pedes  flavi ;  imaues  et  pulvilli  fusci :  als  limpide ;  proalae  fusco- 
nebuloaas ;  aquamulse  fiUvs ;  nervi  fulvi.    (Corp.  long.  lin.  1 ) ;  alar.  lin.  2f .) 

Genus  Idarmes. 
Corpus  sublineare,  depressum,  Iceve,  nitens,  parce  hirtum :  caput  trans- 
versiun,  breve,  thoracis  latitudine ;  vertex  sat  latus :  j^alpi  biarticulati :  oculi 
mediocres,  non  extantes;  antennse  breves,  clavatae;  articulus  1*"  longus, 
validus ;  2"*  cyathiformis ;  3"*  et  sequentes  brevissimi :  thorax  ovatus  : 
prothorax  magnus,  transversus:  mesotboracis  scutum  impressum,  longi- 
tudine latiua ;  parapsidum  suture  remote,  bene  determinate,  nostice  approx- 
imate ;  scutellum  magnum,  transversum,  bisulcatum  :  metatnorax  magnus, 
subquadratus :  petiolus  vix  ullus:  abdomen  longi-ovatum,  thorace  paullo 
loneiua  non  latius ;  segmentum  1*"°  magnum,  2""*  et  sequentia  brevia : 
oviductus  longissimus ;  vagine  corpore  triple  longiores :  propedum  coxe 
magne;  femora  crassa;  tibie  lale:  mesopedes  graciles;  coxe  parve: 
metapedum  coxe  sat  magne ;  femora  crassa ;  tibie  subarcuate :  tarsorum 
articuli  1**  ad  4""'  cartantes,  5*^  4"  paullo  longior ;  un^es  et  pulvilli  minuti: 
ale  mediocres ;  nervus  humeralis  longus,  uhiaris  brevissimus,  radialis  longus 
ulnari  vix  brevior,  cubitalis  longissimus,  arcuatus,  ulnari  longior ;  stigma 
minimum. 

Idames  Carme,  Fem.  Firidi-ameuSy  abdomen  cupreum,  antenna  nigra, 
pedes  fulvi,  aUe  limpida. 

Corpus  viridi-eneum  :  oculi  et  ocelli  rufi :  antennae  nigre:  abdomen  cu- 
preum :  oviductus  iulvus ;  vagine  nigre :  pedes  fulvi ;  ungues  et  pulvilli 
niaci :  alelimpide;  squamule  fulve ;  nervi  flavi.  (Coq).  long.  lin.  1 ;  alar. 
Un.  H.) 

Encjrrtna  Gargaris,  Mas.      Firidis,  abdomen  cupreum,  antenna  fulva, 

pedes  fulvi,  ala  albo-Hmpida. 
Corpus  breve,  convexum,  viride,  nitens,   scitissime  squamcum,  parce 
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hirtum :  caput  transversum,  breve,  thoracis  latitudine ;  vertex  latus ;  firons 
impressa,  abrupte  decHviB :  oculi  picei,  roediocres,  non  eztantei :  antennae 
fulvee,  siibmoDiIiformes,  extrorsum  crassiorcs,  thorace  non  longiores ;  arti- 
culns  !'•  longus,  gracilis;  2"*  cyathiformis ;  3"*  et  sequentes  transversi; 
clava  conica :  thorax  ovatus :  prothorax  minimus,  supra  non  conspicuus : 
mesothoracis  scutum  magnum,  planum,  longitudine  non  latins ;  parapsidum 
suturse  non  conspicuse ;  scutellum  obconicum :  metathorax  transversus, 
brcvissimus :  petiolus  vix  ullus :  abdomen  depressum,  obconicum,  cupreum, 
Isve,  thorace  multo  brevius :  pedes  fulvi ;  mesotarsi  et  metatarsi  pallidiores, 
apice  fusci :  alae  albo-limpids ;  souamulse  picete ;  nervi  fiilvi ;  nervus  ha- 
meralis  nuUus,  ulnaris  costs  dimidii  longitudine,  radialis  brevissimus,  cubi- 
talis  sat  longus ;  stigma  minutum.  (Corp.  long.  lin.  ^  ;  alar.  lin.  4.) 
Reared  from  a  larva. 

Euplectrus  Furnius  (bicolor  ?),  Mas.    Ater^  abdomhut  discus  fukms,  an- 

tentue  fusc<Bj  pedes  fulvi,  ala  limpida. 
E,  bicolori  simillimus.     Corpus  couvexum,  atrum,  nitens,  lieve,  pills  albis 

eirce  hirtum :  caput  transversum,  brevissimum,  impressum,  vix  thoracis 
titudine;  vertex  latus;  frons  abrupte  decli vis :  oculi  rufi,  mediocres,  vix 
extantes :  antennse  fuscse,  filiformes;  thorace  longiores;  articulus  1"*  longus, 
eracilis,  flavus,  apice  fuscus ;  2"*  cyathiformis ;  3"*  et  sequentes  ad  6""*  me- 
diocres, subsequafes ;  clava  ovata,  articulo  6**  longior :  thorax  ovatus  :  pro- 
thorax  angustus,  mediocris,  conicus:  mesothoracis  scutum  longitudine 
latins ;  parapsidum  suturs  non  bene  determinatffi ;  scutellum  subovatum  : 
metathorax  obconicus,  sat  magnus,  declivis :  petiolus  gracilis,  sat  longot : 
abdomen  subconicum,  depressum,  thorace  multo  brevius;  segmentum  ]*">> 
magnum,  2""  et  sequentia  brevia;  discus  fulvus:  pedes  fulvi,  simplices, 
sutequales;  ungues  et  pulvilli  fusci;  mesotibise  apice  spina  sat  longa  ar- 
mate :  alse  limpidse ;  squamulse  fulvse ;  nervi  fiavi ;  nervus  humeralis  ulnar! 
multo  longior,  radialis  ulnari  multo  brevior  cubitali  paullo  longior ;  stigma 
minutum.     (Corp.  long.  lin.  1 ;  alar.  lin.  1}.) 

Paphagus,  n.  g. 
.  Fern,  Corpus  sublineare,  depressum,  nitens,  Irove,  parce  hirtum :  caput 
transversum,  breve,  thoracis  latitudine ;  vertex  latus  ;  irons  impressa  :  oculi 
mediocres,  non  extantes :  antennse  clavate,  pubescentes,  prope  os  insertie, 
thorace  non  longiores;  articulus  1***  validus,  sublinearis;  2*"  longicyatbi- 
formis ;  3"*  et  sequentes  usque  ad  6""  latescentes ;  clava  ovata,  acuminata, 
articulo  6^  longior  et  latior :  thorax  ovatus:  prothorax  transversus,  brevis  : 
mesothoracis  scutum  longitudine  latins ;  parapsidum  suturae  non  bene  de- 
terroinats ;  scutellum  transversum,  latum  :  metathorax  mediocris,  trans- 
versus,  postice  angustus:  petiolus  brevis:  abdomen  ovatum,  supra  depressum, 
subtus  carinatum,  apice  acuminatum,  thorace  non  longius :  pedes  simplices, 
graciles,  subaequales;  tarsorum  articuli  1®  ad  4""  curtantes;  unffues  et 
pulvilli  minuti:  alee  mediocres;  nervus  ulnaris  humerali  paullo  longior, 
radialis  nullus,  cubi talis  brevis ;  stigma  minutum. 

Paphagus  Sidero,  Fem.     Cupreus,  abdomen  basi  cyaueum,  antenna  fuse^p^ 
pedes  flavi,  aUe  Hmpid€e. 

Cupreus:  oculi  picei:  antennae  fuscae ;  articulus  1°'  flavus:  mesothoracis 
scutum  viridi-varium ;  scutellum  purpureo-varium :  metathorax  viridi-cya- 
neus :  petiolus  fulvus :  abdomen  basi  cyaneum :  pedes  flavi ;  ungues  et 
pulvilli  fusci :  alse  limpidse ;  squamulse  fulvse ;  nervi  flavi.  (Corp.  long, 
tin.  1 ;  alar.  lin.  H.) 

TelenomuB  Apitius,  Fem.    Aier,  antenna  nigra,  pedes  picei,  tarsi  ftdvi^ 
ala  albo-limpida. 

Corpus  breyey  latum^  crassum,  conyezum^  atnmii  rude  ruguloBumi  pamm. 
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niteDS,  parce  hirtum  :  caput  transrenum,  breve,  thoracis  latitudlne;  yertez 
latos;  frons  coDvexOy  abrupte  declivis :  oculi  picei,  mediocres,  non  extantes: 
antennae  clavatse,  ni'grs,  corpora  breviores;  articuhis  !"•  sublinearis,  validus; 
2*"  longicyathiformis ;  S'"  et  4"'  angiisti ;  5"  et  scquentes  latiores,  clavam 
fingentesiongamfusifonnetn  :  thorax  oyatus :  prothorax  brevissimus,  supra 
non  conspicuus :  mesothoracis  scutum  magnum,  longitudine  latius ;  parap- 
sidum  sutum  non  conspicuae  ;  scutellum  mediocre,  brevi  obconicum :  meta- 


subae^uale 

fulvi ;  genua  fulva ;  tibiae  basi  fulvae  j  tarsi  fulvi,  apice  fusci :  alae  albo- 
limpidse  ;  squamulae  fuscae ;  nervi  fulvi ;  nervus  humeralis  nullus,  ulnaris 
Gestae  dimidio  brevior,  cubitab's  longus  radial!  pauHo  brevior ;  stigma  mini- 
mum.    (Corp.  long.  ]in.  i  ;  alar.  lin.  I.) 
Jleared  from  the  eggs  of  an  insect. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Mamud  of  British  Botany,  containing  the  Flowering  Plants  and  Ferns, 
arranged  according  to  the  Natural  Orders.  By  Chas.  C.  Babington, 
M.A.,  F.L.S.,  F.G.S.,  &c.  &c.     London :  J.  Van  Voorst,  1843. 

The  present  work  is  modelled  after  the  well-known  '  Synopsis 
Florae  Germanicse '  of  the  learned  Koch,  and  is  the  result  of  a  critical 
examination  of  our  native  plants,  by  a  careful  comparison  of  indige- 
nous specimens  with  the  works  of  eminent  continental  authors  and 
with  plants  obtained  from  other  parts  of  Europe,  whereby  a  deside- 
ratum long  wanted  has  been  attained,  viz.  the  assimilation  of  the 
nomenclature  of  British  and  continental  writers.  To  eifect  this,  our 
flora  has  undergone  a  general  and  scrutinizing  revision,  so  as  to  de- 
termine what  plants  are  really  deserving  of  the  rank  of  distinct  spe- 
cies, and  what  must  be  regarded  only  as  varieties ;  and  those  names 
have  been  adopted  which  possess  the  claims  of  priority  by  a  careful 
examination  of  all  the  best  European  floras,  comparing  our  plants 
with  the  descriptions  contained  in  them,  and  in  very  many  cases 
with  foreign  specimens  of  undoubted  authenticity.  In  the  adoption 
of  genera  and  species  an  endeavour  has  been  made,  by  the  examina- 
tion of  the  plants  themselves,  to  determine  which  are  truly  distinct, 
thus  taking  nature  as  a  guide,  and  not  depending  upon  the  authority 
of  any  name,  however  distinguished.  As  the  volume  is  intended  as 
a  field-book,  or  travelling  companion  for  botanists,  the  characters 
have  been  admirably  and  ably  contrasted,  and  condensed  as  much  as 
possible  consistent  with  their  accurate  discrimination.  Synonyms  have 
been  wholly  omitted,  except  quotations  of  one  British  and  one  Ger- 
man figure  to  each  plant.  Localities  are  only  given  for  new  or  pe- 
culiarly rare  plants,  though  the  general  distribution  through  the 
British  Isles,  or  in  tiie  several  main  portions  thereof,  and  their  cha- 
racter in  that  distribution,  have  been  noted.  The  arrangement  is 
that  of  the  Natural  System,  but  to  render  it  generally  available,  a 
succinct  synopsis  of  the  Linnsean  genera  is  added.  To  detail  its 
many  excellences  would  exceed  our  due  limits,  for  fuUy  to  appreciate 
the  sci^itific  and  critical  accuracy  and  discrimination  with  which  the 
Arm.  ^  Mag.  N  Hist.  Vol:m.  E 
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work  has  been  elaborated,  it  must  be  carefully  and  constantly  studied. 
We  doubt  not  but  that  it  will  very  speedily  find  its  way  (as  it  richly 
merits)  into  the  hands  of  all  true  lovers  of  botany,  and  by  them  will 
assuredly  be  hailed  as  a  successful  attempt  to  display  and  enumerate 
the  present  state  of  our  flora,  and  to  establish  it,  for  the  first  time,  on 
a  scientific  equality  with  the  advanced  state  of  continental  botany. 

The  Geographical  Distribution  of  British  Plants.    By  H.  C.  Watson, 
Part  I.  London,  1843.  8vo.     Printed  for  the  Author. 

We  feel  much  sorrow  in  having  to  inform  our  readers  that  this 
valuable  work  is  not  published,  and  must  express  our  surprise  at  the 
reason ;  viz.  the  size  to  which  it  is  expected  to  extend  and  the  un- 
certainty of  completion,  since  each  portion  is  perfect  in  itself ;  and 
also  our  admiration  of  the  author's  great  liberality  in  adopting  so 
disinterested  a  plan.  It  is  however  to  be  hoped  that  he  may  be  in- 
duced to  alter  his  views  and  allow  of  its  sale,  since  there  must  be 
many  persons,  to  whom  it  cannot  otherwise  be  attainable,  who  would 
highly  appreciate  its  value.  The  part  now  before  us  contains  the 
Orders  Ranunculacea,  Nymphaacea  and  Papaveracea,  A  general  ac- 
count of  the  distribution  of  each  order  throughout  the  world  is  first 
given,  illustrated  by  very  full  comparative  numerical  tables :  each 
species  is  then  taken  separately ;  its  presence  in  one  or  more  of  the 
eighteen  districts  into  which  the  author  has  divided  Great  Britain 
(for  Ireland  is  excluded  from  want  of  data)  is  stated  ;  a  list  of  the  local 
floras  and  catalogues  in  which  it  is  included  and  of  the  places  from 
which  Mr.  Watson  has  seen  specimens  follows,  which  is  succeeded  by 
a  detailed  account  of  its  distribution  in  this  country  and  other  parts 
of  the  world ;  and  the  account  of  the  species  is  concluded  by  a  full 
list  of  the  localities  in  which,  on  tnistworthy  authority,  it  is  known 
to  have  been  found.  At  the  head  of  the  account  of  each  species  two 
woodcuts  are  introduced,  one  of  them  being  a  small  representation  of 
the  map  of  Great  Britain  divided  into  the  author's  eighteen  districts, 
the  other  a  diagram  representing  the  relative  heights  to  which  the 
most  elevated  parts  of  each  district  attain.  In  both  of  these  cuts  its 
number  is  introduced  into  each  of  those  districts  in  which  the  plant 
has  been  found,  but  is  omitted  in  the  others. 

We  have  carefully  examined  many  parts  of  the  volume,  and  are 
much  pleased  to  add  our  testimony  to  the  great  accuracy  which  is 
apparent  in  it,  and  consider  it  as  a  highly  valuable  contribution  to 
British  botany. 

A  History  of  British  Forest  Trees  indigenous  and  introduced. 
By  P.  J.  Selby,  F.L.S.  &c.  1  voL  Svo.    London,  1842. 

We  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  above  work.  In 
it  will  be  found  very  full  accounts  of  all  the  trees  which  are  usually 
planted  for  profit,  and  many  which  belong  more  peculiarly  to  the 
ornamental  class.  Each  tree  is  illustrated  by  a  beautiful  woodcut 
of  a  full-grown  specimen,  and  several  others  to  exhibit  the  mode  of 
branching,  the  leaves,  or  the  botanical  characters.  The  author's  well- 
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known  experience  in  planting  and  the  great  success  which  has  at- 
tended his  plans  are  so  well  known,  that  we  need  scarcely  say  that 
great  attention  has  been  paid  to  that  portion  of  this  work.  On  the 
whole,  we  consider  the  present  volume  as  well  deserving  of  its  place 
in  the  well-known  series  of  works  on  British  Natural  History,  of 
which  Mr.  Van  Voorst  has  procured  the  publication,  but  cannot 
conclude  without  expressing  a  hope  that  a  little  more  attention  will 
be  paid  to  the  botanical  part  in  the  preparation  of  a  second  edition. 

Travels  in  New  Zealand.     By  £.  Dieffenbach,  M.D.,  late  Naturalist 
to  the  New  Zealand  Company.     2  vols.  8vo.     London,  1843. 

We  consider  this  work  as  the  most  valuable  addition  that  has  been 
made  of  late  to  our  knowledge  of  this  highly  interesting  country.  In 
connexion  with  a  very  full  account  of  the  topography  of  the  north- 
em.  island,  of  which  the  author  traversed  nearly  all  parts,  it  con« 
tains  very  full  and  interesting  notices  of  its  botany,  zoology,  and 
geological  character.  But  what  appears  to  us  to  be  by  far  the  most 
valuable  portion  of  the  book,  is  the  insight  which  is  derived  from 
it  into  the  manners,  customs,  state  and  prospects  of  the  Aborigines. 
The  high  opinion  that  we  had  previously  formed  of  these  people  is 
fully  confirmed  by  the  observations  of  Dr.  Dieflfenbach,  than  whom 
no  person  has  had  better  opportunities  of  coming  to  a  just  conclusion 
on  the  subject.  From  his  remarks,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  by 
judicious  treatment  they  may  soon  become  a  highly  civilized  people 
and  a  most  valuable  body  of  British  subjects,  and  iJiat  ultimately  an 
admixture  of  their  race  with  that  of  the  English  colonists  will  be  an 
advantageous  occorrence.  We  have  not  space  for  further  remarks, 
but  strongly  recommend  the  book  to  our  readers.  Mr.  J.  £.  Gray 
has  furnished  the  author  with  a  full  list  of  the  mammalia,  reptiles, 
amphibia  and  mollusca ;  Mr.  G.  R.  Ghray  of  the  birds ;  Dr.  Richard- 
son of  the  fishes ;  and  Messrs.  A.  White  and  £.  Doubleday  of  the 
annulose  animals,  which  have  been  hitherto  recorded  as  found  in 
New  Zealand,  including  many  new  species. 

Repertorium  Botanices  Systematica.    Auctore  G.  G.  Walpers. 
Vol.  i.  and  vol.  ii.  Part.  I.  Svo.    Leipsic,  1842-43. 

This  is  a  work  which  is  quite  essential  to  all  botanists,  and  we  can 
recommend  it  to  them  in  the  strongest  terms.  It  is  intended  to  form 
a  Supplement  to  the  invaluable  '  Prodromus'  of  DeCandolle,  and  con- 
tains the  characters  of  nearly  all  the  new  species  that  have  been  pub- 
lished since  the  appearance  of  the  several  volumes  of  that  work. 

Prsfaring  for  Publication. 

The  Viviparous  Quadrupeds  of  North  America.     By  John  James  Au» 
dubon,  F.R.S.  &c.,  and  the  Rev.  John  Bachman,  D.D.  &c. 

The  plan  adopted  by  the  authors,  for  the  publication  of  this  work, 
in  a  great  degree  corresponds  with  that  pursued  by  Mr.  Audubon  in 
his  litfge  work  on  the  '  Birds  of  America.'  Many  of  the  species  are 
given  of  their  natural  sizci  luid  in  most  cases,  several  figures,  with 
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trees,  plants,  and  occasionally  views  drawn  from  nature,  appear  on 
each  plate. 

The  work  contains  figures  and  descriptions  of  all  the  viTiparoaa 
quadrupeds  found  in  the  United  States,  and  from  Texas,  California, 
and  the  North-west  Coast,  to  the  British  possessions  and  arctic  re- 
gions of  North  America. 

The  work  will  be  delivered  to  subscribers  in  numbers  of  five  plates 
each,  at  intervals  of  two  months  from  the  publication  of  each  num- 
ber, making  six  numbers  annually,  and  the  whole  work  will  be  com- 
pleted in  about  thirty  numbers. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  LEARNED  SOCIETIES. 

ZOOLOGICAL    SOCIETY. 

Sept.  27, 1842.— William  Yarrell,  Esq.,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Fraser,  the  naturalist  to  the  Niger  expedition,  exhibited  seve- 
ral new  species  of  Quadrupeds,  constituting  part  of  his  collection 
formed  at  Fernando  Po ;  and  Mr.  Waterhouse,  at  the  request  of  the 
Chairman,  read  his  description  of  the  new  species,  these  having  been 
placed  in  his  hands  for  examination  by  Mr.  Fraser. 

Mr.  Waterhouse  first  drew  attention  to  a  very  interesting  new 
genus  of  Rodents,  which  he  characterized  under  the  name 

Anomalueus*. 

4—4 
Molares  t^,  radicati.     Cranium  sine  processu  post-orbitali  ossis 

temporalis,  sed  foramine  antorbitali  magno,  partem  musculi  masse- 
teris  transmittente.  Palatum  antic^  coarctatum,  postic^  emargina- 
tum  in  form&  triangulari.  Cauda  modicc  elongata  et  subfloccosa» 
parte  basali  triente  subtils  scutis  magnis  in  serie  duplici  longitudina- 
litdr  dispositis  (singulis  angulo  prominente)  obtecta.  Aures  magnse, 
subnudse.  Pa/a^ittm  inter  artus  extensum.  Rhinarium  nudum.  Pedes 
subtils  nudi ;  unguibus  falcularibus,  vald^  compressis ;  pedes  antici 
4-dactyli,  digitis  subsequalibus ;  postici  5-dactyli,  digitis  subsequali- 
bus,  intemo  excepto,  hoc  breviore. 

Anomalurus  Frasbri.  An,  vellere  longo,  permolli;  corpore  suph* 
nigra;  dorso flavescenti-fusco  lavato  ;  fronte incanescente ;  corpore 
infrlk  alba,  vel  alhido ;  artubus  intus,  patagio  ad  marginem  et  gnt^ 
ture  fuliginoso  tinctis, 

unc.  h'n. 
Longitude  ab  apice  rostri  ad  caudse  basin. ...    14     0 

Cauda     8     6 

auris 1     3 

tarsi  digitorumque 2     6 

Hab,  Fernando  Po. 

Upon  a  cursory  inspection  this  animal  would  be  regarded  as  a 

*  From  AfdfMSt  out  of  law,  and  ovp«^,  a  tail.  Should  this  have  been  pre- 
viously used  in  a  generic  sense  in  Natural  History,  the  name  Aroeethrus 
(from  df66t,  to  plough,  and  atd^Oy  air)  may  be  substituted. 
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species  of  Pteromys,  having  most  of  the  general  external  characters 
cf  the  members  of  that  group ;  there  are,  however,  some  points  of  di- 
stinction between  the  present  animal  and  the  large  Flying  Squirrels, 
which  are  important ;  of  these  the  most  conspicuous  are  the  extra- 
ordinary scales  which  cover  the  under  side  of  the  basal  third  of  the 
tail :  these  scales  are  of  a  pale  horn-colour,  sixteen  in  number  in  one 
of  two  specimens  before  me,  and  fifteen  in  the  other,  and  arranged 
in  two  longitudinal  series :  each  scale  is  narrow  at  the  base  and  broad 
at  the  opposite  extremity,  and  in  fact  nearly  of  a  triangular  form ; 
but  as  the  scales  on  one  side  alternate  with  those  of  the  other,  no 
interstices  are  left ;  they  not  only  cover  the  under  sur&ce  of  the  tail, 
but  overlap  the  sides ;  in  this  overlapping  of  the  scale  a  ridge  is 
formed,  the  extremity  of  which  is  produced  into  an  angle;  the 
point  of  the  angle  is  directed  backwards.  The  portion  of  the  tail 
which  is  thus  protected  beneath  is  well  clothed  with  fur  above,  but 
the  hairs  are  not  long,  and  the  apical  portion  (which  is  cylindri- 
cal) is  mnch  less  bushy  than  in  the  large  Flying  Squirrels  consti- 
tuting the  genus  Pteromys,  The  hinder  feet  have  the  heel  clothed 
with  fur,  but  the  outer  margin  beneath  is  naked,  and  not  densely 
clothed,  as  in  Pteromys,  The  lateral  flying  membrane  extends  from 
the  wrist  to  the  ankle,  and  is  supported  moreover  by  a  long  cartilage 
in  front,  as  in  Pteromys;  but  this  cartilage  has  its  origin  at  t£e 
elbow-joint,  and  not  at  the  wrist,  as  in  the  genus  just  mentioned. 
The  interfemoral  membrane  extends  to  the  heel,  and  is  moreover  at- 
tached to  the  sides  of  the  tail,  and  when  expanded  forms  almost  a 
straight  line. 

The  ears  are  large,  much  longer  than  broad,  and  naked,  excepting 
at  the  base  on  the  outer  side,  where  they  are  covered  with  long  fur, 
like  that  on  the  body ;  the  naked  portion  has  a  slight  flesh-like  tint, 
but  is  nearly  white,  as  are  also  (Mr.  Fraser's  notes  state)  the  naked 
portions  of  the  feet  and  the  tip  of  the  muzzle.  I'he  hairs  of  the 
moustaches  are  very  numerous,  and  although  not  very  thick,  aro 
unusually  long.  The  fur  is  long  and  remarkably  soft,  and  the  hairs 
of  which  it  is  composed  are  all  of  one  kind ;  that  is,  there  are  no 
longer  interspersed  stronger  hairs,  such  as  we  usually  find  in  the 
fur  of  the  Rodents ;  the  fur  on  the  upper  parts  is  sooty  black,  but, 
excepting  on  the  membranes,  most  of  the  hairs  are  rather  broadly 
tipp^  with  yellowish  rust- colour :  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  head 
the  colour  is  replaced  by  grey ;  on  the  under  parts  of  the  body  the 
fur  is  dirty  white ;  the  throat  is  blackish,  and  the  under  side  of  the 
throat  is  tinted  with  sooty  grey.  The  under  side  of  the  membranes 
is  sparingly  clothed  with  hairs ;  towards  the  margin  the  hairs  are 
more  numerous,  and  of  a  blackish  tint. 

In  the  structure  of  the  skull  Anomalurus  differs  considerably  from 
the  known  species  of  SciuricUe,  All  the  species  of  the  family,  the 
skulls  of  which  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  (and  they 
are  numerous,  embracing  all  the  known  genera  and  subgenera),  are 
distinguishable  by  the  possession  of  a  distinct  post-orbital  process 
to  the  cranium ;  they  have  the  palate  broad,  and  terminating  in  a 
line  with  the  posterior  molars,  or  behind  that  line ;  the  molars  of 
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opposite  Bides  of  the  jaw  are  parallel  and  the  ant-orbital  opening  it 
small,  in  the  form  of  a  tube,  and  serves  only  for  the  transmission  of 
the  infra-orbital  nerve.  These  characters  are  not  found  in  ^norna- 
lurua :  the  post-orbital  process  is  here  reduced  to  a  mere  rudiment, 
being  represented  by  an  indistinct  projection  forming  an  obtuse 
angle :  the  ant-orbital  opening  is  large,  and  evidently  i^ords  a  pas- 
sage for  a  portion  of  the  masseter  muscle  as  well  as  the  nerve ;  it 
moreover  opens  directly  in  the  bony  plate  which  constitutes  the  an- 
terior root  of  the  zygomatic  arch,  and  is  not  produced  as  it  were  into 
a  tube,  as  in  the  typical  Squirrels.  The  palate  is  narrow,  and  has  a 
deep  triangular  emargination  behind,  the  apex  of  the  triangle  being 
on  a  line  with  the  hinder  margin  of  the  penultimate  molar.  The 
molar  teeth  converge  in  front,  so  that  the  space  between  the  two 
foremost  is  scarcely  equal  in  width  to  one  of  these  teeth ;  the  crowns 
of  the  molars  of  opposite  sides  of  the  upper  jaw,  instead  of  being  on 
the  same  plane,  or  very  nearly  so,  are  directed  obliquely  outwards ; 
and  the  masticating  suriiaoe  of  those  of  the  lower  jaw,  to  meet  them, 
incline  in  an  opposite  direction.  The  incisive  foramina  are  longer 
than  is  usual  in  the  Sciurida,  and  encroach  in  a  slight  degree  upon 
the  maxillary  bones.  The  nasal  portion  of  the  skull  is  narrower,  and 
the  nasal  bones  are  remarkable  for  a  deep  emargination  in  front. 

I  have  been  led  to  institute  a  comparison  between  the  present 
animal  and  the  species  of  the  Sciurida,  on  account  of  certain  points 
of  resemblance  which  there  exist  between  it  and  the  Flying  Squir- 
rels (Pteromys),  especially  in  the  possession  of  the  expanded  flank 
and  interfemoral  membranes.  In  the  almost  total  absence  of  post- 
orbital  process,  however,  and  in  the  comparatively  large  size  of  the 
ant-orbital  opening,  the  Anomalurus  evinces  an  approach  to  the 
Myoxida ;  the  approximation  is  moreover  observable  in  the  narrow- 
ness of  the  nasal  bones  and  the  slendemess  of  the  zygomatic  arch, 
these  parts  being  compared  with  those  corresponding  in  the  squirrel 
skull. 

The  lower  jaw  is  formed  like  that  of  the  Squirrels,  and  does  not 
present  certain  peculiarities  observable  in  the  Myoxus,  viz.  that  of 
having  the  descending  ramus  perforated,  its  posterior  angle  acute, 
and  the  upper  posterior  angle  produced. 

llie  incisor  teeth  are  deeper  than  broad,  and  almost  flat  in  front. 

4—4 
The  molars  are  permanently,  it  woiild  appear,  r^,  for  in  a  skull  of 

a  young  animal  in  which  but  three  molars  on  either  side  of  the  jaw 
are  protruded,  there  is  no  trace  of  the  small  anterior  molar  so  com- 
monly found  in  the  Squirrels.  They  are  very  nearly  equal  in  size, 
and  of  a  quadrate  form ;  the  crown  of  each  molar  of  the  upper  jaw 
is  slightly  indented,  both  on  the  outer  and  inner  side,  and  the  poste- 
rior inner  angle  is  somewhat  produced ;  in  the  young  animal  it  is 
more  distinctly  produced  and  is  acute,  and  the  outer  and  inner  in- 
dentations are  scarcely  traceable.  The  molars  of  the  lower  jaw  have 
each  a  strong  indentation  on  the  outer  side.  The  folds  of  enamel 
cross  the  crowns  of  the  molars  in  the  transverse  direction,  and  the 
spaces  between  the  folds  (four  or  three  in  number)  are  about  equal 
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in  width  to  these  folds.  The  masticating  surfaces  of  these  teeth  are 
worn  flat  hy  usage,  even  in  the  comparatively  young  animal,  as  in 
other  Rodents  which  have  a  large  ant-orbital  opening,  and  have  not 
the  tubercular  surface  such  as  we  find  in  the  molars  of  the  typical 
Squirrels.  These  last-mentioned  animals,  it  would  appear,  have  a 
rotatory  motion  of  the  lower  jaw,  whilst  the  Anomaluri  have  a  lon- 
gitudinal, no  doubt  combined  witH  the  rotatory  motion ;  and  this 
difference  is  perhiq)s  due  to  the  action  of  that  portion  of  the  masse« 
ter  muscle  which  passes  through  the  ant-orbital  opening. 

llie  apparatus  of  scales,  Mr.  Fraser  remarked,  was  used  by  the 
animal  to  support  itself  when  resting  on  the  trees,  which  it  ascends 
with  great  agility.  He  had  observed  this  animal  dart  from  the 
top  of  a  lofty  tree  to  another  at  a  considerable  distance.  Descend- 
ing at  an  angle,  it  aimed  with  great  nicety  at  the  trunk  of  the  tree 
on  which  it  intended  to  alight,  and,  settling  near  the  base,  it  would 
again  ascend  to  travel  to  a  thhrd  tree  in  the  same  manner ;  occasion- 
ally, when  high  up  on  the  trunk,  it  would  rest  itself,  making  use  of 
the  singular  apparatus  of  scales  on  the  under  side  of  the  tail.  The 
imarmed  portion  of  the  tail  was  then  turned  backwards  and  upwards. 

Mr.  Waterhouse  then  proceeded  to  characterize  three  new  species 
of  Squirrels  from  Mr.  Fraser's  collection,  as  follows : — 

SciUBUS  Stangbbi.  Sc.  pilia  longis  et  rigidis,  nigro  et  flavescentu 
pemcillaiis  ;  genis,  guld,  corporeque  subttlspilis  spars'^  obtectis,  his 
plerumque  pallidis ;  caudd  magnd,  nigro  alboque  annulatd;  auribus 
parvulis ;  foramine  infra- or bitali  haud  in  canali  educto. 

unc.  lin. 
Longitudo  ab  apice  rostri  ad  caudse  basin. .. .    12     0 

Cauda 15     0 

tarsi  digitorumque 2     8^ 

auris 0     5 

Hob,  in  Insul4  Fernando  Po. 

The  most  striking  external  characters  of  this  species  consist  in  its 
large  tail,  which  is  ringed  with  black  and  white ;  the  crispness  of 
the  fiir  and  the  seminaked  condition  of  the  under  parts  of  the  body, 
the  sides  of  the  face,  muzzle,  throat,  and  the  inner  side  of  the  limbs : 
— all  these  parts  are  so  sparingly  clothed  with  hairs  that  the  skin  is 
visible.  On  the  upper  parts  of  the  body  there  is  scarcely  any  trace 
of  the  finer  under-i^r,  nearly  all  the  hairs  being  of  the  same  harsh 
character ;  they  are  black,  broadly  annulated  with  yellowish  white 
or  rusty  yellow ;  on  the  fore  parts  of  the  body  the  former  tint  pre- 
vails, but  the  hinder  parts  may  be  described  as  black,  freely  pencilled 
with  bright  rusty  yellow;  on  the  hind  limbs  this  last-mentioned 
colour  prevails,  as  well  as  on  the  upper  side  of  the  tarsus,  llie  small 
adpressed  hairs  on  the  sides  of  the  face  are  partly  black  and  partly 
yellowish  white ;  on  the  chest  the  hairs  are  for  the  most  part  whitish^ 
and  on  the  inner  side  of  the  limbs  rusty  yellow ;  on  the  belly  the 
hairs  are  most  of  them  yellowish  white,  annulated  with  black.  The 
tail  is  very  long  and  bushy :  measuring  to  the  end  of  the  hair,  it 
exceeds  the  heaid  and  body  in  length ;  excepting  quite  at  the  base. 
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where  the  tail  is  coloured  like  the  body,  all  the  hairs  are  black, 
broadly  annulated  with  white,  and  tlie  white  on  the  upper  surface 
forms  bars  or  rings ;  these  however  become  indistinct  towards  the 
apex.  The  ears  are  of  moderate  size  and  rounded.  The  heel  is 
rather  sparingly  clothed  with  hair. 

The  skull  of  this  animal  is  remarkable  for  its  oblong-ovate  form, 
and  for  having  the  ant-orbital  foramen  further  back  than  usual ;  it 
opens  indeed  directly  into  the  anterior  root  of  the  zygomatic  arch, 
and  is  not  in  the  form  of  a  longish  canal,  such  as  we  observe  in  other 
Squirrels.  The  nasal  portion  of  the  skull  is  short  and  broad,  and  the 
nasal  bones  correspond ;  the  elongated  form  of  the  cranium  is  due 
to  the  greatly  produced  hinder  portion :  the  antero-posterior  extent 
of  the  extremely  oblique  bony  plate  forming  the  anterior  root  of  the 
zygomatic  arch  is  great :  the  post- orbital  process  is  well-developed : 
the  palate  terminates  very  nearly  in  a  line  with  the  hinder  part  of 
the  posterior  molars.  The  incisive  foramina  are  moderate.  The  au- 
ditory bullae  are  rather  small.  The  incisors  are  strong  and  very  deep 
from  front  to  back.    The  molars  are  small  in  proportion  to  the  skull. 

The  dimensions  of  the  skull  are, 

in.  liiu 

Total  length 2  10 

Greatest  width 1     64 

Width  between  orbits    0  IC  _ 

Length  from  post-orbital  process  to  occiput 1     4" 

■  of  palate    1     2 

from  front  of  the  incisors  to  the  first  molar. ...  Oil 

Longitudinal  extent  of  the  four  molars 0     6 

Length  of  nasal  bones   0     S^ 

SciURUS  RUFO-BEACHiATus.  Sc. pHts  mediocrithr  longis,  subrigidis, 
nigro  et  flavescenti-penicillatis ;  corpore  suhtils  sordide  flavo  vel 
rvfescenti'flavo  ',  ar tubus  infrci  rufis ;  caudd  longd,  non  vald'kfioc- 
cosdt  annulis  nigris  et  albis,  vel  flavescenti-albis,  omatd,  ad  basin 
plerumque  ru/escente ;  auribus  parvulis  ;  dentibus  incisoribus  lon^ 
gitudinaliter  subsulcatis, 

unc.  lin. 
Longitudo  ab  apice  rostri  ad  caudae  basin. ...      86 

caudte 10     6 

tarsi  digitorumque 2     14 

-^—  auris 0     4| 

Hab,  in  Insula  Fernando  Po. 

This  species  approaches  very  nearly  to  the  Sciurus  annulatns  of 
authors,  but  is  distinguishable  by  its  richer  colouring.  The  general 
tint  of  S,  annulatus  might  be  described  as  yellowish  grey,  whilst  that 
of  the  present  animal  is  rusty  grey ;  and  especially  by  the  bright 
rust-like  tint  of  the  under  side  of  the  limbs,  and  the  pale  rust  or 
rusty  white  colour  of  the  belly.     The  heel  is  clothed  with  hair. 

The  dimensions  above  given  being  from  a  skin,  can  only  be  re- 
garded as  an  approximation;  judging  from  the  skull,  the  present 
species  must  be  much  larger  than  the  Sc,  annulatus.  Its  form  is 
nearly  the  same,  but  the  nasal  portion  is  narrower  and  more  elon- 
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gated«  and  the  post-orbital  processes  are  considerably  larger  in  pro- 
portion.    The  dimensions  of  the  skull  are  as  follows : — 

in.    lin. 

Total  length 2     14 

Greatest  width 1     2| 

Width  between  orbits 0     8§ 

Length  from  the  front  of  the  incisors  to  the  first  molar    0     li 

Length  of  palate 0  lol 

Longitudinal  extent  of  the  four  molars 0     5 

Length  of  nasal  bones 0    8^ 

Sciusns  EBTTHR06BNT8.  Sc,  suprti  rufesccnti-fuscus,  piiis  mgro 
et  nt/escenti-peniciliatis ;  genis  rufis;  guld,  corpore  subtUs,  et 
artubus  internk  albis ;  caudd  qudm  corpus  breviore,  nigrd,  albo' 
penicillatd,  pilis  ad  basin  rufescentibus ;  auribus  parvulis, 

unc.  lin. 
Longitude  ab  apice  rostri  ad  caudse  basin. ...     8     6 

coMda 6     3 

tarsi  digitorumque     1   10^ 

•  auris 0     4 

Hab.  in  Insult  Fernando  Po. 

The  bright  rust-coloured  cheeks,  combined  with  the  pure  white 
colour  of  the  under  parts  of  the  body  and  inner  side  of  the  limbs, 
will  serve  to  distinguish  this  species.  The  fur  is  rather  short  and 
moderately  soft,  and  on  the  upper  parts  of  the  body  the  hairs  are 
black  (inclining  to  greyish  at  the  base)  and  broadly  annulated  with 
rich  rusty  yellow  at  or  near  the  point.  A  shortish  longitudinal  pale 
mark  is  observable  on  each  side  of  the  body  near  the  shoulders. 
The  feet  are  finely  pencilled  with  black  and  yellowish  white.  The 
tail  is  rather  short  and  not  very  bushy,  above  black  and  rather  spa- 
ringly pencilled  with  white;  upon  separating  the  hairs,  however, 
they  are  found  to  be  of  a  pale  rust-colour  near  the  base,  and  along 
the  mesial  portion  of  the  under  side  the  tail  is  of  a  bright  rusty  red 
colour.  Tlie  tarsus  is  naked  nearly  to  the  heel,  but  on  the  heel  are 
a  few  hairs. 

Mr.  Fraser's  collection  also  contained  a  perfect  skin  of  the  Jnti' 
lope  OgilbU,  an  animal  originally  described  from  an  imperfect  speci- 
men by  Mr.  Waterhouse  in  the  Society's  Proceedings  for  May  1838, 
p.  60. 

ITiis  animal  belongs  to  the  same  division  as  the  A.  sylvicultrix  of 
authors,  and  is  apparently  equal  to  that  animal  in  size.  As  in  the 
species  just  mentioned,  the  muzzle  is  naked,  and  the  horns  are  placed 
far  behind  the  eye ;  they  are  short,  straight  (or  nearly  so)  and  pointed. 
Mr.  Fraser's  notes  state  that  the  animal  is  provided  with  a  gland 
between  the  hoofs,  and  that  the  female  has  four  teats. 

The  fur  is  short,  glossy  and  adpressed,  and  of  a  bright  rusty  red 
colour,  darkish  on  the  back,  and  paler  on  the  under  parts  of  the 
body ;  a  black  mark  runs  along  the  back  very  nearly  to  the  tail ;  this 
marie  is  broadest  towards  the  shoulders,  where  its  width  is  about  an 
inch  or  rather  less ;  over  the  shoulders  it  becomes  obliterated,  blend- 
ing gradually  into  the  brownish  hue  which  covers  those  parts  and 
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the  neck.  The  upper  surface  of  the  head  is  of  a  deep  rusty  red 
colour,  shading  into  black  at  the  tip  of  the  muzzle ;  the  sides  of  the 
face  are  yellowish  fawn-colour,  and  the  throat  is  whitish.  The  ears 
are  of  moderate  size,  broad  and  somewhat  pointed ;  externally  they 
are  clothed  with  closely  adpressed  small  hairs,  which  are  for  the 
most  part  of  a  black  colour,  but  in  front  at  the  base  they  assume  a 
bright  rust  tint ;  this  is  also  the  colour  of  the  fringe  of  longish  hairs 
on  the  anterior  margin.  About  half-way  down  the  fore  leg  and  on 
the  anterior  surface  some  black  hairs  are  observable,  intermixed  with 
those  of  the  ordinary  colour ;  these  become  more  numerous  lower 
down  and  form  a  mark  which  becomes  gradually  broader,  and  from 
the  front  to  the  hoof  it  encircles  the  foot ;  numerous  white  hairs  are 
intermixed  on  this  part,  and  they  form  a  white  ring  next  to  the  hoof. 
The  hind  feet  are  coloured  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  Waterhouse  then  read  his  description  of  a  species  of  Cat  pro- 
cured at  Sierra  Leone. 

Fblis  eutilus.  F,pilis  brevibus  adpressis;  corpore  suprdferrugi- 
neo,  ad  latera  indistinct^  maculato,  maculis  parvulis,  subths  albido 
maculis  rufo-nigricantibus  ornato ;  caudd  brevi,  immaculatd,  suprd 
obscurl  rufd,  subtils  pallidiore, 

imc.  iin. 

Longitudo  corporis  circiter    36     0 

caud(B 10     0 

The  skin  which  furnishes  the  above  characters  was  procured  by 
Mr.  Fraser  when  at  Sierra  Leone,  and  was  said  to  be  from  the  Man- 
dingo  country.  Unfortunately,  like  all  other  skins  brought  from  the 
interior  for  ssde  or  barter,  it  is  imperfect,  wanting  the  head  and  lower 
part  of  the  limbs.  In  the  shortness  of  its  tail  and  in  its  nearly  uni- 
form colouring,  it  approaches  the  Lynxes.  It  probably  inhabits  the 
mountains. 

Imperfect  skins  of  the  Cercopitkecus  CampbeUi  were  also  procured 
by  Mr.  Fraser  at  the  same  time ;  they  were  likewise  said  to  be  from 
the  Mandingo  country. 

October  11.— R.  H.  Solly,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  Gould  exhibited  and  characterized  the  following  thirty  new 
species  of  Australian  Birds : — 

HiBUNDo  NBOXBNA.   Hir,/ronte,  mento,  guld,  et pectoreferrugineo" 
rubris ;  rectricum  caud€d  (rectricibus  duabus  intermediis  exceptia), 
pogonio  interna  obliquk  albo  notato ;  corpore  suprd,  metallice  ceeru- 
leo,  subtile  pallida  fuscescente. 
Forehead,  chin,  throat  and  chest  rust-red ;  head,  back  of  the  neck, 
back,  scapularies,  wing-coverts,  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts  deep 
steel-blue  ;  wings  and  tail  blackish  brown ;  all  but  the  two  centre 
feathers  of  the  latter  with  an  oblique  mark  of  white  on  the  inner 
web ;  under  surface  very  pale  brown ;  under  tail-coverts  pale  brown, 
passing  into  an  irregular  crescent-shaped  mark  near  the  extremity, 
and  tipped  with  white  ;  irides  dark  brown ;  bill  and  legs  black. 
Total  length,  6  inches ;  biU,  ^ ;  wing,  4| ;  tail,  3 ;  tarsi,  ^. 
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Hob,  The  whole  of  the  southern  coast  of  Australia  and  Van  Die- 
men's  Land. 

Messrs.  Vigors  and  Horsfield  considered  this  species  to  be  iden- 
tical with  the  bird  figured  by  Sparmann  in  the  '  Museum  Carlsonia- 
num '  under  the  name  of  Hirundo  Javanica,  which  is  there  represented 
with  a  square  tail,  and  which,  if  drawn  correctly,  is  not  only  specifi- 
cally but  generically  distinct.  Those  gentlemen  likewise  considered 
it  to  be  identical  with  the  Hirondelle  Orientale  of  M.  Temminck's 
'  Planches  Colorizes,'  but  from  which  also  I  conceive  it  to  be  distinct. 
On  the  contrary,  the  swallow  figured  in  Griffith's  edition  of  Cuyier's 
'  Animal  Kingdom'  is  certainly  the  Australian  bird ;  but  as  the  spe- 
cific term  there  given  had  been  previously  employed  by  Sparmann, 
as  mentioned  above,  the  necessity  of  a  new  name  for  the  present 
bird  has  been  forced  upon  me ;  and  that  of  neoxena  has  suggested 
itself  as  appropriate,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  appearance  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  southern  portions  of  Australia  being  hailed  as  a 
welcome  indication  of  the  approach  of  spring,  and  its  arrival  there 
associated  with  precisely  the  same  ideas  as  those  popularly  enter- 
tained respecting  our  own  pretty  swallow  in  Europe.  The  two 
species  are  in  fact  beautiful  representatives  of  each  other,  and  assi- 
inHate  not  only  in  their  migratory  movements,  but  also  most  closely 
in  dieir  whole  habits,  actions  and  economy. 

CoLLocALiA  Ariel.     Coll,  veriice  ferrugineo-ruhro,  dorso,  plumis 
8capularibu9,  et  alarum  tectricibus  saturate  metallico-caruleis, 
uropggio  fulvescenii-albo,  tectricibus  caudafuscisi  corpore  subtHs 
albo,/errugineo  tincto. 
Crown  of  the  head  rust-red ;  back,  scapularies  and  winfi^-coverts 
deep  steel-blue ;  wings  and  tail  dark  brown ;  rump  bufiy  white ;  up- 
per tail-coverts  brown ;  under  smface  white,  tinged  with  rust-red, 
particularly  on  the  sides  of  the  neck  and  flanks ;  the  feathers  of  the 
throat  with  a  fine  line  of  dark  brown  down  the  centre ;  irides  black- 
ish brown ;  bill  blackish  grey ;  legs  and  feet  olive-grey. 

Total  length,  4  inches ;  bUl,  | ;  wing,  d| ;  tail,  1| ;  tarsi,  ^. 
Hab.  The  southern  portions  of  Australia. 

DiCRURUS  BRACTBATUS.  Dic.  coTpore  suprh  et  infrd.  saturate  nigro  ; 
plumis  capitis  lunuld  metaUico-viridi,  illis  corporis  priMerfim  peC' 
torts  guttd  ejusdem  splendoris,  ad  apicem  bracteatis. 

Head,  body  above  and  below  deep  black ;  the  feathers  of  the  head 
with  a  crescent,  and  the  feathers  of  the  body,  particularly  of  the 
breast,  with  a  spot  of  deep  metallic  green  at  the  tip ;  wings  and  tail 
deep  glossy  green ;  under  wing- coverts  black,  tipped  with  white ; 
irides  brownish  red ;  bill  and  feet  blackish  brown. 

Total  length,  10|  inches ;  bill.  If ;  wmg,  6  ;  tail,  5^  ;  tarsi,  J. 

Hab.  The  eastern  and  northern  coasts  of  Australia. 

Syn.  Dicrurus  balicassius,  Vig.  8f  Horsf.,  but  not  of  Lath, 

Rhifidura  nRYAS,  Gould.  Rhipi.fronte,  dorso  in/eriore,  tectrici- 
busque  cauda  ferrugineis ;  caudd  fuscescenti'Cinered,  rectricibus 
dwdms  intermediis  ad  apicem  obscurl  albo  notatis,  reliquis  per 
partem  apicalem  tertiam  albis. 
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Forehead  rust-red ;  crown  of  the  head,  back  of  the  neck,  upper 
part  of  the  back  and  the  wings  olive-brown ;  lower  part  of  the  back 
and  upper  tail-coverts  rust-red ;  tail  brownish  grey,  the  two  centre 
feathers  obscurely  tipped  with  white,  and  the  remainder  white  for 
one-third  of  their  length  from  the  tip;  throat  white;  ear-coverts 
dark  brown ;  chest  black,  the  feathers  being  edged  with  white  as 
they  pass  on  to  the  abdomen,  which  is  wholly  white ;  flanks  and  un- 
der tail-coverts  very  faintly  tinged  with  buflf ;  irides  blackish  brown ; 
bill  black ;  feet  dark  brown. 

Total  length,  5^  inches  ;  bill,  | ;  wing,  2f  ;  tail,  3| ;  tarsi,  J. 

This  species  is  nearly  allied  to  Rhipidura  rufijrons,  but  diners  in 
being  much  smaller,  in  the  red  not  extending  on  to  the  plumes  and 
shafte  of  the  tail-feathers,  and  in  there  being  more  white  on  their 
extremities. 

Hab,  Port  Essington,  north  coast  of  Australia. 

MiciL«CA    FLAViGASTER.       Mic,   corpore  superiore  /uscescenti- 
olivaceo ;  alis  cauddquefitscis,  colore  pallidiore  plumis  marginatis  ; 
guld  alhd,  corpore  inferior e  flavo. 
All  the  upper  surface  brownish  olive ;  wings  and  tail  brown,  mar- 
gined with  paler  brown ;  throat  white ;  all  the  under  surface  yellow ; 
irides  dark  brown ;  bill  blackish  brown ;  feet  blackish  grey. 
Total  length,  d§  inches ;  bill,  ^  ;  wing,  2^  ;  tail,  2^ ;  tarsi,  |. 
Hab,  Port  Essington. 

Gbeygone*  maonibostbis.  Ger,  corpore  suprd/usco,  infrh  albo  ; 
primariis  leviter  olivaceo -marginatis ;  caudd  propk  apicem  indi- 
stinctl  fuscescenti-nigro  vittatd. 

All  the  upper  surface  brown ;  margins  of  the  primaries  slightly 
tinged  with  olive  ;  tail-feathers  crossed  near  the  extremity  by  an  in- 
distinct broad  band  of  brownish  black ;  all  the  imder  surface  white, 
tinged  with  brownish  buff;  irides  light  brown ;  bill  olive-brown ;  the 
base  of  the  lower  mandible  pearl-white ;  feet  greenish  grey. 

Total  length,  3|  inches  ;  bill,  -^ ;  wing,  2^  ;  tail,  l|- ;  tarsi,  |. 

Hab,  Port  Essington. 

Oebtgonb  chlobonotvs.  Ger,  capite  et  nuchd/uscescenti-cinereis  ; 

dorso,  alarum  tectricibtts,  uropygio,  tectricibus  cauda,  remigum 

primorum  marginibus,  et  per  partem  dimidiam  basalem  marginibus 

Cauda  rectricum  nitidk  olivaceo-viridibus  ;  corpore  subtHs,  lateribus, 

crissoque  olivaceo-flavis. 

Head  and  back  of  the  neck  brownish  grey ;  back,  wing-coverts, 

rump,  upper  tail-coverts,  margins  of  the  primaries,  and  the  margins 

of  the  basal  half  of  the  tail-feathers,  bright  olive-green ;  primaries 

and  tail-feathers  brown,  the  latter  becoming  much  darker  towards 

the  extremity ;  under  surface  white ;  sides  and  vent  olive-yellow ; 

irides  wood-brown ;  upper  mandible  greenish  grey ;  lower  mandible 

white ;  feet  blackish  grey. 

*  Psilopus  of  the  former  parts  of  these  *  Proceedings,*  and  for  which  the 
term  Gerygone  is  now  substituted,  the  former  term  having  been  previously 
employed. 
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Total  length,  3|  inches ;  bill,  ^^ ;  wing,  2| ;  tail.  If ;  tarsi,  |. 

Hob,  Port  Essington. 

€hniY&oKB  LBYiOASTBR.  GcT,  corporc  superiore  ferrugineO'fusco ; 
inferiore  alba,  levithr  flavido  tincto, 

A  narrow  obscure  line,  commencing  at  the  nostrils  and  passing 
over  the  eye,  yellowish  white ;  all  the  upper  surface  rusty  brown ; 
primaries  brown,  margined  with  lighter  brown  ;  tail  whitish  at  the 
base,  gradually  deepening  into  nearly  black,  the  lateral  feather 
largely,  and  the  remainder,  except  the  two  middle  ones,  slightly 
tipped  with  white ;  all  the  under  surface  white,  slightly  washed  with 
yeUow ;  irides  light  reddish  brown ;  bill  olive-brown ;  base  of  lower 
mandible  light  ash-grey ;  feet  dark  greenish  grey. 

Total  length,  3|  inches;  bill,  | ;  wing,  2  ;  tail,  1^ ;  tarsi,  f . 

Hab.  Port  Essington. 

For  a  new  form,  nearly  allied  to  Gerygone,  Mr.  Gould  proposed 
the  generic  name  of  Smicromis,  with  the  following  characters  : — 
Gen,  Char, — Rostrum  parvulum,  et  instar  grani  tritici ;  fer^  cylin- 

draceum ;  a  basi  incurvatum.     Nares  basales  oblongse,  et  oper- 

culo  obtectse ;  ad  basin  rostri,  pili  tenuissimi  admodum  pauci. 

Ake  modic^  longse,  alula  brevissima,  primaries  tertia,  quarta,  et 

quinta  longissimse,  et  inter  se  fer^  aequales.     Cauda  brevis,  et 

quadrata.     Tarsi  modici ;  digit!  perbreves ;  digitus  posticus  cum 

intermedio  fer^  cosequalis.     Ungues  admodum  adunci,  et  ad  hse- 

rendum  aptati. 

Smicrornis  flavbscbns.  Smic.  corpore  superiore  nitidh  flaves* 
centi'oHvaceo,  plumis  capitis  strigd  fused  ferh  ohsoleid  longitudi' 
naliter  notatis,  corpore  inferiore  nitid^flavo. 

All  the  upper  surface  bright  yellowish  olive  ;  the  feathers  of  the 
head  with  an  indistinct  line  of  brown  down  the  centre ;  wings  brown ; 
tail  brown,  deepening  into  black  near  the  extremity,  and  with  a  large 
oval  spot  of  white  on  the  inner  web,  near  the  tip  of  all  but  the  two 
central  feathers  ;  all  the  under  surface  bright  yellow. 

Total  length,  2|  inches  ;  bill,  -^ ;  wing,  1 J ;  tail,  \\  ;  tarsi,  ^. 

Hah.  Port  Essington. 

Pachtcbphala  palcata,  Gould.  Pack,  vertice,  loris,  plumis  aU' 
ricularibus,  dorso,  caudaque  tectricibus  cinereis;  guld  albd,  lunuld 
nigrd  infrU  circumdatd. 

Adult  m(Ue, — Crown  of  the  head,  lores,  ear-coverts,  back  and 
upper  tail-coverts  grey;  wings  dark  brown,  all  the  feathers  mar- 
gined with  grey ;  tlu-oat  white,  bounded  below  by  a  distinct  crescent 
of  black;  abdomen,  flanks,  and  imder  tail- coverts  orange -brown ; 
tail  dark  brown ;  the  basal  portion  of  the  webs  edged  with  grey ; 
irides  reddish  brown ;  bill  black ;  feet  blackish  brown. 

Total  length,  5|  inches ;  bill,  | ;  wing,  d| ;  tail,  2| ;  tarsi,  f . 

Adult  female. '^Crowa  of  the  head  and  all  the  upper  surface  grey ; 
ear-coverts  brownish  grey ;  throat  bufiy  white,  passing  into  light  buff 
or  fawn-colour  on  the  chest,  flanks,  abdomen,  and  under  tail-coverts ; 
tiie  feathers  of  the  throat  and  chest  with  a  narrow  dark  line  down 
the  centre ;  wings  and  tail  as  in  the  male. 
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Total  length.  S\  inches  ;  bill,  f ;  wing,  d| ;  tail,  2| ;  tam,  f . 

Young  male, — Similar  in  colour  to  the  female,  but  with  the  throat 
whiter  and  the  markings  on  the  chest  much  more  distinct,  and  ex- 
tending over  the  abdomen  also. 

Nearly  allied  to  Pachycephala  pectoralis,  but  differs  in  being  rather 
smaller,  and  in  having  no  black  round  the  eyes  or  on  the  ear-coverts* 

Hab.  Port  Essington. 

Pachycsphala  mblanura.  Pack,  capite,  lunuldpone  oculos,  per 
latera  colli  ductd  et  pectus  transeunte,  cauddque  nigris ;  guld  albd, 
torque  nuchali,  corporeque  subtus,  saturate  flavis. 

Head,  crescent  commencing  behind  the  eye  and  crossing  the  chest, 
and  the  tail  black ;  throat  pure  white ;  collar  round  the  back  and 
sides  of  the  neck,  and  all  the  under  surface  very  rich  gamboge-yellow ; 
upper  surface  rich  yellowish  olive ;  wings  black ;  the  coverts  mar- 
gined with  yellowish  olive ;  the  primaries  narrowly  and  the  secon- 
daries broadly  margined  with  yellowish  grey ;  bill  and  feet  black ; 
irides  brown. 

Total  length,  6  inches ;  bill,  | ;  wing,  3^ ;  tail,  2| ;  tarsi,  |. 

Hab,  North  coast  of  Austrsdia. 

Pachycephala  simplex.     Pack,  corpore  superiore/usco,  in/eriore 

fuacescenti-albo,  singulis  plumis  strigd  fused  fer\  obsoletd  longi^ 

tudinaliter  notatis. 

All  the  upper  surface  brown ;  all  the  under  surface  brownish 

white,  with  a  very  faint  stripe  of  brown  down  the  centre  of  each 

feather ;  irides  light  brown ;  bill  and  feet  black. 

Total  length,  5  inches ;  bill,  | ;  wing,  2| ;  tail,  2f ;  tarsi,  |. 
Hab.  Port  Essington. 

Mr.  Goidd  then  mentioned,  that  having  obtained  another  species 
of  the  same  form  as  the  Acanthiza  pyrrhopygia  of  Messrs.  Vigors  and 
Horsfield,  which  latter  differs  considerably  from  the  other  members 
of  that  group,  he  proposed  to  form  the  two  birds  into  a  new  genus, 
under  the  name  of  Hylacola,  with  the  following  characters : — 

Genus  Hylacola. 

Gen,  Char. — Rostrum  capite  brevius,  compressum,  ad  basin  ssquh 
altum  atque  latum ;  culmen  gradatim  ad  apicem  mandibulse  supe- 
rioris  declive ;  apex  levit^r  emargiuatus  ;  rictus  vibrissis  raris  in- 
structus.  Nares  basales,  oblongae,  magis  grandes,  et  operculo 
tectae.  Ala  breves,  admodtim  rotundatse  concavae ;  primariae  prima, 
secunda  et  tertia,  longitudine  dissimili,  quarta,  quinta,  et  sexta 
cosequales,  et  longissimac.  Cauda  magis  elongata,  et  rotundata. 
Tarsi  mediocres.     Digiti  magis  elongati ;  extemi  coaequales. 

Typus,  Acanthiza  pyrrhopygia,  Vig.  and  Horsf. 

Hylacola  cauta.  HyL  lined  albd  per  faciem  super  oculos  ductd 
vertice,  corporeque  superiore  fuscis ;  caudte  tectricibus  crissoque 
pallielh  castaneis ;  alarum  tectricibus  fuscis,  fuscescenti-albo  mar" 
ginatis,  primariis  fuscis,  pogoniis  extemis  ad  basin  conspicuk 
albis. 

At  the  base  of  the  upper  mandible  a  line  of  white,  which  con- 
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tinues  along  the  aide  of  the  face  and  over  the  eye ;  above  this  a  nar- 
row line  of  black ;  crown  of  the  head  and  aU  the  upper  surface  brown ; 
upper  and  under  tail- coverts  bright  chestnut ;  wing-coverts  brown, 
edged  with  brownish  white ;  primaries  brown,  with  the  outer  web  at 
the  base  white,  forming  a  conspicuous  spot  in  the  centre  of  the  wing ; 
tail  bUddah  brown,  tipped  with  white ;  throat  striated  with  black 
and  white,  produced  by  each  feather  being  fringed  with  white,  and 
having  a  strong  stripe  of  black  down  the  centre;  flanks  mottled 
brown  and  white ;  abdomen  white ;  bill  dark  brown ;  irides  buff- 
white  ;  feet  flesh-brown. 

Total  length,  5|  inches ;  bill,  -j^ ;  wing,  2^ ;  tail,  2^ ;  tarsi,  |. 

Hab.  Western  Belts  of  the  Murray  in  South  Austndia. 

CiNciiOEAMFHUs  CAiTTATORis.      Omc,  corpoTt  supetiore  arenaceO' 
JkscOt  colore  plmnarum  centrali  saturatiore,  notd  ant^  oculos  tri- 
angulari  fuscescenti-nigrd ;  guld  et  pectore  sordid^  albis,  h^iu9 
plumii  strigd  fused  longitudinaliter  notatit,  corpore  inferiore  pal' 
lidkfuaco,  abdomine  medio  saturate  fusco. 
All  the  npper  surfeuie  sandy  brown,  the  centres  of  the  feathers 
darker;  primaries  and  tail  greyish  brown,  slightly  margined  with 
reddish  brown;  immediately  before  the  eye  a  triangular  spot  of 
brownish  black ;  throat  and  chest  dull  white,  the  latter  with  a  stripe 
of  brown  down  each  feather ;  under  surface  light  brown ;  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  abdomen  a  patch  of  dark  brown,  each  feather  margined 
with  pale  brown ;  bill  and  feet  fleshy  brown. 

Total  length,  8  inches  ;  bUl,  1^  ;  wing,  4^ ;  tail,  4^  ;  tarsi,  1^. 
Hab,  South  Australia. 

Ptilotis  flava.     Ptil.  corpore  superiore,  alts,  cauddque  olivaceo- 

flavis ;  corpore  inferiore  lucidl  ejusdem  coloris. 
All  the  upper  surface,  wings  and  tail  olive-yellow ;  inner  webs  of 
the  primaries  brown ;  all  the  under  surface  bright  olive-yellow  ;  bill 
blackish  brown  ;  feet  reddish  flesh-brown. 

Total  length,  6^  inches ;  bill,  | ;  wing,  3^  ;  tail,  3^  ;  tarsi,  f. 
Hab.  North  coast  of  Australia. 

FriJAms  VBBBiGOLoa.     PtiL  corpore  superiore  ftueetcenti^oHvaceo^ 
phfnmsflavescemti'Olivaceo  tnarginatis,  alts  cauddque  subtHs  hteolis; 
strigd  suptroculari  nigrd;  plumia  auricularibus  saturate  cinereis ; 
strigd  infra-auriculari  nitidlfiavd,  guld  et  corpore  svbtils  fiavis, 
singulis  plumis  strigd  fused  longitudinalUhrnotatis ;  crisso  palli- 
diore. 
All  the  upper  surface  brownish  olive,  tinged  with  yellowish  olive 
on  the  margins  of  the  feathers ;  outer  webs  of  the  primaries  and  tail 
wax-yellow ;  inner  webs  brown ;  under  surface  of  the  wing  and  tail 
yellowish  buff;  stripe  over  the  eye  to  the  back  c^  the  neck  black ; 
ear-coverts  dark  grey ;  below  the  ear-coverts  a  stripe  of  bright  yellow ; 
throat  and  under  sui^ace  yellow,  becoming  paler  as  it  approaches  the 
vent,  each  feather  with  a  stripe  of  brown  down  the  centre. 
Total  length,  8  inches ;  bill,  1 ;  wing,  4  ;  tail,  3|  j  tarsi,  1. 
Hab.  North  coast  of  Australia. 
Ptilotis  unicolor.    Ptil.  loris  et  orbitis  saturate  fuscis  f  colore 
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corporis  fascescenti-olivaceo,  apud  partes  in/eriores  palUdiare; 
primariis  clariore  marginatis ;  humeris  iniemis  luteolis. 

Lores  and  orbits  deep  brown ;  all  the  plumage  brownish  olive ;  the 
under  surface  paler  than  the  upper ;  primaries  margined  with  brighter 
olive  than  the  other  parts  of  the.  body ;  under  surface  of  the  shoulder 
pale  buff;  irides  obscure  red;  bill  dark  olive-brown;  naked  gape 
fleshy  white,  passing  into  yellow  at  the  comer  of  the  mouth ;  legs 
and  feet  light  ash-grey. 

Male, — Total  length,  7  inches ;  bill,  1 ;  wing,  3f ;  tail,  3  J ;  tarsi,  1 . 

Hob,  Port  Essington. 

The  sexes  are  alike  in  colour,  but  the  female  is  considerably 
smaller  in  size. 

Myzombla  obscura.  Myz,  colore  corporis  sordidh  fusco^  apud 
partes  inferiores  pallidiore,  et  ad  caput  tincturd  vinaced. 

The  whole  of  the  plumage  dull  brown,  with  a  vinous  tinge  on  the 
head ;  paler  on  the  under  surface ;  irides  bright  red ;  bill  dark  green- 
ish black ;  feet  dark  bluish  grey ;  tarsi  tinged  with  yellow. 

Male. — ^Total  length,  5  inches ;  bill,  | ;  wing,  2| ;  tail,  2^ ;  tarsi,  |. 

Hab,  Port  Essington. 

The  sexes  differ  only  in  the  female  being  much  smaller  in  size. 

Gltciphila  fasciata.     Glyc,  vertice  fuscescenti-ni^o,  phnnis  ad 

apicem  lunuld  parvuld  albd  ornatis;  uropygio  rufo  tincto,  faciei 

lateribus,  guld  et  corpore  subtHs  albis,  ab  angulis  oris  strigd  an^ 

gustd  fttscescentunigrd  per  latera  colli  ductd  ;  pectore  lineis  semi' 

circularibus  fuscescenti-nigris  transveriim  /asciato-lateribus  et 

crisso  luteolis,  laterum  plumis  strigd  centrali  fuscescenti-nigrd 

longitudinalithr  notatis. 

Crown  of  J;he  head  brownish  black,  with  a  small  crescent  of  white 

at  the  extremity  of  each  feather ;  feathers  of  the  back  very  dark 

brown,  margined  with  bufiy  brown ;  rump  tinged  with  rufous ;  wings 

and  tail  dark  brown,  fringed  with  light  brown ;  sides  of  the  face, 

throat,  and  under  surface  white ;  from  l£e  angle  of  the  mouth  down  the 

side  of  the  neck  a  narrow  stripe  of  brownish  black ;  chest  crossed  by 

a  number  of  semicircular  brownish  black  fasciae ;  flanks  and  under 

tail-coverts  buff,  the  former  with  a  stripe  of  brownish  black  down 

the  centre ;  irides  reddish  brown ;  bill  greenish  grey ;  feet  aurora-red. 

Total  length,  4|  inches ;  bill,  | ;  wing,  2| ;  tail,  2J ;  tarsi,  |f . 

Hab.  Port  Essington. 

Entohofhila?  rufogulabis.     Ent.  capite  et  corpore  superiore 
fascis ;  primariis  et  caudte  rectricibus,  extern^  colore  cerino  mar^ 
ginatis,  guldferrugined. 
Head  and  all  the  upper  surfietce  brown;  wings  and  tail  darker 
brown ;  primaries,  secondaries  and  tail-feathers  margined  externally 
with  wax-yellow ;  throat  rust-red ;  sides  of  the  head  and  all  the  un- 
der surface  very  pale  brown ;  bill  and  feet  dark  purplish  brown. 
Total  length,  4|  inches ;  bill,  | ;  wing,  2f ;  tail,  2j- ;  tarsi,  ^. 
Hab.  North  coast  of  Australia. 

Entomophila  ?  ALBoouLARis.  Ent.  capite  saturate  cinereo,  cor' 
pore  superiore  fusco;  alis  cauddque  saturatunibus ;  primariis. 
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seamdariis,  rectricibusque  cmuUt  per  partem  batalem  dimidiam 
cerino  marghuUis  ;  guld  albd,  pectore  et  lateribus  e  rubro4uteolis ; 
ahdomine  medio,  et  crisso  aibis. 
Head  dark  grey ;  all  the  upper  BurfiEU^e  brown ;  wing^  and  tail  darker 
brown ;  primaries,  secondaries,  and  basal  half  of  the  tail-feathers  mar- 
gined with  wax-yellow ;  throat  pure  white ;  chest  and  flanks  reddish 
buff;  centre  of  the  abdomen  and  under  tail-coverts  white;  irides 
bright  reddish  brown ;  bill  blackish  grey ;  feet  bluish  grey. 
Total  length,  4^  inches ;  bill,  | ;  wing,  2|  ;  tail,  2  ;  tarsi,  {. 
The  female  is  similar,  but  much  less  brilliant  in  colour  than  her 
mate. 

Hob.  Port  Essington. 

Calyptorhykchus   MAcaoRHYKCHUs.      Cal,  mas  fitlgid^  e  c«- 
ruleo-niger,  rectricibus  cauda  tribus  extemis  (externa  pogonio 
extemo  excepto)  ferh  apud  medium  vittd  latd  pulchr^  coccinedfaa- 
ciatis, 
Feem.  a  mari  dijfert  plumie  crista,  laterum  capitis,  tectricumque 
alarum  flavido'guttatis,  singulis  plumis  corporis  inferioris,  et  pra* 
seriim  pectoris  fasciis  nonnullis  luteolis  omatis ;  rectricibus  cauda 
tribus  extemis  subtiks,  crebr^  et  irregularith' flavido-fasciatis  ;  SU' 
prd,  ad  basin  fasciis  nitidlflavis  ad  basin,  exinde  ad  apicem  pal' 
lidk  coccineis  notatis. 
Male, — ^The  whole  of  the  plumage  glossy  bluish  black ;  lateral 
tail-feathers,  except  the  external  web  of  the  outer  one,  crossed  by  a 
broad  band  of  fine  scarlet ;  bill  horn-colour ;  irides  blackish  brown ; 
feet  mealy  blackish  brown. 

Female, — General  plumage  as  in  the  male,  but  with  the  crest- 
feathers,  those  on  the  sides  of  the  face  and  neck,  and  the  wing- 
coverts,  spotted  with  light  yellow ;  each  feather  of  the  under  surface, 
but  particularly  the  chest,  crossed  by  several  semicircular  fasciae  of 
yellowish  buff ;  lateral  tail-feathers  crossed  on  the  under  surface  by 
numerous  irregular  bands  of  dull  yellow,  which  are  broad  and  freckled 
with  black  at  the  base  of  the  tail,  and  become  narrower  and  more 
irregular  as  they  approach  the  tip ;  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  tail 
these  bands  are  bright  yellow  at  the  base  of  the  feathers,  and  gpra* 
dually  change  into  pale  scarlet  as  they  approach  the  tip ;  irides 
blaclash  brown. 

Total  length,  2  inches ;  bill,  1  j  in  length  and  3  in  depth ;  wing,  1 6 ; 
tail,  12  ;  tarsi,  1. 

Hab.  Port  Essington. 

Cacatua  sanouinea.     Cac,  corpore  albo,  plumis  faciei,  ad  basin 
sanguineo-tinctis ;  primariis,  secundariis  et  rectricibus  cauda,  cum 
pogoniis  intemis  ad  basin  sulphureis. 
AU  the  plumage  white ;  base  of  the  feathers  of  the  lores  and  sides 
of  the  face  stained  with  patches  of  blood-red ;  base  of  the  inner  webs 
of  the  primaries,  secondaries  and  tail-feathers  fine  sulphur-yellow ; 
bill  yellowish  white ;  feet  mealy  brown. 
Total  length,  15  inches;  bill,  1^ ;  wing,  lOf ;  tail,  6 ;  tarsi,  J. 
Hab.  North  coast  of  Australia. 
Ann.  ^  Mag.  N.  Hist.  Vol.m.  F 
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Climactbris  MBLAHxniA,  Gould.     CUm.fronte,  corpore  mtperiore, 
rectricibusque  caudle  ex  hohserico  fuscescenti'nigris }  occipite  et 
nuchdferrugineo'tinctis;  primariis  et  aecundariis  ad  apicem  et 
basin  saturate  fuscis ;  plumis  gularibue  albis  nigro-marginatis ; 
abdomine  et  lateribusferrugineis;  crisso  nigro. 
Forehead,  all  the  upper  surface  and  tail-feathers  velvety  brownish 
black ;  the  occiput  and  back  of  the  neck  stained  with  ferruginous 
brown ;  primaries  and  secondaries  dark  brown  at  the  base  and  at  the 
tip ;  the  intermediate  space  buff,  forming  a  conspicuous  band  across 
the  wing  when  expanded ;  feathers  of  the  throat  white,  edged  all 
round  with  black,  giving  the  throat  a  striated  appearance ;  abdomen 
and  flanks  ferruginous  brown ;  under  tail- coverts  black,  irregularly 
crossed  with  bars  of  buff;  bill  and  feet  blackish  brown. 
Total  length,  Q^  inches ;  bill,  ^ ;  wing,  4 ;  tail,  3  ;  tarsi,  1 « 
In  si£e  tins  species  rather  exceeds  the  Climacteris  ecandens. 
Hab.  The  north-west  coast  of  Australia. 
From  the  collection  of  Mr.  Bynoe. 

PoRZANA  FLtTMiNEA.    PoTz,  corpove  supetiore  olhaceo;  singulis 
plumis  strigd  centrali  nigrescente,  et  ad  marginem  guttis  duabus 
albis  antic^  et  posticl  nigro-cinctis,  ornatis ;  facie,  guld,  pectore 
et  abdomine  superiore  plumbeo-cinereis,  abdomine  tmo,  et  lateribus 
cinerescenti-nigrist  lineis  albis  angusiis  irregularithr  fasciatis. 
All  the  upper  surface  olive,  with  a  broad  stripe  of  blackish  brown 
down  the  centre  and  two  oval  spots  of  white,  bounded  above  and 
below  with  black  on  the  margin  of  each  web  of  every  feather  ;  pri- 
maries and  secondaries  brown ;  tail  dark  brown,  margined  with  lighter 
brown  and  with  an  indication  of  white  spots  on  the  extreme  edge ; 
face,  throat,  chest,  and  upper  part  of  the  abdomen  dark  slate-grey ; 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen  and  flanks  greyish  black,  crossed  by  nar- 
row irregular  bars  of  white ;  under  tail*  coverts  white ;  bill  orange- 
red  at  the  base,  and  dark  oUve-green  for  the  remainder  of  its  length ; 
feet  darit  olive-green. 

Total  length,  7  inches ;  bill,  | ;  wing,  3f ;  tail,  1 J  ;  tarsi,  1. 
Hab.  New  South  Wales. 

PoRZANA  PALUSTRis.     PoTZ.  capitc  et  nuchd/etTugineo-Juscis,  sin^ 
gulis  plumis  longitudinalithr  strigd  centrali  nigrescenti-omatis ; 
plumis  dorsalibus  scapularibus,  et  secundariis  fuscescenti-nigris, 
ru/escente  marginatis,  et  strigd  oblongd  albd  nigro  interruptd  or^ 
natis ;  guld,  pectore,  et  abdomine  superiore  cinereis  j  abdomine  imo 
et  lateribus  nigrescentibus  lineis  latis  irregularibus  cinereis  fas^ 
ciatis. 
Head  and  back  of  the  neck  rusty  brown,  with  a  stripe  of  blackish 
brown  down  the  centre  of  each  feather ;  feathers  of  the  back,  scapu- 
laries  and  secondaries  brownish  black  margined  with  rusty  brown, 
and  with  an  oblong  stripe  or  mark  of  white,  interrupted  in  the  mid- 
dle with  black ;  wing- coverts  rusty  brown,  a  few  of  them  marked  on 
their  inner  webs  like  the  scapularies ;  primaries  brown,  two  or  three 
of  the  innermost  with  a  mark  or  marks  of  white  at  the  tip  ;  tail  dark 
brown,  fringed  with  rusty  brown ;  face,  throat,  chest  and  upper  part 
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of  the  abdomen  grey ;  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  and  flanks  black* 
iah  grey,  crossed  by  broad  irregular  bands  of  grey ;  bill  and  feet 
olire-brown. 
Total  length,  6  inches ;  bill,  f  ;  wing,  3  ;  tail,  1^  ;  tarsi,  1. 
Hah.  Van  Diemen's  Land. 

Sterka  velox.     Stem.fronte,  loris,  colli  lateribus,  et  corpore  m- 
feriore  alhis  /  spatio  circumocnlari,  occipite  et  nuchd  nigris ;  cor- 
pore superiore,  alis,  cauddque  belli  cinereis. 
Forehead,  lores,  sides  of  the  neck,  and  all  the  under  surface  white ; 
space  surrounding  the  eye,  occiput,  and  back  of  the  neck  black  ;  all 
the  uppet  surface,  wings  and  tail  delicate  grey ;  outer  web  of  the 
external  quill  greyish  black ;  shafts  of  all  the  primaries  white  ;  irides 
blackish  brown  ;  bill  black. 
Total  length,  13  inches;  bill,  2| ;  wing,  9 J ;  tail,  6^  ;  tarsi,  J. 
Hab.  Bass's  Straits. 

Hydrochblidon   pluviatilis.     Hyd,  fronte,   vertice,  et  nuchd 
nigris ;  corpore  superiore,  alis  cauddque  pallid'h  cinereis ;  facie 
et  guld  alhis,  h6c  colore  gradafim  ad  pectus  cinerescente,  et  kdc 
ad  abdomen  necnon  ad  latera  nigrescente. 
Forehead,  crown  and  nape  deep   black;   all  the  upper  surface, 
winffs  and  tail  light  grey ;  sides  of  the  face  and  the  throat  white, 
gradually  deepening  into  grey  on  the  chest,  and  the  grey  into  black 
on  the  abdomen  and  flanks ;  under  surface  of  the  shoulder  and  under 
tail-coverts  white  ;  irides  black ;  bill  blood-red  ;  feet  light  blood-red. 
Total  length,  92  inches ;  bill,  1 J  ;  wing,  8^  ;  tail,  3^  ;  tarsi,  |. 
Hab.  Rivers  ana  lakes  of  the  interior  of  New  South  Wales. 
Thalabsbus  Tobrbsii.      ThaL  fronte,  facie,  et  coUo  dorso  ««- 
periore,  partihusque  inferiorihus  lucidi  alhis ;  plumis  verticis  et 
illis  oculos  circumdantihus  alhis,  guttd  parvuld  centrali  nigrd  no^ 
iatis ;  occipite  et  nuchd  nigerrimis ;  dorso  alisque  saturate  cinereis, 
cttuddpallidi  cinered. 
Forehead,  sides  of  the  face  and  neck,  upper  part  of  the  back  and 
all  the  under  surface  silky  white ;  feathers  of  the  crown  and  sur- 
rounding the  eye  white,  with  a  minute  spot  of  black  in  the  centre 
of  each ;  occiput  and  back  of  the  neck  black ;  back  and  wings  deep 
grey ;  tidl  grey ;  primaries  greyish  black,  broadly  margined  on  their 
inner  web  with  white ;  the  shafts  white ;  irides  dark  brown ;  bill  ochre- 
yellow  ;  feet  blackish  grey. 
Total  length,  13^  inches }  bill,  2| ;  wing,  11^;  tail,  4f  ;  tarsi,  1 . 
H<A.  Port  Essington. 
Nearly  allied  to  S*  poliocerca,  but  much  smaller  in  size. 

8TBBirT7LA  KBRBis.     Stem,  vertice  et  nuchd  nigris,  k6c  colore  oeu^ 

lo$  dngente  maculamque  anteriorem  efficiente,  ut  non  in  firontem 

ducto ;  fronte  alho ;  dorso  alisque  belli  ex  argenteo^cinereis  $  cor- 

pore  inferiore,  uropygio  et  caudd  alhis. 

Crown  of  the  head  and  back  of  the  neck  black,  which  colour  ex*- 

tends  round  the  eye,  and  is  continued  in  the  form  of  a  spot  before 

that  organ ;  bat  this  colour  does  not  extend  on  to  the  forehead,  which 

is  white ;  back  and  wings  delicate  silvery  grey ;  the  outer  web  of  the 
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external  primary  dark  grey  at  the  base,  gradually  passiDg  into  grey 
towards  the  tip ;  all  the  under  surfiace,  rump  and  tail  pure  white ; 
irides  black ;  bill,  tongue  and  feet  rich  orange-yellow. 

Total  length,  lOA  inches  ;  bill.  If  ;  wing.  7^ ;  tail,  4^  ;  tarsi,  ^. 

Hab.  Bass's  Straits. 

BOTANICAL  SOCIETY  OF  LONDON. 

May  19, 1843.— J.  E.  Gray,  Esq..  F.R.S.  &c..  President,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  A.  Henfrey,  A.L.S.,  exhibited  specimens  of  I^eucojum  astivum, 
collected  in  Greenwich  Marshes.  He  also  presented  specimens  of 
Dentaria  bulbifera,  collected  at  Harefield,  Middlesex. 

Mr.  W.  Andrews  presented  specimens  of  varieties  of  Saxifraga 
Geum,  in  one  of  which  the  nectaries  thickly  surrounded  the  ovary. 
The  specimens  were  collected  at  the  Great  Blasquest  Island,  coast 
of  Kerry,  Ireland. 

Read,  **  Notice  of  the  discovery  of  two  species  of  Fungi  new  to 
the  British  Flora,"  by  Dr.  Philip.  Buenos  Ayres :  Peziza  corticalis, 
found  on  woodbine  between  Stokenchurch,  Oxfordshire,  and  Cadmore 
End ;  Hystericum  rubrum,  found  on  bean-stalks  at  Aston  Rowant 
and  Tetsworth,  Oxfordshire. 

Read  also  the  commencement  of  a  paper  by  Mr.  Edwin  Lees, 
F.L.S.,  **  On  the  Groups  into  which  the  British  Fruticose  Rubi  are 
divisible."     The  paper  was  accompanied  by  drawings  and  specimens. 

June  2. — John  Reynolds,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  in  the  Chair. 

Mrs.  M.  Stovin  presented  specimens  of  Anemone  ranuncuioides, 
found  wild  in  a  wood  near  Worksop,  Nottinghamshire. 

Mr.  F.  Bainbridge  presented  a  specimen  of  Lecidea  Wahienbergii 
(Acharius),  a  lichen  new  to  the  British  flora,  discovered  by  him  on 
Ben  Nevis,  Inverness-shire,  in  July  last. 

The  continuation  of  the  paper  (commenced  at  the  last  Meeting), 
"  On  the  Groups  into  which  the  British  Fruticose  Rubi  are  divisible/' 
by  Mr.  Edwin  Lees,  F.L.S.,  was  read. 

The  only  European  forms  of  the  common  fruticose  brambles  noticed 
by  Linnaeus  were  R.  casius  and  R.fruticosus,  supposed  to  include 
the  rest.  Sir  J.  E.  Smith,  in  the  '  English  Botany,'  distinguished  R. 
corylifoliua  as  worthy  of  enumeration,  and  Anderson,  in  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  Linnsean  Society,  vol.  xi.,  described  the  still  more 
obvious  R,  suberectus.  Meantime  Weihe  and  Nees  von  Esenbeck 
commenced  the  publication  of  an  elaborate  monograph  of  the  g^nus, 
under  the  title  of '  Rubi  Germanici.'  In  Smith's  '  English  Flora '  the 
number  of  species  of  British  Rubi  is  advanced  to  eleven,  though  two 
of  these  appear  to  have  been  misunderstood,  and  therefore  tilie  real 
number  was  only  nine. 

Before  the  Rubi  can  be  adequately  comprehended,  so  as  to  reduce 
them  into  groups,  their  mode  of  growth  must  be  fully  understood, 
and  it  will  perhaps  become  evident  what  points,  from  their  greater 
permanency,  are  to  be  relied  upon  for  general  as  well  as  specific 
characters.    The  general  idea  of  the  biennial  continuance  of  the 
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RM  is  incorrect ;  all  are  triennial  by  the  renewed  growth  of  smaller 
flowering  branches  from  the  barren  stems  or  the  bases  of  the  withered 
panicles  of  the  second  year,  or  by  the  barren  stems  shooting  forth  a 
second  crop  of  barren  stems,  which  flower  the  third  year ;  and  often 
the  existence  of  an  individual  bramble,  independent  of  fi^sh  shoots 
from  the  root,  is  protracted  to  the  fourth  or  fifth  year. 

The  consequence  of  this  is,  that  no  specific  distinction  whatever 
can  be  drawn  from  the  inflorescence,  which  may  be  long  the  second 
year  and  is  much  shorter  the  third ;  while  it  often  happens,  that 
when  a  barren  stem  becomes  prostrate,  the  panicles  of  flowers  rising 
from  the  extreme  end  are  twice  or  thrice  as  long  as  those  nearest  to 
the  main  shrub.  This  fact  of  the  extended  growth  of  the  Rubi  has 
been  lost  sight  of,  and  hence  puzzling  productions  have  been  con- 
sidered as  new  species,  just  as  R.  fastigiatus  of  Weihe  and  Nees  is 
but  a  form  of  R.  plicatus,  as  now  admitted  by  Esenbeck  himself, 
from  its  exhibiting  a  smaller  growth  of  third  year's  flowers. 

Undoubtedly  the  barren  stem  offers  the  best,  if  not  the  only  plan 
of  discrimination  in  subdividing  the  Rvbi  into  groups,  especially  if 
we  take  into  consideration,  in  combination  with  it,  the  erect  or  arched 
mode  of  growth  and  continuance  of  vitality.  The  leaves  are  so  ex- 
ceedingly variable  in  shape,  size,  and  hoariness,  as  to  be  almost  use- 
less in  this  respect.  From  the  table  accompanying  the  paper  was 
seen  what  the  differences  really  were  by  which  groups  can  be  defined, 
and  it  will  appear  in  hct  that  this  resolves  itself  almost  entirely  into 
the  perfect  smoothness ,  glaucosity,  or  more  or  less  hairiness  and  glan- 
dulosity  of  the  barren  stems. 

Commencing  then  with  R,  casius  and  ending  with  R,  i(ktusy  it 
will  appear  that  seven  groups  are  easily  separable  from  each  other, 
and  passing  horn  one  into  the  other  in  a  very  natural  manner.  These, 
at  all  events,  may  be  considered  the  smallest  number  of  species  into 
which  our  Rubi  can  be  classed,  without  confounding  really  different 
things ;  while  if  we  proceed  further  into  minuter  distinctions,  these 
typi^  forms  will  become  groups,  under  which  the  various  varieties, 
species,  or  subspecies,  of  each  will  be  referable. 

1.  CkssH.  Having  the  barren  stem  round,  bloomy,  covered  with  un- 
equal prickles,  trailing,  rooting.  R,  casius  and  its  various  deriva- 
tives. 

2.  Glandulosa,  Barren  stem  angular,  hairy  and  prickly,  setose,  very 
glandular,  arched  or  trailing,  rooting.  This  group  will  include 
R.  radula  of  Weihe  and  Nees,  R,  Kcehleri,  fusco-ater,  &c. 

3.  Villicaula.  Barren  stem  angular,  very  hairy,  but  without  glands, 
prickly,  arched  or  decumbent,  rooting.  Including  R.  villicaulis, 
Weihe  and  Nees ;  R.  leucostachys,  Smith,  &c. 

4.  Fruticosi.  Barren  stem  angular,  glaucous,  prickly,  arching,  root- 
ing.    Including  R,  fruticosus  and  discolor. 

5.  Nitidi,  Barren  stem  angular,  almost  smooth,  with  few  prickles, 
rooting  rarely.     12.  affinis,  nitidus,  rhamnifolius^  &c. 

6.  Suberecti.  Barren  stem  angular,  very  smooth,  nearly  erect,  not 
rooting.  Including  R,  suberectus,  Anderson  and  Smith ;  R,  pli' 
catus,  Weihe  uid  Nees ;  and  R.  fissus,  Lindley. 
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7.  Tdai,  Barren  stem  round,  downy,  covered  with  inuumenible  sgiall 

dilated  prickles,  erect.     R,  icUeus  and  varieties. 

There  is,  however,  it  must  be  admitted,  an  anomaly  in  the  first 
group,  which  can  only  be  got  over  by  subdividing  it  into  two  (as  ia 
the  tabular  view),  for  the  excessively  glandulose  assurgent  stem  of 
R,  dumetorum  has  a  very  different  aspect  from  the  prostrate  bloomy 
one  of  22.  casiua,  and  yet  it  is  demonstrable  that  the  former  is  really 
derivable  from  the  latter ;  so  that  although  the  blue  berries  of  the 
dewberry  would  at  first  sight  appear  so  discriminative,  varieties  arise 
with  fniit  altogether  of  iei  different  aspect.  It  must  be  borne  m 
mind,  however,  that  this  is  in  a  great  degree  in  accordance  with  the 
well-known  laws  of  cultivation.  22.  dumetorum  is  casiua  excessively 
developed  in  leaves  and  flowers,  but  the  fruit  is  mostly  abwtive  or 
imperfect ;  while  R,  catius,  in  its  normal  prostrate  form,  with  thin 
foliage  and  small  flowers,  produces  on  the  humid  ground  the  fioest 
and  most  palatable  fruit  of  any  of  the  fniticose  brambles. 

The  first  group  of  dttii  must  therefore  necessarily  be  divided  into 
two,  but  the  other  groups  will  be  found  to  maintain  the  chfuraotere 
assigned  them  pretty  correctly,  and  may  therefore  be  depended  on. 
It  is  true  that  occasionally  some  of  the  Viliicaukg  will  exhibit  a  few 
glands  on  their  stem&  or  panicles  under  circumstances  of  great  luxu- 
riance of  growth  or  exposure,  but  nothing  to  compare  with  the  e]^- 
cessive  glandulosity  of  the  Glandulosa,  Then  it  is  true  that  the 
barren  stem  of  the  second  group  of  Casii  is  nearly  as  glandular  as  the 
Glandulosa,  but  the  former  will  show  their  affinity  with  cesm  by 
the  calyx  being  involute  on  the  fruit,  not  reflex,  as  in  the  latter. 
The  Fruticosi  always  preserve  an  independent  marked  character; 
and  the  Nitidi,  if  in  one  of  their  forms,  R,  qffinis,  coming  near  to  the 
Suherecti,  may  yet  be  always  well  distinguished  by  the  arching  bar- 
ren stem,  which,  where  exposed,  is  very  stiff  and  rigid  in  the  latter, 
almost  as  much  so  as  in  22.  id^sw.  llus  is  well  observable  in  the 
barren  moors  of  North  Wales.  The  paper  was  acoompanied  by 
drawings  and  specimens. 

GEOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

February  1,  1843. — Letter  from  J.  Hamilton  Cooper,  Esq.,  to 
Charles  Lyell,  Esq.,  V.P.G.S.,  "  On  Fossil  bones  found  in  digging 
the  New  Brunswick  Canal  in  Georgia." 

Mr.  Cooper  prefaces  his  communication  by  a  description  of  the 
country  surrounding  the  locality  in  which  the  bones  were  found. 
The  portion  described  is  that  psurt  of  the  sea- coast  of  Georgia  which 
lies  between  the  Alatamaha  and  Turtle  rivers  in  one  direction,  and 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  the  head  of  tide  water  on  the  other.  For 
twenty  miles  inland  the  land  is  low,  averaging  a  height  of  fix)m  ten 
to  twenty  feet,  and  reaching,  in  some  instances,  forty  feet,  and  con- 
sisting of  swamps,  salt-marshes,  sandy  land,  and  clay  loam.  Itthei) 
suddenly  rises  to  the  height  of  seventy  feet,  and  runs  back  west  at 
this  elevation  about  twenty  miles,  at  which  point  there  is  a  similar 
elevation  of  between  sixty  and  seventy  feet.  The  whole  of  this 
district  is  a  post-tertiary  formation,  and  is  composed  of  recent  allu- 
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▼iuiD,  and  a  weU<^haracterized  marine  po«t-pliooene  depoait.  The 
reeent  alluvium  is  divided  into  inland-swamp,  tide-swamp,  and  salt- 
marah.  The  two  last  occupy  a  shallow  basin  having  a  depth  of  about 
twelve  feet,  the  bottom  and  sides  of  which  are  the  post-pliocene  for- 
mation. This  the  author  divides  into  three  groups,  in  the  last  of 
which,  oonstitnting  the  elevated  sand  hills,  no  organic  remains  have 
been  found ;  in  the  two  former  marine  shells  of  existing  species  occur. 

The  fosail  bones  of  the  land  mammalia  discovered  by  Mr.  Cooper, 
were  found  resting  on  the  yellow  sand  and  enveloped  in  the  recent 
day  alluvium.  Ilieir  unworn  state  and  the  grouping  together  of 
many  bones  of  the  same  skeleton,  render  it  highly  probable  that  the 
carcasses  of  the  animals  falling  or  floating  into  a  former  lake  or 
stream,  sank  to  the  sandy  bottom,  and  were  gradually  covered  to 
their  present  depth  by  the  sedimentary  deposits  from  the  water. 
Among  them  were  remains  of  the  megatherium,  Ma$todon  giganteum, 
mammoth,  hippopotamus  and  horse.  The  fossil  shells  found  in  the 
poet-pliocene,  were  species  at  present  existing  on  tiie  neighbouring 
shores. 

The  facts  narrated  by  Mr.  Cooper  lead  to  the  following  conclu- 
siona  : — 1st.  That  the  post-pliocene  formation  extends  further  south 
than  Maryland,  to  which  it  has  hitherto  been  limited.  2nd.  The  co- 
existence of  the  megatherium  with  the  mammoth,  mastodon,  horse, 
bison,  and  hippopotamus.  3rd,  That  the  surface  of  the  country  has 
undergone  no  sudden  or  violent  change  since  those  animals  inhabited 
it,  which  is  proved  by  the  absence  of  all  traces  of  diluvial  action  in 
the  enveloping  alluvium  or  surrounding  country.  4th.  That  what- 
ever changes  of  temperature  may  have  taken  place  since  that  time, 
fatal  to  the  existence  of  those  mammalia,  the  identity  of  the  fossil 
with  the  existing  species  of  the  marine  shells  of  the  coast  shows  that 
the  temperature  of  the  ocean  at  a  period  prior  to  the  existence  of 
the  megatherium,  the  mastodon,  and  the  hippopotamus  was  such  as 
is  congenial  to  the  present  marine  testacea  of  Georgia. 

'*  Description  of  some  Fossil  Fruits  from  the  Chalk-formation  of 
the  South«east  of  England."  By  Gideon  Algernon  Mantell,  LXi.D., 
F.R.8..  &c. 
The  fruits  described  arc  three  in  number,  via. — 
1.  Zamia  Swsexiensis,  Mantell. — From  the  greensand.  A  cone 
allied  to  the  Zamia  macrocephala,  a  greensand  fossil  from  Kent, 
figured  in  lindlcy  and  Mutton's  •  Fossil  Flora,'  pi.  125,  from  which 
it  difkn  in  form  and  in  the  number,  size^  and  shape  of  its  scales, 
which  are  more  numerous,  smaller  and  more  oblong  than  in  the 
Kentish  species.  It  is  five  inches  long,  and  at  the  greatest  oircum« 
ference  measures  six  inches.  It  was  found  about  two  years  ago  in 
an  accumulation  of  fossil  coniferous  wood  in  a  sand-bank  at  Selmes- 
ton,  Sussex,  at  the  junction  of  the  Shanklin  sand  with  the  gault. 
Dr.  Mantell  having  sent  a  cast  of  the  only  specimen  found  to  M. 
Adolphe  Brongniart,  that  distinguished  botanist  suggested  that  it 
might  be  either  the  stem  of  a  young  cycadaceous  plant  or  the  fruit 
of  a  Zamia,  but  the  situation  and  small  size  of  the  stalk  at  the  base 
and  the  appearance  of  the  scales,  induce  Dr.  Mantell  to  refer  it  to 
the  latter. 
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2.  Abies  Benstedi,  Mantell. — From  the  greebsand  near  Maidstone, 
Kent.  A  beautiful  cone  found  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Bensted  in  the  quarry 
in  which  the  remains  of  the  Iguanodon  were  discovered  in  1834, 
where  it  was  associated  with  Fucus  Targionii,  and  some  indetermi- 
nate species  of  the  same  genus ;  stems  and  apparently  traces  of  the 
foliage  of  endogenous  trees  allied  to  the  Dracana  (Stembergia),  and 
of  trunks  and  branches  of  Conifera,  The  wood  occurs  both  in  a 
calcareous  and  siliceous  state.  The  cone  found  is  in  every  respect 
such  a  fruit  as  the  trees  to  which  the  wood  belonged  might  have 
borne.  It  bears  a  close  resemblance  to  a  fossil  from  the  gpreensand 
of  Dorsetshire,  discovered  by  Dr.  Buckland,  and  figured  in  the  '  Fos- 
sil Flora'  of  Ghreat  Britain  under  the  name  of  Abies  oblonga  (Fos.  Fl. 
pi.  1.).  Unfortunately  the  outer  surface  is  so  much  worn  that  the 
external  figure  of  the  scales  cannot  be  accurately  defined ;  but  the 
sections  show  their  proportionate  thickness.  There  is  an  opening 
at  the  base  of  the  cone  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the  stalk,  and 
an  accidental  oblique  fracture  exhibits  the  internal  structure.  In  the 
longitudinal  section  thus  exposed  the  scales  are  seen  to  be  rounded 
and  broad  at  their  base  and  to  rise  gradually,  and  become  thin  at 
their  outer  terminations.  The  seeds  are  oblong,  and  one  seed  is 
seen  imbedded  within  the  base  of  each  scale.  Mr.  Morris  considers 
it  to  have  a  great  affinity  to  Abies  oblonga  of  Lindley  and  Hutton, 
but  it  is  more  spherical,  and  the  scales  are  smaller,  more  regular 
and  numerous. 

3.  Carpolithes  Smithia,  Mantell. — From  the  white  chalk  of  Kent. 
An  account  of  an  imperfect  specimen  of  this  fruit  was  formerly  given 
by  Dr.  Mantell  in  his  '  Illustrations  of  the  Geology  of  Sussex.'  He 
lately  detected  a  second  and  more  perfect  example  in  the  choice  col- 
lection of  Mrs.  Smith  of  Tunbridge  Wells,  in  honour  of  whom  he 
has  named  it.  Dr.  Mantell  remarks,  that  a  slight  inspection  was 
sufficient  to  determine  its  vegetable  origin,  for  several  seeds  were 
imbedded  in  its  substance,  and  others  had  been  detached  in  clearing 
it  from  the  chalk.  Dr.  Robert  Brown  suggested  that  the  original 
was  probably  a  succulent  compound  berry,  the  seeds  appearing  to 
have  been  imbedded  in  a  pulpy  substance  like  the  fruit  of  the  mul- 
berry, which  is  a  spurious  compound  berry,  formed  by  a  partial 
union  of  the  enlarged  and  fleshy  calices,  each  inclosing  a  dry  mem- 
branous pericarp. 

From  the  occurrence  of  the  cones  above  described  with  the  drifted 
remains  of  land  and  freshwater  reptiles  peculiar  to  the  Wealden, 
Dr.  Mantell  infers  that  these  fruits  belong  to  the  flora  of  the  coun- 
try of  the  Iguanodon. 

"  Notice  on  the  fossilized  remains  of  the  soft  parts  of  MoUusca." 
By  Gideon  Algernon  Mantell,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  &c. 

Substances  presenting  the  same  general  appearance  and  composi- 
tion with  coprolites,  but  destitute  of  the  spind  structure,  are  thickly 
interspersed  among  the  shells  which  abound  in  the  rocks  of  firestone 
or  upper  greensand  at  Southbome  in  Sussex,  sometimes  occurring 
in  the  state  of  casts  of  shells  of  the  genera  CucuUaa,  Venus,  JVochus, 
Rostellaria,  &c.,  from  the  soft  bodies  of  which  testacea  Dr.  Mantell 
considers  them  to  have  originated.     They  abound  also  in  the  layers 
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of  firestone  'which  form  the  line  of  junction  with  the  gault,  and  are 
not  uncommon  in  the  gault  itself  in  Beveral  localities  in  Surrey  and 
Kent. 

Dr.  Fltton,  in  his  memoir  'On  the  Strata  helow  the  Chalk' 
(CFeol.  Trans,  vol.  iv.  part  2.  p.  11),  has  given  an  account  of  similar 
concretions  from  Folkstone,  where  he  observed  them  in  some  cases 
surrounding  or  incorporated  with  fossil  remains,  and  filling  the  in- 
terior of  Ammonites.  Dr.  Mantell  has  observed  them  also  in  the 
Shanklin  sand  in  Western  Sussex,  in  Surrey,  near  Ventnor  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  and  in  Kent,  and  tbey  especially  abound  in  the  Igua- 
nodon  quarry  of  Kentish  rag  near  Maidstone,  belonging  to  Mr.  W. 
H.  Bensted. 

Mr.  Bensted  having  long  paid  attention  to  this  subject,  more 
than  two  years  ago  submitted  to  Dr.  Mantell  specimens  of  fossil 
shells,  the  cavities  of  which  were  filled  with  a  dark  brown  substance 
in  every  respect  identical  with  the  nodular  and  irregular  concretions 
of  coprolitic  matter  which  abound  in  the  surrounding  sandstone. 
Mr.  Bensted  expressed  his  belief  that  the  carbonaceous  substance 
was  derived  from  the  soft  bodies  of  the  Mollusca,  and  that  the  con- 
cretionary and  amorphous  portions  of  the  same  matter  dispersed 
throughout  the  sandstone  of  this  bed,  were  masses  of  the  fossilized 
bodies  of  the  animals  which  had  become  disengaged  from  their  shells, 
and  had  floated  in  the  sea  tUl  enveloped  in  the  sand  and  mud,  which 
is  now  concreted  to  the  coarse  sandstone  called  Kentish  Rag.  In 
proof  of  this  opinion  reference  is  made  to  an  account  published  in 
the  '  American  Journal  of  Science'  for  1837,  of  the  efifectsof  an  epi- 
demic among  the  shell-fish  of  the  Ohio,  which,  killing  the  animals, 
their  decomposed  bodies  rose  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  leaving  the 
shells  in  the  bed  of  the  stream,  and  floating  away  covered  the  banks 
of  the  river.  Mr.  Bensted  points  out  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
shells  in  the  Kentish  rag  of  his  quarry  appear  to  have  been  dead 
shells,  and  infers  that  their  death  might  have  been  owing  to  a  similar 
cause  with  that  which  destroyed  the  Uniones  in  America ;  while  their 
bodies  intermingling  with  the  drift  wood  on  a  sand-bank  furnished 
the  concretions  described  in  this  communication. 

The  Rev.  J.  B.  Reade  submitted  some  of  the  substance  of  these 
bodies  to  an  analysis  by  Mr.  Rigg,  who  confirmed  Dr.  Mantell's 
suspicion  of  the  presence  of  animal  carbon  in  it,  and  states  that  the 
darker  portion  of  the  substance  contains  about  35  per  cent,  of  its 
weight  of  carbon  in  an  organized  state. 

Dr.  Mantell  adds,  that  a  microscopical  examination  with  a  low 
power  detects  innumerable  portions  of  the  periosteum  and  nacreous 
laminae  of  the  shells  of  extreme  thinness  intermingled  with  the  car- 
bonaceous matter,  together  with  numerous  siliceous  spiculsB  of 
sponges,  very  minute  spines  of  Echinodermata,  and  fragments  of 
Pohfparia,  and  remarks  that  these  extraneous  bodies  probably  became 
intermingled  among  the  soft  animal  mass  before  the  latter  had  un- 
dergone decomposition.  He  proposes  to  term  the  substance  Mol- 
luskUe,  and  states  that  it  constitutes  the  dark  spots  and  markings  in 
the  Sussex  and  Purbeck  marbles. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

ALCHBMILLA  VIS8A,  A.  CONJUNCTA,  AND  A.  ARGENTEA. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Annals  of  Natural  History. 
Gbktlbmsn, — 1  observe  in  the  *  Flora  Danica/  pi.  2101,  publiflhed 
ia  1834,  a  good  representatdon  of  Alchemilla  fissa,  the  aame  plant 
which  was  published  last  year  by  Mr.  Babington  in  vol.  x.  of  the 
'  Annals  of  Natural  History '  under  the  name  of  A.  conjuneta,  and 
whioh  I  gathered  in  the  Faroe  Islands  in  1821,  and  printed  in  my  list 
of  the  plants  of  those  islands  in  1835  under  Don's  name,^.  argentea. 

The  specimen  figured  in  *  Fl.  Dan.'  is  stated  to  have  been  gathered 
in  the  Faroe  Islands  by  Dr.  Forchammer,  whom  I  accompanied  in  a 
tour  of  those  islands  in  1821,  on  my  return  from  which  by  Copen- 
hagen in  the  same  year,  I  submitted  the  herbarium  which  I  had  col* 
leoted  to  Professor  Homeman  (editor  of  '  Flora  Danica '),  and  gave 
him  various  specimens,  amongst  others  some  of  this  plant,  which  be 
at  that  time,  I  believe,  considered  only  a  variety  of  A.  alpina. 

The  description  given  in  the  •  Flora'  is — •'  Alchemilla  fissa  (Schum- 
mel)  fol.  reniform.  7 — 9-lobis,  lob.  profundis,  obovatis,  inciso-serratis, 
basi  integerrimis,  corymbis  terminalibus.  Mertens  et  Koch,  Flor. 
Oerm.  i.  p.  830  ;  Sohummel  in  Centur.  Silesiac.  9.  n.  2 ;  Sturm,  Fl. 
Germ.  fasc.  56 ;  Homeman,  Fl.  QSconom.  ed.  3.  p.  802  et  Suppl." 

It  appears  therefore,  that  if  Don's  specific  name  A,  argentea  is  not 
to  be  ret^ned.  Schummel's  A,  fissa  has  the  claim  of  priority. 
I  remain,  Gentlemen,  yours  faithfully, 

Oxford,  Juno  8,  1843.  W.  C.  Trevelyak. 

Oh  the  Affinities  qf  Glareola  torquata.     By  E.  Bljrth,  Curator  to  tho 

Museum  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal. 
Having  had  the  good  fortune  to  procure  alive  a  specimen  of  this 
bird,  I  was  able  at  a  glance  to  perceive  its  true  affinities,  which  here> 
tofore  had  constantly  puzzled  me,  in  common,  I  believe,  with  every 
student  of  zoology  who  has  bestowed  attention  on  the  classification 
of  birds.  Linnaeus  arranged  this  bird  as  Hirundo  pratincola ;  and 
Baron  Cuvier  included  its  genus  among  his  Echassiers,  or  Stilt-birds, 
viz.  the  Ghrallatores,  or  "  Waders  "  of  modem  English  systematists ; 
remarking — "  Nous  terminerons  ce  tableau  des  ^chassiers  par  trois 
genres  qu'il  est  difficile  d'associer  &  d'autres,  et  que  Ton  pent  oon- 
siderer  comme  formant  separ^ment  de  petites  families."  The  three 
genera  adverted  to  are,  Chionis,  Glareola,  and  Phosniccpterus ;  which 
are  associated  also  by  M.  Temminck  in  his  heterogeneous  assem- 
blage of  odds  and  ends,  styled  by  him  Alectorides,  Now,  of  these 
three  genera,  the  first,  or  that  of  the  Sheathbill  (Chionis),  has  been 
satisfactorily  referred  by  M.  de  BlainviUe,  on  anatomical  data,  to  the 
immediate  proximity  of  Httmatopus,  an  association  of  which  the  pro- 
priety is  readily  seen  when  once  suggested'*';  and  on  similar  data  I 

♦  Allied  to  Chionis  are  the  remarkable  genera  Attagisj  d'Orbigny,  and 
I%noehonUf  Vieillot,  from  the  South  American  Cordilleras,  and  the  anatomy 
of  these  equally  refers  them  to  the  same  systematic  station.  Vide  'Zoology 
of  the  Voyage  of  the  Beagle  *  under  Captain  Fitzroy. 
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haTe  liHig  been  satiffied  that  the  Flajmngoes  (Phamcopierui)  should 
be  ranged  among  the  Lamellirottres  or  Anaiida,  a  position  which  has 
alflo  b^n  assigned  to  them  by  Mr.  Swainson :  thu  latter  author,  in 
common  with  most  of  the  recent  British  writers  on  ornithology,  has 
referred  the  Pratincoles  to  the  Ckaradria<kc  or  Plover  family,  auo- 
ciating  them  more  immediately  with  Cursorius ;  but  Mr.  Jenyns  (in 
his  '  British  Vertebrata'),  really  as  if  selecting  the  most  outr^  posi- 
tion he  could  find,  has  included  thie  genus  in  his  Rallida*  I  There, 
too,  Mr*  Yarrell  (in  his  '  British  Birds ')  has  followed  him  in  group- 
ing  it ;  but  this  naturalist  was  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  an  egg  of 
our  present  species,  which  he  has  figured,  and  remarks,  that  "  the 
Pratincole  has  been  arranged  by  some  authors  with  the  Swallows, 
by  others  near  the  Hails ;  but  I  belieye,  with  Mr.  8elby,  that  it  ought 
to  be  included  in  the  family  of  the  Plovers ;  and  had  I  known  its 
plover-like  habits  and  eggs  sooner,  I  should  have  arranged  it  between 
Cursoriua  and  Ckaradrius"  The  figure  of  the  egg  which  he  has 
given,  however,  appears  to  me  to  accord  still  better  with  my  view  of 
the  affinities  of  this  genus.  Several  years  ago,  Mr.  GK>uld  called  my 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Collared  Pratincole  had  a  slightly-peo- 
tinated  middle  claw,  and  suggested  to  me  whether,  aft^  all,  the 
great  Swedish  naturalist  was  not  right,  at  least  in  bringing  this  bird 
among  the  Insestores  Fissirosires  of  Vigors ;  but  at  that  time  I  in- 
clined to  hold  a  different  opinion,  and  so  far  as  the  structure  in 
question  is  concerned,  that  alone  could  scarcely  influence  the  syste- 
matic position  of  the  genus,  as  it  occurs  in  widely  separated  fami- 
lies t;  and  as  I  have  further  always  held  the  opinion  that  the  Prtm- 
rostres  and  Longiroatrea  of  Cuvier  (corresponding  to  the  Chwradriadm 
and  Scohpacid^  of  modem  English  systematists)  composed  but  a 
single  great  series,  essentially  distinct  from  the  Cuitriroatrea,  Cuv. 
(vel  Gniid^  et  Ardeade)  which  the  illustrious  French  zoologist  in- 
terposed between  the  former,  an  analogous  conformation  was  not 
wanting  in  that  series,  as  instanced  by  the  Black-tailed  Oodwit  (Xi- 
moaa  melanura),  while  no  trace  of  it  occurs  in  the  Bar-tailed  Oodwit 
{L./edoa).  Examining,  however,  the  entire  foot  of  a  recent  Pratin- 
cole, it  will  be  seen  that  the  resemblance  it  bears  to  that  of  Capri- 
muigua  extends  to  the  peculiar  soutation,  to  the  general  form  of  the 
toes,  and  especially  to  the  circumstance  of  the  back-toe  being  di« 
racted  inward ;  and  whoever  has  witnessed  the  creeping  gait  of  a 
British  Moth- hunter  (Caprimulgus)  on  the  ground,  ¥nll  not  fail  to 
recognise  in  that  of  the  Pratincole  an  exact  similarity :  moreover, 
many  species  of  Caprimulgua  have  the  tarse  as  much  elongated  as  in 
Glareola,  and  I  have  been  informed  that  certain  of  these  assemble 
numerously  on  the  mud-flats  near  the  shores  of  some  of  the  West 
India  islands,  where  their  habits  would  appear  to  resemble  those 
stated  of  the  Pratincoles.     The  mode  of  flight,  too,  of  the  latter  is 

•  I  need  not  ask  what  character  it  has  in  common  with  the  Rails,  but 
rather  what  it  has  not  in  direct  and  obvious  opposition  to  them  ? 

t  E»  ff.,  in  many  CaprimulgidtB,  Ardeada,  and  PeUcanidie ;  its  intent 
being  apparently  to  cleanse  the  rictw  from  such  fish-scales,  &c.  as  may  ad- 
here thereto,  or,  in  the  instance  of  the  CaprimulgidtB^  to  detach  the  legs  of 
beetles  which  may  ditch,  and  thus  impede  the  bird's  swallowing  them. 
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absolutely  that  of  the  Moth-hunters,  and  not  by  continuous  flap- 
pings, as  in  all  the  CharadriacUe,  But  what  first  led  me  to  perceive 
the  affinity  which  this  genus  bears  to  Caprimulgus,  was  the  expres- 
sion of  the  physiognomy  of  the  living  bird,  as  I  held  it  in  my  hand, 
and,  to  descend  to  particulars,  the  semi-tubulate  form  of  its  nares, 
and  downward  curvature  of  the  short  bill  seen  alike  in  both,  though 
the  latter  is  so  much  larger  and  stouter  in  Glareola ;  then,  looking 
to  the  feet,  the  similitude  was  at  least  equally  striking,  while  the 
form  of  the  wings  and  tail,  and  mode  of  flight,  were  such  as  might 
be  expected  to  occur  in  a  diurnal  modification  of  the  family  Caprp- 
mulgida,  and  together  with  the  wide  gape  helped  to  remove  this 
genus  ^m  the  grallatorial  order  altogether.  Even  the  egg,  as 
figured  by  Mr.  Yarrell,  has  not  the  pointed  form  at  one  end,  charac- 
teristic of  those  of  the  Snipe  and  Plover  series ;  but  would  appear 
to  resemble  nearly  that  of  a  Capriniulgus,  in  shape  as  well  as  in  mark- 
ings. On  the  other  hand,  the  discrepancies  of  Glareola  with  any  of 
the  varied  forms  of  noctural  Caprimulgida  *  are  sufficiently  obvious 
externally,  while  internally  there  are  some  very  strongly  marked 
differences ;  such  as  the  coi^guration  of  the  sternum,  which  is  doubly 
emarg^ated  posteriorly,  and  otherwise  more  approximates  to  the  form 
of  thos  important  portion  of  the  skeleton  of  the  Charadriada,  while 
the  tongue  also  is  broad  and  flat,  with  a  thin  serrated  tip,  and  the 
muscular  coat  of  the  stomach  is  considerably  developed,— particulars 
at  variance  with  the  type  of  Caprinwlgida,  but  which  I  only  now 
briefly  advert  to,  since  I  have  not  lately  procured  an  example  of  the 
latter  family  with  which  to  institute  an  anatomical  comparison.  Upon 
the  whole,  I  have  arrived  at  the  opinion  that  the  Pratincoles  are  more 
nearly  related  by  affinity  to  Caprimulgida  than  to  any  other  &mily 
in  the  class,  but  I  hesitate  as  to  whether  they  should  be  actually  in- 
cluded therein,  though,  if  so,  I  think  that  they  should  he  regarded 
as  at  least  constituting  a  very  distinct  subfamily,  apart  from  the  noc- 
turnal genera,  and  thus  I  incline  provisionally  to  arrange  them. — 
Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,  No.  41.  p.  467. 

LIKBS  ADDBESSBD  TO  THB  BBV.  W.  KIRBT,  M.A. 

The  following  verses,  communicated  by  our  valued  correspondent, 
Henry  Denny,  Esq.,  are  so  beautiful,  and  so  well  adapted  for  the  re- 
commendation of  our  pursuits,  that  we  make  no  apology  in  present- 
ing them  to  our  readers. 

To  the  Rev.  William  Kirby,  M.A.,  F.R.  S^  L.S.  SfC.  8fC. 

I  know  not  which  to  envy  most. 
Thy  knowledge  of  the  Insect  host, 

Tenants  of  earth  or  air ; 
Or  thy  acquaintance  with  each  scene 
Of  barren  heath,  or  meadow  green. 

To  which  their  tribes  repair. 

The  first  has  cast  around  thy  name 
A  purer  and  a  happier  fame 

*  Caprimulgut,  ^goiheles,  Podargus,  Sleatomis,  Nyclibius. 
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Than  e*er  was  won  by  arms  ; 
The  second  must  have  taught  thy  heart 
Somewhat  of  wisdom's  better  part. 

Through  nature's  hidden  charms. 

For  well  I  ween  a  heart  like  thine 
Contemplating  the  hand  divine 

Thy  favourite  science  shows, 
Taught  by  each  proof  of  power  and  love. 
To  Him  who  dwells  and  reigns  above 

With  grateful  feeling  glows. 

And  such  a  feeling  to  extend. 

To  show  how  skill  and  goodness  blend 

Throughout  Creation's  plan. 
Must  rank  amongst  those  wise  pursuits 
Whose  genuine  and  whose  grateful  fruits 

Are  bless'd  of  God  and  man. 
Yes,  every  science,  love,  or  art 
Which  tends  to  foster  in  the  heart 

Knowledge  of  nature's  laws. 
Must,  sanctified  by  grace  divine, 
"  Precept  on  precept,  line  on  line," 

Exalt  their  First  Great  Cause  ! 

Pursue,  then,  my  ingenious  friend. 
Thy  search  ;  and  mayst  thou  in  the  end 

Partake  a  prouder  change 
Than  e'er  thy  insect  tribes  can  know, 
Whate'er  of  beauty  these  may  show 

In  transformations  strange  ! 

For  these,  though  plumed  with  splendid  wings, 
Are  still  but  fear  and  fragile  things. 

Which  seem  but  bom  to  die ; 
Whilst  thou,  thy  web  of  knowledge  spun, 
Shalt  soar  above  yon  glorious  sun 
To  immortality ! 
Woodbridge,  July  1829.  Bernard  Barton. 

LBTTBRS  FROM  RAT  TO  SIR  HANS  SLOANR. 

On  the  appropriation  of  certain  Birds  to  their  proper  Classes  in 

Ornithology, 

[MS.  Sloan.  Brit.  Mu».  4056.  fol.  148.  Griff,] 

Sir, — I  received  yours  of  the  17th  and  am  very  glad  that  the  Box 
with  the  Papers  is  come  safe  to  your  hands,  though  I  did  not  much 
fear  the  losse  of  it.  You  need  not  be  solicitous  about  the  charge, 
for  there  was  nothing  extraordinary,  and  yet  if  there  had,  I  ought  in 
all  reason  to  have  bom  it. 

Two  things  there  are  I  cannot  yet  fully  agree  with  you  in. 

1.  The  rdferring  of  the  Old-men,  or  Rain-fowls,  to  the  Cuckow. 
For  the  Cuckow  is  so  strange,  anomalous,  and  singular  a  Bird,  and 
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so  remarkable,  and  taken  notice  of  even  by  the  vulgar,  for  his  voice, 
manner  of  breeding,  and  absconding  all  winter,  that  I  think  no  Bird 
that  agreeth  not  with  him  in  these  particulars  ought  to  be  joyned 
with  him.  Neither  is  the  length  of  the  tail  a  sufficient  argument; 
for  the  Yunx,  a  genuine  Woodpecker,  hath  a  tail  as  long  in  propor- 
tion to  his  body,  and  marked  with  crosse-bars  too. 

2.  In  referring  the  Savanna- bird  to  the  Lark-kind.  For  that  di- 
stinction of  Small  Birds  into  slender  and^thick*biird,  or  as  our  Fowl- 
ers phrase  it,  into  soft  and  hard-beak't,  dividing  the  numerous  ge- 
nera of  them  almost  equally,  is  of  such  eminent  use  for  the  clear  un- 
derstanding and  ranking  of  them,  that  I  think  it  ought  by  no  means 
to  be  rejected,  or  the  Birds  of  those  kinds  confounded,  though  the 
places  they  frequent  and  their  shape  and  manner  of  living  may  agree ; 
and  that  characteristick  note  of  the  Lark-kind  may  be  common  to 
some  of  them,  I  mean  having  a  very  long  back-claw  or  spurre.  I 
have  taken  notice  of  some  that  agree  with  Larks  in  these  particulars, 
as  the  Bunting  and  a  sort  of  Mountain  Finch.  Yet  I  believe  that 
there  is  a  difference  in  the  diet  of  those  Birds.  For  the  slender-bill'd, 
though  they  feed  upon  the  pulp  and  grains  of  fruits,  yet  they  seldome 
meddle  with  dry  seeds  unlesse  driven  by  hunger.  But  the  hard-bill'd 
touch  not  pulpy  fruits,  but  feed  upon  dry  seeds,  as  all  sorts  of  grain 
and  thistles,  &c.     To  feed  upon  Insects  is  common  to  them  both. 

Your  opinion  or  conjecture  upon  the  Rabihorcado's  being  a  kind 
of  fork-tail'd  Lams  or  Sea-swallow,  I  very  much  approve,  and  agree 
with  you  in.  I  fancied  that  they  were  no  palmiped  Bird,  because 
those  that  write  of  them  wonder  that  they  should  be  found  so  far 
out  at  Sea.     Which  is  no  wonder  in  a  Larus. 

My  Wife  salutes  you  with  the  tender  of  her  very  humble  service. 
The  ulcers  upon  my  leg,  which  I  thought  had  been  perfectly  healed 
and  dried  up,  continuing  well  all  Winter,  are  this  Spring  broken  out 
again  and  become  very  troublesome  and  painfull.  They  puzzle  my 
Philosophy,  and  I  am  at  some  losse  how  to  order  them. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  very  aflfectionate  friend  and  humble  servant, 

B.  N.  April  23,  —94.  John  Ray. 

The  difficulty  which  a  Botanist  has  to  encounter  who  has  not  seen  the 
Plants  he  has  to  describe,  growing  in  their  natural  places. 
[Ibid.  fol.  155.  Orig.'] 
Sir, — I  received  your  very  kind  letter  of  June  6S  and  long  after 
the  acceptable  present  of  your  Book  :  for  which  I  return  you  many 
thanks.     I  cannot  but  admire  your  industry  and  patience  in  reading 
and  comparing  such  a  multitude  of  Relations  and  Accounts  of  Voy- 
ages, and  referring  to  its  proper  place  what  you  found  therein  re- 
lating to  your  subject,  and  that  with  so  much  circumspection  and 
judgement.     You  have  done  Botanists  great  service  in  distributing 
and  reducing  the  confused  heap  of  names,  and  contracting  the  num- 
ber of  Species.    But  who  is  able  to  doo  the  like }    No  man  but  who 
is  alike  qualified,  and  hath  seen  the  things  growing  in  their  natural 
places.  For  my  own  part  I  doe  freely  acknowledge  myself  altogether 
insufficient  for  such  a  task,  having  not  seen  the  plants  themselves. 
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nor  of  many  of  them  so  much  aa  dried  Specimens,  and  of  the  rest 
having  had  but  a  transient  view.  I  shall  therefore  put  down  what  I 
find  in  late  writeres,  viz.  Plukenet*8  Phytogrraphy ;  the  remaining  six 
volumes  of  Hortus  Malabaricus  ;  Father  Rumier  ;  Schola  Botanica ; 
Paradisi  Batavi  prodrom. ;  Florae  Batavs  Flores  ;  Toumefort's  Elem. 
Botan. ;  Breynius  his  two  Prodromi ;  and,  above  all,  your  Catalogue 
and  History  of  the  Plants  of  Jamaica  and  the  neighbour  Islands, 
which  you  are  pleased  so  frankly  to  oflfer  me  the  use  of,  without  in- 
terposing my  own  judgement.  Did  I  live  about  London,  and  had  I 
opportunity  frequently  to  visit  the  Physick  Gardens  thereabouts,  and 
to  observe  and  describe  the  new  species,  I  might  make  a  better  Bup- 
plement  to  my  Hittorv  than  now  I  shall  doe,  my  circimistances  not 
admitting  so  long  an  absence  from  this  place.  I  have  been  lately  very 
ill  and  indisposed  with  a  hoancnesse  and  violent  cough,  attended 
with  a  feverish  heat,  of  which  I  am  not  yet  fully  recovered.  I  hope 
you  are  well,  and  pray  for  your  health.  My  wife  sends  her  very 
humble  service.  I  must  owne  myself  to  be  much  obliged  to  you* 
and  am^  Sir, 

Your  very  affectionate  friend  and  humble  servant. 
Black  Notley,  June  23,  ^m.  John  Rat. 

MBtfiOROLOOlCAL  OBSERVATIONS  FOR  MAY  1843. 
Oikmick.'^^mj  1.  CtoudlMt  i  cold  and  dry.  S.  Fine.  3.  Very  fine.  4. 
Ooudy  and  fine :  rain.  5.  Rain  :  cloudy :  constant  and  very  heavy  rain  at  night. 
6.  Heavy  rain  :  dear  and  cold  at  night  7.  Clear  and  fine :  showery  :  frosty  at 
nlgfat  8.  Haxy  :  heavY  rain.  9.  Drizsly:  cloudy.  10.  Slight  haze :  clear  and 
cold  at  tilgfat  1 1 .  Light  haze :  clear.  \%  13.  Very  fine.  1 4.  Cloudy  and  fine : 
heavy  rain  at  night.  \5,  16.  Rain.  17.  Heavy  showers.  18.  Densely  overcast : 
cold  tain.  19.  Rain:  cloudy.  90.  Cloudy:  showery:  heaty  rain  at  night. 
91.  FliM  :  btavy  rain :  clear  and  cold  at  night.  99.  Heavy  showers!  93.  Cloudy : 
li|^IAing  with  rain  at  night.      94.  Heavy  rain  i  clear.     95.  Cloudy  and  fine. 

96.  Rain.  97,  98.  Showery.  99.  Hazy.  SO.  Light  haze  :  very  fine  :  showtry. 
Si.  ClottdY  and  tnild.^Mtan  temperature  of  the  month  S*'  below  the  arenige. 
Tha  quantlnr  c^  min  waa  greater  than  that  which  has  fallen  in  any  month  within 
at  teaai  tha  last  leYtnteen  years. 

BoiUn, — May  1,  9.  Fine.    S.  Cloudy.     4.  Fine.    5.  Cloudy:  rain  earl  v  a.u. 

6.  Bain  :  rain  a.m.  and  r.M.    7.  Cloudy.    8.  Cloudy  :  rain  p.m.    9 — 1 1.  Cloudy. 

19.  Fine.     13«  Cloudy  i  rain  p.m.     14>  Fine.    15.  Rain  :  rain  p.m.    16.  Cloudv  : 

rain  early  A.M.      17.  Cloudy*      18,  19.  Cloudy:  rain  early  a.m.      90.  Cloudy. 

91.  Cloudy:  rain  early  a.m.:  rain  p.m.      29.  Fine.      93.  Cloudy:  rain  a.m. 

94.  Windy :  lain  a.m.      95.  Fine  :  rain  a.m.     96.  Fine.    97.  Fine  :  rain,  with 

thunder  and  lightning  p.m.     98,  99.  Fine.    SO.  Fine :  halo  round  the  sun  1 1  a.m. 

31.  Cloudy  :  rain  early  a.m.     This  has  been  the  wettest  May  we  have  had  ^nce 

18S0. 
Sandufick  Manset  Orknej/.—Msiy  1.  Fine:  fog.      9.  Cloudy:  fog.      3.  Clear: 

dottdy.    4.  Rain :  cloudy.    5.  Cloudy  :  clear.    6.  Clear :  cloudy.      7.  Rain  : 

doady.    8.  Clear.    9.  Clear  :  cloudy.     10,11.  Clear:  fine.    19—14.  Cloudy. 

15—17.  Clear.     18.  Cloudy:  fine.     19.  Cloudy:  showers.     90.  Bright :  clear. 

91.  Bri^t:  Cloudy.      99—24.   Bright:  clear.     25.  Rain.      96.  Cloudy.    27. 

Damp.      98.  Cloudy :  sleet-showers.      29.  Snow-showers  :  sleet^showers.    SO. 

Bright:  fine.    31.  Claar:  fine. 
Apptegorih  MaHMf  Dun^riei-thire.^-Mfkv  1—3.  Fair  and  fine.    4.  Fair  till  P.M. : 

rain.     5.  Heavy  showers.      6.  Fair  and  fine.      7.  A  shower.     8,  9.  Fair.     10^ 

11.  Fair  :  boar-frost.     Id.  Fine  :  rain  p.m.     13.  Fine  and  mild.     14.  Fine>  but 

cloudy.      15.  Showers.      16.   Cloudy  and  cold.      17.  Cool :  cloudy.      18.  A 

shower.    19.  Cold.    90.  Cold  :  fair.    91.  Cold:  wet.     29.  Milder,  but  showery. 

9S.  Mild  t  cloudy.     34.  Cold  and  rainy.      25.  Soft  rain»     26.  Mild :  showers. 

97.  Mild :  showery.      98.  Cold  and  rainy.      29.  Clear:  heavy  rain.     30.  Soft: 

growing:  (bunder.     31.  Wet  all  day. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


o  ^ 

?1 


4»f 

II 

u 


'^.-S' 


I 


7i 


ill 


1^5 

-3Q 


:^ 


'liitod 

-Mia 


•STI 


•ntmpavs 


•UOMfl 


np|Af!q3 


:aopa<ri 


^  t  i  t  >  :r 


I  j  j  Ig  I  I  j  :  j  j  Ig 


\  \???  1? 


ss^ps^s 


\mm 


S9  i97   :9SS 


!???! 


t   X?   s 


S  i  iS 


S:^9S$?S9SfS|(?S^8f 


IP  jPpf  Pi  jliip  i  jlp^pl 


^I9ln|JO 


•aiiqt 


•w>1«off 


:aopao7 


1^ 


fo 


•aiH 


•x»ni 


•nr»^ 


II 


15 


•aiM 


x»H 


in-*  6 


!?! 


«! 


»l 


'3 


*UI*«0 

•308  '^oa 
:  aopoo'i 


•H^uow 
psiCvQ 


|siKS»*«»i»«»«»S2i»»«»ai««s««»«SaBaaS 


gSigi''»'-«*S^---iais-St;««^so-i<«|[iK'it'« 


•• 8l8l -• 3 8?8l sill ^ •III • 8  * 8 *ll? 


tf  »  « 


••Sei[>-*S*Bt>-llSSSS*«'«6S-ett><->' 


45i»^«iSe«geas«<**i^«»i^c«»«|i«»«S*tf«»^ 


55599?355555??5555555!^!?559l8?55 


S  5^5  !?5?^  5  V?!>«  !>!>?958?S  S?S?S12»?  55- 


;:;:S;SSS?7§S9&S^$9$$:$$39999;9  :  :9999 


^«dSSSss?«iss«9SS9ssssis;8SssSss 


aa^ss:;^ss3i^&&ggsgss3SgssgggS3&g 


99999899S(8;s'^9S!^S99^999S^;:999S9S 


^9SSS  2  39S  !^£^S«5££  S  9S£SSeS^SS;8  S2^ 


f»  e  »s.e)}  ^  M  cQ  fo  M  M  OB  mo  OD  e  rxe<  f}  9»  e  eo  aoo  00  o«p  00  «p  e«  «  r^ 


e  i^M  0) «  M«e«e  M)  r^<v«p  M  •«  o  «  no  e  m  09  m  e«<o  <«  M  t^e  M 


t-5 


op  o  o  »N.e« -V  0}  to  o<  ^.90  r^eo  r«.e«  00  e«  ^00  e  eo  QD  •{>  CO  OD  fo  9D  tN.e«  00  •> 


_^^«S52S2588S895^8M 


8S^$8«S^S2S;^$S9S8^|IS.$S$S982^&: 


II 


8s?^f $:SSS^S=Sf$S$Sa&pSSS$S^  :  zS&f 


^i^^^lsksf  iir^sfllls  a  i^^^^ii^^l^l^llirirS 


11! 


$s 


5«232 


^^^l^^^^kkllSlSt 


g22R?f 


«  eo  00  ^  too  r^oo  e 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  ANNALS 


AHD 


MAG.4ZINE  OF  NATURAL   HISTORY. 

No.  75.     AUGUST  1843. 


IX. — Observations  on  the  Habits  of  a  large  species  o/Galeodes. 
By  Captain  Thomas  Hutton  *. 

In  the  52nd  and  53rd  Numbers  of  the  ^Annals  and  Magazine  of 
Natural  History'  are  two  letters  from  Messrs.  W.  S.  MacLeay  and 
W.  E.  Shuckardy  relating  to  the  occasional  capture  of  small  birds 
by  certain  species  of  Arachnida;  and  as  the  suDJect  is  one  of  some 
interest,  I  take  the  Uberty  of  presenting  you  with  a  note  long 
since  made  by  me,  on  the  habits  of  a  large  species  of  Galeodes 
common  to  some  parts  of  India,  and  for  which,  if  undescribed,  I 
would  propose  the  name  of  ^*  Galeodes  voraxJ' 

My  first  observations  on  this  species  were  made  in  1832  at 
Mirzapore,  where  it  is  very  abundant  and  of  large  size.  During 
the  rainy  season  it  was  my  constant  habit,  on  a  fine  evening,  to 
spread  a  sheet  upon  the  ground  near  my  house,  upon  which  was 
placed  a  small  lantern  to  attract  insects. 

In  a  very  short  time,  two  or  three  of  these  ravenous  spiders 
would  make  their  appearance  at  the  edge  of  the  sheet,  but  at  a 
respectful  distance  fix)m  each  other,  and  no  sooner  did  a  moth,  or 
a  beetle,  or  a  cricket  alight  upon  it,  than  it  was  snapped  up  and 
devoured  before  I  could  lay  hold  of  it.  There  seemed  indeed  to 
be  no  end  to  the  appetite  of  these  creatures,  for  they  continued  to 
seize  and  devour  everything  indiscriminately  that  came  within 
their  reach,  even  to  lai^e  and  hard-winged  beetles,  cutting  them 
to  pieces  with  their  powerful  jaws  with  the  greatest  ease.  Many 
were  the  deadly  fights  I  witnessed  among  these  marauders  as 
they  trespassed  upon  each  other's  beats  to  get  possession  of  some 
newly  alighted  prey,  and  often  was  I  obhged  to  kiU  them  in  order 
that  I  too  might  in  turn  obtain  some  share  of  the  booty.  This 
species  is,  strictly  speaking,  nocturnal,  though  I  have  sometimes 
seen  them  active  in  the  daytime ;  they  Uve  beneath  stones  and 
in  holes  in  the  groimd,  and  never  construct  a  net  or  other  trap  for 
their  prey,  seizing  everything  by  main  force  as  they  roam  about 
in  search  of  food. 

Again  I  fell  in  with  this  species  abundantly  at  Neemuch,  where 
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they  were  also  sometimes  of  large  size.  One  of  these  I  kept  for 
some  time  in  a  vessel,  the  bottom  of  which  was  well  suppUed  with 
earth,  which  had  been  purposely  hardened  by  pouring  water  on 
it  and  then  allowing  it  to  dry. 

The  Guleodes  soon  began  to  dig  a  hole,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  succeeded  in  making  itself  a  subterranean  rietreat,  in  which 
it  usually  resided,  seldom  coming  forth  beyond  the  mouth  of  its 
den.  It  proceeded  to  dig  out  tne  earth  at  first  with  its  strong 
jaws,  cutting  it  away  in  a  circle,  and  having  thus  loosened  the 
soil,  it  gathered  it  together  into  a  heap  with  its  anterior  palpi  and 
threw  it  out  behind,  as  a  dog  does  in  scratching  a  hole.  When 
it  had  by  this  means  succeeaed  in  excavating  a  hole  sufficiently 
large  for  it  to  enter,  instead  of  throwing  out  tne  loose  earth  as  at 
first,  it  gathered  a  quantity  together,  and  surrounding  or  em- 
bracing it  with  the  anterior  palpi,  shoved  the  load  by  main  force 
before  it  up  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  and  then  returned  for  more. 
Having  completed  its  task,  it  remained  for  a  few  dajrs  stationary 
and  refused  to  feed,  although  previously  it  would  devour  several 
insects  at  a  meal,  and  even  small  house  lizards.  I  now  perceived 
that  it  was  a  female,  the  ova  being  distinctly  visible  through  the 
skin  of  the  abdomen,  which  was  much  distended. 

The  ova  were  deposited  in  the  cave,  to  the  number  of  more  than 
fifty,  the  parent  remaining  motionless  amidst  them.  In  the 
course  of  a  fortnight,  these,  which  were  of  the  sise  of  a  largish 
mustard-seed,  and  of  whitish  hue,  were  all  hatched. 

The  young  are  at  first  motionless,  and  appear  devoid  of  ani- 
mation until  the  period  of  three  weeks  has  elapsed,  at  which  time 
they  east  the  first  skin.  Their  colour,  which  up  to  this  time  was 
pure  milky  white,  now  gave  place  to  a  fiiint  tinge  of  pale  brown^ 
and  the  jaws  and  palpi  became  deep  brown. 

The  yoimg  ones  now  threw  ofi*  their  lethargy  and  b^an  to  move 
about,  and  occasionally  saUied  forth  from  the  den,  but  instantly 
retreated  on  the  slightest  appearance  of  danger.  All  this  time, 
however,  they  took,  apparently,  no  food  whatever,  and  yet  they 
continued  to  grow  both  in  size  and  activity. 

It  was  ind^  very  interesting  to  watch  the  motiona  of  the  pa- 
rent at  this  season.  From  the  general  bad  and  ferocious  character 
which  the  spider  tribe  bears,  I  fully  expected  to  see  the  parent, 
at  the  first  craving  of  appetite,  commence  an  attack  upon  her  own 
family  and  devoiur  them ;  but  the  all-wise  Creator  has  endowed 
even  this  ferocious  spider  with  that  most  powerfld  feelings— ma- 
ternal love;  and  thus  is  the  Galeodes,  the  very  tiger  of  the  insect 
world,  subdued  at  this  period  into  the  anxious  and  tender  mother. 
Placing  herself  in  front  of  the  aperture  of  the  cave,  she  seiied  and 
examined  between  her  anterior  palpi  everything  that  entered.  I 
tried  rqpeatedly  to  arouse  her  anger  by  thrusting  in  straws^ 
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li(q>iiig  to  make  her  forget  her  good  behaviour^  but  all  in  vain ; 
for  thoagh  she  bit  and  palled  at  the  straws  in  evident  anger^  not 
once  did  she  turn  upon  her  offsprings  although  crowding  round 
and  crawling  over  her  very  body,  I  then  threw  in  some  beetles 
and  flies^  upon  which  she  vented  her  fury  bv  speedily  devouring 
them^  and  I  thought  by  this  means  to  play  her  a  trick.  Accord* 
ingly  I  withdrew  two  or  three  of  the  young  ones  from  the  cave, 
and  threw  in  alternately  a  beetle  and  a  young  Galeodes,  thinking 
to  deceive  the  parent,  and  make  her,  in  the  blindness  of  her  fury, 
conmit  m/antiade.  But  nature  was  not  to  be  thus  deceived :  the 
unfortunate  beetles  were  instantly  seized  and  devoured,  but  the 
mother  knew  her  offispring,  and  drew  them  into  the  den  without 
the  slightest  v^ur^ ;  the  beetles  were  gathered  into  her  jaws, 
but  her  own  offspring  were  merely  seized  between  the  anterior 
palpi,  and  allowed  to  pass  unhurt. 

This  whole  family,  much  to  my  regret,  effected  their  escape 
from  the  vessel  in  which  I  kept  them,  which,  being  of  glass  and 
deep-sided,  I  thought  sufficiently  secure,  and  therefore  left  un<- 
eoTered. 

The  Galeodes,  however,  being  frumished  with  a  retractile  tucker 
at  the  ends  of  the  anterior  pdpi,  had  contrived  to  crawl  up  the 
side  of  the  glass  and  make  their  esci^.  I  sueeeeded  more  than 
a  month  afterwards  in  reciqpturing  the  old  one  in  the  same  room, 
bat  her  offiqnring  I  never  again  saw. 

This  species  is  extremely  voradous,  feeding  at  night  upon 
beetles,  flies,  and  even  large  lizards,  and  sometimes  gorging  itself 
to  such  a  degree  as  to  render  it  almost  unable  to  move. 

A  lizard  three  inches  long,  exchmve  of  tail,  was  entirely  de- 
voured; the  spider  sprung  at  it,  and  made  a  seizure  immediately 
behind  the  shoulder,  never  quitting  its  hold  until  the  whole  was 
oonsomed.  The  poor  lizard  struggled  violently  at  first,  rolling 
over  and  over  in  its  agony,  but  l£e  spid^  kept  firm  hold,  and 
gradually  sawed  away  with  its  double  jaws  into  the  very  entrails 
of  its  victim.  The  only  parts  imeaten  were  the  jaws  and  part  of 
the  akin,  althou^  the  lizard  was  at  least  five  inches  long  from 
nose  to  extremity  of  tail.  Aft^  this  meal  the  spider  remained 
gorged  and  motionless  (or  about  a  fortnight,  being  much  swollen 
and  distended. 

A  young  sparrow,  about  half-grown,  was  placed  under  a  bell- 
gksa  with  a  Galeodee;  the  moment  the  luckless  bird  moved  the 
spider  sdzed  him  by  the  thigh,  which  he  speedily  sawed  off,  in 
spte  of  the  sparrow^s  fluttering,  and  then,  as  the  poor  bird  con- 
tinued to  struggle  in  pain,  the  savage  seized  him  by  the  throat 
and  soon  put  an  end  to  lus  sufferings  by  cutting  off  the  head. 
It  did  not,  however,  devour  the  bird  nor  any  part  of  it,  but  seemed 
satiified  with  having  killed  it. 
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On  another  occasion  I  gave  it  a  large  garden  lizard,  which  waa 
instantly  seized  by  the  middle  of  the  body ;  the  lizard,  finding  that 
it  could  not  shake  oflF  its  adversary,  turned  its  head  and  bit  the 
Galeodes  on  one  leg,  which  obliged  it  immediately  to  quit  its  hold 
and  retreat :  this  was  owing  to  the  seizure  having  been  made  too 
low  down  on  the  body,  for  in  general  the  Galeodes  seizes  as  dose 
behind  the  shoulder  as  can  be,  in  order  to  put  it  out  of  the  vic- 
tim's power  to  turn  and  bite;  the  lizard  was  allowed  to  escape 
with  only  a  severe  wound  in  the  side,  but  as  it  lived  for  some  days 
before  I  allowed  it  to  run  oflF,  the  bite  of  the  Galeodes  would  not 
appear  to  be  poisonous. 

On  another  occasion,  my  firiend  Dr.  Baddeley  confined  one  of 
these  spiders  in  a  wall-shade  with  two  young  musk  rats  {Sorex 
Indicus),  both  of  which  were  killed  by  it. 

When  two  of  these  spiders  are  confined  in  a  vessel  together, 
both  endeavour  to  make  their  escape,  as  if  conscious  of  their  mu- 
tual danger.  If,  in  their  efforts  to  get  away,  they  are  brought  into 
contact,  the  one  instantly  seizes  the  other  and  devours  him,  the 
victim  making  no  struggles  whatever ;  but  if  they  meet  fece  to 
face,  both  enter  into  a  wrestling-match  for  life  or  death. 

They  plant  their  true  feet  firmly  on  the  ground,  the  bodv  at  the 
same  time  being  elevated,  and  the  two  pairs  of  palpi  held  out  in 
front  to  ward  off  the  attack.  In  this  attitude  Ihey  advance  and 
retire,  according  as  either  gains  a  shght  advantage,  endeavouring 
to  throw  each  other  to  one  side,  so  as  to  expose  some  vulnerable 
part,  or  form  an  opening  for  attack ;  and  when  this  is  once  effected, 
the  fortunate  wrestler  instantly  takes  advantage  of  it,  and  rushing 
in  seizes  his  adversary  behind  the  thorax,  and  the  combat  is  ended ; 
the  vanquished  victim  yielding  himself  without  further  struggle 
to  his  inevitable  fSeite. 

The  same  species  occurs  in  the  Bhawulpore  country,  from 
whence  I  obtained  it  when  constructing  the  road  for  the  advance 
of  the  army  of  the  Indus  in  1838.  It  is  also  abundant  in  Af- 
ghanistan, where  in  all  probabiUty  it  is  the  species  mistaken  by 
Elphinstone  for  the  Tarantvlaf  which  he  describes  as  common  in 
that  country,  but  which  I  neither  saw  nor  heard  of. 

The  usual  size  of  an  adult  specimen  of  '^  Galeodes  (vorax)" 
mihi,  is  about  2^  to  2|  inches  long,  and  the  body  or  abdomen 
equal  to  a  thrush's  egg.  When  in  motion  the  body  is  elevated 
off  the  ground,  and  tibe  two  pairs  of  palpi  or  feelers  are  stretched 
out  ready  to  make  a  seizure :  it  progresses  therefore  solely  upon 
the  true  legs,  which  spring  from  the  thorax,  and  are  six  in  num- 
ber. The  head  is  armed  with  two  strong  and  formidable  cheke, 
or  double  jaws,  answering  to  the  long  cheliform  fore-arms  of  the 
scorpion ;  these  jaws  are  denticulate,  and  the  ends  are  curved, 
shaip-pointed,  and  extremely  luird  and  homy,  of  a  dark  brown 
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cakrar.  Eyes  two^  and  placed  on  the  top  of  the  head  between  the 
base  of  the  jaws ;  the  colour  generally  is  sandy  brown,  and  the 
body  soft  and  clothed  with  short  mouse-coloured  hairs ;  the  limbs^ 
and  especially  the  palpi,  are  famished  with  long  coarse  hairs ;  be- 
neath these  are  ten  obtriangular  plates  springing  from  the  under 
side  of  the  thigh  or  cox»  of  the  posterior  legs,  five  on  each^  the 
inner  one  being  smallest,  the  outer  one  lai^;est;  these  are  of 
an  obtriangular  form,  and  their  use  appears  to  be  still  unknown* 
I  never  saw  them  used  to  assist  progression  in  any  way. 

The  true  legs  are  furnished  at  the  end  with  strong  hooks  or 
claws,  but  the  two  pairs  of  pedi-palpi  are  destitute  of  them,  the 
anterior  pair  being  the  largest  and  strongest,  and  furnished  at  the 
end  with  a  white  retractile  sucker ;  this,  in  a  state  of  rest,  is  with- 
drawn into  the  last  joint  of  the  palpi,  and  it  appears  to  be  used 
to  assist  in  climbing  up  surfaces,  or  in  hanging  against  gravity^ 
in  the  same  way  that  flies  and  lizards  use  their  feet,  by  the  exclu- 
sion of  air.  In  seizing  its  prey,  one  pair  of  jaws  keeps  hold,  while 
the  other  is  advanced  to  cut,  and  they  thus  alternately  advance 
and  hold  tiU  the  victim  is  sawed  in  two :  the  only  sound  they 
emit  is  a  hissing  or  rustling,  caused  by  the  friction  of  the  two 

Eairs  of  chelse  as  they  are  advanced  and  withdrawn  ;  this  is  only 
eard  when  the  spider  is  suddenlv  disturbed  or  irritated. 
Prom  the  tenor  of  Mr.  W.  S.  MacLeay's  remarks  upon  Mygale 
and  the  large  species  of  Epeira  which  he  has  discoverea  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Sydney,  it  would  appear,  that  although  these  spiders  may 
occasionally  feed  upon  the  juices  of  warm-blooded  animals,  which 
accident  may  throw  in  their  way,  yet  that  their  natural  food  con- 
sists of  insects,  and  the  fact  of  their  killing  birds  at  all  must  be 
regarded  as  a  very  rare  exception  to  the  general  rule  of  their  ha- 
bits ;  and  from  the  aboye  remarks  on  GcUeodes  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  habits  of  this  spider  in  some  measure  corroborate  Mr.  Mac- 
Leay's  opinion ;  for  although,  strictly  speaking,  the  proper  food  of 
Galeodes  consists  of  insects,  yet,  when  accident  throws  a  lizard  in 
its  way,  it  will  not  fail  to  seize  and  devour  it.  With  regard  how- 
ever to  its  preying  at  all  upon  warm-blooded  animals,  we  have  as 
yet  no  testimony  whatever,  for  in  the  experiments  above  cited  it 
will  be  observed,  that  although  the  sparrow  and  musk  rats  were 
easily  killed  by  the  spider,  yet  that  it  fed  upon  neither  of  them*. 

*  Should  this  paper  meet  the  eye  of  Mr.  MacLoay,  I  may  add,  that  I  shall 
be  happy  to  do  my  best  in  determining  the  habits  and  oeconomy  of  any  spe- 
cies found  in  my  neighbourhood,  if  he  will  kindly  point  out  his  wants  and 
wishes,  and  I  shall  likewise  be  happy  to  assist  him  with  duplicates  firom  my 
own  collection. 

Mnsioorree,  June  21st,  1842. 
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X. — Observations  on  a  Disease,  the  prodttction  of  a  Funffus,  oc* 
cwnring  in  the  Lettuce  and  other  Vegetables,  By  Arthur  Hill 
Hassall,  Esq. 

The  production  of  diseases  through  the  agency  of  Fungi,  whether 
in  the  animal  or  vegetable  fabric,  has  not  hitherto  received  that 
degree  of  consideration  to  which  the  frequency  of  their  occur- 
rence and  the  importance  of  the  subject  so  eminently  entitle  them. 

While  walking  in  the  garden  this  evening,  I  was  particularly 
struck  with  the  appearance  of  some  of  the  lettuces  contained  in* 
a  fine  bed  of  that  vegetable,  several  of  them  having  become 
wrinkled  and  discoloured,  although  a  few  days  previously  I  had 
especially  remarked  their  healthy  and  vigorous  growth. 

On  examining  several  of  the  affected  plants  I  found  a  consi* 
derable  softening  of  the  stem  near  the  ground,  and  which,  my 
mind  having  been  previously  prepared  for  such  a  phsenomenon 
by  my  investigations  respecting  the  decay  of  fruit,  1  did  not  he- 
sitate at  once  to  attribute  to  the  action  of  a  fungus, — a  conclusion 
which  was  confirmed  by  a  microscopic  examination  of  the  stem, 
by  which  the  thalli  or  root-like  filaments  of  the  fungus  were  de- 
tected without  difficulty. 

In  one  of  my  papers  on  the  Decay  of  Fruit,  read  before  the 
Microscopical  Society  of  London,  I  stated  that  if  apples  were  in- 
oculated with  the  thdlus  or  sporules  of  fungi  while  still  maintain- 
ing a  firm  connexion  with  the  parent  tree,  nevertheless  that  they 
became  affected  with  decav;  and  from  the  result  of  this  experi- 
ment I  concluded  that  tne  development  of  the  frmgi  was  the 
cause  and  not  the  effect  of  the  decomposition,  a  fact  which  I  con- 
ceive to  be  incontrovertibly  established;  and  in  confirmation  of 
which,  if  any  further  evidence  were  needed,  the  present  example 
of  the  independent  operation  of  fungi  would  afford  that  additional 
evidence ;  for  of  the  healthy  condition  of  the  lettuces  prior  to  the 
attack  of  the  fungi  no  doubt  could  be  entertained,  this  being 
abundantly  testified  by  the  appearance  of  the  imaffected  plants. 

That  tlus  disease  is  communicable  by  inoculation  in  the  same 
way  as  the  similar  affection  occurring  in  fruit  I  cannot  doubt;  I 
will  however  make  the  trial  and  communicate  the  result  in  a  note 
to  this  paper* 

Were  the  example  which  I  have  now  recorded  of  disease  in  ve- 
getables, the  product  of  the  operation  of  fungi,  an  isolated  one,  it 
would  still  be  possessed  of  considerable  interest;  but  so  far  from 
this  being  the  case,  I  have  not  the  least  hesitation  in  asserting, 
that  the  majority,  if  not  the  entire,  of  culinary  as  well  as  orna- 
mental plants  are  subject  to  a  similar  fatal  disorder.  Amongst 
the  former  class  I  would  particularly  mention  the  following,  in 
all  of  which  I  have  noticed  the  peculiar  softening  observed  in  the 
stem  of  the  lettuce :— endive,  celery,  potatoe,  cabbage,  pea,  bean^ 
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timiep^  radish,  parsnep,  carrot,  cucumber,  and  other  coimrbita* 
ceoos  plants. 

The  productions  most  liable  to  this  ftmgoid  disease  would 
appear  to  be  the  more  succulent  kinds,  and  this  fact  accounts  for 
the  greater  frequency  of  the  disease  in  damp  seasons. 

Cheshnnt,  June  9th,  1843. 

Note,  Jtdy  \7th, — ^The  same  evening  on  which  I  noticed  the 
disease  in  the  lettuce,  I  introduced  themaments  of  the  fimgi  into 
numerous  unaffected  lettuces  in  different  stages  of  growth  and 
widely  separated  from  each  other,  and  in  a  few  days  I  had  the 
satisfaction,  which  I  aqticipated,  of  beholding  the  complete  and 
perfect  success  of  the  experiment,  and  finally,  the  destruction  of 
all  the  plants  inoculated. 

Encouraged  by  the  marked  success  which  attended  the  inocu- 
lation of  the  lettuces,  I  determined  to  treat  in  a  similar  manner 
vegetables  of  different  kinds,  feeling  however  considerable  doubt 
as  to  the  issue  of  this  new  experiment.  I  therefore  inoculated 
the  stems  and  seed-vessels  of  beans  and  peas,  the  stem  and  tuber 
of  the  potatoe,  the  top  root  of  the  tumep,  leaves  of  rhubarb,  and 
stem  and  leaves  of  the  cabbage.  At  the  same  time  I  inoculated 
also  the  but  little  developed  fruit  of  the  apple,  peach  and  goos^ 
berry.  Now  a  result  no  less  satisfactorv  than  in  the  previous 
case  followed  the  inoculation  of  the  productions  above  enume- 
rated, differing  from  each  other  too  as  many  of  these  do  so  widely 
in  texture  and  affinities,  the  progress  of  the  ravages  of  the  fimgi 
bdng  however  greatly  modified  by  the  condition  as  to  densi^  of 
the  vegetable,  or  portion  of  the  vegetable  operated  upon.  Thus, 
their  devastating  progress  in  the  tuber  of  the  potatoe,  in  the  top 
root  of  the  tumep,  and  in  the  seed-vessel  of  the  bean  was  very 
rapid,  as  might  have  been  expected,  since  these  consist  almost 
entirely  of  loose  cellular  tissue  and  fluid  which  could  offer  but  little 
resistance  to  the  extension  of  the  fiingi ;  while  in  the  stems  of  the 
potatoe,  bean  and  pea,  the  progress  was  much  slower,  owing  solely 
to  the  greater  density  of  the  parts. 

The  singular  fetct  of  the  rapid  development  of  fimgi  when  in- 
troduced into  the  living  vegetable  oeconomy,  mat^ally  affects  the 
views  generally  entertained  as  to  the  office  and  power  of  fimgi  in 
creation. 

One  of  the  greatest  peculiarities  of  the  fungi  consists  in  the 
preference  which  they  manifest  for  organic  matter  in  a  concen- 
trated form.  But  it  has  hitherto  been  supposed  that  their  pow- 
ers were  confined  to  dead  organic  matter*  which  they  speedily  de* 

*  Thb  Btatement  is  by  no  means  correct ;  the  researches  .of  Ehrenbog, 
Meyen,  and  many  otber  physiologists  hare  long  since  proved  the  fiUsity  of 
this  now  antiquated  notion.  The  inoculation  of  sound  fruit  with  fttngi  was 
made  so  far  back  as  1819  by  Prof.  Ehrcnbcrfi;.  See  his  memoir  *De  My- 
cetogcncsi  epistola/  Nova  Act.  Nat.  Cur.  vol.  x. — Ed. 
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oomposej  assimilate  and  remove  from  the  &ir  face  of  Natare,  and 
hence  they  have  earned  the  not  inappropriate^  though  inelegant, 
appellation  of  ^'  Nature's  scavengers/'  This  however  is  tsldng 
but  a  very  limited  view  of  the  powers  and  operation  of  fungi;  since 
the  present  inqmry  proves  that  they  have  the  ability  to  invade 
and  destroy  the  living  vegetable  fabric^  and  perhaps  animal  too ; 
and  this  not  merely  while  the  vegetable  is  in  a  living  state^  but 
while  the  functions  of  its  life  are  in  full  and  healthy  operation. 
Thus,  in  the  operation  of  the  fungi,  as  in  most  things,  there  is,  as 
regards  man^s  welfare,  a  mixture  of  good  and  evil,  of  benefit  and 
disservice ;  the  good  result  accruing  to  man,  however,  far  out- 
balancing the  evil. 

Inquiries  such  as  the  present  are  peculiarly  interesting,  not 
merely  from  their  value  in  a  scientific  point  of  view,  but  from 
the  hope  which  they  carry  with  them,  amounting  in  this  case 
almost  to  a  conviction,  that  ultimately  they  will  be  attended  with 
practical  results.  I  hope  that  at  no  (ustant  day  a  remedy  will  be 
found  for  some  of  the  evils  occasionally  resulting  to  the  vegetable 
world  through  the  instrumentaUty  of  fungi. 


XI. — On  two  new  species  of  British  Jungermannise.    By  Thomas 
Taylor,  M.D.,  Dunkerron,  Kenmare  *. 

JuKGBBMANNiA  BiPARiA,  MS8,  T,  T,  Caule  procumbcnte,  subra- 
moso ;  foliis  subapproximatis,  amplexicaulibus,  oblongo-orbicu- 
latis,  concavis,  integerrimis :  fructu  terminali  ;  calycibus  obovatis, 
apice  plicatis. 
Jung,  pumila,  Lind.  Syn.  Hep.  p.  69.  t.  2.  (nee  Witheringii). 
Ad  rivulorum  umbrosorum  ripas  saxosas  Hibemise,  Britannise  atque 
Qermaniffi. 

Caules  procumbentes  ramosi,  subimplexi  atque  subcespitosi,  1 — 2 
unciales,  luride  virides.  Folia  subimbricata,  baei  amplexicaulia,  con- 
cava  Bubrotimda  aut  parum  elongata,  patula,  integerrima,  cellulis  ma- 
joribus.  Perichatialia  majora,  calycis  dimidium  inferius  tegentia. 
Calyces  obovati  seu  oblongi,  juniores  etiam  obtusi,  t^ice  plicati, 
plicis  Bsepius  octo.  PediceUus  semiuncialis.  Capsula  oblonga,  qua- 
drivalvis.  Perigonia  in  rami  medio  sita  vidi,  ex  foliis  pauds,  adpressis, 
basi  ventricosis,  antheram  solitariam  tenentibus  confiata. 

It  is  probable  that  the  present  species  is  extremely  common, 
and  that  it  has  long  been  confounded  by  others,  as  well  as  cer- 
tainly by  myself,  with  Jung,  pumila,  With.  The  specimen  col- 
lected by  me  in  the  river  Dayle  in  1813,  and  quoted  under  J. /w- 
tnUa  in  ^The  British  Jungermannise,^  belongs  to  the  present.  It 
has  been  gathered  long  ago  and  carefully  laid  aside  for  further 
examination  by  Dr.  Greville :  his  specimens  are  from  Breadalbane. 
Again,  Mr.  WilHam  Wilson  found  the  plant  near  Bangor  Ferry  in 
*  Head  before  the  Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh. 
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WiJeSy  Mr.  G.  J.  Lyon  at  Campsie,  and  Mr.  Spruce  at  Eskdale ; 
lately  I  have  seen  it  at  Blackwater  Bridge  and  at  Turk  Waterfall, 
both  in  the  county  of  Kerry.  landenberg  too  seems  to  have  re- 
ferred the  present  to  Jung,  pumila,  With.,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing marks  will  sufficiently  distinguish  it :  1.  the  paler  colour ; 
2.  the  larger  size;  3.  the  leaves  more  distant,  amplexicaul,  more 
concave,  broader  and  rounder ;  4.  their  cells  much  larger ;  5.  the 
calyx  less  exserted  out  of  the  pericluBiium ;  6.  the  calyx  never  acu- 
minated, as  is  constant  and  characteristic  in  Jung,  /mmi/a.  With.; 
7.  the  calyx  distinctly  plicate  above.  From  Juriff.  spharocarpa, 
Hodi:.,  the  present  differs, — 1.  by  the  larger  and  more  procimibent 
stems ;  2.  the  calyx  pUcate  above,  longer  and  less  wide ;  3.  the 
leaves  not  exactly  orbicular,  but  rather  terminating  in  the  figure 
of  a  parabola.  The  present  species  approaches  to  Jung,  autum- 
juiUs,  DeCandolle,  which  has  been  found  not  only  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe  but  likewise  in  North  America,  and  which  may 
be  confidently  looked  for  in  the  British  Isles,  where,  however,  it 
has  hitherto  been  unnoticed.  In  Jung,  autumnalis,  DeCand., 
1.  stipules  are  present,  especiaUy  about  the  terminations  of  the 
young  branches ;  2.  the  leaves  have  a  more  vertical  position,  and 
are  more  adpressed  to  the  stem ;  3.  their  colour  is  rufescent,  and 
4.  they  are  distinctly  marginated. 

JuNOBBMANNiA  BECLU8A,  MSS.  T.  T.  Gaule  repcDte,  implexo,  sub- 
pinnato ;  foliis  approximatis,  semiverticalibus,  rotundato-quadratis, 
bifidis,  perichaetialibus  majoribus  erectis;  fructu  ramulo  proprio 
insidente ;  calyce  cylindraceo-ovato,  apice  acuminato  subtrigono, 
ore  denticulato ;  capsula  ovata. 
In  cryptis  ericetorum  Boream  spectantibus,  humidis,  ssepius  occurrit 
prope  Dunkerron,  Hibemiae. 

Cespites  lati,  tenues  seu  superficiales,  fuscescentes,  ex  quibus  caly- 
com  apices  plurimi,  albidi,  sparsim  surgunt.  Caules  filiformes,  8ub<* 
flexuosi,  subpimiati.  Folia  heteromalla,  minutissima,  magnitudine 
folia  Jung,  byssacett  Roth,  vix  excedentia,  latissima,  ovata,  bifida,  seu 
potius  alte  emarginata,  laciniis  conniventibus,  cellulis  discretis,  mi- 
noribus.  Stipulee  nullse.  Calyces  ore  albidi,  subtrigoni,  eminentes, 
acutiusculi,  dentati. 

It  is  very  possible  that  Lindenberg's  var.  b.  of  Jung,  bicuspid 
data,  L.,  is  the  same  as  our  plant,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  scanty 
description,  but  the  species  differ  by  numerous  minute  yet  con- 
stant marks.  Jung,  reclma  is,  1.  of  much  smaller  size,  approaching 
in  this  respect  to  Jung,  byesacea,  Roth. ;  2.  the  leaves  are  shorter 
than  in  /.  biaupidaia,  L. ;  3.  they  are  more  opake ;  4.  more  con- 
cave; 5.  their  shallower  emargination  is  more  rounded;  6.  they 
are  more  crowded;  7.  they  point  to  one  side,  viz.  upwards;  8. 
they  are  rotundato-ovate ;  9.  their  cells  are  more  minute,  and  yet 
separated  from  each  other  by  larger  vessels ;  10.  the  peric/uetium 
is  shorter,  and  its  leaves  less  acuminated ;  11.  the  stems  are  wider 
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in  proportion  to  the  leaves ;  12.  the  colour  of  the  plant  is  dark^^ 
and  when  fresh  of  an  olive-green ;  18.  the  growth  is  more  tufted ; 
14.  the  calyx,  though  absolutely  less  than  in  Junff.  Mcuspidata,  L., 
yet,  relatively  to  the  size  of  its  own  leaves  and  stems,  is  greater 
and  more  elongated ;  15.  the  calyx  is  narrower  above ;  16.  the 
capsule  is  far  shorter  in  figure  and  qmte  characteristic;  17.  the 
gemrruB  are  smooth,  never  angular,  and  situated  on  clusters  of 
leaves  and  not  on  a  naked  capitulus*  It  only  remains  to  add,  that 
our  plant  differs  from  Jung,  cormivens,  Dicks.,  by  smaller  size, 
much  minuter  reticulation,  by  the  leaves  not  being  decurrent,  by 
its  subpinnate  habit,  to  say  nothing  of  the  less  tumid  and  more 
acuminated  calyx. 

April  18,  1843. 


XII. — List  of  Birds  obtained  in  the  vicinity  of  Calcutta^  from  Sep- 
tember  1841  to  March  1843  inclusive,  T&y  Edward  Blyth, 
Curator  to  the  Museimi  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal. 

1 .  Palaornis  Aletandriwnsi  P,  Nipalensis,  Hodgson,  'As.  Res.'  xix. 
177.  A  hill  species,  not  usually  met  with  in  the  low  country,  but 
has  occasionally  been  observed  in  the  Calcutta  Botanic  Grarden. 

2.  P.  torquatus.  Very  abundant,  in  flocks  of  from  two  or  three  to 
twenty.  T  have  seen  a  pair  alight  and  walk  about  on  the  parapet  of  a 
house.  Flight  rapid,  and  their  screaming  cry  is  frequently  emitted 
on  the  wing,  announcing  their  approach. 

3.  P,  Bengalensis.  This  beautifid  species  is  much  less  common 
than  the  last,  though  still  not  rare.  It  is  also  less  noisy,  and  I  have 
always  observed  it  in  small  flocks. 

4.  P.  Pondicerianus.  This  fourth  Bengalese  species  is  almost  ex- 
clusively confined  to  the  hills,  but  is  brought  in  tolerable  abundance 
to  the  Calcutta  shops.  It  has  not  been  observed  by  Mr.  Jerdon  in 
the  peninsula  of  India,  though  named  Pondicerianus ;  but  it  is  plen- 
tiful on  the  opposite  coast  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  and  as  I  saw  nume- 
rous parrots  of  this  genus  flying  across  the  bay,  when  making  for 
Madras,  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  same  species  inhabit  both 
coasts ;  though  perhaps  this  may  apply  only  to  P.  torquatus  and  P. 
Bengalensis,  which  are  frequent  in  the  plain  country'*'. 

*  Tlie  only  additional  ipecies  of  this  genus  known  to  me,  except  the  Au- 
stralian (so-called)  P.  Barrakandi,  are,  in  India,  P.  tchisUcep$,  Hodgson, 
*  As.  Ees.'  xix.  178,  peculiar  to  the  Himalaya,  and  P.  columboides.  Vigors, 
on  the  Neilghierries :  the  Malay  countries  produce  P.  MalaccemU ;  and  I 
have  just  received  a  female  specimen  from  the  Mauritius,  which  is  probably 
referable  to  Ps,  bitorquattts,  Kuhl :  P.  xanthosomuSt  Bcchstein,  said  to  in- 
habit Temate,  rests  on  the  authority  of  a  description  by  Levaillant,  who  saw 
a  living  specimen.  The  remaining  described  species  in  Mr.  Vifors's  Mono- 
graph of  tnis  genus  (Zool.  Journ.  ii.  49  et  tea.)  are  merely  nominal.  Closely 
allied  to  Palaornis  is  my  genus  Paittinus  (Journ.  As.  Soc.  Beng.  xi.  789), 
founded  on  the  PsUlacus  Xfalaccensis,  Latham,  not  of  Gmelin,  and  appa- 
rently comprising  the  remarkable  Pi.  setariua  of  Temminck. — E.  B. 
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N.B.  I  am  tmcertain  whether  to  incltide  the  little  Psittacului  ver* 
naUs,  Sw.,  which  is  brought  in  great  numbers  to  the  shops  of  the 
Calcutta  dealers,  most  probably  from  the  hilly  parts  of  BengaL  It 
abounds  in  many  districts  of  the  South  of  India,  and  in  the  Tenas- 
serim  provinces. 

5.  Falco  chicquera.  Not  unfrequent.  A  particularly  handsome 
species  as  seen  alive.  The  name  Shikra  is  bestowed  by  the  Benga- 
lees generally  on  any  small  hawk  or  falcon,  though  more  especidly 
on  the  female  Astur  Dusswnieri. 

6.  F.  Bubbuteo,  Visits  the  neighbourhood  of  Calcutta  during  the 
hyemal  months. 

7.  F,  tinmtncuhs.    Common. 

8.  F.  tinminculoides,     Somewhat  rare. 

9.  Astur  Dusnmieri ;  Accipiter  Dukhunensis,  Sykes,  and  A.  $cu- 
tarius,  Hodgson — ^the  young.  Very  common.  I  arrange  this  bird 
in  Astur,  as  Mr.  Gould  has  arranged  the  allied  Australian  species— 
A.  approximans  and  A.  cruentus, 

10.  Accipiter  nisoiimilis,  Tickell  (Joum.  As.  Soc.  Beng.  ii.  671) ; 
A.  nisus  y.fringiUarius  of  Jerdon  and  others,  but  distinguished  from 
the  European  A.  nisus  by  its  greater  size,  white  superciliary  lines, 
&c.  Not  common  near  Calcutta,  but  very  frequent  in  India  gene«> 
rally. 

11.  Circus  melanoleucos.     Common.     Both  sexes  alike. 

1 2.  C  Swainsonii,  A.  Smith ;  C.  pallidus,  Sykes.     Common. 

Id.  C.  Montagui,    Less  common  than  the  two  preceding  species. 

14.  C.  rufns.     Common. 

15.  CircaStus  undulatus ;  Hamatomis  undulatus,  Vigors  and  Gould. 
Not  common  within  a  few  miles  of  Calcutta,  but  becomes  so  at  that 
distance.  One  or  two  pairs  may  frequently  be  seen  hovering  over 
Barrackpore  Park. 

16.  SpizaStus  niveus;  Falco  niveus,  Tem. ;  NisaHtus  Nipaknsis, 
Hodgson  (Joum.  As.  Soc.  Beng.  v.  239) :  not  the  doubtfully  cited 
N.  itivcus,  Jerdon,  which  is  N.  grandis,  Hodgson  (ibid,)  :  probably  F. 
caligatns.  Raffles  (Lin.  Trans,  xiii.  278).  Common  about  high  jungle, 
and  much  resembling  Buteo  vulgaris  in  its  habits.  The  young  have 
the  pure  white  under  parts  spotless  or  nearly  so,  a  dark  central  streak 
on  each  feather  increasing  at  each  moult ;  and  I  have  shot  one  fe- 
male (which  was  paired  with  a  mate  of  the  ordinary  colour)  that  was 
wholly  dusky-black,  with  an  ashy  tinge  on  the  back,  the  indes,  as 
usual,  brilliant  yellow,  and  contrasting  finely  with  the  blackish  plu- 
mage. 

17.  HaliaHus  Macei ;  if.  albipes,  Hodgson,  and  the  young — H,  tmi- 
color,  Hardwicke  and  Gray.  Not  uncommon  along  the  river,  and 
descends  (as  I  am  informed)  occasionally  on  carrion. 

18.  H.  Pondicerianus.  A  very  common  and  conspicuous  species, 
abundant  along  the  river/  and  generally  observed  near  water  ;  has  a 
peculiar  strange  bleating  cry.  It  is  amusing  to  remark  the  differ-^ 
ences  of  opinion  expressed  by  different  observers  concerning  its  sy- 
stematic station.  Thus,  Dr. W.  Jameson  vmtes — "No  person  who  has 
ever  studied  this  bird  in  its  native  haunts  on  the  Hooghly  or  the 
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Ganges,  where  it  occurs  ia  vast  numbers,  in  company  with  other 
Haliaiii,  would  for  a  moment  doubt  where  its  proper  position  ought 
to  be  in  the  ornithological  system* :"  whilst  Mr.  Hodgson  maintains 
that — "  Those  who  have  classed  the  Brahmant  Cheel  of  India  with 
the  fishing  eagles,  may  be  safely  said  to  know  as  little  of  the  struc* 
ture  as  of  the  habits  of  that  paltry  Milvine  bird  ;  or  else  of  the  group 
with  which  they  have  associated  itf."  For  my  part,  I  much  prefer 
to  retain  it  as  an  aberrant  Haliaetus,  the  principal  difference  rela- 
ting to  the  comparative  size  of  the  feet ;  and  I  refer  to  Mr.  Jerdon*s 
excellent  description  of  the  habits  of  this  bird  %,  conforming  entirely 
with  my  observation  of  it,  in  corroboration  of  this  view  of  its  affini- 
ties, though  Mr.  Jerdon  rather  inclines  to  Mr.  Hodgson's  opinion  on 
the  subject,  and  even  ranks  it  as  an  aberrant  species  of  MUvus, 

19.  IchthyiaStus  cuUrungius,  nobis  (Joum.  As.  Soc.  Beng.  xi.  110). 
This  bird  was  described,  but  not  named,  by  Latham,  whose  work  I 
have  not  now  to  refer  to.  It  is  beautifully  figured  among  the  drawings 
of  the  late  Dr.  Buchanan  Hamilton.  The  species  is  not  uncommon 
in  the  Soonderbuns,  but  I  have  obtained  only  one  individual  in  the 
vicinity  of  Calcutta. 

20.  Pandion  haliaStus.  The  osprey  is  more  or  less  common  in 
suitable  districts  throughout  India,  and  is  now  and  then  seen  near 
Calcutta.     I  have  obtained  one  recent  specimen. 

21.  Milvus  Cheele;  M,  govinda,  Sykes.  Excessively  numerous 
about  human  abodes,  but  rarely,  if  ever,  seen  at  a  distance  from 
them.  It  is  not  unusual  to  see  a  hundred  or  more  circling  in  the  air 
together,  especially  towards  the  evening,  all  collected  about  one  spot, 
though  there  may  be  no  refuse  to  entice  them  thither ;  or  if  some 
garbage  be  thrown  out,  their  dexterity  at  clutching  whatever  they 
can  seize,  without  alighting,  a  number  of  them  rapidly  following  each 
other  and  descending  thus  in  the  most  crowded  streets,  affords  a 
curious  spectacle;  a  few  wDl  generally  alight  and  mingle  among 
their  fellow-scavengers  the  crows,  while  a  crowd  of  others  are  cir- 
cling and  dashing  over  them,  and  stooping  as  they  sweep  by.  In 
illustration  of  their  boldness,  I  may  mention  that  I  once  received  a 
smart  knock  from  the  wing  of  one  of  these  birds  in  a  crowded  bazar, 
as  he  passed  close  to  my  shoulder  from  behind  §.  The  direct  flight 
of  this  kite,  when  not  sailing,  is  heavy  and  laboured,  being  relieved 
at  intervals  by  gliding  with  motionless  wings :  numbers  may  com- 
monly be  seen  overhead  buoyantly  floating  and  gliding  in  easy  curves, 
yet  keeping  much  together,  whether  sailing  high  or  low ;  and  their 
descent  upon  any  garbage  is  very  rapid,  and  often  spiral.  They  are 
decidedly  social,  and  many  may  daily  be  seen  together  sitting  on  a 
dead  tree,  or  the  parapet  of  a  house,  preening  or  sunning  then»elves, 
while  others  are  sailing  about  above  them.    Their  often-repeated  cry 

*  Calc.  Joum.  Nat.  Hist  i.  318.  f  Journ.  As.  Soc.  Beng.  vi.  368. 

X  Madras  Journal  of  Literature  and  Science,  No.  xxiv.  72. 

§  With  the  British  kite,  tempora  mutantur.  Pennant  has  shown  that  these 
formerly  (in  Henry  the  Eighth's  time)  abounded  in  the  streets  of  London, 
and  would  pick  up  food  from  amidst  a  crowd  of  people,  being  protected  by 
law  in  their  useful  capacity  of  scavengers. 
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18  a  tremuloiis  shrill  squeal  (whence  the  natire  appellation  Cheele) 
resembling  that  of  the  British  kite.  They  subsist  mainly  on  filth  and 
refuse*  but  will  readily  pick  up  a  chick  or  wounded  bird,  and  I  once 
knew  one  to  loll  a  full-grown  hen  :  this,  howeyer,  was  considered 
rather  an  anomalous  occurrence,  and  they  seem  to  be  generally  on 
excellent  terms  with  the  crows ;  though  I  have  been  told,  and  on 
good  authority,  that  a  kite  will  sometimes  seize  a  crow,  probably 
when  pressed  by  hunger,  albeit  the  uproarious  clamour  of  all  the 
crows  in  the  neighbourhood,  sure  to  collect  on  such  an  occasion, 
might  suffice  to  deter  him  from  doing  so  a  second  time.  During  the 
rainy  season  the  kites  totally  leave  Calcutta  for  three  or  four  months, 
not,  however,  for  breeding,  for  the  young  have  then  all  flown  ;  and 
the  Brahminee  Cheels  (Hal.  Pondiceriajtus)  in  like  manner  disappear 
from  the  river. 

22.  EloMUS  mehnopterw.     Not  uncommon. 

23.  Hyptiopus  (Hodgson,  olim  Baza,  H.)  lophotes;  Faico  lophoteit 
Tem. ;  Baza  syatna,  Hodgson.     Hare. 

24.  Vultur  Pondicerianus.  By  no  means  common.  Like  its  near 
ally,  the  South  African  V.  auricuiaris*,  with  which  it  forms  a  parti- 
cular minor  group,  this  species  is  only  seen  singly  or  in  pairs — never 
in  flocks.  Upon  one  descending  on  a  carcass,  whereon  a  crowd  of 
the  next  species  are  gorging,  these  all  make  way  for  it  and  keep  aloof 
till  it  is  gone  (so,  at  least,  I  have  repeatedly  been  informed),  whence 
it  currently  bears  the  name  of  King  Vulture  amongst  our  countrymen. 

25.  V.  leuconotus.  The  common  vulture  of  India  generally,  very 
nomerous  in  the  Oangetic  Delta. 

26.  Neophron  percnopterus.  The  Rachamah,  so  very  abundant  in 
Soudiem  India,  is  here  of  rare  occurrence.  The  Society's  Museum 
contains  a  specimen  shot  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  I  was  told  that 
several  appeared  about  the  Botanic  Garden  after  the  hurricane  of  the 
1st  of  June  last. 

27.  Strixjlammea ;  Sir.  Javanica  of  Mr.  Jerdon's  catalogue.  As 
numerous  about  Calcutta  as  in  England,  and  presenting  no  difference 
whatever  from  the  British  bird. 

28.  Ninojp  lugubris ;  Strix  lugubris,  Tickell  ( Joum.  As.  Soc.  Bene. 
ii.  578^ ;  Ninox  Nipalensis,  Hodgson  (Madr.  Joum.  No.  xiv.  23). 
Tolerably  common. 

29.  Athene  brama;  Stris  brmna,  Temminck ;  Noctua Indica,  Frank- 
lin.    Common. 

30.  Otus  brachyotus.    Common  during  the  cool  season. 

31.  Buceros  Malabaricus,  Inhabits  the  Soonderbuns,  and  may  not 
nnfr^uently  be  purchased  alive  of  the  Calcutta  dealers. 

32.  Upupa  epops.  Common  in  the  winter  months.  In  Southern 
India  it  is  replaced  by  the  smaller  and  more  rufous  species — U,  minor ; 
but  Mr.  Jerdon  has  sent  me  a  specimen  from  the  Neilghierries. 

33.  Merops  Indicus.  Extremely  common,  but  disappears  in  the 
rainy  season.  It  breeds  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  1  have  had  speci- 
mens brought  me  with  eggs  ready  to  lay  in  the  month  of  March. 

*  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  1833,  p.  45. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


94  Mr.  E.  Blyth's  List  of  Birds  obtained 

The  general  habits  of  this  pretty  little  green  bee*eater  are  those  of 
a  flycatcher,  but  it  frequently  hawks  for  insects  on  the  "wing,  many 
together,  like  swallows. 

I  have  been  informed  that  M.  PhiUippinus  may  occasionally  be  shot 
in  the  vicinity  of  Calcutta,  but  is  rare. 

34.  Coracias  Indica,  Common,  but  for  the  most  part  disappearinf^ 
at  the  time  of  the  rains.  This  roller  sits  very  upright  on  its  perch, 
with  the  body-feathers  appressed,  and  those  of  the  head  and  neck 
puffy.  Its  flight  is  buoyant,  but  sustained  by  constant  flapping ;  and 
I  have  now  and  then  seen  one,  or  a  pair,  when  seeming  about  to 
alight  on  a  tree,  make  a  rapid  dive  downward  to  near  the  ground, 
then  reascend,  and  perform  this  manoeuvre  several  times  successively 
as  if  in  play.  Its  usual  note  is  harsh,  but  in  spring  the  male  utters 
a  very  pleasing  dissyllabic  cry,  repeated  at  intervals. 

35.  Eurystomus  orientalis.  I  have  seen  a  living  specimen  in  the 
possession  of  a  dealer. 

36.  Halcyon  Capensis,     Common  at  all  seasons. 

37.  H.  amauropterus,  Pearson  (Joum.  As.  Soc.  Beng.  x.  635). 
Not  rare  during  the  cool  season,  and  perhaps  also  at  other  times.  Is  a 
noisy  species,  with  a  much  harsher  and  more  grating  cry  than  the  last. 

38.  H.  Smymensis.  Common.  These  three  species  feed  partly 
on  fish  and  sometimes  frogs,  but  more  on  crustaceans. 

In  the  Asiatic  Society's  museum  is  a  specimen  closely  allied  to 
H.  Smymensis,  having  the  white  on  the  under  parts  confined  to  the 
throat,  and  the  black  wing*spot  much  enlarged,  spreading  over  the 
shoulder  of  the  wing,  which  in  the  typical  Smymensis  is  rufous-bay. 
Its  native  locality  is  unknown. 

39.  Ceryle  rudis ;  Ispida  bitorqmta,  Swainson — ^the  male.  Com- 
mon. 

40.  Alcedo  Bengalensis,  Thb  closely  allied  diminutive  of  the  Bri- 
tish kingfisher  is  very  abundant. 

41.  Bucco  cyanopg.    Abundant. 

42.  B.  PhiUipensis.  Still  more  numerous  than  the  preceding  spe- 
cies. B.  viridis  (vel  caniceps)  does  not  appear  to  inhabit  this  neigh- 
bourhood. 

43.  Picus  stricttis,  Horsfield ;  P.  sultaneus,  Hodgson ;  P.  stretwus} 
Gould.    Rare. 

44.  P.  Bengaletms,     Extremely  common. 

45.  P.  Nipalensis;  doubtfully  cited  P.  mentalis  of  Mr,  Jerdon's 
catalogue.     Rare. 

46.  P.  badius.  Raffles ;  P.  rufus,  Hardwicke  and  Gray.  Not  com- 
mon. 

47.  P.Macei.    Common. 

48.  Yunx  torquilla.  The  museum  contains  a  specimen  that  was 
captured  alive  in  Calcutta. 

49.  Cucfdus  fugax.    Abundant. 

50.  C  canorus.     Rare. 

51.  C.  micropterus.     Rare. 

52.  C.  (subgenus  Gymnopus,  nobis)  niyer,  Latham.  Not  uncom- 
mon. 
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53.  O^lophui  edoUui.    Not  rare. 
64.  O.  CoromanduM,     Rare. 

55.  Centropus  Phillipensis,     Common. 

N.B.  For  notices  of  the  preceding  and  other  oriental  CuculiiUt, 
vide  my  monograph  of  the  group,  published  in  the  Bengal  Asiatic 
Society's  Journal,  N.S.,  Nos.  46  and  47. 

56.  Capnmulgu$  Gangtticus,  nobis.     Rather  common. 

57.  C.  moniicelms,  Franklin.     Rare. 

58.  C.  Asiaticui,  Very  common ;  but  all  three  species  found  only 
in  the  winter  months.  The  females  of  C.  Aiiaticus  have  the  white 
spots  on  the  wings  and  tail  as  in  the  other  sex. 

59.  Cyystius  ^jfmis.  Very  common,  but  confined  to  urban  districts, 
roosting  and  breeding  under  the  roofs  of  houses,  oftentimes  at  no 
great  distance  from  the  ground  in  crowded  thoroughfares. 

60.  C.  palmarwm,  A  rural  species,  also  yery  common,  and  roost- 
ing and  breeding  in  the  fronds  of  the  fan-leaved  palms.  Both  these 
swifts  are  permanently  resident  throughout  the  year. 

61 .  Conm9  maerorhj^nchuf,  Wagler ;  C.  culmitMtw,  Sykes ;  C.  co^ 
rone,  var.  JPranklin.  Chiefly  found  along  the  river  bank,  preying  on 
carrion*  This  bird  is  styled  Raven  by  Europeans,  which  has  given 
rise  to  the  current  notion  that  the  C.  corojp  inhabits  the  plains  of 
India,  which  it  does  not,  except  partially  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  Himalaya. 

62.  C.  splendent^  Vieillot.  Th&  common  crow  of  India.  A  most 
abundant,  very  noisy,  familiar,  and  impudent  species,  frequenting  the 
vicinity  of  human  abodes,  alike  in  the  villages  and  in  the  crowded 
streets  of  large  towns.  About  the  latter  they  walk  and  hop  like  do- 
mestic birds,  wherever  food  is  to  be  picked  up,  just  stepping  aside 
out  of  the  way  of  the  passers-by,  and  regardless  of  Uie  ordinary  throng  t 
but  they  still  retain  all  the  craft  and  wariness  of  their  tribe,  and  are 
ever  vigilant,  making  off  on  the  least  suspicious  movement,  or  even 
on  the  fixed  glance  oi  a  stranger :  they  require  but  small  encourage* 
ment,  however,  to  be  most  troublesomely  bold,  and  do  not  always 
wait  for  such  encouragement,  peeping  into  dwelling-rooms,  cawing 
loudly  the  while,  passing  through  them  by  difierent  windows,  and  ^ 
opportunity  offers,  making  free  with  anything  that  attracts  them  by 
the  way.  l*hough  highly  social,  this  crow  is  not  properly  gregarious* 
like  the  rook  and  Jadcdaw  of  Bngland ;  and  does  not  build  in  society, 
resembling  the  C.  conmi  in  this  respect,  though,  from  its  common- 
ness, two  or  three  pairs  may  sometimes  resort  to  the  same  large  tree. 
Their  noise,  fixHn  the  multitude  of  them,  is  incessant ;  and  if  any- 
thing  (as  the  sight  <Mf  a  dead  crow)  excite  them,  is  most  uproarious 
and  annoying.  They  are  about,  too,  hom  the  earliest  dawn  till  late 
in  the  evening,  and  are  far  from  being  quiet  on  moonlight  nights. 
Eager,  busy,  and  bustling,  their  flight  is  always  singularly  hunied, 
as  if  time  were  a  matter  of  some  consequence  to  them ;  and,  in  short, 
every  trait  of  the  crow  tribe  is  prominently  developed  in  this  species. 

The  report  of  a  gun  excites  a  grand  commotion  among  the  com* 
munity  of  crows ;  they  circle  and  (toss  rapidly  to  and  fro  overhead, 
for  tbe  most  part  out  of  i«nge,  cawing  lustily*  and  dodging  when  the 
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tube  is  pointed  at  them,  while  others  sit  observantly  on  the  neigh- 
bouring house-tops,  &c.,  all  launching  on  the  wing  on  the  next  dis- 
charge with  clamorous  outcry,  and  tiien,  by  degrees,  returning  to 
their  place  of  observation.  Thus,  too,  they  persecute  the  gunner 
when  in  quest  of  other  birds,  spr^ing  the  alarm  in  all  directions  : 
and  I  remember,  once,  when  loading  beside  a  large  tank,  a  pair  of 
the  fine  Caspian  tern  came  and  dashed  by  two  or  three  times  within 
range,  but  just  as  I  was  ready  for  them  a  wild  crow  made  his  appear- 
ance and  attacked  one  of  them,  being  soon  joined  by  others  of  his 
fraternity,  who  speedily  drove  away  the  pair  of  terns  without  afford- 
ing me  the  wished-for  chance  of  a  shot.  Again,  I  have  seen  a  crow  of 
this  species  pounce  on  a  pied  harrier  (Circus  melanoleucos)  which  was 
standing  quietly  on  the  bank  of  a  rivulet,  and  continue  to  attack 
and  follow  it  tUl  both  were  out  of  sight.  On  one  occasion  I  re- 
marked a  number  of  crows  and  mynabs  collected  around  some  horse- 
droppings  on  a  road,  when  one  of  the  crows  pertinaciously  prevented 
a  particular  individual  mynab  from  partaking  With  the  rest  of  the 
party ;  again  and  again  did  the  poor  mynab  make  the  attempt,  step- 
ping round  and  approaching  from  different  directions,  but  all  to  no 
purpose,  the  crow  meanwhile  paying  no  attention  to  the  other 
mynabs  of  the  same  species  (Pastor  tristis)  which  were  engaged  in 
picking  out  the  grains.  But  the  most  remarkable  fact  I  have  ob- 
served of  this  crow  was  during  my  short  sojourn  at  Madras,  where  a 
party  of  about  twenty  were  in  the  daily  habit  of  attending  the  break- 
fast of  the  friend  at  whose  house  I  was  staying,  without,  however, 
being  allowed  to  enter  the  room :  among  these  were  two  blind,  or 
rather  purblind,  crows,  which  could  just  see  their  way  about,  without 
apparently  being  able  to  pick  up  small  articles  of  food,  and  these  were 
regularly  fed  by  the  rest,  first  one  and  then  another  of  which  they 
followed  with  imploring  demeanour  and  quivering  wings,  like  a  nest- 
ling, and  received  the  morsels  with  the  same  gobbling  note  of  gra- 
tulation.  They  were  evidently  old  birds,  and  perhaps  aged ;  and  it 
recalled  to  mind  an  anecdote  related  by  Levaillant  of  two  barbets 
(Bucco)  which  that  observer  found  in  a  compartment  of  one  of  the 
gpreat  compound  nests  of  a  species  of  weaver-bird,  and  which  from 
their  helpless  state,  but  good  condition,  must  evidently  have  been 
fed  by  others  for  some  time. 

63.  Crypsirina  vagabnnda ;  genus  Dendrocitta,  Gould,  Phrenothrijp, 
Horsfield.  Very  common,  and  the  only  species  of  its  group  found 
in  this  neighbourhood.     I  have  never  seen  it  alight  on  the  ground. 

64.  Gracula  religiosa  ;  Eulabes  Javanus  (?),  Cuvier.  The  common 
hill  m3mab  of  the  shops,  but  brought  from  some  distance.  It  does 
not  appear  to  inhabit  the  low  country. 

65.  G.  Indicus  (?)  ;  Eulahes  Indicus  (?),  Cuvier.  Smaller  than  the 
preceding  species,  with  the  bill  considerably  more  slender,  the  velvety 
space  on  the  sinciput  much  reduced  in  size,  and  bounded  above  as 
well  as  below  by  ihe  naked  skin.  I  have  obtained  a  cage-specimen, 
and  seen  no  other  example. 

66.  Pastor  tristis.  An  abundant  and  very  fiamiliar  species,  being 
another  of  the  street-birds  of  Calcutta,  though  keeping  chiefly  to 
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the  more  open  situations  :  it  mingles  freely  with  the  crows ;  and  a 
pair  not  tm^requently  enter  my  sitting-room,  the  male  treating  me 
with  his  loud  screeching  song  therein :  they  hreed  in  nooks  of  houses^ 
and  very  commonly  in  vessels  hung  out  for  that  purpose  by  the 
natives. 

67.  Pastor  Gmgianus  (Bank  Mynab).  Brought  plentifully  to  the 
shops  from  some  distance,  and  breeds  in  holes  in  the  banks  of  rivers. 

SS.  P.  crittateUua,  Ck>nm)on,  and  scarcely  less  familiar  than  P. 
trigtis,  but  is  never  seen  in  the  streets.  In  Southern  India  this  spe- 
cies is  replaced  by  the  nearly  allied  P,/u$cu8,  vel  MahrattentiM  of 
Sykes. 

69.  P,  pagodarwn  (Brahminee  Mynab).  Flocks  of  this  species 
are  not  unfrequently  met  with  on  the  arboreal-cotton  trees,  when  in 
blossom  in  February ;  but  the  shops  are  not  supplied  from  this  neigh- 
bourhood. 

70.  P.  caniceps,  Hodgson.  This  I  take  to  be  the  true  TurdusMala^ 
haricus  of  Chnelin,  which  Mr.  Jerdon  has  assigned  to  a  nearly  allied 
species  which  seems  to  be  confined  to  the  Malabar  range  and  its  vi- 
dnity,  while  the  present  species  is  generally  rare  in  the  Indian  penin- 
sula, but  abounds  in  Bengal.^Assam  and  Nepftl.  It  has  a  gray  head 
and  neck,  and  rufous  breast  and  belly ;  while  the  other  has  the  head, 
neck  and  breast  silky- white,  with  also  a  longer  tail.    Very  common. 

71.  P.  roseus.  Visits  the  arboreal -cotton  trees  in  February,  like 
P.  pagodarum ;  but  the  shops  are  supplied  from  elsewhere,  and  this 
species  is  not  often  to  be  procured  in  them. 

72.  Stumopoitor  (Hodgson)  contra.  A  very  abundant  species,  and 
scarcely  less  fiaimiliar  in  its  habits  than  Pastor  tristis,  but  does  not 
venture  into  the  streets. 

73.  Stumus  Indicus,  Hodgson.  Differs  from  8t,  vulgaris  in  its 
longer  bill,  which  never  becomes  yellow  at  any  age.  Now  and  then 
brought  to  the  shops  in  considerable  numbers,  but  is  not  met  with 
in  this  neighbourhcxKi. 

74.*  Malacocercus  terricohr,  Hodgson.  The  Chatorrh^ea  of  Bengal, 
not  of  Southern  India.  A  most  abundant  and  conspicuous  species 
in  Bengal  and  Nepal,  which  appears  only  now  to  have  received  a 
name.  It  seems  also  to  be  the  only  species  found  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  is  nearly  allied  to  M.  Sotnervillei,  but  Mr.  Jerdon  con- 
siders  it  as  distinct,  and  I  should  like  to  see  more  specimens  of  the 
latter  before  pronouncing  an  opinion.  See  Joum.  As.  Soc.  Beng.  x. 
660,  for  a  notice  of  its  habits,  under  its  most  frequent  appellation  of 
8aat  Bhye, 

75.  TimaUa  (?)  hypoleuca,  Franklin;  T,  Horsfieldi,  Jardine  and 
Selby.  I  have  only  procured  this  species  in  the  shops,  where  one  or 
two  may  now  and  then  be  met  with,  which  I  understand  are  taken 
in  the  neighbourhood.  It  is  certainly  a  very  aberrant  Timalia,  and 
its  form  and  actions  remind  one  strongly  of  Calamophilus  biarmicus, 
which  is  so  abundantly  brought  alive  to  the  London  markets  from 
Holland. 

76.  Orthotomus  Bennettii.  The  common  tailor-bird  of  India.  Ex- 
tremely  common. 

Ann.  8f  Mag.  N.  Hut.  Vol.ju.  H 
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77.  lOra  typMa ;  J.  icapularit,  Honfidd.  A  very  plontiAil  wp%am, 
resident  at  all  seasons. 

78.  7\trdu$  {Oreocinda,  Oould)  Wkitei,  I  obtained  three  9pm* 
mens  in  the  course  of  the  last  cold  season. 

79.  Geocichla  ruhecula.  Common  in  the  winter  months,  and  re* 
placed  in  Southern  India  by  G,  cyMnoiiMt  Jardine  and  JBelby. 

80.  Calliope  LathmnL  Not  rare  during  the  co<d  season.  Isdoeely 
allied  to  Turdus. 

81.  Copsychua  saularis,  Wtigier.  The  Doyo/.  This  handsome  Ufd 
and  pleasing  songster  is  toleraUy  abundant. 

82.  C.  macrourus ;  Kittacincla  macroura,  Gould.  The  Shahmoftr, 
Reputed,  and  probably  with  truth,  to  be  the  finest  of  oriental  songstvrs. 
Its  notes  more  resemble  those  of  the  bladcoap  (Onmioe  Mtric^^iiU) 
than  any  other  British  bird,  but  fur  exoeed  them  in  variety  and  pro* 
longation ;  besides  which  the  shahmour  has  a  considerable  propeiv- 
sity  to  imitation,  and  one  in  my  possession  has  recently  learned  to 
give  the  crow  of  a  cock  to  p^ection,  also  the  notes  of  the  Coel  and 
Cuatiu9jugaJt,  the  chatter  of  a  troop  of  Sgat  Bkyea  (no.  74).  &c. 
Many  thousands  of  these  elegant  birds  are  kept  in  cages  in  Caloutta* 
and  the  universal  absurd  practice  is  to  darken  their  cages  by  wrapping 
them  with  several  folds  of  cloth,  enough  to  stifle  the  luckless  cap* 
tives  in  this  climate,  though  it  must  be  c<mfessed  they  sing  most  vif 
gorously  while  thus  circumstaneed,  but  certainly  not  more  so  than 
mine  which  are  exposed  to  the  light  and  air.  It  is  a  practice  of  tbt 
rich  natives  to  employ  servants  to  oarry  about  their  ihahmours  and 
other  birds,  and  the  number  of  ahahmours  which  are  thus  borne  about 
the  streets  of  Calcutta  is  astonishing ;  the  poor  birds  are  shut  out 
from  all  light  and  air,  like  Mahommedan  ladies  enjoying  (I)  th«r 
evening  drive,  but  they  nevertheless  (i.  e.  the  birds)  sing  forth  most 
lustily  and  melodiously,  so  sweetly  as  often  to  arrest  the  attention  of 
the  passer-by.  The  shahmour  is  brought  from  the  hilly  parts  of  the 
country,  being  never  met  with  in  the  alluvial  tract  of  Lower  Bengal, 

83.  PhttmewM  utrata,  Jardine  and  Selby.  Not  unoommcm.  Tliis 
appears  to  be  the  only  species  of  Indian  true  redstart  found  away 
from  the  Himalaya. 

84.  Pkjfllopneuste  rtguhidee,  nobis.  Joum.  As.  Soc.  Beng,  xi, 
191,  and  since  further  described  by  me.  Not  uncommon  in  the  cool 
season,  and  I  have  obtained  one  late  in  March. 

85.  Ph.  modeata ;  Reguhis  modeetua,  Oould  ;  R,  inamatua,  nobis, 
Joum.  As.  Soc.  Beng.  xi.  191.  Tolerably  common,  and  breeds  in 
the  vicinity  of  Calcutta  in  March,  as  elsewhere  described  by  me.  At 
this  time  their  plumage  is  ordinarily  much  worn,  and  the  mesial  pale 
streak  on  the  crown  is  in  general  more  or  less  obliterated.  Tbt 
song-note  of  this  species  is  somewhat  like  that  of  Ph.  nbilainx,  but 
much  weaker. 

86.  Ph,fiueata,  nobis,  Joum.  As,  Soc.  Beng.  xi.  113.  I  have  not 
yet  obtained  a  second  individual  of  this  well-marked  species,  whioh 
is  at  once  distinguished  by  its  large  size  and  prevalent  brown  colour. 

87.  Ph.  i^fiaia,  nobis, 

88.  Phyllopneuste  lugubris,  nobis.    Two  nearly  allied  speoieSi  Mid 
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tfaetener  emeklly  baan  a  close  affinity  to  tha  European  PA.  nr/a, 
tat  has  a  different  note,  and  is  certainly  distinct  irom  it.  The  other 
is  flraeh  darker  in  ecdoor,  partknlarly  on  the  head,  and  has  an  ashy 
breast*.     Both  are  common. 

89.  Acrocephaiua  turdoides ;  IStrtku  arutuHnaceuM,  Gmelin ;  Sylvm 
iwrdmdes,  Temm. ;  A^ohtU€$  hrmmMcens,  Jerdon.  Not  uncommon 
dnnng  ^e  cold  season. 

90.  A.  Montama ;  Sfhia  montOMM,  Uorsfield,  apod  Jerdon.  Tole* 
lably  common. 

91.  Mepaktnu  tokim);  T\uriu$  toklaa,  Buchanan  Hamilton,  MS. 

92.  Dasyornis  striatus ;  MegaktruM  striatum  Jerdon ;  Z).  h€U9ttU 
laiSm,  nobu. 

99.  D.  colharimptt  nobis.  For  notices  of  these  three  species,  of 
eaoh  of  ^liiieh  I  have  obtained  a  single  liye  specimen  (more  or  less 
mutilated)  from  the  baiar  shikarees,  see  Joum.  As.  Soc.  Beng.  xi. 
603--8. 

94.  Curruca  hortensis,  I  both  heard  the  song  and  had  repeatedly 
a  distinct  view  of  a  bird  oi  this  species  when  watching  for  nobler 
gtt&e  with  both  barrels  loaded  with  heavy  shot,  so  that  I  did  not  se- 
eure  the  specimen. 

95.  Chaitmris  (Hodgson,  olim  Niltava,  H.)  mbteuloid^t ;  Pkmnu 
mrm  ruheenhUki,  Vigors  and  Gk)uld.  Of  this  I  have  obtained  a  single 
specimen  late  in  March.  It  is  an  aberrant  member  of  Mr.  Hodgson's 
▼cry  natoral  genus,  and  closely  allied  to  Aftwcteopa  bimywrnoi,  Hors- 
Md  (also  an  Indian  bird  inhabiting  the  peninsula),  which  must  there- 
Ion  be  ranged  widi  it. 

96.  Dimorpha  (Hodgson,  olim  Siphia,  H.)  leucura ;  MuMdea^  Uu^ 
evm,  Latham  \  BaxkoU  rubecuhidei,  Syke»— the  old  male.  Ck>mmon 
in  die  cool  season,  and  met  with  at  least  so  late  as  April.  Still  it  is 
diffienlt  to  procure  specimens  in  fully  mature  plumage.  One  only 
I  have  obtained  with  the  gular  marking  on  the  throat  and  fore-neck 
of  a  deep  ferruginous,  like  the  breast  of  an  English  robin ;  another 
had  the  same  mark  paler  and  less  clearly  defined ;  many  have  a  slight 
tinge  of  mfbus  about  die  chin,  but  the  great  majority  hare  no  ap- 
pearance of  it. 

97.  Ckdie^M  BmrkH,  nobis;  Syhim  BurkH,  Burton,  Proc.  Zool. 
Soc.  1835,  p.  158.  Not  uncommon.  I  should  have  placed  this  form 
next  to  PhyliapneusU,  but  have  not  been  paying  much  attention  to 
arrangement  in  the  present  catalogue.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  PhylhpnmuU 
with  a  nanow  fljrcatdier's  bill,  and  the  usual  rictorial  vibrissa. 

98.  Smneola  rubicola  (?).  The  plumage  of  the  females  renders  it 
doubtful  whether  this  be  quite  identical  with  the  species  of  Europe, 
and  Mr.  Hodgson  I  find  entertains  the  same  opinion.  It  is  not  un- 
oommoik  in  the  winter  months. 

99.  S.  caprmUi,  Occasionally  to  be  met  with  in  the  shops  of  the 
dealers,  but,  I  believe,  not  taken  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  is  a  plea- 
sing soDgttar. 

*  From  a  subsequent  letter  fh)m  Mr.  Blvth,  we  learn  that  he  has  dnoe 
received  PhyU^pmrnts  r^fm^  with  PA.  troekiUu  and  other  spedes  from  Nep41, 
and  Uiat  the  Calcutta  Ph,  qffinis  is  distinct  from  the  former. — Ed. 
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100.  Cyanecula  Suecica.  I  have  obtained  namerouB  spedmens  of 
this  bird  during  the  last  cold  season,  but  not  any  in  the  preceding 
one.    All  have  the  central  mark  of  the  breast  rufous,  and  not  white. 

101.  Muscipeta  paradisea  ;  M.  Indica,  vel  castanea,  Auct.,  is  the 
once-moulted  bird.    By  no  means  rare. 

102.  Muscicapa  melanops.  Not  uncommon  during  the  cool  seascm. 

103.  M.  c«rtc/ea,  Vieillot;  M.  occipitalis.  Vigors;  and  the  female 
— Af .  caruleocephala^  Sykes,  but  not  of  other  authors.  Excessiyely 
common  in  the  winter  months. 

104.  Cryptolopha  poiocephaku  Of  this  I  have  obtained  but  one 
specimen  during  the  last  cool  season. 

105.  Rhipidura  fuscoventris.  Common  at  all  seasons,  and  conspi- 
cuous both  for  its  activity  and  the  pleasing  song-notes  of  the  male. 

106.  Pericrocotus  princeps ;  genus  PikeittcontM,  Swainson.  1  ob- 
tained a  female  (one  of  a  pair)  during  last  January. 

107.  P.  roseus ;  Muscicapa  rosea,  Vieillot.  Tolerably  common  du- 
ring the  cool  season. 

108.  P.  peregrinus.     Common  at  all  seasons. 

109.  Graucalus  Papuensis ;  Gr.  Nipaiensis,  Hodgson.     Not  rare. 

110.  Cehlepyris  melaschistos ;  Volvocivora  melaschistos,  Hodgson  ; 
Graucalus  maculosus,  M'Clelland  and  Horsfield.  Moderately  cmnmon. 

111.  C.  fimhriatus,  Jerdon,  who  expresses  a  suspicion  that  C.  camis 
of  Sykes  is  merely  the  male.     Not  rare. 

112.  Lamms ?    A  species  very  like  the  young  of  L.  eolktrio, 

and  which  does  not  appear  to  advance  beyond  the  state  of  plumage 
characteristic  of  the  young  of  its  ccmgeners  generally,  is  very  com- 
mon in  the  cool  season. 

113.  Tephrodomis  super cUiaris,  Sw. ;  Lanius  Keroula,  Hardwicke 
and  Ghray.     Common. 

114.  T.  concolor,  nobis.  I  obtained  a  single  specimen  of  a  female, 
noticed  as  perhaps  a  variety  of  the  preceding  species  in  Joum.  As. 
Soc.  Beng.  xi.  799. 

1 15.  Artamus  rufiventer.    Common. 

116.  Cometes  Krishna ;  Edolius  Krishna,  Oould.  Tolerably  com- 
mon. 

117.  Edolius  grandis,  Gould;  Cometes  Malabaroides,  Hodgson. 

118.  E.  retifer,  Temminck ;  E.  Malabaricus,  Qould.  Both  of 
these  are  occasionally  to  be  met  with  in  the  shops,  the  former  being 
a  fine  songster. 

119.  Dicrurus  Fingah;  erroneously  ascribed  to  balicassius  by 
authors  generally ;  D.  albirictus,  Hodgson.  A  very  common  and 
most  conspicuous  species. 

120.  D.  macrocercus ;  D.annectens,  Hodgson.     Far  from  rare. 

121.  Melisseus  4eneus ;  M,  muscipetoides,  Hodgson.     Common. 
N.B.  For  a  monograph  of  the  Asiatic  Drongas,  vide  J.  A.  S.  B. 

zi.  799  et  seq.  and  note  to  p.  882. 

122.  Ixos  Cafer.  Very  abundant,  and  replaced  in  Southern  India 
by  a  nearly  allied  species — /.  pseudocafer,  nobis. 

123.  LJocosus.  Common,  but  considerably  less  so  than  the  pre- 
ceding species. 
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124.  Pitta  braehfura,  I  purchased  a  living  tpedmen  of  a  dealer, 
iHiich  iras  probably  procured  at  no  great  distance. 

125.  Oriolms  Hodstmii  (Hodgsonii}),  Swainson;  O.meianocephahM 
oi  India,  as  distinguished  from  that  of  Africa,  auctorum.  Very  com- 
mon throughout  tihe  year. 

126.  O.  gaUnda,  I  obtained  a  living  specimen  of  this  European 
species,  which  I  kept  for  several  months  in  confinement.  Its  ordi- 
nary Indian  representative,  O.  aureus  (common  in  the  peninsula),  I 
have  not  yet  seen  from  this  part. 

[To  be  continued.] 

XIII. — On  the  Saceuli  of  the  Polyga$trica,  By  W.  AddisoNi  Esq, 
To  the  Editors  of  the  Annals  of  Natural  History, 

Oentlemen^ 
As  Dr.  Ghriffith^  in  his  paper  "On  the  Sacctdi  of  the  Polygastrica*/* 
has  coupled  my  name  with  a  very  inaccurate  interpretation  of  the 
effect  of  the  liquor  potassa  on  the  ParanuBctum,  allow  me  to  abs- 
tract from  my  'Experimental  Researches'  all  that  I  have  pub- 
Ushed  on  the  subject. 

''  I  had  often  remarked  the  very  great  similitude  of  sixe  and 
appearance  between  several  of  the  smaller  forms  of  the  Poly- 
gastric  animalcules  and  some  of  the  varieties  of  pus-corpuscles; 
so  great  is  this  similarity^  that  in  many  instances  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  distinguish  the  one  from  the  other,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  voluntary  and  very  active  movement  of  the  animal- 
cules. Now  liquor  potassa  produces  upon  these  animalcules  the 
same  effect  as  it  does  on  the  colourless  blood-  and  pus-coipuscles ; 
it  penetrates  the  transparent  integument  of  the  animalcule  by 
imbibition^  and  causes  it  to  burst  open  and  discharge  its  con- 
tents, which  have  the  same  appearance  as  the  molecules  and  gra- 
nules from  the  colourless  blood-  and  pus-corpuscles. 

"  In  the  larger  forms  of  the  polygastric  animalcules  there  are 
a  great  number  of  large  vesicles  or  cells  (which  have  been  called 
stomachs)  very  visible  in  their  interior ;  and  these  are  all  dis- 
charged from  the  bodies  of  the  creatures  in  the  same  way,  when 
they  are  submitted  to  the  action  of  liquor  potassa.  These  so-called 
stomachs  may  be  seen  enlarging  in  the  interior  of  the  animalcule 
prior  to  the  rupture  of  the  external  integument ;  and  when  they 
are  discharged  from  the  body  of  the  animalcule,  numerous  mi- 
nute molecules  may  be  seen  within  them  V  In  the  former  of  these 
paragraphs  it  is  evident  that  I  am  speaking  of  animalcules  ten  or 
twenty  times  less  than  the  Paramacium ;  and  in  the  latter,  when 

*  In  the  Jane  Number,  p.  438. 

t  Experimental  Researches  on  Inflammation,  and  on  the  origin  and  na- 
ture of  Tubercles  of  the  Lungs.    Cborcbill,  1843. 
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I  speak  of  the  vesicles  or  cells  being  discharged  "  in  the  tame 
way/'  it  is  evident  that  I  refer  to  the  bursting,  and  not  to  imbi- 
bition. 

Now  with  regard  to  ^imbibition/ no  physical  reasoning  about  the 
density  of  fluids  can  have  any  weight  in  determining  what  living 
structures  can  or  cannot  do ;  or  if  it  had,  it  would  be,  I  presume, 
equally  cogent  as  regards  the  colourless  blood-corpuscles,  or  the 
pollen  grain,  both  of  which  swell  and  burst  when  submitted  to 
the  action  of  liquor  potassa.  If  the  Paramecium  aurelia  be  sub- 
jected to  the  action  of  a  dilute  solution  of  the  alkali,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  half  a  drachm  (Brandishes  alkali)  to  an  ounce  and  a  half 
or  two  ounces  of  water,  it  immediately  Ylg,  1. 

commences  a  laboured,  rotatory,  wrig- 
gling motion  through  the  liquid,  and 
in  many  of  the  individuals  two  remark- 
able vesicles  will  be  seen  tensely  dis-  ^-^ 
tended  in  the  interior  of  the  animalcule,  f  \ 
very  frequently  accompanied  with  three,  V-/ 
four  or  five  perfectly  transparent  large 
circular  globules,  projecting  from  the 
body  of  the  creature  (Fig.  1.).  After  a 
short  period  the  contents  of  the  body 
may  be  seen  discharging  themselves  into 
one  or  more  of  these  transparent  projec- 
tions, while  the  body  itself,  or  rather  the 
integument  of  the  body,  may  be  seen  to 
shrivel  up,  the  motionless  cilia  fringing 
its  circumference  remaining  very  visible 

(Fig.  2.). 

Now  the  appearance  of  these  transpa- 
rent globular  projections,  which  can  be 
formed  in  no  other  way  than  by  the  se- 
paration and  distension  of  the  thin  and 
outermost  portion  of  the  integument  (the 
cuticle  as  it  were),  and  the  persistence  of 

the  delicate  cilia  when  immersed  in  the  alkaline  liquid,  arc  surely 
quite  incompatible  with  the  idea  of  a  solution  of  the  integument : 
this  must  be  an  '  inaccurate  interpretation'  of  the  appearances, 
the  whole  of  which  are  indeed  well  worthy  the  observation  of 
those  who  attend  to  the  animalcules. 

1  remain,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Addison. 

Great  Malvern,  July  16th,  1843. 


Fig.  2. 
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XIV. — De$criptiong  €f  tome  new  8peei$a  of  Chftlcidites.     By 
Francis  Walker,  Esq.,  F.L.S. 

Ifoioma  Hordei  (Harris  MSS.),  Mas.  Airum,  tmtennm  nigrmi  pitiitfulvip 
fimorm  pie§ihmUataf  imnijiavi,  aim  Umpidm* 

Corpiis  atrum,  convexurn,  angustutn,  gnblineare,  parum  nitent^  acito 
punctatnm,  parce  hirtum:  caput  transYertum,  breve,  thorace  tiz  lathu; 
vertex  latus ;  irons  impressa,  abrupte  declivis :  oculi  picei,  mediocret,  noa 
extantes:  antennae  nigrie,  pube§centes,filiforme8,  graciles,  corpore  brerioret : 
thorax  !\isilormis :  prothorax  magnuS)  transrersus :  mesothoraeis  scutum 
longitudine  latius ;  parapsidum  tuturs  bene  determinatie,  postice  approxi* 
matas ;  scutellum  Bubconicum :  metathorax  sat  magnus,  declivis,  obconicus : 
petiolus  sat  longus :  abdomen  sublineare,  nitens,  Inve,  tborace  brevius ;  se^ 
menta  1"*  et  2***  magna:  pedei  fblvi,  simpllces,  subiequales;  cox»  nigna; 
femora  piceo-vittata ;  tarsi  navi,  apice  fUsci :  a]«  limpidse;  sauamulsB  picett ; 
nervi  fulvi ;  nervus  humeralis  ulnari  duplo  longior,  radialis  ulnari  multo  bra- 
Tior  cubitaJi  vix  longior,  cubitalis  sat  longus;  stigma  minutum.  (Corp. 
long.  lin.  1-^ ;  alar.  lin.  2.) 

Parasitic  on  a  species  of  Cecidomyia,  Presentad  to  me  by  Dr.  Harris  of 
Philadelphia. 

Isosoroa  Laotboe,  Fern.  Atrum,  prothoraci  maculii  gtnubmqw  JUmit, 
ittrsii  pietis,  alit  Umpidis,  nertni  JfuivU. 

Atrmn,  convexum,  punctatum,  parce  pubescens,  parum  nitens:  caput 
tborace  vix  latins :  oculi  et  ocelli  picei :  antenn»  graciles,  extrorsum  cra*- 
siores,  thorace  paullo  breviores :  prothorax  mesothorace  angustior  utrinqut 
flavo-maculatns :  mesothoraeis  parapsides  extantes,  sutum  optima  determi^ 
natss ;  scutellum  parvum  :  metathorax  declivis,  convexus,  carinatus :  petio- 
his  brevis :  abdomen  fusiforme,  nitens,  Iseve,  glabruroi  apice  acuminatum, 
thorace  rix  longins;  segmenta  I""  et  2"»  parva ;  3""  et  4""*  lonsiora;  6»»* 
et  6«"  breviora :  pedes  nigri ;  genua  flava ;  tarsi  picei :  al»  limpito ;  sqoa* 
mulse  piceae ;  nervi  fulvi.    (Corp.  long.  lin.  1 ;  alar.  lin.  1-f .) 

Taken  by  Dr.  Greville  at  Juniper  Green  near  Edinburgh. 

Perflampus  Entellus,  Mas.  ViridUt  antenna  piceaf  pedei  viridet  fulwh 
emcli,  tarsi  fuivi,  aim  Umpidm,    Fem.  Cyanemtf  anUnnm  mgrm. 

Mas.  Corpus  breve,  crassum,  convexnm,  viride,  nitens,  rude  punctatum, 
parce  hirtum  :  caput  transversum,  breve,  Uioracis  latitudine  ;  vertex  latus, 
»neo-varius ;  irons  cyanea,  iropressa,  fere  Isevis,  abrupte  declivis :  oculi  rufi, 
mediocres,  non  extantes :  antennas  plceie,  longiAisiformes,  thorace  paullo 
breviores ;  articuli  valde  approximati ;  1""  longus,  gracilis,  cyaneus :  tnorax 
ovatus :  prothorax  transversus,  brevis :  mesothoraeis  scutum  longitudine 
kciua ;  parapaiduro  sutur»  non  bene  determinate,  postice  approximate  | 
scutellum  magnum,  obconicum,  apice  elevatum,  metathoracem  fere  obtegens : 
metathorax  transversus,  abrupte  declivis,  postice  angustus :  petiolus  brevis- 
simus :  abdomen  Iseve,  contractum,  latitudine  vix  longius ;  segmenta  1^^  et 
2***  maxima :  pedes  virides,  pubescentes,  simplices,  submuales;  trochanterea 
fulvi ;  genua  fulva ;  tibiae  apice  fulvsB  ;  tarsi  fulvi,  apice  fusci :  alae  limpidse; 
squammae  picese ;  nervi  fusci ;  nervus  humeralis  ulnari  plus  duplo  longior, 
radialis  ulnari  paullo  brevior  cubitali  multo  longior,  cubitahs  brevis;  stigma 
oiimitcim. 

Pern,  Corpus  oraneum  :  antennee  nigm:  pedes  cyanto-varii.  (Corp.  long, 
lin.  14—2;  alar.  lin.  3 — 3^.) 

Far.  fi.  Mas,  Tarsi  ilavi,  apice  fusci. 

Far.  y.  Fern.  Corpus  pturpureo-varium. 

Found  by  R.  Forater,  Esq.  in  Ohio. 
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Callimome  Ma,  Fern.  Cyaneut,  antenna  nigr€Bf  pedes  cyaneifithfo-emetif 
tanijlavif  alw  limpida. 

Cotpus  Bublineare,  convexum,  cyaneum,  nitens,  sddssime  sqaameum, 

J>arce  hirtum :  caput  transyersum,  breve,  thoracis  latitudine ;  vertex  sat 
atus ;  frons  impressa,  abrupte  declivis :  oculi  rufi,  mediocres,  non  extantes : 
antennffi  nigrse,  extrorsutn  crassiores,  media  fronte  insertse,  thorace  paullo 
breviores;  articulus  1"*  loneus,  gracilis,  fulvus;  2°*  cyathiformis ;  3*"  et  4"* 
minimi;  5°*  et  sequentes  breves,  approximati;  dava  conica,  articulo  10** 
longior :  thorax  longiovatus :  prothorax  conicus,  mediocris :  mesothoracis 
scutum  longitudine  non  latius ;  parapsidum  suturse  bene  determinatae,  poa- 
tice  approximatae ;  scutellum  subconicum  :  metathorax  mediocris,  declivis, 
obconicus :  petiolus  brevis :  abdomen  longiovatum,  Iseve,  compressum,  pro- 
funde  carinatum,  thorace  non  longius;  segmentum  1<>™  macnum :  oviductua 
exsertus ;  vaginae  nigrae,  abdomine  longiores :  pedes  cyanei,  simplices,  sub- 
sequales ;  trochanteres  picei;  genua  fulva ;  tibiae  apice  fiuvae ;  tarsi  flavi,  apice 
fusci ;  protibise  fulvae :  alas  limpidae ;  squamulae  piceae ;  nervi  picei ;  nervus 
humeralis  ulnari  multo  longior,  radialis  ulnar!  brevior,  cubitalis  brevissimus ; 
stigma  minutum.  (Corp.  long.  lin.  2  ;  alar.  lin.  2.) 
Taken  by  £.  Doubleday,  Esq.  near  New  York. 

Trichogramma  Carina.    Niger,  antenna  fuscee,  pedes  picei,  alee  Umpida, 

Corpus  nigrum,  breve,  depressum,  nitens,  laeve,  parce  hirtum:  caput 
transversum,  brevissimum,  impressum,  thoracis  latitudme ;  vertex  sat  latus ; 
frons  abrupte  declivis :  oculi  picei,  mediocres,  non  extantes :  antennae  ftiscae, 
hirts,  fusiformes,  thorace  longiores ;  articulus  1*"  longus,  gracilis,  fiuiformis; 
2°*  cyathiformis ;  3~  et  sequentes  ad  T**"  clavam  fingentes  fusiformem :  tho- 
rax ovatus :  prothorax  transversus,  supra  non  conspicuus :  mesothoracis  scu- 
tum longitudine  latius;  parapsidum  suturae  non  bene  determinatae ;  scuteUum 
parvum :  metathorax  brevissimus :  petiolus  nuUus :  abdomen  sublinearet 
thorace  paullo  lonc^us  vix  angustius :  pedes  picei,  simplices,  subaequales  : 
alas  limpidae ;  proaJae  latissimse;  squamulae  piceae;  nervi  fusci,  costae dimidii 
vix  longitudine.    (Corp.  long.  lin.  ^ ;  alar.  fin.  ^,) 

July :  Forest  of  Fontainbleau. 

XV. — On  /A^Diatomacea.    By  John  Balfs^  Esq.,  M.B.C.S., 

Penzance*. 

[With  Plates.] 

[Continued  from  vol.  xi.  p.  457.] 

Tessella,  Eh. 

Filaments  free;  frnstules  irregularly  separating  and  adhering 
by  the  angles,  striated. 

Striatella,  Tabellaria,  Tetracyclus  and  this  genus  form  a  di- 
stinct group  of  the  Ct/mbellea,  distinguished  firom  the  other  ge- 
nera by  having  striae  on  the  central  portion  of  the  frustule.  Tes- 
sella  dmers  from  Striatella,  as  its  filaments  are  not  attachedf;  from 
Tetracyclus,  as  its  frustules  here  and  there  cohere  at  their  angles ; 
and  frx)m  Tabellaria,  as  its  striae  are  not  interrupted  in  the  centre. 
1.  T.  catena.  Eh.   Frustules  with  several  longitudinal  series  of  short 

*  Read  before  the  Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh. 

t  *<  Saepe  implexum  nee  affixum." — Ehrenbeig,  Die  Inf.  p.  201. 
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tranisTerBe  stnae;  lateral  BxirhceB  striated,  contracted  near  the 

ends.     Ehrenberg,  Die  Infus.  p.  202.  t.  20.  f.  7 ;  Pritch.  Infus. 

p.  219.  f.  180—182.     FragUaria  striatula,  Ag.  Syst.  p.  7  ;  Kutz. 

in  Linnsea  1833,  p.  73  ;   Grev.  in  Br.  Fl.  vol.  ii.  p.  403 !  F,  Car- 

michaelii,  Harv.  Br.  Alg.  p.  198.     Grammonema  striatuia,   Ag. 

Consp.  Diatom,  p.  63. 

"  Appln,  Capt.  Carmichael ;"  Southampton,  Miss  Hill ;  co.  Antrim, 
Ireland,  Mr.  W.  Thompson, 

I  have  drawn  up  my  description  of  this  plant  from  one  of  Capt. 
CanmchaeFs  specimens  given  me  by  Mr.  Harvey. 

At  first  sight  this  plant  bears  so  great  a  resemblance  to  Striae 
teUa  arcuata  as  to  appear  merely  a  variety  of  it ;  and  without 
taking  into  consideration  the  lateral  form^  it  would  be  difficult  to 
find  a  good  distinguishing  character. 

From  my  specimens  I  was  unable  to  ascertain  whether  the  fila- 
ments were  attached  or  not ;  they  are  fragile^  and  here  and  there 
cohere  at  their  angles  in  the  same  manner  as  Strtatella  arcuata. 
The  fenstules  are  generaUy  not  so  broad  in  proportion  to  their 
length  as  those  of  Striatella  arcuata,  but^  like  them,  have  nume- 
rous series  of  transverse  strise,  which  however  in  this  plant  are 
not  so  strongly  marked,  and  under  a  low  power  especially  are  less 
evident  than  the  marginal  striae. 

The  lateral  surfaces  are  swollen  in  the  centre  and  constricted 
near  the  ends,  with  numerous  transverse  striee  along  their  whole 
length. 

P.S.  Since  the  above  description  was  written,  I  have  gathered 
this  plant  on  the  muddy  sides  of  rocks  in  Swansea  Bay. 

The  filaments  are  more  slender  than  in  the  Appin  specimen^ 
of  a  dirty-brown  colour,  much  curled  and  entangled,  and  but 
ali^tly  fragile. 

In  drying  it  adheres  much  more  firmly  to  paper  than  does  the 
Striatella  arcuata,  is  less  fragile,  does  not  turn  green  in  drjring^ 
and  has  no  gloss. 

Plate  II.  fig.  1.  a,  Tesselia  catena ;  6,  lateral  view ;  c,  lateral  view  with 
the  lepta  removed. 

Tetracyclus,  n.  g. 
Filaments  free,  fragile,  four-sided,  each  side  rounded  and  form- 
ing the  segment  of  a  distinct  circle ;  frustules  longitudinally 

strutted. 
1.  T,  lacusiris.    Frustules  about  twice  as  broad  as  long ;  lateral  sur- 
faces with  from  seven  to  nine  distinct  transverse  striae. 

liyn  Prefeddyr  near  Barmouth,  the  Rev.  T,  Salwey ;  pool  netr 
Dolgelley*. 

In  August  last  this  plant  was  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Salwey,  who 
found  it  sparingly  among  Fragilaria  hyemalis  in  the  above  lake. 
*  I  have  this  year  met  with  it  in  two  or  three  pools  near  Dolgelley. — J.  B. 
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I  afterwards  gathered  a  specimen  of  the  same  Fragil^ria  near 
Dolgelley,  with  which  a  few  of  the  frustules  were  intermixed. 

I  was  at  first  incUned  to  refer  this  plant  to  Ehrenberg's  genus 
Tessella,  but  more  minute  examination  convinced  me  that  it  could 
not  be  placed  there.  The  fioistules  are  striated  as  in  Striatella 
and  Tessella,  but  it  difiers  from  the  former  genus  in  not  being 
attached^  and  from  both^  as  the  frustules  do  not  cohere  at  the 
angles  forming  a  chain.  In  the  curious  form  of  the  filament  it 
difiers  equaUy  from  these  genera  and  all  the  other  Diatomaeete, 
except  perhaps  Tabellaria,  in  which  the  inflated  canal  produces  a 
distant  resemblance. 

Filaments  attenuated^  four-sided ;  the  sides  are  all  rounded : 
hence^  when  either  of  the  sides  is  examined  by  the  microscope, 
portions  of  two  others  are  also  seen  like  a  border^  and  the  outlines 
of  that  under  examination  appear  like  two  lines  running  down  the 
filament.  But  the  opposite  sides  only  are  alike.  Two  of  them 
are  in  fact  the  margins  of  the  filament^  and  maybe  distinguished 
from  the  other  two  by  a  slight  contraction  of  the  filament  at  the 
Junction  of  the  frustules  on  the  frt)nt  and  back^  by  the  absence  of 
ptmcta  at  that  part,  and  by  their  striae  being  more  distinct.  When 
the  front  and  back  are  viewed  under  the  microscope,  there  is  no 
contraction  of  the  filament  at  the  junction  of  the  frustules,  and 
the  ends  of  the  lateral  striae  exhibit  puncta  along  the  margin. 

In  this  view  larger  portions  of  the  older  surfaces  are  seen,  and 
hence  the  filament  appears  to  have  a  broader  border,  in  which  the 
striae  are  more  distinct  than  in  the  centre. 

The  endochrome  is  of  a  dark  green  colour,  and  is  often  col- 
lected into  an  irregular  spot. 

The  lateral  surfaces  resemble  in  outline  the  flower  of  a  Veronica, 
or  the  quatrefoil  of  a  gothic  window ;  their  length  and  breadth  in 
the  smaller  frustules  are  nearly  equal,  but  in  the  larger  ones  they 
are  1^  as  long  as  broad.  They  have  about  seven  rather  distant, 
well-marked  transverse  striae. 

Plate  II.  fig.  2.  a,  Tetracyclic  lacustria ;  6,  marginal  view ;  c,  lateral 
views ;  (/,  lateral  views,  showing  its  internal  plates. 

Fragilaria,  Lyngb.  {EL) 

Filaments  free,  fragile ;  frustules  rectangular,  without  striae  on  the 
central  portion. 

This  genus  is  nearly  allied  to  Diatoma;  the  chief  distinction 
between  them  is,  that  in  Diatoma  the  frustules  cohere  at  the  angles^ 
and  in  Fragilaria  do  not.  Even  this  distinction  is  not  always 
present  in  one  species  of  Fragilaria,  which  seems  therefore  inter- 
mediate. 

The  filaments  are  free,  generally  attenuated  and  fragile ;  the 
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firmtmles  are  moctlj  IcHiger  than  broad^  with  two  poncta  at  each 
end,  and  widiout  strise  on  the  central  portion. 

The  young  frustnles  are  often  nearly  equal  in  length  and 
breadth,  but  at  they  afterwarda  increaae  in  length  a  good  specific 
diatinction  cannot  be  founded  cm  these  characters,  especially  aa 
the  filamenta  are  attenuated. 

I  have  frequently  examined  the  puncta  so  generally  present  at 
the  enda  of  the  frustulas  in  this  and  other  genera  of  the  Cym* 
keiletB,  but  I  have  never  found  any  reason  to  believe  that  they  are 
<q)ening8,  as  many  naturalists  have  supposed.  Mr.  Borrer  in- 
forma  me  that  in  FragUaria  pectinalis  they  are  the  terminationa 
of  Bh^t  grooves. 

At  present  I  shall  describe  only  the  freshwater  species,  and 
dflfer  the  consideration  oi  the  marine  species,  tUatomouhi  and 
murea,  until  I  have  more  fully  examined  them. 

1.  F.  pectinalis,  Lyngb.  Prustules  brood,  with  two  evident  puncta 
at  each  end ;  lateral  surfaces  striated,  curved,  constricted  on  one 
aide  near  the  end.  Ag.  Syst.  p.  7  ;  Consp.  Diat.  p.  62  ;  Grev.  in 
Br.  Fl.  vol.  ii.  p.  408 ;  Harv.  Br.  Alg.  p.  197.  Conferva  pecHnalii, 
Dill.  t.  24;  £.  Bot.  t.  1611 1;  Jurg.  Dec.  18.  no.  12!.  Ftdg. 
SfrandU,  £h.  Die  Infiis.  p.  203. 1. 16.  fig.  11 ;  Pritch.  Infus.  p.220. 
fi.mduUaa,  ^.171. 

In  freshwater  pools  and  ditches ;  often  abundant.  Hurst,  Sussex, 
Mr.  Borrer;  Lewes  and  Tnnbridge  Wells,  Mr.  Jenmr\  Cheshunt, 
Herts,  Mr.  Ha8$aU ;  Barmouth,  N.  Wales,  the  Rev.  T.  Saiwey ;  Abcr- 
deen.  Dr.  Dickie ;  Ballantrae,  Ayrshire,  Mr.  Thompeon ;  Stevenstoa, 
Rev.  D.  Lamdeboroufh ;  Ireland,  Mr,  D.  Moore,  Dolgelley,  Penzance, 
Ilfracombe,  &c. 

fi,  DrwB  Ardudwy  near  Barmouth,  the  Rev.  T,  Salwey. 

Thia  plant  is  brown  when  recent,  but  when  dried  becomes  <rf 
a  pale  grayish  green  colour  with  a  ^aas-like  lustre. 

The  frustulea  are  larger  in  this  than  in  any  of  the  following 
species.  They  are  broad  but  vary  in  length,  being  from  three  to 
five  times  longer  than  broad,  and  generally  have  the  striae  clearly 
visible  at  their  junction.  The  endochrome  is  commcmly  contracted 
into  two  irregular  lines,  which  are  not  unfr^uently  united  in  the 
centre ;  but  often  it  is  in  four  patches,  apparently  from  the  divi- 
sion of  these  lines.  The  frustules  sometimes  have  a  central  pel- 
lucid spot,  which  does  not  appear  to  be  connected  with  the  endo- 
chrome. 

I  have  several  times  met  with  a  remarkable  state  of  this  species, 
and  have  also  received  it  from  Mr.  Jenner.  Within  the  frnstule 
there  is  apparently  another  siUceous  frustule,  the  lateral  margins 
of  which  are  rounded,  having  strise  like  the  outer  frustule.  In  the 
longer  frustules  it  is  nearly  elliptic,  but  in  the  shorter  ones  ap- 
pears as  if  truncated  at  the  ends,  and  in  both  it  occupies  the  whole 


Digitized  by 


Google 


106  Mr.  J.  Ralfs  on  the  Diatomacee. 

interior  of  the  firostule  except  the  comers^  where  the  pimcta  at 
the  ends  are  situated ;  it  is  filled  with  a  yellowish  graniuar  mass, 
mixed  with  numerous  colourless  vesicles  (PI.  11.  fig.  8.  A). 

The  lateral  surfaces  are  very  characteristic,  and  will  distinguish 
this  firom  all  the  following  species.  One  margin  is  flat,  or  sUghtly 
concave ;  the  other  is  convex,  and  slopes  off  rather  abruptly  near 
the  ends,  where  also  it  is  slightly  constricted.  Besides  these 
constrictions,  indications  of  two  others  may  often  be  observed  on 
the  convex  margin ;  but  in  a  specimen  sent  me  by  Mr.  Sahrey 
these  are  so  strongly  marked,  tlutt  if  I  had  not  seen  intermediate 
forms,  I  should  have  supposed  it  to  belong  to  a  distinct  species. 
I  have  made  it  var.  fi,  undulata,  which  perfectly  agrees  with  the 
usual  state  of  the  species,  except  in  the  lateral  view,  the  convex 
margin  of  which  has  two  indentations,  giving  it  an  undulated 
appearance ;  the  other  mai^in  is  flat,  with  a  projection  in  the 
centre.  In  both  forms  the  lateral  surfaces  are  marked  with  dose 
transverse  striae. 

Mr.  Dalrymple,  whose  experience  and  knowledge  of  these  tribes 
gives  great  weight  to  his  opinion,  informs  me  that  this  species  is 
unquestionably  the  Fragil.  grand%8  of  Ehrenberg.  It  agrees  very 
well  in  most  respects  with  Ehrenberg's  description  and  figures 
except  as  to  the  lateral  surfaces,  which  he  has  described  and 
figured  as  lanceolate  with  obtuse  ends,  a  form  differing  widely 
from  our  plant.  Mr.  Dalrymple,  however,  observes,  that  Ehren- 
berg has  one  figure  striated  and  another  not  so,  although  equally 
lai^,  and  hence  he  supposes  that  the  junction  surfaces  may  have 
been  figured  from  a  different  species,  which  is  represented  in  the 
non-striated  figure.  But  whether  this  plant  be  Ehrenberg's 
Froffilaria  ffrandis  or  not,  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  is  in  error 
regarding  the  species  which  he  has  named  FragUaria  pectinalis. 
His  mistake  was  pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr.  Borrer,  who  at  the 
same  time  sent  me  a  specimen  of  the  Conferva  pectinalU  of  ^En- 
glish Botany,'  which  is  the  present  plant.  I  am  also  enabled, 
through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Berkeley,  to  refer  Julius's  plant 
also  to  this  species. 

Plate  II.  fig.  3.  a,  various  states  of  F.  peciinalis;  b,  frustules  deprived 
of  their  colouring  matter;  c,  lateral  view ;  d,  lateral  view  of  variety  /8. 

2.  F,  rkabdosomoy  £h.  Frustules  narrow ;  puncta  wanting  or  indi- 
stinct ;  lateral  surfaces  narrow-lanceolate»  without  striae.  £h.  Die 
Infus.  p.  204.  t.  15.  f.  12;  Pritch.  Infus.  p.  221.  f.  173.  Frag, 
peciinalis,  Kutz.  in  Linnaea  1833,  p.  73  ?  Frag,  tenuis,  Ag.  Consp. 
Diatom,  p.  63  ? 

In  freshwater  pools,  &c. ;  common,  but  generally  in  small  quanti- 
ties, and  mixed  with  other  Diatomacete.  Sussex,  Mr.  Borrer ;  Tun- 
bridge  Wells,  Mr.  Jenner ;  Cheshunt,  Mr,  Hassall ;  Barmouth,  Rev. 
T.  SaJwey ;  Portmore  Lough,  Ireland,  Mr.  D.  Moore ;  Stevenston, 
Ayrshire,  Rev.  D.  Landsborough.   Dolgelley,  Ilfracombe,  Penzance. 
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Plant  pale  brown  when  recent;  in  drjring  becomes  grayish^ 
often  with  a  silvery  lustre. 

Filaments  attenuated;  endochrome  consisting  of  rather  large 
granules  arranged  in  a  central  line  running  down  the  filament ; 
firustules  very  narrow^  many  times  longer  than  broad;  puncta 
indistinct  or  wanting. 

Ehrenberg  describes  the  lateral  surfaces  as  acicular  with  the 
ends  acute :  they  are  so  narrow  that  I  have  not  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining a  satis&ctory  view  of  them ;  but  they  appear  to  be  narrow- 
lanceolate^  without  stris^  constricted  near  the  ends^  which  are 
somewhat  obtuse. 

This  species  is  probably  often  passed  over  as  a  state  of  R  pec* 
tinalis;  but  the  narrow  frustules^  the  absence  of  striae,  and  the 
form  of  the  lateral  surfaces  sufficiently  distinguish  it.  Mr.  D. 
'hLoore,  who  obligingly  favoured  me  with  drawings  and  remarks 
on  many  of  the  minute  Irish  Algse,  has  figured  and  described 
this  species  as  distinct  from  F.  pecttnalis;  he  also  observed  that 
it  is  less  fragile  than  that  plant. 

I  have  pkced  the  reference  to  Kutzing  under  this  species 
rather  than  under  F,  pectinalis,  because  he  says,  "  siccitate  argen- 
teacente/'  a  character  far  more  applicable  to  this  plant. 

Plate  II.  ^g.  4,  a,  F,  rhabdotoma;  b,  frustule,  deprived  of  its  endo- 
chrome; e,  fhxfltule,  lateral  view. 

3.  F,  hyemalis,  Lyngb.  Frustules  broad ;  puncta  at  the  ends  very 
minute ;  lateral  surfaces  elliptic-lanceolate,  with  well-marked  striae, 
which  terminate  in  distinct  puncta  along  the  margins.  Lyngb.  t. 
63 ;  Ag.  Syst  p.  7  ;  Consp.  Diatom,  p.  63 ;  Kutz.  in  Linnaea  1833, 
p.  72.  F,  confervoides,  Grev.  in  Br.  FL  vol.  ii.  p.  403  ! ;  Harv.  Br. 
Alg.  p.  197. 

In  freshwater  pools  and  rivulets.  Sussex,  Mr,  Borrer ;  Llyn  Pre- 
feddyr  near  Barmouth,  Uev.  T,  Salwey;  Aberdeen,  Dr,  Dickie; 
Stevenston,  Rev,  D.  Landsborougk ;  Ballantrae,  A3rr8hire,  Mr,  W. 
Thompton ;  Camlough  co.  Antrim,  and  bog-holes  co.  Wicldow,  Mr. 
D.  Moore.  Dolgelley ;  Tavistock  and  Trentishoe,  Devonshire ;  Pen- 
zance. 

Brownish  when  recent,  whitish  brown  when  dry. 

Filaments  elongated,  attenuated,  very  fragile,  separating  into 
vmgle  frustules  almost  immediately  after  being  gathered.  At 
first  the  frustules  are  as  broad  as  long,  but  when  matiure  they  are 
generally  two  or  three  (occasionally  five  or  six)  times  longer  than 
broad;  the  puncta  at  the  ends  are  more  minute  than  in  F,  pecti- 
nalis and  F.  confervoides,  and  along  the  lateral  margins  are  di- 
stinct rather  distant  puncta,  which  are  the  terminations  of  the 
lateral  striae.  The  lateral  surfaces  are  broad,  with  well-marked 
transverse  striae.  In  the  smaller  fiiistules  there  are  only  two  or 
three  striae  situated  near  the  middle;  they  afterwards  become 
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more  numeronB,  and  are  then  generally  firoxn  six  to  nine  in  nnm< 
ber^  but  they  are  never  present  towards  the  enda.  This  mxy 
always  be  easily  diatinguished  &om  the  other  species  by  the  di- 
stinct stri»^  and  by  tiieur  terminations  forming  puncta  along  the 
HLargins. 

When  young  the  frustules  are  filled  with  a  minutdy  granular 
fluid,  but  this  is  soon  condensed  into  a  few  large  granules^  and 
the  rest  of  the  firustule  becomes  nearly  hyaline. 

There  are  generally  about  eight  or  ten  granules  which  are  kngc, 
and  sometimes  colL&cted  into  a  o^itral  mass^  but  more  uauallj 
arranged  in  one  or  two  rows. 

When  the  fibunents  of  Diatoma  vulgare  are  broken  iq)  into 
single  frustules^  they  greatly  resemble  those  of  F.  hyemalis,  but 
in  the  latter  the  puncta  at  the  ends  of  the  frustules  are  more  mi- 
nute ;  the  strisB  of  the  lateral  surfaces  do  not  appear  to  encrottdi 
upon  Ihe  front  surface,  and  the  puncta  along  the  lateral  margins 
are  more  distant,  fewer,  and  more  distinctly  marked.  Diatoma 
vulgare  also  turns  green  in  drying,  whilst  tins  plant  remains  of  a 
brownish  colomr. 

Plate  II.  fig.  5.  a,  states  of  F,  hytmaUt;  b,  single  frustule;  c,  fhistols, 
deprived  of  its  endoohrome ;  d,  views  of  the  lateral  surfaces. 

4.  F.  virescens,  Frustules  broad,  with  two  evident  puncta  at  each 
end ;  lateral  surfaces  turgid-lanceolate,  constricted  near  the  ends ; 
striae  none,  or  indistinct.  Frag,  pectinalis,  Ehrenb.  Die  Infus. 
p.  206.  t.  16.  fig.  1 ;  Pritch.  Infus.  p.  222.  fig.  176. 
In  freshwater  pools.  Cold  Bath,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Mr.  Jemur. 
Madron  and  Chyanhftl  Moor  near  Penzance. 

Plant  green,  not  much  altered  in  drying :  when  verging  to 
decay  it  is  occasionally  found  of  a  brown  colour- 
Filaments  elongated,  attenuated,  less  fragile  than  the  preceding 
species.  The  frustules  frequently  separate  and  cohere  by  the 
angles  in  a  zigzag  chain,  from  which  circumstance  it  is  doubtfnl 
whether  the  plant  is  rightly  placed  in  this  genus.  They  are 
often  nearly  square,  but  more  frequently  they  are  three  or  four, 
and  sometimes  five  or  six  times  longer  than  broad.  The  endo- 
chrome  is  greenish,  and  consists  of  numerous  small  granules, 
either  scattered  or  collected  together  in  the  centre  of  the  frustule. 
The  lateral  surfaces  are  rather  broad,  somewhat  lanceolate,  but 
constricted  near  the  ends,  which  are  obtuse. 

When  the  frustules  adhere  by  their  angles,  this  plant  bears  a 
considerable  resemblance  to  yoimg  specimens  of  Diatoma  vulgare, 
from  which  however  it  may  be  distinguished  by  its  green  cdour 
when  recent,  by  the  form  of  the  lateral  surfaces,  and  by  the  ap- 

rsnt  absence  of  strie  under  a  moderate  power  of  the  nucroscope. 
one  or  other  of  these  respects  it  differs  from  any  of  the  pre* 
ceding  species. 
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As  this  is  the  mij  species  with  which  I  am  aocraainted  of  a 
green  coloor  in  its  growing  stste^  I  was  at  first  inclined  to  con- 
sider it  the  FragUaria  wnfervoide*  of  GhreviUe ;  bnt  I  have  lately 
Itemed  from  Mr.  Harvey  an  authentic  specimen  of  that  plants 
which  I  have  ascertained  to  be  Fragilaria  hyemalit,  Lyngb. 

Ehrenberg  describes  his  JFVa^.  pectinalit  at  striated.  I  have 
nerer  socoeeded  in  detecting  the  slightest  appearance  of  strin  on 
the  lateral  smr&ces^  although  I  have  repeatedly  and  carefully  ex- 
ammed  them ;  nor  did  Mr.  Berkeley^  to  whom  I  lent  specimens^ 
perceive  them.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Dahymple  observes, 
that  the  striie,  though  difficult  to  see,  are  nevertheless  present. 
Mr.  Jenner,  who  is  a  very  accurate  observer,  thinks  that  there 
are  very  &int,  almost  obsolete  strisB,  which  can  be  only  seen  when 
the  endochrome  is  removed :  in  another  letter,  however,  he  enu- 
nerates  the  absence  of  striiB  among  the  characters  of  the  ipecies. 
13iiis  it  will  be  seen,  that  even  if  stnas  are  present  in  this  plant, 
they  oannot  be  adonted  as  one  of  its  characters  without  the  risk 
of  misleading  the  ODserver. 

Plate  IT.  fig.  6.  a,  states  of  F,  viretceru;  b,  frustules,  deprived  of  thetr 
tiidochroin« ;  c,  lateral  view. 

fTbs  mar«Di  of  tbe  UttrsI  turfsoM  flat  or  oonoave  on 
ons  side,  and  on  tbe  other  convex    p^eHnmUs, 
The  marfl:in8  of  the  lateral  turfacet  convex  and  similar 
on  both  sides 2 

2   r  Lateral  margins  with  distinct  evident  puncta hyimalU. 

' '^  Lateral  margins  without  puncta  3 

iFrustules  very  narrow,  the  puneta  at  their  ends  indi- 
stinct or  wanting  , rhnhdotoma* 
Frustules  rather  broad,  with  two  evident  puncta  at  each 
end vireiCtfUM* 

[To  be  continued.] 


'jyi,-^Coi9md§ruHon»  on  the  tribe  of  the  Podaxincffi,  and  deecrip- 
turn  of  the  new  germe  Oyrophragmium.  By  M.  Montaone*. 

Amongst  the  Trichogastrous  Fungi  there  is  a  small  tribe  which 
has  recently  been  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  family  by  M.  Corda,  and 
which  is  remarkable  amonc  other  characters  by  the  presence  of  a 
columella  traversing  the  axis  of  the  peridhim ;  it  is  the  Podaxinea, 
This  tribe,  which  was  formerly  composed  of  the  three  genera  Cy- 
chderma^  Klotzsch,  Caulofflossum,  Greville,  and  Podawon,  Desvaux, 
became  all  at  once  doubled  by  the  addition  of  three  others,  the 
Secothim,  Kunze,  the  Polyphcium,  Berkeley,  and  the  Gyrophrag- 
mhim^  nob.,  which  forms  ti&e  principal  object  of  this  notice. 

•  from  SB  astral  by  tbs  Author  in  tho  *  Comptst  Etndaa,'  Na  16, 1 843. 
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GyropHroffmium  results  from  the  dismembering  of  the  genus 
Montagneay  founded  by  Fries,  '  Genera  Hymenomycetum/  p.  7, 
on  two  fungi  which  grow  on  the  shores  of  Maguelone,  in  the  en- 
virons of  MontpeUer,  one  of  which  had  received  the  name  of 
Agaricus  arenarius  from  M.  DeCandolle,  the  other  that  otAgaricus 
ocreatus  from  M.  DeUle.  The  continued  study  which  I  have  made 
of  the  second  of  these  species,  subsequently  found  near  Bona  and 
brought  in  all  stages  of  evolution  by  Captain  Durieu,  Member  of 
the  African  Commission,  has  proved  to  me  that  these  two  fungi, 
although  similar  and  apparently  related,  do  not  belong  to  ti^e 
same  family.  A  very  young  individual  of  Oyrapkragmiwn  Du» 
nalii  showed  indeed  in  the  clearest  manner,  that  what  had  been 
taken  for  the  pileus  of  an  Agaric  was  the  superior  half  of  a  pe- 
ridhtm,  the  inferior  half  of  which  is  represented  by  an  ample 
volva  surrounding  the  stem,  and  that  the  supposed  leaflets  or 
lamellse  were  only  processes,  or  rather  partitions  emanating  from 
aU  the  points  of  the  pileiform  portion  of  the  peridium.  lie  fol- 
lowing are  the  characters  upon  which  this  curious  genus  is  esta- 
blished : — 

Receptaculum  stipatum.  Peridiiun  primo  turbinatum,  dein  medio 
orbiculatim  ruptum  supeme  pileiforme  cum  stipite  centrali  ad  apicem 
usque  producto,  volva  ampla  (quae  nihil  aliud  nisi  pars  peridii  infe- 
rior) instructo  continuum.  Capillitium  in  dissepimenta  contextum 
lamelliformia  subparallela  e  peridii  toto  hemisphserlo  descendentia,  a 
stipite  distantia,  in  piano  ramosa,  non  autem  anastomosantia,  sinuosa, 
plicato-crispata  adeoque  densata  ut  sibi  cohserere  videantur,  primo 
lenta  olivacea,  tandem  exarescentiafragilissima,  nigra,  subtus  libera, 
labyrinthiformia.  Flocci  Hberi  nulli.  Sporse  globosse,  pedicellatse, 
dissepimentis  affixse.  Contextus  peridii  stipitisque  fibrosus  in  disse- 
pimenta continuatus.  Fungi  arescentes,  persistentes,  habitu  Agarico 
vel  Boleto  similes,  specie  volvati  aut  annulati,  stipitati,  in  arenosis 
maritimis  Africct  borealis  et  Gallite  australis  hucusque  obvii. 

The  genus  Gyrophragmium  differs  from  Polyplocium,  Berk.,  on 
the  one  hand  by  the  form  and  the  rigidity  of  its  partitions,  and  on 
the  other  by  the  absence  of  free  filaments  intermixed  with  the 
sporules,  filunents  which  are  found  in  the  latter  genus.  Just  as 
in  Secoiium  its  sporules  are  fixed  by  a  short  pedicel  to  the  walls  of 
the  compartments,  but  these  compartments,  which  are  free  in  Gy- 
ropkragmium,  form  a  spongy  tissue  in  the  other  genus  by  their 
frequent  anastomoses. 

Considered  according  to  the  degree  of  their  structure,  the  ge- 
nera of  the  tribe  Podaxinea  may  be  arranged  as  follows :  Cmdo- 
glossum,  Cycloderma,  Podaxon,  Secoiium,  Polyplocium  and  Gyro- 
phragmium, As  Secoiium  is  the  form  of  transition  from  Po- 
daxon  to  Polyplocium,  so  the  latter  evidently  constitutes  a  passage 
between  the  first  of  these  genera  and  Gyrophragmium.    I  have 
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every  leascm  to  suppose  that  one  day,  when  we  are  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  its  development,  of  which  we  are 
entirely  ignorant  at  present,  the  genns*  Montagnea  itself  will  have 
to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  this  tribe,  from  which  Batarrea  is  pro- 
bably not  so  far  removed  as  is  supposed. 


XVII. — On  the  different  modes  of  preserving  Microscopic  Objects. 
By  John  Wm.  Grippith,  M.D.,  F.L.S.  &c. 

During  the  progress  of  microscopic  experiments  and  examinations^ 
we  are  continually  meeting  with  parts  in  which  some  peculiar  struc- 
ture is  particularly  well  illustrated,  which  we  are  anxious  to  preserve ; 
sometimes,  for  the  purpose  of  reference  and  comparison,  we  are 
obliged  to  keep  specimens  of  different  structures  by  us.  It  is  my 
intention  here  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  best  methods  of  so  doing. 

The  description  of  these  is  no  slight  task,  for  it  is  by  no  means 
easy  to  render  a  clear  account  of  the  manipulations  required,  so  as 
to  make  them  applicable  by  others ;  moreover,  one  in  the  habit  of  con- 
tinually putting  up  specimens  is  apt  to  overlook  mentioning  certain 
minutise,  which,  from  use,  he  is  hardly  aware  of  performing,  but 
which  are  essential  to  the  perfection  of  the  work.  The  main  point 
is  to  protect  the  object  from  injury  by  surrounding  influences,  such 
as  violence,  the  action  of  the  preservative  liquids,  evaporation,  &c. 
This  in  a  few  cases  is  impossible,  but  in  the  majority  any  alterations 
produced  in  those  specimens  which  are  properly  put  up  are  so 
slight  as  not  to  destroy  their  value.  There  are  two  modes  of  view- 
ing microscopic  objects ;  one  when  illuminated  by  reflected,  the  other 
by  transmitted  light.     I  shall  first  notice  the  former. 

Opakb  objects  are  of  two  kinds;  those  preserved  in  the  dry, 
and  those  in  the  moist  state,  a.  The  dry  ones  are  usually  fastened 
upon  circular  discs,  or  columns  of  cork,  by  a  little  gum,  or  solution  of 
gum  mixed  with  isinglass  ;  they  are  then  transfixed  with  fine  pins, 
so  as  to  be  stuck  into  cork,  which  forms  the  bottom  of  the  drawer 
in  which  they  are  arranged.  Sometimes  the  circular  flat  discs  of 
cork  are  fastened  upon  glass  slips,  and  arranged  in  cabinets  in 
the  same  manner  as  transparent  objects.  I'he  cork  must  always  be 
blackened,  so  as  to  prevent  the  reflection  of  any  luminous  rays  which 
might  interfere  with  the  distinct  vision  of  the  object.  This  is  ef- 
fected in  cork  either  by  scorching  or  painting  it  over  with  an  inti- 
mate mixture  of  finely  powdered  lamp-black  and  gum- water.  But 
almost  any  black  surfaces  may  be  used  for  this  purpose — black 
velvet,  silk,  paper,  or  blackened  metal.     When  the  opsJce  object  is 

*  M.  Montagne  has  very  lately  received  valuable  information  on  this 
genus  from  M.  Dunal,  which  he  will  no  doubt  shortly  publish.  From  the 
observations  of  Dunal,  it  appears  that  all  the  specimens  hitherto  collected 
have  been  imperfect.  We  are  happy  to  hear  that  M.  Dunal,  whose  letter 
and  sketches  we  have  had  the  advantage  of  inspecting,  is  using  every  exer- 
tion to  procure  this  most  curious  and  interesting  production  in  every  stage 
of  growth. — Ed. 

Ann.  ^  Mag.  N.  Hist.  Fo/.xii.  I 
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illuminated  (and  which  is  the  best  way)  by  the  condensation  of  light 
by  a  plano-convex  or  other  lens,  the  size  of  the  cork  or  other  sup- 
port for  the  object  b  of  no  consequence.  But  when  the  light  is  first 
reflected  by  the  mirror  and  subsequently  condensed  by  a  second 
concave  metallic  mirror  or  cup,  of  course  the  smaller  the  object- holder 
is,  the  better,  because  it  allows  a  larger  number  of  rays  to  be  con- 
densed and  to  illuminate  the  object  more  perfectly. 

fi.  Those  which,  although  viewed  as  opake  objects,  are  yet  pre- 
served liquid,  are  kept  in  cells,  which  will  be  presently  described ; 
many  animal  preparations,  injections,  &c.  are  best  preserved  in  this 
manner. 

Tbamsparknt  objects. — Different  methods  from  those  usually 
adopted  were  formerly  made  use  of  to  prepare  these.  They  were 
laid  upon  slides  of  various  kinds,  ivory,  wood,  or  glass.  The  ivory 
ones  (which  are  scarcely  ever  now  used),  of  various  sizes,  had  cir- 
cular apertures  turned  in  them  at  regular  distances ;  in  these  holes 
small  discs  of  talc  were  laid ;  they  were  prevented  from  falling  through 
these  holes  by  an  elevated  rim  left  at  one  end,  so  that  the  aperture 
was  larger  at  one  end  than  at  the  other ;  on  the  other  side  they  were 
prevented  from  escaping  by  the  pressure  of  a  small  brass  ring  (cut 
from  off  a  spiral  coil).  These,  as  I  have  said,  are  now  rarely  used* 
on  account  of  the  expense  of  the  turned  ivory,  the  difficulty  in  ar- 
I's^giog  the  objects  nicely,  as  well  as  the  obvious  objections  to  the 
talc.     The  wooden  ones  are  abandoned  for  nearly  the  same  reasons. 

They  are  now  generally  made  of  glass.  A  number  of  oblong  glass 
slips  of  the  same  size  *  are  usually  kept  already  cut,  and  washed  clean 
with  soap  and  water  to  free  them  from  grease,  &c.  Many  vegetable 
preparations  can  be  beautifully  preserved  by  placing  them  between 
two  of  these  glass  slips,  next  tying  the  latter  together  towards  each 
end  by  a  turn  or  two  of  cotton  or  fine  string,  then  keeping  them  im- 
mersed in  a  wide-mouthed  stoppered  bottle  containing  spirits  of  wine 
and  water.  Those  only  are  well  kept  thus  which  are  used  with  low 
powers  of  the  microscope.  When  required  to  be  examined  they  are 
taken  out,  drained  and  wiped ;  enough  spirit  usually  remains  between 
the  glasses  by  capillarity  to  insure  their  transparency. 

To  preserve  transparent  objects  dry,  if  low  powers  only  be  used, 
they  may  be  laid  between  two  of  the  above-mentioned  slips,  allowed 
perfectly  to  dry  (if  previously  moist),  and  the  whole  slide  covered 
with  a  doubled  piece  of  pasted  coloured  paper,  excepting  two  circular 
or  other  shaped  apertures  corresponding  to  the  site  of  the  objects. 

In  some  cases  where  the  objects  are  not  quite  so  transparent  as  we 
should  wish— in,  I  may  say,  aU  cases  of  the  preservation  of  crystalline 
bodies,  particularly  when  for  examination  by  polarized  light — ^they 
may  be  immersed  in  Canada  balsam.  For  low  powers  take  two 
glass  slips,  having  heated  one  gently  over  the  spirit-lamp  (at  a  great 
distance  however) ;  place  upon  it  a  small  quantity  of  Canada  bal- 
sam from  the  end  of  a  piece  of  stick.   Let  this  perfectly,  but  slowly, 

*  This  varies  according  to  tho  whim  of  different  observers,  but  the  thick- 
ness is  best  about  that  of  ordinary  window  glass. 
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melt  and  difiiue  itself  over  the  glaia ;  now  lay  in  its  centre  the  ob* 
jeot ;  if  necessary,  drop  a  small  qoantitj  more  of  the  balsam  upon  it, 
and  then  lay  the  other  previously  warmed  glass  slide  upon  the  first ; 
gently  press  them  together  i  should  any  balsam  exude  at  the  edges 
oi  the  glass  plates,  remove  this  by  a  slip  of  card ;  allow  the  balsam  to 
solidify  ;  the  whole  is  then  completed.  Should  any  of  the  balsam 
have  escaped  upon  or  smeared  the  surfaces  of  the  glass  so  as  to  de* 
stroy  ^e  transparency  of  the  object,  a  little  oil  well  rubbed  in  will 
remove  it ;  aloolud  will  produce  the  same  effect,  but  it  is  apt  to  act 
upon  the  balsam  between  Uie  glasses  and  injure  the  specimen,  which 
oU  does  not.  I  may  remark  here,  that  the  longer  the  balsam  is 
heated  over  the  lamp  or  candle,  the  sooner  it  solicUfies  after  removal 
from  it«  I  generally  therefore  continue  to  heat  the  balsam,  so  that 
tlicre  is  no  fear  of  the  glass  slips  moving  upon  one  another  so  as  to 
rajope  the  object.  But  it  requires  great  care  to  avoid  the  extrication 
of  air-babbles.  In  many  cases  it  is  convenient  to  fasten  the  two  ends 
oi  the  i^ass  slips  together  whilst  the  balsam  is  solidifying,  so  as  to 
ioMtre  the  avoidance  of  displacement :  this  can  be  done  by  a  little 
sealing-wax,  or  what  is  better,  "  marine  glue*."  Venetian  turpentine 
may  be  used  instead  of  Canada  balsam,  and  it  solidifies  much  more 
rapidly,  but  it  is  neither  so  transparent  nor  so  readily  managed. 

A  large  number  of  the  most  beautiful  and  delicate  objects  cannot 
be  presOTved  in  the  dry  way,  the  shrivelling  and  contraction  which 
ensue  totally  destroying  the  natural  appearance.  These  are  best 
kept  in  a  small  cell  containing  a  liquid,  which  must  be  prevented 
from  evaporating.  The  liquids  mostly  used  are,  syrup  mixed  with 
gttm,  dilute  spirit,  water  saturated  with  creasote,  or  the  fluid  in- 
vented by  Mr.  Cknidby,  and  which  is  the  best.  It  is  thus  made :— * 
take  4  ox.  of  bay  salt,  2  oz.  of  alum,  4  grs.  of  corrosive  sublimate,  and 
9qt8.  of  boiling  water;  these  must  be  well  stirred  together,  and  fil- 
tmd  through  fine  filtering  paper.  This  is  an  excellent  composition 
for  preserring  animal  and  vegetable  substances,  and  has  less  action 
ttpon  them  tiban  any  of  the  other  fluids.  The  spirit  or  water  and 
ereasote  corrugate  the  preparations  so  as  in  many  cases  entirely  to  de- 
stroy their  characteristic  appearances,  and  the  syrup  has  a  powerful 
exosmotic  action,  which  collapses  all  vesicular  preparations.  There 
ore  two  methods  of  forming  the  cells  here :  in  the  first  a  varnish  is 
Bsed  to  inclose  the  liquid ;  in  the  second  a  wall  is  formed  to  the  cell, 
of  glass,  &c. 

A  quantity  of  very  thin  glass  (from  the  rhv^  ^  ^he  ^^J^yth  of  an 
inch)  must  be  procured  t>  and  cut  into  square  or  oblong  pieces  of 
various  siaes,  according  to  that  of  the  thick  fflass  support,  which,  for 
tiie  sake  of  avoiding  repetition,  I  shall  call  the  base  of  the  specimen. 
The  thin  glass  should  not  be  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary,  so 

*  Ills  thus  made : — dissolve  1  lb,  of  caoutchouc  in  4  gallons  of  coal  naphtha 
by  maceration  for  several  days,  and  with  1  pint  of  this  solution,  2  lbs.  of  shell- 
lac  are  to  be  mixed  by  heat;  and  when  the  fusion  is  completed,  the  material 
is  to  be  poured  out  on  a  cold  slab  and  moulded  into  convenient  forms,  and 
used  at  sealing-wax. 

t  This  can  be  obtained  at  any  optician's. 
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as  to  ayoid  the  risk  of  its  heing  hroken.  The  hase  is  now  wiped  per- 
fectly dry  and  clean*  the  object  laid  on  its  centre ;  a  small  quantity 
of  the  preservative  liquid  is  next  dropped  on  it ;  upon  this  is  laid  the 
thin  glass  square,  wiped  perfectly  clean :  should  the  quantity  of  li- 
quid added  be  not  sufficient  to  fiU  the  whole  space  between  die  two 
glasses,  a  little  more  must  be  added*  until  such  is  the  case  ;  if  too 
much  has  been  added,  it  may  be  readily  removed  by  a  fine  pipette, 
camel-hair  pencil,  or  moistened  piece  of  blotting  paper.  When  the 
surfaces  of  both  glasses,  not  in  apposition,  are  quite  free  from  moist- 
ure, some  gold  size  thickened  by  intimate  mixture  with  lamp-black 
must  be  laid  all  round  the  edges  of  the  thin  glass,  partly  also  upon 
the  contiguous  portions  of  the  lower,  so  as  to  hermeti(^y  inclose 
the  liquid  and  the  object.  The  mixture  of  the  finely-powdered  lamp- 
black and  the  gold  size  (the  latter  of  which  ought  to  be  old)  should 
be  about  the  consistency  of  treacle,  or  rather  less.  If  made  too  thin, 
it  is  apt  to  run  in  under  the  upper  glass  and  destroy  the  specimen. 

When  the  objects  are  large,  the  followingmodeis  generally  adopted. 
A  circular  depression  is  excavated  in  the  substance  of  the  basic  slip, 
which  is  double  or  treble  the  ordinary  thickness,  and  in  this  the  object 
and  the  liquid  are  placed ;  these  are  then  covered  with  thin  glass,  and 
the  gold  size  and  lamp-black  applied  as  above  aroimd  the  edges  of 
the  hitter.  Or  a  square  piece  of  thick  crown  glass,  less  in  size  than 
the  breadth  of  the  basic  slip,  has  either  a  circular  or  square  hole 
drilled  through  it ;  this  is  next  feistened  to  the  base  either  by  Canada 
balsam  or  varnish ;  a  cell  is  thus  nvade  in  which  the  object  and 
liquid  are  placed ;  the  thin  glass  slip  is  next  applied  upon  the  upper 
siuface  of  the  excavated  piece ;  it  is  then  covered  at  the  edge,  and 
rendered  adherent  to  it  by  the  gold  size  and  lamp-black. 

Another  method  is  this.  Take  a  basic  slip  of  glass,  and  spread  a 
little  white  lead  ground  up  with  oil  (or  painter's  white  paint)  on  its 
upper  surface,  leaving  an  aperture  in  the  middle  to  receive  the  object, 
lliis  requires  to  be  painted  over  and  over  until  it  has  become  of  the 
thickness  of  the  specimen  to  be  preserved ;  the  blank  space  or  cell  is 
next  filled  with  one  of  the  preservative  liquids,  and  the  object  then 
immersed  in  it ;  a  slip  of  thin  glass  is  now  laid  upon  the  surface  of 
the  white  lead  and  rubbed  close  on  to  the  paint,  beginning  at  one 
end  and  passing  across  the  slide  to  the  other,  so  as  to  force  out  any 
air-bubbles.  When  dry  the  specimen  is  permanent.  These  will,  I 
think,  be  found  sufficient  for  the  preservation  of  almost  any  objects ; 
there  are,  however,  a  few  which  it  is  very  difficult  to  retain  perfect. 
Many  I  have  preserved  simply  by  leaving  them  to  dry  between  two 
slips  of  glass,  without  any  preservative  fluid  or  balsam.  Blood-discs, 
&c.  have  kept  remarkably  well  in  this  manner ;  but  we  can  place  no 
dependence  on  so  doing,  for  one  which  is  good  perhaps  there  are 
twenty  spoiled.  Talc  was  formerly  used  instead  of  thin  glass  to  cover 
objects,  but  it  is  very  objectionable  on  account  of  its  being  so  readily 
scratched,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  it  free  from  flaws,  and  its  pe- 

*  On  the  end  of  a  camel-hair  pencil  or  pen ;  it  will  run  in  by  capillary 
attraction. 
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culiar  effect  in  polarizing  light.  There  is  only  one  circumstance 
more  worthy  of  mention,  and  which  is  very  common  but  very  inju- 
lioas :  it  is  the  placing  too  much  of  an  object  on  a  slide  at  once ;  Uiis 
often  renders  a  beautiful  object  of  little  value.  I  need  hardly  say 
that  it  is  better,  if  possible,  to  preserve  most  specimens  under  thin 
glass,  so  that  at  any  future  time  they  can  be  examined  by  the  high 
powers  of  the  microscope,  if  necessary, 

9  St  Jobn'ff  Square,  July  21,  1843. 


XVIII. — Observations  on   Two  of  Professor  Edward  Fortes' s 
" Retrospective  Comments"  By  Arthur  Hill  Hassall^  Esq. 

Profbssor  Edward  Forbes,  in  a  paper  entitled  "  Retrospective 
Comments/'  a  portion  of  which  is  inserted  in  the  '  Annals'  for 
July  1843,  makes  some  remarks  on  the  genus  Echinocorium,  and 
on  the  Phosphorescence  of  Zoophytes,  on  both  of  which  I  wish  to 
offer  a  few  observations.  Mr.  Forbes  appears  to  reject  my  genus 
Echinocorium  on  the  twofold  ground,  that  the  zoophyte  which  I 
r^ard  as  its  animal  is  sometimes  met  with  unconnected  with  the 
polypidom,  and  that  in  those  cases  in  which  the  two  are  asso- 
ciate no  organic  bond  of  union  exists  between  them.  With 
regard  to  the  first  point,  the  result  of  my  experience  is,  that  the 
poWpe  is  never  met  with  but  in  connexion  with  the  polypidom, 
and  that  its  distribution  is  always  limited  to  that  portion  of  the 
shell  covered  by  it ;  and  I  may  remark,  that  I  have  very  frequently 
obtained  the  hving  zoophyte.  With  reference  to  the  absence  of 
structural  connexion,  Mr.  Forbes  observes,  "  Had  Mr.  Hassall 
looked  a  little  closer  to  his  specimens,  he  would  have  found  that 
there  is  no  organic  connexion  between  the  parasite  and  its  base, 
and  that  each  Coryne  is  an  independent  animal,  capable  of  de- 
tachment without  injury."  I  beg  to  assure  Mr.  Forbes  that  I 
did  look  very  closely  to  my  specimens,  and  that  the  issue  of  my 
examination  of  them  was  a  conviction  of  the  reality  of  a  bond  of 
union, — a  conviction  arrived  at  by  the  observation  of  the  following 
particulars,  viz.  that  marked  depressions  existed  in  the  polypidom 
for  the  reception  of  the  bases  of  the  polypi ;  that  the  whole 
structure  of  the  polypidom  itself  was  porous  and  incorporated 
with  gelatinous  material ;  and  lastly,  that  it  was  also  encrusted 

Sa  membrane  derived  from  the  polypi  themselves,  and  which 
ewise  covered  the  muricated  processes.  These  facts,  if  not  con- 
clusive, are  yet  I  hope  sufBcient  to  exonerate  me  from  the  charge 
of  having  '^  too  hastily  constituted  the  genus  Echinocorium,"  and 
show  that  I  did  exercise  a  common  degree  of  caution.  Besides, 
supposing  Mr.  Forbes  to  be  correct  as  to  the  independence  of  the 
polype  regarded  by  me  as  the  true  zoophyte  of  Alcyonidium  echi- 
natum,  which  I  am  far  from  being  satisned  that  he  is,  still  this 
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does  not  render  the  rejection  either  of  the  genua,  right  or  neces- 
sary, or  of  the  appellation  which  I  have  bestowed  upon  it,  for 
abimdant  grounds  may  be  derived  from  an  examination  of  the 
remarkable  polypidom  itself  to  justify  and  demand  its  separation 
from  the  genus  Alcyonidium. 

By  Mr.  Forbes's  remark,  that  "  each  Coryne  is  an  independent 
animal,  capable  of  detachment  without  injury/'  I  understand  that 
it  will  Uve  when  thus  separated.  This  fact  is  by  no  means  con- 
clusive of  the  point  at  issue,  for  the  Hydra  will  bear  any  degree 
of  mutilation  and  injury  without  destruction  of  its  vital  powers. 
Mr.  Forbes  not  only  rejects  the  idea  of  any  organic  union  be- 
tween the  polype  and  polypidom,  but  hardly  seems  to  allow  that 
the  former  shows  any  preference  for  the  latter,  observing,  that 
^'from  the  excellent  holding  afforded  by  the  polypidom,  it  per* 
haps  prefers  such  a  residence.''  The  doubt  implied  by  the  word 
perhaps  is  certainly  unnecessary,  for  whatever  difierence  of  opi- 
nion there  may  be  relative  to  structural  connexion  between  the 
two,  there  can  be  none  whatever  but  that  the  polype  exhibits  a 
remarkable  preference  for  the  polypidom  of  the  Eckinooorham. 
The  zoophyte  which  I  regard  as  the  animal  of  the  Echinocormm, 
Mr.  Forbes  considers  to  be  a  Coryne,  and  says  that  it  is  "  a  com- 
mon deep-sea  form  of  that  genus."  Common  as  the  species  is 
stated  to  be,  it  had  neither  been  described  nor  figured  by  British 
actinologists  up  to  the  period  of  the  pubUcation  of  a  paper  by  me 
on  Zoophytes  in  the  'Annals'  for  July  1841.  One  other  point 
still  remams  to  be  noticed  in  connexion  with  the  Echinocormm, 
I  cannot  of  course  doubt  but  that  Mr.  Forbes  has  met  with  a 
Coryne  distinct  from  any  perfectly  formed  polypidom.  This  Co* 
ryne  might,  however,  either  have  oeen  of  a  different  species  from 
the  animal  of  E.  clainfferum,  or,  if  identical  with  it,  it  is  possible 
that  the  polype  might  in  some  cases  exist  either  in  the  entire 
absence  of  the  polypidom,  or  that  this  might  have  been  in  some 
degree  formed,  although  it  had  escaped  the  notice  of  Mr.  Forbes, 
who,  while  he  disallows  my  view  of  Echinocorium,  does  not  oflSar 
any  exposition  of  its  real  nature ;  that  is,  he  leaves  it  wrapt  up  in 
the  obscurity  in  which  it  has  been  so  long  involved,  and  from 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  rescue  it. 

In  referring  to  my  papers  on  the  Phosphorescence  of  Zoophytes, 
and  to  that  by  the  Rev.  D.  Landsborough,  Mr.  Forbes  observes, 
'*  the  general  feet"  of  the  phosphorescence  of  soophytes  ''  has 
long  been  known  to  British  naturalists."  This  statement  is  re- 
markable. If  so,  how  comes  it  that  no  general  reference  is  made 
to  a  feet  so  generally  known  according  to  Mr.  Forbes,  and  one, 
moreover,  of  the  highest  interest,  in  Dr.  Johnston's  exoell^t 
'  History  of  the  British  Zoophytes  f '  And  then  adds  Mr.  Forbes, 
in  continuation  of  the  same  paragraph,  **  although  but  little  had 
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been  written  about  it^  more  precise  ob»ervationt  than  we  have 
yet  on  record  being  required/^  Mr.  Forbes  does  not  mention 
what  this  little  is.  I  will  endeavour  to  supply  the  deficiency. 
The  only  refer^oes  with  which  I  am  acquainted^  as  emanating 
from  British  naturalists^  to  the  fact  of  the  emission  of  phospho- 
ric li^t  by  zoophytes^  relates  to  two  species^  Sertularia  pumUa 
and  PenmUula  photphorea.  In  Dr.  Johnston^s  description  of  the 
former^  the  following  quotation  from  Stewart  occurs : — "  This 
species,  and  probably  many  others,  in  some  particular  states  of 
the  atmosphere,  gives  out  a  phosphoric  light  in  the  dark.  If  a 
leaf  of  the  above  fkicus  {$erratu8)  with  the  Sertularia  upon  it  re- 
ceive a  smart  stroke  with  a  stick  in  the  dark,  the  whole  coralline 
is  most  beautifully  illuminated,  every  denticle  seeming  to  be  on 
fire.'' 

This  quotation  is  succeeded  by  some  beautiful  lines,  the  ap- 
propriateness of  which  may  excuse  a  repetition  of  them  here. 

"  While  tbui  with  pleasing  wonder  you  inipect 
Treasures  the  vulgar  in  their  soom  reject. 
See  as  they  float  along  the  entangled  weeds 
Slowly  approach,  uphorne  on  bladdery  heads ; 
Wait  till  tney  land,  and  you  shall  then  behold 
What  fiery  sparks  these  tangled  fronds  infold, — 
M3rriads  of  hving  points ;  the  unaided  eye 
Can  but  the  fire,  and  not  the  fbrm  descry.'*—- OaMe. 

With  regard  to  the  second  species,  PennattUa  phosphorea,  the 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  phenomenon  of  phospho- 
rescence in  it  is  suffici^itly  attested  by  the  specific  name,  so  that 
it  is  unnecessary  to  adduce  the  testimony  of  those  who  make 
mention  of  it.  Such,  it  seems  to  me,  was  the  extent  of  the  know- 
ledge of  British  naturalists,  so  far  as  this  can  be  ascertained  by 
reference  to  their  writings  (the  only  admissible  evidence),  of  the 
beautiful  phaenomenon  of  the  phosphorescence  of  zoophytes,  up 
to  the  time  of  the  publication  of  my  essay  on  Zoophytes  in  the 
'Annals^  for  June,  1841,  in  which  it  was  distinctly  stated,  that 
all  the  transparent  species,  while  in  a  living  state,  possessed  phos- 
phoric properties;  and  I  leave  it  to  the  reader  to  judge  whether 
this  was  sufficient  to  justify  the  assertion,  that  "  the  general  facf 
of  their  phosphorescence  had  ''  long  been  known  to  British  na- 
turalists*'^ prior  to  that  time.  Mr.  Forbes  also  seems  to  imply 
that  the  general  fact  stands  in  need  of  more  precise  observations 
than  we  have  yet  on  record  for  it. 

I  cannot  but  think  that  the  papers  alluded  to  in  the  beginning 

*  The  general  fact  of  the  phosphorescence  of  xoophytes  may  hare  been 
known  to  continental  naturalists  prior  to  the  publication  of  my  essay.  I  am 
not,  however,  sufficiently  acquainted  with  their  writings  to  assert  positively 
whether  it  was  or  was  not  to  any  or  all  of  them. 
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of  these  few  remarks  are  sufficient  to  establish  the  general  fSurt, 
while  they  certainly  do  not  preclude  the  necessity  of  further  and 
closer  investigation.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  Mr.  Forbes's 
object  has  been  in  penning  his  remarks ;  their  tendency  is  cer- 
tainly to  depreciate  the  knowledge  which  has  been  already  ac- 
quired of  one  of  the  most  striking  and  beautiful  of  the  many 
facts  of  interest  connected  with  the  history  of  zoophytes. 
Cheshunt,  July  15, 1843. 
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An  Inaugural  Lecture  on  Botany.  By  Edward  Forbes,  F.L.S.,  F.B.S. 
&c.     Van  Voorst,  London.  8vo.  pp.  23. 

The  author  of  this  inaugural  address  is  probably  better  known  to 
our  readers  as  a  zoologist  and  the  historian  of  the  British  Starfishes 
than  as  a  botanist.     But  amongst  those  who  best  know  his  enthu- 
siastic devotion  to  the  whole  range  of  natural-history  science,  he  has 
always  been  distinguished  for  the  extent  and  accuracy  of  his  know- 
ledge of  botany,  and  we  congratulate  the  Institution  with  which  he 
is  now  connected  on  having  obtained  the  services  of  so  valuable  a 
teacher.     It  may  be  important,  in  the  selection  of  lecturers  in  our 
public  schools,  that  men  should  be  sought  for  who  possess  a  pro- 
found and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  subjects  they  are  about  to 
teach,  but  at  the  same  time  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  our 
branches  of  science  are  mere  artificial  divisions — parts  of  one  great 
whole,  and  that  to  teach  one  properly,  its  relations  to  others  should 
be  understood.  This  is  of  especial  importance  in  a  course  of  medical 
education  comprising  many  sciences,  where  the  object  is  rather  the 
pointing  out  to  the  student  the  relation  which  each  particular  sci- 
ence bears  to  the  profession  on  which  he  has  entered,  than  making 
him  profoundly  acquainted  with  any  particular  department.     There 
has  been  no  more  prevalent  error  amongst  the  great  body  of  medical 
men,  than  supposing  that  the  study  of  disease  was  their  only  busi- 
ness, and  that  the  study  of  the  natural-history  sciences  was  a  mere 
impertinence,  or  at  most  to  be  regarded  as  an  ornament ;  and  this 
error  we  suspect  will  always  be  most  prevalent  where  the  chairs  of 
chemistry,  botany,  &c.  in  our  medical  schools  are  filled  by  those  who 
are  unacquainted  with  the  relations  which  these  subjects  bear  to  the 
study  of  medicine.     We  are  glad  therefore  to  see  a  gentleman  edu- 
cated for  the  medical  profession,  a  zoologist  and  geologist,  in  the 
chair  of  botany  at  King's  College. 

At  the  present  day  there  is  perhaps  too  great  a  tendency  to  re- 
gard education  as  the  mere  cramming  of  so  many  facts  into  the 
heads  of  the  taught,  and  in  no  profession  is  this  carried  to  a  more 
vicious  extent  than  in  the  medical.  It  seems  to  be  forgotten  that  the 
most  effective  education  is  to  fit  a  person,  not  by  the  amount  of  facts 
that  he  knows,  but  by  rendering  him  capable  of  using  the  facts  that 
are  presented  to  him,  for  the  skilful  exercise  of  the  profession  he 
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has  undertaken.     It  is  on  this  ground  that  Professor  Forbes  recom- 
mends the  study  of  natural  science  to  the  medical  student. 

"  That  the  medical  student  acquires  but  little  by  his  attendance  at  bota« 
nical  lectures,  is  not  an  uncommon  fancy  among  the  senior  members  of  the 
profesnon.  Some  eminent  men  have  gone  so  far  as  to  denounce  it  as  lost 
time.  The  utmost  the  student  is  supposed  to  carry  away  is  a  knowledge  of 
the  names,  classes  and  orders  of  such  plants  as  furnish  products  used  in  me- 
dicine. It  seems  to  me  that  the  true  object  of  the  connexion  of  natural- 
history  studies  with  more  professional  pursuits  is,  as  in  this  case,  too  gene- 
rally lost  sight  of,  and  I  gladly  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  urge  their 
claims  on  your  attention,  and  to  plead  for  them  on  grounds  which  have  not 
been  put  forward  sufficiently  prommently  hitherto,  though  by  no  means  novel, 
seeing  that  the  positions  I  am  about  to  maintain  are  avowedly  acknowledged 
in  private  by  most  scientific  teachers,  though  rarely  advanced  in  the  class- 
room. The  plea  which  I  wish  to  advance  is,  that  the  main  use  of  the  na- 
tural-history sciences  to  the  student  is  not  merely  the  teaching  him  a  certain 
number  of  &cts,  the  recollection  of  which  may  be  serviceable  to  him  in  after 
life,  but  the  training  his  mind,  by  means  of  the  peculiar  forms  of  research 
which  characterise  those  sciences,  to  that  tone  and  vigour  which  must  be  of 
the  utmost  consequence  in  giving  him  power  for  future  professional  avoca- 
tions of  a  different  nature,  especially  such  as  are  to  form  the  after-occupa- 
tions of  the  student  of  medicine. 

"  Not  that  for  a  moment  I  would  have  you  suppose  that  I  am  depreciating 
the  value  of  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  natural  history, — M  from  it:  I  have 
myself  derived  too  much  pleasure,  too  much  benefit  from  an  early  study  of 
that  delightful  science  not  to  appreciate  its  full  value,  and  not  to  be  desirous 
of  seeing  all  men  acquainted  with  it ;  but  that,  viewing  it  as  a  branch  of 
education,  I  am  anxious  to  point  out  in  what  its  true  educational  value  lies, 
and  not  to  evade  the  question  by  enumerating  how  many  animals,  plants 
and  minerals  a  student  may  be  able  to  recognise  if  he  diligently  pursue 
zoology,  botany,  or  mineralogy.  A  student  of  any  science,  well-trained  in  the 
modes  of  investigation  which  that  science  teaches,  is  a  much  more  valuable 
member  of  society  than  a  youthful  encyclopedia  or  a  living  book  of  facts." 

We  believe  that  this  ground  on  which  Professor  Forbes  would 
have  medical  students  cultivate  botany  is  the  one  on  which  natural 
science  should  form  a  part  of  the  education  of  the  divine,  the  advo« 
cate  and  the  statesman.  It  may  not  be  of  much  consequence,  that 
a  man  should  know  the  Latin  name  of  chick  weed,  the  number  of 
stamens  in  a  butter-cup,  or  the  shape  of  the  blood-globules  of  a  frog, 
but  it  is  of  importance  that  he  should  understand  the  laws  of  organic 
matter,  and  be  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  its  investigations.  It 
is  in  these  investigations  that  the  simplest  principles  of  analysis  and 
synthesis  may  be  exemplified,  and  in  which  they  will  bear  their  most 
profound  application.  We  know  that  the  advocate  of  a  classical  and 
mathematical  education  will  say  that  language  and  numbers  afford 
sufficient  material  for  the  application  of  these  principles,  but  we 
maintain  that  there  is  as  much  difiference  between  the  investigation 
of  words  as  the  expression  of  facts  or  phaenomena,  and  the  investi- 
gation of  facts  themselves,  as  there  is  between  words  and  numbers 
tiiemselves,  and  upon  this  ground  we  would  require  of  every  one 
seeking  distinction  as  an  educated  man,  a  knowledge  of  the  natural 
sciences. 

Bat  to  return  to  Mr.  Forbes,    After  adverting  to  the  importance 


Digitized  by 


Google 


122  BMiographieai  Noticti. 

of  the  study  of  botany  as  a  training  science,  he  proceeds  to  point  oat 
the  value  of  its  facts  to  various  classes.  To  the  medical  man  and  the 
agriculturist  they  are  essential.  We  recommend  the  following  to 
our  readers  i— 

"  The  utility  of  a  stiidv  of  botany  to  the  zoologist  and  geolodst  cannot  be 
too  highly  estimated.  The  perfection  to  which  the  labours  of  Linnaeus,  De- 
Jussieu,  DeCandolle  and  their  numerous  co-labourers  and  pupils  have 
brought  systematic  botany,  furnishes  the  zoologist  with  a  sound  model  on 
which  to  mould  the  descriptive  part  of  his  science,  but  one  with  which  he  is 
usually  I  fear  too  sliffhtly  acquainted  to  make  good  use  of.  Zoology  has 
yet  to  attain  the  precision  to  which  botany  so  rapidly  advanced  through  the 
logical  acuteness  of  the  great  minds  who  embraced  the  study ,^-a  precisioQ 
greatly  forwarded  by  the  general  knowledge  of  their  subject  which  tney  con- 
sidered it  their  duty  to  acquire  before  they  engaged  in  original  special  re- 
search. The  perfection  to  which  botanical  diagnosis  has  attained  is  truly 
astonishing.  More  than  50,000  species  of  known  plants  are  distinguished 
from  each  other  by  short  summaries  of  their  essential  characters,  sometimes 
occupying  but  a  few  words,  and  at  most  but  a  few  lines.  Yet  there  is  no 
confusion.  The  printed  diagnosis  is  sufficiently  precise  to  enable  the  stu- 
dent to  ascertain  the  name  and  affinities  of  any  plant  he  may  gather  even 
without  the  help  of  figures  or  other  artificial  aid.  That  zoological  science  may 
attain  an  equal  degree  of  precision,  no  thinking  naturalist  can  for  a  moment 
doubt ;  but  until  more  zoologists  than  now  do,  study  the  principles  by  which 
such  precision  nas  been  attained,  their  science  must  rest  in  the  unsatisfactory 
state  which  deforms  great  portions  of  it  at  present. 

"  The  importance  of  a  knowledge  of  botanical  science  to  the  geologist 
rests  on  different  grounds.  Perhaps  to  him  its  greatest  value  may  lie  in 
conferring  that  traming  which  I  have  advocated  in  commenting  on  the  bo* 
tanical  studies  of  the  physician.  But  it  is  also  of  the  greatest  use  in  enabling 
him  to  understand  the  nature  and  relations  of  the  immerous  fossil  remains 
of  vegetables  imbedded  in  the  earth's  strata,  and  the  examination  of  which 
affi)rds  such  important  data  for  determining  the  relative  ages  of  formations, 
and  the  conditions  under  which  they  were  formed.  When  we  recollect  that 
the  great  beds  of  coal,  which  furnish  such  a  valuable  item  in  the  list  of  our 
economical  comforts,  have  been  derived  from  the  destruction  of  ancient 
)ierbs  and  trees,  we  must  view  with  astonishment  the  important  part  played 
by  the  vegetable  kingdom  in  contributing  to  the  substance  of  the  earth's 
crust.'* 

At  a  time  when  our  manuals,  local  floras,  and  sruide-books  have 
rejected  the  Liunsean  system,  many  of  our  older  friends  who  have 
had  no  other  guide  to  the  mysteries  of  classification,  and  have  been 
surprised  to  see  it  so  suddenly  and  generally  supplanted,  will  read 
with  interest  the  following  testimony  in  its  favour : — 

**  Those  who  shghtingly  think  of  theLinneean  system,  as  it  is  termed,  f^nrget 
in  the  present  to  look  back  fully  and  fairly  on  the  past.  They  should  re- 
mind themselves  of  the  state  in  which  botany  was  when  Linnseus  undertook 
to  make  its  treasures  cousultable.     The  understanding  of  things  depends 

Sreatly  on  the  perception  of  their  order  and  relations.  When  that  order  and 
lose  relations  require  deep  study  ere  we  can  comprehend  them  clearly,  the 
man  who  gives  us  a  clue,  however  insignificant  it  may  be  in  its  own  nature, 
Is  not  only  conferring  on  us  an  invaluable  benefit,  but  endowing  the  despised 
instrument  with  golden  value.  Such  a  clue  did  Linnaeus  give  when  he  put 
forth  the  sexual  system.  The  scientific  systematist,  surrounded  by  the  stores 
of  his  herbarium,  should  not  forget  that  those  treasures  were  ofWn  amassed 
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in  the  flrtt  iaBtenoe  by  advanturotis  and  etrnatt  men,  rendering  good  ter- 
▼lee  by  their  hands  and  energy,  as  good  in  its  hnmble  way  as  that  which  ha 
gives  by  his  head  and  nhilosopby.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  of  such  men 
that  in  the  field  they  should  occupy  themselves  with  tbouchts  of  arrange- 
ment or  affinity ;  their  part  was  to  observe  and  select,  and  Uie  guide  to  their 
observation  and  selection  was  in  most  cases  no  other  than  the  Linncean  sy- 
stem. In  the  scientific  hive  as  in  the  apiary  there  must  be  working-bees  and 
neuters  as  well  as  queens  and  drones :  it  is  necessary  for  the  economy  of  the 
iommon  wealth.  An  easy  means  of  acquiring  and  arranging  information  is 
a  great  help  to  the  workmen  of  science,  and  no  department  has  gained  mora 
hereby  than  botany,  which,  through  the  facilities  afibrded  by  Uie  artificial 
method  devised  by  Linnseus,  has  had  its  facts  amassed  in  enormous  quan- 
tity for  the  use  of  its  more  philosophic  votaries,  and  owes  its  present  ad- 
vanced state  in  a  great  measure  to  such  humble  means. 

"  The  clue  to  the  labyrinth,  then,  having  served  such  noble  purpose  be* 
comes  a  consecrated  object,  and  should  rather  be  hung  up  in  the  temple  than 
thrown  aside  with  ignominy.  The  traveller  returning  from  his  adventurout 
and  perilous  journey  of  discovery,  hangs  up  his  knapsack  with  affection  on  tha 
wall  of  his  study.  But  travellers  must  return  to  the  fields,  if  more  is  to  bo 
done  ;  and  so  must  botanists,  and  each  must  have  recourse  again  and  again 
to  those  helps  which  aided  them  so  well  in  their  earliest  journeys." 

We  are  quite  willing  to  hang  this  ayatem  up  in  the  temple  any* 
where  as  long  as  it  does  not  interfere  with  plants,  and  we  think,  as 
hx  as  our  own  island  is  oonoemed,  especially  since  the  publication  of 
lindley's  '  83mopsiB/  the  last  edition  of  Hooker's  '  Flora '  and  Ba* 
bington's  '  Manual/  that  we  should  never  wish  again  to  disturb  its 
dignity  by  carrying  it  into  the  fields.  In  conclusion,  we  recommend 
Professor  Forbes's  lecture  as  well  worth  the  attentive  perusal,  not 
only  of  the  student  and  teacher  of  medical  science,  but  of  all  who 
take  an  interest  in  the  advancement  of  sound  education. 

Recherches  sur  T organisation,  la  fructification  et  la  classification  de 
plusieurs  genres  d'Algues,  avec  la  description  de  quelques  esp^cts 
inidites  ou  peu  connues. 

Sssai  d'une  r^rtition  des  Polypiers  calcif^res  de  Lamovrowt  dans  la 
classe  des  Algues,    Par  J.  F.  Chauvin :  Caen,  1842. 

These  memoirs,  which  were  prepared  as  academical  theses,  are  of 
considerable  interest  to  the  algologist,  both  physiologically  and  sy- 
stematically* Several  points  regarding  obscure  or  litUe-known  spe* 
des  are  illustrated,  and  the  different  questions  which  have  lately  in- 
terested algologists  are  discussed  with  little  of  that  controversial 
tone,  which  has,  we  know  not  how,  insinuated  itself  into  several  re- 
eeat  memoirs  on  the  subject,  llie  notions  of  Decaisne  on  the  double 
fimctifioation  of  Algie  are  ably  treated,  and  are,  at  least,  shown  to  be 
premature.  The  opinion  of  algologists,  both  theoretical  and  prac- 
tical, is  opposed  to  them ;  and  Mr.  Griffiths  especially,  who  has  de- 
voted years  to  the  study  of  the  marine  Algae,  is  satisfied  that  they 
are  incorrect.  We  cannot,  however,  at  present  consider  the  subject 
as  at  all  setUed,  especially  supported  as  it  is  by  what  is  known  of 
the  germination  of  Algse. 

It  ai^ears  that  there  are  very  many  modes  of  reproduction  amongst 
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Algae.  Dulz,  in  his  third  memoir,  mentions  four  modes  of  reproduc- 
tion which  he  has  observed  in  the  Ceramia.  Messrs.  Crouan  have 
traced  the  vegetation  of  the  sphserospores  before  their  separation  into 
four  distinct  bodies,  while  Agardh  has  observed  the  germination  of 
the  spores  of  which  the  sphserospore  are  composed,  and  also  that  of 
the  spores  contained  in  the  capsules.  And  in  the  zoospermic  Alge, 
both  the  zoosperms  and  spores  produce  perfect  plants.  The  proba- 
bility is  that  all  are  in  the  main  correct,  and  that  their  views  are  not 
irreconcilable,  however  different  they  may  appear  at  first ;  and  truth 
will  appear  at  length,  not  by  the  questioning  of  the  observations  of 
others,  but  by  the  patient  and  unprejudiced  comparison  of  all. 

Much  remains  to  be  done  as  regards  the  arrangement  of  Algee,  and 
it  is  very  much  to  be  desired  that  Dr.  Montague,  who  has  perhaps 
in  his  hands  the  largest  mass  of  original  matter  of  any  algologist,  and 
that  in  great  measure  ready  for  publication,  would  devote  his  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  generally,  to  which  he  would,  we  doubt  not,  do  as 
much  justice  as  he  has  done  in  his  notices  of  individual  genera  or 
tribes.  The  ample  materials  he  possesses,  his  admirable  tact  in  mi- 
croscopic researches,  his  accurate  pencil,  his  intimate  acquaintance 
with  all  that  has  been  published  in  various  languages,  and  above  all 
his  unwearied  diligence,  his  accurate  judgement  and  his  very  lumi- 
nous style  of  writing,  are  all  guarantees  of  his  especial  fitness  to 
undertake  a  complete  revision  of  the  subject,  which  could  not  fail  to 
promote  exceedingly  this  branch  of  botany. 

It  is  now  proved  incontestably  that  the  calciferous  Polypiers  of  La- 
mouroux  belong  to  the  order  of  Algse.  The  memoirs  of  Kutzing  and 
Decaisne  are  decisive  on  the  subject,  and  the  observations  made  by 
Chauvin,  which  are  very  judicious  and  interesting,  would  tend  to 
confirm  their  views,  if  they  needed^confirmation.  We  recommend  the 
work  of  the  learned  Prdfessor,  who  has  been  long  known  to  science 
by  his  labours  in  this  beautiful  tribe  of  plants,  as  one  which  cannot 
fail  both  to  instruct  and  interest. 

As  regards  the  analogies  of  Podaxinea,  M.  Montagne  remarks,  that 
Sputnaria  reminds  us  of  Gyrophragmium ;  that  ^thalium  is  of  a  cel- 
lulose-spongy  substance,  as  Secotium;  and  finally,  that  there  is  a  colu- 
mella in  Stemonitis  and  many  other  genera. 

The  memoir  closes  with  the  following  considerations  : — From  the 
researches  of  Mr.  Berkeley  it  appears  that  a  multitude  of  subter- 
raneous fun^  (Fungi  hypogai),  which,  after  a  deceptive  analogy,  had 
been  improperly  referred  to  Tuberacea,  belong  beyond  all  doubt  to 
Lgcoperdacea,  and  that  these,  at  least  as  regards  their  mode  of  fruc- 
tification, are  much  nearer  to  the  Hymenomycetes;  while  the  Tuberacete, 
regarded  from  the  same  point  of  view,  bear  more  resemblance  to  the 
Discomycetea  of  Fries,  or  to  the  Hymenothecue  of  Persoon,  since  the 
reproductive  bodies  being  contained  in  asci  are  real  sporidia.  The 
recent  labours  of  Tulasne  and  Vittadini  have  confirmed  these  obser- 
vations, which  may  now  be  regarded  as  established  in  science. 

If  now  we  would  follow  in  thought  the  succession  of  different 
forms  by  which,  in  their  ascending  series,  the  fungi  of  the  two  fa- 
milies to  which  the  names  of  Hymenomycetes  and  Gasteromycetes 
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have  been  given,  it  cannot  escape  onr  notice,  notwithstanding  their 
apparent  difference,  tiiat  the  same  plan  has  presided  at  their  forma- 
tion, or  in  other  words,  that  they  possess  a  unity  of  structnre.  We 
observe,  however,  this  remarkable  circumstance  in  their  mode  as  in 
their  degree  of  evolution,  that  the  one  always  seek  the  light,  under 
the  influence  of  which  the  principal  phsenomena  of  their  fructification 
take  place,  while  the  others  pass  through  the  first,  or  all  the  phases 
of  tlieir  life,  free  from  the  influence  of  tibis  modifying  power ;  that  is 
to  say,  that  they  ripen  their  spores  in  a  closed  receptacle,  and  that 
in  general  this  opens  only  when  they  are  ready  for  dispersion.  The 
evolution  of  the  second  is,  as  we  may  say,  of  a  lower  grade  than  that 
of  the  first.  But  in  comparing  Gyrophragmium  especially  with  an 
Agaric,  it  is  easy  nevertheless  to  perceive  the  perfect  analogy  which 
exists  between  tiie  two  series,  examined  towards  their  culminating 
point.  The  resemblance  would  be  still  more  striking  and  almost 
complete,  at  least  as  regards  external  form,  if  it  be  proved  some  day 
ihsX  Montagintes  belongs  also  to  the  Gasteromycetes,  as  we  are  per- 
mitted to  suspect  from  its  affinity  with  Gyrophragmium.  It  is  then 
that  the  simplicity  and  independence  of  the  partitions, — carried  to  the 
hi^est  degree,  since  they  are  fixed  to  the  top  of  the  stem  by  a  single 
point,  frequently  by  a  short  thread,  and  radiate  horizontally  like  the 
gills  of  an  Agaric, — ^it  is  then,  I  say,  that  this  independence  and  sim- 
plicity would  raise  the  Gasteromycetes  almost  to  the  same  grade  as 
the  Hymenomycetes,  always  however  considered  abstractedly  of  their 
morphosis,  which  is  essentially  different*. 
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February  1 ,  1843. — "  On  the  Geological  position  of  the  MastodofH 
giganteum  and  associated  fossil  remains  at  Bigbone  Lick,  Kentucky, 
and  other  localities  in  the  United  States  and  Canada."  By  Charles 
Lyell,  Esq.,  V.P.G.S. 

With  a  view  to  ascertain  the  relations  of  the  soil  in  which  the 
bones  of  the  Mastodon  are  found,  to  the  drift  or  boulder  formation, 
whether  any  important  geographical  or  geological  changes  had 
taken  place  since  they  were  imbedded,  and  what  species  of  shells  are 
associated  with  them,  Mr.  Lyell  visited  a  number  of  places  where 
they  had  been  obtained.  In  this  paper  he  gives  the  result  of  his 
researches. 

The  most  celebrated  locality  visited  was  Bigbone  Lick,  in  the 
northern  part  of  Kentucky,  distant  about  25  miles  to  the  S.W.  of 
Cincinnati,  situated  on  a  small  tributary  of  the  river  Ohio  called 
Bigbone  Creek,  which  winds  for  about  7  miles  below  the  Lick  before 
joining  the  Ohio.     A  *•  Lick"  is  a  place  where  saline  springs  break 

*  The  latter  part  of  this  article  is  translated  from  *  L'Institut,'  May  4, 
1843. 
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out,  generally  among  marthei  and  bogs,  to  which  deer,  bufllaloes,  and 
other  wild  animals  resort  to  drink  the  brackish  water  and  lick  the  salt 
in  summer.  The  country  around  Bigbone  Lick,  and  for  a  consider- 
able distance  on  both  banks  of  the  Ohio,  above  and  below  it,  is 
composed  of  blue  argillaceous  limestone  and  marl,  constituting  one  of 
the  oldest  members  of  the  transition  or  Silurian  system.  The  strata 
are  nearly  horizontal  and  form  flat  table-lands  intersected  by  nume* 
rous  valleys  in  which  alluvial  gravel  and  silt  occur ;  but  there  is  no 
covering  of  drift  in  this  region.  The  drift  is  abundant  in  the  north* 
em  parts  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  but  disappears  almost  entirely  before 
we  reach  the  Ohio. 

Until  lately  herds  of  buffaloes  were  in  the  habit  of  frequenting 
the  springs,  and  the  paths  made  by  them  are  still  to  be  seen.  Num<* 
bers  of  these  animals  have  been  mired  in  the  bogs,  and  horses  and 
cows  have  perished  in  like  manner.  Along  with  their  remains  arc 
found  innumerable  bones  of  Mastodon,  Elephant,  and  other  extinct 
quadrupeds,  which  must  have  visited  these  springs  when  the  valley 
was  in  its  present  geographical  condition  in  almost  every  particular, 
and  which  must  have  been  mired  in  them  as  existing  quadrupeds  are 
at  present.  The  mastodon  remains  are  most  numerous  and  belong 
to  individuals  of  all  ages.  The  mud  is  very  deep,  black,  and  sofU 
In  places  it  is  seen  to  rest  upon  the  limestone,  and  at  some  points 
it  swells  up  to  the  height  of  several  feet  above  the  general  level 
of  the  plain  and  of  the  river.  It  is  occasionally  covered  by  a 
deposit  of  yellow  clay  or  loam,  resembling  the  silt  of  the  Ohio« 
which  is  from  10  to  20  feet  thick,  rising  to  that  height  above  the 
creek  and  often  terminating  abruptly  at  its  edges.  This  loam  has 
all  the  appearance  of  having  been  deposited  tranquilly  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  morass  and  of  having  afterwards  suffered  denudation. 
The  Mastodon  and  other  quadrupeds  have  been  mired  before  the  de- 
position of  the  incumbent  silt,  for  a  considerable  number  of  fossil 
bones  have  been  found  by  digging  through  it.  Accompanying  the 
bones  are  freshwater  and  land  shells,  most  of  which  have  been 
identified  by  Mr.  Anthony  with  species  now  existing  in  the  same 
region. 

Mr.  Lyell  observes  that  the  surface  of  the  bog  is  extremely  uneven, 
and  accounts  for  it  partly  by  the  unequal  distribution  of  the  incum- 
bent alluvium  which  presses  with  a  heavy  weight  on  certain  parts  of 
the  morass,  from  which  other  portions  of  the  surface  are  entirely  free. 
He  also  attributes  it  in  part  to  the  swelling  of  the  bog  where  it  is 
fully  saturated  with  water  near  the  springs. 

The  author  is  of  opinion  that  the  fossil  remains  of  Bigbone  Lick 
are  much  more  modern  than  the  deposition  of  the  drift,  which 
is  not  present  in  this  district.  But  although  the  date  of  the  im- 
bedding of  these  mammalian  fossil  remains  is  so  extremely  mo- 
dem, considered  geologically,  it  is  impossible  to  say  how  many 
thousand  years  may  not  have  elapsed  since  the  Mastodon  and  other 
lost  species  became  extinct.  They  have  been  found  at  die  depth  of 
several  feet  from  the  surface,  but  we  have  no  data  for  estimating  the 
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rate  at  vhich  the  boggj  ground  has  increased  in  height,  nor  do  we 
know  how  often  during  floods  its  upper  portion  hu  been  swept 
away. 

Ohio, — The  Ohio  river  immediately  above  and  below  Cincinnati 
is  bounded  on  its  right  bank  by  two  terraces  consisting  of  sand,  gra- 
vel and  loam»  the  lower  terrace  consisting  of  beds  supposed  to  be 
much  newer  than  those  of  the  upper.  In  the  gravelly  beds  of  the 
higher  terrace  teeth  both  of  the  Mastodon  and  elephant  have  been 
met  with.  Mr.  Lyell  was  assured  that  a  boulder  of  gneiss,  13  feet  in 
diameter*  was  found  resting  on  the  upper  terrace,  about  4  miles  north 
ul  Cincinnati,  and  that  some  fragments  of  granite  had  been  found  in 
a  similar  situation  at  Cincinnati  itself.  These  facts  show  that  some 
large  erratics  have  taken  up  their  present  position  since  the  older  al« 
luvium  of  the  Ohio  valley  was  deposited.  In  travelling  northwards 
from  Cincinnati  towards  Cleveland,  Mr.  Lyell  found  the  northern 
drift  commence  in  partial  patches  25  miles  from  the  former  city  and 
about  5  miles  N.£.  of  Lebanon,  after  which  it  oontinually  increased 
in  thickness  as  he  proceeded  towards  Lake  Erie. 

Nfm  York — Niagara  Falla.-^ln  a  former  paper  Mr.  Lyell  alluded 
to  the  position  of  the  remains  of  Mastodon,  12  feet  deep,  in  a  fresh- 
water formation  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  Niagara  at  the  Falls. 
He  remarks  that  if  we  had  not  been  able  to  prove  that  the  cataract 
had  receded  nearly  four  miles  since  the  origin  of  the  fluviatile  strata 
in  question,  we  should  have  been  unable  to  assign  any  considerable 
duration  of  time  as  having  intervened  between  the  inhumation  of  the 
Mastodon  in  marl  full  of  existing  shells  and  the  present  period.  The 
general  covering  of  drift  between  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario  is  consU 
dered  to  be  of  much  higher  antiquity  than  the  gravel  containing  the 
bones  of  the  Mastodon  at  the  Falls. 

Rocke$ter, — In  the  suburbs  of  this  city  remains  of  the  Mattodan 
gigofUfum  were  found  associated  with  existing  species  of  MoUusca 
in  gravel  and  marl  below  peat. 

Ofuesie, — Here  remains  of  the  Mastodon  gigatUeum  were  found 
with  existing  shells  in  a  small  swamp  in  a  cavity  of  the  boulder  for- 
mation, so  that  the  animal  must  have  sunk  after  the  period  of  the 
drift  when  a  shallow  pond  fed  by  springs  was  inhabited  by  the  same 
species  of  freshwater  mollusca  as  now  live  on  the  spot. 

Albany  and  Greene  Counties. — Mr.  Lyell  examined,  in  company  with 
Mr.  HaU,  two  swamps  west  of  the  Hudson  River,  where  the  remains 
of  Mastodon  occurred  in  both  places  at  a  depth  of  four  or  five  feety 
precisely  in  such  situations  as  would  yield  shell  marl,  and  peat, 
with  remains  of  existing  animals  in  Scotland.  Cattle  have  recently 
been  mired  in  these  swamps. 

According  to  Mr.  Hall  the  greatest  elevation  at  which  Mastodon 
bones  have  been  found  in  the  United  States  is  at  the  town  of  Hins- 
dale, situated  on  a  tributary  of  the  river  Allegany  in  Cattaraugus 
county  in  the  State  of  New  York,  where  they  occur  at  an  elevation 
of  1500  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

Maryland, — In  the  museum  at  Baltimore,  Mr.  Lyell  was  shown 
the  grinder  of  a  Mastodon,  distinct  from  M.  giganteum,  and  which 
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bad  been  recognised  and  labelled  by  Mr.  Cbarleswortb  as  M.  Ion* 
girostriSf  Kaup.  It  was  found  at  tbe  depth  of  15  feet  from  the  sur- 
face in  a  bed  of  marl  near  Ghreensburgh,  in  Carolina  County,  Mary- 
land, and  is  considered  by  Mr.  Lyell  as  a  miocene  fossil. 

Atlantic  border, — ^Between  the  Appalachian  mountains  and  the 
Atlantic  there  is  a  wide  extent  of  nearly  horizontal  tertiary  strata, 
which  at  the  base  of  the  mountains  are  500  feet  and  upwards  in 
height,  but  decline  in  level  nearer  the  ocean  and  at  length  give  place  to 
sandy  plains  and  low  islands  skirting  the  coast,  in  which  strata  con- 
taining marine  shells  of  recent  species  are  met  with,  slightly  eleva- 
ted above  the  sea.  Occasionally  deposits  formed  in  freshwater 
swamps  occur,  below  the  mean  level  of  the  Atlantic  or  over- 
flowed at  high  tide.  In  this  district  Mr.  Nuttall  discovered,  on  the 
Neuse  15  miles  below  Newbum,  in  South  Carolina,  a  large  assemblage 
of  mammalian  bones,  including  those  of  the  Mastodon  giganteum^  rest- 
ing on  a  deposit  containing  marine  shells  of  recent  species.  Mr. 
Conrad  presented  Mr.  Lyell  with  the  tooth  of  a  horse  covered  with 
barnacles,  from  this  locsdity.  Professor  Owen  has  examined  it  and 
could  flndjno  corresponding  tooth  of  a  recent  species,  but  considers 
it  as  agreeing  with  the  horse-tooth  brought  by  Mr.  Darwin  from  the 
north  side  of  the  Plata  in  Entre  Rios  in  South  America. 

South  Caro/ma.— Remains  of  the  Mastodon  were  found  in  dig- 
ging the  Santee  Canal,  in  a  spot  where  large  quadrupeds  might  now 
sink  into  the  soft  boggy  ground. 

Georgia, — ^Bones  of  the  Mastodon  and  Megatherium  occur  in 
this  district  in  swamps  formed  upon  a  marine  sand  containing  shells 
of  species  now  inhabiting  the  neighbouring  sea. 

Mr.  Lyell  in  conclusion  offers  the  following  observations  :-— 

1.  That  the  extinct  animals  of  Bigbone  Lick  and  those  of  the  At- 
lantic border  in  the  Carolinas  and  in  Georgia  belong  to  the  same 
group,  the  identical  species  of  Mastodon  and  elephant  being  in  both 
cases  associated  with  the  horse,  and  while  we  have  the  Mylodon  and 
Megatherium  in  Georgia,  the  Megalonyx  is  stated  by  several  authors 
to  have  been  found  at  Bigbone  Lick. 

2.  On  both  sides  of  the  Appalachian  chain,  the  fossil  shells, 
whether  land  or  freshwater,  accompanying  the  bones  of  Mastodons, 
agree  with  species  of  MoUusca  now  inhabiting  the  same  regions. 

3.  Under  similar  circumstances  Mr.  Darwin  found  the  Mastodon 
and  horse  in  Entre  Rios,  near  the  Plata,  and  the  Megatherium,  Me- 
galonyx and  Mylodon,  together  with  the  horse,  in  Bahia  Blanca  in 
Patagonia;  these  South  American  remains  being  shown  by  their 
geological  position  to  be  of  later  date  than  certain  marine  Newer 
Pliocene,  and  Post-pliocene  strata.  Mr.  Darwin  also  ascertained 
that  some  extinct  animals  of  the  same  group  are  more  modem  in 
Patagonia  than  the  drift  with  erratics. 

4.  The  extinct  quadrupeds  before  alluded  to  in  the  United  States 
lived  after  the  deposition  of  the  northern  drift,  and  consequently  the 
coldness  of  climate  which  probably  coincided  in  date  with  the  trans- 
portation of  the  drift,  was  not  as  some  pretend  the  cause  of  their 
extinction. 
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BOTANICAL  80CIBTY  OF  LONDON. 

July  7th — J.  E.  Gray,  Esq.,  F.R.S.  &c..  President,  in  the  Chair. 

Read  "  Observations  on  Dicranum  Dillenii  (MSS.  T.  T.),"  by  Dr. 
Hiomas  Taylor. 

As  Dillenius  is  the  first  author  who  has  directed  the  attention  of 
botanists,  seventy- five  years  ago,  by  a  separate  paper,  to  the  present 
moss,  his  name  has  been  ascribed  to  it,  and  yet  it  is  plain  that  he, 
as  well  as  all  subsequent  muscologists,  have  confounded  it  with 
Dicranum  Scoparium  (Linn.).  Nor  is  this  without  excuse,  when  we 
consider  the  strong  resemblance  of  the  habit  of  both,  their  nearly 
equal  size,  their  very  general  occurrence  in  Europe  as  well  as  in  the 
northern  parts  of  America,  and  particularly  their  frequently  growing 
together  in  the  same  woods,  or  on  the  same  banks,  in  more  open 
and  mountainous  situations.  Besides,  the  present  plant  varies  very 
considerably  in  appearance,  so  that  the  one  state  well  figured  in 
*  English  Botany,'  t.  354,  as  Dicranum  Scoparium,  would  scarcely  be 
supposed  to  belong  to  the  same  species  as  another  state  equally  well 
represented  by  Schwsegrichen  in  his  '  Supplement,*  t.  42,  under  the 
same  name.  It  is  the  wide  limits  within  which  its  aspect  changes 
that  probably  weighed  with  the  editors  of  the  *  Muscologia  Britan- 
nica'  to  give  both  species,  well  represented,  as  varieties  only  of  2)i- 
craman  Scoparium.  Submitted,  however,  to  a  rigid  scrutiny.  Dr.  Tay- 
lor apprehended  that  the  following  distinctive  marks  would  be  found 
to  be  constant ;  and  if  so,  they  would  appear  to  be  both  sufficiently 
numerous  and  sufficiently  grave  to  establish  the  present  species. 

1.  Dicranum  Dillenii,  though  frequently  differing  in  size,  is  usually 
the  smaller  moss.  2.  Its  leaves  are  not  constantly  and  but  slightly 
turned  to  one  side,  while  in  Dicranum  Scoparium  they  are  more 
loosely  set  and  uniformly  falcato-secund.  3.  In  the  present  the  pe- 
dicels are  solitary,  in  the  other  aggregated  within  the  same  pericha* 
Hum,  4.  In  the  former  the  pedicels  are  opake,  even  immediately 
below  the  capsule  at  the  period  of  fiill  maturity ;  they  are  reddish 
below  and  brownish-yellow  above ;  while  in  the  latter,  even  when 
full-grown,  they  are  somewhat  pellucid  and  of  a  pale  straw-colour. 
5.  In  the  former  the  capsule  is  erect  below  and  slightly  curved 
above,  is  nearly  equal,  has  no  projecting  struma  yet,  with  an  apophy- 
sis pale  brown  when  ripe ;  in  the  latter  the  capsule  is  curved  even 
long  before  the  fall  of  the  calyptra,  is  very  unequal,  has  a  projecting 
Btruma,  and  is  green  when  just  ripe.  6.  In  the  former  the  opercu- 
lum  is  gradually  acuminated  and  fEdls  after  the  calyptra ;  while  in 
the  latter  the  operculum,  with  a  broad  base,  is  suddenly  acuminated, 
and  usually  falls  on  and  with  the  calyptra.  7.  In  Dicranum  Dillenii 
the  teeth  of  the  peristome  are  narrower  and  more  opake.  8.  The 
stem  is  often  interruptedly  leafy.  9.  The  leaves  are  shorter,  and  have 
their  points  less  curved.  10.  The  parts  of  fructification  are  greater 
in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  plant. 

In  the  museum  of  the  Society  occurs  a  Dicranum  from  Newfound- 
land, from  the  late  Mr.  Lambert's  herbarium,  which  being  barren, 
and  so  not  admitting  of  a  comparison  of  the  parts  of  fructification, 

Ann.  ^Maff.N.  Hist.  Vol.w.  K 
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Dr.  Taylor  would  not  venture  to  separate  firom  Dicranum  DUlenii,  and 
yet  its  densely  aggregated  and  shorter  stems,  its  shining  lustre  and 
its  less  patent  leaves,  would  demand  the  greatest  attention,  and 
would  indicate  it  as  at  least  a  very  remarkable  variety ;  but  when 
we  consider  its  leaves  shorter,  wider  in  the  lower  half,  and  their 
points  more  canaliculate,  with  their  nerve  serrated  at  the  back,  it 
must  be  confessed  its  claims  to  be  separated  are  very  strong. 

BOTANICAL  SOCIETY  OF  BDINBUBGH. 

This  Society  held  its  last  meeting  for  the  season  on  Thursday, 
July  1843.     President,  Dr.  NeiU,  in  the  Chair. 
The  following  papers  were  then  read  : — 

1.  "On  the  genera  Gomphonema  and  Meridian/'  by  Mr.  John 
Ralfis,  Penzance*. 

2.  **  On  four  new  species  of  British  Jungermannia  ♦,"  by  Thomas 
Taylor,  M.D.,  Dunkerron. 

3.  "  On  a  species  of  Fungus  found  imbedded  in  Peat,  near  Stir- 
ling."    (Communicated  by  Mr.  Peter  Mackenzie,  West  Plean. 

The  attention  of  botanists  has  recently  been  directed  to  the  im- 
portance of  studying  the  vegetable  remains  imbedded  in  peat- mosses, 
as  calculated  to  throw  light  on  the  early  vegetation  of  the  country, 
and  the  successive  changes  it  has  undergone.  For  this  object,  com- 
munications like  that  from  Mr.  Mackenzie  are  much  to  be  desired. 

A  letter  was  also  read  from  Dr.  Joseph  Dickson,  St.  Helier's,  Jer- 
sey, mentioning  some  interesting  additions  to  the  flora  of  that  island 
which  he  had  lately  discovered,  and  remarking,  that  he  felt  con- 
vinced it  contains  many  other  species  still  unknown  to  botanists. 

ZOOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

October  11,  1842.— R.  H.  Solly,  Esq*,  in  the  Chair. 

A  paper,  "  On  the  Blood- corpuscles  of  some  of  the  Struthionida,* 
by  George  Gulliver,  Esq.,  was  read. 

I  had  lately  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  blood  of  a  young 
Ostrich,  killed  by  accident  in  the  Society's  menagerie.  The  follow- 
ing measurements  of  the  corpuscles  are  expressed  in  vulgar  fractions 
of  an  English  inch : — ^The  average  length  of  the  discs  =  1-1649  inch, 
average  breadth  of  the  discs  =s  1-3000  inch,  thickness  of  the  discs 
=  1-9166  inch :  dimensions  of  the  nuclei,  exposed  by  dilute  acetic 
acid — length  =  1-3200  inch,  breadth  =  1-9166  inch,  diameter  of 
the  pale  globules  of  the  blood  =  1-3329  inch. 

I  have  given  several  measurements  of  the  blood-discs  of  the  Emu 
and  of  the  Rhea  in  the  *  Appendix  to  Oerber's  Anatomy,'  p.  77,  from 
which  the  following  averages  are  taken : — 

Emu  {Dromaius  Nova-Hollandus,  Vieill.). 
Length.  Breadth. 

1-1690  1-3031 

*  These  papers  YfUl  be  subsequently  given  at  full  length  in  thif  Journal. 
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American  Ostrich  (Rheu  Americana,  Briss.). 

Length.  Breadth. 

1-1898  1-3273 

A  compajison  of  these  measurements  will  show  that  the  hlood« 

discs  of  Uie  common  Ostrich  are  slightly  larger  than  those  of  the 

Emu  and  of  the  Rhea. 

Mr.  Fraser  laid  before  the  Meeting  some  new  species  of  Birds, 
constituting  part  of  his  collection  formed  at  Fernando  Po,  and  cha- 
racterised them  as  follows : — 

Platysteira  castanba.  Platy3»  vertice  genisque  cinereis,  tnento 
alho ;  dor$Oj  alts  superni^,  guld  et  pectore  castanets  /  abdomine  alba, 
appendiculis  carnosis  circum  ocutos  rubris ;  rostro  nigro  iridibus 
rufescenti'/uscis;  tarsis  ccsruleo^purpurescentibus. 

Inter  sexus  hand  coloris  diversitas. 

Long.  tot.  Z^  unc. ;  rostri,  -^ ;  alae,  2-,% ;  caudee,  -flj ;  tarsi,  ^. 

Hah,  Clarence,  Fernando  Po. 

Found  among  the  branches  of  the  naked  trees  in  June,  sometimes 
in  pairs ;  they  are  short  and  thick  in  form,  the  feathering  being  of 
downy  nature.     Its  note  is  short. 

Tins  bird  differs  from  Jardine  and  Selby's  Platyrhynchus  Desma* 
restii.  111.  Om.,  vol.  i.  pi.  9.  fig.  2,  in  having  the  chestnut  back  and 
wings  and  the  short  black  tail. 

Platystbira  lbucoptgialis.     Platys.  {mas)  capite,  gents,  colh, 
dorso,  alts,  caudd  et  vittd  latd  pectorali,  sic  et/emoribus  e  c€sruleo 
nigris,  uropygio,  guld  et  abdomine  albis. 
Long.  tot.  4  unc. ;  rostri,  A ;  alse,  2^ ;  caudae,  -j^ ;  tarsi,  ^. 
Hab.  Clarence,  Fernando  ro. 
Found  in  the  same  situations  as  P.  castanea. 
Fleshy  appendages  around  the  eye,  red;  irides,  red  hazel;  bill, 
black ;  legs,  purplish :  the  gizzard  contained  insects. 

This  bird  differs  from  Jardine  and  Selby's  Platyrhynchus  cottaris, 
111.  Orn.,  vol.  i.  pi.  9.  fig.  1,  in  having  a  white  rump,  the  wings  en- 
tirely black,  the  band  across  the  chest  much  broader,  and  the  fleshy 
appendiige  aitmnd  the  eye  red. 
Plocbus  collabis.    P/oe.  vertice,  capitis  lateribus,  et  mento,  nigris, 
torque  collari  lata,  castaneo ;  rostro  nigro,  tarsis  fiiscescentibus, 
reliqtns  partibus  aurantiaco,  oUvaceo  et  fuscescente  variegatis, 
ferk  ut  in  Ploceo  textore  {vide  Ploceus  Textor,  Swains.), 
Long.  tot.  1-^  unc. ;  rostri,  1-j^ ;  ala,  4  ;  caudse,  3| ;  tarsi,  1^. 
Hab;,  apud  Insulam  St.  Thomas,  Afric.  occid. 
This  bird  differs  from  P.  textor  in  being  of  a  greater  size,  in  having 
the  chestnut  collar  encircling  the  neck,  and  the  general  colouring  of 
the  body  being  less  vivid. 

EuPLBCTEs  BUFOVBLATUS.     Euplcc,  {mas)  vcrticc  et  nuchd,  nitidh 
rubris,  colore  rubro  in  latera  colli  ducto ;  corpore  in  toto  nigro, 
iridibus  e  corylo  rubris,  tarsis  et  rostro  nigris. 
Long.  tot.  7  unc. ;  rostri,  1 ;  alae,  4 ;  caudee,  2^ ;  tarsi,  1. 
Hob,  Clarence,  Fernando  Po. 
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A  very  good  songster.  These  birds,  alUiough  in  deep  moult  Qn 
June),  appeared  to  be  pairing.  One  specimen  ivas  shot  from  the  top 
of  a  very  lofty  tree,  the  others  much  nearer  the  ground.  In  an  i^ 
parently  young  male  the  black  extends  across  the  forehead. 

October  25.— William  Yarrell,  Esq.,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

Prof.  Owen  exhibited  a  specimen  of  the  Pearly  Nautilus  (NautUus 
Pontius),  animal  and  shell,  obtained  by  Capt.  £.  Belcher,  R.N.,  at 
Amboina.  Prof.  Owen  alluded  to  the  fact  of  the  specimen  described 
by  him  in  1B32  having  been  detached  from  the  shell,  which  was  de- 
stroyed in  its  capture,  and  to  the  analogies  which  had  guided  him  in 
determining  the  position  in  which  he  had  restored  the  soft  parts  to 
the  shell,  and  figured  them,  in  situ,  in  his  memoir.  Objections  had 
been  made  to  this  restoration  by  Mr.  Gray*  and  by  Dr.  Grantf  and 
De  Blainvillet,  who  were  led  by  other  analogies  to  believe  that  the 
upper  or  outer  lip  of  the  shell  must  have  crossed  the  back  of  the  head, 
instead  of  crossing  the  opposite  side  or  funnel,  as  represented  by 
Mr.  Owen.  M.  Valenciennes,  who  had  subsequently  received  the  soft 
parts  of  a  Nautilus,  had  adopted  the  position  assigned  to  them  in  the 
shell  by  Mr.  Owen. 

The  present  example,  in  which  the  animal  had  been  restored  by 
Capt.  Belcher  to  its  shell  in  precisely  the  same  position  in  which  it 
was  received  by  him,  when  recent,  closely  agreed  with  the  descrip- 
tion and  figure  in  Prof.  Owen's  work§.  The  involuted  spire  of  the 
shell  is  covered  by  the  dorsal  fold  of  the  mantle,  aud  is  lodged  in 
the  concavity  at  the  back  of  the  muscular  plate  above  the  head.  The 
funnel  rests  upon  the  outer  wall  of  the  large  chamber  containing  the 
animaL 

A  paper  by  G.  B.  Sowerby,  Esq.,  Jun.,  containing  descriptions  of 
two  new  species  of  shells  belonging  to  the  genus  Strombus,  was  then 
read.  The  specimens  were  collected  by  the  Society's  Corresponding 
Member,  H.  Cuming,  Esq.,  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  and  exhibited 
by  that  gentleman  to  the  Meeting. 

Strombus  crispatus.  Sow.  Jun.,  Thes.  Conch,  part  i.  pi.  8.  f.  62, 
63.  Str,  testd  turritd,fusiformi,  concentrick  plicatd,  spiraliter 
striatd ;  aperturd  ovali,  postick  in  canalem  brevem  crispatam  desi- 
nente ;  antick  canali  brevi  rostratd ;  labio  externa  crasso,  crenu^ 
lato  ;  labio  intemo  crasso  ;  operculo  lateraliter  serrato. 
Long.  1-5 ;  lat.  040  poll. 

Hab,  Ins.  Luzon,  Panay,  et  Bureas,  Philippinarum.  H.  Cuming 
l^t. 

A  finely  sculptured  species  resembling  the  well-known  Str.fissu- 
rella,  but  rather  more  ventricose,  with  the  edges  of  the  posterior 
canal  free,  rather  short,  and  coiled  at  the  extremity.  The  colour  is 
pale  straw,  with  three  brown  bands  across  the  body  whorl. 

•  Phil.  Trans.  1833,  p.  774.  f  Lancet,  Dec.  28, 1833,  pp.  506,  509. 

X  Nouvellcs  Animales  du  Museum,  torn.  iii.  p.  7. 

I  Memoir  on  the  Nautilus  Pompilim,  4  to,  1832  j  published  by  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons. 
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Steombus  BULBULU8,  Sow.  Jun.,  Thes.  Conch,  part  i.  pi.  9.  f.  81, 
82,  83.  Str.  testd  ovali  oblongd,  lavi,  spird  brevi;  anfractu  «/- 
thno  antich  obliqu^  truncato  ;  aperturd  intern^  usque  ad  marginem 
etriatd;  iabio  extemo  vis  expanto^  paululdm  incraseato ;  $inu 
amtico  invaiido ;  Iabio  intemo  valido. 

Long.  1*45 ;  lat.  0*60  poll. 

Hab»  Ins.  Fliilippinae.     H.  Cuming  legit. 

This  species  differs  from  S,  TerebellaiuM  in  being  more  ventricose, 
in  haying  the  strin  in  the  aperture  extended  to  the  outer  margin,  and 
in  having  the  inner  lip  more  distinct. 

Mr.  Fraser  communicated  to  the  Meeting  the  following  descrip- 
tions of  new  species  of  Birds,  constituting  part  of  the  collection  he 
had  formed  in  the  Niger  expedition ; — 

Peiecamue  rufescene,  Gmel.,  vol.  i.  part  2.  p.  671.  sp.  13;  Lath. 
Qen.  Hist.,  vol.  x.  p.  404.  sp.  8 ;  Riipp.  Atlas,  vol.  ii.  taf.  21. 

This  specimen  was  killed  at  Egga,  in  which  place  it  was  seen  in 
large  flodcs  in  the  month  of  October.  This  was  the  highest  point  to 
which  the  Niger  expedition  ascended.  The  specimen  in  question 
was  killed  by  the  late  W.  C.  Willie.  Esq.,  mate  of  H.M.S.V.  Albert, 
and  presented  to  Mr.  Fraser  by  lieut.  J.  W.  Fairholme,  R.N.,  of 
the  same  expedition. 

Sylvia  badicbps.  Sylv,  (mas)  vertice  cinnamominOy  plumis  am- 
ricularibus  et  corpore  svperiore  cinereis ;  ali$  cauddque  e  cinereo 
fuscis;  gems  guld,  tectricibusque  alarum  inferioribus  albi8;fascid 
pectorali  nigrd ;  corpore  inferiore  cinereo  ^  apud  medium  ptdiidiore, 
Iridibus  e  coryUhfuscia  tarsis  flavis. 

Long.  tot.  3|§  unc ;  rostri,  6^ ;  alas,  2-^ ;  caudae,  1-^^ ;  tarsi,  ^. 

Hab,  Clarence,  Fernando  Po. 

A  small  beetle  was  found  in  the  stomach. 

CoccoTHBAUSTXs  oLiVACBus.  Coccotk,  capitc,  coUo,  pcctorc,  dorso, 
alarum  teciricibus,  corporisque  lateribus  saturate  oHvaceo-viridt- 
bus;  hdc  colore  ad  uropygium,  femora  et  caudam,  tectricibus  ala- 
rum inferioribus f  secundariis,  rectricumque  cauda  apicibus  flavis  ; 
primariis  nigris,  ad  apicem  fiavescenti-albis ;  secundariis  in  medid 
parte  nigris,  ad  marginem  internum  albis,  ad  apicem  flavescentibus  ; 
rostro  tarsisque  flavis. 

Long.  tot.  7^  unc. ;  rostri,  ^ ;  alse,  2f ;  caudae,  2 ;  tarsi,  -p^, 

Hab.  Clarence,  Fernando  Po. 

NioritX  fusconotus.     Nigr,  capite,  collo,  tectricibus  cauda,  sic 
et  rectricibus  nitid^  nigris;  dorso,  et  plumis  scapularibus  cinereo- 
fuscis ;  alis  nigrescentibus ;  corpore  inferiore  sordid^  albo,  rostro 
tarsisque  nigris,  iridibus  e  corylo-fuscis. 
Long.  tot.  4\  unc. ;  rostri,  \ ;  alse,  2^ ;  caudse,  2 ;  tarsi,  |. 
Hab,  Clarence,  Fernando  Po. 

Mr.  Fraser  stated  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  bird  above  described 
belonged  to  the  FringUlida.  It  certainly  appertains  to  the  genus 
characterized  by  Mr.  Strickland  in  the  '  Proceedings'  for  April  1841, 
p.  30,  under  the  title  ^tMops.    This  genus  was  founded  upon  a  bird 
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(JSiMops  canicapillus)  also  from  Fernando  Po,  speoioaenB  of  vhich 
Mr.  Fraser  had  obtained  and  exhibited  to  the  Meeting.  Finding  the 
generic  name  JEthiops  had  been  previously  used  for  a  ge^us  of 
Monkeys,  Mr.  Fraser  had  been  requested  by  Mr.  Strickland  to  sub- 
stitute for  it  the  new  generic  title  Nigrita,  The  species  described 
by  the  gentleman  last  mentioned  will  therefore  ^taiid  as  NigrUa  ca- 
nicapillus,  Strickl. 

AMAniNA  PoBNsis.     Atuod,  nitidh  nigra,  primarHs  guiiatis,  secun- 
darOs  uropygia,  plumisque  laterihus  al^-fasdaiis ;  ahdomine,  tec- 
tricibus  alarum  inferiorihus,  erissoque  alhii ;  iridikuM  0  corylo- 
*       fuscis ;  rostra  caruleo ;  iarsis  mgris. 

Long.  tot.  4  unc. ;  rostri,  J;  alse,  2;  caudae,  If;  tarsi,  |. 
Hob,  Clarence,  Fernando  Fo. 

Very  common  about  Clarence,  in  flocks  of  about  fifty  ;  their  note 
is  *  tweet-tweet.'    The  young  have  a  brownish  cast ;  they  feed  en- 
tirely upon  seeds  of  the  three-forked  grass.    The  sexes  do  not  difler. 
Amadina  bicolor.     Amad.  (mas)  corpore  superiore,  pectore,  e^ 
lateribus  nigris ;  abdomine,  tectricibus  alarum  inferioribus,  cris- 
soque  albis ;  rostra  caruleo ;  tarsis  nigris. 
Focm.  vel  Jun,:  colore  fusco.frante  gents,  guldque  nigresceniibus  i 

lateribus  et  urapygio  indistinct^  albo^fasdatis. 
Long.  tot.  4  unc. ;  rostri,  § ;  alae,  2 ;  caudse.  If ;  tarsi,  f . 
Hah.  apud  promontorium  Uape  Palmas  dictum. 
A  third  specimen,  which  is  smaller,  b  entirely  brown,  without 
any  indication  of  the  white  marks. 

Common  in  the  roofs  of  the  huts  belonging  to  the  fish-men  of  Cape 
Palmas,  in  which  situation  they  breed  and  commit  much  mischief, 
like  our  domestic  sparrow  (Pyrgita  domestica,  Cuv.).  The  native 
name  is  Saybue. 

This  differs  from  Amadina  Poensis  in  the  absence,  in  tiie  adult,  of 
the  white  markings  on  the  iinngs,  rump,  and  sides. 

Mr.  Waterhouse  exhibited  and  described  two  new  species  of  Mouse, 
one  collected  in  the  Philippine  Islands  by  H.  Cuming,  Bsq.,  and  the 
other  forming  part  of  Mr.  Gould's  Australian  collection. 

Mus  CASTANRUs.   Mus  intens^  castaneus,  corpore  subtits  paUidiare  ; 
caudd  corpore  cum  capite  longiore ;  auribus  mediocribus. 

unc.   )in. 
Longitudo  ab  apice  rostri  ad  caudse  basin. ...     2     7 

ad  basin  auris  ....     G     8 

— —  tarsi  digitarumque 0*   7i 

r-  tturis 0    44 

caud^ 3    0 

Hab.  ad  Insulas  Philippinarum. 

This  little  mouse  is  remarkable  for  its  nearly  uniform  deep  and 
rich  chestnut-brown  colour,  at  least  such  is  the  tint  it  presents  in 
spirits ;  the  under  parts  of  the  body  are  rather  paler  than  the  upper ; 
the  feet  and  tail  are  uniform  in  hue  with  the  body.  Compared  with 
the  common  mouse  (M.  musculus),  it  differs  in  being  smaller,  in 
having  the  rostrum  more  slender,  and  the  tail  proportionately  longer, 
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M0t  NeyjB«HoLiAin>i«,  Mum  ntprii  cmmi  /Um$$<iente'lmmiui  i 
corpore  subiUgpetHbu^que  uibi§ ;  aurilnu  w^eiiocribui ;  caudd  fuoud 
UmgUudmem  carpus /er^  efwmte. 

one.  lin. 
LoDgitudo  ab  apice  rostri  ad  caude  basin. . , .     3    0 

'  '"       caudfie,  oirciter  , . . , 2    0 

—  tarsi  digitorumqus ,,,,,,,,.,..,,     0    9^ 

Hob,  New  South  Wales. 

This  moose  was  found,  together  with  two  young  specimens,  under 
a  large  slab  of  bark  at  Yarrundi,  Upper  Hunter,  New  South  Wales, 
In  size  and  colouring  it  approaches  most  nearly  to  the  Mus  sylvtUious, 
but  its  tail  is  oopsiderably  shorter  than  in  that  animal.  In  the  form 
c^  the  skull  the  present  species  also  approaches  the  M.  sylvaiicus^ 
but  the  nasal  portion  oi  the  cranium  is  shorter ;  the  molar  teeth  are 
of  the  same  structure,  but  apparently  rather  larger  in  pn^rtion* 
The  fur  is  rather  long  and  very  soft ;  on  the  upper  parts  the  hairs 
ore  of  a  de^  grey  colour,  tipped  with  brownish  yellow ;  on  the  belly 
the  hairs  are  of  a  less  deep  grey  colour  next  the  skin,  and  white  ex- 
ternally. The  tarsi  are  rather  long  and  slender.  Tlie  tail  is  white 
bepeath  and  dusky  above. 

November  8. — R.  G.  Griffith,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair* 

An  extract  oi  a  letter  from  the  Society's  President,  the  Barl  of 
Derby,  was  read.  His  Lcnrdship  observes,  with  reference  to  some 
young  Rheas  hatched  in  the  menagerie,  that  the  eggs  were  laid  in 
one  of  his  Lordship's  paddocks,  and  were  collected  into  a  nest  by  the 
male  bird,  who  sat  upon  them  very  perseveringly  until  the  keeper, 
thinking  the  spot  selected  was  too  exposed,  removed  the  eggs  and 
placed  U)em  under  some  Turkeys.  They  were  ultimately,  however, 
placed  in  Mr.  Appleyard's  hatching  apparatus,  and  in  about  a  week 
oat  ten  days  were  hatched.  The  letter  moreover  announces  the  safe 
arrival  of  three  Blands  (Antiiope  Oreus,  Pall.)  in  his  Lordship's  me« 
nagerie. 

A  memour  on  the  anatomy  of  a  species  of  Caljfptr^ea  with  a  ven- 
tral shelly  valve  {Lithedapkus  iongirostris,  Ow.),  by  Prof.  Owen,  vros 
then  read.  The  normal  valve  secreted  by  the  Lithedapkus  resembles 
a  Cafyptraa,  and  indeed  is  possibly  a  variety  of  the  Cdyptr^sa 
9fuestris  of  authors ;  but  the  animal  is  inclosed,  like  the  Acepha- 
lous Mollusks,  in  a  bivalve  shell.  The  additional  plate,  in  the 
present  instance,  Professor  Owen  shows  to  be  connected  with  a  mo- 
dification in  the  organization  of  the  animal  which  establishes  its 
claim  to  a  subgeneric  distinction  among  the  Cafyptrmda,  The 
specimens  dissected  were  collected  by  H.  Cuming,  Esq.  in  the  Phi- 
lippine Islands,  and  the  circumstances  connected  with  diis  discovery 
are  recorded  by  that  gentleman  in  the  *  Conchologia  Systematica'  ai 
Mr.  L.  Reeve  (vol.  ii.  p.  31), 

"  Lithedapkus  differs  from  all  previously  described  Calyptraida  in 
some  well-marked  external  characters  of  its  soft  parts.  The  head, 
instead  of  being  short,  broad  and  flat,  is  long  and  subcylindrical ; 
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the  part  anterior  to  the  tentacles  being  produced  in  the  form  of  a 
proboscis,  equalling  in  length  the  whole  body  behind  it,  and  termi- 
nated by  a  clavate  extremity.  The  tentacles  or  antennae  are  of  pro- 
portional length,  reaching,  in  some  specimens,  to  the  beginning  of 
the  terminal  expansion  of  the  proboscis.  The  second  external  cha- 
racter is  a  moderately  long  subcompressed  process,  projecting  for- 
wards between  the  head  and  the  anterior  margin  of  the  foot,  like  a 
second  head,  but  consisting  only  of  a  soft  duplicature  of  the  mantle, 
with  muscular  fibres  for  protraction  and  retraction.  In  some  speci- 
mens the  apex  of  this  process  was  expanded  and  a  little  produced  on 
each  side. 

"  The  foot,  in  the  specimens  examined,  was  much  smaller  in  pro- 
portion than  in  Calyptr^ea  or  Calypeopsis ;  it  presents  a  subcircular 
form,  as  in  Col,  Sinensis,  but  only  equals  half  the  diameter  of  the 
entire  body*  ;  its  whole  marg^  is  free,  not  produced  anteriorly  into 
lobes,  as  in  Calypeopsis.  The  dorsal  surface  of  the  mantle  is  im- 
pressed with  a  deep  horse-shoe  fissure,  receiving  the  internal  plate 
of  the  upper  shell.  The  aperture  of  the  branchial  chamber  extends 
transversely  across  the  back  of  the  head,  but  conducts  to  a  cavity  of 
unusually  small  extent.  The  contained  breathing  organs  differ  not 
merely  in  relative  size,  but  likewise  very  remarkably  in  structure, 
from  the  previously  dissected  CafyptraicUe,  In  these  the  branchiss 
consist  of  a  single  series  of  simple,  elongated,  dose-set  and  very 
numerous  filaments,  extending  along  the  left  side  of  the  body  in 
Calyptraa  Sinensis,  and  making  the  tour  of  the  mantle  in  the  Co/y- 
peopsis.  In  Lithedaphus  the  branchiae  consist  of  two  short  parallel 
rows  of  conical,  subcompressed,  plicated  vascular  processes,  twelve 
to  fourteen  in  each  row,  and  limited,  like  the  branchial  cavity,  to  the 
anterior  part  of  the  dorsal  aspect  of  the  body.  The  heart,  lodged  in 
a  wide  pericardium,  and  consisting  of  a  large  auricle  with  thin,  sub- 
transparent  walls,  and  a  small,  opake,  conical  ventricle,  is  situated 
at  the  left  extremity  of  the  branchial  chamber,  receiving  the  branchial 
veins,  and  sending  its  largest  artery  to  the  ovarium,  which,  in  the 
specimen  dissected,  formed  the  left  portion  of  the  visceral  mass. 
The  oviduct,  at  first  slender  and  convoluted,  expands  on  the  right 
side,  where  it  is  disposed  in  three  long  folds,  which  were  laden  with 
unusually  large  elliptical  ova.  At  its  termination,  close  to  the 
branchial  orifice,  there  is  an  oval  mucous  gland,  and  a  short  conical 
filament  projects  from  the  inner  surface  of  the  mantie.  The  proboscis 
is  surrounded  by  a  thick  muscular  tunic,  inclosing  a  long,  rasp- 

*  It  18  here  described  as  contracted  in  specimens  preserved  in  spirit,  the 
specimens  of  Calyptraa  and  Calypeopm  compared  with  it  being  in  the 
some  state.  It  is,  doubtless,  expanded  in  the  living  animal,  as  a  thin,  mus- 
cular and  secreting  disk  over  the  basal  plate.  Much  sharp  criticism  has 
been  expended  on  the  genus  Gastroplax,  De  Blainville.  it  was  founded 
in  error,  no  doubt ;  but  future  conchologists,  who  may  be  tempted  to  cast  a 
reflection  on  its  author,  should  remember  that  he  has  rendered  services  to 
Conchology  such  as  few  can  hope  to  rival,  and  will  do  well  to  bear  in  mind, 
that  the  secretion  of  a  shelly  valve  by  the  foot  of  a  gastropod  is  not  only  a 
possibility,  but  is  a  reality  in  nature. 
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like,  homy  tongue,  and  at  its  base  are  two  simple  salivary  follicles. 
The  oBflophagus  expands  into  a  small  stomach,  imbedded  in  a  follicu- 
lar liver.  The  intestinal  canal  is  more  complicated  than  in  Calyptr^ta 
or  Calypeopsis ;  it  bends  towards  the  left  side,  and  there  forms  a 
small  mass  of  double  spiral  coils,  five  or  six  in  number,  from  which 
the  rectum  is  continued  along  the  floor  of  the  branchial  chamber,  in 
the  interspace  of  the  gills,  to  the  outlet  of  that  chamber  on  the  right 
side  of  the  neck. 

*'  The  nervous  system  is  chiefly  distingmshed  from  that  of  the  Ca- 
bfpeopsit  by  the  larger  relative  size  and  closer  approximation  of  the 
suprarcesophageal  ganglions,  which  here  equal  the  inferior  masses. 
Blades  the  chords  connecting  the  upper  with  the  lower  ganglions, 
the  upper  ganglions  give  off  each  three  nerves:  the  largest  runs 
forward  in  a  zigzag  course  to  the  clavate  mouth ;  the  second  supplies 
the  substance  of  the  tentacle ;  the  third,  a  slender  nerve,  goes  to  the 
minute  eye-speck  on  the  outer  side  of  the  base  of  the  tentacle.  The 
wavy  disposition  of  these  nerves,  especially  of  the  rostral  pair,  clearly 
indicates  a  provision  for  considerable  elongation  of  the  parts  which 
they  supply. 

"  Thus  the  genus  Lithedaphus  differs  from  the  other  known  forms 
of  the  Calyptrmda  in  the  smaller  development  of  its  locomotive  and 
respiratory  organs,  and  in  the  greater  development  of  the  organs  for 
the  prehension  and  assimilation  of  food. 

•\Probably  no  oyster,  cemented  to  its  native  rock,  is  more  fettered 
in  its  movements  than  this  highly  developed  gastropod,  to  which, 
however,  a  voluntary  detachment  of  the  foot  from  the  gastric  plate 
may  be  possible.  M.  Dufo  however  testifies  that  the  only  move- 
ment he  was  able  to  recognise  in  his  Calyptraa  Roissii  was  an  ele- 
vation of  the  anterior  part  of  the  shell,  and  a  corresponding  separa- 
ti(m  of  it  from  the  supporting  plate  beneath. 

"  The  circumstances  under  which  Mr.  Cuming  discovered  his  spe- 
cimens would  hardly  be  consistent  with  a  greater  extent  of  motion. 
The  foot,  therefore,  whose  normal  functions  as  an  instrument  for 
traversing  space  must  be  restricted  to  the  early  age  of  the  LithedO' 
phus,  may  well  offer  diminished  proportions  when  the  animal  has 
chosen  a  site  for  the  deposition  of  its  ventral  plate  and  has  taken, up 
a  fixed  abode.  Muscular  action  being  thenceforward  much  restricted, 
the  necessity  for  extensive  respiration  is  in  the  same  degree  abolished. 
The  compensation  for  this  abrogation  of  the  power  of  moving  about 
in  quest  of  food  is  obviously  the  great  development  of  the  proboscidi- 
form  head,  which,  when  outstretched  in  the  living  mollusk,  must 
appear  like  some  worm  moving  to  and  fro  from  between  the  valves 
of  the  shell.  The  tactile  organs  of  sense  are  co-extended  with  the 
prehensile  organ ;  but  the  eyes,  so  useful  to  the  young  wandering 
mollusk,  have  much  shrunk  in  the  sedentary  aged  ;  and  the  complete 
elaboration  of  whatever  nutriment  may  be  introduced  into  the  system 
has  been  provided  for  by  the  long  and  convoluted  alimentary  canal. 

"  These  facts  in  the  anatomy  of  the  Lithedaphus,  and  their  harmo- 
nious adjustment  to  its  peculiar  condition  as  a  sessile  gastropod  in- 
closed in  a  bivalve  shell,  leave  scarcely  any  doubt  as  to  this  state. 
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strange  and  anomalous  though  it  may  seem,  being  essential  to  its 
nature  and  of  original  design. 

**  For  assuming  that  the  secretion  of  a  ventral  plate  may  be  ex- 
cited by  some  accidental  position  of  an  individual  of  a  species  not 
commonly  possessing  such  plate,  it  would  be  an  extreme  hjrpotheais 
to  attribute  to  the  consequent  abrogation  of  the  locomotive  power  a 
gradual  and  progressive  elongation  of  the  head,  during  successive 
endeavours  on  the  part  of  the  imprisoned  moUusk  to  attain  whatever 
food  might  come  within  its  reach. 

'*  And  admitting  that,  the  supplies  of  food  being  casual  and  scanty, 
the  nutriment  would  require  to  be  longer  retained  and  more  com- 
pletely assimilated,  to  conclude  that  the  alimentary  canal  thereupon 
acquired  additional  convolutions,  would  be  still  more  hazardous. 
But  when  we  find  that,  the  demands  upon  the  respiratory  acticms 
being  much  diminished  after  the  loss  of  locomotion,  the  branchial 
apparatus  does  not  merely  present  an  atrophied  state  of  its  usual 
structure  in  the  free  Caiyptrmd€e,  but  a  different  condition  of  that 
structure,— two  very  short  gills  replacing  one  very  extensive  one, 
and  the  form  of  the  branchial  filaments  being  quite  different, — the 
conclusion  seems  unavoidable,  that  the  LitheduphM  is  a  good  and 
constant  genus,  created  with  reference  to  that  peculiar  mode  of  life 
to  which  its  bivalve  shell  and  other  generic  characters  as  a  Calyp- 
traeidan  are  correlated." 

The  next  paper  read  was  also  from  Prof.  Owen,  and  contains  an 
account  of  the  anatomy  of  the  Pholadomya  Candida.  The  genus 
Pholadomya  was  founded  by  G.  B.  Sowerby,  upon  certain  peculiaiitiea 
observable  in  the  structure  of  a  shell  which  in  some  of  its  charaeters 
approaches  the  genera  Solen,  Pholas,  and  Mya.  The  animal  exhibits 
the  ordinary  characters  of  the  Acephala  incluaa  of  Cuvier,  being 
everywhere  shut  up  in  a  mantle  which  gives  issue  only  to  the  siphonic 
tube  and  the  foot ;  it  presents,  however,  in  addition  to  the  peded  and 
the  two  siphonic  apertures,  a  fourth  orifice,  at  the  under  part  of  the 
siphon,  which  is  of  small  size  and  circular  form.  This  orifice  alone, 
observes  Prof,  Owen,  is  sufficient  to  distinguish  the  present  moUusk 
ft-om  any  known  genus  of  the  Incfusa.  It  would  seem  to  be  an  inlet 
for  respiratory  currents,  supplementary  to  the  ordinary  ventral  siphon. 
The  animal,  compared  with  that  of  the  Panopaa  australis,  the  cha- 
racters of  which  are  detailed  by  M.  Valenciennes,  is  distinguishable 
not  only  by  an  accessory  bifurcate  foot  and  valvular  aperture,  but 
by  its  undivided  branchiee  and  some  other  less  marked  characters; 
nevertheless  the  afi&nity  to  Panapaa,  as  indicated  by  the  hinge  of  the 
shell,  is  illustrated  by  a  closer  general  resemblance  of  its  soft  parts 
to  that  genus  than  to  Mya,  Solen,  or  Pholas.  These  two  piq)ers« 
from  the  pen  of  Prof.  Owen,  and  of  which  the  above  is  a  brief  abs- 
tract, are  illustrated  with  beautifully  executed  drawings. 

Dr.  Pfeiffer's  descriptions  of  new  species  of  Shells  collected  by 
H.  Cuming,  Esq.  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  were  then  read, 

Hblix  OBOMTonBS.      Hei.  testd  imperfaratd,  dqtressOf^lokaad, 
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immMmd,  pMuMd,  eHv9e0e'/ulv4,  t^e  mtih^ed ;  anfmetUms 
4  planiusculis,  ultimo  magno,  medio  fascid  laid  alhd  ciiguluto  et 
epidermide  tenuissimd  cinerascente  faseiatim  orwiio ;  coltmelld 
perobiiqud,  latd,  Mdf  tiperturd  hmato^ovulii  pmMiomate  nm- 
pHei,  0jepan9Q,  wwrfme  nifo^viola^eente. 

Diam.  1^  poU. ;  oltit.  IQi  Un, 

Hak.  Gagayan,  pfcmnce  Misaous  of  the  island  Mindanao.  Found 
on  lea?^  of  tareea. 

Hblix  lahgvida.  Hei,  tettd  imper/oratd,  §hbo$d,  tenuiusculd, 
regulartten  et  con/ertim  obliqut  striatd,  apice  obtuso  lute»ce»te,  an' 
Jraeiu  ultimo  rufo,  epidermide  hydrophaud  cineraecente  indutd 
albO'lineolatd,  bast  nudo,  nitido ;  suturd  lined  fused  nitidd,  notatd; 
anfractibus  4^  convexiuscttlis ;  columelld  jverticali,  aibo-oaliosd ; 
aperturd  subovaH ;  perisiomate  ,  .  .  ,  ? 

Diam.  et  altit.  15  lin. 

TwQ  epedmens  only  were  fo^nd,  not  yet  perfect,  on  leaves  of 
palms  in  the  island  of  Siquijor.  These  resemble  some  of  the  varieties 
of  Buiimus  metiBformiSf  but  are  more  globular. 

Hblix  Bulla,  Pf .  an  Nanina  ?  Hel.  testd  subperfbraid,  ghboao' 
depressd,  tenuissimd,  pellucidd,  striis  confertis  spiralibus  et  obli' 
quis  minutissnnb  decussatd,  subcarinatd,  pallidhjuhd,  ad  oarinam 
rufO'Ctnguhttd ;  suturd  vis  impressd;  spird  parhm  essertd ;  an- 
fraetibus  4  pUmiuscuHs ;  aperturd  hnato-rotundatd,  tn/iU  marga- 
ri$aced,  umfusciatd;  perisiomate  simpHci,  mar§fiue  supero  intror* 
sitmflexQ,  eolutneliari  vix  espansa. 

Diam.  1*60;  altit.  0*90  poll. 

Hab.  Frovincia  Albay  insulse  Lugon. 

In  form  it  resembles  Nanina  bistrialis,  Beck. 

Helix  fhloiodes.  HeL  testd  imperforatd,  depressd,  solidd,  sub 
fpidermide  corticind  (strigis  saturatioribus  varieaatd),  nitido  nigri- 
canti-ru/d;  spird  subplanulaid ;  suturd  j^rofundd  ;  anfractibus  4i 
convexis ;  columelld  subrectd,  perobliqud,  subexcavatd ;  aperturd 
lat^  lunari,  intHs  lividd;  peristomate  incrassato,  reflexo,fiisco, 

Diam.  14j ;  altit.  9  lin. 

Hab.  Argao  (island  of  Zebu)  :  on  leaves  of  trees. 

lisiax  TBP¥[B0DE8.  HeL  testd  imperforatd,  subglabosd,  solidd, 
pouderosd,  super^  rufd,  strigis  latis  epidermidis  cineree  hydro- 
pban^fer^  obductd,  basi  stramined»  rufo-fasciatd ;  anfractibis  4^ 
convexis,  supremis  depressis,  denudatis,  rufescentibus ;  columelld 
latd,  albd,  subarcuatd ;  aperturd  lunato»(^bict/^lari,  intiis  albd ; 
Pfiristomaie  simpHci,  refiexo. 

Diam.  19  ;  altit.  15^  lin. 

Hab.  Sual  (province  of  Pangasinan,  Lu^on)  :  on  leaves  of  bushes. 

Helix  unica.  Hel.  testd  imperforatd,  globasd,  solidiusculd,  obliquk 
striatuld,  albidd ;  suturd  profundd ;  anfractibus  5^  infiatis,  supre- 
mis planiuscuUs :  columelld  profundi  intrants,  arcuatd,  subcana- 
Ucu^^i  fg^turd perobliqud,  suborbiculari^  inti^ts  albd;  peristo- 
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mate  lath  expanso,  hast  tHcrassato,  uUiufuhndo,  marginihus  «p- 

prtmmatis. 
Diam.  19 ;  altit.  14|  lin. 
Hob,  Samboanga,  of  the  island  of  Mindanao. 
This  species,  of  which  no  more  than  one  specimen  was  found,  is 
very  similar  to  Hel,  mammilla,  figured  by  F^russac  and  by  Quoy  and 
Gaimard,  but  the  shell  is  almost  smooth  and  quite  imperforated. 
BuLiMUS  cocHLiODES.     Bul,  testd  imper/oratd,  turritd,  solidd,  oh* 

lique  irregulariter  striatd,  apice  obtusiusculd,  tdbidd ;  stUurd  tm- 

pressd ;  anfractibus  9  planiusculis  ;  ultimo  ^  longitudims  wquante ; 

columelld  submcrassatd  ;  aperturd  oblongO'Ovali ;  peristomate  sim- 

pUci,  recto. 
Long.  2  poll. ;  diam.  6  lin. 
One  specimen  was  found  at  the  island  of  Cuyo. 

BuLiMus  CuTOENSis.  BuL  testd  subperforatd,  ovato-pyranUdatd^ 
glabriusculd,  nitiduld,  cinnamomeo-fulvldd,  strigis  flexuosis  pallu 
dioribus  etfasdd  unicd  ru/escente  omatd ;  suiurd  lavi ;  anfractibus 
5^  planiusculis,  ultimo  i  longitudims  vix  superanie;  columelld 
brevi,  incrassatd,  late  reflexd;  aperturd  ovali;  peristomate  tenui, 
partlm  expanse. 

Long.  15 ;  diam.  1\  lin. 

Hab,  Island  of  Cuyo.    One  specimen  was  found,  on  leaves  of  trees. 

BuLiMUS  BFFUsus.  Bul,  testd  imper/oratd,  ovatd,  solidiusculd,  oh* 
liquk  minutissim^  striatd,  nitidd,  albd;  anfractibus  5  convexiMS'' 
cutis,  ultimo  spiram  vix  aquante;  columelld  obliqud,  dUatatd; 
aperturd  perobligud,  lunato-ovali ;  peristomate  simplici,  valde  ex* 
panso. 

Long.  19^;  diam.  14  lin. 

fTod.  Island  of  Tablas. 

/3.  Af^ractu  ultimo  subtHs/ascid  1  fulvd  omato. 

This  species  resembles  somewhat  Uie  Bul.  Cumingi,  but  it  differs 
in  having  the  shell  more  solid,  the  aperture  more  oblique,  the  colu- 
mella oblique  and  simple,  and  the  last  whorl  shorter. 

BuLiMus  MACROSTOMA.  Bul.  testd  impcrforatd,  ovatd,  solidiuS'' 
culd,  ru/o-nigricante,  apice  paUidiore,  epidermide  hydrophand fused 
indutd,  lineis  nigris  circumdatd;  anfractibus  6  convexiusculis,  ul* 
timo  spiram  subaquante ;  columelld  verticali,  dilatatd,  medio  sub* 
incrassatd,'  aperturd  latd,  lunato-ovali,  intils  albd;  peristomate 
expanse,  subincrassato,  intus  saturate  fUsco,  margins  dextro  valdh 
arcuaio. 

Long.  30^;  diam.  19^  lin. 

Hah.  Dolores,  province  of  Pampanga,  in  the  island  of  Lugon : 
found  on  trunks  of  trees. 

/3.  Anfractu  ultimo  medio  bifasciato,  fascid  superiore  angustd,  m- 
grd,  alterd  adnatd  latiore,  albidd. 

Long.  34 ;  diam.  221  lin. 

From  Sual  (island  oi  Lu^on)  :  on  leaves  of  trees. 

BuLiMus  RoMBLOKEKsis.  Bul.  tcstd  impcrforatd,  ovato-pyramidatd. 
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temdt  9im$  obUquis  et  iraMSver$is  comfertis  obsolete  decusiotd, 
albidd,  rufo'trifasciatd,  epidermide  hydrophand  decidud,  liberd, 
prmserhm  in/ascHs,  maculatd ;  anfractihus  6^  planiusculia,  ultimo 
^  Umgitudims  vix  superaUe  ;  cohmelld  subrectd,  angustd,  pUmatd  ; 
aperiwrd  ovali ;  perUtomate  simplici,  tmbexpanso. 
Long.  2  poll. ;  diam.  11^  lin. 

Hob,  The  island  of  Romblon,  on  leaves  of  trees.     It  is  perhi^  an 
AchaHna, 

BuLiMVs  soLiDUs.  Bid.  testd  imperforatd,  ovato^hlongd,  solidd, 
oblifuk  striatd,  saturate  rufd,  epidermide  fusco-albd  irregtdariter 
strigatd ;  spird  conicd^  swikm  pallesceiUe ;  anfractilms  7  tnx  con- 
vexiuscuiis,  ultimo  spird  paulb  breviore ;  columelld  rectd,  basi  aub- 
intortd;  aperturd  auri/ormi,  lateraliter  8ubeffusd,  intiis  albidd; 
peristomate  subreflexo,  intHs  rufo-nigricante,  marginibus  callo  lato 
tenuijunctis. 

Long.  41 ;  diam.  21^  lin. 

Hob.  S.  Juan,  province  of  Cagayan  (island  of  Lufon). 

Var.  te$td  magis  inflatd,  anfractu  ultimo  medio  albido-fasciato. 

Long.  39 ;  diam.  22^  lin. 

Hob.  Sual,  province  of  Pangasinan  (island  of  Lufon). 

BuLiHUS  suBCARiNATUs.  Bul,  tcstd  imper/oTOtd,  pyramidatd,  ienui, 
striis  obliqyis  et  spiralibus  con/ertissimis  minute  decussatd,  albidd, 
diaphand,  epidermide  fuscescente,  hydrophand  irregulariter  stri- 
gatd,  ad  suturamfascid  pallid^  fulvescente  omatd;  anfractibus  6^ 
planiusculis,  ultimo  f  longituditns  suhaguante,  obsolete  carinato ; 
columelld  redd,  pland,  angustd  ^  aperturd  oblongo-subtetragond, 
intHs  albd ;  peristomate  simplici,  parikm  expanse. 

Long.  22^ ;  diam.  12^  lin. 

Hob.  The  island  of  Romblon,  on  leaves  of  trees. 

BuLiMUS  TJBBB.  Bul.  tcstd  hnperforatd,  ovatd,  apice  obtusd,  tenui, 
subdiaphand,  httescenti-albidd,  obliqu^  regulariter  et  conferfhn 
striatd ;  spird  semiglobosd ;  suturd  impressd,  albo-marginatd ;  on- 
fractibus  4  inflatis,  ultimo  spiram  superante;  columelld  subrectd, 
propl  basin  subincrassatd ;  aperturd  ovali;  peristomate  simplici, 
lai^  oxpanso. 

Long.  24^ ;  diam.  16  lin. 

Hab.  The  island  of  Guimaras,  on  leaves  of  trees. 

Bttlimus  virbns.  Bul.  testd  imperforatd,  ovato-pyramidatd,  tenui, 
Uevhtsculd,  nitidd,  albd,  anfractu  ultimo  pallida  viridi ;  anfractibus 
7  planiusculis,  ultimo  ^  longitudinis  vix  superante,  obsolete  angu- 
lato;  columelld subrectd,propih  basin  subincrassatd,  albd;  aperturd 
obUgud,  lunato-ovali ;  peristomate  recto,  vix  incrassato. 

Long.  27  ;  diam.  14^  lin. 

Hab.  Island  of  Bunas :  on  leaves  of  trees.  In  form  it  resembles 
Bul.  carinatus.  Lea. 

November  22. — ^William  Yarrell,  Esq.,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

The  following  paper,  by  M.  C.  A.  Rdcluz,  entitled  "  Descriptions 

of  various  species  of  Navicella,  collected  by  Mr.  Cuming  in  the  Phi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


143  Zoolofftcal  Society. 

lippine  iBlandfi/'  was  communicated  by  H.  Cuming,  Esq.,  Correspond- 
ing Member*  who  exhibited  specimens  to  the  Meeting  in  illustration 
of  the  descriptions. 

The  longitudinal  diftmeter  of  the  Navicdla  described  in  this  cata- 
logue has  been  taken  from  the  anterior  to  the  posterior  side,  and  the 
transverse  diameter  from  the  summit  to  the  base  of  the  external 
opeuingi  in  its  broadest  part. 

1.  Navicblla  Janelli,  Ricluz,  Revue  Cuvi6rienne,  1841.  p.  376. 
No.  9. 

Var.  a.  Testd  ellipticd,  convexd,  crassiusculd,  vix  cancellatd,  lineis 

nigris  reiiculatd,  interstitiis  lutescentibus, 
Var.  /3.  T,  lineis  nigris  superhb  reticulatis,  antic^  remotiusculis,  sub- 
aquidistantibus ;  aperturd  margine  cinereo-nigrescente,  in  /undo 
aurantid,  interdum  nigro-maculaid, 
Var.  y.  T.  dor  so  nigra  laih  pictd  et  maculis  concoloribus  variegatd, 
antick  lineis  nigris  radiatd,  postic^  densl  lineolatd ;  labio  lateraliter 
emarginato,  medio  subproducto  ac  rectittsculo* 
Var.  i,  T,  lutescente,  dorso  transversim  latl  et  remote  nigra  undatd; 

zanis  interdum  aniici  conico-angulatis* 
Var.  €.  T.  orbiculari,  darsa  nigerrimd,  maculis  lutescentibus  sparsis 
notatd,  margine  brev^  lineatd,  pastich  lateraliter,  interdum  luteo- 
viridescente ;  aperturd  margine  cinereo-nigrescente. 
i>imeiWtofw.— Var.  a,  180  poll,  longa;  1-28  ad  1*40  lata;  0*76 
ad  0-80  eonvexa.    Var.  e,  long.  1-20  ad  1*40;  lat.  0*96  ad  1-08; 
conv.  0*48  ad  0*52  poll. 

Hab,  ad  Insulas  Philippinas.  Var.  a  and  y  from  Agoo,  province  of 
Pangasinan,  island  of  Lugon :  on  stones  in  a  rapid  river.  The  var. 
fi,  ^,  and  €,  from  Iba,  province  of  Sambales,  island  of  Lu9on :  on 
stones  in  a  deep  river. 

The  only  difference  I  find  between  the  varieties  brought  from  the 
Philippine  Islands  and  those  from  Guam  (of  which  I  have  only  been 
able  to  examine  a  single  specimen)  is,  that  the  former  are  rather  more 
solid  and  more  convex.  As  to  form  and  colour,  they  are  too  variable 
to  dwell  upon* 

The  operculum  of  this  Navicella  has  particular  characters^  which 
it  is  important  should  be  known,  as  confirming  the  specific  value  of 
this  shell. 

Operculum  almost  square,  rather  longer  than  broad,  subconvex 
above,  of  a  light  bluish  black  mingled  with  flesh-colour,  striated  upon 
the  surface  and  upon  the  anterior  side,  divided  by  a  broad  and  shal- 
low canal,  ending  in  a  deep  and  wide  anterior  notch,  which  is  cut 
square  at  the  base.  The  canal  and  notch  are  bounded  on  the  right 
by  a  smooth,  linear,  flesh-coloured  rib,  which  is  a  little  prolonged 
and  truncated  at  the  end  with  a  furrow  throughout  its  length.  The 
left  side  of  its  inferior  surface  is  striated  above,  sinuous  at  Uie  margin 
and  finely  denticulated  at  its  base,  which  is  of  a  rosy  red. 

2.  Navicella  variabilis.  N,  testd  ellipticd,  striis  vix  sub  lente  can^ 
cellatd,  linealis  transversis  undulatis  obsaletisque  stepiiis  confluent 
tibus  olivaceis  et  maculis  lutescentibus  nigrescente  antic^  obumbratii 
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warkgmtdi  upice  mttrfiMli  er9$9,  retusiHtmo  i  labi9  alb^t  postic^ 
amwUio,  margine  subrecto  $  aperiurd  albido-eixruleicmtf. 

Long.  116  ad  1*28 ;  lat  0*80  ad  0*84 j  conv.  046  ad  0*64  poll. 

Var.  /3.  T,  ovatd,  posited  subtruncatd,  tenuiusculd  *  upite  ante  mar- 
ginem  inserto,  deroso. 

Long.  1*24  ad  1*28 ;  lat.  MO  ad  M4 ;  conv.  0*52  ad  0*56  poll. 

Hab.  Cagayan,  province  of  Misamis,  island  of  Mindanao :  found 
on  stones  in  a  large  river. 

Although  these  two  varieties  appear  to  differ  from  each  other  in 
the  position  of  the  summit,  I  do  not  think  they  can  be  separated. 
Neyertheless  the  operculum  varies  perceptibly,  and  if  their  respective 
tsharacters  proved  constant,  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  verify  by 
examining  a  certain  number  of  specimens,  then  alone  could  one  be 
distinguished  from  the  other.  The  surface  of  this  Navicella  shows 
upon  the  anterior  side  longitudinal  strise,  as  deeply  impressed  as  the 
transverse  ones. 

The  operculum  of  the  type  is  blackish  throughout,  except  at  the 
base,  which  is  of  an  orange-red.  The  anterior  side  is  notched.  The 
dental  apophysis  is  linear,  smooth,  a  little  raised,  faintly  striated  both 
longitudinally  and  transversely.  The  external  margin  of  this  tooth 
projects  but  Httle,  and  its  inferior  part  shows  the  commencement  of 
a  crest,  but  without  teeth. 

The  operculum  of  the  variety  is  of  a  rosy  colour,  with  the  inferior 
margin  of  an  orange-red ;  the  anterior  side  is  more  slightly  notched 
in  the  middle,  its  dental  apophysis  projects  rather  more,  and  is  linear, 
smooth,  and  divided  by  a  longitudinal  groove.  The  external  margin 
of  this  tooth  is  narrow,  without  any  trace  of  a  denticidated  crest  at 
its  base. 

3.  Navicella  suborbicularis.  Sowerby,  Cat. Tank.  App.  p.  lO. 
No.  1092;  Rdcluz  in  Gu^rin,  Rev.  Cuv.  1841.  p.  377.  No.  10. 

Var.  /3.  lUcluz,  1.  c. ;  Rumph.  Mus.  Amb.  p.  40.  f.  0.  Optime. 

Var.  y,  Minori,  tenuiori. 

Hab.  ad  Insulas  Philippinas.  From  the  island  of  Camiguing :  found 
on  stones  in  mountain- streams.  Var.  fl,  from  Cagayan,  province  of 
Misamb,  island  of  Mindanao :  on  stones  in  a  large  river.  Var*  y, 
from  Banguey,  province  of  North  Ylocos,  island  of  Lu^on :  found  on 
stones  in  a  small  stream. 

I  see  neither  in  the  general  form  nor  in  the  operculum  of  these 
varieties  any  character  sufficient  to  distinguish  them  from  the  type : 
the  colour  alone  is  variable. 

The  operculum  is  of  a  pale  flesh-colour,  flattened  with  an  arched 
notch  at  the  anterior  side,  llie  apophysis  projecting,  smooth,  a 
little  more  arcuated  than  that  of  the  operculum  of  Nav,  Janelli ;  its 
external  margin  is  narrower,  almost  straight,  finely  crenulated  in  its 
lower  half.    The  posterior  border  is  very  thin  and  of  a  dirty  red. 

4.  Navicblla  Luzonica,  Souleyet.  N.  testd  ellipticd,  rufo-fuscd 
Beu  olivaced  unicolori  sen  nigro  obsolete  reticulatd  out  punctatd, 
lateribus  compressiusculd,  dorso  vald^  convexd,  solidd ;  apice  ad 
fnarginem  posteriorem  incurvo,  subintegro  ac  eroso^  labio  $emu 
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lunari  auranHo,  antic^  rectiusculo  ;  aperturd  alhido^cerulescentet 
margine  posteriore  laterali  nigrescente, 

Nov,  Luzonica,  Souleyet,  Rev.  Cuv.  1841.  p.  375.  No.  6.   Junior. 

Var.  /3.  T,  olivaceo-Jvscescente,  maculis  minimis  lutescentibus  vis 
nigrescente  marginatia  irroratd. 

Var.  y.  T,  rufo-fitscd  immaculatd ;  apice  deroso,  convexo, 

Var.  B.  T,  rttfo-Jvscd,  postic^  tenuissime  nigra  et  lutescenti  longi- 
tudinaliterlineolatd,'maculisque  minimis  lutescentibus  conicis  nigra - 
marginatis,  absoletisque  (sub  lente)  pictd, 

Var.  €.  T.  rufo'fuscd,  inter  oculum  et  laminam  maculis  minimis  sub- 
nigrescentibus  adspersd, 

Var.  f .  T,  minori,  tenuiori,  olivaced,  postich  linealatd,  suprd.  nigra 
tenuissime  reticulatd,  antic^  maculis  squami/ormibus  pictd,  labia 
straminea,  nigrescente  circumvallata. 

Long.  1-28  ad  160;  lat.  0*84  ad  1-12';  conv. 052  ad  0*76 poll. 

Hab.  From  Dingle,  province  of  Ylo  Ylo,  island  of  Panay :  found 
in  a  placid  river  on  stones.  ITie  var.  y  and  d^  from  Cagayan,  pro- 
vince of  Misamis,  island  of  Mindanao :  on  stones  in  a  large  river. 
Var.  €,  from  the  mountains  of  the  island  of  Negros :  found  on  the 
rocky  bed  of  a  small  stream. 

The  individual  which  served  as  type  to  M.  Souleyet  was  young, 
and  had  been  brought  home  in  spirits  of  wine,  which  hindered  him 
from  seeing  the  black  lines  which  adorn  the  external  surface  of  this 
Navicella,  There  is  then  no  difference  between  his  specimen  and 
these  of  Mr.  Cuming. 

The  operculum  of  this  Navicella  is  rose-coloured,  clouded  with 
white  and  blue,  but  the  rose-colour  predominates.  The  notch  of  its 
anterior  portion  is  somewhat  rounded;  its  subarcuated  apophysis 
bears  a  longitudinal  groove  more  or  less  impressed ;  '^the  external 
margin  of  this  apophysis  is  tolerably  large,  and  rather  concave  below 
the  middle,  at  the  usual  origin  of  the  crest,  which  is  wanting  in  this 
species.  The  inferior  or  internal  surface  is  of  a  pale  flesh-colour, 
with  a  blackish  tint  on  its  left  margin.  The  muscular  impression 
is  rose-colour,  very  shining,  almost  square,  truncated  anteriorly  and 
upon  the  left  side,  somewhat  rounded  at  its  base,  straight  and  oblique 
on  the  right  side,  with  an  acute  angle  at  its  base. 

This  operculum  varies  in  form  and  colour ;  its  notch  in  one  indi- 
vidual had  the  form  of  a  A*  or  profoundly  acute ;  in  others  it  was 
very  open :  some  are  altogether  rose-coloured,  others  rosy  on  one 
side,  yelloW  on  the  other,  and  blackish  in  the  middle ;  others  again 
almost  entirely  of  a  bluish  tint,  and  mingled  with  these  various  co- 
lours. 

The  summit,  sometimes  almost  entire  or  decorticated  only,  is  at 
other  times  entirely  eroded  at  its  inferior  surface ;  it  is  prolonged 
upon  the  posterior  margin  of  the  opening,  though  not  beyond,  and 
there  it  is  worn  away,  as  if  it  had  been  rubbed  upon  a  grindstone. 

5.  Navicella  Cumingiana.  N.  testd  arbiculari  seu  avatd,  convexd, 
solidd,  vix  striatd  luteo-fuscescente,  lineis  concentricis  nigris  un- 
dulatis  arcuatisve  interdum  reticulatis  cinctd;   apice  marginali 
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9roso,  retttso;  labia  piano ^  alboy  antick  in  medio  producto ;  aperturd 
albd,  cordiformi. 
Var.  /3.  T,  nigro-reticulatd,  lutescente  maculatd  et  subfasciatd, 
Var.  y,  71  ovato-elliptied,  dilute  alivaced,  postich  lineolis  nigris 

transversis,  interdum  majoribus  et  remotis  notatd. 
Hob,  Var.  a  et  e  from  a  mountain- stream  in  the  island  of  Cama- 
guing.     Var.  /3  from  Cagayan,  island  of  Mindanao. 

Long.  1-00  ad  1*20 ;  lat. 0*84  ad  0-92 ;  conv.  040  ad 0-56  poll. 
Tlie  columella  is  0*24  to  0*28  poll,  in  diameter. 
Operculum  irregularly  oval,  of  an  uniform  white  gt  rayed  with 
rose-colour  above,  profoundly  notched  anteriorly ;  the  notch  rounded 
at  its  base.  The  apophysary  rib  is  only  apparent  at  the  anterior 
summit  of  the  operculum ;  it  projects  but  little,  and  is  nearly  acute. 
Its  external  margin  is  oblong,  very  thin  and  very  smooth ;  the  left  or 
opposite  margin  is  striated,  somewhat  imbricated  above,  and  crenu- 
lated  throughout  its  extent,  llie  inferior  surface  is  of  a  pale  uniform 
flesh-colour.  The  subrotund  or  oboval  muscular  impression  is  of  a 
rose-red  anteriorly,  and  of  a  dark  red  at  the  base.  Upon  the  oper- 
culum of  tiie  var.  y  the  left  margin  is  completely  wanting,  which 
gives  an  oblong  and  a  subtriangular  form  to  the  muscular  impres- 
sion.    These  characters  are  only  accidental. 

I  have  dedicated  this  interesting  species  to  Mr.  Cuming,  whose 
numerous  discoveries  in  natural  history  have  enriched  science  with 
a  crowd  of  new  facts,  as  a  testimony  of  my  esteem. 

6.  Navicblla  Cltfbolvm.  N,  testd  ovato^obUmgd,  antick  etpostick 
rotundatd,  tenuk  et  concentric^  striatd,  lineolis  nigro-violaceie  eeu 
purpuraseentibus,  interdum  confimentibue  et  maculis  albidO'luiescen- 
tibus  oblongis  elongatieve  nigro-marginatie  sub'^erialibua  et  passim 
radiis  pallidis  binispictd;  apice  brevi  ad  dextram  vix  obliqwtntet 
ante  marginemposUo ;  labio  semilunari,  convejnusculo,fuscescentef 
aperturd  patuld . 
Var.  /3.  T,  olivaceo-nigrieante,  maculis  obsoletis ;  apice  eroso ;  labia 

laiiore,  cameo,  in  media  subprodueta,  recto, 
Var.  y.  T.  alivaced,  lutescente  maculatd,  in  medio  ventre  obsaletk 

Inradiatd}  apice  purpurascente,  labio  /uscescente. 
Var.  d.  T,  atratd,  immaculatd;  apice  eroso  /  labia  et  margine  aper^ 

tur<B  cameO'Juscescentibus. 
Var.  €.  T,  nigrescente  lineolatd  pallide  virescente  radiatd  et  macu- 
latd, apice  submarginali  rosea,  integerrima, 
Var.  ^.  T,  fuscesceiUe  maculis  Hnearibus  albidis  nigra  acutk  margi- 
natis  obsoletis  sparsis  variegatd;  apice  purpurascente  i  labia  et 
margine  apertura  dilute  fuscis. 
Long.  0-80  ad  1*32 ;  lat.  0*76  ad  0*92 ;  conv.  0*24  ad  048  poll. 
Hah,  Var.  /3  and  y  from  Cagayan.  Var.  a  and  e  from  Banguey, 
province  of  North  Ylocos,  island  of  Lu9on :  foxmd  on  stones  in  a 
mountain  stream.     Var.  y,  island  of  Guimaras,  on  the  rocky  bed  of 
a  small  stream.    Var.  I,  rocky  bed  of  a  stream  in  the  mountains  of 
the  isle  of  Negros.     The  type  itself  is  found  at  Pasuguing,  province 
of  North  Ylocos,  island  of  Lu9on. 

Operculum  almost  square,  thin,  of  a  rose-colour,  cut  squarely  an- 
Ann.  ^  Mag,  N,  Hist,   Vol  jdi.  L 
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teriorly,  with  a  projecting,  obtuse^  linear  tooth,  which  is  divided  by 
a  slightly  impressed  longitudinal  groove ;  the  right  margin  very  nar- 
row, very  thin,  and  without  crest. 

It  is  possible  that  this  species  may  prove  only  a  stronger,  more 
robust  state  of  the  Nat,  tessellata  ;  nevertheless  it  differs  in  its  gene- 
ral form,  and  its  operculum  also  shows  some  differential  characters. 

7.  Navicella  tessellata,  Lamarck. 

Var.  a.  T.  lateribus  engustatd,  subrectis ;  sub  epidennide  httescenie 
lineolis  violaceis  sen  purpureis  creberrimis,  et  maculis  conicis  con- 
centric^  seriatispictd  ;  vertice  recto^  lutw ;  labia  triangularis  antic^ 
aubarcuato,  lateribus  prolongato. 
Var.  ji.  T.  ut  in  var,  a,  sed  postic^  subemarginatd,  griseo-fuscd, 
tnaculis  minoribus  luteo-fuscescentibus  conicis  crebr^  pictd ;  apice 
dilute  purpurascente,  recto ;  labio  subtriangulari,  angusto,  roseo, 
antic^  arcuate. 
Var.  y.  ?  T.  oblongo-ellipticd,  antic^  et  postic^  rotundatd,  crassiore 
sive  oblongo-acutd,  lateribus  angustatd,  nigerrimd,  apice  eroso  ; 
labio  Bemitunari,  interdum  triangulari,  latiore,  subrecto,  lateribus 
non  prolongatis. 
An  Nov,  Clypeohtm,  var.  ?  credo,  sed  difficile  est  probandi  sine 
operculo. 
Long.  0-80  ad  0*92 ;  lat.  076  ad  0*92 ;  conv.  024  ad  0-48  polL 
Hab,  Vaf .  a,  Cagayan :  found  in  a  large  river  on  stones.     Var.  fi, 
from  Baccara,  province  of  North  Ylocos,  idand  of  Lu9on  :  found  on 
stones  in  a  placid  river.  Var.  y.  ? ,  from  Abulug,  province  of  Cagayan, 
island  of  Lu9on  :  found  on  stones  in  a  large  river. 

Operculum  square,  a  little  elongated,  narrow,  and  cut  almost 
square  anteriorly,  with  a  slight  notch  towards  the  apophysis,  which 
is  slightly  curveid  inwards  (instead  of  being  straight  or  turned  back- 
wards, as  in  that  of  Nov,  clypeolum).  The  inclined  angle  of  the 
middle  of  the  left  side  is  deeper,  and  in  this  species  shows  a  depres- 
^on  or  broad  cana],  in  form  of  a  A,  the  whole  length  of  the  apophy- 
sis ;  this  canal  is  limited  to  the  left  by  two  slightly  raised  ribs. 

These  characters  of  the  operculum,  if  they  be  constant,  should 
suffice  to  avoid  all  confusion  of  this  species  and  the  one  which  pre- 
cedes. 

8.  Navicella  lineata,  Lamarck. 

Var.  a.  T,  oblongd,  postic^  acutd,  luteo-aured,  supernk  lineis  spa- 
diceis  radianiibus  ex  lineolis  iransversis  obumbratis,  antick  et  late- 
raliter  tnaculis  oblongo-conicis  subserialibus  pictd ;  apice  lateraliter 
compresso,  suprHfomicato,  roseo-purpurascente  recto,  marginali; 
labio  angusto-triangulari,  medio  concavo-emarginato,  lateribus  ofi- 
tice  prolongatis. 

Var.  /3.  T,  ellipticd,  postick  angustatd,  luted  medio  dorsi  lineis  nt- 
gris  angustis  et  latiusculis,  et  lineolis  obliquis  creberrimis  r€uliis 
latioribus  lateraliter  efformantibus  interdum  confluentibus  pictd, 
labio  triangulari  antic'k  drcuato. 

Var.  y.  T.  oblongd,  postic^  angustd,  subacutd,  luted  radiis  angustis 
nigris  medio  dorsi  notatd,  antic'h  et  lateraliter  crebr'k  nigrescente 
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lineolatA,  et  macuiis  linearibus  luteis  subseriatis  pietd ;  apice  tub- 
ffiolaseente ;  labio  triangtdari,  tmtic^  arcuatim  ejccavato, 
Var.  i.  T,  elongtUd,  IcUeribus  compresgd,  dorso  convexo-fomicatd, 
amtici  subacuto,  interdmm  truncate ;  ItUeo-fuscescente,  maculis  ob- 
iongis  aMti(^  nigris  acutis  laieraliter  lineolis  ienuissiwiis  obioletis- 
fue  obumbratU  pictd;  apice  itUerdum  nigrescente,  labio  triangu- 
larit  luteo-fuscescente. 
Var.  e.  T,  oblongo-eilipticd,  lateribus  compresed^  lineoUs  pallide 
/uscif  out  purpurascentibue,  et  maculie  oblongo-conicia  luteis  pictd  ; 
radiis  UnU,  pallide  kUei$  t»  medio  dorsi  notaid;  labio  triangulari, 
antick  arcuato, 
Var.  a  :  long.  0*88  ad  1*08 ;  lat.  044  ad  0*56 ;  conv.  0*24  ad  0'48 
poll.     Var.  /3  and  y :  long.  0*96  ad  1*04 ;  lat.  0*60  ad  0*64  ;  conv. 
0-32  ad  0-36.     Var.  Z  :  kmg.  0*52  ad  0*64  ;  lat.  0-32 ;  conv.  0*28 
ad  0-32. 

Hab.  Var.  a,  from  Banguey»  province  of  North  Ylocos :  on  stones 
in  a  ipountain-stream.  Var.  fi,  from  Cagayan :  on  stones  in  a  large 
river.  Var.  d,  from  Baccara :  on  stones  in  a  rapid  river.  Var.  e.  ? » 
cum  pnecedenti. 

All  these  varieties  are  veiy  remarkable,  and,  with  the  exception 
of  var.  €,  whose  operculum  I  have  not  seen,  all  certainly  belong  to 
the  same  species.  The  operculum  of  Nav^  lineata  is  oblong,  very 
thin,  pale  yellow^  a  little  inclined  to  pale  gpreen,  rounded  behind, 
notched  before,  notch  in  an  oblique  line  at  the  base.  The  left  side 
of  this  operculam  b  slightly  arcuated  in  the  centre ;  the  right  side 
almost  rectilinear  and  limited  by  an  apophysary  tooth,  very  narrow 
and  a  little  prolonged  anteriorly.  Muscular  impression  triangular, 
elongated,  inclined  obliquely  to  the  left. 

9.  Navicslla  Entrecastauxi,  R4cluz.  Rev.  Cuvier,  p.  380, 
No.  14. 

Var.  /3.  T.  obovatd,  nigro-purpurascente,  concentric^  et  crebr^  lineo^ 
kUd,  maculis  luteis  conicis  out  subquadratis  pictd ;  apice  purpura^ 
scente  marginali,  non  esserto ;  aperturd  albidO'Carulescente, 
Long.  0-80  ad  0*90  ;  lat.  056  ad  0*60 ;  conv.  0-20  ad  0*28  poll. 
Hab.  ad  insulas  Philippinas. 

Operculum  almost  square,  of  the  form  and  sculpture  of  that  of 
Niw.  tesseUata,  offering  however  some  characters  which  the  state 
of  that  which  was  submitted  to  me  does  not  allow  me  to  judge  of 
with  certainty.  Its  colour  is  of  a  rosy  white,  and  yellow  in  the  cen- 
tre. It  is  possible  that  the  N.  Entrecastauxi  may  prove  only  an 
oboval  variety,  with  a  marginal  summit  of  N.  tesseUata.  When  I 
shall  have  seen  a  greater  number  of  specimens  with  their  opercula 
I  may  be  enabled  to  pronounce  with  more  certainty. 

It  results  from  this  examination  of  the  Navicella  collected  by  Mr. 
Cuming,  together  with  those  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  studying 
up  to  the  present  time— 1st,  that  the  number  of  known  species  of 
this  genus  amounts  at  present  to  eighteen ;  2ndly,  that  the  Asiatic 
Islands  is  that  part  of  the  world  which  contains  the  greater  number 
of  species;  and  3rdly,  that  Polynesia  is  afterwards  the  most  rich 
locality  in  species  of  this  genus. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

ON  SUBSTANCES  INCLOSED  IN  AOATE. 

To  Richard  Taylor,  Esq. 

Bulford,  June  6, 184 J, 

Sib, — I  send  you  a  sketch  of  some  bodies  contained  in  a  brownish 
agate  which  I  have,  so  nearly  resembling  those  represented  in  the 
plate  illustrating  the  paper  by  Karl  MueUer,  M.D.,  translated  and 
communicated  by  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Berkeley*,  that  I  cannot  resist 
troubling  you  with  my  ideas  on  the  nature  of  those  bodies  repre- 
sented in  figure  10  of  your  plate.  Many  of  those  in  my  agate  are 
precisely  of  similar  forms,  but  I  have  only  figured  those  which  illus- 
trate my  idea  of  their  nature. 

I  believe  them  to  be  imperfectly  formed  cr3r8tals,  probably  of  red 
oxide  of  iron,  as  their  colour  is  so  precisely  similar  to  that  substance. 

No.  1.  is,  I  think,  evidently  an  imperfectly  formed  octohedron 
with  rounded  edges,  or  rather  several  imperfect  crystals  of  that  form 
superimposed  on  each  other,  as  represented  at  figure  6  and  6  a. 

Hie  other  figures  more  nearly  resemble  the  figures  in  your  plate. 

No.  4.  shows  an  imperfect  facet,  but  the  lines  bounding  the  angles 
of  the  crystal  in  all  the  other  figures  are  curvilinear,  and  give  them 
8  rounded  appearance. 

The  general  description  of  the  bodies  seen  by  M.  K.  Mueller  sa 
nearly  tallies  with  those  in  my  agate,  that  I  can  scarcely  doubt  of 
their  identity.  Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SOUTHBT. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  WOODCUTS. 
Figt,  I)  2,  3,  4,  5.  Varioos  bodies  contained  in  the  agate  7  at  B. 
Fig,  7,  A.  A  band  in  the  agate  composed  of  red  matter,  evidently  of  the  same 

substance  of  which  1 ,  2,  3,  4,  5  are  formed. 
Fiffs»6  and  6  a.  represent  a  crystal  which  shows  some  general  resemblance 

to  the  bodies  figured  above. 

ON  THE  nEVBLOFMENT  OP  THE  CRAT-FISH.   BY  M.  JOLT. 

Encouraged  by  the  Academy  of  Sciences  to  continue  my  re- 
searches on  the  freshwater  Crustaceans,  I  first  devoted  my  attention 
to  the  embryogeny  of  the  cray-fish,  Astacus  fluviatilis,  Gesner^  on 
•  See  Annals,  vol.  xi.  p.  415.  Plate  X. — Ed.  ^  j 
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which  subject  Dr.  Rathke  and  Mr.  J.  V.  Thompson  have  pronounced 
Mich  decided,  but  altogether  contradictory,  opinions.  Thanks  to  the 
kindness  of  some  friends  of  science,  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  a 
considerable  number  of  females,  and  to  follow,  day  by  day,  the  de- 
velopment of  the  embryo  in  the  egg.  I  hasten  to  announce  that  my 
observations  agree  entirely  with  &ose  of  the  learned  naturalist  of 
Dantzig,  which  have  moreover  already  been  confirmed  by  the  testi- 
mony of  M.  Duvemoy. 

However  contrary  this  fact  may  be  to  the  views  which  I  sought 
to  establish  in  my  memoir  on  Caridina  Desmarestii,  I  lose  no  time  in 
publishing  it. 

The  remarkable  exception  which  the  absence  of  metamorphosis  in 
the  Astacus  fluviatilis  presents,  may,  in  my  opinion,  obtain  an  expla- 
nation, which  I  submit  to  the  judgement  of  the  Academy.  Accord- 
ing to  the  observation  of  M.  Duvernoy,  the  eggs  of  the  cray-fish  are 
in  small  number,  but  of  very  large  size  compared  to  that  of  tlie  ani- 
mal. Thoee  of  the  lobster  (Cancer  Homardiis),  of  the  spiny  lobster 
{Ckmcer  gammarus),  and  of  the  greater  part  of  the  other  Decapods, 
are,  on  the  contrary,  small  and  very  numerous.  The  former,  conse- 
quently, would  contain  a  quantity  of  vitellus  sufiicient  to  enable  the 
complete  development  of  the  embryo  to  take  place  in  their  interior  : 
the  latter,  being  placed  under  totally  different  circumstances,  would 
only  admit  of  an  imperfect  development  of  the  animal,  which  would 
break  its  envelope  prematurely  in  order  to  complete  its  embryonal 
life  amidst  the  waters*. — Compies  Rendus  for  July  3,  1843. 

SALIX  CUSPIDATA. 

The  Rev.  W.  A.  Leighton  found  this  tree  some  years  since  near 
Shrewsbury,  but  was  unable  to  meet  with  it  again.  A  few  days  since 
Mr.  Leighton  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  again  finding  two  trees  of  it 
(probably  the  same  seen  before)  at  about  5^  miles  from  Shrewsbury, 
by  the  side  of  the  road  to  Pontesford.  We  had  not  time  to  go  nearer- 
to  the  hills  in  search  of  it,  but  I  think  it  highly  probable  that  a 
careful  search  will  prove  its  existence  in  that  district.  This  is  the 
tree  that  is  called  8,  Meyeriana  in  Leighton's  '  Flora  of  Shropshire,' 
but  referred  with  apparent  reason  to  8,  cuspidata  by  Koch  in  the 
•  Syn.  F\.  Germ.'— C.  C.  B. 

OCCURRBKCB  OF  THE  GRBAT  SFOTTBn  CUCKOO. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Annals  of  Natural  History. 

GhiirrLBMBN, — ^The  Cuculus  Glandarins,  or  Ghreat  Spotted  Cuckoo, 
was  taken  near  Clifden  in  the  county  of  Ghdway  last  spring.  I  have 
seen  the  specimen,  which  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Creighton  of  Clifden. 
As  it  is  the  first  noticed  occurrence  of  this  bird  in  the  British  Islands, 
you  will  oblige  me  by  making  it  known  through  the  medium  of  the 
'  Annals  of  Natural  History.'  Very  truly  yoiurs, 

Granby  Row,  Dublin,  July  19, 1843.  R.  Ball. 

*  Dr.  Rathke'B  recent  observations  on  the  development  of  the  Decapod 
Crustacea,  with  which  the  author  does  not  seem  to  be  acquainted,  will  be 
found  at  p.  263  of  the  sixth  volume  of  this  Journal. — Ed. 
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LBTTBRS  FROM  BAT  TO  SIR  HANS  SLOANS. 

On  drawing  toward  the  completion  of  his  Supplement  to  the  'Historia 

Plant  arum,'     His  remarks  on  Plukenefs  *  Almagestum  Botanicum' 

[MS.  Sloan.  Brit.  Mm  4U56.  fol.  157.  Orlg.'] 

Black  Notley,  July  1 7,  —96. 

Sib, — Since  my  last  to  you,  considering  my  infirmities,  and  crazi- 
nesse  admonishing  me  of  the  near  approach  of  Death,  I  think  it  best 
to  speed  the  finishing  and  fitting  my  Supplement  for  the  Presse,  and 
to  deliver  it  up  into  the  Bookseller's  hand  who  put  me  upon  it,  to  be 
published  or  suppressed,  as  he  shall  find  it  most  for  his  ovm  interest. 
I  am  sensible  that  it  must  needs  be  a  very  weak  and  imperfect  thing. 
I  wanting  those  helps  which  those  that  have  travelFd  into  the  Indies 
and  live  about  London  have.  But  yet  none  so  fit  to  make  a  Supple- 
ment to  my  own  History  as  my  self;  and  there  be  many  faults  I  am 
advised  of,  which  I  would  willingly  correct.  But  I  would  fain  dis- 
patch it  and  rid  my  hands  of  it,  that  so  it  may  be  no  disturbance  to 
my  thoughts.  Your  History,  were  it  reasonable  for  me  to  beg  the 
defloration  of  it,  would  afford  the  greatest  ornaments  to  it.  But  I 
am  almost  come  to  a  resolution  not  to  desire  any  such  thing  of  you, 
but  content  my  self  with  the  names  I  find  in  your  Catalogue  of  such 
as  are  non^descripts ;  and  with  your  Synonyma  for  the  reducing  of 
such  as  are  repeated. 

I  have  gotten  a  sight  of  Dr.  Plukenet's  Almagestum  Bot.  though 
as  yet  he  hath  not  presented  me  with  a  copy  of  it.  I  find  in  it  many 
mistakes  in  the  language,  and  in  the  composition  of  Greek  names  ; 
and  I  doubt  not  but  there  are  many  in  the  matter.  It  is  impossible 
but  that  a  man  who  relies  wholly  upon  dried  specimens  of  Plants  (be 
he  never  so  cunning)  should  often  mistake  and  multiply.  He  hath 
abundance  of  Jamaica  plants,  which  if  in  your  Catalogue  it  is  very 
difiicult  to  reduce  them,  especially  his  Felices.  As  far  as  I  am  able 
to  judge,  he  is  often  out  in  his  conjectural  Synonymes :  in  one  or  two 
he  is  reprehended  by  Mons'.Toumefort ;  and  is  of  himself  apt  enough 
to  multiply  species.     But  no  more  of  him. 

I  am  not  yet  quite  rid  of  my  distemper :  I  hope  it  will  off  by  de- 
grees :  heer  hath  been  a  very  unseasonable  Summer,  for  the  roost 
part  very  cold  and  wet ;  and  I  live  in  a  sharp  Air,  my  house  standing 
on  a  hill  exposed  to  the  North  and  North-East  winds,  which  is  in- 
convenient for  one  who  is  subject  to  colds,  and  whose  lungs  are  apt 
to  be  affected.  Excuse  this  periautology,  and  take  me  to  be,  as 
really  I  am.  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged  friend  and  humble  servant, 

John  Rat. 

I  must  not  forget  my  Wives  service,  who  is  very  much  yours. 
For  Dr.  Hans  Sloane,  at  his  House  at  the  corner  of  Southampton  Street^ 
next  Bloomsbury  Square,  London. 

On  the  rudeness  ofTournefort  toward  him  in  his  *  EUmens  de  Botanique/ 

[Ibid.  fol.  219.  Orig.^ 

SiB, — I  have  been  so  interrupted  and  disturbed  lately  that  I  have 

not  been  able  to  finish  the  two  Tribes  you  last  sent  me.     I  presume 

Mons'.  Oundelcschmir  since  his  return  to  London  hath  acquainted 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Meteorological  Observations,  151 

you  that  he  hath  been  with  me.  He  endeavoured  to  excuse  Mons**. 
Toumefbrt,  and  to  vindicate  him  from  the  imputation  of  rudenesse 
and  incivility  in  his  treating  of  m^  in  his  Blem.  Botaniq.  wherewith 
he  hath  been  charged.  I  can  easily  passe  it  by,  because  he  hath 
treated  me  no  worse  than  I  deserve.  But  truly  his  Method,  consi- 
dering it  with  all  the  indifference  I  can,  seems  to  me  fiaulty  and 
liable  to  many  exceptions,  and  as  for  what  he  hath  written  against 
my  Dissertation  it  admits  in  most  particulars  of  an  easy  answer,  as  I 
may  afterward  shew.  1  own  him  to  be  a  skilfull  Herbarist,  and  had 
he  let  me  alone,  I  should  not  have  opposed  his  method,  but  permit- 
ted every  one  his  freedome  to  embrace  and  follow  what  seenied  best 
to  him :  only  I  might  have  corrected  the  errours  of  mine  own,  as 
many  as  I  know  of,  and  set  it  in  as  good  a  light  as  I  could.  I  hope 
you  will,  I  doe  not  say  take  the  liberty,  but  doe  me  the  favour  to 
correct  whatever  you  find  amisse  in  my  Supplement,  and  to  adde, 
cut  off,  and  alter  whatever  you  observe  to  be  deficient,  redundant, 
and  incongruous  or  erroneous.  I  remember  I  was  in  some  places 
doubtful  about  your  meaning,  and  therefore  probably  might  mis- 
take it. 

My  Wife  presents  her  humble  service  to  you,  and  we  both  many 
thanks  for  your  intended  Present  of  Sugar,  which  we  can  hardly 
without  violation  of  modesty  receive  at  your  hands.  You  doe  bene- 
Jicia  benefictis  ctfviulare,  and  even  load  us  with  your  kindnesse.  I 
cease  to  give  you  further  trouble,  and  rest.  Sir, 

Your  very  affectionate  friend  and  humble  servant. 

Black  Notley,  April  27,  —98.  John  Rat. 

For  his  honoured  friend  Dr.  Hans  Sloane,  at  his  House  at  the  comer 
ci  Southampton  Street,  towards  Bloomsbury  Square,  London. 

METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS  FOR  JUNE  1843. 

Otismck, — June  1.  Cloudj  and  fine.  S.  Rain:  dense  clouds:  boisteroue,  with 
rain  at  night.  S.  Cloudy  and  line :  clear.  4.  Very  fine.  5.  Fine :  heavy  show. 
era :  dear.  6.  Showery.  7.  Fine :  rain.  8.  Cloudy  :  showery :  boisterous,  with 
beary  rain  at  night.  9.  Cloudy  and  windy  :  boisterous,  with  showers  and  bright 
sunshine  at  intervals.  10.  Fine  .  rain.  1  i .  Cloudy  and  fine.  12.  Hasy  clouds: 
rain.  13.  Heavy  rain.  14.  Foggy  :  cloudy  :  foggy  at  night.  15.  Hasy :  fine. 
16— 18.  Very  fine.  19.  Overcast.  20.  Cloudy.  21,22.  Very  fine.  23.  Cloud- 
less, with  bright  sun.  24.  Slight  haze  :  fine.  25.  Densely  overcast  26.  Very 
fine.  27.  Sultry,  with  hot  dry  air.  28.  Cloud  v  and  fine.  29,  30,  Overcast  and 
fine. — Mean  temperature  of  the  month  about  4^  below  the  average. 

Boston,— June  1.  Cloudy :  rain  early  a.m.  2, 3.  Cloudy  :  rain  p.m.  4.  Fine  : 
rain  p.m.    5,  6.  Fine.    7.  Cloudy.    8,  9.  Windy :  rain  early  a.m.     10.  Windy. 

11.  aoudy:  rain  p.m.  12.  Windy.  13.  Windy:  rain  p.m.  14,  15.  Fine. 
16.  Fine :  curious  halo  round  the  sun  2  to  4  p.m.  17,  18.  Cloudy.  19,  20. 
Windy.    21—23.  Fine.     24—28.  Cloudy.     29.  Windy.     30.   Cloudy. 

Sandwich  Metnte,  Orkney. — June  1.  Bright:  damp.  2.  Cloudy:  drixsle.  3. 
Rain  :  showers.  4.  Cloudy.  5.  Bright :  clear.  6.  Bright :  cloudy.  7.  Cloudy : 
clear.     8.  Rain  :  clear.     9.  Damp:  driszle.     10.  Showers.     1 1 .  Showers :  damp. 

12.  Bright:  cloudy.  13.  Cloudy:  fine.  14.  Fine.  15—17.  fine:  warm. 
18.-.2a  Cloudy.  21.  Showers :  cloudy.  22.  Oear:  cloudy.  23.  Cloudy: 
dridle.  24.  Bright :  fine.  25.  Bright :  clear.  26,  Bright :  cloudy.  27,  28. 
Cloudy.    29.   Drops :  showers.    3a  Cloudy  :  damp. 

Applegprlh  Mantes  Dumfiriet^ire, — June  1.  Wet  all  day.  2.  Slight  showers : 
warm.  3.  Wet  nearly  all  day.  4.  Fair  and  cold.  5.  Kain  all  day.  6.  Fair, 
but  cloudy.  7.  Rain :  thunder.  8.  Rain.  9.  Showers.  10.  Dry  and  windy. 
11  —23.  Fair  and  clear.  24.  Fair  and  clear  :  thunder.  25—28.  Fair  and  clear. 
29,  Sa   Fair  and  clear  -.  cloudy. 
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XIX, — Upon  the  Anatomy  o/*  Phalangium  Opilio  {Latr.). 
By  Alfred  Tulk,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.,  M.E.S. 

[With  a  Hate.] 

With  the  exception  of  the  treatise  by  Treviranus  upon  the  ana- 
tofmjcii  Phalar^liwn^Die  Afterqt^^ 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  author  has  since  given  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  structural  peculiarities  of  this  very  singular  family 
of  Arachnidans.  The  observations  of  Latreille*,  Ramdohrf,  Her- 
mann j:,  Marcel  de  Serres§,  Herbst||  and  others,  are  limited  to 
particular  oi^ans,  mo^t  of  which  are  described  and  figured  in  too 
superficial  a  manner ;  while  those  made  by  Treviranus,  though  ex- 
cellent as  a  whole,  are  yet  wanting  in  sufficient  minuteness,  and 
several  interesting  parts  have  been  either  entirelv  overlooked,  or 
but  cursorily  alluded  to.  I  have  endeavoured,  therefore,  in  the 
present  paper  to  supply,  as  far  as  the  deUcacy  of  the  objects  dis- 
sected would  permit,  the  above  deficiencies,  and,  in  communica- 
ting the  results  of  investigations  conunenced  during  the  summer 
of  1842,  to  enter  into  a  more  full  and  accurate  description  of  the 
anatomy  of  the  Harvest  Spider  than  has  hitherto  appeared.  The 
species  which  I  have  selected  for  this  purpose  is  Phalangium 
Opilio,  as  it  is  the  most  abundant  about  London,  and  has  been 
regarded  also  as  typical  of  the  genus  to  which  it  belongs. 

External  Anatomy. — ^The  dermo-^keleton  of  P/udanffium  is 
constituted,  as  in  the  other  Arachnida,  by  the  external  integu- 
ment, which  is  continuous  over  the  whole  body,  but  variously 
disposed  and  inflected,  to  form  prolongations  for  the  lodgement 
of  the  different  viscera  and  attachment  of  muscles.  Its  texture  is 
tough  and  coriaceous,  as  in  the  true  spiders,  and  of  a  firmer  con- 
sistence at  the  anterior  than  the  posterior  extremity  of  the  ani- 
mal, namely,  upon  the  upper  and  under  surface  of  the  cephalo- 

•  Hist  Nat  des  Fourmis :  Paris,  1802. 

f  Ueberdie  Verdauungswerkzeuge  der  Insekten,  1811. 

I  M^m.  Apteroloeique,  1804.  §  M^m.  du  Mus. 

1)  Natur.  System  der  Ungefliigelten  Insekten:  Berlin,  1797. 

Jim.  ^  Mag.  N.  Hist.    Vol.  xii.  M 
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thorax^  upon  the  sternal  plate,  and  the  first  dorsal  and  ventral 
segments  of  the  abdomen. 

It  consists  of  three  layers,  which,  being  but  loosely  adherent, 
may  be  readily  separated  mm  each  other.  The  outer,  or  epidermit, 
is  colourless  and  transparent,  and  made  up  of  numerous  minute, 
irregularly  conical  and  projecting  cells,  closely  set  upon  a  subja- 
cent connecting  membrane,  but  not  in  contact  with  each  other. 
Besides  these,  there  are  other  larger,  more  opake  and  prominent 
cells,  scattered  less  freely  over  the  rest  of  the  integmnent,  and 
prolonged  here  and  there  to  form  short  spines.  Lastly,  a  set  of 
large,  more  or  less  obtusely  conical,  flattened  or  papilliform  emi- 
nences are  distributed,  few  in  nimiber,  and  with  regularity  wher- 
ever they  occur,  and  are  remarkable  for  having  a  single  bristle, 
springing  from  a  tubercle,  seated  upon  one  side  of  their  base.  They 
are  arranged  in  a  single  row  upon  the  middle  of  each  dorsal 
segment,  around  the  comese  of  the  middle  pair  of  eyes,  and  an 
the  sides  and  anterior  margin  of  the  oephalo«thorax,  presenting 
the  most  acuminated  form  however  in  the  first  of  these  situations 
Upon  the  internal  surface  of  the  integument  several  rounded  de- 
pressions are  seen  to  lead  into  the  interior  of  these  large  tuber- 
cles, showing  that  they  are  formed  by  simple  evenions  of  the 
^idermis,  which  has  become  hard  and  homy  in  such  sitoatioQa. 
The  smallest  sized  cells  are  continued  for  a  short  extent  into  these 
cavities,  which  contain,  generally,  a  blackish  nodule  of  colouring 
matter.  The  points  of  attachment  of  the  muscular  fisaoioali  are 
apparent  as  numerous  rounded  or  oval  patches  of  a  pale  brown 
colour,  and  of  different  sizes,  placed  upon  slight  internal  eleva*> 
tions,  which  correspond  with  certain  dark  impressed  puncta  upon 
the  outer  surface,  and  of  a  fibrous  texture,  resulting  from  the 
still  adherent  but  divided  ends  of  the  fasciculi.  Internal  to  the 
above  layer  is  the  second  or  pigmentary.  It  consists  of  a  whites^ 
delicate  and  homogeneous  membrane  which  supports  a  granular 
matter,  disposed  in  patches  between  it  and  the  epidermis,  and 
which  corresponds  in  position  with  the  dark  spots  and  markings 
seen  upon  the  exterior  of  the  animal,  and  is  prolonged  also  into 
the  LDterior  of  the  hollow  tubercles.  Beneath  the  above  is  a  atrufr- 
ture  which  may  be  regarded  as  analogous  to  the  oorium  of  in« 
sects,  yet  which  differs  from  it  in  not  being  composed  of  nume* 
rous  fibres  interlacing  with  each  other,  but  fomung  a  singley 
regularly  disposed  stratum  or  layer,  simUar  to  that  found  in  the 
Pulmonary  Arachnida.  It  consists  of  several  fsseiculi,  of  large 
size,  and  separated  from  each  other  by  a  considerable  interval, 
which  are  arranged  longitudinally  upon  the  under  surface  of  the 
animal,  where  they  are  also  most  numerous,  but  take  a  more  or 
less  oblique  direction  upon  the  sides.  They  are  composed  of  six 
or  more  elongated  and  flattened  fibres,  lying  close  and  parallel 
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with  each  other,  so  as  to  constitate  a  band  which  passes  (at  least 
upon  the  inferior  surface  of  the  abdomen,)  firom  the  inflected 
margin  of  one  segment  to  the  distal  border  of  the  next,  each  fibre 
having  a  distinct  and  separate  attachment  by  its  two  extremities 
to  the  elevations,  above  noticed,  upon  the  internal  surface  of  the 
epidermis,  while  the  intermediate  portion  lies  free  over  the  space 
of  two  s^ments,  and  may  be  readily  raised  therefrom  upon  the 
point  of  a  fine  needle.  Examined  with  a  power  of  200  linear, 
each  of  these  fasciculi  is  seen  to  be  made  up  of  an  aggregation  (^ 
smaller  fibrilke,  which  ure  apparent  from  the  ends  of  the  former 
when  detached,  giving  to  them  a  tufted  or  brush-shaped  figure. 
There  are  no  traces  of  transverse  strise  upon  these  fibres,  and  they 
do  not  dissolve  or  lose  their  form  by  maceration,  like  ordinary 
muscular  tissue.  In  certain  situations,  as  upon  the  sides  of  ihe 
abdmnen  and  thorax,  the  form  of  their  bands  is  triangular,  the 
i^oes  bong  directed  upwards,  and  I  have  observed  them  to  pre- 
sent tiiexe  a  very  glistening  nacreous  lustre. 

A  comparison  of  the  above  structure  of  the  integument  in  PA«- 
hmffmm  with  that  of  a  lai^  species  of  Epeira  {B.  maeulata,  Fab.) 
presents  many  obvious  points  of  resemblance ;  the  chief  difference 
being,  that  in  the  latter  the  fibres  of  the  corium  are  more  closely 
arranged,  are  smaller  in  prq)ortion  to  the  sise  of  the  animal,  and 
all  take  a  transverse  direction  within  the  abdomen,  and  are  more- 
over enveloped  both  above  and  below  by  a  considerable  layer  of 
fat,  which,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  scattered  adipose  granules 
in  the  same  situation,  can  be  scarcely  said  to  exist  in  the  harvest 
spider.  Notwithstanding  the  entire  absence  of  transverse  string 
I  am  disposed  to  regard  the  fibres  of  the  corium  as  constituting 
a  thin  muscular  expansion,  which  in  the  Arachnida  generally  may 
take  the  place,  and  supply  the  function  of,  the  regular  longi- 
tadinal  musclcHs  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen  in  insects,  which 
would  otherwise  be  wanting  in  the  fiemiily  and  class  under  consi- 
deration. 

The  body  of  PkaUmgnm  (PL  III.  fig.  1.)  appears  at  first  to  be 
composed  only  of  a  single  piece,  so  intimately  are  the  cephalo- 
thorax  and  abdomen  blended  together ;  but  when  examined 
more  closely,  a  distinction  into  these  two  principal  divisions  is 
readily  observed,  though  they  are  not  so  clearly  indicated  as  in 
some  of  the  Tracheary  Araclmida,  such  as  Craleodes^  where  an  in-> 
tervening  c<Mi8triction  denotes  their  respective  limits.  I  shall 
consider,  therefore,  each  (^  these  portions  of  the  dermo-skeleton 
separately,  commencing  with  the  cephalo-thorax  and  the  structures 
appended  thereto. 

The  cephaUh-tlwrax  in  P.  OpUio  (PI.  III.  fig.  1.  ci)  occupies 
about  one-fifth  of  the  entire  length  of  the  body.  The  upper  plate 
or  iudUfr,  darker  in  colour  than  the  rest,  is,  as  regards  its  coi^ 
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tour,  elliptical^  more  or  less  convex  upon  its  upper  surface^  ha- 
ving  the  lateral  margins  sinuated  and  prolonged  backwards,  the 
anterior  deeply  excavated  by  a  crescentic  not^h,  which  is  inter- 
rupted in  the  middle  by  a  slight  rounded  projection,  while  be- 
hind, a  transverse  curved  and  elevated  ridge  (r)  supporting  a  single 
row  of  spines  marks  out  its  limits  from  the  abdomen.  Situated 
nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  thoracic  shield  is  a  large  and  promi- 
nent tubercle  {t),  somewhat  quadrilateral  in  form,  with  the  angles 
rounded  o£f,  its  transverse  diameter  being  greater  than  its  longi- 
tudinal, and  encroached  upon  on  either  side,  in  an  oblique  di- 
rection upwards  and  inwards,  by  the  round  and  glistening  comese 
of  the  middle  pair  of  eyes.  Along  the  superior  and  posterior 
margins  of  these  comese,  but  at  alittle  distance  from  the  latter,  is 
a  row  of  obtuse  tubercular  eminences,  and  between  these  a  slight 
groove,  dividing  the  upper  surface  of  the  binocular  support  along 
the  median  line.  Upon  either  side,  and  in  front  of  the  latter,  the 
thoracic  plate  presents  a  wedge-shaped  elevation  (e)  which  extends 
from  the  posterior  ridge,  narrowing  towards  the  anterior  margin 
of  the  thorax,  beyond  which  it  projects.  Its  anterior  angles  are 
furnished  witii  a  cluster  of  tubercles,  and  towards  the  plane  of 
position  of  the  ocular  support  it  inclines  downwards,  so  as  to  leave 
a  slight  circumjacent  groove.  Upon  either  side  of  the  thorax,  at 
a  point  opposite  to  die  interval  betwixt  the  coxae  of  the  two 
anterior  pairs  of  legs,  is  an  oblong,  laterally  compressed  ridge, 
bounded  internally  by  an  impressed  and  wavy  line,  externally  by 
one  of  the  sinuosities  of  the  lateral  margins,  and  which  supports 
a  single  ovoid  cornea  (c),  having  one  or  more  tubercles  near  to 
either  extremity.  From  the  centre  of  the  anterior  margin  of  the 
thoracic  plate  there  is  prolonged,  in  a  vertical  direction  down- 
wards, a  homy  partition  (PI.  III.  fig.  8.  s),  which  separates  the 
cavities  for  the  insertion  of  the  chelicerse  upon  either  side,  and 
which  is  attached  below  to  what  appears,  when  viewed  in  situ,  as 
a  cordate  horizontal  body  (ex)  supporting  in  front  a  lanceolate 
deflexed  structure,  both  of  which  assist  in  closing  the  cavity  of 
the  mouth  anteriorly,  and  will  be  considered,  therefore,  more  in 
detail  in  speaking  of  the  manducatory  organs. 

The  first  articulated  pieces,  commencing  from  before  backwards, 
which  will  require  our  attention,  are  the  two  chelicerm  or  antennal 
claws  (PL  III.  fig.  8.  ch).  These  organs  consist  each  of  two  coria- 
ceous joints.  The  basal,  shorter  than  the  one  succeeding  and  late- 
rally compressed,  has  its  upper  surface  convex  anteriorly,  the  lower 
concave,  and  prolonged  further  backwards  to  form  with  the  pos- 
terior margin  an  acute  angle,  and  is  received  into  the  cavity,  si- 
tuated with  its  fellow,  upon  either  side  of  the  vertical  septum, 
above  mentioned.  These  cavities  lie  immediately  beneam  the 
anterior  border  of  the  thoracic  plate,  by  inflections  of  which  they 
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are  formed^  and  by  which  they  are  bounded  from  above^  laterally^ 
by  two  pieces  which  support  the  maxillary  palpi^  and  below^  by 
the  appendages  to  their  internal  septum.  There  are  a  few  scattered 
spines  and  bristles  upon  the  upper  surface  of  this  joint.  Its  move- 
ments are  limited  to  simple  ginglymus  in  a  vertical  direction,  or 
upwards  and  downwards,  and  when  at  rest,  the  basal  joints  he 
perfectly  parallel  mth  each  other,  and  upon  a  plane  nearly  level 
with  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  cephalo-thoracic  shield.  Ihe  se- 
cond or  terminal  joint  of  the  cheUcera  is  articulated  to  the  above 
at  an  acute  angle.  It  is  broadest  behind,  where  it  presents  a 
slight  conical  projection,  and  graduaUy  tapers  toward  its  termi- 
nation, becoming  flattened  from  before  backwards,  and  is  there 
prolonged  intemallv  to  form  a  curved  homypincer,  dentatedand 
immoveable,  and  which  is  opposed  to  another  {d)  similarly  con- 
structed but  longer,  having  a  single  triangular  tooth  larger  than 
the  rest  on  the  middle  of  its  inner  edge,  and  which  moves  freely 
in  a  horizontal  direction  against  the  first.  Along  the  upper  sur- 
face of  this  joint  and  upon  the  sides,  especially  the  inner,  are  rows 
c^  short  black  bristles.  When  at  rest,  these  joints  are  bent  at  a 
right  angle  with  the  basal,  and  parallel  with  each  other,  are  sup- 
ported by  the  first  pair  of  maxillBe.  These  organs,  which,  unlike 
their  analogues  in  the  true  spiders,  are  unprovided  with  any 
poison-sac,  serve  merely  for  grasping  the  food,  and  retaining  it  in 
contact  with  the  organs  of  manducation  placed  upon  the  under 
surface  of  the  thorax.  Before  proceeding,  however,  to  the  exami- 
nation of  these  latter,  it  will  be  best  to  explain  the  construction 
c^  certain  parts,  to  which  allusion  has  been  already  made. 

The  anterior  margin  of  the  cephalo-thorax  (PI.  III.  fig.  3.  m) 
is  deflected  obliquely  downwards  for  its  entire  extent,  to  form  a 
thinner  piece,  paler  in  colour  than  the  rest,  and  grooved  along 
the  median  line,  its  free  border  being  crescentic,  but  prolonged 
in  the  middle  to  form  the  triangular  origin  of  the  vertical  sep- 
tum {$).  This  septum  is  laterally  compressed,  cartilaginous,  and 
membranous  to  a  sUght  extent  upon  the  margins  (PI.  III.  fig.  4.  s), 
but  it  is  not  prolonged  backwards  into  the  thoracic  cavity,  so  that 
the  muscles,  trached  trunks,  &c.  passing  from  the  latter  into  the 
chelicerse,  are  in  contact  with  each  other  internally.  The  cavities 
for  the  reception  of  the  latter  organs  are  incomplete  also  exter- 
nally, their  outer  wall  being  constituted  simply  by  the  basal 
portion  of  the  maxillary  palpus  {bp).  The  horizontal  piece,  with 
the  posterior  margin  of  which  the  septum  is  confluent  in  a  bifur- 
cated manner  below,  is  of  a  somewhat  elongate  and  quadrate 
form.  Its  upper  surface  is  elevated  obliquely  forwards  m)m  the 
posterior  margin,  to  form  a  convex,  smooth,  transversely  oval  and 
r^ular  projection  (PI.  III.  fig.  4.  a),  sUghtly  overlapping  the  base 
of  the  labrum  (/). 
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The  posterior  and  inferior  margins  of  this^  the  eptpharynw  («o 
called^  as  will  be  seen  hereafter^  in  treating  of  the  digestive  or- 
gans, from  its  lying  upon  the  pharynx,  or  rather  inclosing  that 
portion  of  the  alimentary  canal),  are  prolonged  backwards,  to 
form  two  elongated  projections  (/)  directed  shghtly  outwards, 
nearly  of  equal  width  throughout,  having  the  superior  margin 
concave,  the  inferior  somewhat  convex,  and  terminating  by  an 
abrupt  truncated  extremity.  Below,  the  epipharynx  is  hollowed 
out  (PL  III.  fig.  5.  ti)  by  Deing  bent  laterally  upon  itself,  in  the 
direction  downwards,  the  margins  of  the  inflections  being  pro- 
longed inwards  in  an  angular  form,  and  serving  to  define  or  se- 
parate the  borders  of  the  cavity  into  tWb  distinct  portions ;  an 
anterior,  obovate,  with  the  large  end  directed  forwards,  and  the 
plane  of  the  opening  being  obliquely  upwards,  while  the  poste- 
rior, expanded  behind  and  narrower  in  front,  is  circumscribed 
by  die  divergent  angles  above  mentioned  (/).  At  the  point  of 
attachment  of  the  septum  the  upper  surface  is  depressed,  and 
occasionally  frimished  with  a  cluster  of  small  spines  (^),  and 
upon  either  side  it  is  bounded  from  the  lateral  prolongations  by 
a  transverse,  thick  and  cartilaginous  ridge  (g),  continuous  with 
their  superior  and  inferior  margins.  Situated  upon  the  upper 
surface,  on  either  side  of  the  base  of  the  posterior  angles,  ure  two 
short,  conical  and  cartilaginous  projections  (A),  directed  obliquely 
outwards  upon  the  sides  of  the  basal,  joint  of  the  cheticer®. 

The  labrum  or  epistome  (/),  which  overlies  the  oral  aperture, 
is  a  cartilaginous,  papilliform  and  hollow  structure,  prolonged 
by  its  base  from  the  anterior  extremity  of  the  epipharynx.  It 
has  a  few  bristles  upon  its  upper  convex  surface,  and  the  inferior 
surface  is  concave. 

The  internal  surftM^  of  the  cephalo-thorax  presents  several 
grooves  or  ridges  corresponding  with  the  external  elevations  or 
depressiims.  A  transverse  posterior  groove,  defining  its  limits 
from  the  abdominal  cavity;  a  middle  triangular  fossa,  having  in 
its  centre  a  nearly  circular  opening,  leading  into  the  deep  cavity 
of  the  ocular  tuoercle;  on  either  side,  anteriorly,  the  cdlipticiu 
opening  of  the  lateral  eyes ;  and  internal  to  these,  two  wi(k  and 
oblique  grooves,  bounded  externally  by  a  narrow  ridge. 

Upon  either  side  of  the  basal  joints  of  the  chehcerse,  externally, 
two  cartilaginous  pieces  (PI.  III.  figs.  8  and  5.  bp)  descend  ver- 
tioally  from  the  antero-lateral  angles  of  the  thoracic  shield.  They 
are  of  an  elongated  and  irregularly  triangular  shape,  their  bases 
bdng  directed  downwards,  and  presenting  upon  their  anterior 
surface  an  elevated  articular  cavity  (PL  III.  fig.  5.  h)  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  first  free  joint  of  the  palpus  (2),  whilst,  beyond 
this  point,  an  expanded  prolongation  passing  inwards  towards 
the  median  line  constitutes  the  first  pair  of  jaws  (t).    This  cavity 
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(PL  III.  %.  9.  y)  if  formed  by  a  division  of  the  joint  into  two 
p(»tiona :  the  internal  (PI.  III.  fig.  9.  v),  more  or  lets  convex^  hat 
Its  margins  raised  in  front  into  ridges^  which  circumscribe  a 
quadrilateral  surface^  and  abuts  against  the  anterior  part  of  the 
epipharynx,  and  terminates  by  bending  upon  itself  in  an  outward 
direction^  to  fonn>  behind  the  second  joint  of  the  palpus^  a  trans- 
verse oval  projection  of  a  white  colour^  and  beset  with  bristles 
(PI.  III.  figs.  9  and  10.  tt)  j  while  the  external  is  continued  as  an 
elongate  and  flattened  piece  (PI.  III.  fig.  10.  o),  concave  within^ 
and  with  thickened  ed^^  to  be  connected  with  a  corneous  arci« 
form  fold  of  the  manllse  {n),  presently  to  be  described.  That 
the  above  pieces  are  in  reality  but  a  pair  of  coxal  joints^  modified 
like  those  of  the  foot-jaws  of  the  Crustaceans^  or  their  corre- 
sponding parts  in  the  other  Arachnida^  to  subserve  a  double 
fonction^  is  evident  both  from  their  position  and  general  form ) 
and  in  sphecies  where  the  palpi  are  largely  developed^  as  P.  CoT" 
ttutum,  this  analogy  becomes  still  more  striking.  I  shall  there- 
fore eonsider  these  as  the  true  basd  joints  of  the  palpi^  each  of 
which  will  thus  consist  of  tiw  principal  divisions^  comparable  to 
those  of  the  legs^  instead  of  five,  as  described  by  authors.  The 
second  joint  ot  the  palpus  (PI.  III.  fig.  8.  2)^  representing  then 
the  exinguinal  or  trochanteric  of  the  extremities^  shorter  than  the 
one  succeeding^  is  articulated  in  a  ginglymoid  manner  to  the 
basal.  It  is  broadest  superiorly,  its  upper  surface  sUghtly  con- 
cave, its  lower  convex,  and  it  is  dotted  over  with  short  stiff  bris« 
das*.  The  third,  fourth  and  fifth  joints  (3,  4,  6)  are  constructed 
upon  the  same  plan  with  the  second,  the  third  nearlv  equalling 
in  length  the  two  others,  and  curved  slightly  upwards,  with  the 
surface  spined  and  bristly.  The  fourth  and  fifth,  analogous  to 
the  divided  tibia,  as  the  former  was  to  the  femoral,  are  more 
curved  than  the  rest,  and  dilated  anteriorly.  The  sixth  (Q),  ter- 
mini or  tarsal  joint,  is  the  longest  and  narrowest  of  all,  cylin- 
drical^ and  widening  gradually  towards  the  apex,  where  it  termi- 
nates in  an  obtuse,  rounded  extremity,  supporting  a  single  small 
hook  or  unguis,  its  whole  sur&ce  being  plentifuUv  furnished,  like 
that  of  the  two  preceding,  with  bristles  of  unequal  length.  When 
the  pdpi  are  at  rest,  thev  are  bent  upwards  at  an  acute  angle 
with  the  basal  joint,  and  downwards  again,  at  the  junction  of  the 
third  and  fourth  articulations,  the  first  of  which  rests  against  the 
outer  side  of  the  oheUcera,  projecting  above  the  anterior  margin 
of  the  thoracic  shield. 

Hahn  (in  his  'Die  Araohniden')  has  figured  the  sexual  differ- 
ences in  tne  pahn  of  a  male  and  female  P.  Opilio.  The  fourth 
joint  of  the  mtde  ui  represented  as  having  a  hair^  prolongation 
springing  from  it,  nearly  equalling  in  size  the  jomt  itself,  while 
that  of  the  female  is  destitute  of  any  such  appendage,  and  the 
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joints  are  more  slender  and  uniform  throughout.  I  have  exa- 
mined with  care  the  palpi  of  several  male  and  female  PhaUmgia, 
and  can  discern  no  such  structure  as  that  indicated  by  Hahn  in 
the  male.  The  only  apparent  differences  in  these  organs  are^  a 
greater  thickness  of  the  joints  in  the  male  (PI.  III.  fig.  6.^) 
than  in  the  female  (PL  III.  fig.  7.  ? ),  with  the  bristles  upon 
them  stronger  and  better  defined^  and  the  anterior  dilatation 
of  the  tenmnal  joint  more  abrupt  and  rounded  in  the  former 
than  the  latter.  With  regard  to  the  chelicerse,  the  joints  are  also 
larger  and  more  robust^  and  the  posterior  angle  of  the  second 
one  is  more  prominent  in  the  male  than  in  the  female  (PI.  III. 
figs.  6,  7.). 

Posteriorly^  and  internal  to  the  second  joint  of  the  palpi,  are 
situated  the  first  pair  of  maxUUe,  a  continuation,  as  has  been  seen 
above,  of  their  basal  articulation  (PI.  III.  fig.  8.  A).  When 
viewed  in  situ  from  the  under  surface  of  the  body  (PI.  III.  fig.  8. 
A),  they  have  the  appearance  of  two  membranous,  dilated  and 
cordiform  bodies,  lying  in  contact  with  each  other  along  the  me- 
dian line,  their  broad  ends  placed  beneath  the  extremity  of  the 
labrum  (/),  while  their  apices,  directed  towards  the  interval  be- 
tween the  second  pair  of  jaws,  are  marked  by  several  curved  and 
longitudinal  folds.  The  turgid  condition  of  these  organs,  and  of 
the  succeeding  pair,  alluded  to  by  Latreille*  as  occumng  in  them 
when  emplo^^ed,  seems  in  the  present  case  to  be  caused  by  the 
spirit,  in  wmch  the  specimens  have  been  kept,  penetrating  and 
^stending  their  interior ;  and  this  will  be  readily  understood, 
when  it  is  premised  that  their  essential  construction  is  that  of  a 
coriaceous  membrane,  plicated  and  folded  upon  itself  from  below 
upwards  to  form  a  hollow  pouch.  The  form  of  these  maxilke  is 
oblong,  terminating  in  an  uregular,  sUghtly  expanded,  or  clavate 
extremity.  They  present  for  examination  three  distinct  surfaces : 
a  superior,  lying  nearly  upon  a  level  with  the  upper  part  of  the 
epipharynx  and  labrum ;  an  inferior,  directed  obUquely  upwards 
and  backwards ;  and  an  internal,  approximated  with  its  fellow 
along  the  median  line.  Upon  the  &rst  of  these,  posteriorly,  and 
to  its  outer  side,  is  a  conical  curved  projection  (PI.  III.  fig.  9.  k) 
with  an  acute  and  membranous  point ;  and  leading  inwar£»  from 
the  base  of  this,  towards  the  apex  of  the  labrum,  with  the  sides 
of  which  the  jaws  are  united,  is  a  thickened  ridge  (Q.  Beyond 
the  latter  is  the  turgid  dilatation  of  the  maxilla,  of  a  dark  colour 
towards  the  tip,  from  its  becoming  there  densely  clothed  with 
hair,  and  transversely  plicated  (m).  Turning  next  to  the  inferior 
surface  (PI.  III.  fig.  8.  A),  the  shape  of  which,  as  resulting  from 
its  being  partly  concealed  by  the  second  pair  of  jaws,  has  been 
already  described,  by  drawing  it  shghtly  forwards,  a  dark,  homy 
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and  semicylindrical  bow  (PI.  III.  fig.  10.  n)  is  perceived.  It 
commences  by  a  pointed  extremity,  which  is  continued  from  one 
of  the  external  folds,  and  runs  almost  parallel  with  the  anterior 
margin  of  the  second  pair  of  jaws,  bending  as  it  approaches  the 
median  line,  and  passing  upwards  towards  the  under  surface  of 
the  epipharynx,  this  vertical  part  of  its  course  being  about  twice 
the  length  of  the  preceding,  or  transverse.  When  at  some  depth 
above  the  under  surface  of  the  body,  this  bow  bends  again  sud- 
denly upon  itself  in  the  direction  upwards,  the  convexity  formed 
by  the  loop  being  placed  most  external,  and  narrowing  and  be- 
coming flattened  as  it  proceeds  obliquely  upwards  and  inwards, 
terminates  by  blending  with  the  free  border  of  the  folded  mem- 
brane of  the  jaws.  Within  the  concavity  formed  by  this  bow 
may  be  seen  the  rounded  extremity  of  the  elongate  piece  (PI.  III. 
figs.  9  and  10.  o)  mentioned  in  speaking  of  the  maxillary  palpi,  and 
with  which  the  bow  is  connected  by  a  thin  membrane  externally, 
while  on  the  opposite  side  it  is  continuous  with  that  of  the  jaws. 
After  it  has  reached,  however,  the  lower  border  of  this  piece,  it 
curves  round  it,  and  is  then  simply  supported  by  the  free  and 
ddicate  margin  of  the  maxillse  (Pi.  III.  fig.  9.  /?).  This  latter, 
thickened  and  cartilaginous  for  about  half  its  extent,  forms  an 
angle  superiorly  {q)  with  that  portion  of  the  maxiUa  which  is 
continuous  with  the  margins  of  the  labrum,  and  projecting  in 
the  middle  triangularly,  becomes  very  thin  and  membranous,  and 
where  the  terminal  p^ui;  of  the  bow  rests  upon  it,  is  prolonged 
upwards  in  an  obtusely  angular  manner.  The  bow  itself  is  formed 
by  a  simple  eflection  of  the  maxillary  membrane,  and  its  (nrlinder 
is  incomplete  inferiorly,  where  the  margins  coalesce  with  the 
latter.  The  dark  colour  of  the  anterior  phcated  portion  of  the 
mflTillflR  is  due  to  the  presence  of  numerous  brown,  closely  ap- 
pressed  hairs,  which  are  longest  upon  the  middle  of  the  folds, 
and  have  an  oblique  direction  upwards.  They  are  seated  upon 
short  and  parallel  ridges,  and  give  a  pecuharly  soft  and  velvety 
appearance  to  the  jaws. 

As  the  first  pair  of  jaws  were  found  to  be  formed  by  internal 
prolongations  of  the  basal  joints  of  the  palpi,  which  were  in 
thratiselves,  essentially,  modified  organs  of  locomotion,  so  the 
second,  or  succeeding  pair  of  maxillse,  placed  immediately  behind 
them  (PL  III.  figs.  3  and  8.  B),  occupy  a  similar  position  in  relation 
to  the  fiirst  pair  of  coxae  (1,  1),  and,  though  simpler  in  construc- 
tion, yet  consist,  like  the  preceding,  of  two  memorano-coriaceous 
pouches^  which,  when  distended  by  fluid,  present  a  very  regular 
and  oval  form.  Attached  to  the  anterior  side  of  the  mner  ex- 
tremity of  the  coxee  of  the  first  pair  of  legs  is  a  short  and  longi- 
tudinal ridge  of  integument  (Pl.III.  fig.  12.  a)  with  a  few  bristles 
iqpon  it,  terminating  in  front  by  a  free,  slightly  curved  and  ob- 
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tusely  triangular  point.  Internal  to  this  piece  is  a  lecond  (i^^ 
hollowed  out  within^  and  of  a  prominent  and  nearly  hemiaphen-> 
cal  form^  upon  the  turface  of  which  are  scattered  tuberculated 
bristles^  directed  for  the  most  part  outwards.  To  the  inner 
edge  of  the  above^  which  is  oblique  and  somewhat  ainuated^  the 
membranous  fold  of  the  second  pair  of  maxillse  (c)  is  connected. 
It  is  densely  clothed  with  hair,  excepting  towards  its  free  margin^ 
which  is  curved  upon  itself  as  it  approaches  the  median  line,  and 
becomes  continuous  with  the  inflected  borders  of  the  labium 
(PL  III.  fig.  11.  d).  Externally  it  is  strengthened  and  supported 
by  an  elongated  cartilaginous  piece  {e)^  formed  by  a  deflection  of 
the  first-named  ridge.  The  margins  of  the  jaws  are  also  con- 
nected to  each  other,  so  that  all  horisontal  action  between  them 
is  thereby  prevented. 

Situated  behind  the  above  organs,  and  occupying  in  leng^ 
the  space  intervening  between  the  coxsb  of  the  two  middle  pairs 
of  legs,  is  a  broad  and  nearly  quadrate  labium  (PL  III.  figs.  8j  11, 
and  18.  C) .  Its  anterior  half  is  thin  and  membranous,  and  presents 
a  bilobed  deflexed  margin,  while  its  posterior  moiety  is  opake  and 
coriaceous,  and  is  attaoied  to  a  narrow  transverse  piece  (PI.  Ill* 
fig.  18.  a),  united  laterally  with  the  apices  of  the  third  pair  of 
coxal  joints.  This  last  is  broad  at  either  end  and  constricted  in 
the  middle,  and  is  inflected  twice,  to  form  corresponding  ridges 
within,  llie  margin  by  which  it  articulates  with  the  labium  is 
crescentic. 

There  now  only  remain  to  be  noticed,  as  completing  the  imiru' 
mmta  cibaria,  two  elongate,  obtuse  and  conical  pieces  (PI.  III« 
fig.  14.  a),  which  are  prolonged  forwards  and  inwards  from  the 
coxse  of  the  second  pair  of  legs.  Their  base  presents  a  free  out- 
line, separated  by  a  sUght  constriction  from  the  surface  of  the 
latter  joints,  and  their  margins  are  membranousi  Tb^  are  beset 
with  long  black  bristles  placed  upon  tubercles.  By  either  side  of 
their  base  these  pieces  are  in  contact  with  the  first  and  third 
coxse,  their  posterior  margin  lies  in  front  of  the  sternal  Up,  and 
their  apices  rest  against  and  upon  the  sides  of  the  labium  (PL  III. 
fig.8.b). 

The  abdomen  ot  Phalangiwrn  (PL  III.  figs.  1  and  2.)  is  ovoid 
in  form,  convex  both  above  and  bebw,  but  more  so  upon  the 
upper  a^)ect,  and  narrowed  slightly  towards  its  posterior  extre- 
mity. It  presents  faint  marlungs  of  segments,  which>  though 
less  distinct  in  the  present  species  than  in  some  others,  as  P.  Cor* 
mUutn  and  P.  quadridentatum,  are  sufficiently  indicated  upon  the 
dorsal  surface,  whore  they  are  least  apparent,  by  transverse  rows 
of  dark  tuberculated  bristles  and  slightly  impressed  lines,  the  first 
of  these  corresponding  with  the  midcUe,  the  latt^  with  the  in- 
flected margins  of  the  arcs.    The  first  and  second  of  the  dorsal 
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segmoits  {d$),  ^m  in  all,  are  much  better  defined  than  the  refttj 
which  increase  in  width  towards  the  middle  of  the  abdomen  and 
diminish  again  towards  its  anal  end,  where  they  curve  down* 
wards,  following  the  convex  form  of  the  body  j  so  that  the  last  of 
the  dorsal  arcs  (PL  III.  fig.  2.  o)  presents  itself  as  a  very  smidl 
ovd  plate,  wedged  in  betimt  the  one  which  precedes  it  {ds\  and 
the  last  of  the  ventral  segments,  upon  a  level  nearly  witn  the 
sur&ce  of  which  it  Ues«  The  transverse  depressions  which  sepa* 
rate  the  ventral  segments  from  each  other  are  deeper  than  those 
upon  the  upper  surface  of  the  abdomen,  and  are  rendered  still 
more  distinct  by  the  presence  of  rows  of  dark  elongated  puncta 
{pa).  The  limit  of  the  sternal  portion  of  the  thoorax  (PL  III* 
fiig.  2.  $t),  which  appears  merely  as  a  prolongation  of  the  anterior 
arcs,  is  ^ected  by  the  first  of  the  above  transverse  grooves  (p)| 
tominated  at  either  end  by  a  large  and  impressed  punctum. 
Behind  this  the  ventral  arcs,  five  (5)  in  number,  decrease  in  sise 
from  before  backwards,  and  may  be  very  clearlv  demonstrated 
by  allowing  the  body  of  a  harvest  spider  to  dry,  when  the  integu* 
ment  contracts  into  corresponding  folds.  Internally  there  are 
slight  ridges.  The  sterman  {it),  obtusely  triangukr  in  form, 
extends  as  far  forwards  as  the  coxse  of  the  third  pair  of  legs,  where 
it  forms  a  thickoied,  emarginate  hp^  which  covers  the  aperture 
leading  to  the  sexual  organs.  Upon  either  side,  and  at  a  little 
distance  &om  the  base  of  the  sternal  plate,  is  a  deep  groove  (*), 
situated  between  the  posterior  coxse  and  the  under  surface  of  the 
abdomen,  within  which  are  the  respiratory  openings,  and  which 
is  bounded  internally  by  a  longitudinal  ridge. 

The  organt  of  hcomoiion.  eight  in  number,  constitute,  from 
their  extreme  length,  one  of  the  most  striking  and  characteristio 
features  in  the  outward  form  of  the  Phalangia.  They  radiate 
firom  the  under  surface  of  the  thorax,  as  in  the  Scarpiomda  and 
othw  Arachnida,  and  are  there  attached  by  short,  oonical  and 
obtuse  ooisel  joints  (PL  III.  fig.  8.  c),  the  apices  of  which  converge 
inwards  towards  each  other,  while  their  opposite  ends,  truncated^ 
form  an  articular  cavity,  and  project  upwards,  upon  either  side  of 
the  cephalo-thoracic  pmte.  These  joints  are  formed  by  simple 
eflections  of  the  integument,  and  are  attached  throughout  nearly 
their  entire  length  to  the  thorax,  so  as  to  be  immoveable,  and  thus 
afford  a  fixed  point  of  attachment  for  the  muscles.  Upon  the  in« 
temal  side  of  the  under  surface  of  the  thorax  four  projecting 
septa  are  perceived,  formed,  with  the  exception  of  the  most  ante- 
rior and  posterior,  by  the  contiguous  sides  of  a  pair  of  coxal  joints, 
the  margins  of  which  are  connected  together  by  a  thinner  and 
more  membranous  portion  of  integument,  which  is  readily  thrown 
into  folds  and  again  extended.  The  posterior  septum  is  incom* 
plete,  being  only  formed  internally  by  the  side  of  the  sternum, 
and  the  inner  extremity  of  the  last  coxal  joint.     The  concavities 
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of  the  joints  are  thus  distinctly  circumscribed,  with  the  exception 
of  the  last.  The  apices  of  the  two  posterior  pairs  of  coxse  abut 
against  the  sides  of  the  sternum ;  the  third,  shorter  than  the  rest, 
has  the  elongated  appendage  already  described  in  front,  and  the 
most  anterior  pair  support  the  second  pair  of  jaws.  The  articular 
cavity  presents,  inferiorly,  an  oblique  crescentic  margin,  to  which 
the  hgament  attaching  the  second  joint  is  fixed.  The  upper  half 
of  the  margin  is  straight,  and  has  in  the  centre  an  acute  spine 
directed  outwards.  The  second  joint  or  trochanter,  which  arti- 
culates with  the  preceding  by  ginglymus,  is  of  small  size  and 
somewhat  quadrate  in  form.  It  is  more  convex  below  than  above, 
and  shorter  in  the  reverse  direction,  owing  to  the  oblique  position 
of  the  articular  openings.  The  sides  of  the  distal  extremity  are 
prolonged  into  a  short  spine,  and  the  margin  of  the  proximal 
cavity  presents  in  the  centre,  inferiorly,  a  blunt,  flattened  and 
conical  projection.  A  dark  impressed  line  extends  from  the  distal 
end  of  the  joint  to  nearly  half  the  length  of  the  upper  surface. 
The  third  joint  or  femur,  long  and  slender,  has  rows  of  spines, 
with  short  bristles  intervening  between  them,  disposed  longitudi- 
nally over  it ;  its  inner  extremity  is  slightly  Elated,  and  pro- 
longed obliquely  into  a  conical  shape.  The  external  has  an  ob- 
lique articular  cavity,  for  the  reception  of  the  fourth  joint,  or  first 
portion  of  the  divided  tibia,  which,  with  the  second,  is  constructed 
upon  the  same  general  plan  with  the  femur,  only  it  is  much 
shorter.  To  the  above  joints  succeeds  a  long,  filiform  and  multi- 
articulate  tarsus.  The  first  joint  is  the  longest,  and  from  this 
they  gradually  diminish  in  length  towards  the  extremity  of  the 
tarsus,  where  they  become  nearly  globular.  They  are  fringed 
upon  either  side  with  close-set  hairs,  directed  obhquely  down- 
wards, and  their  anterior  angles  are  frumished  witii  a  str(H)g 
spine.  The  last  joint  is  oblong  in  form,  and  supports  a  single 
curved  and  moveable  hook.  The  following  is  the  number  of 
joints,  commencing  with  those  of  the  anterior  tarsi  .'-r-lst,  87 
joints;  2nd,  76  joints;  8rd,  85  joints;  4th,  88  joints.  Total  for 
aU  the  tarsi,  872  joints. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  PLATE  III. 
Fig*  1.  The  body  of  a  Phalangium  OpiliOf  as  seen  from  its  upper  surface. 

Eight  only  of  the  dorsal  segments  are  visible. 
I^.  2.  The  same,  from  below.     In  both  views  the  legs  have  been  removed 

at  their  articulations  with  the  coxae,  leaving  only  the  latter  attached 

to  the  cephalo-thorax. 
Fig,  3.  An  antero-inferior  view  of  the  cephalo-thorax,  exhibiting  the  cheli- 

cerae  drawn  apart  to  show  their  vertical  septum,  the  epipharynx 

and  labrum,  /;  the  first  and  second  pair  of  maxillae,  with  toe  palpi 

and  first  pair  of  coxal  joints.  1 . 
Fig,  4.  A  side  view  of  the  septum,  epiphaiynx  and  labrum,  detached. 
Fig.  5.  External  view  of  the  right  cheucera,  to  show  the  basal  joint  of  the 

maxillary  palpus,  prolonged  inwards  at  i,  to  form  the  first  pair  of 

jaws. 
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Fiif.  6.  Male  chaKeera  and  palpus.    Fig,  7.  Female  ditto. 

Fig,  6.  Inferior  view  of  the  maxillary  organs,  as  they  appear  when  distended 
with  spirit;  1,  2,  3>  the  three  anterior  coxs. 

Fig,  9.  Internal  view  of  left  maxilla  of  the  first  pair;  z  is  the  part  hy  which 
it  is  attached  to  the  side  of  the  epistome. 

Fig*  10.  External  and  superior  surface  of  ditto. 

Fig.  11.  Internal  view  of  the  second  pair  of  maxillae,  to  illustrate  their  con- 
nection with  the  lahiuro. 

Fig.  12.  External  view  of  left  maxilla  of  second  pair. 

Fig.  13.  The  labium  detached,  and  viewed  from  the  external  surface. 

Fig.  14.  One  of  the  appendages  to  the  oozsb  of  the  second  pair  of  legs  (left 
side). 
The  above  are  all  magnified  ^^res  of  the  objects,  as  seen  under  simple 

lenses,  ranging  from  H,  i,  to  4^  mch,  focal  length. 

[To  be  continued.] 


XX. — List  of  Birds  obtained  in  the  vicinity  of  Calcutta,  from  Sep- 
tember  1841  to  March  1843  incltisive.  By  Edward  Blyth, 
Curator  to  the  Museum  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal. 

[Continued  from  p.  101.] 

127.  Hirundo  rvstica.  I  have  never  seen  a  living  swallow  since 
my  arrival ;  but  the  museum  contains  an  example  of  this  species  pro- 
cured in  the  neighbourhood. 

128.  Motadlla  leucopsis,  Gould;  M.  alboides,  Hodgson;  figured 
by  Sonnerat.  Very  common  during  the  cool  season.  This  species 
is  even  intermediate  to  the  nearly  tdlied  M.  alba  and  M,  Yarrellii  of 
Europe  :  like  the  latter,  it  has  a  black  back  in  summer,  and  is  di- 
stinguished from  both  by  the  quantity  of  white  on  its  wings. 

129.  M.  boarula.     Common  in  the  winter  months. 

130.  M.  variegaia,  Vieillot,  not  of  Latham.  A  remarkable  spe- 
cies, of  which  might  be  made  a  separate  subdivision.  It  is  nearly  re- 
lated to  Budgtes,  but  the  hind- claw  is  not  lengthened.  I  procured  a 
single  mutilated  hve  specimen  from  a  bazar  shikaree,  and  am  told 
that  it  may  now  and  then  be  met  with  in  the  mango  orchards. 

131.  Anthus  arboreus  (?).  Common  in  the  cool  season,  lliough 
most  closely  allied,  I  am  not  altogether  satisfied  of  its  identity  with 
the  species  of  Europe. 

132.  A.  Richardi.  Common  about  rice-fields.  This  bird  is  cap- 
tured in  great  numbers  for  the  table,  and  sold  with  others  under  the 
general  name  of  '  Ortolan.'  They  are  brought  alive  to  the  bazar, 
having  the  feathers  of  one  wing  torn  out,  and  very  often  those  of  the 
tan,  from  the  careless  manner  in  which  this  is  done.  Hence  the 
mutilated  condition  of  the  specimens  of  Nos.  91,  92,  93  and  130, 
which  I  have  alone  hitherto  obtained. 

133.  A.  agilis.  Common  in  dry  situations  during  the  cool  season, 
much  rarer  at  other  times. 

134.  Alauda  Gangetica,  nobis;  A.  gulgula,  Franklin,  apud  nos, 
Joum.  As.  Soc.  Beng.  xi.  201.  Common,  and  frequently  sold  for 
the  table :  breeds  in  the  neighbourhood. 
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135.  A.aracilii,  nobis,  J.  A.  8.  B.  id.  In  compliment  to  those 
who  differ  mm  me  in  opinion  respecting  this  bird,  I  shall  not  hers 
enumerate  it  as  a  distinct  species,  and  1  much  wish  to  establish  its 
distinctness  on  the  authority  of  other  specimens. 

136.  Corypha  (?  G.  R.  Gray)  haghaira ;  Emberiza  baghaira,  Frank- 
lin ;  Alauda  Dukhunensis,  Sykes.  Brought  in  immense  numbers  for 
the  table  during  March ;  being  the  *  Ortolan,'  more  especially  so 
styled,  of  Anglo- Indian  epicures. 

137.  MirafraAgiometms,  McClelland  and  Horsfield.  Often  brought 
to  the  bazar  among  the  so-called  *  Ortolans.'  Breeds  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

138.  M,  (?)  eantoMB,  Jerdon.  The  true  Jggan  of  India  generally. 
I  have  obtained  one  wild-shot  specimen,  and  seen  others  in  cages, 
they  being  very  highly  esteemed  for  their  song. 

139.  Pyrrhulauda  crucigera.  Common  at  all  seasons,  in  the  loca- 
lities they  frequent. 

140.  kupleciea  PhilHpensis,     Common. 

141.  Eu.  Bengalmuis.  Occasionally  proenrable  in  considerable 
numbers  in  the  shops,  being  taken  in  the  neighbourhood. 

142.  Eu.  striatus,  nobis,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xi.  873.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  this  species,  and  I  am  told  that  it  breeds  abundantly  in 
some  high  reeds  a  few  miles  from  Calcutta. 

143.  Amadina  punctata ;  Fringilla  punicea,  Horsfield.  The  im- 
mense numbers  of  amaduvats  brought  to  the  shops  are,  I  believe, 
obtained  from  some  distance. 

144.  Spermesteg  nUorm ;  Muma  acuticauda,  Hodgson.  Tblerably 
common. 

145.  8p.  melanocephahi ;  Muma  ruhromger,  Hodgson.  Tolerably 
common. 

The  Java  sparrows  (8p.  orygivora)  sold  in  the  Calcutta  shops  are 
all  imported. 

146.  Passer  domestieus.  As  common  as  in  England.  I  have  also 
specimens  from  Southern  and  from  Western  India,  but  not  any 
agreeing  with  the  P.  Indicus,  Jardine  and  Selby.  /  think,  however, 
that  they  difier  from  the  British  sparrow  in  having  much  whiter 
nnder-parts. 

147.  Emberita  Jucata  (?) ;  E.  da,  apud  Jerdon :  vide  J.  A.  S.  B. 
xi.  601. 

148.  Erytkrsspita  (?)  rosea ;  Fringilla  rosea,  Vieillot :  vide  J.  A. 
S.  B.  zL  461.  Often  sold  in  the  shops,  and  occasionally  (as  I  am 
informed)  shot  in  the  neighbouriiood. 

149.  Ckloropsis  auri/^ons ;  erroneously  figured  as  CM.  Malaharicus 
by  Messrs.  Jardine  and  Selby*.  Now  and  then  brought  in  some  plenty 
to  the  shops,  but  I  have  not  ascertained  it  to  inhabit  this  neighbour- 
hood.    It  is  a  pleasing  songster. 

150.  Cinnyris  solaf.    Very  common. 

151.  C.  Mahrattensis.     Not  rare  during  the  cool  season. 

•  Corrected  in  description  of  V\.  C. — Ed. 

f  C.  9otaf  Jerdon,  and  nost.  of  the  Cat.  of  Indian  Birds,  is  C.  Zeyfonica^ 
Linn. 
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152.  Dic^nan  erythronotum.     Rart. 

158.  D.  TieMiut,  nobis  $  N^etarinia  wUnima,  Tiokall.    Very  com- 


154.  FtM^o  wdUtmrii.    Common. 
156.  F.  Haineia^  Jerdon.     Not  me. 

156.  Columba  tigrina.    Extremely  common. 

157.  C.  riforMi  (?).    Tolerably  common. 

158.  amMM,  Bykei. 

159.  C.  httmilis.  These  two  species  may  often  be  purohased  in 
Hm  ahope»  bnt  do  not  appear  to  be  oommon  in  this  Tioinity. 

160.  CJmmniem.    Tolerably  common. 

161.  C.  iwim  (?),  Tar,  ?  C.  «»«#.  Sykea  and  Jerdon.  A  wild  j^gfon, 
wfaieh  aeema  to  hare  originated  moet  of  the  dove*cot  pigeons  of  this 
part.  In  the  London  markets  Taat  numbers  of  a  wUd  pigeon  (all 
shot  birds,  and  not  differing  in  form  or  plumage,)  may  be  obaerred, 
whioh  eaaoitially  resemble  C.  lwU$  (vera),  except  that  the  wings  are 
not  barred,  but  spotted  as  in  C.  muu  ;  the  Indian  bird,  on  the  con- 
trary, has  the  barred  wing,  but  no  white  on  the  rump  1  among  the 
domestic  varieties,  howerer,  of  the  latter  may  be  seen  many  with 
spotted  wings.  It  is  probable  that  all  three  are  esculent  species, 
ayboriginally  distinct,  bat  which  readily  merge  together  when  domes- 
tioated« 

169.  FNmeMw9  vulfMrk. 

163.  I^.  simlmi$. 

164.  fy.  Pondiemmmi.  These  three  epecies  are  occasionaUy 
brou^t  by  the  baiar  shikarees,  the  second  very  rarely,  and  the  third 
moat  commonly.  It  is  indeed  doubtful  whether  Fr,  f^uhrU  is  found 
in  this  tioinity,  though  numeious  two  or  three  hundred  miles  up  the 
river. 

165.  Ooturtm  daetphimu.  The  most  plentiful  species  of  quail  in 
tldspart* 

166.  C.  tHftiH9.    Rare. 

167.  0.  Phmipefm$.    Rare. 

168.  C.Jhv^et,  nobis,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xi.  808.  I  have  obtained  a  pair 
only  of  this  diminutlTe  spedee,  separately,  as  mentioned  in  the  ori- 
ginal description  cited. 

169.  IWntijr  taigoor.    Apparently  not  rare. 

170.  !r.  JOaanmufri.    Apparently  not  nure. 

171.  PmfQ  erutuUu.  WUd  specimens  are  occasionaUy  offered  for 
Bale  altTC,  bat  are  brought  from  some  distance.  They  premely  accord 
wi^  the  ordinary  (not  the  japanned)  variety  of  the  domestic  peafowl 
in  plumage. 

173.  Qrtit  rnierMi,    Occasionally  snared  by  the  shikarees. 

173.  Ardeaeimfta^    Common. 

174.  A.  purpmr^M.    Oommon. 

175.  A^JIttviroitrk.  Not  rare.  The  young  bird  has  a  blade  bill, 
in  whieh  state  it  is  enumerated  by  Col.  Sykes  aa  A^  epretiti. 

1 76.  A.  jNflefl.  Named  in  MS.  by  Buchanan  Hamilton.  A  middle 
sized  crestless  white  egret,  with  yellow  bill  and  black  legs ;  the  former 
also  yellow  in  the  young.    Not  rare. 
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177.  Ardea  garzetta.    Common. 

178.  A,  caboga,  v.  russata.  Common.  This  qpecies  rarely  fishes, 
but  feeds  principally  on  grasshoppers,  habitually  following  cattle  for 
those  they  cause  to  rise,  as  long  ago  noticed  by  Sonnini.  Hence  it 
is  styled  Ghai-hogla  (Cow  Heron)  by  the  Bengalees,  which  Pennant 
has  corrupted  into  caboga. 

179.  A.  Jttvanica,  Common.  (Generally  met  with  singly,  in  re- 
tired tanks  surrounded  by  jungle.  I  have  just  received  a  specimen 
from  the  Mauritius. 

180.  A.  nigra,  Vieillot.  I  have  reason  to  believe  this  beautiful 
species  also  occurs  here,  though  I  have  not  yet  met  with  it. 

181.  A,  Malaccensis,  The  ordinary  Paddy  bird,  thou^  the  white 
species  are  often  likewise  styled  so.  Remarkable  for  the  diversity 
of  its  summer  and  winter  plumage.  Extremely  common,  and  very 
fomiliar. 

182.  Botaums  stellaria,    I  have  obtained  one  recent  specimen. 

183.  B,  cinnamomeus.     Not  uncommon. 

184.  NycHcorax  Gardeni,    Not  uncommon. 

185.  Ciconia  alba.    Occasionally  met  with. 

186.  C  leucocephala ;  C.  umbellaia,  Wagler.    Not  rare. 

187.  Argala  migratoria,  Hodgson;  Ciconia  argala,  Auct.  The 
gigantic  adjutant,  or  Hurgalah  of  the  natives.  Tliis  immense  spe- 
cies visits  Calcutta  in  great  numbers  during  the  rainy  season,  and 
leaves  chiefly  in  November ;  a  few  stragglers  only  remaining  through- 
out the  year.  I  need  hardly  remark  diat  it  walks  tamely  about  the 
streets,  picking  up  garbage,  surrounded  by  the  kites  and  crows,  and 
also  dogs,  which  all  may  be  seen  together  about  a  heap  of  rubbish, 
— three  or  four  of  these  adjutants,  with  perhaps  one  or  more  of  the 
next  species  to  complete  the  group  :  or  they  rest,  statue-like,  on  the 
house-tops,  one  often  at  each  comer  of  a  square  building,  like  so 
many  artificial  ornaments.  Their  various  attitudes  are  highly  pictu- 
resque, and  it  is  a  truly  droll  sight  to  observe  two  of  tiiese  great 
gawky  birds  pulling  away  at  each  end  of  a  bit  of  gut  or  whatever  it 
may  be,  with  wings  expanded,  when  perchance  another  gobbles 
away  the  prize  on  a  sudden  from  them  both.  They  vary  considerably 
in  shade  of  colour,  the  oldest  apparently  becoming  of  a  lighter  gray. 

188.  A,  capillata  (?) ;  Ciconia  capillata  (?),  Tem. ;  C.  Javamca  (?), 
Horsfield ;  C.  nudifrons,  M'Clelland,  not  of  Jerdon ;  C.  immigratoria, 
Hodgson ;  C.  calva,  Jerdon.  I  strongly  incline  to  the  opinion  that 
all  these  refer  to  the  same  species,  though  the  two  first  (long  since 
identified)  are  described  to  have  a  reddish-brown  spot  on  each  feather 
of  the  last  range  of  their  middle  wing-coverts,  which  I  have  found 
no  trace  of  in  the  two  or  three  Indian  specimens  (and  one  from 
Maulmain)  which  I  have  as  yet  minutely  examined*.  The  absence 
of  this  character  induced  Dr.  M'Clelland  to  describe  his  Assamese 
bird  as  distinct,  and  this  is  decidedly  identical  with  the  NipAlese, 
Bengalese,  Southern  Indian  and  Tenasserim  species.  Though  scarcely 
observed  by  anybody,  this  species  is  common  in  the  vicinity  of  Cal« 

*  Possibly  the  young  are  so  marked^  which  I  must  try  to  ascertain. 
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cutta  tiiroaghout  the  year,  but  comes  less  within  the  town  than  the 
preceding  one,  albeit  it  is  there  far  from  rare ;  but  about  a  large 
abattoir  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  it  is  most  numerous.  There 
are  two  other  Indian  species  of  this  group,  viz.  Ciconia  nudi/rons, 
Jerdon,  an  inhabitant  of  the  peninsula,  and  C.  cristata,  M'Clelland, 
of  Assam. 

189.  Mycteria  australis.    Not  rare  within  a  short  distance. 

190.  Anastomw  typkut.     Not  rare  within  a  short  distance. 

191.  Platalea  leucorodia.  Not  common,  but  more  so  in  the  Soon- 
derbuns.  This  and  the  two  preceding  species  are  closely  allied  by 
affinity  to  the  next  or  Ibis  group. 

192.  Tantalus  leucocepkalvs,  I  have  hitherto  obtained  but  one  spe- 
cimen of  this  fine  species. 

193.  Ibis  Macei,     Not  uncommon. 

194.  I./alcinellus.  Not  uncommon.  The  ferruginous  colour  cha- 
racterizes the  summer  plumage  only  of  adults  of  this  species. 

1 95 .  Esacus  recurvirostris ;  Pseudops  (olim  Carvanaca)  grisea,  Hodg- 
son. I  believe  that  this  species  occurs,  but  not  commonly,  within  a 
moderate  distance  up  the  river. 

196.  (Edicnemtis  crepitans,  I  obtained  one  specimen  last  cold 
season  in  the  bazar. 

197.  Pluvianus  cinereus,  nobis,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xi.  587.    Rather  rare. 

198.  PL  Goensis.    Common. 

199.  PL  (LobivaneUvs)  bilobus.     Rare. 

200.  Charadrius  Virginianus,  apud  Jardine  and  Selby,  being  the 
Indian  representative  of  CA.  pluvialis.     Very  common. 

201 .  Ch.  rufinus,  nobis.     Somewhat  rare. 

202.  Ch.  rufineUus,  nobis.    Very  common. 

203.  Ch,  minor ;  Ch.  Phillipensis,  Jerdon.    Common. 

204.  Ch.  Cantianus.  I  obtained  a  fine  pair,  separately,  during  last 
March. 

205.  Squatarola  cinerea.    Not  common. 

206.  Himantopus  melanoptents.     Common. 

207.  Rerurvirostra  avocetta.     Far  from  rare. 

208.  Totamts  glotioides.    Very  common. 

209.  T.  Horsfieldi ;  Litnosa  Horsfieldi,  Sykes.  This  delicate  little 
greenshank  is  abundant. 

210.  T./uscus.    Tolerably  common. 

211.  T.calidris.    Very  common. 

212.  T.  glareola.  Excessively  common.  Several  dozens  may  be 
procured  almost  daily  at  the  bazar  for  four  or  five  months  succes- 
sively. 

213.  T.  ochropus.    Somewhat  rare. 

214.  T.  hypoleucos.  Less  rare  than  the  last,  but  still  far  from 
common. 

215.  Limosa  melanura.    Tolerably  common. 

216.  Terekia  Javanica.  Rare.  I  have  obtained  three  specimens 
in  the  course  of  two  cold  seasons. 

217.  Tringasubarquata.    Tolerably  common. 

218.  IV.  platyrhyncha.  During  the  first  cold  season  I  obtained 
Asm.  is  Mag.  N.  Hist.  Fo/.xii.  N 
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but  one  specimen  of  this  species,  but  in  the  second  a  considerablB 
number  have  been  brought  to  the  bazar ;  two  or  three  specimens,  and 
sometimes  more,  being  commonly  met  with  of  a  morning. 

219.  Tringa  minuta.    Extremely  common. 

220.  TV.  Temminckii.  During  the  first  cold  season  I  obtained  but 
three  or  four  specimens  of  this  species,  but  in  the  second  they  have 
been  tolerably  common. 

N.B.  I  have  recently  received  from  Mr.  Jerdon  a  specimen  of 
TV.  canutus  from  the  vicinity  of  Madras. 

221.  Machates  pugnax;  Tringa  Hardwickii,  Harwioke  and  Gray, 
the  male,  or  ruff, — and  Tr.  Indica,  ibid.,  the  female,  or  reeve.  To- 
lerably common,  but  never  met  with  in  breeding  plumage. 

222.  Numenius  arquata.     Common. 

223.  Scohpax  Gallinago,    Very  common. 

224.  Sc»  heterura,  Hodgson.  Common,  especially  about  the  com- 
mencement and  close  of  the  cool  season. 

225.  Sc.  gallinula.     Not  rare. 

226.  Glareola  torquata.     Now  and  then  met  with. 

227.  GL  orientalis.  Two  or  three  great  heaps  of  this  species  were 
brought  to  the  bazar  during  last  February. 

228.  Parra  Sinensis.  Tolerably  common.  I  have  only  seen  what 
is  currently  regarded  as  the  adult  plumage  during  the  hot  and  rainy 
seasons,  the  considerable  number  brought  during  the  cold  season 
being  all  in  what  is  considered  the  immature  plumage  ;  but  I  cannot 
yet  assert  that  they  moult  back  from  the  former  into  the  latter. 

229.  P.  Indica,  Less  numerous  than  the  last,  but  still  tolerably 
common.  The  adult  garb  of  this  species  I  have  obtained  at  all  sea- 
sons, the  young  having  been  described  as  a  distinct  species — P.  arata, 
TickeU. 

230.  Fulica  atra.    Common. 

231.  Porphyrio  smaragnoius.     Common. 

232.  Gallinula  cMoropus  (?).  Common,  llie  size  appears  to  be 
constantly  inferior  to  that  of  the  European  birds. 

233.  G,  Javanica.     Common. 

234.  G,  lugubris,  Horsfield.  Not  rare,  as  I  have  been  informed, 
inhabiting  the  rice-fields ;  but  I  have  hitherto  obtained  but  one  spe- 
cimen in  the  neighbourhood. 

235.  Porzana  rufescens ;  Ralhu  rufesceM,  Jerdon.  I  have  obtained 
one  specimen. 

236.  P.  maruetta.    Common. 

237.  P,  rubiginosa.    Not  rare. 

238.  P.  Baillonii.     Common. 

239.  Rallus  aquaticus.     Apparently  not  common. 

240.  JR.  gularis.     I  have  obtained  one  beautiful  pair. 

241.  Phanicopierus  ruber,  I  have  obtained  several  specimens  in 
the  bazar. 

242.  Anser  Indicus,    Common. 

243.  A,  cinereus.    Less  so,  but  not  rare. 

244.  Dendrocygna  mqjor,  Jerdon.     Somewhat  rare. 

245.  JO,  arcuata ;  Mareoa  awsuree,  Sykes.  Very  common*  aaso- 
dating  in  lai^  flocks. 
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246.  Nettiqms  Coromandelicus ;  Anas  girra,  Hardwicke  and  Gray. 
Very  common.  It  is  remarkable  that  this  bird  seemfi  totally  incap 
pable  of  standing  or  walking  upon  the  ground.  I  have  had  dozens 
of  them  together,  unwounded,  together  with  other  species,  but  the 
girras  invariably  fluttered  along  the  ground  in  a  strange  scuffling 
manner,  like  a  wounded  bird,  though  I  am  told  they  perch  with  fia- 
cility  on  trees.  They  always  descend  into  the  water,  never  alighting 
on  the  ground  of  their  own  accord.  The  N,  qffmis,  Elliot,  is  merely 
the  winter  plumage  of  this  species,  wherein  the  collar  is  absent. 

247.  Casarca  rutila.    Common. 

248.  Tadoma  Bellonii.  Somewhat  rare,  five  or  six  specimens  only 
appearing  in  the  bazar  in  the  course  of  a  season. 

249.  Plectropterus  melanotoa.     Rare. 

250.  Anas  caryophyllacca.    Rare. 
^51,  A.  p<ecilorhyncha.    Not  common. 

252.  A,  stepera.    Tolerably  common. 

253.  A,  acuta.    Rather  more  so. 

254.  A,  querqnedula.     Very  common. 

255.  A,  crecca.    Not  rare. 

256.  A,  penelope.    Rather  uncommon. 

257.  A.  clypeata.    Not  uncommon. 

258.  Fuligula  rufina.    Not  uncommon. 

259.  F,ferina,    Not  common. 

260.  F,  nyroca.  Immense  numbers  of  this  species  were  brought 
to  the  bazar  during  the  first  cool  season,  but  comparatively  very  few 
in  the  second. 

261.  F.  cristata.    Rather  uncommon. 

262.  Podiceps  minor.    Abundant. 

263.  Plotus  VaUlantii.  Not  rare.  1  have  kept  a  living  specimen 
for  several  months,  which  is  still  doing  well. 

264.  Phalacrocorax  Javanicus.     Common. 

Ph,  carlo  is,  I  believe,  to  be  met  with ;  and  I  have  described  a 
species  as  Ph.  leucotis,  which  there  it  reason  to  infer  is  found  in  this 
neighbourhood. 

265.  Pelecanus  onocrotdlus.  The  museum  contains  a  fine  specimen 
purchased  in  the  bazar. 

fi66.  P,  rufesoens.    Not  uncommon. 

267.  Sterna  melanogaster ;  8t.  Javaniea,  Horsfield.  Occasionally 
met  with  on  the  river. 

268.  8t.  scena,  8ykes.    Now  and  then  obtainable. 

269.  St.  Caspia.  I  have  seen  this  noble  species  on  the  wing,  aa 
before  mentioned. 

270.  Sterna  anglica.    I  have  obtained  one  pair. 

271.  Viralva  Indica,  Stephens.     Tolerably  common. 

272.  Larus  ichthyiaetus ;  L,  Kroikocephalus,  W.  Jameson.  The 
museum  contains  specimens  procured  in  the  neighbourhood. 

278.  L.  brunnicephalus,  apud  Jerdon.     Tolerably  common. 
274.  Xr.  ridibvndus.     I  have  procured  one  example. 
This  list  of  birds  would  doubtless  have  been  considerably  aug- 
mented, had  I  devoted  my  time  more  exclusively  to  ornithology,  or 

N2 
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if  I  had  personally  bunted  for  them  oftener,  to  judge  from  the  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  my  few  attempts  in  this  way ;  but  I  have 
the  whole  vast  range  of  zoology  to  engage  my  attention,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  my  abilities,  and  to  that  of  my  physical  capabilities  in  this 
climate,  which  does  not  permit  of  such  exertions  as,  in  Europe, 
would  be  easily  practicable.  Indeed,  I  have  had  experience  of  the 
penalties  which  too  much  enthusiasm,  under  a  burning  sun,  is  apt 
to  entail.  Several  species  have  been  here  indicated  by  name,  which 
have  long  been  described  by  me,  but  are  not  yet  published,  though 
they  probably  will  be  before  this  article  is  printed ;  and  to  the 
'Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal'  I  therefore  refer  the 
reader  for  the  descriptions  adverted  to.  The  present  list  has  also 
been  hastily  drawn  up,  under  pressure  of  other  occupation ;  but  I 
know  full  well  how  little  chance  I  have  of  a  season  of  coming  leisure, 
and  have  therefore  obeyed  at  once  the  impulse  to  prepare  such  a 
catalogue  as  I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  submitting  to  the  notice  of 
the  readers  of  the  '  Annals  and  Magazine  of  Natural  History.' 

Calcutta,  April  13,  1843. 


XXI. — Descriptions  of  two  species  of  British  Jungermanniae. 
By  Thomas  Taylor,  M.D.,  Dimterron,  Kenmare*. 

JuKOBRMANNiA  FRAOiLiFOLiA,  MSS.  T,  T.  Caulc  procumbcnte,  sub* 
pinnato;  ramis  complanatis,  alternis,  remotiusculis,  subcurvis: 
foliis  patentibus,  subimbricatis,  adscendentibus,  ex  angustiori  basi 
oblongo-rotundatis,  recurvatis,  integerrimis ;  auricuHs  oblongo- 
galeiformibus ;  stipulis  obovato-rotundatis,  apice  bifidis,  integer- 
rimis :  foliis  perichsetialibus  obtuse  pauci-dentatis ;  calyce  obovato- 
cordato,  tubifero  ;  perigonio  subrotundo. 
On  mural  rocks,  accompanied  by  Jung,  dilatata  and  Jung,  TamO' 

risci,  near  Dunkerron,  county  of  Kerry,  1829. 

This  snpeciea  scarcely  exceeds  half  an  inch  in  length,  is  of  a 
dusky  reddish-brown  colour,  and  collected  into  thin  patches  firmly 
attacned  to  the  rock's  surface,  or  more  rarely  to  the  barks  of  trees. 
The  branches  are  scarcely  disposed  in  a  pinnate  manner,  they  are 
sometimes  fastigiate  on  one  side.  When  wet  the  leaves  ascend  so 
as  not  to  touch  one  another,  hence  any  pressure  on  their  surface 
is  felt  on  the  points  of  their  connexion  with  the  stem ;  such  con- 
nexion is  so  £radl  that  the  top  of  the  finger  pressed  against  the 
surface  of  the  wet  plant  removes  a  multitude  of  leaves  adhering, 
80  that,  however  paradoxical  it  may  appear,  a  blind  man  may  re- 
cognise this  species.  The  cells  of  the  leaves  are  large  in  propor- 
tion to  the  size  of  the  plant ;  and  a  few  of  the  cells,  sometimes 
disposed  in  lines  as  in  Junff,  Tamarisci,  at  other  times  irregularly 
dispersed,  are  larger,  more  opake,  and  more  intensely  coloured 

*  Read  before  the  Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh. 
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than  the  rest  The  perigonia  are  reniform  or  nearly  round,  and 
fixed  to  the  side  of  the  stem  by  a  very  short  peduncle.  The  pe- 
richstial  leaves  have  but  few  large  and  obtuse  teeth.  The  calyx 
rises  from  a  narrow  base  into  an  obcordate  form.  The  calyptra 
is  colourless  except  at  the  summit^  about  the  base  of  the  style, 
where  it  has  the  reddish-brown  hue  of  the  leaves.  The  capsule  is 
globose,  4-valved,  and  in  all  respects  like  that  of  Jtmg.  Tamarisci. 
From  this  last,  Juny.  fragUifolia  may  be  readily  distinguished, 
— 1.  by  the  wider  cellulation  of  the  leaves;  2.  want  of  lustre; 
3.  firagility  of  the  wet  leaves ;  4.  larger  auricles  in  proportion  to 
the  leaves ;  5.  the  plane  margins  of  the  stipules;  6.  the  greater 
relative  size  of  the  perigonia  to  the  plant ;  7.  the  large  and  obtuse 
teeth  of  the  perichaetial  leaves;  and  8.  by  the  abnormal  cellules 
being  much  larger. 

JuNGEBMANNiA  OERKANA,  M8S.  T,  T,  Caulc  procumbeutc,  bipin- 
natim  ramoso ;  ramis  complanatis,  brevibus,  patentibus :  foliis  im- 
bricatis,  ovato-rotundatis,  integerrimis ;  auriculis  oblongo-ovatis, 
ventricods  ;  stipulis  obovatis  margine  recurvis,  apice  bifidis ;  foliis 
perichaetialibus  integerrinus ;  calyce  oblongo-ovato,  tubifero  ;  pe- 
rigonio  lineari-ovato. 
On  rocks  and  on  trees ;  very  common  near  Dunkerron,  county  of 

Kerry,  1832. 

The  plant  is  three  inches  and  sometimes  more  in  length,  and 
matted  into  patches  sometimes  a  foot  in  breadth.  It  is  never  so 
black  or  so  shining  as  Jung,  Tamarisci.  The  fertile  stems  are 
longer,  more  branched  and  more  fastigiate ;  whilst  those  bearing 
perigonia  are  far  narrower  and  with  shorter  branches.  The  leaves 
are  thin,  and  do  not  present  the  Unear  mark  of  enlarged  opake 
cells -as  in  Jung.  Tamarisci,  The  stipules  are  wider  than  the 
stems,  and  the  recurvation  of  their  margin  chiefly  observable  to- 
wards the  summit.  The  margins  of  all  the  perichsetial  leaves  are 
quite  entire.  The  perigonium  is  a  linear  spike  as  in  Jung,  dila^ 
taia,  Hook. 

A  very  common  species,  hitherto  confounded  with  Jung,  Ta^ 
marisci,  but  readily  distinguished  when  attention  is  paid  to  the 
*  ntire  perichsetial  leaves,  to  the  Unear  perigonium,  as  well  as  to 
the  lighter  colour  and  want  of  lustre  of  the  leaves. 

XXII. — On  the  Anatomy  of  the  Pearly  Nautilus,  Communicated 
by  W.  Vrolik,  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  Amsterdam. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Annals  of  Natural  History, 
Gentlemen,  Dublin,  July  27, 1843. 

I  PRESUME  that  it  will  be  agreeable  to  you  to  receive  some  de- 
tails on  the  anatomy  of  the  Pearly  Nautilus  {Nautilus  Pompilius), 
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which  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  dissecting  some  time  ago 
at  Harlem,  with  my  colleagues  Van  Breda  and  Reinwardt.  Al- 
though the  dissection  is  not  completely  finished,  and  I  reserve 
for  a  more  eictended  memoir  the  filling  up  of  the  hiatuses  which 
I  am  now  obUged  to  leave,  I  have  thought  it  convenient  to  give  a 
brief  reeutni  of  the  pincipal  facts  which  we  have  observed,  as  it 
may  tend  to  determme  the  differences  of  opinion  which  seem  to 
exist  on  the  subject ;  and  I  take  advantage  of.  my  visit  to  England 
to  conranmicate  to  you  the  extract  of  our  observations,  which 
M.  Van  Breda  has  been  so  good  as  to  send  me  fbt  that  puipose 
from  Harlem  on  the  24th  of  July. 

I  must  first  inform  you  that  tne  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Har- 
lem has  received  two  complete  specimens  of  the  Pearly  Nautilus ; 
the  Society  owes  one  to  the  kindness  of  M.  Serrifere,  Governor 
of  the  Mollucca  Islands,  who,  learning  from  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Harlem  Society  their  desire  to  possess  a  complete  example 
of  that  interesting  animal,  generously  transmitted  one  that  had 
been  caught  by  a  hook  in  the  bay  of  Amboyna.  It  has  been  de- 
posited in  the  museum  of  the  Society. 

The  second  specimen  was  bought  by  Colonel  Boelen  of  a  fisher- 
man, who  had  also  taken  it  at  a  depth  of  many  fathoms  in  the 
same  bay.  This  Nautilus  lived  two  days  on  board  the  Boreas, 
of  which  M.  Boelen  is  the  commander.  It  was  preserved  with 
great  care  in  spirits  of  wine,  and  after  having  been  drawn  by 
M.  Verhuell  it  was  submitted  to  my  scalpel.  The  principal  re- 
sults of  its  dissection  are, — 

1.  ^That  the  chambers  of  the  shell  contain  only  gas.  We 
opened  several  under  water;  the  gas  which  we  collected  con* 
tained  a  greater  proportion  of  azote  than  the  atmoniheric  air 
does.  M.  Van  Breda,  who  analysed  it,  did  not  detect  the  slight- 
est trace  of  carbonic  acid. 

3.  That  the  animal  is  attached  to  the  shell  only  by  the  siphon* 
The  two  muscles,  by  which  it  should  adhere  to  the  shell,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  of  many  naturalists,  are  applied  only  to  the 
homy  membrane  or  girdle,  which  Owen  has  so  well  described  in 
his  remarkable  work'*'.  This  membrane  does  not  itself  adhere  to 
the  shell,  so  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  detaching  the  homy 
membrane  in  question  without  the  slightest  laceration,  both  from 
the  surface  of  the  muscles  and  from  that  of  the  shell  between 
which  it  is  situated. 

3.  That  the  structure  and  position  of  the  internal  oi^ns  are, 
in  general,  such  as  Owen  has  described  in  his  admirable  memoir. 

4.  That  the  two  mandibles  are  homy,  but  covered  by  a  bluish 
calcareous  matter,  which  had  evidently  been  lost  in  the  speci- 

•  Memoir  on  the  Pearly  Nautilui,  4to,  1833|  p.  9. 
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men  described  by  Valendeimes*,  but  which  Owen  has  also  ob- 
SMvedf. 

5.  That  the  number  of  the  apertures  of  the  pouches  adjacent 
to  the  pericardium  is  such  as  Valenciennes  |  has  stated^  so  that 
Owen  §  seems  to  have  been  mistaken  with  respect  to  their  num- 
ber. It  has  also  seemed  to  us  that  the  pouches  do  not  commu- 
nicate with  the  pericardium,  but  that  they  are  blind  sacs,  with- 
out any  other  apertures  than  those  which  communicate  with  the 
branemal  sac ;  facts  also  observed  by  Valenciennes. 

6.  That  the  anus  is  by  no  means  situated  as  Valenciennes  has 
figured  it  II,  vi«.  at  the  bottom  of  the  fissure  formed  by  the  two 
muscles ;  but  that  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  placed  at  a  great  distance 
from  that  part,  close  to  the  lamellated  organ,  which  Owen  states 
to  be  in  relation  with  the  oviduct  and  in  the  semilunar  fissure 
formed  by  that  organ. 

7.  That  there  is  a  distinct  foramen  in  the  pericardium,  pre- 
daely  similar  to  that  which  Owen^  has  described  and  figured, 
and  which  Valenciennes,  consequently,  erroneously  denies.  How- 
ever, I  am  not  certain  that  it  communicates  with  the  siphon ;  and 
I  regret  that  the  animal,  being  detached  from  the  siphon,  it  was 
not  possible  for  us  to  determine  whether  the  hypothesis  which 
Buckland**  has  pressed,  in  accordance  with  a  drawing  by  Owen, 
is  quite  accurate.  It  is  a  point  which  deserves  to  be  studied 
afresh.  With  respect  to  the  foramen  itself  of  the  pericardium,  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  it  exists,  and  that  it  gives  passage  to  an 
artery.  Requesting,  Gentlemen,  that  you  will  insert  tins  letter 
in  your  estimable  Journal, 

%  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Vrolik. 


XXIII. — Description  of  the  Lurking  Machete  (Machserium  sub- 
ducens)  from  the  northern  coast  of  New  Holland,  By  John 
BicHABDSON,  M.D.,  F.B.S.  &c..  Inspector  of  Naval  Hospitals. 

[With  a  Plate.] 

The  fish  which  forms  the  subject  of  this  notice  inhabits,  in  small 
numbers,  the  various  bays  of  Port  Essington,  where  it  lurks  under 
the  mud  in  shallow  waters.  The  aborigines  name  it  "  Ambeet- 
unbeet.'^  Mr.  Gilbert,  assistant  to  Mr.  Gould,  brought  home  a 
single  specimen  of  the  dried  skin  of  one  side,  which  was  presented 

*  NoQvelles  Recherclies  sur  le  NautUe  ilamb^,  4to,  1839;  Archives  du 
MttB^um,  torn.  ii.  p.  279. 

t  loc,  cit,  p.  20.  X  loc.  cit.  p.  285. 

$  he.  eU,  p.  27.  II  loc.  cit.  pi.  10.  fig.  1.  to. 

f  loc.  cit.  p.  27.  pL  5.  0.  ♦*  Bridgcwater  Treatise,  pi.  34. 
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by  Mr.  Gould  to  the  British  Museum.  It  is  from  this  exano^le 
alone  that  the  following  description  of  the  species  was  taken.  The 
want  of  anatomical  details  prevents  me  from  pointing  out  the 
systematic  position  of  the  fish  with  any  confidence ;  but  in  a  short 
paper  which  was  read  at  the  Manchester  Meeting  of  the  British 
Association  in  June  1842*^  I  stated^  on  the  strength  of  external 
characters  only^  that  it  most  probably  belongs  to  a  generic  or  sub- 
generic  group  of  the  Ophidia,  and  that  it  bears  a  strong  general 
resemblance  to  the  Echiodon  drummondii  of  Thompson^  though 
its  dentition  is  dissimilar.  The  genus  Ophidium,  which  is  ranged 
by  Cuvier  with  the  AnguilliformeSy  ought  perhaps^  with  the  ad- 
dition of  the  Machetes^  Echiodons^  Fierasfers^  and  some  other  fish, 
to  form  a  proper  family  near  the  Gadida,  and  likewise  to  the 
Blennies,  which  should  also  be  removed  to  that  part  of  the  system, 
as  I  have  hinted  in  the  paper  quoted  above.  The  more  remark- 
able characters  of  MacJuerium  may  be  summed  up  as  follows : — 

Piscis  malacopterygius*  apodus,  ensiformis,  squamosus.  Apertura 
branchialis  satis  magna  sub  gula  extensa.  Radii  membranae  branchio- 
stegse  sex.  Opercula  conspicua.  Os  modice  extensivum.  Dentes 
parvi,  uniseriales  in  ossibus  intermaxillaribus  et  in  maxilla  inferiore, 
qus  rictum  efficiunt,  ordinati.  Genae  et  regiones  suprascapulares 
squamosae.  Pinnae  verticales  coalitae,  radiis  spinosis  nuUis.  Pinna 
dorsi  per  totum  fere  dorsum  regnans.  Linea  lateralis  brevis  super 
anum  desinens. 

MACHiERiUM  SUBDUCBNS  [Bick.),  Lurking  Machete.  Plate  VI. 

Rep.  Brit  Assoc,  for  1842,  p.  69. 

Form  elongated  and  compressed  like  a  Gwmellus  or  OphicKum, 
and  similar  to  a  straight  sword  or  butcher^s  knife^  whence  its  ge- 
neric appellation  t*  The  profile  of  its  body  is  semilanceolate, 
and  its  greatest  height^  which  is  to  be  found  a  short  way  before 
the  vent^  is  comprised  9^  times  in  the  total  length  of  the  fish. 
The  tail^  though  regularly  lanceolate^  is  not  acute.  The  exact  de- 
gree of  compression  of  the  body  cannot  be  determined  from  our 
soUtary  specimen,  owing  to  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  pre- 
pared. 

The  head,  blunt  and  somewhat  less  high  than  the  body,  is  evi- 
dently considerabljr  compressed.  Its  anterior  extremity  is  formed 
by  the  tips  of  the  jaws,  the  lower  jaw  being  rather  the  longest ;  its 
upper  profile  descends  from  the  fine  of  the  back  by  a  low  convex 
curve ;  its  under  profile  is  flattish.  The  rictus  of  the  closed  jaws 
runs  backwards  and  slightly  downwards  to  beneath  the  centre  of 
the  eye.  It  is  formed  above  by  the  strong  intermaxillaries,  whose 
stout  tapering  pedicles  equal  the  dental  portion  in  length,  and 

*  Vide  Report  of  the  TwelfUi  Meeting,  Transactions  of  Sections,  p.  69. 
f  Th.  ^«x«/(«  gladiut. 
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work  backwards  over  the  orbits.  The  maxillary  Ues  entirely  be- 
hind the  intermaxillary^  is  less  strong  and  is  nearly  of  equal  width 
throughout,  except  that  a  shoulder  projects  anteriorly  from  its 
upper  third.  A  knob  close  to  its  articular  condyle  projects  into 
the  roof  of  the  mouth.  The  under  jaw  is  still  stronger  than  the 
upper  one,  and  runs  far  back,  behind  the  eye,  a  small  heel  project- 
ing beyond  its  articular  cavity  and  forming  a  point  on  the  side  of 
the  gill-membrane.  About  five  pores  exist  on  its  flat  imder-sur- 
face.  The  lips,  covering  both  jaws,  are  tolerably  thick,  and  of  a 
clear  greenish  colour  even  in  the  dried  specimen.  The  under  one 
folds  back  on  the  sides  of  the  jaw,  but  the  fold  does  not  extend 
round  the  symphysis.  The  round  eye,  having  a  diameter  equal 
to  one-sixth  of  the  length  of  the  head,  is  placed  two  diameters 
behind  the  tip  of  the  upper  jaw,  near  the  profile,  but  not  inter- 
fering with  it,  and  three  diameters  before  the  gill-opening.  Sub- 
orbital chain  narrow,  smooth,  subtubular,  but  not  distinctly  po- 
rous. The  preorbital  embraces  a  quadrant  of  the  orbit,  and  is 
wider  than  the  rest  of  the  chain ;  its  width  is  increased  at  its  pos- 
terior end,  imder  the  centre  of  the  eye,  by  a  descending  comer. 
Top  of  the  head  smooth  and  rounded  off  laterally,  particularly 
behind  the  eye.  Cheek  large,  scaly,  quinquelateral.  It  is  bounded 
above  by  a  line  running  horizontally  between  the  upper  third 
of  the  orbit  and  the  upper  end  of  the  preoperculum ;  posteriorly 
by  the  nearly  upright,  slightly  cuned,  narrow  disc  of  this  bone ; 
inferiorly  by  nearly  one-third  of  the  length  of  the  lower  jaw,  and 
anteriorly  by  the  lower  half  of  the  maxillary  below  and  the  orbit 
above.  Its  scales  are  similar  in  size  and  tiling  to  those  of  the 
body.  The  space  bounded  by  the  upper  edge  of  the  operculum 
and  the  scapular  and  suprascapular  bones  is  also  similarly  scaly. 
The  gill-covers  and  the  rest  of  the  head  are  clothed  with  smooth 
skin.  A  curve  in  the  upper  third  of  the  preoperculum  gives  its 
lower  part  a  slight  inclination  fon^ards.  The  interoperculum  is 
parallel  to  the  lower  half  of  the  preoperculum  and  swells  into  a 
rounded  ridge,  whose  end  appears  to  form  a  fulcrum  or  joint  on 
which  the  projecting  heel  of  the  lower  jaw  moves.  The  suboper- 
culum  has  a  curved  exterior  edge,  a  subquadrate  disc,  and  the  pro- 
cess which  rises  before  the  operculum  swclUng  into  a  rounded 
ridge.  The  operculum  is  triangular,  with  two  smooth  roimded 
ridges  diverging  from  its  articular  angle,  one  bounding  the  bone 
anteriorly,  the  other  running  near  its  upper  edge,  and  ending  in 
a  flat,  obtuse,  slightly  projecting  tip.  The  posterior  edge  of  the 
bone,  beneath  this  tip,  has  a  slight  sigmoid  flexure.  There  are 
no  spinous  points  on  any  of  the  bones  of  the  head.  The  gill-flap 
is  bordered  by  membrane,  which  at  its  upper  part  imites  with 
the  branchiostegous  membrane  and  the  integuments  of  the  hu- 
meral chain,  closing  the  gill-opening  down  to  the  bend  of  the  co- 
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racoid  bone  or  upper  axilla  of  the  pectoral  fin.  The  lower  edgea 
of  the  suboperculmn  and  interoperculum  are  free  and  overlap 
the  conspicuous  gill-rays,  which  are  six  in  number,  strong,  round 
and  curved.  The  gill-opening,  though  low,  is  moderately  large^ 
and  extends  forwards  to  beneath  the  joint  of  the  lower  jaw.  The 
humeral  chain  consists  of  suprascapular,  scapular  and  coracoid. 

The  scales  are  cycloid,  tiled,  exposing  a  longitudinally  elliptical 
surface  and  firmly  imbedded  in  the  skm.  There  are  about  fliirty 
in  a  vertical  row.  The  lateral  line  is  composed  of  fifty  small  emi- 
nences, and  terminates  opposite  to  the  tenth  dorsal  ray. 

Rays  :— Br.  6 ;  D.  70;  A.  59;  C.  9;  P.  10;  V.  0. 

All  the  rays  of  all  the  fins  are  jointed :  the  first  rays  of  the  dor- 
sal and  anal  are  simple ;  the  other  rays  of  these  fins  are  divided  at 
their  tips  into  about  four  branches  which  do  not  spread,  and  the 
rays  are  slender  and  stand  well  apart  in  the  strong  membrane. 
The  dorsal  rays  increase  gradually  in  length  from  the  first  to 
near  the  middle  of  the  fin,  after  wmch  they  continue  equal  to  the 
end  of  the  fin.  The  anal  is  more  nearly  equal  throughout.  Both 
fins  are  pointed  at  the  end,  but  the  points  are  not  conspicuous, 
the  space  between  them  being  filled  by  the  caudal  fin,  whose  rays 
are  much  finer,  more  crowded  and  somewhat  shorter.  The  pec- 
toral is  small  and  rounded,  its  rays  slender,  crowded  and  branched. 
The  interspinous  bones  of  the  back  correspond  in  number  with 
the  dorsal  rays. 

Dimensions.  inchet. 
Length  from  intermaxillary  symphysis  to  end  of  caudal  flu...  13*80 
base  of  ditto   13-38 

■  beginning  of  anal .    4-60 

■  centre  of  anus 4*25 

'  beeinninff  of  dorsal    2*35 

gilT-opening    1'65 

'  — centre  of  eye  0*65 

Length  of  rictus  of  mouth 0'60 

lower  jaw 1*15 

Diameter  of  eye  ••«. 0*22 

Height  of  head    095 

body  about 1*30 

dorsal  fin  posteriorly  ., 0*60 

anal  fin    0*35 

Length  of  pectoral  fin • 0*45 


XXIV. — Additional  Observations  on  the  Polygastric  Sacculu 
By  John  Wm.  Griffith,  M.D.,  F.L.S.  &c. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Annals  of  Natural  History. 

Gentlemen, 
A  PAPER  having  been  inserted  in  the  last  number  of  yonr  Journal 
(p.  lOl)  by  Mr.  Addison,  tending  to  the  conclusion  that  the  inaccu* 
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rate  interpretation  I  attribnted  to  him  was  rather  my  own,  I  craye 
the  favour  of  a  few  lines  to  reply.  In  the  first  place  be  it  noticed, 
that  the  qaoted  remarks  relating  to  this  part  of  the  subject  in  my 
paper  were  ejctracted  (as  distinctly  stated)  from  the  '  Prov.  Med. 
Journal'  for  1842,  as  read  before  the  British  Association ;  there- 
fore observations  since  made  in  any  '  Experimental  Researches' 
published  in  the  following  vear,  clearly  can  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter.  It  must  also  be  observed,  that  my  observations 
were  on  the  Fohrgastrica,  not  on  Paramacium,  although  what  ap- 
plies to  one  wiU,  I  believe,  apply  to  the  whole. 

My  object  in  adducing  "physical  reasoning*'  was  not  to  at- 
tempt to  show  what  any  living  structure  could  or  could  not  do, 
because  I  appealed  to  experiment  and  observation  first,  and  sub- 
sequently applied  reasonmg  to  explain  what  I  saw;  the  explana- 
tion of  tne  causes  of  which  appearances  must  be  sought  in  reason- 
ing alone. 

As  regards  the  bursting  of  pollen  grains  when  acted  on  by 
solution  of  potassa,  this  is  again  a  decided  misinterpretation,  and 
the  cause  of  this  appearance  is  only  to  be  found  in  repeated  ex- 
periment and  carefiil  reasoning.  When  water,  solution  of  potash, 
or  acid  are  added  to  pollen  grains,  imbibition  and  swelling  take 
place ;  when  water,  acid,  or  weak  potash  water  are  used,  the  pollen 
tubes  are  generally  thnist  out  at  the  same  time,  and  the  fovillary 
matter  can  be  seen  within ;  but  when  a  stronger  solution  of  pot- 
ash is  added  immediately  as  the  pollen  tube  begins  to  be  emitted, 
it  is  deprived  of  its  covering  of  intine  by  the  solvent  action  of  the 
reagent,  and  the  fovillary  particles  are  emitted,  thus  giving  the 
appearance,  which,  hastily  interpreted,  is  called  bursting.     The 
physical  reasoning  is  therefore  equally  cogent  as  regards  the 
poUen  and  the  animalcules.  The  "vesictdar''  appearance  seen  in 
the  animalcules  after  the  addition  of  potash  can  also  be  seen  in 
the  case  of  the  pollen,  and  when  the  solution  is  not  sufficiently 
strong  to  dissolve  the  intine  covering  of  thepollen  tube,  the  whole 
grain  shrinks  or  becomes  contracted.     When  we  neutralise  the 
hq.  potassae  exactly  with  nitric  acid  previously  to  adding  it  to 
the  Polygastrica  (whereby  the  solvent  action  m  the  liquid  is  de- 
stroyed, but  its  density  not  materially  interfered  with),  we  have 
exosmosis  produced,  i.  e.  instead  of  swelling  they  become  con- 
tracted and  shrivelled.  This  is  a  veiy  interesting  fact,  and  clearly 
shows  that  the  density  of  the  liquid  cannot  be  concerned  in  the 
production  of  the  "imbibition,''  but  that  it  must  be  attributed 
solely  to  the  chemical  action  of  the  potash.     I  may  here  recall 
to  the  reader's  mind,  in  conclusion,  the  object  I  had  in  making 
any  observations  relative  to  the  "  imbibition"  which  was  stated 
to  take  place  in  the  polygastric  saccuU, — ^it  was  to  disprove  the 
eonohiBKm  arrived  at  by  Mr.  Addison,  viz.  that  these  "  stomachs" 
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perform  their  function  by  imbibition,  which,  I  believei  in  my 
former  paper  I  showed  to  be  thoroughly  unfounded. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  W.  Griffith. 

XXV. — Observations  on  the  genus  Mougeotia,  on  two  new  Genera 

of  Freshwater  Alga,  and  on  Tyndaridea,  with  descriptions  of  spe^ 

cies.     By  Arthur  Hill  Hassall,  Esq. 
[With  a  Plate.] 
Genus  Mougeotia. 
The  real  nature  of  the  genus  Mougeotia  does  not  hitherto  appear 
to  have  been  at  all  imderstood,  and  consequently  the  definitions 
given  of  it  up  to  the  present  time  are  either  erroneous  or  incom- 
plete. 

Vaucher  thus  defines  the  genus  Mougeotia : — '^  Conjuguies 
a  tube  intMeur"  And  Agardh  as  follows : — "  Fila  articulata  re- 
ticulata  conjuncta,  granulis  absque  ordine  dispositis,  fructibus  in 
angulis  reticuli  coUocatis.^* 

The  first  of  these  definitions  is  imperfect,  and  the  second  inac- 
curate, inasmuch  as  it  contains  a  reference  to  perfect  fructification 
distinct  from  the  granules  or  zoospores. 

The  true  and  original  species  of  the  genus  Mougeotia  are  all 
characterized  by  the  singular  fact,  that  sporangia,  which  Agardh 
calls  the  fruit,  are  never  found  in  them  as  they  are  in  all  other 
species  of  the  conjugating  tribe  of  Confervse.  The  filaments  do 
indeed  unite,  but  no  transference  of  the  contents  of  one  cell  into 
the  interior  of  the  other,  and  consequently  no  formation  of  spo- 
rangia, ever  take  place. 

This  remarkable  circumstance  in  the  history  of  the  genus 
Mougeotia,  resting  as  it  does  on  long-continued  and  careful  ob- 
servation of  the  species  composing  it,  does  not  admit  of  the  small- 
est doubt,  and  although  not  absolutely  stated  as  a  fact,  is  yet 
strongly  implied  by  Vaucher  in  his  description  of  Mougeotia  ge^ 
mijlexa,  in  which  the  following  observations  occur : — 

^^  This  Conjugata  has  not  presented  to  me  the  round  ^obules 
of  the  other  species  of  the  same  family;  on  the  contrary,  the  green 
matter  which  it  incloses  hath  appeared  to  me  to  present  nearly 
the  same  form,  so  that  I  know  not  how  the  grain  is  formed,  nor 
in  what  way  the  development  in  this  species  is  brought  about ; 
only  I  have  remarked  distinctly  three  or  four  bright  grains  im- 
mersed in  this  green  matter,  and  I  have  seen  in  the  month  of 
April  the  cells  separate  from  each  other  and  sink  in  the  water, 
but  I  traced  them  no  further.  Nevertheless,  I  have  difficulty  in 
beheving  that  the  brilliant  grains  are  not^the  germs. 

"  Since  writing  this  description  I  have  seen  the  germination  of 
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this  Conjugata  elsewhere  in  a  manner  very  different  from  all  the 
others :  the  matter  does  not  pass  from  one  tube  to  another  neigh- 
bouring tube,  but  each  cell  itself  frimishes  a  single  young  plant, 
the  interior  tube  which  it  was  found  to  enclose  becoming  a  yoimg 
Conjugata  which  was  entirely  contained  in  the  old  tube,  as  it  itself 
contains  the  plants  which  are  afterwards  to  become  developed ;  it 
issues  by  the  extremity  when  it  occupies  the  last  cell,  and  by  the 
sides  when  it  is  found  in  one  of  the  central  cells/' 

With  respect  to  the  observations  of  Vaucher  in  reference  to 
the  germination  of  the  young  Conferva  while  still  within  the  pa- 
rent cell,  I  would  observe  that  I  have  never  witnessed  this  sin- 
gular development,  and  can  confidently  assert  that  this  is  not  the 
legitimate  or  normal  mode  of  development  of  the  species  of  the 
genus  Mougeotia,  which  is  by  zoospores,  developed  external  to  the 
cells,  as  in  other  Confervae. 

The  above-detailed  facts  connected  with  the  genus  Mougeotia, 
when  viewed  in  connexion  with  other  singular  circumstances  ex- 
hibited by  other  abnormal  forms  of  Confervae,  are  in  the  highest 
degree  important,  from  the  light  which  they  throw  upon  the 
hitherto  obscure  physiology  of  this  wide-spread  class  of  Nature's 
productions — ^proving  as  they  clearly  do  the  interesting  fact,  that 
each  cell  of  BY^RY  Conferva  contains  all  the  requisites  for  the  per- 
petuation  of  the  species.  Thus  the  occurrence  of  certain  non- 
conjugating  species  in  the  genus  Zygnema  proves  that  union  of 
the  filaments  is  not  essentiifiy  concerned  in  the  continuation  of 
the  species  of  that  genus ;  while  the  single  example  met  with  in 
the  same  genus  of  a  species  in  which  sporangia  are  formed  without 
either  union  of  the  filaments  or  commingling  of  the  contents  of 
two  cells — that  is,  are  formed  separately  in  each  cell — clearly 
testifies  that  this  concentration  of  the  endochrome  of  two  cells  is 
likewise  unessential  to  the  continuance  of  the  species  of  the  ge- 
nus Zygnema.  Still  further  light  is  shed  upon  the  reproduction 
of  the  Confervae  by  Mougeotia  ericetorum,  the  filaments  of  which 
do  not  generally  conjoin,  but  in  which  sometimes  a  union  of  the 
matter  of  two  cells  in  the  same  filament  does  take  place,  without 
however  any  subsequent  formation  of  sporangia ;  the  absence  of 
sporangia  in  this,  as  well  as  in  the  other  species  of  the  genus 
Mougeotia,  which  differ  however  from  M.  ericetorum  in  that  union 
of  the  filaments  does  invariably  occur,  but  unaccompanied  by 
transference  of  the  endochrome,  affording  a  proof  conclusive  of 
the  fact  that  the  formation  of  sporangia  is  not  indispensable  to 
the  reproduction  of  the  conjugating  tribe  of  Confervae  any  more 
than  such  sporangia  are  to  that  of  the  branched  kinds,  in  which 
there  is  no  union  of  filaments,  no  transference  of  endochrome, 
and  no  formation  of  sporangia.     In  the  branched  species,  there- 
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fore^  the  reproduction  of  the  Confervse  is  reduced  to  its  simplest 
form. 

The  only  purpose  which  can  be  recognised  as  being  fulfilled  by 
the  union  of  the  filaments  in  M.genuflewUj  &c.  is,  that  thereby  an 
opening  is  effected  in  the  cells  through  which  the  xoospores  can 
escape  on  their  separation  from  those  cells. 

I  now  propose,  therefore,  that  in  the  genus  Mougeoiia  should 
be  placed  only  such  species  of  conjugating  Confervse  as  are  cha- 
racterized by  the  interesting  fact  of  the  non-formation  of  spo- 
rangia. These  species  include  the  original  and  typical  species  oi 
the  genus,  M,  genufiexa,  M,  campressa,  as  well  as  M.  bremor, 
M.  dubia,  M.  flava  described  in  a  previous  paper,  and  M.  erice^ 
torum,  of  which  a  detailed  descripticm  will  here  be  given. 

The  genus  Mougeoiia  may  be  thus  defined : — 

(Jen.  MouGEOTiA. 
Gen.  char. — Filaments  of  equal  diameter,  rarely  branched ;  cells 
usually  conjugating;  transference  of  endochrome  rare;  spo- 
rangia none ;  endochrome  at  first  filling  the  cavity  of  the  cell, 
but  subsequently  contracting  into  an  irregularly  spiral  thread ; 
zoospores  scattered  without  order  through  the  colouring  matter. 
M,  ericetorvm.  Filaments  not  unfrequently  branched ;  cells  usually 
about  twice  as  long  as  broad,  rarely  uniting,  but  firequently 
emitting  elongated  and  irregular  processes,  which  are  usually 
to  be  regarded  as  rudimentary  ramuli;  endochrome  frequently 
becoming  effused,  generally  from  one  cell  into  an  adjoining  one 
in  the  same  filament,  but  sometimes  that  from  both  cells  passes 
into  a  space  formed  between  the  two  utricles. 
It  has  elsewhere  been  stated  that  I  had  been  induced,  from  the 
detection  of  ramuli  on  some  of  the  filaments,  to  consider  Cof\ferva 
ericetorum  as  referable  to  the  branched  Confervse.     It  would 
appear,  however,  on  closer  examination,  that  while  it  certainly,  by 
the  not  unfrequent  occurrence  of  ramuli,  exhibits  a  degree  of  re- 
lation to  those  species,  that  yet  its  affinities  with  the  conjugating 
tribe  are  sufficiently  strong  to  make  it  apparent  that  its  proper 
station  is  with  these,  and  not  with  the  branched  species. 

When  a  communication  is  about  to  be  set  up  between  two  cells 
in  the  same  filament,  the  opposed  extremities  of  those  cells  are 
first  seen  to  become  slightly  inflated,  to  point  somewhat  and  then 
burst,  effusing  their  contents  sometimes  into  a  space  which  is 
gradually  between  the  two  cells,  but  at  others  the  endochrome 
of  one  cell  passes  directly  into  the  cavity  of  the  other. 

All  the  cells  in  a  filament  do  not  usually  communicate  with 
each  other  at  the  same  time,  but  at  distant  intervals ;  and  around 
those  cells  between  which  a  communication  is  about  to  beccnne 
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eatabliahedi  the  investing  membrane  is  observed  to  be  thickened 
eonsidembly^  pointing  out  to  the  observer  those  cells  which  either 
have^  or  are  about  to  take  on^  the  characters  of  reproduction. 

At  one  time  I  thought  that  the  branches  which  I  have  so  often 
met  with  were  spurious,  and  might  have  been  formed  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  sometimes  are  in  i(f .  gem^fleaa,  &c,,  vis.  by  the 
union  of  the  extremities  of  certain  filaments  at  right  angles  with 
the  cells  of  other  filaments;  but  this  idea  was  ^spelled  by  ob- 
servingj  that  in  the  specimens  in  which  the  branches  oecurred 
most  abimdantly,  no  union  of  cells  in  the  regular  way  was  to  be 
met  with. 

The  colour  no  less  than  the  condition  of  the  endochrome  varies 
considerably  in  this  species.  In  some  specimens  the  filaments  are 
of  a  bright  green,  in  which  case  they  have  always  been  found  im- 
mersed in  water;  while  in  others^  and  more  frequently,  they  are 
purple;  which  they  invariably  are  when  found  spreading  over 
swvunpy  hei^ths.  Specimens  of  a  beautiful  green  colour  were  re- 
cently sent  me  by  Mr.  Jenner  and  Mr.  Ralfs,  and  these  for  some 
time  piuzled  me  exceedingly. 

Notwithstanding  that  I  have  thought  it  right  to  place  C,  eri- 
ceiorum  in  the  genus  Mougeotia,  it  yet  must  be  acknowledged 
that  it  differs  in  several  respects  from  the  other  species  of  the  ge- 
nus ;  thus  it  differs  in  its  habit  and  in  its  persistent  vitaUty,  which 
enables  it  to  Uve  under  circumstances  which  woiild  be  fatal  to  the 
vajst  majority  of  Confervse,  such  as  exposure  to  drought  and  heat ; 
it  differs  also  in  the  occasional  presence  of  ramuU  on  the  filaments 
fo^d  in  the  transference  of  the  endochrome;  but  all  these  differ- 
ences are,  I  think,  only  of  specific  value,  and  are  mcMre  than  out- 
weighed by  the  correspondence  in  the  important  fisuH;  of  the  non- 
formation  of  sporangia, 

J  have  no  hBsitation  in  referring  to  this  species  the  C.  purpU' 
rascens  of  Carmichael,  which  ia  but  an  aquatic  condition  of  the 
plants  and  strongly  suspect  that  Conf  tortuosa,  Pillw.  (the  Zyg- 
nema  litioreum,  Lyngb.,  and  C,  perreptam,  Carm.)  might  be  re- 
ferred to  it  likewise. 

Nov.  gen.  Staurooarpus. 

Gen.  char, — Sporangium  either  square  or  cruciform,  and  lodged 

in  the  transverse  tubes. 

Certain  square  or  cruciform  species  of  conjugating  Conferva 
were  doubtfully  associated  by  Agardh  with  the  genus  Mougeotia ; 
these  spedes  I  learned  long  since  had  been  separated  from  it  by 
Mr.  Shuttleworth  under  the  appropriate  generic  appellation  of 
StawTQcarpus.  Mr.  Shuttlew<»rth  however  <£d  not,  so  far  as  I  can 
hvUt  publish  his  opinion  (d  the  propriety  of  establishing  for  these 
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curiously  formed  species  a  distinct  genus^  contenting  himself  with 
communicating  his  views  to  some  of  his  correspondents^  of  whom 
I  may  name  the  following  as  being  conversant  with  those  views : 
Mr.  Borrer,  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Berkeley  and  Mr.  Ralfs.  Within  these 
few  days  I  have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Berkeley  that  Kutzinghaa 
proposed  this  genus  under  the  term  of  Staurospermum  in  a  sketch 
of  a  work  on  the  Algae,  inserted  in  the  first  number  of  the  new 
series  of '  Linnsea.^  No  account  of  the  genus  is  given  by  Kutzing^ 
but  merely  the  name  and  an  enumeration  of  species  belonging  to  it. 
Mr.  Shuttleworth's  appellation  I  conceive  to  be  much  more  appro- 
priate and  accurate  than  that  of  Kutzing,  and  have  therefore  ven- 
tured to  retain  it ;  for  the  word  Staurocarpus  appUes  to  the  fruc- 
tification generally,  which  is  either  square  or  cruciform,  while 
Staurospermum  appears  to  me  to  specify  the  reproductive  granules 
or  zoospores  themselves  with  which  each  sporangium  is  filled,  and 
which  are  more  or  less  of  a  circular  form. 

That  Agardh  entertained  a  very  strong  suspicion  that  the 
square-fruited  species  ought  to  be  separated  from  the  genus  Mou- 
ffeotia,  will  be  apparent  from  the  following  observations : — 

"  Ceterse  species  quoad  fructum  non  satis  cognitse,  et  postea 
forsan  separandse,  hue  tantum  ob  habitum  retentse.'* 

The  genus  Staurocarpus  differs  from  Mougeotia  in  the  facts  of 
the  transference  of  endochrome  and  formation  of  sporangia,  while 
from  the  genus  Spharocarpus,  hereafter  to  be  described,  it  is  se- 
parated by  the  form  of  the  sporangium. 

But  one  species  of  this  genus  is  described  by  British  writers. 
In  a  recent  number  of  the  '  Annals '  I  added  two  others,  and  I 
have  now  the  pleasure,  assisted  by  my  valued  colleagues  Mr.  Balfs 
and  Mr.  Jenner,  of  describing  three  other  species  of  the  genus. 

St,  glutinosus.  Synonym,  Mougeotia  glutinosus.  For  descrip- 
tion see  ^  Annals  ana  Magazine  of  Natural  History,'  vol.  x. ;  and 
for  figure,  Plate  VII.  fig.  1. 

St.  capucinus.  Filaments  of  less  diameter  than  those  of  St.  glu- 
tinosus ;  cells  usually  eight  or  ten  times  as  long  as  broad ;  en- 
dochrome generally  of  a  purple  hue ;  sporangia  cruciform,  large, 
and  filled  with  zoospores  of  a  greenish  colour.  See  PI.  VII. 
fig.  2. 
Hob.  Henfield,  Mr.  Borrer;  Tunbridge  Wells,  Mr.  Jenner; 

Penzance,  Mr.  Ralfs ;  High  Beech,  Essex. 

This  is  a  very  distinct  species,  and  appears  first  to  have  been 
described  by  Agardh  under  the  name  here  adopted.  A  synonym 
of  this  species  is  undoubtedly  the  Conferva  cterulescens  of  'English 
Botany.'  The  colour  of  the  filaments  in  this  as  in  other  Conferva 
woiild  appear  to  be  subject  to  considerable  variety,  but  is  usually 
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a  deep  purple.  It  is  distinguished  from  St.  ghttinosus  by  the  form 
of  the  sporangium^  size  and  colour  of  the  filaments  *« 

St.  virescens.  For  description  see  ^  Annals  and  Magaiine  of 
Natural  History/  vol.  xi. ;  and  for  figure,  PI.  VII.  and  fig.  8. 

Synonym,  Mougeotia  quadrangulata,  'Annals  and  Magazine  oi 
Natural  Histo^/  vol.  xi. 

This  is  readily  distinguished  from  the  two  preceding  species  by 
its  much  smaller  size. 

St. .    Filaments  usually  of  a  green  colour  and  smaller 

diameter  than  those  of  St.  affinis;  cells  before  conjugation 
about  eight  or  ten  times  as  long  as  broad,  but  after  that  period 
becoming  much  longer ;  sporangium  cruciform.  PI.  VII.  fig.  4. 
Hob.  Pond  near  Roydon,  Essex. 

This  species  comes  very  near  to  St.  virescens,  from  which  it  is 
distinguished  by  its  somewhat  finer  filaments  and  cruciform  spo* 
rangium,  the  sporangium  in  St.  virescens  being  square. 

St.  gracilis.  Filaments  of  finer  diameter  than  those  of  St.  affinis, 

and  usually  of  a  green  colour ;  cells  many  times  longer  than 

broad ;  sporangia  cruciform.     See  fig.  5. 

Hab,  Penzance,  Mr.  Ralfs ;  Rackham  Bogs,  Broadwater  Forest, 
Fishers  Castle,  Parham  Park,  Mr.  Jenner ;  High  Beech,  Hertford 
Heath,  Wormly  West  End,  and  Wanstead  Flats,  Essex. 

This  is  an  abundant  species,  and  very  distinct  from  any  of  the 
others.  It  was  found  by  Mr.  Ralfs,  Mr.  Jenner  and  myself,  within 
a  few  days  of  each  other. 

St.gracillimus.  Filaments  more  slender  than  those  of  St.  gracilis, 

and  usually  of  a  green  colour ;  cells  very  many  times  as  long 

as  broad;  sporangia  cruciform,  and  about  one-half  the  size  of 

St.  gracilis.     See  fig.  6. 

Hab.  Hertford  Heath  and  High  Beech,  A.  H. ;  Rackham  Bogs 
and  Parham  Park,  Mr.  Jenner. 

This  species  I  have  myself  met  with  several  times,  but  did  not 
at  first  recognise  its  distinctness,  of  which  however  I  now  enter- 
tain no  doubt ;  and  it  was  only  on  the  receipt  of  a  beautiful  sketch 
from  Mr.  Jenner,  accompanied  by  remarks,  that  I  examined 
thoroughly  into  the  matter  and  satisfied  myself  of  its  entire  di- 
stinctness. 

Nov.  gen.  Sph^rocarpus. 
Cells  filled  at  first  with  endochrome,  which  subsequently  contracts 

and  assumes  an  irregularly  spiral  form;  sporangia  circular, 

lodged  in  the  transverse  tubes. 

*  I  have  since  ascertained  that  this  species  was  first  dcscrihed  in  the 
*  English  Botany.'  I  have,  however,  retained  Aganlh's  name  for  it,  the 
term  carulescens  being  rarely,  if  ever,  applicable  to  it,  and  therefore  likely 
to  mislead. 

Aim.  ^  Mag.  N.  Hist.  Volm.  O 
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The  species  of  this  genus,  while  they  agree  with  Staurocarpus 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  endochrome,  yet  differ  very  considerably 
from  it  in  the  form  of  the  sporangium,  and  it  is  on  this  difference 
that  I  have  ventured  to  found  a  new  genus.  From  those  species 
of  Tyndaridea  whose  sporangia  are  likewise  formed  in  the  connect- 
ing tubes,  the  genus  Spharocarpus  is  distinguished  by  the  dissi* 
mUar  disposition  of  the  endocbrome. 

Sph.  scalaris.  For  description  see  ^Annals  and  Magasdne  of 
Nat.  Hist.'  vol.  x. ;  and  for  figure,  PI.  VII.  fig.  7. 

Hab,  Vicinity  of  Cheshunt  and  various  oUier  places,  A.  H. ; 
near  the  Blackboys  Turnpike-gate,  Mr.  Jenner. 

I  have  recently  received  from  Mr.  Jenner  what  I  regard  as  a 
variety  of  Sph,  scalaris.  The  filaments  are  of  the  same  diameter, 
but  the  sporangia  instead  of  being  oval  are  spherical.  This  may 
be  distinct.     See  fig.  8. 

Hab.  Croboro'  Warren,  Mr.  Jenner. 

Sph.  intricattis.  Filaments  of  less  size  than  those  of  Sph.  scalaris ; 
cells  five  or  six  times  as  long  as  broad;  sporangia  oval,  rather 
larger  than  those  of  Sph.  scalaris,  their  long  diameters  being 
placed  in  the  direction  of  the  width  of  the  cells.     Fig.  9. 
Hab.  Broadwater  Forest,  Mr.  Jenner. 

The  only  differences  to  be  detected  between  this  Spharocarpu$ 
and  Sph.  scalaris  are  the  smaller  diameter  of  the  filaments  and 
larger  size  of  the  sporangia,  but  these  are  I  think  of  a  su£Sdiently 
well-marked  character  to  justify  its  being  ranked  as  a  distinct 
species.  This  species  has  only  as  yet  been  found  by  that  indefa- 
tigable observer  Mr.  Jenner. 

Sph.  recvrvus.    Filaments  of  smaller  size  than  those  of  Sph.  m- 

tricatus ;  cells  six  or  seven  times  as  long  as  broad ;  sporangia 

circular.     Fig.  10. 

Hab,  Penzance,  Mr.  Ralfs ;  Backham  Common,  Mr.  Jenner. 

This  species  I  first  received  from  Mr.  Balfs,  and  some  two  or 
three  weeks  afterwards  it  was  sent  me  by  Mr.  Jenner.  I  r^;ard 
it  however  as  the  species  figured  by  Dillwyn  (Supplement,  pi.  C.) 
as  M.  ffent^flexa  in  a  state  of  reproduction. 

Sph.  depressus.     Filaments  rather  larger  than  those  of  Sph.  re* 
curvus ;  cells  six  or  seven  times  as  long  as  broad ;  sporangia  oval, 
small,  their  lon^  diameter  being  placed  in  the  direction  of  the 
length  of  the  cells.     See  fig.  11. 
H(w,  Backham  Bogs,  Mr.  Jenner;  Penzance,  Mr.  Balfs. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  distinctness  of  this  species,  which 

was  procured  by  Mr.  Jenner  some  weeks  before  it  was  found  and 

transmitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Balfs. 

SIph.  nummuloides.    Filaments  of  rather  larger  size  than  thoae  of 
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Sph.recunms',  celkabcmtsk  times  as  long  as  broad^  not  usoally 
recurved ;  sporangia  circular  and  smaller  than  those  of  8ph.  re» 
curvus.     Fig.  12. 
Hob.  Hertford  Heath. 

Sph.  parvulus.  For  description  see  '  Annals  and  Magazine  of 
Nat.  Hist.'  vol.  xi. ;  and  for  figure,  PI.  VII.  fig.  18  and  14. 

Sph.  ovalis.    Filaments  about  equal  in  me  to  those  of  Sph.  par- 
vuhis;  cells  ten  or  twelve  times  as  long  as  broad;  sporangia 
slightly  eUipticali  their  long  diameter  being  placed  in  the  di* 
rection  of  the  length  of  the  cells.     See  fig.  15. 
Hob.  Wimbledon  Common. 
The  sporangia,  although  elliptical,  are  not  near  so  much  so  as 

are  those  of  ^h.  depressus,  and  the  filaments  are  not  one-half  so 

large. 

8ph.  anffustus.  Filaments  much  more  slender  than  those  of  l^h. 

parvulus ;  cells  very  many  times  longer  than  broad ;  sporangia 

circular,  very  large  in  comparison  with  the  size  of  the  filaments. 

Fig.  16. 

Hob.  Penzance,  Mr.  Ralfs. 

This  is  a  veiy  distinct  species,  and  for  its  discovery  we  are  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Ralfs. 

Oenus  Ttkdabibba. 

The  species  of  the  genus  Tyndaridea  may  with  great  propriety 
be  placed  under  two  heads.  Under  the  one  should  be  arranged 
all  those  species  in  which  the  sporangia  are  formed  within  the 
cells,  while  under  the  second  head  those  species  should  be  placed 
in  which  the  sporangia  are  lodged  in  the  transverse  tubes. 

y aocher,  in  his  description  of  Tyndaridea  pectinata,  thus  inge« 
niously,  though  I  fear  not  satisfactorily,  endeavours  to  account 
for  the  formation  of  sporan^  in  the  transverse  tubes : — "  Lea 
grains  sont  enti^rement  sph^nques  et  un  pen  h^riss^,  ce  qui  sans 
doute  est  la  cause  pour  laquelle  elles  sont  retennues  dans  le  canal 
de  communication  qui  est  entre  les  deux  tubes.'' — Voucher,  p.  78. 

I  have  now  to  describe  four  fine  species  belonging  to  this  second 
division  of  the  genus  Tyndaridea. 

*  Sporangia  lodged  in  the  transverse  tabes. 

Tyndaridea  conspicua.    Filaments  of  considerable  diameter ;  cells 
abcutoneandahalf  or  twice  as  long  as  broad;  endochrome  di- 
stinctly stellate ;  sporangia  large,  circular,  and  partly  immersed 
in  the  cells.     See  fig.  17. 
Hab.  Wimbledon  Common. 

This  species  bears  considerable  resemblance  to  Vaucher's  figure 
of  T.pectinata ;  however,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  that  species,  for 
I  prenime  that  Voucher  employed  the  same  magnifying  power  to 

02 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ iC 


188  Prof.  Forbes's  Note  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hassall. 

all  his  figures^  in  which  case  the  filaments  of  T.  pectinata  would 
be  almost  equal  in  diameter  to  those  of  T.  porticalis,  and  conse- 
quently nearly  as  large  again  as  those  of  the  present  species. 

Tyndaridea  immersa.  Filaments  rather  smaller  than  those  of  the 

f)receding  species ;  cells  usually  twice  or  twice  and  a  half  as 
ong  as  broad;  sporangia  usually  spherical^  but  sometimes  oval 
and  entirely  connned  to  the  transyerse  tubes.     Fig.  18. 
Hob,  Wimbledon  Common. 

Tyndaridea  decussata.    Filaments  of  less  diameter  than  those  of 
the  preceding  species;  ceUs  usually  two  and  a  half  times  as  long 
as  broad ;  sporangia  circular^  and  a  portion  of  them  immersed 
either  in  one  or  other  or  both  cells.     See  fig.  19. 
Hob.  Wimbledon  Common. 
This  species  may  possibly  be  the  T.  decussata  of  Vaucher,  in 

which  howeyer  the  ceUs  are  said  to  be  four  times  as  long  as  broad. 

Tyndaridea  Ralfsii.     Filaments  of  less  size  than  those  of  T  tm- 
mersa ;  cells  usually  four  times  as  long  as  broad ;  sporangia  el- 
liptical^ their  long  diameter  corresponding  with  the  length  of 
the  cell.     Fig.  20. 
Hab.  Penzance,  Mr.  Ralfs;  near  Cross-in-Hand  andChilting- 

ton  Common,  Mr.  Jenner. 

There  is  not  a  more  elegant  or  beautiful  species  than  this  in 

the  genus,  and  I  haye  much  satisfaction  in  dedicating  it  to  Mr. 

Ealfs,  its  first  founder,  and  a  gentleman  by  whom  our  knowledge 

of  the  Algse  has  been  so  considerably  augmented. 

XXVI. — Note  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hassall. 
By  Prof.  Edward  Forbes,  V.P.W.S.,  F.L.S.,  F.B.S.  &c. 

I  REGRET  that  Mr.  Hassall  has  taken  in  such  apparent  ill-hu- 
mour my  comments  on  two  of  his  supposed  discoyeries.  His 
obseryations,  howeyer,  more  and  more  conyince  me  that  he  is 
mistaken  in  regard  to  the  Eckinocorium,  and  had  not  made  him- 
self acquainted  with  preyious  obseryations  when  he  claimed  the 
priority  of  discoyery  about  the  phosphorescence  of  zoophytes. 

A  word  or  two  regarding  each  :  1  haye  met  with  the  Coryne 
on  shells  not  incrusted  by  Alcyonidium  eckinatum  as  well  as  those 
so  inyested :  Mr.  Hassall  has  not  hitherto.  This  is  just  the  state 
of  the  case  about  the  association  of  Adamsia  maculata  with  the 
PagwuSy  and  of  the  Adamsia  with  the  remains  of  Eckinocorium, 
but  one  negatiye  obseryation  (I  haye  made  many)  upsets  all  his 
positions. 

Mr.  Hassall  says,  that  he  has  conyinced  himself  of  the  union 
between  the  Alcyonidium  and  Coryne*,  first,  because  marked  de- 
pressions exist  on  the  polypidom  for  the  reception  of  the  bases  o^ 
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the  polypes ;  2oA^  because  the  whole  structure  of  the  polypidom 
itself  was  porous  and  incrusted  with  a  gelatinous  material;  and 
lastly^  beamse  it  was  invested  by  a  membrane  derived  from  the 
polypes  themselves^  and  which  likewise  covered  the  muricated 
processes.  If  these  were  the  grounds  of  his  conviction  he  must 
be  very  easily  convinced^  since^  admitting  the  correctness  of  the 
observations  (which  I  am  by  no  means  inclined  to  do)^  they  are 
all  so  many  arguments  against  the  genus  Eckinocorhtm,  since 
they  are  quite  contrary  to  the  type  of  structure  in  the  Zoophyia 
Hydrdda,  to  which  order  the  animal  of  his  genus  undoubtedly 
belongs.  His  logic  too  is  singularly  bad^  for  by  his  first  argu- 
ment he  might  prove  the  oyster^shell  to  be  the  polypidom  of 
Cliana ;  and  by  the  second^  that  a  fiicus  had  the  same  relation 
with  a  Botryttus,  When  I  said  that  the  Coryne  could  be  sepa- 
rated from  the  Alcyonidium  without  injury^  of  course  I  meant 
without  organic  lesion ;  no  other  meamng  would  have  been  sci« 
entific.  As  to  the  separation  of  the  Alcyonidium  eehinatum  as  a 
genus  (it  is  a  somewhat  unphilosophic  consolation^  that  though 
we  are  not  right  one  way,  we  mav  be  in  another),  I  agree  with 
Mr.  Uassail  that  it  probably  shoiud  be,  but  we  want  more  data 
ere  we  can  constitute  it  satisfactorily.  As  to  the  Coryne  being 
distinct,  I  also  think  it  is,  and  three  years  ago  showea  a  draw- 
ing of  it  to  Dr.  Johnston  under  that  conviction.  He  was  fami- 
liar with  the  form,  but  regarded  it  as  a  variety  of  C  squamosa.  In 
order  that  there  be  no  mistake  in  future  about  it,  the  best  way  is 
to  constitute  it  a  species  at  once,  and  name  it  after  the  indus- 
trious naturalist  who  has  brought  it  so  prominently  forward, 

Coryne  Hassalli,  nov.  sp.   C*  corpore  elongate,  capite  davato,  ten« 

taculis  brevibus  albidis.    L.  1 — 2  lin. 
In  mare  Britannico  profundiore. 

Obs.  Secmidum  Hassall,  animal  Echinocorii,  genus  Zoophytarum 
improbabile. 

Now,  as  to  the  Phosphorescence  of  Zoophytes,  I  again  repeat, 
that  the  general  fact  has  long  been  known.  It  has  been  taught 
for  years  in  the  class-room  of  every  natural-history  and  physiolo- 

g'cal  professor  at  home  and  abroad.  I  taught  it  myself  in  my 
rturcs  in  Edinburgh  in  1838  as  a  familiar  fact,  not  as  a  novelty. 
The  masters  imder  whom  I  had  studied  had  taught  me,  and  I  had 
confirmed  their  observations  on  the  sea-shore.  Dr.  Johnston's 
insertion  of  Stewart's  paragraph  is  a  suflScient  indication  of  his 
recognition  of  the  fact.  Dr.  Grant  notices  it  in  his  published  lec- 
tures. What  can  be  more  to  the  purpose  than  Dr.  Carpenter's 
summary — ^'Sjaanges,  SertularuB,Pennatula,  and  other Polypifera, 
^diibit  some  degree  of  luminosity"  (Principles  of  Gen.  rhysio- 
logy,  1839)  ?    If  Mr.  Uassail  be,  as  he  says  himself,  ^^  not  suffi* 
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ciently  aequainted  with  foreign  authors/'  he  ought  at  least  to  be 
BO  with  British  ones,  ere  he  sets  up  a  claim  for  such  famiUar  dia- 
coveries  as  the  phosphorescence  of  asoophytes.  The  '  Dictionnaire 
des  Sciences  Naturelles '  refers  to  British  authors,  and  rather  old 
ones  too  (as  Shaw),  on  the  very  subject  in  dispute. 

But  I  have  another  ^^  Betrospective  Comment^'  for  Mr.  Haasalli 
on  a  passage  in  his  paper  on  Diseases  produced  by  Fungi,  in  the 
last  Numl^  of  the  ^  Annals.'  He  there  writes — "  The  produc- 
tion of  diseases  through  the  agency  of  Fungi,  whether  in  the  ani- 
mal or  vegetable  fietbric,  has  not  hitherto  received  that  degree  of 
consideration  to  which  the  frequency  of  their  occurrence  and  the 
importance  of  the  subject  so  eminently  entitle  them ;"  and  again, 
^^  it  has  hitherto  been  supposed  that  their  powers  were  confined 
to  dead  organic  matter.''  Who  would  suppose  from  this,  that 
only  a  year  ago  an  elaborate  memoir  "  On  the  Parasitic  Vegetable 
Structures  found  growing  in  Living  Animals"  had  been  published 
in  the  Transactions  of  one  of  the  Boyal  Societies  of  Great  Britain 
(see  Edin.  Boval  Soc.  Transact.,  voL  zv.  part  2.  for  a  paper 
eighteen  pages  long,  with  two  plates,  by  my  friend  Dr.  J.  H.  Ben- 
nett)? Yet  such  was  the  case,  and  nearly  mfcy  authors  on  the  sub- 
ject in  question  are  referred  to  in  that  paper. 

August  1843. 

XXVII. — Information  respecting  Sdeatific  Travellers. 

[A  WBWLT  published  Part  of  the  '  Journal  of  the  Royal  Geographical 
Society'  contains  two  narratives  of  an  expedition  to  the  Barima  and 
Ghiiania  Rivers,  communicated  by  our  esteemed  correspondent  the 
Chevalier  Schomburgk*  to  the  Colonial  Office*  from  which  we  shall 
give  some  extracts  relating  to  natural  history. — Ed.] 

River  Mauari  (a  tributary  of  the  Barima), 
June  22,  1841. 

The  expedition  under  my  direction  left  Georgetown  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  19tb  of  April,  in  the  schooner  Home«  which  had  been 
chartered  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  us  to  the  Waini»  or  Guiania. 

On  the  28th  of  April  we  received  the  visit  of  a  Warran  chieftain 
from  the  Canyaballi,  a  tributary  of  the  Waini«  and  about  two  days' 
journey  from  its  mouth,  who,  having  heard  of  our  arrival,  came  with 
part  of  his  men  to  visit  us.  The  captain  is  known  among  the  colo- 
nists of  this  part  under  the  name  of  Sam  Peter,  and  appeared  a  very 
intelligent  old  man.  Puring  the  time  occupied  by  the  survey  the 
weather  had  changed,  and  it  now  became  apparent  that  the  short 
rainy  season  had  set  in.  We  ascended  the  Waiui  to  the  remarkable 
passage  which  connects  that  river  with  the  Barima ;  and  which, 
although  not  navigable  for  sailing  vessels,  affords  a  ready  communi- 
cation, in  boats  and  canoes,  between  the  two  rivers.  This  natural 
*  See  also  the  notice  in  vol.  x.  p.  348. 
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channel  may  be  compared,  in  some  respects,  to  the  Casriquiare,  which 
connects  tiie  Upper  Orinoco  with  the  Rio  Negro,  and  it  is  known  in 
the  colony  nnder  the  name  of  the  Mora  Creek.  The  Warran  Indianf» 
who  inhabit  these  rivers,  call  it  Morawan. 

The  Baiima  presented,  where  we  entered  it  from  the  Mora,  the 
appearance  of  a  much  larger  river  than  I  had  expected.  I  estimated 
its  breadth  at  700  feet.  Its  water,  still  subject  to  the  influence  of 
the  tides,  was  of  a  dark  colour,  and  its  depth  from  eighteen  to  twenty- 
four  feet.  About  five  miles  from  the  junction  of  the  Mora,  the  river 
Amka  flows  into  the  Barima  on  its  lefr  bank.  The  two  rivers,  before 
tiiey  unite,  are  nearly  of  equal  breadth— -about  400  feet  each.  The 
Aruka  has  yellowish  muddy  water.  A  few  houses,  inhabited  by 
Warran  Indians,  are  within  a  diort  distance  of  the  confluence  of  the 
Aruka  with  the  Barima.  They,  with  others  who  inhabit  the  Lower 
Aruka,  acknowledge  a  Warran  by  the  name  of  William  as  their  chief- 
tain, who  resides  at  the  small  brook  Atopani. 

We  followed  Mr.  King  to  the  Warran  settlement  Cumaka,  which 
is  within  a  short  distance  of  Atopani,  and  landed  there  in  the  evening* 
We  found  a  large  assemblage  of  Warrans,  with  their  chieftain  Wu- 
liam.  The  In<hans  were  suflering,  to  an  extent  painful  to  behold, 
from  ophthalmia.  My  previous  excursions  have  made  me  acquainted 
with  various  tribes  who  inhabit  British  Ghiiana  or  the  adjacent  ter- 
ritories ;  but  though  that  disease  is  by  no  means  unusual  among  them, 
I  nowhere  saw  it  so  frightfully  exhibited  as  here,  where  at  least  50  per 
cent,  of  the  inhabitants  are  labouring  under  it,  or  have  had  their  eye- 
sight impaired  by  it.  I  ascribe  it  to  their  inhabiting  the  low  marshy 
gprounds,  where  it  appears  they  are  more  subject  to  colds  than  in  the 
open  savannahs  or  on  the  high  mountains,  and  to  carelessness. 

Cumaka  is  situated  on  rising  ground.  These  hillocks,  which  are 
the  first  high  ground  from  the  sea  inland,  form  a  small  chain  that 
extends  in  a  western  direction  :  they  are  composed  of  indurated  clay, 
highly  ochreous ;  and,  to  judge  from  their  vegetation,  and  the  pro- 
vision-gprounds  of  the  Indians  on  their  declivities,  the  soil  is  feitile. 
It  is  only  here  that  the  vegetation  of  the  banks  on  the  river  begins  to 
change.  Hitherto  it  consisted  of  curida  and  mangrove  trees,  and 
numerous  manicole  palms ;  but  when  we  had  reached  the  rising 
gpround,  we  observed  noble  forest-trees— as,  for  example,  the  crab- 
nut  tree,  useful  for  building  material ;  locust,  curaliara,  siruaballia» 
soriari,  and  others.  From  the  curaliara  the  Warrans  prepare  canoes 
and  corials ;  and  from  the  size  of  these  I  judge  of  the  height  of  the 
trees  from  which  they  are  made. 

I  resolved,  as  soon  as  the  general  health  of  my  crew  was  restored, 
to  proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Barima  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
that  part  of  the  river.  I  engaged  six  Warran  Indians,  under  the 
command  of  the  chieftain's  son,  to  accompany  us,  and  we  set  out  on 
our  journey  on  the  10th  of  May;  and  having  paddled  through  the 
greater  part  of  the  night,  we  landed  the  following  day  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Barima,  where  we  encamped  not  far  from  Point  Barima,  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  river. 

The  survey  of  the  Barima  was  finished  by  the  19th  of  May.    Its 
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banks  ^are  marshy  to  its  junction  "with  the  Aroka;  and  so  much 
subjected  to  the  tide,  that  we  could  not  find  any  spot  fit  for  our 
night-quarters.  It  would  cost  the  same  labour  and  expense  to  bring 
the  lower  tracts  into  cultivation  that  were  required  to  render  the 
coast  land  of  Demerara  arable  and  productive.  Of  the  upper  re^ons, 
which  I  have  not  yet  visited,  I  can  say  nothing. 

The  fish  known  under  the  name  of  querrunai  in  the  colony  abounds 
in  these  estuaries,  and  its  value  is  admowledged,  as  one  in  its  dry 
state  brings  in  the  market  of  Georgetown  from  five  to  six  bits  (1$.  9d. 
to  2s,  Sd,).  Of  equal,  if  not  greater  value,  is  the  morocotto,  which 
frequents  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Orinoco,  and  weighs  when  taken 
from  10  to  12  lbs.  I  consider  it  of  importance  to  point  out  every  re- 
source that  the  country  possesses,  lliese  fisheries,  if  followed  up  in 
a  proper  manner,  would  no  doubt  become  a  useful  branch  of  internal 
commerce. 

We  left  the  mouth  of  the  river  Barima  on  the  20th  of  May,  and 
arrived  at  Cumaka,  which  we  had  selected  as  our  dep6t,  on  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

Thirteen  miles  from  Cumaka,  in  a  southern  direction,  the  Aruka 
is  joined  by  the  Aruau,  by  means  of  which  the  portage  is  reached 
which  forms  the  communication  between  the  rivers  Aruka  and  Ama« 
cura.  I  resolved,  however,  to  follow  the  Aruka  some  distance  beyond 
the  junction,  in  order  to  risit  a  Warran  settlement,  and  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  upper  course  of  that  river.  It 
decreases  materially  in  size,  being  scarcely  more  than  thirty  yards 
across ;  its  banks,  still  swampy,  are  studded  with  manicole  and  truti 
palms,  along  the  stems  of  which  we  saw  the  aromatic  vanilla  trailing 
in  large  quantities,  forming  natural  festoons,  and  its  numerous  white 
flowers  diffusing  a  delicious  perfume.  The  water  of  the  river  was  of 
a  jet-black,  and  so  dear,  that  it  was  difficult  to  detect  where  the  re- 
flected image,  which  the  trees  and  shrubs  bordering  its  banks  cast 
into  the  river,  separated  from  the  real  object. 

We  returned  next  morning  to  the  junction  of  the  Aruau  with  the 
Aruka,  and,  following  the  former  river  upwards,  reached  in  the  even- 
ing the  portage,  whence  we  had  to  transport  the  corial  to  one  of 
the  rivulets  which  flow  into  the  Amacunu 

The  soil  consisted  of  rich  loam ;  and  I  observed  several  trees  use* 
fill  for  naval  and  civil  architecture,  as  the  crab- wood,  siruadallia,  so- 
riari,  mora,  and  many  others.  One  of  the  mora-trees  astonished  me 
by  its  gigantic  size. 

The  botanist  would  have  been  here  much  delighted  by  a  diversified 
and  interesting  flora.  Orchideous  plants,  the  Peristeria  (or  flower 
of  the  Holy  Spirit) ;  several  Epidendra,  with  scarlet  blossoms ;  and 
many  others  of  equal  interest,  adorned  the  trees.  A  Crucian  with 
white  flowers  and  a  delicious  perfume  bordered  the  banks ;  Bigno* 
niacea  trailed  along  the  trees ;  and  the  Brownea  racemosa,  which  has 
been  compared  to  our  rose,  added  to  the  variety  by  its  bright  scarlet 
colour,  especially  when  contrasted  with  the  green  of  the  surrounding 
shrubs  and  trees. 

We  ascended  it,  in  order  to  pay  a  visit  to  Assecura,  a  settlement 
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of  Arawaaks  and  Warrane,  under  the  Arawaak  chieftain  Jan.  We 
were  received  in  a  very  friendly  manner ;  and  found  in  him  an  intel- 
ligent man,  who  spoke  the  Creol-Dutch  perfectly.  The  settlement 
consisted  mostly  of  Arawaaks,  and  only  a  few  Warrans.  llie  greater 
cleanliness  in  person  of  the  former,  compared  with  the  latter,  was 
striking.  We  did  not  observe  among  any  of  the  Arawaaks  (whether 
children  or  adults)  those  tumours  which  are  caused  by  an  accumu- 
lation of  chigoes,  and  which,  being  neglected  to  be  extracted  in  time, 
render  many  of  the  Warran  children  lame ;  indeed,  as  the  chigoes 
penetrate  other  parts  as  well  as  the  feet,  these  poor  children  not  only 
suffer  the  greatest  pain  by  the  neglect  of  their  parents,  but  are  ten* 
dered  in  their  appearance  positively  offensive.  This  was  not  the  case 
with  the  Arawaaks,  among  whom  the  filthy  state  of  the  Warrans  is 
proverbial ;  nor  did  they  suffer  from  those  ophthalmic  complaints^ 
which  I  have  mentioned  as  being  so  common  to  the  Warrans  of  these 
rivers,  and  of  which  the  extent  has  been  under-rated  in  the  state- 
ments  that  even  fifty  per  cent,  of  them  suffer  under  it. 

With  Captain  Jan  of  Assecura  as  a  guide,  and  our  crew  increased 
by  several  of  his  followers,  we  left  the  settlement  on  the  2nd  of 
June,  and  now  ascended  the  Amacura. 

The  next  day  (June  3rd)  proved  so  rainy  that  we  were  obliged  to 
remain  stationary.  We  staurted,  however,  on  the  4th  of  June,  to  con*« 
tinue  the  survey  of  the  Amacura  to  its  falls  or  rapids,  which  are 
caused  by  a  ledge  of  granitic  rocks  that  cross  the  river  and  impede 
its  £Eurther  navigation. 

As  we  advanced  I  found  its  banks  increase  in  height,  and  become 
studded  with  noble  forest- trees.  The  gorgeous  flowers  of  the  Broumea 
racemosa  and  Gustavia  angustifolia  were  so  abundant  that  they  added 
considerably  to  the  beauty  of  the  sylvan  scenery. 

We  left  on  the  7th  of  June,  on  our  farther  descent  to  the  mouth 
of  Amacura.  The  Arawaak,  Captain  Jan,  who  went  with  us  to  the 
Upper  Amacura,  and  who  proved  himself  very  useful  and  intelligent, 
accompanied  us  farther,  as  his  knowledge  of  the  localities,  and  the 
names  of  streams  which  fall  into  the  Amacura,  rendered  his  ser- 
vices valuable.  The  streams  which  join  the  river  from  its  eastern  or 
right  bank  are  very  numerous ;  and  it  increases  materially  in  breadth : 
I  state  its  average  depth  at  its  lower  course  as  eighteen  feet,  though 
there  are  places  which  much  exceed  that  depth.  A  peculiar  feature 
in  this  river  are  large  patches,  consisting  of  matted  grass,  the  splendid 
blue  water-lily  (Ponthederia  aiurea),  and  several  other  water-plants, 
which,  torn  off  by  the  increased  stream  during  the  rainy  season,  come 
floating  down  with  the  current,  and  reaching  that  part  of  the  river 
where  it  is  subjected  to  the  tides,  are  carried  to  and  fro,  as  the  tide 
may  be  flowing  or  falling.  We  might  have  numbered  thousands 
of  these  little  floating  islands.  We  reached,  in  the  afternoon  at  three 
o'clock,  the  Coyuni,  which,  like  the  Mora  from  the  Waini  to  the 
Barima,  and  vice  versd,  offers  an  uninterrupted  passage  in  canoes 
from  the  Amacura  to  the  Araturi.  The  Coyuni  connects  the  Ama- 
cura with  the  Waicaicaru  or  fiassama*  which  falls  into  the  Araturiir 
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This  riyer  flows,  opposite  the  island  Smataca,  into  the  Orinoco,  and 
is  another  instance  of  a  remarkable  connexion  between  the  tidal 
rivers  of  this  coast. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Amacara  is  navigable  for  smaller  ves* 
sels  and  steamers  to  the  Yarikita ;  the  bar  at  its  mouth,  and  the  in- 
considerable breadth,  which  seldom  amounts  to  more  than  300  yards, 
render  it  unfit  for  larger  vessels.  It  abounds  in  that  delicious  fish 
moroootto. 

It  was  late  in  the  evening  before  we  reached  the  mouth  of  the 
Amacura.  We  arrived  on  the  lOth  of  June  at  Cumaka,  where,  to  my 
great  satisfaction,  I  found  the  invalids  mostly  restored,  and  Mr.  Su- 
perintendent King  rejoicing  in  his  recovered  eyesight. 

Although  the  rainy  season  has  for  some  time  past  set  in,  and  al- 
though our  stores  are  materially  reduced,  and  we  have  been  deprived 
of  many  comforts,  I  yet  deem  it  my  duty  to  persevere,  and  continue 
the  survey  to  the  Cuyuni. 

Demerara,  August  1841. 

The  party  under  my  command  left  Cumaka,  where  we  had  so- 
journed for  some  time,  on  the  15th  of  June,  and  having  arrived  at  the 
junction  of  the  Aruka  with  the  Barima,  we  continued  the  ascent  of 
the  latter  river  in  an  east-south-eastern  direction :  we  reached,  next 
day,  its  junction  with  the  Kaituma,  which  falls  in  on  the  left  bank 
from  the  S.,  and  is  at  its  mouth  about  200  feet  wide.  The  Kaituma 
is  inhabited  by  Warran  and  Waika  Indians,  and  is  connected  with 
the  Upper  Barima  by  several  intermediate  brooks. 

Numerous  rivulets  join  the  Barima  on  both  its  banks ;  some  of 
them  inhabited  by  Warrans.  It  has  still,  however,  the  appearance 
of  a  tidal  river,  being  margined  by  mangrove  and  curida  bushes,  over 
which  manicole  and  truli  palms  raise  their  heads.  Its  banks  form 
continued  swamps,  which  only  can  be  made  arable  throu^  the  in- 
dustry of  man. 

I  always  considered  it  my  duty,  wherever  an  opportunity  offered, 
to  observe  how  far  the  geological  structure  of  the  country  might  be 
favourable  to  cultivation ;  it  being  undeniable  that  the  quality  of  the 
soil  depends  generally  upon  the  rocks  which  form  the  strata  below 
the  arable  land.  The  superstrata  at  the  hills  of  Warina  consist  of 
ochreous  day,  intermixed  with  mould,  pebbles,  and  that  due  propor- 
tion of  sand  which  would  particularly  qualify  it  for  the  cultivation  of 
coffee.  The  large  blocks  of  ferruginous  clay  which  lie  dispersed  on 
the  surface  ensure  the  necessary  moisture  for  the  cultivation  of  that 
plant ;  for  it  is  well  known  to  the  agriculturists  how  beneficially  such 
blocks  operate  on  the  soil  on  which  they  lie,  contributing  not  only 
to  the  retention  of  moisture,  which  would  otherwise  evaporate,  but 
to  the  precipitation  of  atmospheric  vapours. 

Since  we  had  left  Warina,  our  course  up  the  Barima  lay  more  to 
the  S.W. :  the  banks  of  the  rivers  became  higher ;  while  the  palms 
and  mangrove  bushes,  which  till  now  had  been  so  numerous,  became 
less  frequent,  and  were  replaced  by  a  more  varied  v^etation.  Our 
Indian  guides  informed  us  that,  by  ascending  the  rivulet  Yarumnka 
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half  a  day,  we  should  reach  high  hillfl  and  savannahs.  We  continued, 
however,  the  ascent  of  the  Banma,  and  passed  the  rivulets  Aruta  and 
Pegua ;  the  latter  inhabited  by  Warrans. 

In  lieu  of  palms,  the  most  stately  mora«trees  overshadowed  the 
river.  In  all  my  former  travels  in  GKiiana  I  have  nowhere  seen  trees 
of  thiB  description  so  gigantic  as  on  the  land  adjoining  the  Barima 
at  its  upper  course.  Indeed,  frequently,  when  our  boat  rounded  some 
point  which  the  river  made  in  its  course,  and  a  long  reach  was  be- 
fore us,  these  majestic  trees  appeared  in  the  background  as  hillocks 
clothed  with  vegetation,  until  a  nearer  iqiproach  showed  our  mistake ; 
and  we  found  ^t  what  we  considered  to  have  been  a  hillock  was  a 
single  tree,  rising  to  the  enormous  height  of  130  to  150  feet;  form- 
ing by  itsdf,  as  it  were,  a  forest  of  vegetation.  The  importance  of 
the  mora  in  naval  architecture  is  now  fully  recognised  in  Oreat  Bri« 
tain,  and  a  new  export  trade  has  been  opened  to  tiie  colony.  On  the 
Upper  Barima  this  tree  is  so  abundant,  and  grows  to  such  a  size,  that 
the  whole  British  navy  might  be  reconstructed  merely  from  the  trees 
which  line  its  banks ;  a  circumstance  well  worth  consideration,  for 
the  river  being  navigable  to  vessels  of  twelve  feet  draught,  the  craft 
intended  for  tibe  transport  of  the  timber  might  load  at  the  very  spot 
where  the  trees  are  cut  down.  It  is  only  lately  that  the  timber  of 
Guiana  has  come  into  notice  in  England ;  but  so  superior  is  the  mora 
and  the  green-heart  for  objects  of  naval  architecture,  that  a  higher 
price  is  given  for  them  in  seaport  towns  than  for  any  other  wood 
imported  into  England. 

I  was  anxious  to  examine  the  Barima  beyond  its  falls.  I  started 
accordingly,  on  the  24th  of  June,  in  a  small  canoe,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Olascott,  the  assistant-surveyor,  and  Mr.  Echlin,  the  artist  of 
the  expedition.  Descending  the  Manari  for  a  short  distance,  we 
reached  the  Barima  by  two  of  those  natural  canals  (the  Oaima  and 
Ataima)  which  so  frequentiy  connect  rivers  having  a  parallel  course 
in  these  swampy  regions.  The  almost  continual  torrents  of  rain 
had  caused  the  Barima  to  overflow  its  banks,  and  we  found  the  cur- 
rent running  at  the  rate  of  from  four  to  four  and  a  half  miles  an 
hour.  Our  progress  was  consequently  slow.  A  short  distance  above 
the  off-flow  which  connects  the  Barima  and  Manari,  we  visited  a 
Warran  settiement  called  Emu,  where  we  admired  a  gigantic  bam- 
boo, several  hundred  yards  in  circumference. 

We  found  two  of  the  Indians  finishin|^a  native  canoe,  which  they 
had  cut  out  of  cedar  (Idea  altisnma),  a  species  of  wood  uncommonly 
well  qualified  for  that  purpose,  and  resembling,  in  its  durability, 
odour,  and  reddish  colour,  the  famed  Bermuda  cedar,  although  a 
genus  quite  distinct  from  the  idea.  As  the  cedar-tree  of  Ouiana  is 
by  no  means  scarce,  it  deserves  more  attention. 

We  were  accompanied  by  a  number  of  Indians  from  Simuita  and 
the  neighbouring  settiements,  who  intended  to  ascend  the  river  to 
the  fBdls,  to  shoot  the  delicious  fish  called  maraootto,  or  ossibu, 
which,  at  the  time  these  waters  are  full,  migrate  beyond  the  falls  for 
the  purpose  of  depositing  their  spawn.  We  formed  a  flotilla  of  boats, 
our  canoe  being  tiie  leading  frigate.    Several  fish  were  procured  on 
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the  first  day.  In  order  to  attract  them  to  the  shore,  a  number  of 
the  seeds  of  the  carapa,  or  crab-nut*  are  pounded,  and  having  beeii 
inclosed  in  a  netting  of  withes,  they  are  put  in  the  water,  and  soon 
attract  the  greedy  maracotto.  An  Indian  stands  ready  with  a  light 
spear,  which  he  lances  into  them>  one  after  another,  with  unerring 
aim.  The  maracotto  frequently  attains  a  length  of  thirty  inches^ 
and  is  twenty-six  inches  in  girth.     Its  flavour  is  delicious* 

I  now  found  it  advisable  to  discontinue  the  ascent  in  corials,  for 
numerous  trees  which  had  fedlen  across  the  Barima  obstructed  the 
boats.  Leaving  Mr.  Glascott  in  charge  of  the  camp  formed  at  the 
junction  of  the  two  rivers,  and  having  armed  the  most  effective  of 
the  crew  with  cutlasses  and  axes,  we  cut  our  way  through  entangled 
bushes  and  swamps,  following  the  left  bank  of  the  Banma.  With 
the  exception  of  two  rivulets,  we  found  the  tributaries  which  the 
river  received  of  inconsiderable  size.  Its  bed  is  frequently  traversed 
by  granitic  dikes,  over  which  the  water  precipitated  itself  impetu-i 
ously ;  and  its  current  was  so  rapid  that  it  would  have  been  diffi- 
cult to  make  any  way  in  ascending,  even  in  a  small  corial. 

I  admired  the  number  of  noble  forest-trees,  among  which  I  ob- 
served the  bullet-tree,  the  locust-tree,  the  crab-wood,  curahara, 
itapu,  cuyama,  yarura,  and  its  allied  species,  pamacussana;  the 
suari  or  impa,  and  makaratalli.  But  the  most  remarkable  appeared 
to  me  the  tunkara,  which  measured  in  circumference  from  twenty- 
eight  to  thirty  feet.  Its  trunk  rose  free  from  branches,  smooth  and 
roimd,  to  about  seventy  or  eighty  feet ;  and  I  was  told  by  some  of 
my  Indian  guides  that  the  Warrans  used  the  tree  for  making  canoes. 
It  is  soft  and  white,  and  the  colonists  prepare  staves  from  it.  The 
Warrans  make  their  bark  or  shell  canoes  of  the  bark  of  the  bullet- 
tree  and  makaratalli. 

We  were  joined  by  a  number  of  Warrans  and  several  Waikas 
from  Manari,  whose  services  we  had  engaged  to  assist  in  canying 
our  luggage  from  Manari  to  the  Barama,  which  flows  into  the  Waini. 
We  were  told  that  we  should  have  to  ascend  the  Barama  in  boats 
for  four  days  before  we  could  reach  the  path  that  leads  to  the 
Cuyuni. 

An  Indian  carries  scarcely  more  than  24  lbs.  weight  on  journeys 
overland.  While  the  negro  carries  invariably  his  burthen  on  lus 
head,  experience  has  taught  the  Indian  that  by  doing  so  he  would 
not  be  able  to  make  much  j^rogress  through  the  thic£  woods,  and 
his  load  is  therefore  slung  on  his  back ;  for  that  purpose  they  have 
baskets  which  are  made  of  the  stems  of  a  calathia,  or  of  some  spe-* 
cies  of  pahn. 

Our  preparations  had  been  completed,  the  loads  distributed  ac* 
cording  to  the  appearance  of  strength  possessed  by  our  carriers ;  and 
after  Mr.  Glascott  had  left  with  his  party,  in  a  boat  which  was 
hired  for  the  purpose,  we  commenced  our  march  overland  on  the 
8th  of  July.  The  forest  through  which  we  now  proceeded  appeared 
to  have  less  underwood;  and  I  observed  numerous  specimens  of 
that  valuable  tree  the  siruaballia,  which  affords  one  of  the  best  tim« 
bers  for  the  planking  of  vessels  and  the  construction  of  gigs,  boats. 
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&c.   I  saw  trees  of  this  description,  of  which  the  trunks  might  have 
meastored  seventy  feet  before  they  branched  off. 

The  cedar  and  other  forest  trees,  many  of  them  of  the  most  gi- 
gantic dimensions,  were  seen  in  great  numbers  during  the  course  of 
this  dajr's  journey,  besides  numerous  hya-hya  trees.  The  hya-h3ra 
18  the  remarkable  tree  which  yields  by  incision  a  milky  fluid  that 
forma  a  good  substitute  for  cow's  milk.  The  Indian,  to  whom  it  is 
]nez;dicable  how  man  can  make  use  of  milk  after  having  been  weaned 
from  the  maternal  breast,  does  not  attach  any  value  to  this  fluid  as 
an  article  of  food,  but  the  younger  community  prepare  from  it  balls 
of  caoutchouc 

Our  path  led  over  hiUocks  from  fifty  to  sixty  feet  high,  extending 
in  longitudinal  ridges :  their  intermediate  valleys  generally  formed 
swamps,  on  crossing  which  we  frequently  simk  to  our  girths  in  mud 
and  water.  After  four  hours'  march  we  crossed  the  Caruawa,  here 
a  mere  rivulet ;  and  arrived  in  the  afternoon  at  a  small  settlement 
consisting  of  two  houses  inhabited  by  Waikas. 

The  neatness  and  order  of  the  provision-fields  around  these  set- 
dements  showed  that  the  Indian  who  presided  over  them  was  distin- 
g^nished  from  the  generality  of  his  brethren.  Paths  led  through  the 
fields  ;  the  yams  were  trailed  against  poles  ;  lime  and  orange  trees, 
8o  seldom  to  be  met  with  amongst  the  Indians,  increased  the  favour- 
able idea  I  had  of  the  inhabitants.  We  found  only  one  Indian  and 
some  females  at  home ;  the  rest,  with  their  chieftain,  were  gone  to 
work  for  a  time  at  a  wood-cutting  establishment  on  the  river  Po- 
meroon  with  a  view  to  earn  money  to  procure  those  articles  which 
have  become  almost  necessaries  of  life  with  them,  namely,  wearing 
apparel,  implements  for  cultivating  their  fields,  guns,  powder  and 
shot. 

liCaving  Paripu  we  continued  our  march ;  and  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  same  day  arrived  at  another  large  settlement,  judging  at  least 
from  the  number  of  the  huts.  Here  also  the  male  inhabitants  were 
absent,  having  gone  to  work  at  the  Pomeroon. 

We  departed  from  Gariacu  on  the  1 1th  of  July.  The  Barama  re- 
sembles much  the  Upper  Barima ;  its  banks  are  clothed  with  a  simi- 
lar vegetation,  and  it  is  equally  serpentine  in  its  course.  I  noticed 
a  good  deal  of  potter's  clay,  used  by  the  Caribisi  for  the  manufacture 
of  pottery,  which  for  its  durability  is  highly  esteemed  by  the  colo- 
nists. This  day  has  a  grayish  colour,  and  is  mixed  with  the  loose 
materials  of  decomposing  granite. 

The  rivulet  Nakuwai  was  the  largest  tributary  which  we  passed 
in  the  course  of  our  first  day's  ascent ;  it  joins  the  Barama  on  its  left 
bank.  We  noticed  the  first  rocks  l3ring  in  the  river's  bed  above  the 
rivulet  Abocott^.  About  a  mile  and  a  half  above  this,  the  Erawanta 
and  Mazuwini  join  the  Barama  close  to  each  other.  During  the 
rainy  season,  when  the  bed  of  the  river  is  fidl,  it  forms  numerous  off- 
flows,  which  adopt  a  more  direct  course  than  the  river  itself,  and  join 
it  again  at  some  distance.  The  Indians  who  are  acquainted  with 
these  branches  navigate  them,  and  thus  shorten  the  ascent  mate* 
rially. 
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We  passed,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Idth  of  July,  some  hillocks, 
and,  soon  after,  the  first  rapid,  formed  by  dikes  of  granite;  and 
reached  a  settlement  of  Waikas,  called  Gadui,  which  we  were  told 
was  the  last  inhabited  place  below  the  great  fall.  We  were  here 
struck  with  an  air  of  plenty :  the  cassava  grounds  were  extensive  ; 
yams,  sweet  potatoes,  plantains,  and  bananas  were  abundant ;  also 
the  paripi  palm,  and  papayas,  of  which  the  fruit  resembled  a  large 
melon,  some  of  them  measuring  twenty-eight  inches  in  circumfe* 
rence.  Sugar-cane,  cashew,  and  cotton-trees  grew  around  the  huts. 
A  number  of  wild  fowls  was  observed ;  moridies,  powies,  parrots  of 
all  plumage  ;  several  sun-birds,  all  tame,  and  associating  amicably 
witii  one  another. 

I  succeeded  in  procuring  a  set  of  circum-meridian  altitudes,  ac- 
cording to  which  the  settlement  was  in  7°  19'  N.  latitude.  We 
heard  quite  distinctly  during  night  the  roaring  of  the  great  fall 
Dowocaima,  which  is  about  two  miles  distant,  and  bears  S.  58^  W. 

Having  engaged  three  more  Indians  to  accompany  us  from  Gadui 
to  the  Cuyuni,  we  started  next  morning  at  an  early  hour ;  and  after 
passing  some  rapids,  approached  the  great  fall.  We  had  to  unload 
near  the  island  Wayaruima,  and  carry  the  canoes  and  luggage  two 
miles  overland. 

These  cataracts  surpass  in  grandeur  the  great  falls  of  the  river 
Demerara,  to  which  in  their  structure  they  bear  some  resemblance* 
The  whole  fall  on  the  Barama  amounts  to  about  120  feet  in  a  di- 
stance of  two  miles ;  but,  from  the  sinuosities  of  the  channel,  there 
is  no  one  point  which  affords  a  coup-d'cnL 

The  grandest  scene  is  offered  by  the  three  upper  falls,  where  the 
river,  narrowing  into  about  eighty  feet,  rushes  turbulently  down  the 
precipice  in  three  jets,  and  forms,  in  the  distance  of  about  100  yards, 
a  fall  of  thirty- five  to  forty  feet  perpendicular.  This  part  is  called 
Dowocaima,  and  as  we  saw  it  at  the  height  of  the  rainy  season, 
when  the  river  is  full  to  overflowing,  the  scene  is  sublime  indeed. 
The  banks  were  bordered  by  a  primitive  forest,  and  foliage  of  every 
hue,  among  which  the  bright  red  of  the  young  mora-leaves  formed 
a  striking  object.  lianes,  reaching  from  boughs  sixty  feet  high 
down  to  the  water's  edge ;  a  thousand  creepers,  so  closely  envelop- 
ing whole  rows  of  trees  as  to  give  them  a  fiemcifiil  resemblance  to  old 
massy  columns  crowned  with  ivy ;  white  festoons  and  clusters  of 
purple  and  yellow  salver-shaped  flowers  trailing  from  tree  to  tree ; 
all  combined  to  form  a  vivid  picture  of  tropical  vegetation.  The  up- 
roar of  the  masses  of  water  which  rush  over  the  ledges  of  rock,  and 
envelope  in  foam  the  surrounding  scenery,  added  to  tiie  characteristic 
features  of  the  landscape. 

The  ledges  of  rock  are  composed  of  gneiss,  their  stratification 
being  S.  33°  W. ;  they  form  an  impediment  to  all  further  naviga- 
tion, and  are  such  as,  if  a  denser  population  should  render  the  step 
necessary,  could  only  be  overcome  by  canals  or  railroads.  In  the 
absence  of  these,  our  Indians  took  their  light  bark  canoes  on  their 
heads,  and  carried  them  to  that  part  of  the  river  where  there  were 
no  serious  obstacles  to  its  further  navigation. 
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We  passed  next  day  the  rqnd  Massiwinidui,  and  several  others 
of  less  consequence,  and  encamped  in  the  evening  at  the  foot  of  the 
hH  Aunama,  from  whence  the  path  leads  to  the  Cuyuni.  The  river 
Aunama  joins  the  Barama  jiut  below  the  fall. 

Our  course  on  the  17th  of  July  continued  W.S.W.  We  crossed, 
at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  Aunama  for  the  last  time  ;  and 
having  passed  a  ridge  of  smadl  hills  which  stretched  S.  by  W.,  we. 
stood  soon  after  on  the  western  branch  of  the  rivulet  Acarabisi.  We 
had  now  reached  the  most  elevated  spot  between  the  Cuyuni  and 
Barama,  and  entered  another  system  of  rivers,  the  waters  oif  which, 
instead  of  flowing  northwards  to  the  Waini  and  Barama,  run  to  the 
S. ;  and,  uniting  with  the  Cuyuni,  are  conveyed  to  the  Atlantic  by 
the  Essequibo. 

fVom  this  ridge  of  hills  the  ground  slopes  southward  to  the  banks 
of  the  Cu3runi ;  and  I  estimated  the  highest  ridge  which  separates 
the  two  systems  at  520  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Heights 
which  really  deserve  the  name  of  mountains  conunence  twenty  miles 
further  westward.  The  Aunama  and  Acarabisi  are  only  divided 
from  each  other  by  hillocks  which  rise  not  more  than  from  sixty  to 
100  feet  above  their  leveL  Both  rivers,  if  properly  cleared  of  trees 
which  have  fedlen  across,  would  be  navigable  for  canoes  and  punts ; 
and  as  the  portage  is  not  more  than  two  miles,  these  rivers  present 
the  means  of  connecting  the  Pomeroon  and  Morocco  coast  vrith  the 
Upper  Cuyuni,  where  t^e  channel  of  that  river  is  comparatively  un- 
obstructed. 

We  followed  the  valley  of  the  Acarabisi,  by  no  means  a  comfort* 
able  path,  as  at  this  season  of  the  year  it  formed  an  almost  conti- 
nued swamp,  and  we  fell  sometimes  to  our  girths  in  the  mud.  A 
rich  retentive  soil  renders  these  regions  peculiarly  fit  for  the  culti- 
vaticm  of  rice.  It  rained  almost  incessantly,  and  we  were  truly  re- 
joiced when,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  July,  we  arrived  at  the 
Caxibisi  settlement  Haiowa,  about  two  miles  distant  from  the  left 
bank  of  the  Cuyuni.  The  country  between  the  Barama  and  the 
Cuyuni  is  a  series  of  narrow  valleys,  situated  between  hillocks  of  no 
great  height.  The  principal  valleys  are  those  which  are  drained  by 
Uie  rivers  Aunama  and  Acarabisi.  The  general  direction  of  the  others 
is  at  an  oblique  angle  to  these,  and  they  vary  considerably  in  extent. 
Sometimes  they  are  merely  defiles,  and  the  greater  number  of 
them  do  not  expand  more  than  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  I  am 
fiilly  persuaded  that  there  can  be  no  soil  better  qualified  for  the  cul- 
tivation of  coffee  than  what  is  found  here.  The  zones  of  granite, 
sometimes  in  spherical  blocks,  and  the  vitrified  and  ferruginous 
masses  of  clay  which  I  frequently  observed  traversing  the  moun- 
tains, are  favourable  to  the  cultivation  of  that  plant. 

The  productiveness  of  the  soil  nearer  to  the  banks  of  the  Cuyuni 
is  evident  from  the  specimens  of  sugar-cane,  cotton,  and  plantains 
which  were  brought  to  me  while  at  Haiowa.  I  saw  a  cane  mea- 
suring 15  feet  long,  and  7^  inches  in  circumference.  The  cotton, 
too,  was  of  excellent  quality  and  staple ;  and  the  few  tobacco-plants 
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which  the  Indians  raised  for  their  own  use  were  remarkable  for  their 
large  leaves,  and,  as  I  was  assured,  for  their  fine  flavour. 

We  expected  to  meet  here  a  party  which  was  to  have  been  sent 
with  a  supply  of  provisions  up  the  Cuyuni,  for  our  stores  had  long 
since  been  given  out,  and  we  were  reduced  to  cassava  bread  and 
what  game  chance  brought  to  our  hands.  We  were,  however,  dis- 
appointed in  our  expectations ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  craft,  I 
had  to  send  my  coxswain  a  journey  of  two  days  higher  up  the  Cuyuni» 
where  I  was  told  there  was  a  corial  large  enough  for  our  use.  He 
arrived,  and  having  bargained  for  the  corial,  returned,  with  some 
addition^  guides,  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd  of  July.  We  em« 
barked  our  baggage,  and  a  few  hours  later  began  the  descent  of  the 
Cuyuni. 

The  Cuyuni  presented,  where  we  embarked,  a  magnificent  sheet 
of  water.  I  estimated  its  width  at  from  400  to  500  yards.  Its  cur- 
rent was  rapid,  perhaps  3^  miles  in  an  hour,  and  its  bed  full  to 
overflowing.  A  small  chain  of  hills,  called  Macapa,  bore  nearly  W. 
They  are  distant  about  a  mile. 

Our  progress  was  rapid,  and  in  the  afternoon  we  had  safely  passed 
the  dangerous  fall  of  Kanaima,  and  rested  at  an  abandoned  settle- 
ment  on  the  river's  right  bank.  There  were  some  other  settlements 
in  the  neighbourhood,  the  inhabitants  of  which  came  to  visit  us.  We 
did  not  observe  any  mora-trees  along  the  banks ;  they  were  replaced 
by  another  equally  majestic  tree  which  the  Indians  caUed  Td-au. 
llie  islands  with  which  the  river  was  studded  were  almost  covered 
with  bushes  of  the  Quassia  amara  or  bitter-ash.  The  stream  itself 
continued  as  if  cut  up  by  a  multitude  of  large  channels,  which  are 
not  seen  from  each  other,  thickly- wooded  islands  intervening ;  and 
no  accurate  idea  can  be  formed  of  their  total  breadth :  sometimes  a 
little  range  of  densely- wooded  hillocks  approached  the  water's  edge. 

We  passed  the  Otomong  hiUs,  and  avoided  by  narrow  passages 
between  islands  numerous  large  cataracts,  which  in  our  small  canoes 
it  would  have  been  dangerous  to  attempt  to  descend.  At  the  cata- 
ract of  Poinka-marka,  or  Womuipong  of  the  Caribisi,  we  had  to  un- 
load and  draw  the  canoes  over  a  portage  of  about  300  yards'  extent. 
The  perpendicular  fall  of  this  cataract  is  not  less  than  thirty  feet, 
and  it  is  generally  called  the  Canoe-  Wrecker,  in  consequence  of  many 
fatal  accidents  which  have  occurred  here. 

The  rapids  and  falls  now  became  less  frequent,  and  still-water 
commenced.  The  tract  of  granite  and  gneiss  which  causes  these 
impediments  extends  therefore  from  the  Arakuna  hills,  uninter- 
rupted, to  the  small  range  of  hillocks  called  Macapa.  It  is  about 
fifty  to  sixty  miles  in  length,  and  constitutes  the  second  large  series 
of  falls. 

We  had  anxiously  looked  forward  to  meet  the  party  which  we 
expected  with  supplies  of  provisions.  We  heard  of  them  today  at 
a  settlement  opposite  the  Toro  hills,  but  oidy  to  have  tiie  diBappoint-> 
ment  of  learning,  that  on  ascending  the  previous  day  the  dangerous 
hXL  Wakupang,  they  had  lost  everjrthing,  and  saved  only  their  lives 
and  the  corial.  Among  the  luggage  lost  was  one  of  the  instruments. 
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Massey's  log»  and  a  new  tarpauling.  Thus  disappointed  in  our 
hopes  of  meeting  comfort,  we  had  to  put  up  for  some  days  longer 
with  our  scanty  fare.  We  paid  off  our  guides  who  had  accompanied 
us  from  Haiowa,  as,  with  the  men  who  had  come  up  from  the  Esse- 
qnibo,  our  crew  was  sufficiently  strong  to  reach  that  river. 

The  dangerous  fall  Wakupang,  where  our  stores  were  lost  on  the 
preceding  day,  was  passed  without  accident  This  is  the  commence- 
ment of  the  second  series  of  rapids  or  falls.  The  river  is  studded 
"with  islands ;  green-heart  and  purple-heart,  both  most  valuable  trees, 
become  abundant  along  its  banks ;  but  the  impediments  which  the 
numerous  rapids  throw  in  the  way  will  for  some  time  render  these 
treasures  unavailable. 

We  passed  in  the  afternoon  the  Cutuau  hills,  along  which  a  river 
of  the  same  name  has  its  course.  The  Cutuau  offers  a  communica- 
tion with  the  river  Waini,  and  is  much  frequented  by  the  Indians  of 
both  rivers ;  eight  miles  further  eastward  is  the  rivulet  Wayarimpo, 
ip^hence  another  path  leads  to  the  Paruni. 

We  reached  on  that  evening  Ematuba,  generally  called  "  the 
Great  Fall,"  where  we  had  to  unload  and  haul  our  corials  over  land, 
and  encamped  at  the  foot  of  the  small  island  whither  the  corials  had 
been  drawn.  Continued  rains  precluded  the  possibility  of  any  ob- 
servations, and  we  started  on  the  morning  of  July  27th,  under  the 
same  unfavourable  weather.  An  hour  and  a  half  after,  we  were  at 
tiie  foot  of  the  last  fall,  called  Akayu,  and  saw  before  us  the  junc- 
tion of  the  three  rivers,  Essequibo,  Mazaruni,  and  Cuyuni. 

Our  party  left  Bartika  Ghrove  on  the  28th  of  July  in  two  corials, 
and  we  arrived  safely  in  George>town  on  the  second  day  eiisuing, 
after  an  absence  of  three  mondis  and  a  half,  during  which  period 
we  had  travdled  upwards  of  700  miles ;  and  although  that  period 
presented  but  a  continuation  of  the  most  unfavourable  weather,  we 
nevertheless  determined  twenty-one  points  astronomically,  and  ac- 
quired a  correct  knowledge  of  the  course  of  the  rivers  Waini,  Ba- 
rima,  Amacura,  Barama,  and  Cujruni,  all  of  which  had  never  been 
visited  before  by  any  person  competent  to  delineate  them  in  a  map; 
no  wonder  therefore  Uiat  their  actual  course  should  be  almost  oppo- 
site to  what  it  is  represented  in  extant  maps. 

The  fertility  of  the  tract  we  have  explored  has  been  pointed  out 
in  various  places  in  this  as  well  as  my  former  accoimt.  The  lands 
adjacent  to  the  rivers  Amacura,  Barima,  and  Barama,  and  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  tides,  are  superior  in  quality  to  those  of  any  other 
dii^ct  hitherto  visited;  and  this  refers  equally  to  the  Cuyuni, 
where  I  met  sugar-canes  of  the  finest  description,  and  native  cottons 
of  superior  staple  and  quality.  But  the  impediments  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Cuyuni  will,  I  fear,  prove  a  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
rendering  the  fertility  of  its  banks  available.  The  Amacura,  Barima, 
and  Waini  are  for  a  great  distance  free  from  such  impediments,  and 
a  denser  population  only  is  wanted  to  render  this  part  of  Guiana 
one  of  the  most  productive  throughout  its  whole  extent ;  and  to  this 
end  the  numerous  natural  canals  and  connexions  between  its  chief 
livers  would  materially  contribute. 

Ann.  ^Moff.N.  Hist.  Vol.xn.  P 
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These  tracts  are  at  present  inhabited  by  the  following  tribes  t-^ 
1.  Warrans,  along  the  coast,  from  Pomeroon  to  the  Amacnra;  2. 
Arawaaks,  intermixed  with  the  former,  chiefly  at  the  rivers  Waini* 
Barima,  and  Amacura ;  8.  Waikas  and  Chaymas,  sister  tribes  of  the 
Wacawais,  at  the  upper  course  of  these  rivers,  and  the  regions  be^ 
tween  the  Barama  and  Cuyuni.  I  estimate  the  whole  number  of 
these  nations  at  2500.  Many  of  them  assist  in  felling  timber  or  in 
working  on  the  estates  ;  and  if  the  system  which  only  of  late  yemra 
has  been  followed,  namely,  that  of  treating  the  Indian  as  a  rational 
being,  in  giving  him  a  fair  remuneration  for  his  woric,  shall  be  g»« 
nerally  adopted,  the  aborigines,  there  is  no  doubt,  will  prove  most 
useful  labourers  to  the  colony.  It  is  my  full  persuasion,  that  if  the 
attention  and  paternal  provisions  which  the  aborigines  of  Ghiiana 
have  of  late  years  enjoyed  at  the^hands  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
be  continued,  and  means  adopted  to  afford  them  religious  in8truction« 
a  relic  of  the  once  numerous  Indian  population  may  yet  be  rescued. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES, 

Die  Pfimte  im  Momente  der  Thierwerdttng,  Beobachtet  von  Dr.  P. 
Unger.  Wien,  1843,  pp.  100,  with  a  large  quarto  plate. 

Tex  observations  which  Dr.  Unger  made  many  years  since  on  the 
peculiar  motion  of  the  spores  of  Vaucheria  clavaia,  thou^  questioiied 
by  many,  have  for  the  most  part  been  received  as  correct  and  well- 
founded.  Indeed  they  have  been  confirmed  more  or  less  by  Trevi- 
ranus,  Meyen,  Trentepohl,  Valentin  and  others,  and  the  fsct  b  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  most  curious  amongst  those  which  have  been 
recorded  of  apparently  spontaneous  motion  amongst  the  reproductive 
organs  of  Algse.  No  one  seems  hitherto  to  have  ascertained  how 
this  motion  is  produced,  vrith  the  exception  of  Dr.  Unger,  who  in 
the  treatise  before  us  has  fuUy  described  the  structure  of  the  cuticle 
of  the  spores,  which  it  appears  is  clothed  with  short  vibratory  pro- 
cesses, exactly  as  in  many  of  the  inferior  animals,  or  particular  organs 
or  membranes  of  those  ck  a  higher  grade.  The  fsct  of  the  existence  of 
such  processes  in  vegetables  is  not,  however,  perhaps  altogether  new 
to  science.  Pouchet  has  described  something  of  the  kind  in  the  laiger 
circulating  globules  in  ZannichelUa,  though  so  imperfectly  that  the 
real  nature  of  the  processes  is  not  very  evident. 

We  now  proceed  to  give  the  results  of  Unger's  observations  as  de- 
tailed by  himself  at  the  end  of  his  treatise,  which  we  think  cannot 
fail  to  interest  our  readers* 

1.  Vaucheria  ciavata,  Ag.  (Ectosperma  clavaia,  Vanch.)  is,  consi- 
dered respectively  of  all  its  peculiarities,  a  plant,  which  by  the  uniim 
of  numerous  individuals  forms  small  tufts  on  the  surface  of  wtoom 
in  running  streams,  in  the  middle  of  Europe.  It  consists,  when  lolly 
developed,  of  a  branched  inarticulate  tube,  00d7th  of  a  Vienna  inch 
in  diameter,  which  continues  to  grow  above,  while  the  lower  porticma 
are  dead  or  decomposed,  and  in  this  state  lives  from  the  end  <^  winter 
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timiigli  spring,  rammer,  autumn  and  winter  till  the  approach  of  thd 
new  ipring. 

S.  The  tube  oonsiflts  of  a  tender  vegetable  membrane,  whose  inner 
sorfiu3e  is  clothed,  more  or  less  thickly,  with  round  or  elongated  par^ 
tides  of  hardened  jelly  involved  in  chlorophyll,  whence  the  whole 
plant  derives  its  lively  green  oolour.  The  rest  of  the  tube  is  filled 
with  a  fluid,  somewhat  granular,  slimy  substance,  in  which,  as  also  in 
tlie  globules  of  the  chlorophyll,  there  is  no  observable  motion. 

8.  Under  the  due  influence  of  light  and  temperature  a  pecidiar 
alteration  takes  place  at  the  top  of  the  tube  and  of  its  branches, 
whieh  has  the  closest  agreement  with  thi  formation  of  spores  in  sim- 
ply oonstructed  plants.  There  originates-^-oiamely,  below  the  tips  of 
the  shoots-'^  transverse  diMepiment  in  the  tube,  which  was  at  first 
perfectiy  oontiouous.  This  is  very  thin,  and  separates  the  upper  por« 
tion  of  the  contents  of  the  tips  of  the  threads  from  that  portion  which 
IS  below.  In  this  upper  part  only  a  new  tube  is  formed  out  of  a 
oolourless,  slimy,  granular  substance  witiiin  the  mother«tube,  which 
is  closely  pressed  to  it« 

4.  The  development  of  this  inclosed  tube  resembles  that  of  other 
spores  in  thehr  motheT'cells,  but  it  at  length  attains  a  higher  order  of 
organisation*,  inasmuch  as,  instead  of  being  formed  of  a  simple  ve« 
g^abk  membrane,  it  is,  in  hctt  an  epithelium  with  vibrating  ciliary 
processes.  At  present,  however,  there  is  scarcely  a  trace  of  organic 
sation  in  the  tube  itself  or  its  contents. 

5.  By  means  of  the  swelling  of  the  ripe  spore  simultaneously  with 
the  attenuation  of  the  mother«tube,  the  tube  bursts  and  the  spore 
pushes  spontaneously  through  the  narrow  aperture,  exhibiting  at  last 
a  revolving  motion*  This  process,  which  lasts  some  minutes,  may 
in  a  certain  degree  be  compared  with  that  of  delivery  in  the  animal 
kingdom  I 

6.  After  the  separation  of  the  spores  the  dissepiment  expands,  and 
forms  a  sac  within  the  vacant  tube,  or  a  branch  is  given  off  imme- 
diately below  the  dissepiment*  In  either  case  we  have  a  mere  pro* 
lodgation  of  the  original  tube* 

7.  The  same  process  of  formation  takes  place  in  the  new  portion 
of  the  original  tube,  and  it  is  repeated  a  third  time ;  but  as  the  tube 
is  oontintmlly  decreasing  in  diameter,  the  new  spore  is  proportionally 


6.  The  spore  is  an  oval  or  elliptid  body,  which,  when  liberated 
from  the  mother^tttbe,  moves  freely  in  water  in  every  direction  and 
swims  about  like  an  animal*  An  epithelium  uniformly  clothed  with 
vibrating  cilia  incloses  a  slimy  substance,  which  in  part  assumes 
the  form  of  vesicular  cavities  ;  the  epithelium  is  clothed  within  with 
numerous  globules  which  are  invested  with  chlorophyll.    At  the 

*  We  follow  the  language  of  Unger,  without  however  adopting  hia  views 
altogether  as  to  the  anunal  nature  of  the  spores.  9ee  however  on  this  head 
*  Berk.  Gleaning  of  Brit.  Algce/  under  the  article  Vaucheria  clavata.'^Eii» 

f  This  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  interesting  facts  contained  in  the  trea- 
tise, and  altogether  analogcus  with  what  Corda  describes  in  the  formation 
of  the  spores  of  certain  Fungi. — £d. 
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lighter  anterior  portion  these  green  globules  are  much  less  frequent 
than  in  the  posterior  portion ;  so,  on  the  contrary,  the  vesicular  ca- 
vities are  more  numerous  in  the  anterior  portion  than  behind,  where 
they  are  replaced  by  globules  of  chlorophyll.  There  is  no  trace  of 
a  cytoblast. 

9.  The  motions  of  the  spores  are  rotatory  round  their  axis  major 
from  left  to  right,  and  sometimes  straightforward ;  in  either  case 
produced  by  the  vibrating  cilia.  Moments  of  rest  aJtemate  at  plea- 
sure with  motion,  which  on  the  whole  continues  for  about  two 
hours. 

10.  With  the  cessation  of  motion  the  ellipsoid  assumes  a  globular 
form ;  the  colour  becomes  uniform,  and  the  crystalline  transparent 
epithelium  changes  into  a  tender,  homogeneous,  vegetable  membrane. 
In  less  than  twelve  hours  the  bladder  dongates  at  one  or  two  points, 
which  is.  the  indicatioti  of  germination. 

11.  Hie  development  of  the  tube  proceeds  rapidly.  On  one  side 
a  root  is  formed,  by  which  the  plant  is  fastened,  while  on  the  other 
side  the  spore  elongates,  becomes  branched,  and  within  fourteen  days 
produces  new  spores. 

12.  I  do  not  find  any  substance  which  tends  to  prolong  the  ani- 
mal life  of  these  germs.  Experiments  show  that  it  is  very  easily  de- 
stroyed by  the  weakest  d3rnamic  and  chemical  external  influences, 
and  that  even  the  vegetable  life  is  destroyed  by  them.  A  tempera- 
ture from  0°  R.  to  15°  R.  is  proper  to  it.  A  higher  temperature  is 
destructive. 

Light  has  no  influence  in  prolonging  or  shortening  the  animal  life. 
On  t£e  contrary,  absc^ute  darkness  retards  the  process  of  germina- 
tion, while  green  light  promotes  it.  Acids,  alkalies,  salts  in  the 
smallest  proportions,  are  destructive ;  narcotics  destroy  both  the  power 
of  motion  and  germination.  A  weak  electrical  stream  deranges  the 
motion,  a  strong  one  is  altogether  fatal. 

13.  The  spontaneous  motion  of  the  germs  of  Vaucheria  is  not  an 
isolated  fact.  A  whole  series  of  Algse  (Zoospermea),  as  well  articu- 
late as  inarticulate,  have  this  peculiarity,  and  it  appears  from  the 
present  observations  that  the  same  organization  is  the  cause  of  the 
phsenomena.  Comparative  inquiries  show  that  these  moveable  germs 
are  to  be  regarded  as  embryos,  which  resemble  the  tetraspores  of 
Alg»*. 

14.  These  germs,  regarded  on  one  side  only,  are  not  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  animal  kingdom  to  which  they  belong,  as  indicated 
by  the  structure  of  the  skin,  the  voluntary  motion,  and  their  sensi- 
bility to  outward  influence. 

15.  Neither  the  absence  of  mouth  or  reproductive  organs,  nor  the 
presence  of  gum  (schleim)  and  chlorophyll,  are  contradictory  as  to 
their  animal  nature,  since  there  are  animals  which  do  not  possess  the 
first,  and  possessed  of  parts  which  otherwise  belong  to  vegetables. 
Among  animal  forms  the  embryos  of  the  lower  classes  of  invertebrate 

•  The  word  in  the  ori^nal  is  Fucoideen ;  but  this  is  evidently  a  slip  of  the 
pen.    It  should  be  Flortdeen,'^ED, 
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animals  resemble  them  most,  and  indeed,  at  present,  are  not  distin- 
guishable by  any  acute  characters. 

16.  We  conclude  also  that  the  germs  of  Vaucheria  and  the  allied 
Algae  are  animal  embryos  which  cannot  raise  themselves  above  this 
embryonic  condition,  and  after  a  short  existence  resume  the  vege- 
table nature  to  which  they  owed  their  origin. 

Note. — In  the  number  of '  Annales  des  Sciences  Naturelles'  for  May  1843, 
M.  Thuret  has  published  an  interesting  memoir  on  the  movement  of  the 
spores  of  Algse,  and  has  gone  over  the  same  ground  with  Unger,  arriving 
at  similar  results.  He  is  convinced  that  a  great  number  of  reputed  species 
of  Vaucheria  are  mere  varieties.  There  is,  however,  a  portion  of  his  memoir, 
on  a  point  simply  indicated  by  Unger,  which  demands  the  greatest  attention, 
viz.  that  relative  to  the  motion  and  structure  of  the  granules  contained  in  the 
articulations  of  Conferva,  Chtetophoray  &c.  In  Conferva  and  Cheetophora  he 
finds  the  granules  mmished  at  the  narrower  end  with  two,  or  at  most  three, 
flagelliform,  extremely  slender  appendages,  on  which  their  motion  appears  to 
depend,  while  in  ProUfera  (=:  Veeiculifera,  Hassall)  there  is  a  circle  of  ap- 
pendafi^es.  The  granules  of  Conferva  differ  therefore  very  little  from  the 
granules  of  the  red  snow,  which,  if  M,  Thuret's  observations  be  confirmed, 
may  after  all  be  a  vegetable.  At  least,  if  it  be  not  so  considered,  it  will  be 
vety  difficult  to  deny  Uie  animality  of  the  spores  of  Conferva. 

Recherches  sur  la  Rubifaction  de$  Eaux  et  leur  0»ygenatum  par  let 

Animalcules  et  leg  Algnes.    Par  Aug.  et  Ch.  Morren :  Bruxelles, 

4to,  pp.130,  pi.  7. 

This  work,  which  has  been  kindly  communicated  by  the  authors, 
consists  of  a  series  of  memoirs,  of  which  the  first  relates  to  the  oxy- 
genation of  water  by  means  of  Algse  and  Infusoria,  and  the  remainder 
to  its  rubefaction  and  the  description  of  various  species  by  which  the 
change  in  colour  is  effected.  It  is  the  result  of  observations  made 
by  two  relations,  Augustus  and  Charles  Morren,  of  whom  the  former 
is  Proviseur  of  t^e  Royal  College  of  Angers  and  a  celebrated  che- 
mist, the  latter  Professor  of  Botany  in  the  University  of  Li^ge  and 
an  accomplished  zoologist. 

There  is  a  singular  difference  in  the  quantity  of  air  which  exists 
at  different  times  in  running  and  stagnant  water,  as  also  in  the  quan- 
tity of  oxygen  comprised  in  this  air  at  different  hours  of  the  day.  The 
proportion  of  oxygen  varies  from  25  to  48  or  61  per  cent,  from  sun- 
rise to  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  subject  is  obviously  of  great 
importance  as  regards  health  and  in  many  other  points  of  view, 
and  it  is  to  the  consideration  of  it  that  the  authors  have  applied 
themselves  in  the  first  memoir.  The  cause  of  these  differences  is 
found  in  the  influence  of  light  on  the  respiration  of  the  Infusoria  and 
Algae  which  are  contained  in  the  water. 

The  influence  of  oxygen  is  very  great  on  the  salutary  quality  of 
this  universal  beverage ;  on  the  degree  of  its  action  on  the  nutrition 
of  vegetables,  and  consequently  when  used  for  irrigation  ;  nor  is  it 
less  active  as  regards  the  art  of  bleaching  and  dyeing.  It  is  easy, 
from  what  has  been  said,  to  perceive  the  great  importance  of  the  * 
subject,  and  it  is  difiicult  to  imagine  to  what  results  it  may  finally 
lead.     In  a  philosophical  point  of  view  we  may  remark,  that  it  ex- 
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plaint  why  the  Creator  has  multiplied  in  tneh  a  marvelloua  dogree 
the  animalcules  and  microscopic  plants  with  which  water  abounds. 
Though  regarded  frequently  as  objects  of  disgust  and  forerunners  of 
disease,  they  are,  in  foot,  necessary  to  the  general  harmony  <4  nature. 
It  is  to  them  we  are  indebted  for  the  salubrity  of  waters  whlob  would 
otherwise  be  injurious*. 

We  proceed  to  state  the  circumstances  which  led  to  these  inves- 
tigations, as  our  readers  will  easily  understand  from  them  the  nature 
of  the  observations.  M.  Augustus  Morren  had  analysed  the  water 
ef  a  great  number  of  weUs  and  fountains  at  Angers,  and  ouunined 
the  gases  which  it  is  capable  of  eontaining.  He  then  experimented 
on  that  of  some  neighbouring  ponds,  and  he  found  that,  habitually 
impregnated  with  a  larg^  quantity  of  vegetable  and  animal  sub- 
stances, it  held  in  dissolution,  notwithstanding  the  contact  of  a  per« 
petually-renewed  atmosphere,  a  gas  frequently  less  rich  in  oxygen 
than  the  water  of  the  two  rivers,  Maine  and  Loire,  which  run  near 
Angers,  and  even  than  the  water  of  the  wells  and  fountains  of  tlie 
country. 

After  the  admirable  work  of  Humboldt  and  Ghiy-Lussae  on  Budio- 
metry,  we  know  that  in  its  normal  state  the  running  water  of  rivers, 
or  distilled  water,  well  aerated,  holds  in  dissolution  about  a  25th 
part  of  its  volume  of  oxygen  and  aiote,  in  the  proportion  of  82  of 
oxygen  to  68  of  aaote.  He  was  then  greatly  surprised,  when,  on  a 
fine  day  in  the  month  of  July,  having  analysed  the  air  extracted  by 
ebullition  troxa  the  water  of  a  fish-pond,  he  found  that  it  eontained 
56  to  58  per  cent,  of  oxygen.  This  water  had  a  green  tint.  He  re« 
peated  U^e  experiment,  filtering  it  carefully  to  get  it  free  from  the 
oolourlng  matter,  but  the  analysis  gave  him  the  same  result.  The 
next  day  he  analysed  again  the  air  derived  from  the  water  of  the 
same  pond,  taken  at  different  times  of  the  day.  In  the  mcmung  it 
contained  only  25  per  cent,  of  oxygen,  towards  midday  48  per  oent., 
and  at  5  In  the  afternoon  61  per  oent.,  which  was  the  greatest  pro** 
portion  he  ever  met  with.  The  volume  of  air  contained  was  variable, 
and  increased  perceptibly  with  the  quantity  of  oxygen.  The  quan- 
tity of  azote  remained  constant,  but  the  oarbonio  acid  contained  in 
the  water  varied. 

These  experiments  convinced  him  that  the  solar  light  has  an  im« 
portant  part  in  these  phaenomena,  but  that  it  is  not  Uie  only  cause 
of  them.  Gold  rainy  weather  succeeded,  and  the  proportion  of  oxy« 
gen  was  frequently  less  than  28  per  cent.  With  the  return  of  fine 
weather  the  proportion  did  not  exceed  84 ;  but  he  fpund  that  the 
green  colour  of  the  water  had  disappeared.  In  the  middle  of  Au« 
gust  the  water  again  became  green  and  strongly  oxygenated,  though 
in  proportion  to  the  light  and  beat  of  the  sun.  The  green  bodies 
proved  to  be  ChlomMmana9  pulvi9ouht9,  Ehrenberg. 

The  oxygenation  of  water  is  of  course  most  important  for  those 

*  Tbe  authon  remark,  that  these  relative  efTeota  were  not  even  suipeoted 
before.  This  however  is  searoely  correct.  See  the  remarks  of  Sir  J.  £. 
Smith  under  Cot|/.  muriiUt,  Eng.  Bot  tab.  1554,^Sa. 
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Milinilg  which  depend  upon  the  proportion  contained  in  it  for  the 
jmipoMs  of  breathing.  On  three  occasions  the  authors  have  observed 
important  consequences  arise  from  the  extraordinary  diminution  of 
the  proportion  cdf  oxygen,  owing  to  accidental  circumstances.  At 
times  they  have  fotnd  the  proportion  so  low  as  18, 19  or  20  per  cent,« 
and  the  consequence  has  been  the  destruction  of  the  greater  part  of 
the  fish  by  asphyxia.  On  the  18th  of  June  1835,  the  greater  part 
of  the  fish  in  the  Maine  perished  from  this  cause  ;  and  the  same  cir- 
cumstanoe  was  observed  twice  in  the  pond  which  first  directed  their 
attention  to  the  subject  of  the  memoir*. 

Their  researches  into  these  phsnomena  led  the  authors  to  inves- 
tigate also  the  cause  of  the  rubefiuition  of  water,  a  circumstance 
v^ch  in  all  ages  has  excited  the  attention  of  the  curious,  and  which 
has  been  often  regarded  as  miraculous  or  ominous.  In  all  cases  they 
have  found  that  it  depends  on  the  presence  of  Infusoria  or  microsco-i 
pic  Algs9»  These  researches  have  given  occasion  to  much  interesting 
diseuBsion  regarding  the  real  nature  of  certain  productions  which 
have  been  refeired  by  authors,  according  to  their  peculiar  views,  to 
the  animal  and  vegelmhle  kingdom. 

Amongst  these,  the  nature  of  the  red  snow  of  the  Arctic  reeiona 
is  investigated,  and  it  is  satisfactorily  proved  to  be  exposed  of  mi- 
nute animals.  The  green  snow  has  already  been  shown  by  Messrs. 
Martins  and  Bravais  to  be  the  same  thing  in  a  di£ferent  state.  Ac- 
cording to  them,  the  granules  are  red  when  young,  green  when  old. 
When  seen  in  per^ction  the  production  is  evidently  animal,  and 
is  identical  with  TVackelamona$  volvoeina,  Ehrenberg.  It  is  furnished 
nBth  a  single  oral  appendage.  When  dead  it  endures  for  a  long  time 
without  much  sensible  alteration  or  decay,  and  is  then  exactly  like 
a  true  Htamatoeoccus, 

It  is  impossible  for  us  to  give  an  analysis  of  every  chapter,  which 
would  extend  to  a  considerable  length.  We  must  content  ourselves 
with  thus  indieating  the  nature  of  the  work,  and  recommending  it 
to  the  notice  both  of  botanists  and  zoologists,  as  affording  ample 
matter  fat  reflection. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  LEARNED  SOCIETIES, 

lilNNiBAN  SOCIETY. 

April  1 8, 1 843. — ^The  Lord  Bishop  of  Norwich,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

Read  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Griffith's  memoir  "  On  the  Ovulum  of 
Shmtahm,  Lorantkw,  Viscum"  &c. 

In  this  paper,  dated  "  Malacca,  March  28th,  1842/'  Mr.  Griffith 
proposes  to  supply  many  of  the  deficiencies  in  his  two  memoirs  on 
the  ovula  of  Santalum,  Loranthus  and  Viscum,  published  in  the  18th 
vol.  of  the  Society's  "  Transactions,"  to  correct  some  important  mis- 
takes,  and  to  extend  his  inquiries  to  another  genus  of  the  natural 
fiunily  of  SatUakiee^s,  viz.  Osyris,   With  this  view  he  gives  a  detailed 

*  Perhaps  the  periodical  or  ocoasional  mortality  of  the  fish  in  the  Mere 
at  Dim  in  NcNrlblky  when  the  Mere  is  said  to  be  tick^  may  be  ascribed  to  ^e 
same  oause.««£D. 
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description  of  the  progress  of  the  development  of  the  embryo,  fto  fiur 
as  he  has  been  enabled  to  observe  it,  in  Santaium  album,  OsyrU  iVe- 
palensis,  Loranthus  bicolor,  Loranthus  globasus  and  two  species  of 
Viscum ;  each  of  which  subjects  is  illustrated  by  an  extensive  series 
of  microscopical  drawings.  In  connection  with  these  details  he  pro- 
ceeds to  remark  at  some  length  on  the  four  following  points  :^-l.  the 
solidity  of  the  ovarium  and  Uie  appearance  of  the  ovulum  after  fecun- 
dation, or  rather  after  the  action  of  the  pollen  on  the  stigmatic  sur- 
faces; 2.  the  reduction  of  an  ovulum  to  the  nucleus  or  to  the 
embryonary  sac ;  3.  the  embryonary  sac ;  and  4.  the  origin  of  the 
embryo.  The  foUowing  is  the  summary  given  by  him  of  his  ideas 
of  the  structure  of  Santaium,  Osyris,  Loranthus  and  Viscum  : — 

"  In  Santaium  the  ovulum  consists  of  a  nucleus  and  an  embryonary 
sac,  prolonged  beyond  both  the  apex  and  base  of  the  nucleus  :  the 
albumen  and  embryo  are  developed  in  the  parts  above  the  septum 
[in  the  exserted  portion  of  the  sac],  the  parts  below  and  the  nucleus 
remaining  unchanged.  The  embryo  is  developed  from  the  pollinic 
vesicle.  The  seed  has  no  actual  proper  covering,  and  no  other  theo- 
retical covering  than  the  incorporated  upper  separable  parts  of  the 
embryo-sac. 

"  In  Osyris  tbe  ovulum  is  reduced  to  a  nucleus  and  an  embryonary 
sac,  which  is  prolonged  in  the  same  directions  as  in  Santahim,  but  not 
to  such  a  degree  beyond  the  apex  of  the  nucleus.  The  seed  is  formed 
outside  the  embryo-sac,  and  is  absolutely  without  proper  tegument, 
or  whatever  covering  it  may  have  did  not  enter  into  the  composition 
of  the  ovulum.  The  embryo  appears  to  be  developed  at  some  di- 
stance from  the  anterior  end  of  the  pollen  tube. 

"  In  Viscum  the  modifications  appear  to  me  to  be  two :  in  the  one 
an  evident  cavity  exists  in  the  ovarium,  and  the  ovulum  appears  to  be 
reduced  to  an  embryonary  sac  hanging  from  one  side  of  the  base^of 
a  nipple-shaped  or  conical  placenta.  In  the  other  the  ovulum  is 
reduced  to  an  embryonary  sac,  but  this  is  erect,  and  has  no  such  ob- 
viously distinct  point  of  origin  as  in  the  first.  In  both  the  albumen 
has  no  other  proper  covering  than  the  incorporated  embryonary  sac ; 
and,  at  least  in  the  last,  the  embryo  appears  to  be  a  direct  trsoisfor- 
mation  of  the  pollinic  vesicle. 

'*  In  Loranthus  each  ovulum  appears  to  be  reduced  to  an  embryonary 
sac,  the  albumen  is  developed  either  partly  within  the  sac,  or  entirely, 
or  almost  entirely,  without  it.  The  embryo  is  a  growth  from  the 
ends  of  the  continuations  of  the  pollen  tubes  outside  the  anterior 
ends  of  the  embryo-sacs,  and  is,  in  one  modification,  exemplified  by 
L.  glohosus,  up  to  a  certain  period  exterior  even  to  the  albumen.  In 
L,  bicolor  the  albumen  has  no  proper  tegument ;  in  L,  globosus  it 
may  be  supposed  to  have  a  partial  one  in  the  incorporated  albumi- 
nous part  of  the  embryo-sac. 

",The  gradation  of  structure  appears  to  me  to  be  tolerably  complete. 
One  modification  of  Viscum,  in  my  opinion,  tends  to  showUiat  in  San' 
talum  the  first  steps  towards  the  disappearance  of  the  usual  nucleus 
take  place.  Ost^ris  seems  to  me  to  indicate  that  a  similar  tendency 
may  affect  the  embryonary  sac ;  and  Santaium  appears  to  me  to 
allude  to  a  reduction  in  the  embryo-sac  to  the  form  of  that  of  Osyris. 
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Nor  is  tius  all,  Otyris  has  its  albumen  and  embryo  developed  outside 
that  end  of  the  sac  to  which  the  poUea  tubes  are  applied :  Loranthus 
hicolor  has  the  same  developed  outside  the  opposite  end  of  the  sac. 
And  the  partial  development  of  the  albumen  in  the  embryo-sac  of 
Loranthus  globosw  may  perhaps  be  a  passage  to  its  development  out- 
side that  sac  in  L.  hicolor. 

'*  The  novel  points  of  structure  and  development  pointed  out  in 
this  paper  are,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  possibility  of  the  separation  of 
a  continuous  membranous  embryo-sac  into  two  distinct  parts,  of 
which  the  lower  remains  unchanged,  though  it  would  almost  appear 
from  Osyris  to  be  the  most  permanent ;  the  presence  of  the  embryo- 
sac  not  being  necessarily  connected  with  its  forming  one  of  the  con- 
stituent parts  of  the  young  or  of  the  mature  seed ;  the  longitudinal 
percursion  of  the  embryo-sac  by  the  pollen  tubes ;  the  formation  of 
the  albumen  either  only  partiaUy  widiin  the  embryo-sac,  or  almost 
entirely,  if  not  quite  so,  without  it ;  the  confluence  of  the  albumina 
of  several  sacs  into  one  albumen  ;  the  growth  of  the  embryonic  tis- 
sues from  the  continuations  of  the  pollen  tubes  outside  the  embryo- 
sac  ;  the  possibility  of  one  embryo  resulting  from  a  combination  of 
several  pollen  tubes,  and  of  its  becoming  interior  to  the  albumen, 
although  it  may  have  been  for  some  time  entirely  exterior  to  it. 

"  I  make  no  mention  of  the  posterior  prolongations  of  the  sacs,  in 
doubt  of  the  true  nature  or  origin  of  the  so-called  chalazal  apparatus 
of  Thesium ;  or  of  the  growth  of  the  embryonic  tissues  from  the  ends 
of  the  pollen  tubes,  in  doubt  of  my  having  misunderstood  the  obser- 
vations of  M.  Schleiden,  and  in  ignorance  of  those  of  M.  Wydler." 

In  a  subsequent  note  Mr.  Griffith  notices  certain  peculiarities  in 
the  development  of  the  embryo  in  Avicennia,  and  in  a  genus  which, 
notwithstanding  its  very  curious  anomalies,  he  considers  referrible 
to  Santaiaies,  and  to  which  he  gives  the  following  characters : — 

M0DECCOP8I8. 

Calyx  supems ;  limbo  minutissimo,  5-dentato.  Petala  5,  disco  epigyno 
inserts,  basi  utrinque  uni-glandulosa.  Stamina  5,  petalis  opposita. 
Ovarium  omnind  infenim,  1-loculare.  Ovula  3,  ex  apice  loculi !  pen- 
dula,  anatropa!  Stylu*  brevis.  Stigmata  3,  subcapitata.  Fructua 
sub^paceus,  monospermus,  calyce  demiira  soluto  quasi  5*valTis!! 
Semen  unicum,  pendulum ;  endocarpio  osseo  inclusum.  Albumen  co- 
piosum.     RacUculiB  locus  supcrus. 

Frutex  scandenSf  cirrhrfer,  cirrhit  axiUaribut.  Folia  alterna,  exstipulata, 
oblongo-ovalay  basi  iubcordata  et  quinque-venia.  Flores  minutif  incon-' 
spicui,  Glandulse  apice  pilifera  I  Fructus  abortu  iolitariut,  cum  pe- 
dicello  elavato-pyriformis ;  valvse  intiti  rubra. 

Habitus  Modecca  \  Rhamneit  mediante  Qouanid  analoga?  Santalaceia 
potiiis  affinis. 

J/ab,  ill  Assamii  Superiore,  Oris  Tenasserim,  Mergui  ProvinciA,  Ma- 
lacca. 

Anniversary  Meeting. 

May  24. — ^The  Lord  Bishop  of  Norwich,  President,  in  the  Chair. 
The  President  opened  the  business  of  the  Meeting,  and  having 
stated  the  number  of  Members  whom  the  Society  had  lost  during 
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the  pttt  year,  the  Seoretarj  read  the  following  notices  of  some  of 
them  t— 

The  Rev.  Jmnes  Dalton  was  educated  at  Clare  Hall*  in  the  Uni-> 
yersity  of  Cambridge,  where  he  took  his  Bachelor's  degree  in  1787, 
and  that  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1 790.  He  was  much  attached  to  bo* 
tanical  pursuits,  and  well  acquainted  with  our  natire  plants*  and 
especially  with  the  Carieee  and  Moiae9.  Among  the  latter  he  was 
the  first  discoverer  of  aeyeral  new  species,  and  his  name  has  been 
commemorated  by  8ir  W.  J.  Hooker  in  a  well-known  genus.  Many 
of  his  observations  are  recorded  by  Sir  James  £.  Smith  in  his  '  £n«> 
glish  Botany '  and  '  English  Flora/  He  became  a  Fellow  of  Uiis 
Society  in  1803 ;  and  in  1805  he  Mras  presented  by  the  King  to  the 
living  of  Croft  in  Yorkshire,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his 
decease,  on  the  2nd  of  January  in  the  present  year,  at  the  age  of  78, 

John  Latham,  M.D.,  formerly  a  physician  of  considerable  emi* 
nence  and  extensive  practice,  was  bom  at  Ghiwsworth  in  the  county 
of  Chester,  Dec.  39,  1761,  and  educated  at  Brasen-nose  CoU^^, 
Oxford,  where  he  took  his  Doctor*s  degree  in  1788.  In  the  same 
year  he  established  himself  in  London,  and  became  successively 
ph3rsioian  to  the  Middlesex,  the  Magdalen,  and  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospitals,  and  Fellow  and  President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Ph3rsi« 
elans.  He  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  this  Society  oi\  the  16th  of  March 
1790,  and  was  consequently  its  senior  member.  He  died  on  the 
90th  of  April  in  the  present  year  at  Bradwall  Hall,  Cheshire,  to 
which  place  he  had  retired  from  the  fatigues  of  practice  in  1829. 
His  published  works  are  wholly  medical. 

John  Gage  Rokewode,  Esq,,  for  many  years  Director  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries,  was  the  fourth  and  youngest  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Oage 
of  Hengrave  Hall  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  the  sixth  baronet  of  that 
family,  and  brother  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Chige,  also  a  Fellow  of 
our  Society  and  a  botanist  of  considerable  attainments,  especially  in 
his  knowledge  of  the  family  of  Lichens.  On  the  death  of  his  second 
brother,  he  assumed  the  name  of  Rokewode  and  entered  into  posses- 
sion of  Coldham  Hall  and  the  property  belonging  to  it,  in  pursuance 
of  a  settlement  executed  in  1728  by  one  of  his  ancestors.  Mr.  Gage 
Rokewode  was  devoted  from  an  early  period  of  his  life  to  the  study 
of  the  antiquities  of  his  native  country,  to  the  illustration  of  which 
his  numerous  publications  in  the  '  Archaeologia,'  in  the  '  Vetusta 
Monumenta/  and  in  various  separate  works,  have  greatly  contri- 
buted. 

The  Society  has  also  to  regret  the  loss  of  two  of  its  Associates. 

Mr.  Daniel  Cooper,  whose  sudden  and  melancholy  death  was  no- 
ticed in  the  '  Annals'  for  January  last;  and 

Mr.  Alexander  Matthews,  an  active  and  intelligent  botanical  col- 
lector, who  died  at  Chachapoyas  on  the  Andes  of  Peru,  on  the  24th  of 
November  1841.  He  had  been  engaged  for  many  years  in  forming 
and  transmitting  to  Europe  collections  of  Peruvian  and  Chilian  plants ; 
and  was  the  first  discoverer  of  many  species  of  great  interest  and 
beauty,  which  have  been  described,  from  the  specimens  gathered  by 
him,  ehiefly  in  Sir  W.  J.  Hooker's  various  publications,  in  ^i^ch  also 
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oMaiional  letttn  from  him  on  the  fubject  of  hit  botaniotl  pumiits 
'will  be  fouDd. 

At  the  eleotioo  whieh  sohMquently  took  pkoey  the  Lord  Biahop  of 
Norwich  was  re-elected  President  \  Edward  Forster,  Esq.,  Treasurer ; 
John  Joseph  Bennett,  Esq.,  Secretary ;  and  Riobard  Taylor,  Esq., 
Under-Secretary.  The  following  five  Fellows  were  elected  into  the 
Gonnoil  in  the  room  of  others  going  out :  vii.  Arthur  Aikin,  Esq. ; 
Rev.  Frederic  William  Hope ;  William  Horton  Lloyd,  Esq. ;  Richard 
Owen,  Esq.,  and  William  Yarrell,  Esq. 

June  6*— Edward  Forster,  Esq.,  V.P.,  in  the  Chair, 
Read  the  conclusion  of  Professor  Forbes's  memoir  "  On  the  Ophiu- 
ridit  of  the  iEgean  Sea." 

The  author  commences  this  portion  of  his  PAper  by  a  revised  cha- 
racter of  the  genus  OpModerma  of  MiiUer  and  Trosche!,  as  follows : — 

GFRioomaiiA. 
Corpus  orbiculare,  squamosum,  granulosum,  ad  peripheriam  Midiatum ; 
radiis  simplicibus  squamoaig;  disco  in  radiorum  origines  prolongato, 
infii  pons  genitalibus  viginti ;  iquamii  radiorum  latsralibut  adpreisis, 
in  margtnibus  luperioribuf  spiniferis,  ipinis  simplicibus )  ossiculis  ova- 
riaiibus  parvis,  oralibus  pectinatis. 

The  species  on  which  this  genus  is  founded,  OpMura  lacertosa. 
Lam.,  is  stated  to  be  rare  in  the  iEgean  Sea,  and  is  thus  character- 
ised;— 

Oph,  lacertota, 

O.  radiis  convexiusculis)  8(|uami8  superioribus  transTcrsd  oUongii :  late- 

ralibus  S-spiniferis  :  infenoribus  quadrads. 
Of  the  genus  OpMomysta  of  the  same  authors,  Plofessor  Forbes 
also  gives  the  following  revised  character : — 

Opuiomtxa. 
Corpus  pentagonale,  coriaceum,  laeve,  ad  peripheriam  radiatum ;  radiis 
simplicibus,  interrupts  squamosis ;  disco  in  rsdionim  origines  prolon- 
^to ;  squamis  radiorum  lateralibus  spiniferis,  spinis  serrulatis ;  ossi- 
ouUs  ovariallbus  blnit  parvis,  oralibus  spinis  serrulatis  armatis. 

The  i£gean  species,  O.  hbriea,  Forbes,  was  found  in  between  ten 
and  twenty  fathoms  water  in  the  sea  of  the  Cyclades. 

For  a  new  species  not  uncommon  In  the  seas  of  the  Archipelago^ 
the  author  establishes  the  genus — 

Ofuiofsila,  Forbet. 
Corpus  orbiculare,  coriaceuro,  laeve,  ad  penphenam  radiatum ;  radiis  sim* 
plidter  squamosis.  infra  discum  iniertis ;  squamis  lateralibus  suboari- 
natis  spiniferis,  spinis  simplicibus ;  ossiculis  ovariallbus  parvis,  oralibus 
ad  latera  nudis. 
Om.  AaANRAi  Fwrh$9, 

Another  new  genus  is  constituted  for  the  reception  of  the  long- 
rayed,  scaly  and  smooth-bodied  Opinuridm,  with  simple  tentacula  and 
smooth  spines,  and  is  characterized  as  follows  i— ^ 
Amviiiura,  Forb§9, 
Coipus  orbiculare,  squamosum,  Iceve,  ad  peripheriam  radiatum ;  radiis 
sunpUdbus  squamosis«  infra  discum  insertis ;  squamis  lateralibus  sub- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


212  Botanical  Society  of  London. 

carinatis  spiniferis,  spinis  simpHcibus ;  ossiculis  ovarialibus  parvifl,  ora- 
libua  ad  latera  nudis ;  cirrbis  simplicibus. 

Three  species  inhabit  the  iEgean  Sea,  of  which  one  is  undescribed. 
Their  characters  are  thus  given : — 

A.  FLORiFERA,  Fofbes, 

A.  disco  Bquamis  centralibus  maximis  rosuIatiB,  scutellif  ovatis  di^unctis, 
squamis  radiorum  superioribus  quadratis :  inferioribuB  trilobatis :  late- 
nuibuB  3-tpiniferis ;  spinis  brevissimis  lioearibus  simplicibus. 

A.  neglecta,  Forbes. 

A.  disco  squamis  centralibus  ptarvis  rosulatis,  scutellis  oblongis  conjunctis, 
squamis  radiorum  superioribus  quadratis :  inferioribus  <H>IoDgis :  late- 
ralibus  4 — 5-spiniferis ;  spinis  brevibus  simplicibus. 

Opbiura  ncglecta,  Johnston, 

A.  Chiqjii,  Forbes. 

A.  disco  squamis  minutis  rosulatis,  scuteUis  cuneatis  divergentibus  apici- 
bus  approximatis,  squamis  radiorum  superioribus  lenticularibus :  mfe- 
rioribus  quadratis  sulcatis :  lateralibus  4-8piniferis ;  spinis  longis  sim- 
plicibus. 

Ophiura  iiliformls,  Chiaje  (nee  MiiUer). 

LAsUy,  the  author  adopts  the  genus  OpMothris  of  MiOler  and 
Troschd,  with  the  following  revised  character  :— 

Ophiothrix. 

Corpus  orbiculare,  spinosum,  ad  peripberiam  radiatum ;  radiis  simplicibus^ 
squamosis,  squamis  superioribus  imbricatis,  lateralibus  carinatis  spi- 
niferis;  spinis  serrulatis;  ossiculis  ovarialibus  parvis,  oralibus  ad  latera 
nudis;  cirrbis  pinnatis. 

Ophiothrix  Rowla  is  common  in  the  .£gean  Sea. 

Figures  are  given  of  all  the  new  genera  and  species,  with  nume- 
rous magnified  details. 

BOTANICAL  SOCIETY  OP  LONDON. 

Aug.  4, 1843 — J.  E.  Gray,  Esq.,  F.R.S.  &c..  President,  in  the  Chair. 

Read  "  Notes  on  a  variety  of  Rosa  sarmentacea  (Woods)  (found 
near  Bridgewater  by  Mr.  Clarke),"  by  Mr.  Edwin  Lees,  F.L.S.  &c. 

Mr.  Lees  had  known  this  variety  for  some  years ;  and  though  there 
was  considerable  difference  in  the  more  or  less  deeply  cut  serratures 
of  the  foliage,  he  always  found  the  calyx  to  be  fringed  with  stalked 
glands  as  well  as  the  flower-stalks ;  the  tube  is  generally  but  spa- 
ringly so,  or  even  naked.  It  is  abundantly  covered  with  glands  in 
this  specimen,  which  is,  therefore,  a  more  than  usually  glandulose 
variety  of  R.  sarmentacea.  In  some  MS.  observations  on  tins  spedes 
made  in  1836,  Mr.  Lees  observed : — 

"  Calyx  pinnate,  rather  densely  covered  with  glandular  bristles, 
which,  united  to  a  purplish  bloom  on  their  segments  as  well  as  on 
the  tube,  gives  this  rose  a  peculiar  and  very  elegant  appeai^ance." 
The  petioles  are  always  more  or  less  glandular,  without  prickles, 

differing  in  this  respect  materially  from  R,  canina,  as  well  as  in  the 

particulars  mentioned  above. 
Mr.  Lees  had  often  observed,  that  the  young  foliage  of  this  species 
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has  a  fEunt  but  yeiy  perceptible  cowslip-like  scent,  by  which  he  could 
always  tell  it  when  not  in  flower,  but  had  never  observed  this  in  the 
leaves  of  R,  canina, 

Mr.  Lees  contended  for  R.  scabrhtscula  being  a  good  species, 
though  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  calyx-tube  varies  in  being  more 
or  less  covered  with  stalked  glands,  and  therefore  Smith  is  wrong  in 
the  '  English  Flora'  in  saying  with  regard  to  it,  "  quite  smooth  and 
naked." 

The  character  of  the  plant  as  differing  from  R*  canina  is  in  the  glan- 
dulosity  of  the  pinnate  calyx  and  peduncle,  and  in  the  petioles  being 
slightly  glandular,  without  prickles,  or  with  very  weak  ones. 

This  variety  was  not,  as  fEur  as  Mr.  Lees's  observations  had  gone, 
abundantly  distributed,  being  somewhat  local  and  plentiful  only  in 
particular  places. 

Read  also  "  Notice  of  the  Mosses  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bristol."  by  Mr.  G.  H.  K.  Thwaites. 

Hie  author  enumerated  183  species  as  indigenous  to  that  locality, 
several  of  which  appear  to  be  new  to  the  British  Flora.  Amongst 
those  most  interesting  to  the  British  muscologist  may  be  noticed  the 
following : — 

Gymnostomum  viridissiroum,  Sm.  Leucodon  sciuroides,  Schwag. 

—  fasciculare,  Uedw,  Bartramia  pomiformiB,  Jledw, 
Didymodon  Bruntoni,  Am,  n3*pnum  nparium,  L. 

—  rigidulus,  Hedw,  murale,  Htdw, 

—  crispulut,  \  -anu^  JtfVQ  piliferum,  Schreh, 

hrachydontius,  /  ^"^"^  ^^^'  salebrosum,  Uoffm. 

flexicaule.  crassinervum,  Wilson. 

Bryum  albicans,  Wahl.  stri^osum  ? 

atropurpureum,  W,  et  M,  —  circinnatum,  Brxd, 

■        cenmum.  — -  caespitosum,  Sw, 

m        rostratum,  Sehrad,  Tetraphis  pellucida,  Hedw, 

Barbula  rigida,  Hedw,  Eucalypta  streptocama,  Hedw, 

COD  volute,  Hedw.  Weissia  Starkeana,  Hedw, 

— -  Iffivipila.  Trichofltomum  fasciculate,  Sehrad, 

—  cylindrica,  WiUon  MSS,  polyph^llum,  Sehw, 

latifolia,  Br,  et  Sch.  Grimmia  orbicularis,  Br,  et  Sch, 

Orthotrichum  Rogeri,  Brid,  Funaria  Muhlenbergil,  /9.  patula. 
Hookeria  lucens,  Sm, 

The  President  drew  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  an  abnormal 
form  of  Ophrys  apifera  which  had  been  sent  to  him  by  a  lady  from 
Dorking.  The  two  lower  flowers  of  the  spike  had  two  distinct  united 
columns,  the  upper  normal  one  being  ratiier  the  larger  and  overlap- 
ping the  other ;  the  upper  flowers  had  three  columns  united  into  a 
singular  triangular  mass ;  the  upper  petals  of  each  of  the  flowers  were 
rather  reduced.  The  lip  of  the  two  lower  flowers  was  small,  and 
retained  in  part  the  usual  character  of  the  flower,  but  the  lip  of  the 
top  flower  was  lilac,  and  exactly  resembled  the  sepals  in  form  and 
colour.  The  three  sepals  of  the  middle  flower  were  united  together 
nearly  to  the  lip,  as  was  the  case  with  two  of  the  sepals  of  the  ter- 
minal flowers.  Tbe  ovaries  of  all  the  flowers  were  of  the  normal 
structure.  The  President  stated  that  the  Rev.  Gerard  £.  Smith  had 
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figured  AH  Qp^t  with  a  timilar  triple  ooluam,  but  his  specimen  wu 
quite  destitute  of  any  lip. 

The  President  observed,  it  might  be  worth  while  to  examine  if 
this  excess  of  development  of  the  column  was  always  coexistent  with 
the  reduced  development  of  the  lip. 

The  President  stated  that  thii  structure  was  quite  distinct  from 
the  monstrosity  of  this  plant  described  by  Mr.  Hincksi  where  each 
of  the  three  petals  was  transformed  into  polleniferous  columns. 

ZOOLOGICAL  SOCtfiTY. 
Not.  29, 1842.— \^illlam  Yarrell,  Bsq.*  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

A  communication  by  Mr.  Lovell  Reeve, ''  On  the  genus  Pkerui, 
a  group  of  agglutinating  Mollusks  of  the  feunily  nrbinaoea,*'  was 
read. 

"  It  is  remarkable  that  a  group  of  mollusks  of  such  decided  import* 
ance  as  those  which  I  have  selected  for  consideration  should  have  so 
long  escaped  the  especial  notice  of  conehologists.  The  genus  Phorui 
was  introduced  many  years  since  by  De  Montford  \  but  as  it  was  not 
recognised  by  Lamarck,  few  authors  thought  it  worthy  of  adoption. 
Little  enough  is  known  of  the  nature  or  anatomy  of  the  Phori,  but  the 
remaricabk  character  which  their  shells  exhibit  may  be  sufficiently 
estimated  to  rest  their  daim  upon  that  alone  to  the  rank  of  a  genus* 

"  The  character  here  alluded  to  is  a  property  which  these  mollusks 
possess  of  agglutinating  to  the  outer  surface  of  their  shells  any  frag- 
ments  of  stones,  shells,  corals,  or  other  marine  debris  that  they  may 
chance  to  be  in  contact  with,  and  which  become  so  firmly  attached 
that  they  cannot  be  dislodged  without  violence.  The  well-known 
Carrier  Trochus  (TVocAut  agglutinans,  Lamarck;  Phorus  onustus, 
mihi)  was  for  a  long  time  the  only  species  of  Phortts  known  j  when 
others  even  were  discovered  they  were  only  regarded  as  varieties  of 
that  species,  and  the  agglutinating  property  which  they  showed  their 
animal  occupants  to  possess,  was  not  considered  to  be  of  any  generic 
importance.  The  distinction  however  which  De  Montford  assigned 
to  these  animals  has  become  of  infinite  value,  for  we  now  possess 
several  species  of  them,  and  the  agglutinating  power  operates  in  dif- 
ferent ways  in  each ;  some  shells,  for  example,  are  found  with  only 
a  few  small  pebbles  agglutinated  to  the  earlier  whorls,  whilst  others 
are  characterized  by  their  having  only  such  fragments  of  shells  or 
stones  as  are  flat  or  tile-shaped  collected  round  the  edge  or  peri« 
phery  of  the  whorls ;  and  these  several  methods  of  agglutinating  are 
each  confined  to  particular  species.  Other  modifications  of  this  pro- 
perty may  yet  be  discovered,  and  I  trust,  as  the  Phori  are  not  un* 
common  in  the  West  Indies,  that  they  will  ere  long  be  made  the 
subject  of  anatomical  examination. 

"  I  see  no  reason  at  present  for  altering  the  situation  which  is  com* 
monly  assigned  to  these  mollusks  in  the  general  system ;  the  struc* 
ture  and  formation  of  the  shell,  as  well  as  the  presence  of  an  oper^ 
culum,  seem  sufficiently  to  indicate  that  they  are  allied  to  the  JVocki, 
and  not  to  the  Calypiraa,  as  supposed  by  Mr.  Gray. 
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"I  now  proceed  to  lay  seven  tpeciet  of  this  interesting  genus 
before  the  Society,  four  of  which  are  entirely  new  to  me." 

G^ttS  PHOmi78« 

Testa  orbicularis,  subconica,  spir&  obtusa,  anfractibus  reg^ularibus, 

peripheric  tubtdis  cavis  interdum  omat&,  conohyliorom  lapidumque 

mistis  irregulariter  agglutinatis ;    facie  infemA  concaTiutculA, 

granosil  aut  lamellosd;  utnbilico  amplo,  profundo,  scep^  estate 

occultato;  aperturA  depress^,  marginibos  disjunctis,  labro  sim* 

plici,  acnto.    Operculum  comeum  tenue,  ovale. 

*'  Such  are  the  characters  which  appear  to  me  to  apply  generically 

to  this  group.    The  specific  differences  consist,  not  in  the  nature  of 

the  materials  which  are  agglutinated,  as  supposed  by  Bom  and  others, 

who  had  their  TVocki  Ikhophonu  and  e(mekfttopkaru$,  for  stones, 

shells  and  corals  may  often  be  found  collected  on  the  same  individual ; 

but  in  the  perpetuated  variations  of  the  living  shell,  and  the  manner 

in  which  the  surrounding  debris  become  attached  to  it/' 

Phorus  SOLARIS.     PhoT,  tcstd  orbiculort,  subconicd,  paucU  catculis 
versus  apicem  agglutinatis ;  apice  acuto ;  superficie  striis  obliquis 
et  vndulatis  inscriptd;  an/ractibui  tubuloso-roMatis,  tuhulU  tenui- 
bus  cavis,  apertis;  in/ernd  facie  piano-concavd,  undulattm  striatd  ; 
aperturd  semcordatd ;  umbilico  angusto. 
Reeve,  Conch.  Syst,  vol.  il.  pi.  214,  f.  1  and  2 ;  Conch.  Icon. 
Phorus,  pi.  2.  f.  5  a  and  b, 
Trochus  Solaris,  Linnaeus,  Lamarck,  &c. 

Hob.  Malacca.  (Found  in  coarse  sand  at  the  depth  of  seven  fa- 
thoms.)   Cuming. 

*'  TWs  very  beautiful  shell,  in  which  the  periphery  of  the  whorls 
is  extended  throughout  into  hollow  spouted  spines,  has  never  more 
than  a  few  pebbles  agglutinated  to  the  first  one  or  two  whorls. 
Hie  finest  specimen  I  know  of  is  in  the  collection  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Stainforth,  and  has  furnished  me  with  the  drawing  above  referred  to." 

Phorus  okustus.  Phor.  testd  orbiculort,  conicfi,  brunnescents-ulbd ; 
anfractibus  subangulatis,  rudibus,  vel  conchy  His  vel  Icyndibus  agglu- 
tinatis;  in/emd  facie  subconcavd,  rufd;  umbilico  atate  occuUaio. 

Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pL  214.  f.  3,  and  215.  t  8 ;  Conch. 
Icon.  Phorus,  pi.  1 .  f .  3  a  and  b. 

Trochus  aggiutinans,  Lamarck.  * 

Trochus  conchy liopharus,  1  ^^^^.^ 

Trochus  hthophorus,        J 

Hob.  West  Indies. 

This  is  the  original  and  best  known  species  of  the  group ;  It  is  by 
fieur  the  most  prmiselv  covered,  and  is  generally  heavily  laden  with 
shells,  stones,  or  corals. 

Phorus  Indicus.  Phor.  testd  orbiculari,  convsgo^comcd,  ad  api- 
cem acutd,  tenuissimd,  subtilissimk  striatd,  albd,  supemi^  rosed ; 
an/ractuumperipherid  dilatatd,  acutissimd ;  in/emd  facie  profundi 
umbiUcatd,fus^fasciatd,  lomsUd  lateraU  cavUutstnformmUs. 
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Reeve»  Conch.  Sjrst,  vol.  ii.  pi.  215.  f.  6;  Conch.  Icon.  Phorus, 
pi.  1.  f.  2. 

Trochua  Indicus,  Ghoielin,  Lamarck. 

Wagner,  Supp.  to  Chemnitz,  p.  129.  pi.  229.  f.  4062  a,  b. 

Hah.  Cochin-China. 

"  I  never  remember  having  seen  this  shell  with  any  shells  or  peb- 
bles attached  to  it,  but  the  first  two  or  three  whorls  sufficiently  indi- 
cate that  some  have  been  agglutinated  to  it  at  one  time  or  another 
by  the  numerous  indentations  which  they  exhibit.  The  under  sur- 
&ce  of  the  shell  is  generally  marked  with  a  circular  brown  band,  the 
centre  being  widely  umbilicated." 

Phorus  bxutus.  Phor,  testd  orhiculari,  depressO'Conicd,  ad  decern 
acutd,  rosaceO'fulvd,  temnssimd,  volutHm  peripherid  inconcinniter 
undulatd,  dilatatd,  superficie  diagonaliter  striatd  et  stdcatd;  infemd 
facie  pallidd,  nitente,  striatd,  versus  marginem  granosd,  lamelld 
cavitatem  formante. 

Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  215.  f.  9  and  10;  Conch.  Icon. 
Phorus,  pi.  2.  f.  7  a  and  b. 

Hah. ? 

"  ITiis  shell  exhibits  very  slight  evidence  of  ever  having  had  any 
matter  agglutinated  to  it.  It  somewhat  resembles  the  preceding 
species,  but  may  be  readily  distinguished  by  the  elaborate  manner  in 
which  the  whorls  are  diagonally  carved  with  grooves  and  striae.  The 
periphery  of  each  whorl  is  most  unusually  dilated  beyond  their 
lammal  bases ;  it  is  exceedingly  thin  and  ftt^e,  and  very  unevenly 
undulated." 

Phorus  calculifbrus.  Phor,  testd  orhiculari,  convexO'Conicd,  temd, 

suhtilissini^  granosd  et  striatd,  volutis  calculis  et  conchyliorum 

frustis  supern^  symmetric^  omatis;  facie  infemd  prof us^  granosd 

et  striatd. 

Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  215.  f.  7 ;  Conch.  Icon.  Phorus, 

pl.l.f.l. 

Hah. ? 

**  I  have  seen  several  specimens  of  this  very  pretty  species ;  the 
shell  is  of  a  bright  subrosaceous  fawn-colour,  and  entirely  covered 
with  fine  diagonal  striae  and  cross  grains.  The  agglutinating  property 
seems  confined  to  the  upper  portion  of  the  whorls,  so  that  there  is 
always  a  band  of  fine  pebbles  or  shells  around  the  sutures,  and  they 
exhibit  a  regular  increase  in  their  selection  as  the  agglutinating 
surface  increases  with  the  growth  of  the  shell." 

Phorus  pallidulus.  Phor.  testd  solidd,  albd,  acutissini^  pyramidali, 
volutis  angulatis  conchyliorum  frustis  sparsis  agglutinatis ;  in- 
femd facie  leviter  concavd,  palliduld,  subtilissim^  striatd. 
Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  214.  f.  4;  Conch.  Icon.  Phorus, 
pi.  1.  f.  4. 
Hob.  Coast  of  Japan :  Siebald. 

This  shell  is  most  nearly  allied  to  the  Phorus  onustus ;  it  is  very 
solid,  sharply  pyramidal,  and  of  a  singular  live  pallid  appearance. 
There  axe  two  or  three  specimens  of  it  in  the  collection  of  H.  Cuming, 
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Esq. ;  and  the  fragments  of  shells  which  are  agglutinated  indiscrimi- 
nately to  the  area  of  the  whorls  are  very  much  broken  in  all,  though 
the  shells  to  which  they  are  agglutinated  are  in  every  respect  liye 
and  perfect. 

Phorus  corruoatus.     Phor,  testd  orbiculari,  obeso-conicd,  albd, 

dzagmuditer  corrugatd,  volutarum  peripherid  conchyliorum  lapi' 

dmnque  frustis  phmis  amatd  ;  facie  in/ernd  pallidd,  Uviter  granosd 

etstriatd. 

Reeve»  Conch.  Syst.,  toI.  u.  pi.  214.  f.  5 ;  Conch.  Icon.  Phorus, 

pL  2.  f.  6. 

Hob. ? 

The  method  or  disposition  of  ihe  agglutinated  fragments  in  this 
species  is  very  peculiar  and  distinct  from  that  in  any  other.  The 
generic  property  is  here  confined  to  the  base  of  the  whorls,  and  the 
fragments  which  become  attached  are  all  inserted  edgewise,  ranging 
with  great  regularity  side  by  side.  The  specimen  above  described 
is  in  tiie  collection  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stainforth. 

Mr.  Cuming  exhibited  to  the  Meeting  the  various  species  of  PhO' 
rus  referred  to  in  the  above  communication,  and  also  a  series  of  spe- 
cimens of  the  genus  Pecten,  descriptions  of  which,  by  G.  B.  Sow- 
erby,  Jun.,  were  read.  The  species  described  are  figured  in  Sow- 
erby's  •  Thesaurus  Conchyliorum.' 

Pectbx  pictus,  Thes.  Conch,  pi.  20.  f.  233.  Pect.  T.  obliqu^ 
ovatd,  compressd;  auriculis  subaqualibus,  radiatim  sulcatis,  ad 
bashn  emarginatiSt  admargines  undulatis;  lateribtts  striatis ;  costis 
13,  triangulatis,  elevatis,  lavibus;  interstitiis  angustis,  bisulcatU, 
crenatis ;  colore  pallid^  fulvo,  fasciis  et  punctis  et  lineis  rubr%9 
variegato;  intiUs  albo.  Long.  0*80;  lat.  0*25  poll. 
Hab,  Ins.  Baise,  Ins.  Negros,  Philippinarum.  H.  Cuming  legit. 
Found  in  coarse  sand  at  a  depth  of  seven  fathoms. 

Equivalve,  nearly  equilateral,  flat,  with  thirteen  nearly  triangular 
ribs,  slightly  flattened  at  the  upper  angle ;  the  ears  nearly  equal,  and 
the  general  characters  of  the  species  indicating  some  degree  of  aflSnity 
with  the  group  containing  P.  Radula, 

Pbctbn  supbrbus,  Thes.  Conch,  pi.  12.  f.  11.  Pect.  T.  subovalit 
obliqud,  postic^  expansd,  compressd,  crassd ;  auriculis  parvis,  ob^ 
tusis :  costis  23,  crassis,  rotundatis,  kevibus,  interstitiis  angustis  ; 
colare  prop^  umbanes  roseo,  proplh  margines  pallid"^  luteo,  fasciis 
rubris,  pnen^tis,  anguUUis  variegato.  Long.  2*40;  lat.  0*65 ; 
alt.  2*60  poll. 

Hab, ?    Mus.  H.  Cuming. 

Flat,  solid,  obliquely  oval,  with  the  auricles  small,  obtuse ;  twenty- 
three  rounded,  smooth,  thick  ribs ;  the  general  colour  pale  straw, 
pink  at  the  umbones,  variegated  with  interrupted  angular  bands  of 
brightish  red. 

Pbctbn  VBLunmjs,  Thes.  Conch,  pi.  13.  f.  31.  Pect.  T.  subovali, 
subcompressd,  aguilaterali,  radiatim  leviter  striatd,  ad  marginem 
suhinflatd;  auriculis  subtequalUms,  striatis,  margine  obli^pli^ 

Aim.  ^  Mag.  N.  Hist.  Fo/.xii.  Q 
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cato;  co$ti8  5,  crassii,  rotundaiis,  gradatim  decUtumtibus;  colore 
fulvo-ru/escente,  fasciis  albis,  angulatis,  subtia  fuscO'tMrginatU 
variegato ;  intiU  albo.     Long.  1*15 ;  lat.  0*37  ;  alt  1*25  poll. 
Hab.  Macassar.     Hinds  legit. 

Nearly  oval,  rather  flat,  equilateral,  with  fine  radiating  striae ;  auri- 
cles nearly  equal,  striated;  hinge  obliquely  plicated;  ribs  five, 
rounded,  not  very  deep ;  colour  duil  fawn,  variegated  with  angular 
bands  of  white  edged  with  brown  lines.  The  whole  surface  of  the 
shell  has  a  somewhat  velvety  appearance. 

Pbctbn  sbbratvs,  Thes.  Conch,  pi.  13.  f.  56.  Peat  T,  obliquk 
ovali,  irregulari,  postic^  subproductd,  subcompressd ;  auriculis  wi- 
aqualibus,  posticis  minoribus,  costis  numeroiis,  mmutissim^  squa- 
mi/erii;  colore  sulphureo,  maoulis  magniifueds  variegato,  intHs 
ad  marginem  purpurea.  Long.  1*20 ;  lat.  0*50 ;  alt.  1*40  poll. 
Hab.  ad  Insulas  Philippinas.  H.  Cuming  legit.  Found  under 
stones  at  low  water  on  the  island  of  Zebu. 

Resembling  P,  squamosue,  but  more  oblique  and  more  ventricose, 
with  the  scales  more  minute. 

Pbctbn  albolinbatus,  Thes.  Conch,  pi.  14.  f.  69.  Pect.  T.  ovali 
subtrigond,  compressd,  aquivalvi ;  auriculis  inaqualibus,  posticis 
minimis,  anticis  magnis,  acutis,  sulcatis ;  costis  numerosis,  tequO" 
libus,  subquadratis ;  interstitiis  griseo-maculatis,  valwB  sinistra 
costis  griseis,  lineis  albis  interruptis,  costarum  tribus  albis.  Long. 
0-93 ;  lat.  0*25  ;  alt.  M9  poll. 

Hab.  Ins.  Guimaras,  Philippinarum.  Found  under  stones  at  low 
water. 

Resembling  P.  omatus,  Lam.,  but  with  the  ribs  more  numerous, 
equal  and  regular. 

Pbctbn  sikoaporinus,  Thes.  Conch,  pi.  13.  f.  151,  et  pi.  18.  f.  71. 
Pect.  T.  rotundatd,  subtrigond,  subcompressd,  aquivtdvi,  subteqwi' 
laterali,  subtenui ;  auriculis  inaqualibus ;  anticis  magnis ;  costis  24 
elevatis,  subquadratis,  lavibus ;  colore  albo,  pallid^  rosea  tincto, 
radiis  quatuor  latiSt/usco-maculatis ;  prope  umbones  griseo  macu* 
lato.     Long.  1*30;  lat.  0*40;  alt.  1*30  poll. 

Hab.  Singapore.    Found  in  coarse  sand  at  the  depth  of  six  fathoms. 

More  depressed  spreading  and  circular  than  P.  Tranquebaricus. 

Pbctbn  gbassicostatus,  Thes.  Conch,  pi.  15.  f.  111. pi.  17.  f.  152. 
Pect.  T.  subtriangulari,  crassd,  subaquilaterali,  subkevi;  auriculis 
inaqualibus,  castas  squamiferas  ferentibus ;  costis  24,  crassis, 
elevatis,  subquadratis,  annulatis ;  lateralibus  squamiferis ;  vUer- 
stitiisfer^  lavibus,  colore  pallid^ purpurea,  vel  aurantiaco.  Long. 
4*50;  lat.  1*50;  alt.  4*30  poll. 

Hab.  Japan.     Mus.  H.  Cuming. 

A  much  larger  and  more  solid  shell  than  P.  senatorius,  with  the 
ribs  much  more  elevated  and  more  square. 

Pbotbn  splbndidulus,  Thes.  Conch,  pi.  20.  f.  246.  Pect.  T.  ovali, 
subtrigond,  tenui,  compressd,  ad  latera  angulatd ;  auriculis  valdi 
inaguaUbuSt  squamosO'Wlcatis,  compUmatis$  wUids  kuis,  ehnga* 
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t%$s  mtf  magna;  eo$tU  25,  concimUt,  aubdi»taMtibu$,  rottmdato 
mihquQdra$%8,  aputmas  aeutoi  ereHaa,  diatantet  ferentilm9  /  colore 
rubro,  wwculii  albi$  elongatis,  ad  auricula  lateraqw  /a»ciatm 
variegato.    Long.  1*20;  lat.  0*35  ;  alt.  1*35  poll. 

Hob,  Singapore,  Mus.  H.  Cuming.  Found  at  a  depth  of  tix 
iatbom*  in  ooarae  sand. 

A  much  more  oompresaed  and  regulariy^  formed  shell  than  P.  variui^, 

PacraK  Psbtjdolima,  Thes.  Conch,  pi.  20.  f.  235.     Pect,  T,  ro- 
tundatO'Ovali,  suhobliqud,  subaqnivaM,  ventricosd ;  auriculis  in- 
^equalibus,  squamoso-sulcatis  ;  antieis  elongatis,  acutis,  valva  deX' 
tr€B  ad  marginem  spinons ;  posHcit  parvis  obtusis ;  costis  27,  eras- 
siusculis,  btsttlcatis,  subrotundatis,  squamarum  acutarum  teries  tret 
feraUibui;  pUerstitiU  angustie  pUmie;  colore  auraatiaco,  albo 
(pneeipu^  ad  umbones)  variegato, 
Hao,  Jacna,  ad  Ins.  Bohol,  Plulippinarum.     H.  Cuming  legit. 
The  ribs  are  beautifully  ornamented  by  three  rows  of  close,  sharp, 
erect,  slightly  curved  scales. 

Mr.  Boweiby  also  characterized  a  new  species  of  Rostellaria. 
Ro8T«i,LARiA  cuBTA,  Thcsaurus  Conchyliorum,  part  L  pi.  5,  f,  7, 
Rost,  testd  erased,  hev%»  Justformi ;  apice  leviter  plicatd ,-  at^racn 
tibue  numerosie  planis;  canali  poetico  super  at^actds  penultinus 
partem  decwnbenti;  canali  antico  brevi,  recto  f  labio  iniemo  cratso ; 
labia  extemo  subexpanso,  dentibus  sex  irregularibus ;  colore  fulvg^ 
fascid  laid  castaned  partem  posticam  an/ractuum  decurrente, 

Hab, ?    Mus.  Cuming. 

The  whorls  of  this  species  are  flatter  than  in  Rostellaria  ourviros- 
trrnn ;  the  last  whorl  is  much  shorter  and  the  anterior  canal  is  straight. 
The  outer  lip  being  irregular,  led  me  at  first  to  suppose  that  the  spe- 
cimen firom  which  the  description  is  taken  might  be  one  of  the  com-  • 
mon  species  in  which  the  completed  aperture  had  been  prematurely 
formed,  it  being  well  known  tiiat  R.  eurvirostrum,  in  a  young  state, 
has  the  beak  straight.  But  a  slight  difference  in  the  shape  of  th0 
whorls,  the  broad  chestilut  bands  on  the  upper  part  of  them,  and  the 
fiftct  of  several  other  specimens  precisely  similar  having  been  seen  by 
Mr.  Cuming  at  Berlin,  have  determined  me  to  describe  this  as  a  new 
species,  which  I  now  do  with  little  hesitation, 

Mr.  Gould  exhibited  a  new  species  of  Parrot  belonging  to  the 
genus  Coryphilus,  whch  he  characterized  as  follows : — 

CoRTPHii/Us  Dbtas.     Cor.  vittd  frontaU  metallic^  viridi,  carule^ 

scente  verticem  versus ;  hujusplumis  elongatis  et  saturate  caruleis ; 

dorso  et  alls  obscur^  viridibus,  uropyglo,  cauda  tectricibus,  et  crisso 

pallida  viridibus,  cauda  rectricibus  albis,  marainibus  pallid^  vire- 

scenti'Caruleo  tinctis ;  loris  albis,  pectore  vittd  saturate  cieruled 

omato;  abdomine  albo,femoribus  saturate  aeruleis. 

A  band  of  verditer-green  crosses  the  forehead,  changing  into  blue 

towards  the  crown,  Uie  feathers  of  which  are  lengthened  and  of  a 

deep  blue,  with  a  narrow  line  of  shining  paler  blue  down  the  centre 

of  each ;  back  and  wings  dull  verditer-green ;  rump,  upper  and  under 
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tail-coverts  light  verditer-green ;  primaries  black,  mai^gined  on  the 
outer  webs  with  deep  greenish  blue ;  tail-feathers  white,  gradually 
passing  into  pale  greenish  blue  on  their  margins,  and  the  shafbs 
brown ;  lores  white ;  throat  and  front  of  the  neck  deep  blue,  each 
feather  with  a  spot  of  white  at  the  tip ;  breast  crossed  by  a  band  of 
deep  blue ;  abdomen  deep  blue,  each  feather  largely  tipped  with  white; 
thighs  deep  blue ;  bill  dark  horn-colour ;  feet  yellowish  white. 

Total  length,  7^  inches ;  bill,  /^ ;  wing,  4f ;  tail,  8^ ;  tarsi,  ^. 

Hab.  The  Marquesas  Islands. 

From  the  indistinct  character  of  the  markings  of  the  throat  and 
abdomen,  the  bird  from  which  the  above  description  was  taken  would 
appear  to  be  somewhat  immature. 

Mr.  H.  £.  Strickland  then  oonununicated  to  the  Meeting  a  list  of 
the  Birds  in  the  Chinese  collection  now  exhibiting  at  Hyde  Park 
Comer: — 

"  In  the  present  very  imperfect  state  of  our  knowledge  of  Chinese 
zoology,  any  contribution,  however  small,  becomes  valuable,  and  I 
have  therefore  thought  it  worth  while  to  draw  up  as  accurate  a  list 
as  I  can  of  the  species  of  birds  contained  in  the  very  interesting  col- 
lection of  Chinese  productions  now  exposed  to  public  view.  Most 
of  the  species  enumerated  exist  also  in  the  British  Museum,  where 
the  kindness  of  Mr.  G.  R.  Gray  has  aided  me  in  identifying  them.'* 

N.B.  The  Nos.  refer  to  the  printed  catalogue  and  to  the  speci- 
mens. 

Case  19,  No.  374.  Euplocamu$  nycthemerus,  (Linn.)* 

375  &  376.  Polyplectron  Hardwickei,  Gray. 

377  &  378.  Thaumalea  picta,  (Linn.) 

379.  Paradisea  sanguinea,  Shaw. 

380  &  382.  Paradisea  apoda,  Linn. 

381.  Cicinnurus  regius,  (Linn.) 

383.  Cygnopsis  cygnoides,  (Linn.) 

Case  21,  Nos.  385  &  386.  Phasianus  torquatus,  Gm.  This  is  the 
true  wild  Ring-necked  Pheasant  indigenous  to  China.  The  Ring- 
necked  Pheasants  sometimes  shot  in  this  country  are  supposed  to  be  a 
mixed  breed  between  this  species  and  P.  colchicus, 

387.  Aix  galericulata,  (Linn.) 

388.  Oriolus  chinensis,  Linn. 

389.  Arborophila  sphenura,  (Gray.) 

390.  Acridotheret  cristatellus,  (Gm.) 

391.  Lanius  erythronotus,  Qovld. 

392.  Centropus,  Several  of  the  Asiatic  species  of  this  genus  are 
as  yet  so  imperfectly  determined  that  I  do  not  venture  to  affix  a  spe- 
cific name  to  this  bird. 

393.  Ceryle  varia,  Strickl.  This,  which  is  the  Eastern  represen- 
tative of  the  C.  rudis  of  Europe  and  Africa,  is  distinguished  by  the 
round  black  spots  on  the  throat  and  the  greater  amount  of  white  on 
the  upper  parts. 

*  The  brackets  (  )  imply  that  the  authority  refers  to  the  specific  names 
only. 
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394.  GaUiiwla  gularis,  Horsf. 

395.  Coturmx  ammtmis,  Bonn. 

396.  FuUgula  cristata,  Steph. 

Case  22,  Nos.  398  &  399.  RoUulus  cristatus,  (Gm.) 
400  &  401.  Gallus  bankiva,  Temm. 

402.  Ihtmix  pugnax,  (Temm.) 

403.  Acridotheres  ialla,  (Horaf.) 

404.  Palitomis  bengalensis,  (Gm.) 

405.  Acridotheres  sericeus,  (Gm.)     This  species  is  quite  distinct 
from  A.  dauricus,  Pdl.,  with  which  it  is  united  by  Wagler. 

406.  Hamatomisjoeosus,  (linn.) 

407.  Merops philippinus,  Linn. 

408.  Palicomis  torquatus,  Vig. 

409.  Amadina  punctularia,  (Unn,) 
410  &  411.  Amadina  oryzkora,  (Linn.) 

412.  Pyrrhulttuda  gingica,  (Gm.)  (FringilUt  cruciger,  Temm.) 

413.  Merops  viridie,  Linn. 

414.  Acridotheres  malabaricus,  (Gm.) 

415.  Pakeomis  torquatus,  Vig.     Female. 

416.  Amadina  malacca,  (Linn.) 

417.  Hydrophasianus  sinensis,  {Gm,) 

418.  Psittacus  sinensis,  Gm. 

419.  i^fitffr  albifrons,  (Gfm.) 

420.  Phalacrocorax.  An  immature  specimen,  apparently  identical 
with  P.  car&o,  (Linn.)  of  Europe. 

423.  Xma,  apparently  referable  to  X.  ridibundum,  (Linn.) 

424.  Rhgnchas^  clypeata,  (Linn.) 

Thore  are  also  in  Case  22,  but  without  numbers,  the  two  follow- 
mg :  Porzana  rubiginosa,  (Temm.),  and  Rallus  gularis,  Horsf. 
Case  51,  Nos.  862  and  863.  Francolinus  perlatus,  (Gm.) 
864.  Chierquedtda/alcaria,(Fall.) 

866.  Cotumix  chinensis,  (Linn.) 

867.  Lanius  Ivcionensis,  (Lhin.) 

868.  lanthocincla  canora,  (Linn.) 

869  &  875.  Coccothraustes  melanurus,  (Gm.) 

870  &  871.  Pyrgita  rutilans,  (Temm.) 
872  &  873.  Psittacula  galgula,  (Linn.) 

874.  Apparently  the  young  of  Melophus  Lathami,  Gray, 
o!^  ^^**'  apparently  referable  to  T.  merula,  Linn.,  fem. 

877.  Cfallinula  chioropus,  (Linn.) 

878.  Gallinula  phesnicura,  (Gm.) 

879.  Dafila  acuta,  (Linn.) 

880.  CaUenas  cruenta,  (Gm.) 

Case  52,  No.  884.  Querquedula  formosa,  (Georgi.) 

885.  Cotumix  communis,  Bonn. 

886.  Anthus.  This  genus  is  at  present  imperfectly  worked  out, 
and  It  IS  therefore  difficult  to  attach  a  specific  name  accurately  to  the 
above  specimen. 

887.  Herodias  garzetta,  (linn.) 

888.  Oriolus  chinensis,  linn. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


892  Batfol  Soeietff, 

889.  Asio  brachyotus,  (Linii.) 

890.  Halcyon  atricaptUa,  (Gm.) 

891.  Copsychus  longirostris,  (Swains.) 

892.  Carduelis  sinica,  (linn.)     {FringiUa  kawarib0,  T«mm*) 

893.  Melophus  Lathami,  Gray. 

894.  Gallinula  phcmicura,  (Gm.) 

895.  Liothrix  sinensis,  (Ghn.) 

896.  Yunx  torquilta,  Linn. 

897.  Mareca  peneU^t  (linn.) 

898.  Qwrquedula  creoca,  (liim.) 

Case  54,  Nos.  917  and  921.  Argui  gigmUeus,  Temm. 

918  &  920.  Turtur  suratensis,  (Gm.) 

919.  Acridotheres  tristis,  (Linn.) 

922.  Pakeomis  malaccensis,  (Gm») 

"  The  birds  above  enumerated  were  obtained  by  Mr.  Dunn  duHng 
his  residence  at  Canton.  Some  of  them  appear  to  have  been  im- 
ported thither  from  Malacca,  and  the  remainder  form  but  a  small 
sample  of  the  zoological  treasures  that  might  be  obtained  were  the 
Chinese  Empire  opened  to  naturalists.  It  seems  strange  that  so 
little  has  yet  been  done  to  obtain  specimens  of  Chinese  zoology 
through  the  medium  of  the  natives.  Thousands  of  bird-skins  are 
annually  sent  to  Europe  by  the  natives  of  Brazil,  S^iegal  and  Ma- 
lacca, and  there  can  be  no  reason  why  a  similar  trade  should  not  be 
established  with  China*  All  that  the  Chinese  want  is  a  little  instruc- 
tion in  the  art  of  preserving  specimens,  which  might  be  easily  eom*- 
municated  if  some  of  the  merchants  connected  with  the  tea-trade 
would  take  an  interest  in  the  subject."  H.  £,  S. 

ROYAL  SOCIETY. 

March  30, 1843. — '^  Researches  into  the  Structure  and  Develope- 
ment  of  a  newly  dbcovered  parasitic  Animalcule  of  the  Human 
Skin,  the  EntozoonfoUundarum"  By  Brasmus  Wilson^  Esq.>  Lec- 
turer on  Anatomy  and  Physiology  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital. 

While  engaged  in  researches  on  the  minute  anatomy  of  the  skin 
and  its  subsidiary  organs,  and  particularly  on  the  microscopical  com- 
position of  the  sebaceous  substance,  the  author  learned  that  Dr. 
Gustow  Simon*  of  Berlin  had  discovered  an  animalcule  which  inha- 
bits the  hair  follicles  of  the  human  integument,  and  of  which  a  de- 
scription was  published  in  a  memoir  contained  in  the  first  Number 
of  Miiiier's  Archiv  for  1842.  Of  this  memoir  the  author  gives  a 
translation  at  full  length.  He  then  states  that,  after  careful  search, 
he  at  length  succeeded  in  finding  the  parasitic  animals  in  question, 
and  proceeded  to  investigate  more  fully  and  minutely  than  Dr.  Simon 
had  done  the  details  of  their  structure,  and  the  circumstances  of  their 
origin  and  developement  They  exist  in  the  sebaceous  follicles  of 
almost  every  individual,  but  are  found  more  especially  in  those  per> 
sons  who  possess  a  torpid  skin;  they  increase  in  number  during 
sickness,  so  as  in  general  to  be  met  with  in  great  abundance  after 
*  See  a  notice  of  Dr.  Simon's  paper  in  this  Journal,  vol.  x»  p.  40. 
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death.  In  liying  and  healthy  persons,  from  one  to  three  or  four  of 
these  entozoa  are  contained  in  each  follicle*  They  are  more  nume- 
rous in  the  follicles  situated  in  the  depression  by  the  side  of  the 
nose ;  but  they  are  also  found  in  those  of  the  breast  and  abdomen, 
and  on  the  back  and  loins.  Their  form  changes  in  the  progress  of 
their  growth.  The  perfect  animal  presents  an  elongated  body,  di« 
visible  into  a  head,  thorax,  and  abdomen.  From  the  front  of  the  head 
proceed  two  moveable  arms,  apparently  formed  for  prehension :  and 
to  the  under  side  of  the  thorax  are  attached  four  pairs  of  legs,  term!* 
nated  by  daws.  The  author  distinguishes  two  principal  varieties  of 
the  adult  animal ;  the  one  remarkable  for  the  great  length  of  the 
abdomen  and  roundness  of  the  caudal  extremity ;  whilst  the  other  is 
characterized  by  greater  compactness  of  form,  a  shorter  abdomeui 
and  more  pointed  taiL  The  first  variety  was  found  to  measure,  in 
length,  from  the  one-lOOth  to  the  45th,  and  the  second,  from  the 
one-lGOth  to  the  109th  part  of  an  inch. 

The  author  gives  a  minute  description  of  the  ova  of  these  entozoa, 
which  he  follows  in  the  successive  stages  of  their  developement. 
The  paper  is  accompanied  by  numerous  drawings  of  the  objects  de- 
scribed. 

April  6. — ^  On  the  Structure  and  Developement  of  the  Nervous 
and  Circulatory  Systems,  and  on  the  existence  of  a  complete  Circu- 
lation of  the  Blood  in  Vessels  in  the  Myriapoda  and  the  Macrourous 
Arachnida."    By  George  Newport,  Esq. 

This  paper  is  the  first  of  a  series  which  the  author  proposes  to 
submit  to  the  Royal  Society  on  the  comparative  anatomy  and  the 
developement  of  the  nervous  and  circulatory  systems  in  articulated 
animals.  Its  purpose  is,  in  the  first  place,  to  investigate  the  minute 
anatomy  of  the  nervous  system  in  the  Myriapoda  and  the  Macrou- 
rous Arachnida,  and  more  especially  with  reference  to  the  structure 
of  the  nervous  cord  and  its  ganglia ;  and  thence  to  deduce  certain 
conclusions  with  respect  to  the  physiology  of  that  system  and  the 
reflex  movements  in  vertebrated  animals ;  secondly,  to  demonstrate 
the  existence  of  a  complete  system  of  circulatory  vessels  in  the 
Myriapoda  and  Arachnida ;  and  thirdly,  to  point  out  the  identity  of 
the  laws  which  regulate  the  developement  of  the  nervous  and  circu- 
latory systems  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Articulata,  and  the  de- 
pendence of  these  systems  on  the  changes  which  take  place  in  the 
muscular  and  tegumentary  structures  of  the  body,  as,  in  a  former 
paper,  he  showed  was  the  case  with  regard  to  the  changes  occurring 
in  the  nervous  system  of  true  insects. 

The  first  part  of  the  paper  relates  to  the  nervous  system.  A  de- 
scription is  given  of  this  system  in  the  Chilognatha,  which  the  au- 
thor was  led,  by  his  former  investigations,  to  regard  as  the  lowest 
order  of  the  Myriapoda,  and  approximating  most  nearly  to  the 
Annelida.  He  traces  the  different  forms  exhibited  by  the  nervous 
system  in  the  principal  genera  of  that  order,  the  most  perfect  of 
which  are  connected  on  the  one  hand  with  the  Crustacea,  and  on 
the  other  with  true  insects.  Passing  fVom  these  to  the  Geophili,  the 
lowest  family  of  the  Chilopoda,  which  still  present  the  vermiform 
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type,  the  nervous  system  is  traced  to  the  tailed  Araehnida,  the 
Scorpions,  through  Scolopendra,  Lithobius  and  Scutigera ;  the  last 
of  which  tribes  connects  the  Myriapoda  on  the  one  hand  with  the 
true  insects,  and  on  the  other  with  the  Arachnida.  The  brain  and 
the  visceral  nerves,  the  coverings  and  structure  of  the  cord  and 
ganglia,  and  the  distribution  of  the  systemic  nerves  are  examined  in 
each  genus,  but  more  particularly  in  the  Scorpion,  in  which  the 
nerves  of  the  limbs  are  traced  to  the  last  joints  of  the  tarsi,  and 
those  of  the  tail  to  the  extremity  of  the  sting.  Especial  attention  is 
bestowed  on  the  structure  of  the  cord  and  its  ganglia,  and  their  de- 
velopement  during  the  growth  of  the  animal.  In  the  lowest  forms 
of  the  lulidse,  in  which  the  ganglia  are  very  close  together,  and 
hardly  distinguishable  from  the  non-ganglionic  portions  of  the  cord, 
the  author  has  satisfactorily  traced  four  series  of  fibres,  a  superior, 
and  an  inferior  one,  and  also  a  transverse  and  a  lateral  series.  The 
superior  series,  which  he  formerly  described  in  insects  as  the  motor 
tract,  he  has  assured  himself  is  distinct  from  the  inferior,  which  he 
regarded  as  the  sensitive  tract ;  this  evidentiy  appears  on  examining 
the  upper  and  under  sides  of  a  ganglionic  enlargement  of  the  cord. 
On  the  upper  surface  the  direction  of  the  fibres  is  perfecUy  longitu- 
dinal ;  while  the  fibres  on  the  under  surface  are  enlarged,  and  cur- 
vilinear in  their  direction.  But  he  remarks  that  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  determine  by  experiment  whether  these  structures  are  sepa- 
rately motor  and  sensitive,  as  formerly  supposed,  or  whether  they 
both  administer  to  these  functions  by  an  interchange  of  fibres.  These 
two  series  appear  also  to  be  separated  in  each  ganglionic  enlargement 
of  the  cord  by  the  third  series,  constituting  the  transverse  or  com- 
missural fibres,  which  pass  transversely  through  the  ganglia,  and  of 
which  the  existence  was  first  indicated  by  the  author  in  his  paper  on 
the  Sphinx  ligustri,  publbhed  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  for 
1834.  The  author  states  that,  in  addition  to  these,  there  is  in  each 
half  of  the  cord  another  and  more  important  series  of  fibres,  which 
constitute  a  large  portion  of  the  cord,  but  of  which  the  existence  has 
hitherto  entirely  escaped  observation.  This  series  forms  the  lateral 
portion  of  each  half  of  the  cord,  and  differs  from  the  superior  and 
inferior  series  in  the  circumstance,  that  while  those  latter  series  are 
traceable  along  the  whole  length  of  the  cord  to  the  suboesophageal  and 
cerebral  ganglia,  the  former  series  extends  only  from  the  posterior 
margin  of  one  ganglion  to  the  anterior  margin  of  the  first  or  second 
beyond  it ;  thus  bounding  the  posterior  side  of  one  nerve  and  the  an- 
terior of  another,  and  forming  part  of  the  cord  only  in  the  interval  be- 
tween the  two  nerves.  From  this  circumstance,  the  author  designates 
the  fibres  of  this  senesj^fibres  of  reinforcement  of  the  cord.  Every  nerve 
proceeding  from  a  ganglionic  enlargement  is  composed  of  these  four 
sets  of  fibres,  namely,  an  upper  and  an  under  one,  communicating 
with  the  cephalic  ganglia ;  a  transverse  or  commissural,  which  com- 
municates only  with  corresponding  nerves  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
body ;  and  a  lateral  set,  which  communicates  only  with  nerves  fix>m 
another  ganglionic  enlargement  on  the  same  side  of  the  body,  and 
which  forms  part  of  the  cord  in  the  interspace  between  the  gan- 
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giku  The  author  had  long  suspected  that  this  latter  set  of  fibres 
existed ;  but  he  had  never,  until  lately,  ascertained  their  presence  by 
actual  observation.  Their  action  seems  fully  to  account  for  the  re- 
flected movements  of  parts  both  anterior  and  posterior  to  an  irritated 
limb;  as  that  of  the  commissural  set  does  the  movements  of  parts 
situated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  body  to  that  which  is  irritated. 
In  the  ganglia  of  the  cord  in  lulus  and  Polydesmus,  the  fibres  of  the 
inferior  longitudinal  series  are  enlarged  and  softened  on  entering  the 
ganglion,  but  are  again  reduced  to  their  original  size  on  leaving  it ; 
thus  appearing  to  illustrate  the  structure  of  ganglia  in  general.  In 
the  developement  of  the  ganglia  and  nerves  in  these  genera,  and 
also  in  Geophilus,  the  same  changes  take  place  as  those  which  were 
formerly  described  by  the  author  as  occurring  in  insects ;  namely, 
an  aggregation  of  ganglia  in  certain  portions  of  the  cord,  and  shifts 
ing  of  the  position  of  certain  nerves,  which  at  first  exbt  at  ganglionic 
portions  of  the  cord,  but  afterwards  become  removed  to  a  non- 
ganglionic  portion.  The  nervous  cord  is  elongated,  in  order  that  it 
may  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  body,  which  is  periodically 
acquiring  additional  s^ments :  that  this  elongation  takes  place  in 
the  ganglia  is  proved  by  these  changes  of  position  in  the  nerves  lying 
transversely  across  the  ganglia.  The  author  infers  from  these  facts, 
that  the  ganglia  are  centres  of  growth  and  nourishment,  as  well  as 
of  reflex  movements,  and  that  they  are  analogous  to  the  enlarge- 
ments of  the  cord  in  the  vertebrata. 

A  series  of  experiments  on  the  lulus  and  Lithobius  are  next  re- 
lated; the  result  of  which  shows  that  the  two  supra-oesophageal  gan- 
glia are  exclusively  the  centres  of  volition,  and  may  therefore  strictly 
be  regarded  as  performing  the  functions  of  a  brain :  so  that  when 
these  ganglia  are  injured  or  removed,  all  the  movements  of  the  ani- 
mal are  of  a  reflex  character.  When,  on  the  other  band,  these  gan- 
glia are  uninjured,  the  animal  movements  are  voluntary,  and  there 
exists  sensibility  to  pain :  there  is,  however,  no  positive  evidence  that 
the  power  of  sensation  does  not  also  reside  in  the  other  ganglia. 

The  second  part  of  the  paper  relates  to  the  organs  of  circulation. 
In  all  the  Myriapoda^and  Arachnida  the  dorsal  vessel  or  heart  is  di- 
vided, as  in  insects,  into  several  compartments,  in  number  corre- 
sponding to  the  abdominal  segments.  Its  anterior  portion  is  divided, 
immediately  behind  the  basilar  segment  of  the  head,  into  three  di- 
stinct trunks.  The  middle  portion,  which  is  the  continuation  of  the 
vessel  itself,  passes  forwards  along  the  oesophagus,  and  is  distributed 
to  the  head  itself;  while  the  two  others,  passing  laterally  outwards 
and  downwards  in  an  arched  direction,  form  a  vascular  collar  round 
the  oesophagus,  beneath  which  they  unite  in  a  single  vessel,  as  was 
first  noticed  by  Mr.  Lord  in  the  Scolopendra.  This  single  median 
vessel  lies  above  the  abdominal  nervous  cord,  and  is  extended  back- 
wards throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  body  as  far  as  the  termi- 
nal ganglia  of  the  cord,  under  which  it  is  subdivided  into  separate 
branches  accompanying  the  terminal  nerves  to  their  final  distribu- 
tion. Immediately  anterior  to  each  ganglion  of  the  cord,  this  vessel 
gives  ofi*  a  pair  of  vascular  trunks ;  and  each  of  these  trunks  is  di- 
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Tided  into  four  arterial  vessels,  one  of  which  is  given  to  each  of  the 
principid  nerves  proceeding  from  the  ganglion,  and  may  be  tiBced 
along  with  it  to  a  considerable  distance.  Of  these,  the  vessel  situated 
most  posteriorly  is  again  connected  with  the  great  median  trunk  by 
means  of  a  minute  branch,  so  that  the  four  vessels  on  each  side 
form,  with  their  trunks,  a  complete  vascular  circle  above  each  gan- 
glionic enlargement  of  the  concL  Besides  these,  which  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  great  arterial  trunk  and  vesseb  conveying  the  blood 
directly  from  the  anterior  distribution  of  the  heart  to  the  limbs  and 
inferior  surface  of  the  body,  the  author  has  also  discovered  a  pair  of 
large  arterial  vessels  in  each  segment,  originating  directly  from  the 
posterior  and  inferior  surface  of  each  chimiber  of  the  heart.  These 
vessels  he  has  named  the  systemic  arteries ;  and  in  the  Scolopendra 
he  has  traced  them  from  the  great  chamber  of  the  heart,  which  is 
situated  in  the  penultimate  segment  of  the  body,  to  their  ultimate 
dbtribution  and  ramification  in  the  coats  of  the  great  hepatic  vesseb 
of  the  alimentary  canaL 

After  the  blood  has  passed  from  the  arteries,  it  is  returned  again 
to  the  heart  in  each  segment  of  the  body  by  means  of  exceedingly 
delicate  transparent  vessels,  which  pass  around  the  sides  of  the  seg- 
ments and  communicate  with  the  valvular  openings  of  each  cham- 
ber of  the  heart  at  its  upper  surface,  where  the  valvular  openings 
are  situated,  not  only  in  all  the  Myriapoda,  but  also  in  the  Scorpio- 
nidae.  In  Scorpions,  the  circulatory  system  is  more  complete  and 
important  than  even  in  the  Myriapoda.  The  heart,  divided  as  in 
Myriapods  into  separate  chamben,  is  lengthened  out  at  its  posterior 
extremitv  into  a  long  caudal  artery,  and  gives  ofi*  a  pair  of  systemic 
arteries  trom  each  chamber,  precisely  as  in  the  Myriapoda.  These 
arteries  not  only  distribute  their  blood  to  the  viscera,  but  send  their 
principal  divisions  to  the  muscular  structures  of  the  inferior  and 
lateral  parts  of  the  body,  as  well  as  to  the  pulmonary  sacs.  At  the 
anterior  part  of  the  abdomen,  the  heart  becomes  aortic,  descends 
suddenly  into  the  thorax,  and  immediately  behind  the  brain  spreads 
out  into  several  pairs  of  large  trunks,  which  are  given  to  the  head, 
and  to  the  organs  of  locomotion.  The  posterior  of  these  trunks  form 
a  vascular  collar  around  the  oesophagus,  beneath  which  they  unite, 
anteriorly,  to  a  strong  bony  arch  in  the  middle  of  the  thorax,  to  form 
the  great  arterial  trunk,  or  supranspinal  vessel,  which  conveys  the 
blood  to  the  posterior  part  of  the  boidy,  as  in  the  Myriapoda.  This 
vessel  passes  beneath  the  transverse  bony  arch  of  the  thorax,  and  is 
slightly  attached  to  it  by  fibrous  tissue,  which  circumstance  pro- 
bably induced  Professor  Miiller,  who  observed  this  structure  in  1828, 
to  regard  it  as  a  ligament.  In  its  course  backwards,  along  the  ner^ 
vous  cord,  this  vessel  is  gradually  lessened  in  size,  until  it  arrives  at 
the  terminal  ganglion  of  the  cora  in  the  tail,  where  it  is  divided  into 
two  branches,  which  take  the  course  of  the  terminal  nerves,  and 
these  are  again  subdivided  before  they  arrive  at  their  ultimate  distri- 
bution. In  addition  to  these  parts,  the  author  found  a  hollow  fibrous 
structure,  which  closely  surrounds  the  cord  and  nerves  immediatdy 
after  Uiey  have  passed  beneath  the  arch  of  the  thonuu    From  the 
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Mm  of  thk  stmcttire  there  {Nun  off  tMuskwardi  two  pain  of  vesieli, 
that  get  beneath  the  peritoneal  lining  of  the  abdominal  carity  and 
are  distribnted  on  the  first  pair  of  branehiie*  A  small  vessel  also 
passes  backwards  beneath  the  cava,  and,  being  joined  by  anasto- 
moses from  the  spinal  artery,  form  the  commencement  of  a  vessel 
which  the  author  formerly  described  in  the  *  Medical  Gaiette'  as  the 
mbtpmal  vesseL  This  vessel,  extending  along  the  under  surface  of 
the  nervous  cord»  communicates  direcuy,  by  short  vessels,  with  the 
•apra^inal  artery,  and  gives  off,  at  certain  distances  from  its  under 
surface,  several  ktfge  vessels,  which  unite  with  others  that  convev 
the  blood  which  has  circulated  through  the  abdominal  segments,  di- 
rectly to  the  branchieBy  whence  it  is  returned  to  the  heart  by  many 
minute  vessels  that  originate  fVorn  the  posterior  internal  part  of  each 
bninchia,  and,  united  into  single  trunks,  pass  around  the  sides  of  the 
aegments  to  the  valvular  openings  on  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  heart. 
In  the  tail  of  the  Scorpion  there  is  a  direct  vascular  communication 
between  the  caudal  art^  and  the  subspinal  vein,  which,  from  the 
direction  of  the  vessels,  induces  a  belief  that  there  is  some  peculi- 
arity in  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  this  part  of  the  body.  Be- 
sides these  vessels,  the  author  found  an  arterial  trunk  that  onginates 
from  the  commencement  of  the  aorta  as  it  descends  into  the  thorax. 
This  vessel  passes  backwards  along  the  alimentary  canal,  to  which 
it  is  distributed,  and  gives  off  branches  to  the  liver. 

This  paper  is  accompanied  by  five  drawings,  illustrating  the  ana- 
tomical facts  which  are  described  in  it. 

May  1 1  ^»^"  Note  regarding  the  Observations  of  T.  Wharton  Jones, 
Esq.,  F.R.S^  'On  the  Blood  Corpuscles.*"  By  Martin  Barrv,  M.D., 
F.R.S.  L.&E.« 

The  author  observes,  that  the  structure  of  the  blood*corpusclei 
can  be  accurately  learned  only  by  a  careful  investigation  of  their 
mode  of  origin,  and  by  following  them  through  all  their  changes  in 
the  capillary  vessels,  and  especially  in  the  capillary  plexuses  and  di- 
latations)  where  all  their  stages  of  transition  from  the  colourless  to 
the  red  corpuscles  may  be  seen.  The  filament  which  forms  here 
and  there  in  the  corpuscles  of  coagulating  blood  he  has  shown  to 
other  persons,  with  Microscopes  made  bv  Ross  and  PowelL  Dr. 
Bany  denies  that  he  meant  certain  general  remarks  in  his  paper,  re- 
ferring to  more  than  twentv  delineations  of  corpuscles  from  various 
animals,  to  apply  exclusively  to  those  of  man. 

May  ^r-^<'  On  the  Respiration  of  the  Leaves  of  Plants."  By 
William  Haseldbe  Pepys,  Esq.,  F.R.S. 

The  author  gives  an  account  of  a  series  of  experiments  on  the 
products  of  the  respiration  of  plants,  and  more  particularly  of  the 
leaves  (  selecting,  with  this  view,  specimens  of  plants  which  had 
been  previously  habituated  to  respire  constantly  under  an  indosure 
of  glass ;  and  employing,  for  that  purpose*  the  apparatus  which  he 
had  formerly  used  in  experimenting  on  the  combustion  of  the  dia- 
mond, and  consisting  of  two  mercurial  gasometers,  with  the  addi<^ 

*  A  notice  of  Mr.  Wharton  Jones's  communication  appeared  in  the  Num- 
ber for  May  last 
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tion  of  two  hemispheres  of  glass  closely  joined  together  at  their 
bases,  so  as  to  form  an  air-tight  globular  receptacle  for  the  plant 
subjected  to  experiment 

The  general  conclusions  he  deduces  from  his  numerous  experi- 
ments conducted  during  several  years,  are,  first,  that  in  leaves  which 
are  in  a  state  of  vigorous  healUi,  vegetation  is  always  operating  to 
restore  the  surrounding  atmospheric  air  to  its  natural  condition,  by 
the  absorption  of  carbonic  acid  and  the  disengagement  of  oxygenous 
gas :  that  this  action  is  promoted  by  the  influence  of  light,  but  that 
it  continues  to  be  exerted,  although  more  slowly,  even  in  the  dark. 
Secondly,  that  carbonic  acid  is  never  disengaged  during  the  healthy 
condition  of  the  leaf.  Thirdly,  that  the  fluid  so  abundantly  exhaled 
by  plants  in  their  vegetation  is  pure  water,  and  contains  no  trace  of 
carbonic  acid.  Fourthly,  that  the  first  portions  of  carbonic  acid 
gas  contained  in  an  artificial  atmosphere,  are  taken  up  with  more 
avidity  by  plants  than  the  remaining  portions ;  as  if  their  appetite 
for  that  pabulum  had  diminished  by  satiety. 

"  On  the  minute  structure  of  the  Skeletons,  or  hard  parts  of  Inver- 
tebrata."  By  W.  B.  Carpenter,  M.D.  Part  II.  "  On  the  structure  of 
the  Shell  in  the  several  families  and  genera  of  MoUusca." 

The  author  here  sives  in  detail  the  results  of  his  inquiries  into 
the  combinations  of  the  component  elements  of  shell  as  they  are 
met  with  in  the  several  families  and  genera  of  the  MoUusca ;  and 
considers  all  these  results  as  tending  to  establish  the  general  propo- 
sition, that  where  a  recognizable  diversity  presents  itself  in  the  ele- 
mentary structure  of  the  shell,  in  difierent  groups,  that  diversity  af- 
fords characters  which  indicate  the  natural  afiinities  of  the  several 
genera  included  in  those  groups,  and  which  may  therefore  be  em- 
ployed with  advantage  in  classification,  and  in  the  recognition  and 
determination  of  fossils. 

June  15. — "  On  the  supposed  developement  of  the  Animal  Tissues 
from  Cells."  By  James  Stark,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E. 

The  author  controverts  the  prevailing  theory  of  the  developement 
of  animal  tissues  from  cells,  and  denies  the  accuracy  of  the  micro- 
scopical observations  on  which  that  theory  is  founded,  as  regards  the 
anatomy  of  the  adult  as  well  as  of  the  foetal  tissues.  He  asserts  that 
at  no  period  of  foetal  life  can  rows  of  cells  be  discovered  in  the  act 
of  transformation  into  muscular  fibres:  and  he  denies  that  these 
fibres  increase  either  in  length  or  in  thickness  by  the  deposition  of 
new  ceUs.  He  contends  that  the  ultimate  filaments  of  muscles,  as 
well  as  all  the  other  tissues  of  the  body,  are  formed  from  the  fibri- 
nous portion  of  the  blood,  which  is  itself  composed  of  globules  that 
are  disposed  to  cohere  together,  either  in  a  linear  series,  so  as  to 
form  a  net-work  of  fine  filaments,  or  in  aggregated  masses  of  a  form 
more  or  less  globular,  composing  what  have  been  termed  fibrinous 
corpuscles.  These  corpuscles  have  been  considered  to  be  the  nuclei 
of  cells ;  but  the  author  regards  them  as  being  merely  accidental 
fragments  of  broken  down  tissues,  adhering  to  the  filaments,  and 
noways  concerned  in  their  developement  The  more  regularly  dis- 
posed granules,  which  are  observed  to  occupy  the  spaces  mtervening 
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between  tbe  filaments  composing  the  ordinary  cellular  tissue,  he 
considers  as  being  fatty  matter  deposited  within  these  spaces.  He^ 
in  like  manner,  regards  the  observations  tending  to  show  the  cellular 
origin  of  the  fibrous,  cartilaginous,  and  osseous  tissues,  as  altogether 
fallacious ;  and  maintains  that  the  cells,  which  these  animal  textures 
exhibit  when  viewed  under  the  microscope,  are  simply  spaces  occur- 
ring in  the  more  solid  substance  of  these  structures,  like  the  cavities 
which  exist  in  bread.  These  views  are  pursued  by  the  author  in 
discussing  the  formation  of  the  skin,  the  blood-vessels,  and  the 
nerves,  and  in  controverting  the  theory  of  secretion,  founded  on  the 
action  of  the  interior  surfaces  of  the  membranes  constituting  cells. 

"  On  the  Organ  of  Hearing  in  Crustacea."  By  Arthur  Farre, 
M.D.,  F.R.S. 

The  author  finds  that  in  the  Lobster  (Asteums  inartnus)^  the  organ 
of  hearing  consists  of  a  transparent  and  delicate  vestibular  sac,  which 
b  contained  in  the  base,  or  first  joint  of  the  small  antennee ;  its  situa- 
tion being  indicated  externally  by  a  slight  dilatation  of  tbe  joint  at  this 
part,  and  also  by  the  presence  of  a  membrane  covering  an  oval  aper- 
ture, which  is  the  fenestra  ovalis.  The  inner  surface  of  the  sac  gives 
origin  to  a  number  of  hollow  processes,  which  are  covered  with 
minute  hairs  and  filled  with  granular  matter,  apparently  nervous. 
A  delicate  plexus  of  nerves,  formed  by  the  acoustic  nerve,  which  is 
a  separate  branch  supplied  from  the  supra-oesophageal  ganglion,  is 
distributed  over  the  base  of  these  processes  and  around  the  sac. 
Within  the  sac  there  are  always  found  a  number  of  particles  of  sili- 
ceous sand,  which  are  admitted,  together  with  a  portion  of  the  sur- 
rounding water,  through  a  valvular  orifice  at  the  mouth  of  the  saC| 
being  there  placed  apparently  for  the  express  purpose  of  regulating 
the  size  of  the  grains.  The  author  considers  these  siliceous  parti- 
cles as  performing  the  ofiice  of  otolites,  in  the  same  way  as  the 
stones  taken  into  the  stomachs  of  granivorous  birds  supply  the  ofiice 
of  gastric  teeth.  Several  modifications  of  this  structure  exhibited 
in  the  organs  of  hearing  of  the  Astctctts  Jluviattlis,  Pagurus  streb' 
lonyXi  and  Palinurus  qvadricomis  are  next  described,  and  an  ex- 
planation attempted  of  the  uses  of  the  several  parts  and  their  sub- 
serviency to  the  purposes  of  that  sense. 

The  author  concludes  by  a  description  of  another  organ  situated 
at  the  base  of  the  large  antennae,  which  it  appears  has  been  con- 
founded with  the  former  by  some  anatomists,  but  which  the  author 
conjectures  may  possibly  constitute  an  organ  of  smell.  The  paper 
is  accompanied  by  illustrative  drawings. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

AnnSKDA  AND  BlfBKDATIOKS  TO  MB.  B.  BLYTh's  LIST  OF  BIROB  OB- 
TAINED IN  THB  VICINITT  OF  CALCUTTA. 

To  Richard  Taylor,  Esq. 

Calcutta,  May  12,  1843. 
Mt  bbab  SiB,-^The  last  month  has  been  a  yery  productive  one 
to  me/ in  various  classes  of  animals,  and  among  the  rest  in  that  of 
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birds ;  hence  I  am  enabled  to  rectify  one  or  two  matters  of  nomen- 
clature in  the  paper  which  I  sent  you  by  last  month's  mail,  and  to 
add  some  more  species  to  the  catalogue. 

First,  for  IchthyiaStui  eultrungius  you  must  substitute  HaUa&u9 
blagrus,  of  which  the  former  is  merely  the  young,  and  place  this 
species  next  to  HaliaStus  Macei,     Put  it  thus — 

[/f .  hlagrui.  The  young  of  this  species  I  described  as  new  by  the 
appellation  Ichthyia^tus  eultrungius  (Joum.  As.  8oc.  Beng.  xi.  110). 
It  is  not  uncommon  along  the  river.]     And  add — 

{Ichthyia^tuM  Horsfieldi ;  Fdco  ichthyia^tus,  Horsfield  ;  HaliiOhu 
plumbeus,  Hodgson.  Not  rare  upon  die  river.  The  mottled  first 
plumage  of  the  young  much  resembles  the  corresponding  garb  of 
Milvus  cheele."] 

Add,  as  a  note,  to  Gallimtla  cMoropus  ?*«- 

[Since  writing  the  above  I  have  been  favoured  with  a  loan  of  the 
true  G.  chloropw,  which  I  recognised  as  such  at  a  glance,  from  the 
Mauritius ;  and  the  Indian  species  is  certainly  distinct,  being  cha- 
racterized, in  addition  to  its  iuTerior  size,  by  having  the  frontal  shield 
much  less  developed,  at  all  ages.  It  may  be  tenned,  therefore,  &. 
parvifrom.'^^.  B.]     Add  also,-* 

[Phyllopneuste  trochUuB  ?  This  would  seem  to  be  distinguished 
frt>m  the  British  species  by  the  darker  colour  of  the  head,  and  ashy 
tinge  of  the  lower  parts ;  also,  I  think,  by  the  cobur  of  the  legs  and 
size  and  form  of  the  bill ;  moreover  the  shikaree  who  shot  it  informed 
me  that  it  sung  prettily,  and  on  my  imitating  the  well-remembered 
note  of  Ph,  trochitua,  he  assured  me  that  the  song  of  this  bird  was 
quite  different.  I  shall  describe  it  together  with  about  a  dozen  other 
species  of  this  well-defined  group,'] 

IStema  (AnoUs)  tenuiro$trii,  nobis.  Distinguished  frY)m  8t,  iioUda 
by  its  considerably  inferior  size,  much  more  slender  bill,  and  deeper 
and  consequently  more  vividly  contrasted  colours  of  its  plumage*  A 
single  specimen  was  brought  fresh  to  Dr.  M'Clelland,  shot  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  that  naturalist  has  kindly  presented  to  the 
Society,] 

IGallus  Bankivus.  I  have  received  a  specimen  of  this  bird  shot  at 
about  forty  miles  from  Calcutta.] 

[Malaeonotus  — -  ?  Distinct  from  all  those  noticed  in  Mr.  Jer- 
don's  catalogue  under  the  generic  head  Timalia,  and  also  from  a  new 
species  from  Western  India  {M,  Burvedii,  nobis),  but  which  I  think 
is  figured  in  one  of  Buchanan  Hamilton's  drawings,  though  I  have 
been  unable  to  spare  time  to  visit  the  Botanic  Uaxden  to  consult 
them.     Shot  near  Calcutta.] 

The  following  synonyms  may  be  attached  to  certain  other  spe- 
cies : — 

To  Rhipidura  /nscoventris, — Muscicapa  (Muscylva)  alhogularis. 
Lesson. 

To  Tephrodomis  superciliosus, — Lanius  sordidus.  Lesson. 

To  Cuculus  niger,  add — Distinct  from  the  Malayan  C.  flavus  ?  and 
the  Australian  C,  cinerea.  According  to  Lesson,  C  flavus  extends 
both  to  India  and  Australia.  I  remain,  yours  very  truly, 

E,  Blttb, 
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Calcutta,  June  7,  1843. 
Mt  dbab  Sib, — ^The  inclosed  was  to  have  been  sent  by  last 
month's  express,  bnt  owing  to  the  weight  (of  letters)  being  made  up 
about  three  hours  before  the  usual  time,  it  and  numerous  other  let- 
ters were  returned.  It  will  now  arrive,  I  fear,  too  late  to  be  of  ser- 
vice, but  I  win  nevertheless  send  the  following  addenda  and  emenda- 
tions,  at  a  venture.  Ninox  luguhris  is  the  Strix  scutulata.  Raffles,  or 
Str,  hirsuta,  Temminck. — ^To  Athene  brama  add  Noctua  Tarayensis, 
Hodgson,  as  a  synonym. — ^After  Acrocephalus  montanus  put  No.  90  a,, 
a  species  nearly  allied  to  the  last,  but  smaller  and  more  rufous,  and 
which  has  recently  been  also  obtained  by  Mr.  Jerdon  at  Nellore, 
about  100  miles  to  the  northward  of  Madras  (Nellore,  not  Vellare), 
Charadrius  rufinus  is,  I  am  now  tolerably  sure,  the  Ch,  Geoffroyi, 
Lesson ;  and  I  bare  much  reason  to  suspect  that  Ch,  rufinellus  is  the 
Ch.  LeschenauUii  of  the  French. — I  am  happy  to  say  I  continue  in 
good  health,  and  overwhelmingly  busy ;  and  with  kind  remembrances, 
believe  me  to  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  most  truly, 

B.  Blyth. 

[As  these  letters  reached  us  too  late  for  the  addenda  to  be  inserted 
along  with  the  paper,  we  have  preferred  printing  them  without  al- 
teration from  the  author's  MSS.  letters. — ^£d.] 
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Oanoidc^—^vXy  !•  0?ercast :  clear.  2.  Overcait  throughout  3.  Fine.  4. 
Uoifonn  hase :  Terr  fine.  5.  Sultry:  very  hot  6,  7.  Cloud  j  and  fine.  8.  Cloudy  t 
rain  :  clear.  9.  Foggy:  very  fine.  10.  Cloudy  and  fine.  11.  Thickly  ortr- 
cast  19.  Verrfine.  IS.  Lifffat  baxe :  rain.  14.  Densely  overcast ;  very  fine. 
15—17.  Very  ana.  18.  Very  una :  constant  heavy  rain  aAer  3  p.m.  19.  Cloud. 
lesa  fai  the  morning  t  doudjr  at  noon  :  dear.  80.  Vary  fine  t  slight  rain:  over- 
cast :  rain  at  night  SI.  Ckxidy  and  fine,  SS.  Rain.  83.  Cloudy  and  squally  i 
cold  rain.  94.  Clear  :  cloudy  and  fine  t  clear.  35.  Overcast  and  fine :  clear. 
96.  Overcast  t  slight  rain.  97.  Showery.  98.  Cloudy  and  fiot  t  rain.  99.  Very 
ine.  80.  Cloudy  and  fine  t  clear.  81.  Hasy :  cloudy  and  8na  i  dear. — Mean 
temperamre  of  the  month  1^*3  below  the  average. 

Pailofi.— July  1.  Fine.  9.  Finat  rain  early  a.m.  3.  Windy.  4.*Finei. 
5.  CkHidy:  heat  81°*5  4  o*dock  p.m.  6.  Windy  t  rain  early  A.M.  7.  Fine: 
thundar-etorm  5  p.m.  :  rainbow  6  p.m.  8.  Bain  t  rain  early  ajc.  :  rain  p.m. 
9.  Fine.  10.  Cloudy.  11.  Goud^:  rain  p.m.  19.  Fine:  rain  p.m.  13,  14. 
Cloudy:  rain  early  A. M.  15,  16.  Fine.  17.  Cloudy.  18.  Windy:  rain  r.M. 
1 9.  Fine.  90.  Fine ;  rain  r.  m,  91 .  Floe.  99.  Cloudv :  rain  p.m.  93.  Windy : 
rain  r.M.  94, 95.  Fine.  96.  Cloudy.  97.  Windy :  rain  early  a.m.  98.  Cloudy. 
99.  Cloudy:  rain  early  a.m.  80.  Cloudy:  rain  P3C.  31.  PInet  rain,  vrith 
thunder  and  lightning  p.m. 

Samdwiek  Mansg,  OriirMy.— July  1.  Bright:  nio.  9.  Drlisle.  8.  Bright: 
cloudy,  4.  Bri^t:  shower.  5.  Bright:  damp.  6.  Thunder:  foe  :  cloudy. 
7.  Bright!  cloudy.  8 — 10.  Brisfat:  clear.  11.  Clear,  19.  Cloudy:  damp. 
13.  Diunp:  cloudy.  14.  Cloudy.  15,  16.  Shower:  cloudy.  17.  Bright: 
cloudy.  18, 19.  Showery.  9a  Rain:  doudy.  91.  Bright:  clear.  99.  Bright  t 
eloody.  93,  Cloudy.  94.  Brisht:  dear.  95.  Bright :  cloudy.  96.  Cloudy: 
diowen.  97.  Showers :  cloudy.  98.  Bright :  cloudy,  99.  Cloudy  :  rain. 
30,  31.  Damp  :  dfinla. 
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XXVllI. — Notice  of  a  British  species  of  Calliopsea,  lyOrbignyj 
and  of  Four  new  species  of  Eolis,  with  observations  on  the  De- 
velopment and  Structure  of  the  Nudibranchiate  MoUusca.  By 
Joshua  Alder  and  Albany  Hancock^  Esqrs.'i' 

The  genus  Calliopaa  was  established  by  B'Orbigny  for  a  small 
moUusk  found  near  Brest,  and  publish^  in  Guerin's  ^  Magasin 
de  Zoologie/  It  is  distingoished  from  Eolis  by  having  only  two 
tentacala,  and  also  (according  to  D'Orbigny)  by  the  longitudinal 
arrangement  of  the  dorsal  papillae.  The  latter  distinction,  how- 
ever, does  not  hold  good,  and  a  better  may  be  had  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  vessels  of  the  gastro-vascular  system,  described  by 
Milne  Edwards  in  a  second  species  fomid  on  the  shores  of  the 
Mediterranean.  We  have  now  the  pleasure  of  announcing  a 
third  species  from  the  Devonshire  coast,  being  the  first  that  has 
occurred  in  Great  Britain. 

This  beautiful  species,  which  we  have  named  Calliopaa  dendri^ 
tica,  is  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  long,  with  seven  or  eight 
rows  of  large,  ellmtical,  dark  green  papillae  on  each  side  of  the 
back,  three  in  each  row.  The  general  colour  of  the  body  is  a 
pale  pellucid  grass-green :  two  dark  green  lines  run  down  the 
sides  of  the  back,  sending  off  branches  of  the  same  colour,  which 
ramify  in  all  directions,  and  give  the  little  animal  a  peculiarly 
elegant  appearance.  These  dendritical  markings  are  caused  by 
the  vessels  of  the  gastro-vascular  system  of  Milne  Edwards,  of 
which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  afterwards.  It  was  found 
on  sea-weeds  at  low-water  mark  in  Torbay,  and  appears  to  be 
gregarious.  Nearly  one  hundred  specimens  were  sent  us  from 
tiience  by  Mrs.  Wyatt. 

Eolis  stipata. — ^This  apecies  is  also  from  Torbay,  where  we 
obtain^l  it  from  the  produce  of  a  da/s  dredging  in  September 
last.  It  is  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  long,  rather  broad  and  de- 
pressed, and  of  a  bright  yellowish  green  on  the  bodv  with  short 
tentacula,  and  about  nine  rows  of  bluish-green  papillae  covering 
the  whole  of  the  back.    This  species  belongs  to  the  section  con- 

*  Read  before  the  Natural  History  Section  at  the  Cork  Meeting  of  the 
Britisb  Aitociation,  and  communicated  by  the  Authors. 
Ann.  if  Mag.  N.  Hist.  Vol.  jjx.  Digtlfe  by  Google 
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Btituting  Fleming's  geims  Montoffua.  It  differs  entirely  from 
Montagtui  viridis  of  Forbes  in  the  form  and  proportion  of  the 
diflFerent  parts. 

Eolis  pelludda, — ^A  very  slender  and  CTacefiil  species^  about 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  m  length,  with  long  denaer  tenta^uhi^ 
and  the  angles  of  the  foot  much  produced.  The  body  is  pellucid 
white :  the  branchial  papill©  long  imd  sUghtly  conical,  of  a  bright 
rose-vermilion  with  white  tips,  set  in  about  five  clusters  down  the 
sides.  This  is  a  critical  species,  differing  from  JB.  gradlisy  no- 
ticed last  year,  in  the  form  and  colour  of  the  papillae,  and  from 
E.  rufibranchidis  in  the  more  lengthened  tentacula  and  lateral 
portions  of  the  foot. 

Found  on  a  coralline  from  deep  water  at  CuUercoats,  North- 
umberland. 

Eolis  curta. — ^The  body  of  this  is  short  in  proportion  to  the 
other  parts.  It  is  about  half  an  inch  long,  pellucid ;  the  head 
and  tentacula  pale  rose-coloured.  The  branchial  papills  are  very 
long,  of  a  brownish  orange  with  white  tips  and  a  streak  of  the 
same  in  front.  They  are  set  in  clusters  down  the  sides ;  the  first 
large,  and  three  or  four  smaller  ones  behind  nearly  coalescing. 
Dorsal  tentacula  annulated,  sides  of  the  foot  much  produced  and 
recurved. 

Found  under  a  large  stone  among  tibe  rocks  at  Whitley, 
Northumberland. 

Eolis  concinna. — ^A  very  distinct  and  well-marked  species; 
about  half  an  inch  long,  with  nine  or  ten  distant  transverse  rows 
of  purplish-brown  papillae^  tipped  with  white,  on  the  sides  of  the 
back,  five  in  each  row :  the  external  surface  of  these  is  tinged  with 
pale  blue,  giving  them  a  metallic  lustre.  Tentacula  linear  and 
smooth,  the  dorsal  longest  imd  inclined  forwards.  Sides  of  the 
foot  very  little  produced.  Four  individuals  were  found  together 
under  a  large  stcme  between  tide-marks  at  Whitley. 

We  have,  during  this  summer,  had  an  opportunity  of  studying 
the  development  <^  the  ova  in  two  or  three  genera  of  the  Nudi- 
branchia,  the  phsenomena  attending  which  we  find  to  be  very 
similar  in  alL  The  &ct  of  their  undergoing  a  complete  meta- 
morphosis,  and  during  their  larva  state  being  provided  with  a 
nautiloid  shell,  is  a  striking  pecuUarity  distinguishing  these  from 
the  other  families  of  gasteropodous  MoUusca. 

We  learn  incidentedly,  in  a  note  to  an  article  on  the  develop- 
ment of  Aplysia  by  Dr.  Vanbeneden  in  the  '  Annaks  des  Sciences 
Naturelles,'  that  M.  Sars  has  already  published  an  account  of  the 
devdiopment  oi  some  of  the  Nudibranehia ;  but  the  work  contain- 
ing it  not  being  accessible  to  us,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  know  how  far 
our  observations  agree  with  his,  and  shall  therefore  give  a  short 
description  of  the  embryo  as  observed  by  us. 
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The  spawn  of  Doris  iuberculaia  is  a  broad  gelatinouB  riband^ 
attached  by  one  of  its  edges  to  the  underside  of  stones,  in  a  cir- 
cular coil  of  about  three  volutions,  the  whole  forming  a  beautiful 
cup-  or  flower-like  expansion.     The  number  of  ova  imbedded  in 
it,  on  a  moderate  computation,  cannot  be  less  than  50,000.  Each 
^g  contains  a  single  yolk,  but  frequently  there  are  two,  and 
sometimes  even  three  ydks  in  the  same  egg.    The  period  neces^ 
sary  for  their  attaining  the  larva  state  appears  to  be  about  a  fort- 
night ;  after  that  time  the  mass  presents  a  very  animated  appear- 
ance.    When  observed  with  a  common  magnifier,  in  some  the 
fdll-formed  larva  will  be  seen  whirling  itself  round  with  great 
velocity  in  the  transparent  egg;  others,  having  broken  the  sheU^ 
will  be  found  performing  more  extended  gyrations  in  the  general 
envelope,  while  others  again  are  swimming  hither  and  thither  in 
search  of  an  £q)erture  to  escape  into  the  open  water.     The  larva 
forms  a  beauttful  object  for  the  microscope.    Its  body  is  inclosed 
in  a  very  transparent  calcareous  nautiloid  shell,  ftirnished  with 
an  eqniuly  transparent  operculum.     The  whole  surface  of  the 
animal  is  covered  with  minute  vibratory  cilia^  as  are  also  the  in- 
ternal walls  of  the  alimentary  canal,  which  is  visible  through  the 
transparent  shell.     Two  large  wing-like  lobes  form  the  principal 
part  oi  the  animal  visible  outside  the  shell ;  these  are  fringed 
with  long  cilia,  by  the  motion  of  which  it  swims  freely  through 
the  water ;  th^  are  capable  of  being  withdrawn  into  the  shell 
and  the  operculum  closed  upon  them.     The  mouth  is  situated 
between  tnese  lobes.  It  will  readily  be  seen  that  these  little  crea- 
tures do  not  bear  even  the  most  remote  resemblance  to  the  future 
Doris,     How  long  they  remain  in  this  state  before  their  final 
transformation,  or  how  that  takes  place,  we  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  ascertain.   The  motion  of  these  animals  through  the  water  by 
means  of  ciliated  expansions  recalls  to  mind  some  of  the  forms  of 
the  Eotifera,  though  sufficiently  distinct  from  any  of  them.  Com- 
paring our  drawings  with  those  of  Aplysia  by  Vanbeneden,  we 
observe  a  very  striking  resemblance  between  the  two  animals : 
each  has  a  similarly  formed  shell ;  though  that  of  Aplysia  is  stated 
to  be  corneous,  while  ours  readily  dissolves  in  weak  acids,  from 
which  we  infer  its  calcareous  nature.  We  do  not  see  in  M.  Van- 
beneden's  figures  the  expanded  lobes  so  peculiar  in  these,  nor,  on 
the  other  himd,  can  we  trace  in  any  of  the  parts  of  our  animals 
the  least  resemblance  to  a  rudimentary  head  or  foot.   In  addition 
to  that  of  Doris,  we  have  succeeded  in  bringing  out  the  larvse  of 
EoUs,  MeliboM  and  Triionia;  they  all  bear  a  very  great  resem- 
blance to  each  other. 

The  system  of  vessels  pointed  out  by  M.  Milne  Edwards  in 
CalUopaa,  connected  with  the  alimentary  canal,  and  extending 
throogb  t^  whole  body,  which  be  calls  the  gastro-vascular  sy- 
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stem,  has  been  observed  also  by  us  in  Eolis,  with  this  difference, 
that  while  in  CdlioptBa  there  are  two  longitudinal  vessels  running 
the  whole  length  of  the  body,  in  Eolis  there  is  only  one  of  these 
vessels,  sending  off  branches  to  the  papillae.  The  passage  of 
particles  of  matter  from  these  vessels  into  the  papillse  and  back 
again  in  an  irregular  manner  may  occasionally  be  observed, 
lliese  particles  are  of  various  sizes  and  forms,  and  have  a 
crude  undigested  appearance.  Th^T  w^  occasionally  mingled 
with  regular  blood-like  globules.  THieir  motion  is  produced  by 
the  contraction  of  the  walls  of  the  vessel  and  of  the  stomach, 
which  is  every  now  and  then  perfectly  collapsed.  There  is  no 
decided  onward  current  produced  by  this  action,  which  takes 
place  quite  irregularly  in  different  parts  of  the  gastro-vascular 
system,  but  a  mere  oscillatory  motion  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  action.  We  have  observed  another  curious  circumstance 
apparently  connected  with  this  system,  which  appears  to  have 
escaped  the  observation  of  M.  Milne  Edwards,  and  for  which  we 
can  in  no  wise  account.  The  end  of  each  of  the  papillse  has  in- 
ternally a  small  ovate  vesicle,  which  is  connected  by  a  transpa- 
rent vessel  with  its  central  tube.  By  the  contraction  of  this  ve- 
sicle very  minute  bodies  are  occasionally  sent  out  by  a  small  aper- 
ture terminating  the  papilla.  These  bodies  are  of  an  elliptical 
form,  with  a  long  hair-like  tail,  and  bear  considerable  resem- 
blance to  the  Spermatozoa,  but  have  no  motion,  nor  is  the  oi^an 
from  which  they  issue  at  all  connected  with  the  generative  fimc- 
tions.  We  would  therefore  call  the  attention  of  comparative  ana- 
tomists to  this  fact. 

The  functions  of  the  gastro-vascular  system  as  well  as  of  the 
papillae,  which  have  generally  been  considered  to  perform  the 
office  of  branchise,  require  farther  investigation.  M.  Quatrefages 
appears  to  think  that  the  central  coloured  portion  of  the  papillae 
performs  the  functions  of  the  liver ;  an  opinion  which  is  perhaps 
correct,  but  requires  fturther  investigation. 

The  fact,  which  we  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  stated,  that 
the  whole  surface  of  the  body  in  Eolis,  as  well  as  the  papiUse,  is 
covered  with  vibratory  cilia,  might  lead  us  to  infer  that  the  or- 
gans of  respiration  are  not  specialized  in  this  genus,  but  that  the 
animal  breathes  over  the  whole  body.  The  appendages  in  Eolis  as 
well  as  in  Meliboea  are  very  deciduous,  which  is  not  usually  the  case 
with  an  important  vital  organ,  and  the  animds  are  known  to  live 
for  some  time  when  deprived  of  them.  But  even  though  the 
papillae  should  be  considered  the  chief  seat  of  the  respiratory 
function,  it  is  evident  that  they  have  at  least  some  other  office  to 
perform,  the  nature  of  which  is  not  well  understood. 

Dr.  Siebold  has  announced  the  discovery  of  the  organs  of  hear- 
ing in  many  of  the  pulmoniferous  Gasteropodes  as  well  as  in  se- 
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veral  species  of  Conchifera^.  We  have  lately  had  the  pleasure  of 
recognising  the  same  organs  in  the  Nudibranchia ;  they  consist 
of  two  transparent  vesicles  connected  with  the  two  superior  lobes 
of  the  brain  by  short  nerves.  These  vesicles  are  filled  with  small 
concrete  bodies  or  otolites^  varying  in  number  according  to  the 
species^  and  vibrating^  when  in  a  living  state^  with  a  continuous 
OBcillatonr  motion. 

In  Eoiis  papillosa  the  otolites  exceed  eighty ;  they  are  elliptical 
and  very  minute ;  while  in  E.  olivacea  and  E,  pallida  there  is  only 
one  large  globular  otolite  in  each  capsule.  We  have  observed 
these  organs  in  species  of  the  genera  Eolis,  Tritonia,  Melibceay 
Polycera  and  Doris ;  in  all  of  which  we  find  them  similarly  situ* 
ated  and  undergoing  only  very  slight  modifications. 

The  eyes  are  pla^  immediately  before  the  auditory  capsules^ 
and  the  nerve  that  supplies  the  former  arises  from  the  same  por- 
tion of  the  large  ganglion  above  the  oesophagus  to  which  the  lat- 
ter is  affixed.  The  eye  is  much  more  completely  organized  than 
has  been  supposed;  it  is  formed  of  a  well-defined  cup  of  black 
pigment^  through  which  in  all  probability  the  retina  is  dispersed. 
Before  this  cup  is  placed  a  large  spherical  crystalline  lens^  naving 
a  well-arched  cornea  in  front.  The  whole  is  enveloped  in  a  thin 
transparent  vesicle  attached  to  the  ganglion  by  a  pedicle^  through 
which  the  optic  nerve  passes  into  the  base  of  the  cup. 

The  organs  of  smelling  remain  yet  to  be  ascertained.  De  Blain- 
ville  has  suggested  that  this  frmction  may  be  prformed  by  the 
dorsal  tentacula,  and  a  careful  examination  of  the  structure  of 
these  compared  with  that  of  the  olfactory  organs  in  other  animals 
has  led  us  to  adopt  the  same  opinion.  'Die  simplest  form  in 
which  the  organs  of  smelling  are  known  to  exists  is  in  fishes  and 
in  some  of  the  Crustacea.  K  we  examine  this  organ  in  a  fish^ 
the  common  herring  for  instance^  we  shall  find  it  to  consist  of  a 
dehcatelv  lamellated  expansion  contained  within  a  cavitjr^  open 
externally^  but  closed  on  its  internal  surface^  and  communicating 
with  the  brain  by  a  nerve  having  a  small  ganghon  at  its  base. 
Now  if  this  lamellated  portion  were  bent  into  a  cylindrical  form 
and  raised  upon  a  pedicel  capable  of  being  protruded  from  the 
cavity,  we  should  have  a  structure  exactly  similar  to  the  dorsal 
tentacula  in  Doris.  It  is  easy  to  trace  the  modifications  of  this 
form  through  the  other  genera  of  the  order,  in  most  of  which 
the  plicated  structure  is  more  or  less  visible,  the  organ  being  in 
some  carefully  protected  by  a  sheath.  In  all,  the  tentacula  are 
furnished  with  a  nerve  which  generally  has  a  small  ganglion  at 
its  base,  as  in  the  olfactory  nerve  in  fishes.  On  examining  the 
tentacula  under  a  microscope,  the  whole  surface  is  found  to  be 
very  strongly  ciliated ;  more  strongly  even  than  in  the  branchial 
*  See  this  Journal,  vol.  ix.  p.  501.— £d. 
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pocessefi^^  and  with  this  remarkable  difference ;  that  while  in  the 
latter  the  cilia  propel  the  water  outwards^  sending  off  a  current 
at  their  apices ;  in  the  tentacula^  on  the  contrary^  the  cilia  are  di- 
rected downwards^  drawing  in  and  sending  a  current  of  water 
down  their  whole  surface.  This  is  exactly  what  we  might  be  led 
to  expect  in  the  olfactory  organs,  and  forms  a  beautiful  compen- 
sation for  the  power  of  drawing  a  current  of  air  through  the 
nostrils  in  the  higher  animals.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  we 
think  that  little  doubt  can  remain  of  the  real  function  of  these 
or^ns. 

P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  seen  M.  Quatrefiiges' 
elaborate  paper  on  nis  Eolidina  paradoxum  in  the  ^  Annales  des 
Sciences  Naturelles,'  and  are  happy  to  find  that  many  of  his  ob- 
servations agree  with  our  own.  His  EoUdina  we  consider  to  be 
undoubtedly  an  Eolis  very  nearly  allied  to  our  E.  anffulaia,  MS., 
communicated  to  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association. 

In  the  position  which  he  assigns  to  the  anus  at  the  posterior 
end  of  the  large  central  vessel  of  the  gastro- vascular  system,  we 
conceive  him  to  be  under  a  mistake,  deceived  probably  oy  the  ap- 
parently abrupt  termination  of  that  vessel.  The  veal  anus,  we 
nave  no  doubt,  will  be  found  at  the  side,  as  in  other  species  of  this 
and  the  allied  genera. 

He  appears  also  to  have  misunderstood  the  organs  of  vision, 
which,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  are  as  complete  as  in  other 
species  of  Eolis,  as  well  as  in  Polvcera,  Chmiodoria  and  Melibcea, 
in  all  of  which  a  lens  is  distinctly  visible ;  he  however  figures 
and  describes  the  eye  in  his  Eolidina  as  ma-ely  a  broad  convex 
expansion  of  the  retina  and  pigmentum  nigrum.  It  would  ap- 
pear from  his  drawing  that  he  has  mistaken  the  auditory  capsule 
for  the  optic  gangUon  or  a  swelling  of  the  optic  nerve,  otherwise 
he  has  entirely  overlooked  the  organ  of  hearing.  His  descrip- 
tion of  the  generative  organs  is  quite  at  variance  with  the  well- 
known  peculiarities  of  this  order. 

M.  Quatrefages*  remarks  on  zoological  affinities  are  ingenious : 
on  this  interesting  portion  of  the  subject  however  we  cannot  at 
present  enter,  but  hope  to  do  so  on  a  future  occasion,  when  a 
further  investigation  of  the  subject  shall  have  enabled  us  to  speak 
with  more  certainty  than  we  can  possibly  do  at  present. 

XXIX. — On  the  Structure  and  Affinities  of  Upupa,  Lin.,  and 

Irrisor,  Lesson.    By  H.  E.  Strickland,  M.A.* 
The  African  continent  presents  us  with  several  species  of  birds 
constituting  a  well-marked  genus,  to  which  Lesson  in  1881  ap- 

*  Read  to  the  Zoological  Section  of  the  British  Association  at  Cork,  Au- 
gust 19,  1843 ;  and  communicated  by  the  Author. 
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plied  the  name  Irriior,  being  a  trauBlation  of  Levaillant'a  name 
^'  Moqueur."  This  group  of  birds  was  included  by  Latham  in 
the  genus  Upupa,  by  Shaw  in  Promerops^  by  Vieillot  in  Fold- 
mlba,  by  Cuvier  in  Merop$,  and  by  Temminck  and  Wagler  in 
BpimaehuB ;  but  as  they  differ  essentially  from  the  types  of « all 
these  genera,  it  is  necessary  to  give  them  a  distinct  appellation* 
Mr.  Swainson^  Mr.  Vigors^  the  Baron  de  la  Fresnaye^  and  Mr. 
O.  R.  Gray  redxict  to  this  group  the  name  PramerapM  of  Brisson; 
but  Brisson  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  group  before  us, 
and  the  true  type  of  his  genus  Promerops  is  a  totally  different 
bird,  called  by  Vieillot  Falcinelku,  and  by  Swainson  Ptiloturui. 
It  is  plain  then  that  the  right  course  is  to  supplant  FalcmeUuM 
and  Ptiloturus  in  favour  of  the  old  generic  name  Promerops,  and 
to  adopt  {at  the  present  group  the  name  Irrisor  as  proposed  by 
M.  Lemon. 

Having  now  settled  the  nomenclature  of  this  group,  I  will  pro- 
ceed  to  speak  of  its  affinities,  and  to  show  first  its  relation  to  the 
genus  Upupa ;  and  secondly,  its  position  in  the  general  system 
of  Nature. 

It  should  be  premised  that  the  genera  Upupa  and  Irrisor  agree 
in  the  form  of  the  beak,  but  differ  in  many  other  particulars.  In 
Uptq)a  the  plumage  is  ferruginous,  varied  with  white  and  black ; 
the  head  is  crested;  the  tail  moderate  and  even,  composed  of  ten 
rectrices ;  the  feet  adapted  for  walking ;  the  lateral  toes  being 
nearH  equal,  the  ^cterior  ones  divided  nearly  to  their  base ;  the 
antenor  daws  short  and  blunt,  and  the  hinder  claw  lengthened 
and  approaching  to  straightness.  In  Irrisor,  on  the  contrary,  the 
plumage  is  blade  with  rich  metalUc  tints,  varied  only  with  a  few 
white  spots  on  the  wings  and  tail ;  the  head  is  not  crested ;  the 
tail  is  long  and  much  graduated,  composed  of  twelve  rectrices, 
and  the  feet  are  essentially  arboreal,  the  outer  toe  beiug  much 
longer  than  the  inner,  and  united  to  the  middle  one  for  the  whole 
length  of  the  basal  joint ;  the  hind  toe  is  very  long,  and  all  the 
daws  are  compressed,  sharp,  and  much  curved.  It  is  evident,* 
therefore,  that  these  birds  must  differ  greatly  in  their  habits ;  and 
accordingly  we  find  that  the  hoopoe  Uves  chiefly  on  the  ground, 
while  the  Irrisor  is  described  by  Levaillant  as  exclusively  inha- 
biting trees.  The  question  then  arises,  whether  the  agreement  in 
the  form  of  their  beaks  is  to  preponderate  over  the  disagreements 
of  their  other  organs ;  in  other  words,  whether  this  resemblance  in 
the  beaks  is  to  be  considered  as  indicating  an  affinity  or  only  an 
analogy. 

The  majority  of  authors  have  classed  the  Irrisors  either  amongst 
or  very  near  the  Hoopoes.  But  the  Baron  de  la  Fresnaye,  in  the 
'  Proc.  of  the  Zool  Soc.'  for  1840*,  p.  124,  contends  that  the  ge- 

*  See  Aan.  Nat.Hitt,  voLvii.  p.551.-*£D. 
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nera  VjnqM  and  Irrieor  (or  as  he  tenna  it,  Promerope^  have  in 
reality  no  near  affinity  to  each  other.  He  argues  that  birds  have 
in  many  cases  been  arranged  artificially  in  consequence  of  authors 
being  guided  solely  by  the  form  of  the  beak  without  attending  to 
the  structure  of  the  other  organs.  After  pointing  out  the  marked 
differences  between  the  feet  of  Upupa  and  those  of  Irrisar,  he 
concludes  that  Upupa  has  evident  affinities  with  the  larks  (Alau- 
dinai),  but  that  its  true  position  is  in  a  special  family  of  the  Te^ 
nuirastres,  in  conjunction  with  Upucerthta  and  some  other  allied 
S.  American  genera.  The  genus  Irrieor,  on  the  contrary,  he  con- 
siders to  belong  to  the  Cmnyrida,  or  as  they  are  more  correctly 
called,  Nectarvniida,  to  which  they  have  much  resemblance  in  their 
glossy  plumage. 

Now  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  most  unnatural  classifi'^ 
cations  of  birds  have  in  many  cases  resulted  from  the  beak  being 
taken  as  the  sole  ground  of  arrangement,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
other  organs.  I  do  not  however  think  that  the  juxtaposition  of 
Upupa  and  Irrisar  is  really  an  instance  of  such  a  vicious  arrange^ 
ment,  and  I  hope  to  show,  that  notwithstanding  the  diBagreements 
in  their  feet,  tail  and  plumage,  these  two  genera  are  in  reality 
very  closely  aUied. 

It  will  generally  be  found  that  when  several  genera  of  remote 
affinity  have  been  brought  together  in  consequence  of  a  resem* 
blance  in  the  form  of  their  beaks,  that  resemblance  is  more  ap- 
parent than  real,  consisting  in  a  general  and  superficial  agree- 
ment in  the  form  and  outline,  while  the  minor  details  of  structure 
present  differences  which  at  once  indicate  the  true  affinities  of 
the  respective  groups.  Thus  the  genus  ScythropeyfBA  tSl  very  lately 
classed  by  all  authors  among  the  toucans,  on  account  of  the  ge- 
neral resemblance  of  the  beak,  while  if  the  sUghtest  attention  had 
been  paid  to  the  position  of  the  nostrils,  it  would  have  been  seen 
at  once  that  its  true  place  is  among  the  cuckoos.  A  similar  su- 
perficial resemblance  in  the  beak  has  caused  Tichodrama  to  be 
classed  with  Certhia  instead  of  with  Sitta,  Spermophila  with  Pyr^ 
rkula  instead  of  with  Guiraca,  Oreotca  and  Falcunculus  among  the 
LaninuB  instead  of  the  Parifus,  and  numerous  other  cases  which 
might  be  quoted. 

On  comparing  Upiq)a  with  Irrisar,  however,  we  find  a  coinci- 
dence of  structure  not  only  in  the  general  forms,  but  in  the  mi- 
nutest details  of  the  structure  of  their  beaks ;  and  what  is  of  still 
greater  importance,  the  beaks  of  these  two  birds  present  certain 
characters  which  are  found  in  no  other  group  of  birds  with  which 
I  am  acquainted. 

Upupa  and  Irrisar  both  present  to  us  the  remarkable  combi- 
nation of  a  venr  long  beak  with  a  very  short  tongue.  The  two 
mandibles  are  K)r  three-quarters  of  their  length  perfectly  sohd^ 
the  surfaces  of  contact  being  smooth  and  fiat;  while  in  m  other 
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kmg-billed  birds  the  interior  of  both  mandibles  is  provided  with 
a  hollow  space  for  the  reception  and  action  of  a  lengthened 
tongue^  or  for  the  temporary  retention  of  their  food.  This  very 
remarkable  loid  peculiar  stmcture  has  been  noticed  by  no  author 
(as  far  I  am  aware)  except  Wagler,  who  in  his  definitions  of 
Upupa  and  Epmackus,  in  which  last  genus  he  includes  Irrisor^ 
notices  this  character^  but  without  making  any  conmient  on  its 
singularity.  It  is  sufficiently  evident  from  this  structure  that 
both  Upupa  and  Irrisor  have  very  little  affinity  to  the  Tenuiros^ 
tr€9,  in  which  the  ton^e  is  remarkably  lengthened  and  adapted 
to  the  purposes  of  suction^  and  Itrisar  cannot  therefore  be  referred 
to  the  Nectariniida,  as  supposed  by  the  Baron  de  la  Fresnaye. 
The  fact  is^  that  the  beaks  of  these  birds  are  not  constructed  for 
suction  but  for  probing,  i.  e.  for  reaching  into  deep  holes  and  cre- 
vices in  quest  of  the  larvse  of  insects.  We  know  that  the  hoopoe 
obtains  its  food  by  inserting  its  beak  into  the  holes  made  in  the 
ground  by  coprophagous  insects^  and  it  is  probable  that  the  7m- 
8or  feeds  in  a  sunilar  manner  upon  the  larvae  which  perforate 
de^ed  trees. 

Tne  beaks  of  these  two  genera  of  birds  present  another  cha- 
racter unnoticed  by  all  previous  authors^  and^  like  the  former  one^ 
believed  to  be  peculiar  to  these  two  genera  alone.  The  basal  and 
medial  portion  of  the  ridge  of  both  mandibles  is  obtusely  and 
roundedly  carinate^  but  in  proceeding  towards  the  apex^  the  ridge 
first  becomes  flattened^  then  hollowed^  and  at  last  deeply  grooved. 
In  the  Irrisor  this  flattened  portion  commences  in  both  mandi- 
bles about  the  middle  of  the  beak^  and  soon  changes  into  a  flat- 
bottomed  groove^  which  towards  the  apex  is  divided  into  two  by 
a  fine  intermediate  ridge.  In  Upupa  the  flat  space  commences 
about  two-thirds  of  the  total  length  from  the  base^  and  wants  the 
intermediate  ridge.  With  these  slight  difierences  the  beaks  of 
the  two  birds  may  be  considered  as  quite  identical  in  structure^ 
Basal  portioiL  Apical  pcMrtion. 
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while  th^  differ  as  before  remarked  from  those  of  all  other  known 
birds.  These  characters  are  shown  in  the  above  figures^  which 
represent  magnified  transverse  sections  of  the  mandibles. 
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This  peculiar  coincidence  of  structure  must,  I  submit^  be  consi- 
dered to  indicate  something  more  than  mere  analogy,  and  rather 
to  show  that  Upt^a  and  Irrisor  form  two  subdivisions  of  the  same 
superior  group ;  or  in  other  words,  that  they  have  more  affinity  to 
each  other  than  either  of  them  has  to  any  other  group  which  it 
may  resemble. 

Nor  iy*e  the  points  of  mutual  agreement  in  these  two  genera 
wholly  confined  to  the  structure  of  the  beak.  CJonsiderableaa  their 
differences  undoubtedly  are,  yet  they  are  not  overpoweringly  so. 
Theyboth  nidificate  in  hollowtrees.  Thewings  in  both  are  similarly 
formed,  the  quills  being  much  graduated^  and  the  fourth  and  fifth 
longest.  The  differences  in  the  style  of  colouring  are  not  greater 
than  we  often  meet  with  in  genera  of  the  same  subfamily,  while 
the  large  patches  of  white  on  the  remiges  and  rectrices  of  l^pupa 
have  their  counterparts  on  the  same  feathers  of  Irrisor.  The  dif- 
ferences in  the  form  of  their  tails  is  a  character  admitted  to  be 
only  of  generic^  and  in  some  genera  only  of  specific  importance. 
The  most  weighty  distinction  is  undoubtedly  to  be  found  in  the 
structure  of  their  feet,  but  this  is  not  greater  than  will  be  £Dund 
in  the  feet  of  many  terrestrial  genera  when  compared  with  the 
arboreal  forms  of  the  same  families.  If  we  look  at  the  feet  of 
ground-cuckoos,  ground-woodpeckers,  ground-parrots,  or  ground- 
pigeons,  we  shall  find  that  in  every  case  these  members  are  spe- 
cidly  modified  to  suit  the  habits  of  the  bird,  yet  this  modification 
of  the  feet  does  not  blind  us  to  the  true  affinities  of  the  species 
which  exhibit  it. 

It  may  be  said,  that  in  the  present  case  the  evidence  of  the  feet 
neutralizes  that  of  the  beak,  and  renders  it  indifferent  which  way 
we  decide  the  question.  But  this  is  not  a  correct  view  of  the  case, 
because  neither  the  feet  of  Upupa  nor  of  Irrisor  present  any  pe- 
cuUar  and  unique  structure,  such  as  we  see  in  the  beaks  of  both ; 
they  only  exhibit  a  slight  modification  of  the,  same  organs  adapted 
for  special  modes  of  life,  and  such  as  are  to  be  met  with  in  many 
other  instances  of  genera  belonging  to  one  and  the  same  sub- 
family. 

I  conclude,  therefore,  that  the  true  and  natural  series  of  affi- 
nities will  be  most  correctly  exhibited  by  preserving  Upupa  and 
Irrisor  in  juxtaposition,  and  by  including  them  both  in  the  feunily 
UpupiddB,  which  may  be  divided  into  two  subfamilies,  Upupina 
and  Irrisorime. 

We  now  come  to  a  more  difficult  question,  viz.  what  is  the  po- 
sition of  the  Upupida  with  respect  to  the  other  families  of  birds  ? 
They  certainly  are  a  very  insulated  group,  forming  what  in  geo- 
logy would  be  termed  a  remote  outlier,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  say 
to  which  of  the  more  continental  masses  they  most  nearly  approx- 
imate. Guided  by  the  elongation  of  the  beak,  the  majority  of 
authors  have  placed  them  usJbesitatingly  among  the  Temmvstres 
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or  suctorial  birdB ;  but  the  Ittter  are  diatmgmdied  by  the  length 
of  the  tongue  no  less  than  by  that  of  the  hesky  and  this  arrange- 
ment eannot  therefore  be  caUed  a  natural  one.  Baron  de  la  Fres- 
naye,  while  retaining  both  Irrisor  and  Upupa  among  the  Tenuis 
ro$tres,  connects  the  latter  with  Upucerthia  and  its  allied  genera 
{Cmelodes,  Oeontta,  Limnamis  and  Fumarius).  But  these  last 
are  merely  a  subfamily  of  the  great  S.  American  family  Certhiida, 
modified  m  accordance  with  their  terrestrial  habits^  and  the  re- 
semblance which  they  bear  to  Upupa  is  very  remote^  and  seems 
to  be  one  of  analogy  only. 

Where  then  are  the  Upupidato  be  placed  ?  This  question  can- 
not I  think  be  answered  satisfactorily  till  more  facts  are  collected 
respecting  the  food^  habits  and  anatomy  of  this  group  and  of 
others  with  which  it  may  be  compared.  It  may  howeyer  be  con- 
jectured that  they  are  allied  in  one  direction  by  means  of  .^pima* 
ckus  or  Astrapia  to  the  Paradiieida,  and  in  another  by  Meropi  to 
the  Akedinida,  as  shown  in  '  Ann.  Nat.  Hist./  vol.  yi.  plate  8^ 
and  as  originidly  suggested  by  Mr.  Vigors  in  '  Idnn.  Trans./ 
vol.  xhr.  p.  466.  In  a  third  direction  they  are  perhaps  connected 
through  Lamprotomia  with  the  Corvida. 


XXX. — VjfHm  the  Anatomy  o/Phalangium  Opilio  {Latr,). 
By  Alfred  Tulk,  M.R.C.S.,  M.B.S. 

[Continued  from  p.  165.] 

[With  a  Plate.] 

Internal  Anatomy. — Muscular  System. — ^As  might  be  antici- 
pated from  the  disproportionate  length  and  slendemess  of  the 
extremities,  as  contrasted  with  the  body  in  Phalanffium,  and  that 
the  latter  is  elevated  and  balanced  between  them  during  rapid 
flight,  when  the  creature  has  often  to  make  its  way  oyer  an  irre- 
gidar  surface  of  stones  and  herbage,  the  muscles  required  for 
such  exertions  are  of  large  size,  and  constitute  by  far  the  most 
important  portion  of  the  class  of  organs  to  which  they  belong. 
They  consist  of  numerous  strong  fascicuU,  which  arise  from  the 
interior  of  the  coxal  joints,  and  pass  forwards,  filling  up  theJatter 
cavities  almost  completely,  and  are  inserted  into  tne  trochanter. 
The  transverse  strise  upon  them  are  remarkably  distinct  and  well- 
defined,  and  the  ultimate  fibrils  of  considerable  size,  as  both  the 
one  and  the  other  may  be  seen  under  a  magnifying  power  of  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  linear.     The  sarcolemma  investing  them 
may  be  also  perceived,  either  raised  occasionally  from  their  sur- 
face, or  connecting  their  extremities  when  torn  across.    The  suc- 
ceeding joints  of  the  legs  are  too  small  to  admit  of  the  precise 
distribution  of  the  flexors  and  extensors  being  traced,  but  by  sepa- 
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rating  them  carefully  at  their  articulations,  the  muscular  fibre  is 
observed  to  be  continued  from  one  to  the  other,  as  £Eur  as  the 
distal  end  of  the  second  portion  of  the  tibia,  where  two  long  and 
delicate  tendons  are  given  off,  which  traverse  the  entire  series  of 
tarsal  joints,  running  along  their  under  surface.  The  chief 
muscles  of  the  chelicerse  and  palpi  consist  of  an  elevator  and  de- 
pressor for  each  of  these  organs,  the  latter  being  somewhat  the 
larger  of  the  two.  The  remaining  fasciculi,  connected  with  the 
other  organs  of  manducation,  are  too  minute  to  admit  of  any 
satisfactory  demonstration.  PI.  III.  fig.  13.  *  *,  however,  repre- 
sents ^  pan*  of  these,  attached  to  the  margins  of  the  second  pair 
of  jaws.  The  other  muscles  of  Phalanffium,  as  connected  with 
the  performance  of  some  special  functions,  will  be  considered  in 
speaking  of  those  structures  of  which  they  form  a  part.  I  have 
already  alluded  to  the  probable  use  of  the  longitudinal  and  oblique 
fibres  of  the  corium,  that  they  may  serve,  in  other  words,  to  di- 
minish the  bulk  of  the  animal's  body,  more  especially  that  of  the 
abdominal  cavity,  which  must  be  necessary  to  aid  in  the  expul- 
sion of  the  faeces,  the  extrusion  of  the  ova,  or  of  the  external  ge- 
nerative apparatus  in  both  sexes^ 

Organs  of  Nutrition. — Like  the  alimentary  canal  of  the  true 
Spiders  and  of  the  Scarpianida,  that  of  the  Phalangia  consists  of 
a  straight  intestine  passing  from  one  extremity  of  tne  body  to  the 
other,  but  which,  instead  of  being  more  or  less  narrow,  as  in 
them,  throughout  its  entire  course,  dilates  within  the  abdominal 
cavity,  to  form  a  wide  and  capacious  sac,  occupying  nearly  its 
whole  breadth.  It  commences  in  front  by  a  membrano-coriaceous 
pharynx  (PL  IV.  fig.  15.  ph),  which  opens  externally,  between 
the  first  and  second  pair  of  maxillse,  and  is  lodged  witmn  the  con- 
cave structure,  described  above  as  the  epipharynx  {ex).  Its  upper 
surface  is  curved,  to  adapt  itself  to  the  interior  of  the  latter,  and 

Presents  in  the  middle  an  elongated  homy  plate  (*),  the  anterior 
alf  of  which  (PL  IV.  fig.  16.  dp)  is  narrow,  deflexed,  and  con- 
stricted in  front,  towards  the  apex,  where  it  terminates  by  form- 
ing a  corneous  lip  (/),  which  is  opposed  to  two  others  (??),  placed 
lat^*ally  and  beneath  it,  the  three  nearly  meeting,  so  as  to  leave 
a  narrow  and  somewhat  triradiate  opening  into  the  pharynx  su- 
periorly, while  below  them  the  latter  expands  into  a  wide  trans- 
verse aperture  {a).  It  was  probablv  an  imperfect  view  of  the 
above  hps,  which  appear  but  as  dark  spots  when  seen  under  a 
low  power,  that  led  Savigny  f  to  admit  tiiie  existence  of  two,  and 
subsequently  three  pharyngeal  orifices  in  the  Phalangia.  The 
posterior  moiety  of  this  plate  is  emarginate  behind  and  nearly 
three  times  the  width  of  the  preceding  one,  and  deeply  grooved 
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along  its  nnder  anrfiice^  the  rides  of  this  groove  projecting  into 
the  cavitv  of  the  pharynx,  as  two  sharp  incurved  ridges.  The  an- 
terior half  oi  the  plate  appears  also  to  be  provided  with  a  minute 
channel  continuous  with  the  above.  Upon  either  side,  and  supe- 
riorly to  this  plate,  the  pharynx  is  raised  into  two  longitudinal 
and  linear  ridges,  which  are  continued,  almost  parallel  with  each 
other,  as  far  as  the  commencement  of  the  oesophagus,  and  are  fur- 
nished externally  with  elongated  conical  projections,  which  give 
attachment  to  the  tendons  of  numerous  transversely  striated  mus- 
cular fieisciculi,  s(»ne  of  which  pass  upwards,  others  obliquely  down- 
wards upon  the  ride  of  the  pharynx.  Upon  each  ride  of  the  pha« 
rynx  is  a  pair  of  short  homy  teeth  (PL  lY.  fig.  15.  /)  lying  close 
to  each  ower,  and  which  project  inwards  and  slightly  upwards 
towards  the  posterior  half  of  the  dorsal  plate.  Upon  tiieir  outer 
sides  are  similar  ridges  for  the  insertion  of  a  horisontal  set  of  mus- 
cular fibres  (m);  berides  which,  other  muscles  extend  transversely 
(ni)  over  the  pharynx,  as  far  as  its  posterior  termination.  The 
pharynx  is  broadest  in  the  middle,  and  narrows  again  towards  the 
commencement  of  the  membranous  cesophagus  {al),  which,  after 
bending  downwards  from  the  above,  passes  over  the  thoracic 
ganglion  and  forms  a  slight  dilatation  {d),  previous  to  expanding 
again  into  the  large  gastric  sac  (PI.  IV.  fig.  18.  G). 

C(mnected  with  the  above  conditions  of  the  pharyngeal  tube  in 
Phalanffium,  it  is  interesting  to  find  corresponding  modifications 
in  the  process  by  which  these  creatures  derive  their  aliment.  The 
Araneida,  from  the  extreme  minuteness  of  that  structure  and  of  the 
oesophageal  canal,  are  enabled  to  live  only  by  sucking  the  juices 
of  the  different  insects  upon  which  thejr  prey.  The  harvest-spiders, 
carnivorous  also  in  their  habits,  combine,  nowever,  the  power  of 
mastication  with  that  of  suction, — a  double  operation,  which  would 
appear  to  be  performed  in  the  following  manner.  It  will  have 
be^  seen,  in  treating  of  the  maxillary  organs,  that  owing  to  the 
oentinuity  dl  the  first  pair  of  jaws  with  tiie  margins  of  the  epi- 
stome,  and  of  the  second  pair  with  those  of  the  labium,  the  hori- 
zontal action  of  these  parts  against  each  other,  as  in  insects,  must 
be,  to  a  certain  extent,  prevented,  and  they  work  accordingly  in 
the  reverse  or  vertical  direction,  the  anterior,  the  most  moveable, 
playing  to  and  firo  in  the  concavity  formed  by  the  second  pair 
with  the  lower  lip,  and  thus  crushing  the  food  ^^  by  friction/'  as 
was  observed  by  Treviranus.  In  addition  to  these  peculiarities, 
the  homy  bow  of  the  first  maxillse  is  united  to  the  anterior  part 
of  the  pharynx  upon  either  side,  so  that  when  the  muscles  of  the 
latter  act  th^  may  probably  stretch  upon  it,  and  thereby  render 
tense  the  hollow  pouches  upon  which  it  rests.  By  these,  as  by  a 
couple  of  pads,  the  body  of  the  captured  insect  may  then  be  com- 
pressed and  crushed^  so  as  to  cause  the  fluids,  aided  by  the  capil- 
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lary  action  of  the  soft  liairs  upon  the  surface  of  the  maxillse,  to 
flow  through  the  trilabiate  opening  into  the  channel  of  the  dorsal 
plate  of  the  pharynx;  while  the  hard  and  soUd  parts^  already  much 
softaied,  wUl  be  received  by  the  larger  aperture  into  the  general 
cavity  of  the  latter^  and  undergo  further  trituration  between  its 
lateral  pairs  of  teeth  previous  to  entering  the  oesophagus.  I  state 
these  opinions  relative  to  their  uses^  as  they  have  appeared  to  be 
deducible  firom  the  arrangement  of  the  parts  in  question,  it  being 
scarcely  possible,  from  their  minuteness,  to  test  this  subject  by 
actual  observation.    The  reader  is  referred  to  the  very  interest* 
ing  paper  by  Captain  T.  Hutton*  upon  the  habits  of  a  large  spe- 
cies o£  GaleodeSf  as  affording  evidence  that  other  genera  of  Tra- 
cheary  Arachnida  also  devour  their  food  whole.    The  harvest- 
spiders,  at  least  the  present  species,  are  nocturnal  in  their  habits, 
and  capture  their  prey,  consisting  of  flies,  musquitoes,  and  small 
lepidoptera,  by  stealing  cautiously  towards  it,  and  making  a  gli- 
ding spring  upon  the  victim  when  within  reach.  Harbst  t  has  wdl 
described  their  predatory  actions,  when  he  says,  *^Sie  springrai 
undstiirzen  auf  die  Beute,  wie  die  Katseauf  die  Maus,  und  halten 
sie  mit  den  Palpen  wie  mit  Handen  sdbst/^     I  have  repeatedly 
seen  individuals  of  P,  camutumf  when  in  confinement,  pursue 
each  other  with  the  utmost  pertinacity,  the  larger  genmdly 
pouncing  upon  the  smaller,  and  having  brought  them  within 
reach  of  the  dielicers  and  palpi  by  grappling  them  with  their 
long  legs,  proceed  to  devour  the  iJody,  laaving  the  extremities 
untouched.    They  use  one  of  their  legs  occasionally,  to  sup- 
port the  food  to  their  mouth.     It  may  be  also,  that  the  ap- 
pendages to  the  second  pair  of  coxal  joints  serve  some  similar 
purpose. 

I  proceed  now  to  consider  the  remainder  of  the  digestive  ap- 
paratus, so  remarkable  from  the  numerous  e»cal  pouches  which 
are  given  off  from  it,  and  which  completely  conceal  the  continue 
ation  of  its  canal  upon  the  upper  surfEtce.  These  aeea  may  be 
conveniently  divide4  as  regards  their  position,  into  those  sitaated 
upon  the  dorsal  sur&ce  of  the  canal,  those  upon  the  ventral^  and 
others  upon  the  sides,  and,  as  to  size,  into  large  and  rnnaU  cneaJ 
Beginning  with  the  superior  group,  the  first  are  a  pair  of  large 
oblong  sacs  (PI.  lY.  fig.  17.  A  A),  situated  one  upon  either  side 
of  the  median  line,  and  extending  the  entire  lengdi  of  the  abdo- 
men. They  are  somewhat  broadest  posteriorly,  and  o^^^  ^^^^ 
about  a  £9urth  of  the  width  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  liiey  are 
attached,  as  are  two  other  pairs  of  long  caeca,  to  the  intestine 
throughout  their  entire  length,  being  formed,  as  it  were,  by  di- 
verticula of  the  coats  of  the  latter,  tli^  edges  of  which,  adharent, 

^  AxmslB  (tf  Nat.  Hist.,  Au^t  1S43.  i  Of.ci^ 
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merely  leave  an  opening  of  communication  at  the  anterior  extre- 
mity of  the  Baes.    Between  these  two  cseca  is  a  groove  or  depres- 
sion^ which  expands  in  fkmt^  and  lodges  the  posterior  division  oi 
the  triloeular  heart,  upon  either  side  of  which,  resting  partly  upon 
these  eseca,  is  the  upper  pair  of  bihary  vessels.    Directly  in  front 
of  these  laree  c»ca  are  four  rows  of  small  ones,  reachmg  as  far 
forwards  as  the  anterior  part  of  the  thoracic  cavity.  The  two  an- 
terior {(o/J,  VV),  which  Ue  against  the  sides  of  the  middle  optie 
nerve,  consist  each  of  a  pair  of  globular  pouches ;  the  third  row, 
appearing  to  be  formed  of  two  upon  either  side  {dd),  has,  in 
reality,  only  one  like  the  preceding,  but  divided  by  a  deep  con- 
striction.    The  fourth  and  last  row  {JdF)  seems  also  to  be  made 
up  of  the  same  number,  but  the  double  character  is  here  due  to 
the  projection  upwardB  of  the  rounded  extremity  of  a  pair  of 
CKca  {ee),  which  open  into  the  anterior  end  of  two  long  inferior 
saes  (PL  IV.  fig.  IB.  ee)  presently  to  be  described.   Between  the 
four  posterior  pouches  hes  the  middle  chamber  of  the  heart 
(PI.  IV.  fig.  17.  H),  and  upon  them  the  loop  of  the  upper  biliary 
tubes.     The  anterior  divisbn  of  the  heart  rests  between  the  two 
succeeding  pairs.  Inferi(Mrly,  but  upon  the  sides  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  is  tiie  pair  of  long  csca  (PL  IV.  fig.  18.  C  C)  alluded  to 
above.  They  are  longer  acid  narrower,  less  flattened  than  the  su- 
perior pair,  and  wid^  out  behind,  upon  either  side  of  the  rectum 
(r).   Between  them  the  gastric  sac  (6)  forms  a  considerable  dila- 
tation downwards.     Upon  either  side  of  the  intestine  is  a  row  of 
four  small  fladc-shaped  sacs  (PL  IV.  fig.  17.  a,  i,  c,  <Q,  bent  down- 
wards, when  '^  in  sitii/'  agunst  the  sides  of  the  abdominid  cavity, 
and  which,  commencing  opposite  to  the  anterior  end  of  the  large 
superior  cseca,  diminish  in  size  firom  before  backwards,  and  reach 
to  their  opposite  extremity.     Treviranus  has  described  them  as 
opening  into  the  two  long  inferior  caeca,  which  is  certainly  incor- 
rect.    They  lie  in  the  interval  between  them  and  the  superior 
pair,  but  are  attached  to  another  pair  of  elongated  lateral  eflec- 
tions  (B  B)  of  the  intestine,  perfectly  distinct  from  either  of  the 
former,  though  partly  concecJed  by  them,  and  which  have  been 
figured  by  Bamdohrf  under  the  title  of  the  "  grosse  gefranzte 
Seiten2otten,^^  in  allusion  to  their  series  of  appended  sacs.     By 
making  a  transverse  section  through  the  middle  of  the  abdo- 
minal viscera,  as  has  been  done  at  fig.  19,  the  relative  posi- 
tion of  these  (B  B),  and  of  the  two  other  pairs  of  large  caeca 
(A  A,  C  C),  to  the  stomach  is  very  well  seen,  as  also  the  extent  to 
whkh  they  surround  the  cavity  of  the  latter.    It  may  be  observed 
likewise;,  that,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  these  caeca,  the  upper  two- 
tiiirds  of  the  gastric  sac  (S)  presents  an  irregularly  pentagonal 
form^  while  below  {*)  its  sur&ce  is  convex.    Upon  the  outer  side 

t  Op,cii, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


348    Mr.  A.  Talk  an  the  Anatomy  o/Phalangiam  Opilio* 

of  the  tluree  anterior  pairs  of  small  cnca  are  three  other  dilata- 
tions: the  two  anterior  (PL  IV.  fig.  17.  hff),  one  of  which  is 
slightly  longer  than  the  other^  appear  to  unite  and  open  by  a 
common  neck  into  the  intestine ;  the  posterior,  nearly  twice  their 
length  {ff),  curves  backwards,  and  terminates  distinct  from  the 
other  two.  There  are  thus  thirty  cseca  to  the  alimentary  canal  of 
P.  Opilio ;  not  thirty-one,  as  stated  by  Ramdohr,  who  represents 
an  azygos  pouch  as  arising  between  the  two  most  anterior  cseca, 
but  which,  with  Treviranus,  I  have  been  unable  to  detect.  Poste- 
riorly, the  alimentary  canal  terminates  by  a  short  and  wide  rec- 
tum (r),  which  opens  externally  between  the  last  of  the  dorsal 
and  ventral  segments  of  the  abdomen,  the  anus  being  situated 
upon  a  level  with  the  latter. 

With  regard  to  the  probable  function  which  the  above  nume- 
rous csecal  appendages  may  perform  in  the  process  of  digestion^ 
it  is  difficult  to  offer  any  very  satisfactory  conjecture.  Charac- 
teristic as  they  appear  to  be  in  general  of  the  alimentary  canal  in 
those  creatures  which  live  exclusively  upon  the  fluids  of  others^ 
such  as  the  Planaria,  the  leech,  the  Aphrodite,  the  Nieothoe,  and 
in  the  Arachnida,  the  spiders  and  scorpions,  with  the  Acaridean 
genera  Ixodes  and  Gamasus,  one  would  have  expected  to  have 
found  these  organs  less  developed  in  the  present  group,  from  the 
very  circumstance,  already  stated,  of  their  mouth  being  adapted 
also  to  the  purposes  of  mastication ;  and  yet,  strangely  enough, 
their  number  and  size  is  greater  even  than  what  is  met  with  in 
the  purely  blood-sucking  .Ajraneidans.  By  some  writers  the  parts 
in  question  have  been  r^arded  as  so  many  reservoirs,  in  which 
the  nutriment  may  be  stored  up,  so  as  to  serve  the  animal  for 
some  length  of  time,  but  this  is  an  opinion  which  seems  scarcely 
applicable  to  Phalanffium,  from  the  following  facts.  The  dilated 
stomach  usually  contains  a  smooth,  black  and  oval  mass  of  excre- 
mentitious  matter  (PL  IV.  fig.  20.  f,  nat.  size),  and  what  is  sin- 
gular, this  {e,  magnified)  is  inclosed  in  a  distinct  membranous 
covering  (m)  which  surrounds  it  continuously,  and  is  thrown 
into  slight  transverse  folds.  The  mass  still  adheres  together 
after  the  latter  has  been  removed,  and,  upon  being  broken  up, 
is  found  to  consist  of  the  debris,  or  undigested  hard  parts  of  va- 
rious insects,  such  as  the  eyes,  l^s,  wings,  antennse,  &c.,  imbedded 
in  a  granular  substance.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  contents  of 
the  cseca  be  examined,  it  will  be  seen  to  be  a  granular  substance 
also,  exhibiting  under  the  microscope  a  similar  appearance  to  the 
above,  with  this  difference,  however,  that  along  with  it  no  traces 
of  organic  remains  can  be  detected.  May  it  not  be  inferred  from 
this,  that  one  office  at  least  of  the  cseca  is  to  secrete  this  matter, 
which,  discharged  into  the  stomach,  agglutinates  the  particles  of 
food  together  ?   The  investing  membrane  of  the  fbces  may  serve 
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to  protect  the  delicate  coats  of  the  intestine  from  laceration,  by 
the  sharp  and  often  spiny  nature  of  their  contents. 

Of  the  two  pairs  of  vessels  described  by  Treviranus  and  men- 
tioned above  as  biliary  tubes  (Gallgefasse),  the  superior  (PL  IV. 
fig.  17. 8v,  sv),  after  forming  a  loop  upon  the  posterior  rows  of 
small  cseca,  winds  round  the  intestine  from  the  dorsal  to  its  ven- 
tral aspect,  where  it  crosses  part  of  the  ovarium  in  the  female,  and 
is  in  relation  with  the  origins  of  the  tracheal  trunks,  and  returns 
into  itself  to  form  a  single  tube,  which  passes  directly  forwards, 
and  is  lost  among  the  muscles  of  the  manducatory  apparatus. 
The  second  pair  (PI.  IV.  fig.  18.  «t/  «t/)  are  situated  more  to  the 
sides  of  the  alimentary  canal,  but  I  have  been  unable  to  trace 
their  course.  Treviranus  states  that  it  is  shorter  than  the  pre- 
ceding one,  and  ends  between  the  csecal  pouches.  It  is,  however, 
probably  also  continued  onwards  to  the  cibarial  organs,  and  the 
two  pairs  together  may,  perhaps,  exercise  some  saUvary  function 
in  rdation  to  those  complex  parts. 

The  structure  designated  by  Treviranus  as  the  fatty  mass  (/) 
consists  of  a  series  of  longitudinal  and  parallel  intestiniform  bodies, 
formed  by  membranous  tubes,  containing  granular  matter  in 
their  interior,  and  which  lie  upon  the  under  surface  of  the  sto- 
mach.    They  may  fulfil  the  fiinction  of  a  liver. 

Organs  of  Circulation, — These  in  Phalangium  are  as  simple  as 
the  other  structures  are  comphcated.  They  consist  of  a  heart 
divided  into  three  chambers,  lying  in  a  groove  upon  the  upper 
surface  of  the  alimentary  canal.  The  posterior  division  (PI.  IV. 
fig.  17.  p)  is  situated,  pyriform  in  shape,  between  the  anterior  ex- 
tremities of  the  two  large  superior  cseca,  its  broad  end  forwards, 
being  received  into  a  corresponding  expanded  portion  of  the 
groove.  The  middle  chamb^  (H),  about  the  same  size  as  the 
two  terminal,  is  contracted  in  the  middle  like  an  hour-glass,  and 
placed  between  the  two  posterior  rows  of  small  cseca,  being  in 
relation,  upon  either  side,  with  the  longitudinal  portion  of  the 
loop  of  upper  saUvary  vessek.  The  anterior  division  (a"),  of  the 
same  shape  as  the  posterior,  Ues  in  a  depression  between  the  two 
anterior  rows  of  caeca,  and  is  prolonged  downwards  obliquely  as 
a  minute  vessel,  which,  curving  again  upon  itself,  runs  horizon- 
tally forwards.  The  structure  of  the  heart  is  composed  of  a  se- 
ries of  transverse,  curved  and  muscular  bands,  leaving  between 
them  li^t  and  membranous  intervals.  It  is  plentiftdly  suppUed 
with  nerves,  which  take  a  longitudinal  course  over  it. 

Generative  Organs. — ^Were  the  anatomist  familiar  only  with 
the  anomalous  conditions  of  the  generative  system  in  the  Pulmo- 
nary Arachnida,  with  the  singular  transference  of  the  means  of 
fecundation  to  the  extremities  of  the  palpi  in  the  male  spider,  and 
the  termination  of  the  internal  organs,  in  both  sexes,  by  a  simple 
Ann,  ^  Mag,  N.  Hist,   Fb/.xii.  S 
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transverse  outlet  upon  the  under  surface  of  the  abdomen,  he  would 
hardly  be  prepared  to  find^  in  dissecting  one  of  the  present  group 
of  animals  for  the  first  time,  not  only  well-developed  internal 
organs,  but  an  external  male  and  female  apparatus  for  repro- 
duction, comparable  even,  &om  its  size  and  complexity,  to  that 
met  with  in  insects.  To  such  a  degree  may  importont  <ufferenoes 
in  the  structure  of  internal  parts  be  masked  by  analogies  of  out- 
ward form. 

The  organs  of  generation  in  the  nude  of  Phalangium  Opilio 
consist  of  a  penis  inclosed  within  a  sheath,  a  vas  deferens,  and 
certain  excretory  glands,  the  analogues  of  the  testes.  All  these 
parts  are  situated  within  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  towards  its 
anterior  extremity,  lying  along  its  under  surface,  immediately  be- 
neath the  integument. 

The  testes  are  formed  by  a  cluster  of  elongated,  narrow  and 
sUghtly  tortuous  csecal  tub^  (PL  IV.  fig.  21.  st),  situated  above 
the  sheath  of  the  penis  when  the  latter  is  "  in  situ/'  and  which, 
converging  towards  a  central  point,  combine  to  form  a  single  sper- 
matic duct  (r),  which  is  continued  onwards  to  the  extremity  of 
the  male  organ.  The  above  cluster  of  seminal  tubes  is  in  relation 
above  with  the  medio-abdominal  nerve,  which  crosses  over  it,  and 
the  under  surface  of  the  gastric  sac ;  on  either  side  of  it  are  seen 
the  long  inferior  caeca  of  the  Ijitter,  and  emerging  fix)m  among 
the  lateral  tubes,  the  nervous  ganglia  (n^)  which  supply  these 
organs. 

The  duct  or  vas  deferens  (v),  given  off  as  already  stated,  passea 
in  a  tortuous  direction  above  the  testes,  which  it  resembles  in  tex- 
ture very  much  in  the  posterior  half  of  its  course,  and  extends  to 
about  twice  their  length  within  the  abdominal  cavity.  Its  ante- 
rior half  is  tough  and  homy  (t/'),  and  surrounded,  nearly  as  far 
as  its  entrance  into  the  penis,  by  an  oblong  ovoid  body  of  consi- 
derable density  and  thickness  (v). 

The  penis  (PI.  IV.  fig.  22.  /?),  though  simple  in  its  structure, 
is  remarkable  from  its  length,  nearly  equaUing  the  half  of  that 
of  the  abdomen.  It  is  composed  of  two  distinct  portions,  a  body 
(p)  and  glans  (y),  both  of  a  very  firm  coriaceous  texture. 

The  body,  which  constitutes  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  the 
organ,  is  slightly  curved  throughout  its  entire  length,  the  conca- 
vity being  du*ected  upwards,  and  broad  behind  at  its  commence- 
ment, gradually  narrows  towards  its  anterior  extremity.  It  is 
compressed  from  above  downwards  and  grooved  upon  the  upper 
surface.  At  its  base  it  presents  superiorly  a  large  crescentic 
opening  (a)  for  the  passage  of  the  continuation  of  the  spermatic 
duct,  or  the  ductus  ejaculatorius,  which  traverses  it  throughout 
as  a  rigid  homy  tube  {t),  and  opens  into  the  base  of  the  glans. 
The  termination  of  the  body  of  the  penis  in  front  is  somewhat 
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dilated^  and  exhibits  two  small,  oval  and  concave  plates  (ps), 
situated  upon  its  upper  surface,  and  diverging  obliquel;^  from  the 
dorsal  groove  upon  either  side.  They  are  darker  in  colour  than 
the  rest  of  the  body,  and  separated  internally  from  each  other  by 
a  narrow  space.  Their  outer  margin,  dark  brown,  is  prolonged 
in  the  middle  in  a  triangular  shape,  and  curved  towards  the  me- 
dian line.  The  second  piece  of  the  male  organ  or  glans  {p)  is 
articulated  to  the  former  in  a  ginglymoid  manner,  and  rests  ob- 
Uquely  downwards  upon  the  two  above-mentioned  plates.  It  is 
widest  behind  where  it  projects  in  a  rounded  base,  which  has  two 
slender  elevator  muscles  attached  to  it,  is  concave  upon  its  upper 
and  lower  sur&ce,  and  furnished  at  the  apex  with  a  small,  acute, 
slightly  bent  and  moveable  hook,  at  the  base  of  which,  inferiorly, 
is  a  nunute  triangular  aperture  for  the  exit  of  the  seminal  secre- 
tion. 

The  whole  of  this  penis  is  contained  in  a  sheath  (PL  IV.  fig.  23. 
sh)  of  similar  contexture,  which  is  situated  partly  in  the  hollow 
of  the  sternum  (s),  and  partly  against  the  ventral  parietes,  being 
about  twice  the  length  of  the  former.  It  is  broader  than  the  or- 
gan it  incloses,  and  being  more  or  less  transparent,  admits  of  the 
outline  of  the  penis  (p)  being  very  distinctly  seen  through  its 
parietes.  Though  described  by  Treviranus  as  a  simple  sheath, 
this  organ  consists  of  two  elongated  pieces  with  well-defined 
margins,  connected  to  each  other  by  a  membrane,  which  is  very 
easily  torn  through  in  dissection  if  care  be  not  used,  and  gives 
the  idea  at  first,  of  the  structure  in  question  being  formed  by  a 
couple  of  separate  valves.  The  lower  of  these  pieces  is  carinate 
in  form,  to  adapt  itself  to  the  corresponding  surface  of  the  penis 
against  which  it  rests,  and  is  continuous  behind  with  the  inferior 
part  of  the  margin  of  the  opening  in  the  base  of  that  organ ;  its 
lateral  borders  become  thicker  towards  their  anterior  extremity, 
and  terminate  by  curving  outwards  as  two  homy  projections  or 
hooks  (A),  which  are  connected  upon  either  side  to  the  edges  of 
the  sternal  plate,  with  an  inflection  of  which  the  inferior  part  of 
the  sheath  is  confluent  anteriorly  {a).  The  second  portion  of  the 
sheath,  attached  to  the  remaining  edge  of  the  urethral  opening, 
extendi  almost  flat  over  the  upper  grooved  surface  of  the  penis, 
and  ends  in  front  by  a  rounded  fi^  bordejr  (*).  From  the  open- 
ing between  the  two  conjoined  pieces  the  glans  of  the  male  or- 
gan protrudes. 

The  relative  position  of  the  above  parts  "  in  situ"  is  precisely 
as  follows : — Inferiorly,  lying  within  its  sheath  in  the  concavity 
of  the  sternum,  is  the  intromittent  organ.  Above,  covering  the 
Ulterior  half  of  the  sheath,  the  divergent  angles  of  the  latter,  and 
the  glans  penis  being  partially  visible,  is  the  cluster  of  seminal 
vessels.     Immediately  behind  the  latter  is  the  homy  portion  of 
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the  vas  deferens  in  its  surrounding  body^  lying  lengthways  upon 
the  upper  siu*face  of  the  posterior  half  of  tne  sheath^  but  not  ex- 
tending quite  to  its  base,  so  as  to  leave  the  opening  into  the  penis 
perfectly  visible.  The  two  structures  called  by  Treviranus  the 
ligaments  of  the  sheath,  are,  without  doubt,  a  pair  of  retractor 
muscles  (PL  IV.  fig.  21.  rm).  They  arise,  broadest,  upon  either 
side  of  the  opening  in  the  base  of  the  penis,  and  passing  back- 
wards along  the  under  surface  of  the  abdomen,  where  they  come 
into  relation  with  the  two  branches  and  their  ganglia  of  the  medio- 
abdominal  nerve  (ng),  diverge  to  be  inserted  into  the  lateral  an- 
gles of  the  penultimate  dorsal  arc.  Part  of  the  fibres  of  these 
muscles  are  continued  onwards  from  their  origin  to  form  a  mus- 
cular sheath,  apparently  composed  of  large  and  detached  ultimate 
fibrils  arranged  side  by  side  in  a  single  laver,  over  the  sheath  of 
the  penis,  the  vas  deferens  and  seminal  tubes. 

Behind  the  testes,  extending  across  the  under  surface  of  the 
stomach,  is  a  broad  intestiniform  tube  (♦),  curved  in  the  shape  of 
a  Z,  and  constricted  in  five  or  more  distinct  places,  which  is  sup- 
posed by  Treviranus  to  belong  to  the  generative  system  of  the 
male,  as  it  is  met  with  only  in  that  sex,  and  to  perform  some 
function  connected  with  the  elab(»ration  (Absonderung)  of  semen. 
It  is  membranous,  and  contains  a  granular-looking  substance,  and 
terminates  by  its  extremities  in  two  long  filiform  tubes,  which  are 
said  also  by  Treviranus  to  lose  themselves  among  the  blind  ap- 
pendages of  the  alimentary  canal.  I  have  examin^  the  direction 
of  these  minute  ducts  with  great  care,  and  find  that  they  pass 
forwards  and  curve  round  the  tracheal  trunks  near  to  their  origin 
fipom  above  downwards,  and  are  lost  at  the  inner  extremity  of  the 
spiracular  groove,  where  they  may  probably  op^i  externally.  The 
function  assigned  to  this  part  is  thus  rendered  extremely  proble- 
matical. 

It  is  doubtless  preparatory  to  the  intercourse  of  the  sexes,  that, 
during  the  autumn,  many  male  specimens  of  Phcdangium  may  be 
taken,  having  the  penis  and  its  sheath  completely  extruded  m>m 
the  cavity  in  which  they  before  lay  concealed  (Pi.  IV.  fig.  25.). 
In  this  operation  the  sheath  is  turned  inside  out,  and  the  curved 
and  flexible  hooks  upon  either  anterior  angle  turn  also  over,  firom 
above,  downwards  and^  backwards,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
process.  But  not  only  do  the  external  organs  of  generation  thus 
undergo  a  remarkable  change  of  position,  but  the  internal  are,  to 
a  certain  extent,  displaced.  The  homy  portion  of  the  vas  defe- 
rens and  its  surrounding  body,  appended  close  to  the  root  of  the 
penis  (PL  IV.  fig.  28.  t/v),  and  the  muscles  upon  either  side  of  the 
latter,  are  thrust  out  of  the  abdomen  along  with  that  oi^an,  and 
as  it  quits  its  investing  sheath  enter  the  latter,  but  are  in  contact 
then  with  its  external  surface,  changed  by  eversion,  to  within.  Th^ 
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first  of  these  organs  (PI.  IV.  fig.  24.  t/')  may  be  readily  seen 
through  the  extruded  sheath^  where  its  presence  is  indicated  by 
a  dark  Une,  shadowed  externally,  and  may  be  even  drawn  into  it, 
when  the  parts  are  all  in  their  natural  position,  by  laying  hold  of 
the  extremity  (rf  the  penis  with  a  fine  pair  of  forceps.  The  extru- 
sion is,  I  believe,  eflfected  by  the  contraction  of  the  fibres  of  the 
corium,  which,  by  diminishmg  the  abdominal  cavity,  press  upon 
the  generative  organs  from  behind  and  cause  them  to  spring  out, 
while  the  retraction  of  the  penis,  and  with  it,  oS.  course,  the  sheath, 
is  performed  by  the  two  special  muscles  above  described.  I  may 
observe,  that,  owing  to  the  protrusion  of  the  anterior  part  of  the 
vas  deferens,  the  whole  of  it  is  placed  in  a  more  dir^  position 
in  relation  to  the  seminal  c»ca,  and  the  passage  into  it^  of  the 
secretion  firom  the  latter,  thus  greatly  fiunUtated. 

EXPLANATION  OF  PLATE  IV. 

Fig,  15.  Inlerior  view  of  the  epiphaiynz,  to  ahow  the  phaT3rDZ  lodged  in  its 
interiory  and  the  commencement  of  the  cBsophagua ;  A  A  are  the 
first  pair  of  maxillae  with  their  homy  bows ;  2  2,  second  joints  of 
the  palpi ;  $,  the  vertical  septum. 

Fig,  16.  Anterior  opening  into  the  pbatynz ;  ilp  is  the  deflexed  termination 
of  the  dorsal  plate  of  the  latter,  forming  at  its  apex  a  corneous  lip ; 
m  m  are  muscular  fasciculi. 

Fig.  17.  The  alimentary  apparatus,  seen  from  its  upper  surface,  the  pharynx 
and  ossophagus  having  been  removed. 

Fig.  18.  The  same,  m>m  below.  The  corresponding  cssea  are  lettered  the 
same  in  both  these  figures. 

Fig.  19.  An  oblique  transverse  section  of  the  abdominal  viscera  through  their 
middle  m  a  female  Phalangium  Opiiia,  The  epidermis  has  been  re- 
moved, leaving  only  the  membranous  layer  m'm'  beneath  it,  with 
the  fibres  of  the  corium,  m  m,  resting  thereupon ;  the  relations  of 
the  ovarium,  O,  and  ovipositor,  or,  are  also  seen. 

Fig.  20.  Oval  mass  of  fseces,  incited  in  its  membranous*  capsule. 

F^.  21.  The  male  generative  oigans  dissected  out,  and  seen  from  their 
under  surfiu^ ;  e  c  are  the  pair  of  latero-inferior  long  casca ;  a,  the 
anus. 

Fig.  22.  The  penis,  the  sheath  havine  been  removed,  viewed  from  above. 

Fig,  23.  The  same^  lying  within  its  uieath,  $h,  in  the  concavity  of  the  ster- 
num, s. 

Fig.  24.  The  sheath  and  penis  extruded  from  the  sexual  opening,  seen  from 
their  inferior  surface ;  1,2,  3,  4,  coxas  of  legs ;  B  is  the  second 

riir  of  jaws ;  D,  appendages  to  second  coxal  loints. 
male  P.  Opilio,  viewed  from  the  side,  with  the  sexual  organs  ex- 
truded.   The  legs  have  been  cut  off,  through  the  extremities  of 
the  third  joints. 
The  preceding  figures  are  magnified  as  in  Plate  III. 
[To  be  continued.] 

•  I  have  been  unable  to  discover  with  the  microscope  any  traces  of  a 
distinct  structure  in  the  membrane  forming  this  sac,  the  texture  of  which  is 
smooth,  homogeneous,  and  so  thin  as  to  be  transparent  Its  existence  has 
been  very  constant  in  the  many  specimens  of  Phalangium  which  I  have  ex- 
amined. 
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XXXI.— TTfe?  Birds  of  Ireland,    By  Wm.  Thompson,  Esq., 
Pres.  Nat.  Hist.  Society,  Belfast. 

[Continued  from  p.  38.] 

This  Partridge — Perdix  cinerea,  Briss. — ^is  common  in 
suitable  localities  throughout  Ireland*,  but  may  be  set  down 
in  general  terms  as  less  plentiful  than  in  England,  and  the 
more  southern  portion  of  Scotland.  This,  however,  is  not 
owing  to  any  natural  causes,  but  to  the  superior  cultivation 
of  the  land,  and  greater  care  bestowed  upon  the  preservation 
of  the  species  in  Great  Britain, 

Where  partridges  are  rigidly  protected  in  Ireland,  as  on  the  estate 
of  the  late  Earl  O'Neil,  I  have  on  two  or  three  occasions,  when 
riding  in  the  autumnal  evenings  after  sunset  between  Randalstown 
and  Toome,  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  heard  their  shrill,  but  most 
pleasing  calb  constantly  uttered,  and  have  seen  a  covey  in  almost 
every  little  field.  On  looking  to  the  food  contained  in  a  few  par- 
tridges, shot  in  different  locsdities  in  the  early  spring,  it  was  found 
to  be  chiefly  grass,  and  occasionally  other  green  vegetable  matter ; 
in  one  instance  the  tender  leaves  of  a  thistle,  and  a  few  seeds.  A 
sportsman  informs  me  that  he  has  often  found  "  clocks"  (coleopte- 
rous insects)  in  those  killed  in  the  mountains : — the  partridge  not 
uncommonly  frequents  mountain-heaths  contiguous  to  cultivated 
ground. 

There  is  a  singular  difference  in  habit  between  the  partridge  of 
the  north  of  Ireland  and  that  of  the  opposite  portion  of  Scotland, 
as  is  well  known  to  sportsmen  who  have  shot  in  the  different 
countries,  and  which  I  have  myself  remarked  with  some  interest. 
An  Irish  covey  generally  springs  without  uttering  a  call,  but  the 
Scotch  covey  shrieks  wi^  all  its  might  when  sprung.  The  Scotch 
birds  too,  even  where  very  little  molested,  more  knowingly  take  care 
of  themselves  tlian  the  Irish :  their  watchfulness  is  extraordinary. 
Their  sense  of  hearing,  as  well  as  of  sight,  must  be  remarkably 
acute.  I  recollect  that  on  one  day  in  the  month  of  October,  an  ex- 
perienced sportsman  and  myself  sprung  either  twenty-four  or  twenty- 
six  covies  (nearly  all  double,  or  containing  about  two  dozen  of  birds,) 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ballantrae,  when  they  one  and  all  not  only 
forbade  a  near  approach,  but,  though  we  advanced  as  silently  as  pos- 
sible, never  let  us  into  the  same  field  with  them. 

The  Quail — Perdia?  Cotumix,  Lath. — is  a  common  spe- 
cies in  summer  throughout  the  cultivated  districts ;  and  great 
numbers  winter  in  the  island.     Montagu,  writing  in  1802^ 

*  Lieut.  Rejrnolds,  R.N.,  of  the  Coast  Guard  Service,  an  ardent  sports- 
many  who  was  stationed  at  Achil  in  1834,  when  Mr.  R.  Ball  and  I  vuited 
the  island,  stated  that  neither  partridges  nor  quails  were  at  that  time  found 
there.  As  the  island  is  chiefly  covered  with  heath,  grouse  might  be  sup- 
posed to  be  common ;  but  they  were  said  to  be  scarce,  on  account  of  ue 
number  both  of  '*  four-footed  and  winged  vermin." 
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says^  with  respect  to  England,  and  probably  alluding  chiefly 
to  the  south,  where  he  resided^  that  these  birds  are  "  in  much 
less  quantity  than  formerly/'  Mr.  Selby  in  1825  remarks, 
that  "  they  now  visit  us  in  much  fewer  numbers  than  they 
formerly  did,  and  their  appearance  in  the  midland  and  north- 
em  counties  of  England  has  of  lat^  years  been  a  rare  occur- 
rence.'* In  1837,  Mr.  Macgillivray  observes — *^it  is  seldom 
that  they  are  now  met  with  in  Scotland.''  It  may  appear 
singular,  yet  true  it  is,  that  all  this  while  they  have  been  in- 
creasing throughout  Ireland*;  and  that  of  late  years  there 
has  been  a  decided  augmentation  in  the  quantity  remaining 
during  winter. 

In  the  wheat  districts  around  Belfast,  quails  were  always  com- 
mon, but  in  a  locality  well  known  to  me,  stretching  towards  the 
mountain  base,  where  oats  were  always  grown  in  quantity,  they  did 
not  appear  until  the  introduction  of  wheat ;  but,  though  this  grain 
has  almost  ceased  to  be  cultivated  there,  the  birds  continue  in  the 
district.  J.  V.  Stewart,  Esq.,  in  a  letter  dated  Rockhill,  Letterkenny, 
Feb.  3,  1837,  remarks,  that  "  quails  are  only  found  in  the  most 
improved  lowland  parts  of  the  county  of  Donegal ;  and  where  some 
years  since  they  were  very  rare,  are  now  becoming  annually  much 
more  common.  This  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  increased  growth 
of  wheat."  In  the  year  1837,  I  learned  from  the  late  T.  F.  Neligan, 
Esq.  of  Tralee,  that  "  within  the  preceding  eight  or  ten  years  the 
qucol  had  become  much  more  common  in  the  county  of  Kerry, 
within  which  period  cultivation  had  much  extended." 

Thus,  in  keeping  pace  with  the  cultivation  of  grain  in  the  north- 
west and  south-west  extremities  of  this  island,  it  may  appear  extra- 
ordinary that  the  numbers  of  these  birds  visiting  Great  Britain 
should  have  so  diminished  in  the  present  century,  when  cultivation 
has  been  so  vastly  improved.  But  the  higher  state  of  cultivation  is 
one  thing,  and  the  introduction  of  grain- crops  into  districts  in  which 
they  were  before  unknown  is  another ;  and  though  it  may  appear 
strange,  yet  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  the  slovenly  system  of 
farming  in  Ireland,  unfortunately  too  general,  is  one  source  of  the 
quaiU'  attraction  to  the  country,  as,  at  all  seasons,  the  weeds  among 
the  stubble  supply  these  birds  with  abundance  of  food. 

With  respect  to  the  quails'  continuance  during  winter  in  numbers 
throughout  Ireland,  to  the  extreme  north,  I  gave  some  details  in 
the  4th  volume  of  the  'Annals'  (p.  284),  the  purport  of  which 
was,  that  for  many  years  past  they  have  been  daily,  during  winter, 

*  The  following  extract  from  '  A  Brife  Description  of  Ireland  made  in 
thii  yeere  1589,  by  Robert  Payne/  shows  that  quails  were  common  at  that 
period.  "  There  be  great  store  of  wild  swannes,  cranes,  phesantes,  par- 
trigesy  heathcocks,  plouers,  greene  and  gray,  curlewes,  woodcockes,  rayles, 
quailes,  and  all  other  fowles  much  more  plentiful!  than  in  England.  You 
may  buy  a  dosen  of  quailes  for  iii.d.,  a  dosen  of  woodcockes  for  iiii.d.,  and 
all  other  fowles  fatabue." — Reprinted  in  Tracts  relating  to  Ireland,  printed 
for  the  Irish  Archaeological  Society :  Dublin,  1841. 
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exposed  for  sale  in  the  shops*,  and,  that  in  yarious  parts  of  th^ 
counties  of  Down  and  Antrim,  a  friend  when  snipe- shooting  at  that 
season  always  meets  with  them  in  patches  of  cultivated  ground  lying 
between  one  bog  and  another.  In  some  winters  he  has  remarked 
quails  to  be  as  common  as  they  are  in  autumn,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  partridge-shooting  season.  So  many  as  ten  brace  were 
shot  by  a  young  sportsman  during  a  forenoon  in  the  winter  of  1837— 
38,  in  stubble-Selds  adjacent  to  Belfeuit  bay  f*  More  have  wintered 
here  in  the  comparatively  mild  seasons  of  the  last  dozen  years  than 
formerly.  But  that  quaUs  have  for  a  long  time  past  remained  p^* 
manently  in  9ome  quantity  in  the  counties  last  named,  I  have  the 
testimony  of  a  veteran  sportsman,  who,  from  meeting  with  them 
every  winter  for  the  last  sixty-five  years,  had  always  looked  upon 
them  as  indigenous,  and  not  as  migratory  birds.  In  the  letter  from 
Mr.  J.  V.  Stewart  before  referred  to,  that  gentleman  mentions  his 
having  met  with  the  quail  at  the  end  of  January  about  Letterkenny ; 
and  Mr.  Qeorge  Bowen,  of  Burt,  in  the  north  of  the  same  county 
(Donegal),  informs  me  that  five  or  six  brace  can  easily  be  obtained 
there  in  the  course  of  a  day's  shooting  about  Christmas  {. 

Over  the  continent  of  Europe,  including  the  most  southern  p(»r- 
tions,  the  quail  is  looked  upon  only  as  a  summer  visitant,  excepting 
in  Portugal,  where  it  is  found  throughout  the  year,  and  "  more  nu- 
merously in  winter  than  in  summer §."  This  is  a  highly  interesting 
fact,  considered  in  connection  with  the  wintering  of  the  species  in 
Ireland.  Thus,  from  its  remaining  permanently  in  the  most  western 
part  of  the  southern  portion  of  Continental  Eiirope,  and  the  most 
western  island  in  a  considerably  higher  latitude,  it  would  seem  that 
the  influence  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  is  the  predisposing  cause,  by  coun- 
teracting the  severity  of  winter  in  a  twofold  manner,  both  as  to  the 
feeling  of  cold  and  the  facility  of  procuring  food.  Colonel  Sykes, 
in  a  most  valuable  memoir  on  the  Quails  and  Hemipodii  of  India  ||» 
in  which  an  ample  acquaintance  with  these  birds  is  manifested,  co- 
incides with  Temminck  in  the  opinion,  that  "  quails  emigrate  for 
food,  rather  than  to  enjoy  an  equable  climate ;"  in  proof  of  which  it 
is  mentioned,  that  "  the  great  changes  of  temperature  in  India  do 
not  influence  the  movements  of  this  species,  food  being  abundant  at 
aU  seasons:" — the  common  quail  of  Europe  is  resident  there.  There 

«  Feb.  1, 1842.  The  chief  dealer  in  quails  in  Belfiut  assured  me  that 
the  number  of  these  birds  purchased  by  him  in  the  last  three  months,  or 
throughout  the  winter,  would  aversge  about  three  dosen  a  week ;  on  one 
day  five  doxen  were  brought  to  him.  Being  &t  and  in  high  condition,  they 
were  readily  sold  at  from  Sd,  to  1<.  a  brace. 

t  Some  details  of  numbers  klUed  will  be  found  in  the  communication 
last  alluded  to. 

X  Montagu  states  that — "  In  October  they  leave  us,  and  return  south* 
leaving  some  few  (probably  of  a  later  brood)  behind  to  brave  the  severity  of 
our  winter."  To  this  Mr.  Selby  is  disposed  to  assent.  In  Ireland  a  fiiir 
proportion  of  adult  birds  of  both  sexes  is  shot  throughout  the  winter. 

$  Selby,  vol.].  p. 438. 

II  Transactions  of  the  Zoological  Society  of  London,  vol.  ii. ;  and  laigely 
quoted  in  Yarrell's  <  Brit.  Biros.' 
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IB  «o  little  frost  in  Ireland  that  food  is  generally  to  be  procured  with 
ease,  and  is  so  far  corroborative  of  the  view  just  mentioned.  But  I 
have  had  evidence  of  the  evil  influence  of  cold  upon  the  quail,  hj 
finding  it  among  rushes  dose  to  the  sea-side  (Belfast  bay)  in  severe 
frost,  when  our  indigenous  birds  were  likewise  suffering  from  the 
weatiier,  and  have  known  one  on  such  an  occasion  to  be  shot  on  the 
oozy  banks  of  the  bay  at  low- water,  a  furlong  from  the  shore "**. 

The  call  of  the  quail,  here  interpreted  wet-my-footf,  is  frequently 
uttered  from  "  earliest  dawn  to  latest  eve"  in  spring  and  the  more 
genial  periods  of  the  yeart*  and  during  winter  also  may  occasionaUT 
be  heard  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  Mr.  R.  Davis,  jun.  of  Clonmel, 
remarks,  that  there  is  '*  gpreat  variety  in  the  colour  of  quails'  eggs;  I 
have  some  nearly  covered  with  dark  spots,  and  others  almost  jSun." 
So  late  as  the  24th  of  September  1834,  a  friend  sprung  one  of  these 
birds  from  its  nest,  and  on  the  9th  or  10th  of  October  in  the  same 
year,  he  met  with  two  broods  of  young  birds,  some  of  which  could 
not  fly.  Although  fields  of  grain  are  tiie  quail's  chief  resort,  I  have 
known  clover-fieldii  in  grain  districts  to  be  its  favourite  haunt  in 
spring  and  summer ;  and  in  these  seasons  it  occasionally  frequents 
meadows.  Among  turnips  it  is  not  unfrequently  met  with  in  winter. 
Of  eighteen  quails  shot  at  various  times  and  places  during  winter  and 
early  spring,  the  greater  number,  on  being  opened,  were  found  to 
contain  only  very  small  seeds  of  various  kinds ;  among  others,  those 
of  the  noxious  weed,  the  dock  (Rumes);  a  few,  the  seeds  of  different 
species  of  vetches  ;  still  fewer,  green  vegetable  matter,  or  grains  of 
wheat ;  and  one,  large  peas : — ^ey  all  exhibited  sand^  or  fragments 
of  stone. 

In  the  month  of  August  1826,  I  met  with  quails  in  Italy.  At 
Malta,  on  the  19th  of  April  1841, 1  saw  at  table  some  which  had 
been  brought  from  Naples,  whence,  likewise,  a  quantity  hawked 
about  the  streets  was  procured.  It  is  said  that  a  few  of  tiiese  birds 
remain  permanently  in  the  island  of  Malta.  On  the  passage  of 
H.M.S.  Beacon  thence  to  the  Morea,  occupying  from  the  21st  to 
the  27  th  of  April,  a  quail  alighted  on  the  vessel ;  it  was  the  only 

*  Pennant  states  his  having  been  assured  *'  that  these  birds  migrate  out 
of  tbe  neighbouring  inland  counties,  into  the  hundreds  of  Essex,  in  October, 
and  continue  there  all  the  winter :  if  frost  or  snow  drive  them  out  of  the 
stubble  fields  and  marshes,  they  retreat  to  the  sea-side,  shelter  themselves 
among  the  Feeds,  and  live  iipon  what  they  can  pick  up  from  the  alga,  &c. 
between  high-  and  low-water  mark.  Our  friend  remarks,  ^at  the  time  of 
^eir  i^ppearaooe  in  Essex  coincides  with  that  of  their  leaving  the  inland 
counties;  the  same  observation  has  been  made  in  Hampshire."— jBrt^A 
Zoology,  I  have  not  met  with  any  allusion  to  this  in  subsequent  works  on 
British  Ornithology.  It  would  be  desirable  to  know  if  such  oe  the  case  at 
the  present  time. 

f  In  some  of  the  continental  countries,  and  particularly  in  Holland,  I 
have  been  surprised  to  see  poor  quails  imprisoned  in  miserably  small 
cages,  and  hung  outside  the  windows  like  singing  birds^  apparently  for  their 
music,  which  consists  but  of  the  above  three  notes. 

X  I  have  notes  of  hearing  the  call  in  September,  half  an  hour  after  sun- 
set ;  indeed,  of  their  calling  and  answering  each  other  until  dusk. 
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one  Been.  The  great  body  of  them  had  preyiously  crossed  the  Me- 
diterranean. On  the  29th  of  that  month  I  sprung  a  brace  near 
Navarino.  Mr.  Wilkinson,  jun.  of  Syra,  son  of  the  'well-known 
and  highly  esteemed  British  consul  in  that  island,  informed  me  that 
quails  are  not  seen  on  their  autumnal  migration  at  Syra  when  the 
wind  is  southerly,  but  when  it  is  north-east  they  alight  in  great  num- 
bers from  the  10th  to  the  30th  of  September.  Their  coming  is  al- 
ways announced  by  the  call  of  the  heron,  which  accompanies  them 
throughout  the  period  of  their  migration.  This  is  described  to  be 
"  reddish-brown  on  the  back  and  cream-coloured  elsewhere,"  and 
is  probably  the  Ardea  comata,  or  Squacco  heron.  They  never  re- 
main longer  than  one  day.  Mr.  Wilkinson  has  been  told  by  friends 
resident  at  Alexandria,  that  the  earliest  arrival  of  the  quail  there  is 
about  the  20th  of  September. 

Little  Bustard^  Oiis  Tetrax,  Linn. — ^In  the  ^  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Zoological  Society  of  London  for  1835 '  (p.  79),  I 
noticed,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  W.  S.  Wall,  an  intelligent 
bird-preserver,  and  well  acquainted  with  Bewick's  faithful 
portraits  of  British  birds,  that  a  little  bustard,  sent  to  him  by 
Mr.  Reside  to  be  stuffed,  had  been  shot  by  that  gentleman  in 
the  county  of  Wicklow  on  the  23rd  of  August  1833,  and  that 
another  was  seen  at  the  same  time.  I  subsequently  learned 
from  Mr.  Haffield  of  Dublin,  who  was  present  on  the  occa- 
sion, that  they  were  seen,  associated  with  golden  plover,  in 
the  bog  of  IJallough,  adjoining  Powerscourt  demesne,  and 
about  five  miles  from  the  sea.  They  proved  to  be  less  wary 
than  the  plover.  The  survivor  remained  for  some  time  about 
the  locality  after  its  companion  was  killed.  The  singularity 
of  its  cry  was  particularly  noticed  by  my  informant*. 

XXXII. — Descriptions  of  three  new  species  of  the  Coleopterous 
genus  Gyriosomus,  collected  in  Chile  by  T.  Bridges,  Esq.  By 
6.  R.  Waterhguse,  Esq.^  Assistant  Secretary  and  Curator  to 
the  Zoological  Society,  &c. 

Section  HETEROMERA. 

Family  Nyctblidje. 
Genus  Gtriosomus,  Guerin, 

Gyriosomus  Bridgesii,   Gyr.  ater ;  elytiis  sutora  elevata,  supra  lineis 
irregularibus  (plerumque  longitudinalibus),  anticeque  maculis  par- 
vulis,  albis,  ornatis.     Long.  S\ — 10  lin. ;  lat.  5 — 6|  lin. 
Corpus  ovatum»  convexum. 

Found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  of  Coquimbo,  Chile. 
This  species  greatly  resembles  the  Gyriosomus  Hopei,  but  is 

smaller,  ^e  thorax  is  shorter  and  broader,  and  the  legs  are  more 

*  Tub  Great  Bustard,  Oiit  Tarda,  Linn.,  was  enumerated  by  Smith 
(1749)  as  one  of  the  birds  of  the  county  Cork.     It  is  long  since  extinct. 
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al^ider ;  it  differs  moreoYer,  constantly,  in  having  the  suture  of 
the  elytra  raised  into  a  keel.  The  white  markings  on  the  elytra 
resemble  those  of  6.  Hapei,  and  are  slightly  impressed  in  the 
same  way.. 

Gyriosomus  marmoratus,    Gyr.  ovatus,  nitidus ;  el3rtri8  maculis  valde 
irregularibus  albis  impreseis.     Long.  9^ — 10  lin. ;  lat.  5| — 5|  lin. 

Found  on  the  mountains  near  Villa  Vicuna,  province  of  Coquimbo. 

This  species  is  intermediate  in  form  (and  in  its  characters  ge- 
nerally) to  the  Gyriosomus  Hopei  and  the  6.  kmgatus.  The  body 
is  convex,  ovate,  and  very  glossy.  The  head  has  a  few  distinct 
scattered  punctures  in  front,  and  a  transverse  depression  in  a  line 
with  the  points  of  insertion  of  the  antennse.  The  thorax  is  trans- 
verse, very  convex,  broader  behind  than  in  front,  and  has  the  sides 
slightly  rounded.  The  elytra  are  smooth  and  glossy,  but  with 
irregular  depressions  in  parts ;  and  these  depressions  are  filled 
with  scales  or  powder-like  substance  producing  most  irregular 
markings  and  varying  much  in  individuals ;  there  are  generally, 
however,  three  or  four  largeish  irregular  white  patches  towards  the 
sides  (or  rather  the  lateral  keel)  of  the  elytra ;  a  few  smaU  spots 
on  the  disc :  sometimes  there  are  a  series  of  small  spots  arranged 
in  a  line  near  the  suture,  and  often  the  lateral  larger  patches  have 
a  tendency  to  run  into  each  other  by  throwing  out  an  oblong 
mark  near  to  and  parallel  with  the  lateral  keel ;  this  is  prominent 
and  distinct,  and  dmost  reaches  the  apex  of  the  elytra;  it  is  rough, 
and  divided  by  a  longitudinal  groove. 

Gyriosomus  elongaius.  Qyr.  elongatus,  subovatus  (It^teribus  corporis 
in  maribus  fere  parallelibus),  ater,  squamulis  piliformibus  fusco- 
albie  plerumque  vestitus.  Capite  indiBtincte  punctidato ;  thorace 
transverso,  lateribus  ante  medium  dilatato,  disco  convexo,  rugoso ; 
elytris  squamulis  albo-fuscescentibus  dense  tectis,  at  lineis  pluri- 
bus  subelevatis,  obliquis,  vel  longitudinalibus,  denudatis  notatis. 
Long.  11  lin. 
This  species  is  found  in  the  plains  between  Huasco  and  Coquimbo. 

The  legs  and  antennse  in  this  species  are  rather  longer  and 
stouter  than  usual  in  the  genus ;  these  are  for  the  most  part  co- 
vered, as  well  as  the  body,  with  very  minute,  adpressed,  brownish- 
white  hairs.  The  insect  appears,  in  fact,  as  if  it  had  been  pow- 
dered with  dust,  but  on  the  elytra  the  powder-like  substance  is 
much  more  dense  than  in  other  parts ;  it  is  however  broken  up  by 
denuded  portions  which  are  slightly  raised  and  form  lines  which 
vary  in  individuals,  but  the  common  type  of  the  black  markings 
is  as  follows :  on  the  basal  third  of  each  elytron  is  a  central  lon- 
gitudinal broadish  black  mark,  throwing  out  in  an  obhque  direc- 
tion (me  or  two  narrower  lines ;  on  the  remaining  two-thirds  of 
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the  elytra  are  three  black  lines^  which  are  about  half  the  width  of 
the  whitish  interspaces ;  one  of  these  lines  is  parallel  with  and  at 
a  short  distance  from  the  suture ;  the  other  two  are  directed  ob- 
liquely outwards^  being  furthest  from  the  suture  at  the  apical  end 
of  the  elytron.  The  thorax  in  the  male  is  as  broad  as  the  elytra 
(the  sides  of  which  are  parallel  in  this  sex^  but  slightly  dilated  in 
the  female)^  and  it  is  broadest  rather  in  front  of  the  middle. 


XXXIII. — Description  of  a  new  Fossil  Cirripede  from  the  Upper 
Chalk  near  Rochester.    By  Mr.  G.  B.  Sowerby^  Jun. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Annals  of  Natural  History, 

Gentlemen, 
I  HAVE  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  accompanying  letter 
and  drawings  for  publication  in  your  valuable  periodical.  As  the 
fossil,  independent  of  its  great  beauty,  appears  to  be  quite  new 
to  science,  I  am  desirous  of  its  being  published  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. I  remain,  Grentlemen,  very  truly  yours, 

N.  T.  Wbtherbll,  F.G.S.,  M.R.C.S.  Sec. 

Highgate,  Sept.  12,  1843. 
Dear  Sib, 

Having  carefully  examined  the  beautiful  fossil  which  you  sent 
me  from  the  Upper  Chalk  near  Rochester,  I  conclude  it  to  be  a 
Cirripede  of  the  Pedunculated  kind,  but  so  different  from  every- 
thing with  which  we  are  yet  acquainted  as  to  form  the  type  of  a 
new  genus.  The  description  however  must  be  imperfect,  only  one 
side  of  the  shell  being  visible, 
and  some  important  parts  being  Fig:*  1* 
possibly  wanting. 

I  send  two  drawings,  fig.  1. 
showing  the  fossil  as  it  is  seen 
imbedded  in  the  chalk,  outside 
the  cast  of  a  large  Ammonite; 
and  fig.  2,  which  is  partly  con- 
jectural, a  front  view,  showing 
where  the  cilia  (a)  might  pro- 
trude, and  the  probable  form,  if 
any,  of  the  basal  attadiment  {b). 

1  propose  to  describe  the  shell  as  follows : — 

Class  CIRRIPEDES. 
Fam.  Pbdunculata. 

LOBICULA  PULC BELLA. 

L.  testa  obliqne  ovali,  ventricosa,  lateraliter  subcompressa ;  apice 
conica,  valvis  (utrinque  ?)  tribus,  triangukribos,  Isevibus,  antica 
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majori,  margine  antico  subrotimdato,  lubarcuato ;  parte  principali 
(pedunculo  ?)  ad  basin  gradatim  attenuata,  squamarum  seriebus 
(utrinque?)  quatuor;  squamis  transversis,  marginibus  arcuatis, 
terminalibus  acutis  altematim  interpositis  (sicutpisciumsquamis); 
serie  antica,  sqoamis  brevibus,  ad  marginem  externum  rectis,  se- 
riebuB  medianis  duabus  squamis  elongatis,  utrinque  acuminatia» 
Berie  postica  squamis  brevioribus  ad  marginem  externum  rectis. 

You  will  perceive  that  in  the  above  no  more  is  deseribed  than 
is  visible ;  but  by  the  hypothetical  introduction  of  the  word 
''  utrinqu^'^  my  belief  is  expressed  that  each  row  of  scales  and 
each  apidal  valve  is  repeated  on  the  opposite  side^  so  that  the 
apex  would  consist  of  three  pairs  of  valves^  and  the  body  or 
peduncle  of  eight  series  of  scales.  These  scales  increase  in  width 
towards  the  centre  and  thence  gradually  diminish,  imtil  at  the 
base  they  are  so  narrow  as  to  leave  a  doubt  whether  there  be  any 
tendinous  process  of  attachment,  as  in  other  pedunculated  Cim- 
pedes ;  or  whether  the  animal  may  have  lived,  like  Acasta,  unat* 
tached,  although  confined  in  the  hollow  of  some  of  the  numerous 
sponges  found  in  the  same  formation. 

The  two  central  rows  of  scales  on  the  side  under  observation 
are  united  with  each  other  and  with  the  other  two  by  the  alter- 
nate intersertion  of  the  pointed  ends,  while  the  external  edges  of 
the  other  two  rows  are  straight,  so  that  the  shell  might  be  split 
into  two  halves  without  cutting  through  a  single  scale. 

With  regard  to  these  series  of  large  scales,  it  is  difficult  to  de- 
termine whether  th^be  analogous  to  the  minute  scales  covering 
the  peduncle  of  the  roUicipes,  or  to  the  small  lower  valves  imme- 
diately surrounding  the  upper  ones.  I  am  rather  inclined  how- 
ever to  the  former  supposition,  in  which  case  our  shell  would  form 
a  connecting  link  between  the  two  classes  of  Cirripedes. 

In  the  Pedunculated  family  the  upper  valves  correspond  with 
the  opercohim  of  the  Sessiles ;  the  smaller  ones  which  immediately 
surround  them  may  be  compared  to  the  parietal  portion,  and  the 
peduncle  agrees  with  the  base.  But  in  LorictUa,  these  rows  of 
valves  or  s^es,  forming  so  large  a  portion  of  the  whole  body, 
render  them  much  more  comparable  with  the  parietal  parts,  and 
therefore  bring  the  shell  much  nearer  to  the  Sessile  family. 

Hoping  the  publication  of  these  imperfect  details  may  elicit 
further  inquiry, 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 
G.  B.  SowERBT,  Jun. 

N.  T.  WethereU,  Esq. 
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XXXrV. — Description  of  some  apparently  new  Insects  from  the 
Congo,  sent  to  England  by  Mr.  CwrroTy  Surgeon  R.N.,  and  the 
late  Mr.  John  Cranch.  By  Mr.  Adam  White,  M.E.SS.  LondL 
and  Paris,  Assistant  Zool.  Dep.  British  Museum. 

I  INTEND  giving  here  a  list  of  such  insects  as  I  have  seen  on  the 
banks  of  the  Congo  lately  collected  by  Mr.  Curror,  surgeon  of  the 
''Water  Witch/^  and  among  these,  added  to  the  specimens  collected 
in  Tuckey's  expedition,  now  in  the  British  Museimi,  I  trust  that 
a  sufficient  number  of  forms  will  be  found  to  make  the  list  inter- 
esting to  the  student  of  the  geographical  distribution  of  insects. 

The  unfortunate  termination  of  the  expedition  to  explore  "  the 
river  Zaire,  usually  called  the  Congo,^^  in  1816,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Capt.  Tuckey,  is  well  known ;  in  the  Ust  of  supernumerary 
passengers,  exclusive  of  the  crew  of  forty-nine,  who  went  out, 
occur  as  the  first  names  those  of  Mr.  Professor  Smith,  botanist, 
and  Mr.  Cranch,  collector  of  objects  of  natural  history.'*  To  the 
zoologist  the  name  of  the  latter  is  a  well-known  sound;  Montagu 
and  Leach  have  published  the  results  of  some  of  the  labours  of 
the  Devonshire  naturalist.  To  some  of  the  marine  productions 
of  our  southern  shore,  first  discovered  by  him,  his  name  has  been 
applied;  in  the  preface  to  a  paper  on  Annulosa,  I  need  only  men- 
tion the  two  Crustacea,  Ebalia  Cranchii  and  the  rare  Achaus 
Cranchii,  taken  by  him  in  Falmouth  bay.  Should  his  eulogy 
be  wanted,  consult  the  works  of  Leach  and  Col.  Montagu. 
Mr.  Cranch  died  in  his  31  st  year,  a  victim  to  the  climate  of  un- 
healthy W.  Africa :  he  was  buried  at  Embomma  along  with  Mr. 
Tudor,  his  comrade.  A  friend  thus  writes  of  him  (Introd.  to 
Tuckey^s  Narrative) :  "  If  I  may  judge  from  external  appearances, 
he  was  an  affectionate  husband  and  father,  a  sincere  friend,  a 
pious,  honest  and  good  man." 

His  collections  are  in  the  British  Museum.  Thirty-six  only 
of  his  insects,  according  to  Dr.  Leach,  ^'  reached  England  in  a 
tolerable  state,  the  rest  were  entirely  destroyed  by  insects  and 
damp.^^  Five  or  six  of  these  were  regarded  by  Leach  as  species 
new  to  entomologists ;  two  have  been  described :  one,  the  Platy- 
genia  Zavrica,  by  MacLeay ;  another  by  Serville  from  Dejean^s 
collection,  the  locality  of  which  was  unkaown ;  it  is  the  beautiful 
longicom  beetle,  Euporus  strangulatus. 

Papilio  Ridleyanus,  n.  sp.     Pap.  ecaudatus  fiiscus,  alls  anticis  sub- 
elongatis,  supra  maculis  5  flavo-miniaceis,  posticis  supra  miniaceis, 
fusco  marginatis  nigroque  maculatis,  posticis  subtus  caryophyllaceo 
flavoque  tinctis.    Exp.  al.  ^  unc.  3  fere,  $  unc.  3f . 
Hab.  ad  oras  fluminis  Zaire.     Dom.  Curror  lexit.     Brit.  Mus. 

Wings  above  of  a  brownish  black  with  red  spots  and  marks,  the 
upper  wings  here  and  there  semitransparent. 
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The  first  pair  have  two  hands  of  a  darker  hrown  in  the  discoidal 
cell ;  in  one  specimen,  a  female,  these  bands  are  margined  with  pale 
ochrey ;  there  are  five  red  irregular  spots  between  the  discoidal  cell 
and  the  posterior  margin,  the  one  nearest  the  tip  smallest ;  in  one 
specimen,  a  male,  almost  obsolete  ;  in  the  female  this  terminal  spot 
is  larger  :  the  last  of  the  spots  linear  and  close  to  the  posterior  mar- 
gin ;  the  penultimate  notched  towards  the  discoidal  cell,  and  abruptly 
straight  behind ;  in  the  female  the  margins  of  these  spots  are  yel- 
lowish. 

The  second  pair  of  wings  have  their  general  upper  surface  red ; 
black  at  the  base,  emitting  lines  along  the  nervures,  with  two  or  three 
irregular  black  spots  in  the  middle  and  along  the  hinder  margin  of 
the  red ;  the  posterior  margin  is  brownish  black,  narrowest  inside, 
with  two  or  three  red  spots  and  indications  of  red  streaks.  In  two 
specimens,  one  of  them  a  female,  some  of  these  cells  are  yellowish ; 
in  one  male  they  are  only  margined  with  yellowish. 

The  under  side  of  the  first  pair  of  wings  resembles  in  colour  the 
upper  side,  but  is  paler ;  the  under  side  of  the  second  pair  is  mixed 
with  red,  greenish  and  pinkish  tints,  varying  according  to  the  position 
they  are  examined  in — the  last- mentioned  colour  prevails  ;  on  the 
surface  there  are  at  least  twelve  deep  black  spots  of  different  sizes ; 
the  posterior  margin  is  of  a  faint  brown  with  six  or  seven  pale,  trans- 
versely elongated  spots  on  its  edge,  and  some  indistinct  red  spots 
before  them.  The  head  is  black,  spotted  with  white  above ;  cheeks 
and  face  yellowish  with  a  black  line  down  the  middle :  the  thorax 
Ib  brownish  black  spotted  with  whitish,  especially  on  the  sides  be- 
neath the  wings :  abdomen  brown,  sides  spotted  with  yellowish,  be- 
neath yellowish  barred  with  brown,  the  bars  in  the  middle  of  the  belly 
dilated  into  spots ;  femora  dark ;  tibiae  and  tarsi  palish.  Extent  of 
wings  of  the  smallest  male  specimen  (which  is  more  elongated  and  has 
the  first  pair  of  wings  slightly  sinuated  behind)  nearly  three  inches ; 
of  the  largest,  a  female,  rather  more  than  three  inches  and  a  half. 

This  very  distinct  species  of  African  butterfly  is  of  the  same 
form  as  the  Papiliones  Latreilliantts,  Tynderaue  and  Leonidae, 
three  well-known  W.  A&ican  insects  in  BoisduvaFs  15th  group 
(Lep.  i.  p.  239).  To  the  scarce  Papilio  Antimackus  figured  by 
Drury^  it  has^  at  first  sights  a  curious  relationship^  as  was  pointed 
out  to  me  by  Mr.  E.  Doubleday.  To  him  I  am  indebted  for  the 
opportunity  of  paying  a  debt  I  have  long  owed*  to  the  memory 
of  Mr.  Ridley^  a  gentleman  in  the  W.  Afirican  Coast  Service, 
whose  love  for  our  favourite  science  was  displayed  by  a  collec- 
tion he  made  near  the  fort  of  Accra  and  sent  to  this  country. 
He  gave  great  promise  of  excelling  in  entomology,  and  fell  a 
victim  to  the  climate  of  W.  Africa.  In  a  small  collection  shown 
me  by  his  friend  Mr.  Humphreys,  I  had  assigned  his  name  to  a 
black  and  white  Papilio  since  described  by  Mr.  Westwood.  I 
hope  that  as  this  species  does  not  occur,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  in 

*  See  Entomologiit  for  July  1841,  p.  136. 
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any  book  I  have  consulted,  the  compliment  may  prove  a  perma^ 
neni  one.  The  striking  resemblance  in  colour  ana  form  to  some 
species  of  the  Acraa  genus,  such  as  Zethea,  must  be  evident  to 
every  lepidopterist. 


I  may  add,  that  the  accompanying  figure  of  the  male  was  most 
kindly  drawn  for  me  by  Mr.  Humphreys. 

One  of  the  few  insects  saved  from  Tuckey^s  expedition  is  a  lai^ 
species  oiBambyx :  it  is  fulvous  yellow,  sprinkled  over  with  minute 
brownish  spots  j  the  wings  are  very  hairy,  and  have  a  few  waved 
transverse  streaks  of  a  brownish  colour  on  the  upper  side ;  the 
lower  wings  have,  at  the  base  above,  a  dark  brown  patch  of  fur- 
like  hairs ;  its  antennse  somewhat  resemble  in  form  those  of  the 
female  of  Chelepteryx  Collesi  of  G.  R.Grav  (the  Satumia  Laplacei, 
Feisthamel, '  Voy.  Favorite'),  and  I  have  httle  doubt  it  is  a  female ; 
with  our  present  information  on  the  subject  of  exotic  genera  of 
moths,  I  dare  not  venture  to  suggest  a  new  generic  name  for  this 
insect,  especially  as  there  is  but  a  single  specimen  in  the  Museum, 
and  therefore  refer  it  to  the  magazine  genus  Bambyx,  with  the 
following  specific  character : — 

Bombys  Mariana.  B.  villosa  fulva,  fuscis  pilis  stictica,  alls  anticis 
supra  strigis  transversis  3 — 4  fuscis  obscuris,  posticis  supra  basi 
viUosissImis,  macula  magna  rufescenti  fueca,  strigisque  3  trans- 
versis distinctis,  2  posterioribus  (post  mediam  alse  partem)  approxi- 
matis ;  corpore  subaurantiaco,  aHs  infra  pallidioribus  fascia  tenui 
communi  transversa  fusca.  Exp.  al.  unc  5|  fere. 
Hob.  ad  oras  fluminis  Zaire.     Legit  Dom.  Cranch.     Brit.  Mus. 

Cicindela  neglecta,  Dej.,  Spec.  gen.  des  Col.  i.  p.  114.  no.  96. 

One  specimen  of  a  slight  variety  of  this  Senegal  species  was 
brought  from  the  banks  of  the  Congo  by  Mr.  Curror»  Surgeon  R.N. 

Cfraphipterus  cicindeloules,  Dej.,  Spec.  gen.  des  Col.  v.  p.  458.  sp.  7. 
'•  Carabus  cicindeloides*  Oliv." 
One  specimen  of  a  variety  from  the  banks  of  the  Congo. 
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jintMa  gracilis,  Dej.,  Spec.  gen.  des  Col.  v.  468.  17;  Dupont  in 
Guerin's  Mag.  deZool.  1832. 
Two  specimens  of  a  local  variety  of  this  occur,  from  the  banks 
of  the  Congo. 

Btmectes  griseus,  Aab6,  Spec.  gen.  des  Col.  vi.  p.  124. 

Dytiscus  griseus,  Fabr.  var. 

Dytiscus  8ticticu3»  Fabr. 

A  specimen  of  this  cosmopolite  species  was  brought  from  the 
banks  of  the  Congo  by  Mr.  Curror. 

Amongst  the  Lamellicom  beetles  Mr.  Curror  has  sent  speci- 
mens of 

Eudicella  Grallii  (Buquet),  White,  Mag.  Nat.  Hist.  iii.  p.  28,  1839. 
Goliathus  Ghrallii,  Buquet,  Annales  de  la  Soc.  £nt.  de  France,  v. 

p.  201. 
Dicranorrhina  Grallii,  Burm,,  Handb.  iii.  p.  191.  pi.  5.  f.  3. 

Hah,  ad  oras  fluminis  Zaire  vulgo  Congo  dicti.  Dom.  Curror 
lexit.   Brit.  Mus. 

Both  males  and  females  of  this  species  occur,  varying  in  the 
colouring  of  the  elytra  and  in  the  size  of  the  fork  in  the  male. 
As  the  female  resembles  the  male  excepting  in  the  head  and  the 
structure  of  the  legs  (especially  the  fore  ones),  &c.,  as  in  other 
species  of  the  genus,  I  need  hardly  describe  it ;  but  as  it  is  yet  un- 
figured,  I  will  take  care  that  a  figure  of  the  female  and  of  a  very 
handsome  male  be  published  in  some  entomological  periodical. 
M.  Lucien  Buquet  in  1835  was  uncertain  of  the  precise  locality 
of  this  very  handsome  insect :  his  figure  of  the  male  represents  it 
by  far  too  slender.  Mr.  Charles  Curtis's  figure  in  the  '  Mag.  of 
Nat.  History,'  representing  a  species  of  this  genus,  is  more  cha- 
racteristic, as  are  Mr.  Westwood's  figures  of  the  GoUath  beetles  of 
this  subgenus  in  the  ^Arcana  Entomologica.' 

CctlorrMna  guttata,  Burm.,  Handb.  iii.  p.  208. 

Cetonia  guttata,  Oliv,,  Ins.  i.  p.  15.  no.  10.  pi.  2.  f.  7  a.  $  . 

Gnathocera  guttata.  Gory  et  Perch,,  Mon.  des  Cet.  p.  144.  pi.  22. 
f.  6  ? ;  Buquet,  1.  c.  p.  205.  pi.  5.  f.  6  <J. 

Mr.  Curror  has  brought  both  sexes  of  this  from  the  Congo.  We 
are  indebted  to  the  Rev.  D.  F.  Morgan  for  specimens  from  Sierra 
Leone,  which,  with  his  entire  collection  of  insects,  he  most  liberally 
presented  to  Uie  national  collection. 

Pl^esiorrhina  cincta,  Burm.,  Handb.  iii.  p.  213. 
Scarabsens  cinctutus,  Voet.,  Col.  i.  p.  11.  t.  2.  f.  9. 
Cetonia  tania.  Pal.  de  Beauv.,  Ins.  Rec.  p.  28.  pi.  5.  f.  3. 
Gnathocera  t«nia.  Gory  et  Perch.,  Cet.  p.  138.  pi.  21.  f.  4. 

One  specimen,  brought  by  Mr.  Curror  from  the  banks  of  the  Congo. 
Ann.  if  Mag.  N.  Hist.  To/.xii.  T 
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Coryphocera  Afnca$ui,  Bonn.,  Handb.  iii.  p.  230. 

Scarabsus  Africanus,  Drury,  Ins.  ii.  p.  64.  pi.  30.  f.  4. 
Gnathocera  Afiricana,  Gory  et  Perch.,  Get.  p.  132.  pi.  19.  f.  6. 
A  very  abundant  species  on  the  banks  of  the  Congo. 

Coryphocera  monoceros,  Bturm.,  Handb.  iiL  p.  232. 

Gnathocera  monoceros.  Lair,,  Oory  et  Perch.,  Get.  pi.  21.  f.  3. 

p.l37. 
One  specimen  from  the  banks  of  the  Congo,  brought  by  Mr.  Cnrror. 

Gnathocera  trwittata,  Burm.,  Handb.  ill.  p.  546. 
Scarabaeus  (Cetonia)  triyittatus,  Swed.^  Acta  Holm.  1787,  p.  190. 

sp.7. 
Amplustoros  trivittata.  Gory  et  Perch.,  Cet.  p.  145.  pi.  23.  f.  1. 
Not  uncommon  on  the  banks  of  the  Congo. 

Platygenia  Zairica,  MacLeay,  Hor.  Ent.  pt.  1.  p.  151. 
Platygenia  barbata,  Bumu,  Handb.  iiL  p.  730. 
Trichius  barbatus,  Afzelius,  in  Schonh.  Syn.  Ins.  i.  3rd  pt.  p.  38. 
Not  uncommon  qp.  the  banks  of  the  Zaire. 

This  may  be  the  TVichius  barbatus  of  Afizelius.  As  the  speci- 
mens  agree  closely  with  the  male  collected  by  Mr.  Cranch  and 
described  by  MacLeay  from  the  example  in  the  British  Museum^ 
I  give  his  name :  this  is  the  insect  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Leach  in  the 
Appendix  to  Tuckey^s  Narrative  (p.  418)  as  ^^  a  new  genus  of  the 
faniily  Scarab(Bidea.  I  am  inclined  to  think  there  may  be  three 
species  of  Platygenia, 

Amongst  the  Buprestida  occur  two  apparently  undescribed  spe- 
cies of  the  genus  Stemocera,  Eschscholtz.  Of  a  species  nearly 
allied  to  one  of  these,  two  specimens  already  exist  in  our  collec- 
tion, brought  by  Dr.  Burchell  from  S.  Africa,  to  which  the  MS, 
name  of  Btan'estis  litvarata  has  been  applied  by  that  enterprising 
and  leamea  traveller.  The  following  specific  character  may  di- 
stinguish it  from  the  Stemocera  interrupta ;  it  is,  like  all  its  con- 
geners, variable  in  size ;  the  least  specimen  is  1  inch  5^  lines,  the 
largest  I  inch  7  lines. 

The  thorax  is  more  coarsely  punctured  than  in  8.  interrfq)ta, 
and  not  so  much  so  as  in  5.  castanea ;  the  abdomen  beneath  has  also 
only  a  few  slight  hairs  on  its  general  surface,  and  the  four  last 
segments  have  on  each  side,  between  the  side  and  middle,  apatch  of 
close-set  hairs ;  that  on  the  anal  segment  elongated.  In  Dr.  Bur- 
chell^s  S.  liturata  the  elytra  are  diflFerently  sculptured,  showing 
symptoms  of  ridges  j  the  spots  are  smaller,  especially  the  hind 
ones.  My  species  may  turn  out  a  local  variety  of  this;  meanwhile 
I  describe  it  as 

Stemocera  liturata  Tvar.  Currori).     St.  senescenti-nigra,  thoracis  la- 
teribu9  singulis  plaga  magna  depressa  tomentosa  (sub  pilia  super- 
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ficies  Geneo-viridis  est),  antice  recta,  postice  rotundata,  marginem 
posticam  non  attlDgente  lateribus  parallelis ;  elytris  singuliB  plagis 
5,  depresais  pilis  adpressis  flavescenti-ciiiereis  indutis ;  3  parvis  ba-» 
salibus,  una  elongata  lateral!,  pilis  longioribus  duabus  subovalibus 
juxta  suturam,  una  submediana  ad  latus  alteraque  maxima,  poft« 
tice  attenuata. 

Hab,  ad  ripas  fluminis  Zaire.  Dom,  Curror  collegit.  Long.  unc.  1  • 
lin.  7. 

By  Laporte  and  Goiy  this  would  be  regarded  as  a  distinct  spe- 
cies, although  eventuaUy  I  beUeve  it  will  be  found  to  be  a  local 
variety  of  Stemocera  liturata.  I  have  much  pleasure  in  dedicating 
this  handsome  Buprestis  to  Mr.  Curror^  Surgeon  of  the  Boytd 
Navy,  while  to  Mr.  Burchell's  I  have  assigned  the  name  of  Ster- 
nocera  liturata  (var.  Burchellii), 

Another  Stemocera,  of  a  bright  purplish  opalescent  colour,  and 
nearly  allied  to  8.  castanea,  may  be  characterized  as  follows : — 

Stemocera  feldspathica.  St  castanea,  purpureq  etviridi  resplendens, 
thorace  lateribus  plaga  antica  subtriangulari,  dorso  rude  punctato, 
elytris  baud  plagiatb  lineatis,  basi  subareolatis,  corpore  subtus 
purpureo-nigro,  subpiloso,  segmentis  3  posticis  lateribus,  plaga 
pOorum. 
jBTad. ad oras Zaire vulgo Congo.  Dom. Curror lexit.  Long. unci. 

lm.7. 

Mr.  Curror  has  also  brought  from  the  Congo  a  specimen  of 
Chrysochroa  lepida,  Lap.  et  Gory,  Hist.  Nat.  et  Iconogr.  des  Ins. 
Coleopt.  pi.  3.  f.  9. 
Buprestisl^ida,  Gory,  Ann.  Soc.  Ent.  de  France,  i,  p.  883.  pi.  12. 
Buprestis  dives,  Def.,  Cat.  p.  65  (ed.  1837). 

And  of  the 
BftprestU  viridi-anarea,     B.  eeneo-rufescenti-viridis,  lateribus  ely- 

trorum  sulculo  depresso,  thorace  eeneo,  plagis  variis  subelevatia 

▼iridibus,  corpore  subtus  eeneo.     Long.  lin.  11 . 

I  know  not  who  applied  the  MS.  name  to  this;  it  is  closely  allied 
to  Bvprestis  limbalis,  Miger.  Lap.  et  Goiy,  op,  cii.  p.  78.  pi.  20, 
fig.  104.  Our  specimen  came  &om  Mr.  Childbren's  collection :  the 
label  is  in  Bilbe^s  handwriting. 

Mr.  Curror  has  brought  amongst  the  Heteromera  a  specimen 
of  what  I  consider  to  be  a  local  variety  of  the 

Bpiphysa  flavicoUis,  Dej.,  Cat.  p.  197  (Leachii  olim) ;  Solier,  Ann. 
Soc.  Ent.  de  France. 
Pimelia  flavicoUis,  Fahr.,  Ent.  Syst. ;  Syst.  Eleuth.  i.  128. 
PimeHa  inflata,  Oliv, 
Hmb.  ad  oras  fluminis  Zaire. 

An  Adeemia  with  verrucose  elytra,  in  form  somewhat  resembling 
Pimelia  cotkumata  of  Klug  (Ehrenberg's  Symbola  Phys)  is  in  Mr, 

T2 
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Curror's  collection^  but  not  having  the  volume  of  the  French  Ent. 
Soc.  Annals  which  contains  Solier's  descriptions^  by  me,  I  fear  to 
describe  this  and  another  Pimelia  from  the  Congo,  also  seemingly 
new.  I  may  here  mention,  as  it  is  not  altogether  out  of  place^ 
that  the  Moluris  Pierreti  of  Serville,  described  by  M.  Amyot  in 
Guerin^s  ^  Magazin  de  Zoologie/  1885,  pi.  129,  seems  to  me  syn- 
onymous with  the  Moluris  vialis  of  Bmrchell,  two  specimens  of 
wmch,  presented  by  Dr.  Burchell,  are  in  the  collection  of  the 
British  Museum.  I  subjoin  Burchdl's  description  and  note,  as 
the  '  Travels  in  the  Interior  of  Southern  Africa  ^  are  not  suffi- 
ciently known  to  entomologists.  The  synonym  is  inserted  on 
my  authority. 

Sept.  12,  1811.  Note. — '^  A  black  beetle  was  very  often  met 
with  in  our  road,  and  seemed  fond  of  crawling  along  the  ground 
which  had  been  made  smooth  by  the  wheels;  for  which  reason, 
and  its  proving  to  be  an  undescribed  species,  I  have  called  it 

Moluris  vialis,  Burchell,  Travels  in  the  Int.  of  S.  Africa,  i.  p.  305. 

Moluris  Pierreti,  Serville,  Amyot  in  Guerin's  Mag.  de  Zoologie, 
1835,  pi.  129. 
'*  Nigra.  £l3rtra  postice,  et  ad  latera,  tuberculata,  apicibus  productis 

glabrls.     Macula  abdominalis  velutina  rufa.    Thorax  Isevis. 

•'  In  its  season  it  is  a  very  common  insect  (about  lat.  30®  20'  47"), 
and,  in  a  geographical  view,  one  of  a  very  wide  range,  but  I  believe 
quite  extra-colonial*." 

XXXV. — Note  on  a  Paper  m  '  Annals  and  Mag,  of  Nat.  History/ 
vol.  Yu.p.  315.  By  Mr.  Adam  White,  M.E.SS.  Lond.  and 
Paris,  Assistant  Zool.  Dep.  British  Museum. 

At  p.  817  of  my  memoir  on  the  nest  of  a  South  American  wasp, 
I  have  said  that  it  was  found  on  ^^  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Yancay 
(Uruguay  f )  .'I   Walter  Hawkins,  Esq.,  of  Fowkes  Buildings,  Lon- 

*  There  are  but  few  insects  described  in  tbe  notes  to  Burcheirs  Travels ; 
one  however  I  may  mention,  as  it  is  alluded  to  as  follows,  and  the  passage 
contains  a  note  on  its  habits :  **  Of  insects  I  found  two  new  species  otAn- 
thia,  to  one  of  which  I  gave  the  name  of  effugiens,  on  account  of  its  very 
fast  running,  and  of  the  great  difficulty  in  catching  it  Thb  property  is 
common,  but  in  a  degree  sometliing  less,  to  all  the  species  of  this  genus 
which  I  saw.  This  one  is  a  transgariepine  insect" — Burchell,  op,  cU.  i. 
p.  417. 

The  entomologist  knows  this  insect  as  the  Anthia  homoplaia,  described 
and  figured  by  Dupont  in  his  monograph  of  the  genus  in  Guerin's  *  Magasin 
de  Zoologie,'  1832,  pi.  39. 

Mr.  Burchell  well  merits  the  compliment  of  having  an  Anihia  named  after 
him,  as  has  been  done  by  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Hope  in  GrilS*. '  Anim.  Kingdom,' 
Insects,  i.  p.  270.  pi.  13.  f.  1.  (Anthia  BurcheUU)  :  it  is  the  Anthia  exaecam 
ofBurchell'sMS. 
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don^  who  presented  this  nest  to  the  national  collection,  has  written 
to  me  that  it  was  on  the  banks  of  the  "  Nanctty,  a  tributary  stream 
of  the  Uruguay/'  that  the  nest  was  found.  He  has  sent  me  the 
accompanying  note,  which,  as  it  contains  some  matter  that  may 
prove  interesting  to  the  curious,  I  here  insert,  only  premising 
that  I  informed  Mr.  Hawkins  that  it  was  a  wasp  and  not  a  bee 
that  constructed  it,  as  he  originally  suspected.  It  was  the  opi- 
nion of  the  late  Professor  Audouin,  that  the  Myrapetra  scutellaris 
(Ann.  and  Mag.  /.  c.)  was,  like  Nomaday  Psithyrus,  Sec.  among  the 
bees,  a  parasite,  and  that  the  wasp  constructing  it  was  as  yet  un- 
known. As  far  as  I  can  at  present  see,  I  know  not  the  grounds 
for  this  opinion  of  the  learned  and  amiable  French  natuj^ist. 

'^  A  wasp's  nest  with  a  portion  of  wild  honey  in  it  was  discovered 
in  June  1837  in  the  woods  situated  along  the  banks  of  the  ^  Nan- 
cay,'  a  tributary  stream  of  the  ^Uruguay,'  which  takes  its  rise  in  the 
province  of  ^  Entre-rios.'  The  *  Uruguay '  joins  the  ^  Parang'  a  few 
miles  above  Buenos  Ayres,  and  forms  the  '  Rio  de  la  Plata.'  This 
nest  was  cut  off  from  the  living  branch  of  a  tree,  wherefirom  it 
hung  suspended  at  the  height  of  about  seven  feet  from  the  ground, 
by  John  Whitaker,  plumber  and  steam-apparatus-maker,  and 
Matthew  Lawrance,  his  foreman.  The  apertures  for  ingress  and 
egress  have  been  constructed  with  admirable  ingenuity  in  order 
to  prevent  the  entrance  of  rain,  which  is  carried  off  by  a  pent- 
like  projection  near  the  avenues  to  the  cellular  cavities. 

''  The  principal  materials  whereof  this  nest  is  constructed,  are 
the  excrement  of  the  Carpincho  and  dried  rushes  and  underwood. 
The  Carpincho  is  a  species  of  Tapir  or  Water  Hog,  and  is  am- 
phibious; they  are  very  numerous  on  the  banks  of  the  Uruguay, 
and  are  preyed  on  by  the  tigers"  [jaguars  f  Felis  onca,"] 

"  The  tiger  is  the  most  powerful  enemy  the  wasps  have  to  deal 
with,  for  he  springs  upon  the  well-stored  nest,  and  notwith- 
standing its  height,  very  frequently  succeeds  in  dashing  it  to  the 
ground;  he  then  shields  himself  in  the  thick  foliage  of  the  under- 
wood from  the  stings  of  the  enraged  wasps,  who  usually  migrate 
elsewhere  in  quest  of  another  home.  The  tiger  then,  unmolested, 
returns  to  the  fallen  and  deserted  nest  and  devours  the  honey- 
combs :  the  scattered  fragments  of  wasps'  nests,  thus  destroyed  by 
the  feline  and  ferocious  inhabitants  of  the  forest,  are  frequently 
met  with. 

''Extreme  length,  including  the  twig  on  which  the  nest  is  sus- 
pended, 21  inches.  The  length  of  the  nest  is  17  inches,  and  its 
depth  11." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


270  Mr.  J.  Ralfs  on  the  Diatomaceee. 

XXXVL— On  the  British  Diatomacese.    By  John  Ralfs,  Esq., 
*M.R.C.S.,  Penzance*. 

[Continued  from  p.  111.] 
[With  a  Plate.] 

Thb  firoBtule  in  most  of  the  CymbeUea  comists  of  three  portions. 
The  central  one  is  continuous  and  surrounds  the  internal  colour- 
ing matter^  and  is  generally  compressed  so  as  to  have  two  sur- 
faces and  two  ends.  The  lateral  portions  are  most  frequently 
nearly  flat,  corresponding  to  the  septa  between  the  joints  of  the 
ConfervecB ;  but  sometimes  they  are  convex,  and  then  appear  on  a 
front  view  as  in  Achnanthes.  In  Isthmia  they  are  still  more  de- 
veloped, and  being  compressed,  look  as  if  they  belonged  to  the 
front  of  the  frustule. 

StrisB  which  may  be  present  on  either  the  central  or  lateral 
parts  commonly  terminate  in  puncta  or  dots.  On  the  central  por- 
tion they  are  longitudinal  and  continued  round  the  ends,  are  in 
general  strongly  marked,  and  often  assist  in  distinguishing  the 
gen«*a.  On  tibe  lateral  surfaces  the  strice  are  always  transverse, 
less  distinct,  and  frequently  numerous  and  crowded.  Sometimes 
they  are  very  faintly  marked,  but  the  more  powerful  the  micro- 
scope used  in  the  examination,  the  greater  will  be  the  number  of 
species  found  to  possess  them.  On  this  account  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  pronounce  whether  a  spnecies  has  them  or  not ;  and 
therefore,  although  they  may  sometimes  assist  in  the  discrimina- 
tion of  species,  their  absence  or  presence  will  not  sufficiently 
distinguidi  genera. 

Isthmia,  Aff.  {Eh.) 

Filaments  attached;  frustules  obhque,  trapezoid,  cellulose,  co- 
hering at  the  angles  by  small  processes. 
This  genus  is  easily  distinguished  by  its  cellulose  structure 
from  all  the  neighbourmg  genera,  except  Biddulphia  and  Amphi- 
tetras,  which  agree  with  it  in  having  the  fiiistules  reticulated ; 
but  differ  inasmuch  as  their  frustules  are  not  oblique,  and  all  the 
angles  are  elongatedf* 

The  frustules  vary  in  form,  but  are  always  more  or  less  oblique ; 
there  is  a  process  at  one  of  the  lower  angles  of  each  by  which  it 
coheres  to  the  next,  and  in  the  basal  frustule  this  process  forms 
the  stipes  by  which  the  plant  is  attached  to  other  Algse.  The 
frustules  are  turgid,  and  the  reticulations  of  the  centr^  portion 

*  Read  before  the  Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh. 

t  To  the  distinguished  botanist  M.  Montagne,  I  am  indebted  for  a  fbw 
frustules  of  an  Isthmia  from  Cayenne  (Isthmia  polymorpha,  Mont),  which 
in  some  degree  connects  this  genus  with  Biddulphia,  It  is  very  minute ; 
the  reticulations  are  obscure,  and  the  frustules  are  sometimes  slightly  pro- 
duced at  each  of  the  four  angles. 
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are  smaDer  than  those  of  the  ndes.  On  each  aide  of  this  central 
portion  are  seen  the  lateral  snrfEuses^  with  their  reticulations  and 
striae  arranged  transversely.  As  these  lateral  surfaces  are  turgid 
and  compressed,  they  appear  at  first  sight  to  form  part  of  die 
firont  of  the  frustule.  This  may  be  observed  in  some  slight  degree 
in  Diatoma  vulffore,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  as  in  this  genus. 

That  it  is  in  fact  a  portion  of  each  lateral  surface  which  is  thus 
seen  in  front  will  be  found  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  exterior ; 
but  it  is  still  more  evident  on  a  view  of  the  interior  of  a  fractured 
frnstule,  when  the  junctions  of  the  sides  with  the  central  portion^^ 
marked  extemaUy  by  mere  lines  of  separation,  form  internally 
projecting  plates  or  rims. 

The  mode  of  growth  in  this  genus  is  very  curious.  In  Diatoma^ 
as  well  as  in  most  of  the  DiatomaeeiB,  the  plant  increases  by  a 
division  of  the  frustules;  but  in  this  genus,  and  also  in  fuMu^Aki 
and  Amphitetroiy  two  new  frustules  are  formed  within  the  old 
one,  and,  as  they  enlarge,  rupture  it,  when  it  falls  off.  In  these 
the  front  portion  is  at  first  very  narrow  and  merely  a  broad  line, 
but  it  increases  greatly  in  breadth  until  the  new  frustules  are 
fully  formed. 

1.  /.  enervis,  Eh.  Frustules  generally  much  broader  than  long,  the 
sides  with  large  reticulations,  not  striated,  or  else  with  the  strias 
between  each  row  of  cells.  Isthmia  enervis.  Eh.  Die  Infus.  p.  209. 
1. 16.  f.  6  ;  Pritch.  Infus.  p.  223.  f.  188.  Isthmia  obliquata.  Hook. 
Br.  Fl.  p.  405  i  Harv.  Br.  Alg.  p.  201.  Isthmia  obliquata,  fi  te^ 
nuior,  Ag,  Consp.  Diatom,  p.  55.  Biddtdphia  obliquata,  Gray,  Arr. 
p.  294.     Cof\f,  obliquata,  E.  Bot.  1. 1869. 

P,  subcyUndrica, 

Ballywater,  co.  Down,  Ireland,  Mr.  Thompson ;  Torquay  and  Ilfra- 
combe,  Devonshire  ;  Bracelet  Bay  near  Swansea. 
/3.  Torquay,  Mrs.  Griffiths. 

Ehrenberg  considers  the  'Eng.  Bot.'  figure  to  belong  to  the 
next  species,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  intended  for  this 
plant,  of  which  it  is  a  very  good  representation.  The  highly  mag- 
nified figures  in  '  Eng.  Bot."  imdoubtedly  represent  it ;  those  that 
are  less  magnified  are  too  broad  for  the  frustules  of  his  /.  oblu' 
quata,  whilst  under  a  low  power  this  species  appears  striated  like 
them. 

The  trivial  name  obliquata,  which  was  originally  applied  to  this 
species,  should  I  think  have  been  retained ;  but,  on  account  of  the 
celebrity  of  Ehrenberg's  work,  I  have  not  thought  it  expedient  to 
change  his  name. 

Under  this  species,  as  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Dalrymple, 
Ehrenberg  gives  no  synonyms  and  only  one  habitat, — Gothen- 
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berg.     I  believe,  however,  that  most  of  the  habitats  assigned  by 
him  to  /.  obliquata  will  prove  to  belong  to  this  species. 

The  frustules  are  generally  from  two  to  three  times  broader 
than  long,  but  sometimes  tney  are  nearly  equal  in  length  and 
breadth.  This  is  more  particularly  the  case  in  the  newly-formed 
firustules.  The  front  or  "  broad  transverse  band^'  of  British  worlcB 
generally  occupies  from  one-quarter  to  one-third  of  the  frustule, 
and  its  reticulations  are  roimdish  and  very  much  smaller  than 
those  of  the  sides.  This  portion  is  separated  from  each  lateral 
portion  by  a  rather  broad  Ime  formed  by  the  iunction  and  inflec- 
tion of  the  two  portions.  The  cells  bordermg  on  this  line  are 
not  remarkably  larger  than  the  other  cells  in  this  band. 

The  cells  in  the  lateral  surfaces  are  of  a  square  form  and  are 
arranged  in  regular  transverse  lines  separated  from  each  other  by 
pellucid  lines,  which  viewed  from  witlun  form  ridges  and  are  as 
truly  stnse  as  those  in  the  next  species,  and  under  a  low  power 
the  frustule  appears  with  numerous  close  strise  as  seen  in  the 
figure  in  '  Eng.Bot.,^  which  I  have  already  referred  to  this  species. 

Mrs.  Griffiths  has  sent  me  two  forms  from  Torquay ;  one  like 
that  described  above,  the  other  with  frustules  much  smaller  and 
broader,  and  so  turgid  as  to  be  nearly  cylindrical.  Of  this  latter 
I  have  seen  but  a  very  small  portion,  and  am  imcertain  whether 
it  is  a  young  state  of  this  species  or  wholly  distinct. 

Plate  VIII.  fig.  1.  a,  Islhmia  enervis;  6,  variety /S. 

2.  /.  obliquata,  Ag.  (£h.)  Frustules  rather  broader  than  long,  the 
front  with  a  series  of  large  cells  along  each  separating  line,  the 
sides  with  but  few  and  rather  distant  strise.  Isthmia  obliquata. 
Eh.  Die  Infiis.  p.  209.  t.  16.  fig.  5 ;  Pritch.  Infus.  p.  223 ;  Ag. 
Consp.  Diatom,  p.  55?;  Kutz.  Synop.  Diatom,  in  lonnsea  1833, 
p.  579. 1. 16.  fig.  69? 
Camlough  Bay,  co.  Antrim,  Mr,  Moore,  Dr.  Drummond,  and  Mr. 

Thompson.    Mr.  Moore  has  also  gathered  it  in  the  co.  of  Wicklow. 

This  and  the  preceding  species  have  been  so  confused,  that  I 

3 note  the  above  synonyms  with  some  doubt.  Ehrenberg  consi- 
ers  Kutzing's  figure  to  belong  to  this  species;  and  as  it  exhibits 
series  of  larger  cells  bordering  the  separating  Unes,  I  have  quoted 
it  imder  this  plant,  but  I  am  by  no  means  certain  whether  it  is 
intended  for  it. 

On  examining  recent  plants  of  Isthmia  gathered  at  Hfiwsombe 
in  October  last,  it  appeared  to  me  that  all  my  specimens  be- 
longed to  /.  enervis  of  Ehrenberg  and  not  to  his  /.  obliquata,  and 
Mr.  Dalrymple  having  compared  one  of  them  with  Ehrenberg's 
figure,  ascertained  that  my  supposition  was  correct.  About  the 
same  time  a  very  valuable  packet  of  Irish  Diatomacea  was  sent  to 
me  by  Mr.  Moore,  amongst  which  I  was  much  pleased  to  find 
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the  real  /.  obUquata  of  Ehrenberg.  I  afterwards  received  from 
Mr.  Thompson  the  same  plant  gathered  at  the  same  habitat. 

The  same  confusion  of  the  two  species  seems  to  prevail  abroad^ 
as  a  specimen  sent  me  by  Mrs.  Griffiths^  gathered  in  Sweden  by 
Dr.  J.  E.  Areschoug,  who  calls  it  /.  obliquaia,  is  undoubtedly  the 
/.  enervis.  As  the  two  species  when  compared  are  very  distinct^ 
their  confusion  may  perhaps  be  in  great  measure  owmg  to  the 
mistake  of  Ehrenberg  in  referring  the  figure  in  '  Eng.  Bot./  and 
also  all  the  habitats  recorded  before  the  publication  of  his  work^ 
to  his  own  /.  obliquata. 

The  firustules  are  usually  not  so  wide  in  proportion  to  their 
length  as  in  /.  enervis;  they  are  generaUy  a  little  broader  than 
long^  often  about  equals  and  I  have  sometimes  observed  them 
even  rather  longer  than  broad :  in  other  respects  their  shape  re- 
sembles the  preceding  species. 

In  the  central  portion^  close  to  the  lines  which  separate  it  from 
the  lateral, portions^  is  a  single  series  of  large  reticulations^  in 
shape  somewhat  triangular  and  having  their  base  next  to  the 
lines :  in  this  way  a  beautiful  beaded  appearance  is  produced. 
The  sides  have  the  reticulations  much  smaller  than  in  /.  enervis, 
less  square^  and  not  arranged  so  regularly  in  lines.  They  have 
also  a  few  rather  distant  but  conspicuous  transverse  strise ;  not^ 
as  in  /.  enervis,  alternate  with  the  reticulations^  but  containing 
from  two  to  four  irregular  series  of  reticulations  between  them  : 
this  latter  circumstance^  combined  with  the  more  minute  reticu- 
lations and  broader  lines^  gives  this  species  so  much  more  de- 
cidedly the  appearance  of  being  striated.  The  strise  frequently 
anastomose. 

Plate  VIII.  fig.  2.  Isthmia  obliquata. 

BiDDULPHiA^  Gray. 
Filaments  attached;  frustules  siliceous,  quadrilateral,  minutely 
reticulated,  cohering  by  their  alternate  angles,  and  thus  form- 
ing a  zigzag  chain ;  the  angles  are  equal  and  elongated  into 
tooth-like  projections. 

Agardh  founded  his  genus  Odontella  upon  Diatoma  auritum ; 
in  that  plant  however  I  am  unable  to  find  any  character  by  which 
it  may  be  distinguished  as  a  genus  from  Biddulphia,  It  is  for- 
tunate that  the  latter  name  has  a  prior  claim,  as  it  will  prevent 
the  confusion  which  might  otherwise  arise,  as  Ehrenberg  and 
Meyen  have  applied  Agardh^s  name  Odontella  to  a  genus  belong- 
ing to  the  Desmidiea. 

I  have  already  observed  under  Isthmia  that  its  structure  is  si- 
milar to  that  of  the  present  genus.  Biddulphia,  like  that  genus, 
has  reticulated  turgid  frustules,  which  cohere  by  the  elongated 
angles.     Biddulphia  has  also  the  lateral  portions  so  inflated  that 
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they  seem  a  part  of  the  front  of  the  froBtule^  the  central  portion 
appearing  like  a  band  between  them.  The  mode  of  growth  in 
this  genus  is  also  similar^  but  it  differs  in  having  all  the  angles 
elongated  and  equal* 

The  filaments  are  attached  by  one  of  the  angles  of  the  basal 
frustule.  At  first  the  frustules  are  connected  with  each  other  at 
both  the  adjoining  angles^  and  as  these  angles  are  elongated^  a 
small  vacant  space  is  inclosed  between  the  connecting  processes 
of  the  frustules.  Ultimately^  and  after  a  partial  separation  haa 
taken  place^  they  cohere  only  by  the  altemi^  angles  and  form  a 
zigzag  chain. 

1.  B.pulchella,  Gray.  Frustules  distinctly  reticulated;  lateral  sur* 
faces  with  one  or  three  rounded  projections  between  the  ansles, 
and  marked  with  a  few  distant  atri»,  which  appear  to  arise  nom 
the  depressions  between  the  projections.  Gray,  Nat.  Arr.  of  Br. 
Plants,  vol.  i.  p.  294  :  Kutz.  Syn.  Diatom,  p.  610.  Diatoma  Bid- 
dulpManum,  Ag.  Consp.  Diatom,  p.  54;  Harv.  Br.  Alg.  p.  201. 
Conferva  Biddulphiana,  Eng.  Bot.  1. 1762 !  (upper  figures)*. 

Southampton,  Miss  Hill ;  Ilfracombe. 

It  is  brownish  when  recent  and  becomes  paler  in  drying. 

Filaments  elongated^  attached ;  frustules  generally  broader  than 
long,  but  varying  much  in  figure  as  the  central  portion^  which  is 
at  first  very  narrow,  gradually  increases  in  size  until  it  becomes 
broader  than  long.  The  lateral  portions  have  at  least  one,  and 
sometimes  in  the  larger  specimens  three  rounded  projections,  be- 
tween the  angles.  None  of  these  project  so  much  as  the  angles, 
and  the  central  one  is  larger  thui  the  others,  which  are  often 
nearly  flat.     From  the  intervals  between  the  projections,  striss 

Eroceed  to  the  line  which  separates  the  central  portion  from  the 
iteral  one ;  generally  these  striae  are  single,  but  sometimes  two 
proceed  from  the  same  point  and  diverge  nrom  each  other  as  they 
approach  the  central  portion.  The  striae  are  often  united  by  ir- 
regular anastomosing  lines;  there  is  frequently  also  a  line  sur- 
rounding the  base  of  the  projecting  angles.  Between  the  stria 
the  lateral  portions  are  cellulose,  exactly  like  the  central. 

This  cellulose  structure  is  easily  observed  under  a  moderate 
power  of  the  microscope.  The  angles  are  roimded,  and  occasion- 
ally constricted  at  their  base,  but  more  frequently  not  so.  There 
is  no  constriction  at  the  junction  of  the  lateral  portions  with  the 
central  one. 

This  species  is  a  most  beautiful  microscopic  object. 
Plate  VIII.  fig.  3.  Biddulphia  pulchella, 

2.  B.  aurita.  Frustules  very  minute ;  cellulose  structure  indistinct ; 
lateral  portions  without  striae.  Diatoma  auritum,  Lyngb. ;  Ag.  Syst. 

*  The  lower  figures  seem  to  have  been  drawn  firom  Diatoma  isniaforms. 
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p.  6;  Orey.  in  Hook.  Br.  Fl.  p.  404  ;  Kutz.  Syn.  Diatom,  p.  585. 
Odontella  auritat  Ag.  Consp.  IHatom.  p.  56 ;  Harv.  Br.  Alg.  p.  201 ; 
Berk,  in  £ng.  Bot.  t.  2842.  fig.  2.  (excellent). 
On  marine  algse.    EaBt-Boume,  Sussex,  Mr,  Jenner. 

Prustules  very  minute^  quadrilateral^  varying  from  nearly 
square  to  twice  as  long  as  broad.  This  difference  depends  upon 
the  breadth  of  the  central  portion  or  band,  which  is  narrowest  in 
the  newly-formed  frustule^  and  broadest  at  the  time  two  new  frus- 
ttdes  are  formed^  whilst  the  lateral  portions  remain  nearly  of  the 
same  size  in  all  the  stages  of  growth. 

The  reticulations  of  the  frustules  are  so  very  minute^  that  they 
can  only  be  perceived  by  employing  the  highest  power  of  the  mi- 
croscope after  the  colouring  matter  is  removed*. 

The  lateral  portions  are  constricted  at  their  junction  with  the 
central  one,  and  are  destitute  of  striae ;  I  have  never  seen  more 
than  one  convex  projection  between  the  angles^  which  are  also 
more  elongated  and  less  rounded  at  the  point  than  those  of  the 
preceding  species. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  species  differs  from  ptdchella  in 
the  same  manner  as  Isthmia  enervis  does  from  /.  obliqttata,  namely 
in  the  absence  of  strise.  But  Biddulphia  aurita  also  differs  6t)m 
B.  pulchella  in  its  smaller  size^  in  the  obscure  reticulations  of  the 
frufltule,  and  by  the  constriction  at  the  junction  of  the  lateral 
portions  with  the  central  one. 

A  specimen  of  this  species  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  given 
me  by  Mr.  Harvey,  has  the  cellulose  structure  rather  more  evi- 
dent than  the  Sussex  specimens. 

Plate  VIII.  fig,  4.  Biddulphia  auriia. 

Amphitetras,  Eh. 
Filaments  4-8ided ;  frustules  reticulated,  cubiform,  cohering  by 
one  of  the  angles  and  forming  a  zigzag  chain. 

Filaments  attached  by  one  of  the  angles  of  the  basal  frustule ; 
frustules  cubiform,  rectangular,  or  more  frequently  with  all  the 
angles  sUghtly  produced,  reticulated,  cohering  irregularly  by  one 
of  their  angles  so  as  to  form  a  zigzag  chain. 

Thi«  genus  agrees  with  htkmia  and  Biddulphia  in  the  reticu- 
lated structure  of  the  frustules ;  in  the  great  size  of  the  lateral 
surfaces,  between  which  the  central  portion  appears  like  a  band ; 
in  the  produced  angles,  which  are  situated  entirely  in  the  lateral 
portions;  and  in  cohering  at  the  angles  and  thus  forming  a  zig- 
zag chain.     It  also  agrees  with  these  genera  in  their  pecuhar 

•  Mrs.  Grifiitbs  employs  nitric  acid  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  co- 
louring  matter.  This  method  is  on  some  accounts  preferable  to  that  of  burn- 
ing, especially  as  it  is  less  liable  to  injure  the  iVustules ;  it  takes  ho^f  ever^more 
time,  whflst  the  other  requirei  only  a  few  minutes. 
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mode  of  growth  already  describedj  two  new  fimstules  being  gra* 
dually  formed  within  the  old  one ;  but  it  differs  from  hthma  in 
having  all  its  angles  equals  and  from  both  in  having  a  foiur-sided 
and  not  a  compressed  figure. 

1.  A,  antediluviana,^Yi,  Frustules  nearly  square,  lateral  surfaces  with 
the  cells  arranged  in  a  radiate  form.    Pritch.  Infos,  p.  442. 
Parasitic  on  the  smaller  marine  algae.     Ilfracombe,  Devonshire  ; 

and  by  the  Mumbles  Light-house  near  Swansea. 

It  is  of  a  dirty-brown  colour  when  recent  and  becomes  paler 
in  drying. 

Filaments  elongated,  frequently  containing  thirty  frustules  in 
a  chain ;  frustules  minute,  nearly  equal  in  length  and  breadth ; 
each  lateral  portion  has  four  slightly  produced  angles  and  no  in- 
termediate projections,  and  its  cells  are  rather  Isurge  and  some- 
what radiate. 

On  a  lateral  view  the  figure  is  quadrangular  with  concave  sides, 
and  at  each  angle  there  is  either  a  round  opening,  or  a  large  and 
more  strongly  marked  cell  which  presents  the  appearance  of  one. 

The  central  portion  is  four-sided,  and  its  reticulations,  which 
are  smaller,  are  frequently  arranged  in  lines. 

Mrs.  Griffiths  aptly  compares  the  figures  of  the  separated  frus- 
tules to  bales  of  cloth  made  up  with  bands  for  exportation. 

Plate  VIII.  fig.  5.  a,  Amphitetras  antediluviana ;  b,  frustules  deprived 
of  their  colouring  matter ;  c,  lateral  view. 

[To  be  continued.] 
PROCEEDINGS  OF  LEARNED  SOCIETIES. 

ZOOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

Nov.  22.  1842.— Wm.  Yarrell,  Esq.,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

The  following  descriptions  of  new  species  of  Nerites,  collected  by 
Mr.  Cuming  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  by  M.  C.  A.  R6cluz,  were  read. 

Observation, — By  length  is  meant  the  distance  from  the  summit 
of  the  spire  to  the  external  base  of  the  columella ;  by  breadth,  the 
diameter  formed  by  the  extremities  of  a  line  which  should  pass  from 
the  anterior  to  the  posterior  side ;  and  by  convexity  or  thickness,  the 
distance  comprised  between  the  most  convex  parts  of  the  columella 
and  of  the  last  whorl. 

Second  Section  of  the  Genus. — Shells  smooth,  or  striated  length- 
wise ;  outer  lip  without  teeth  and  without  furrows  intemaUy ;  colu- 
mella not  notched  at  the  summit ;  columellar  lip  sharp,  or  crenulated 
at  the  margin.    Neritina,  Lamarck. 

*  Orbiculatse  sen  subhemisphsericse. 
1.  Nbrita  labiosa  (Sowerby).    N,  tesid  orbicularis  postick  angus- 
tatd,  fomicatd,  crassd,  tnaximd,  striatd,JuscO'Viridescente,  nigro 
et  rufo  obsolete  variegatd ;  anfractibus  duobus  ad  suturam  corn- 
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pres$i$  ;  igdce  compresso-concavo ;  aperturd  orbiculari,  suhcontinud, 
hUiis  aUndd;  labia  latisshno,  dqtressO'planOtfuscO'tturantio,  mar- 
gine  subarcuato,  edentulo;  labia  rotwulato,  9uperwb  et  infernk 
dilatato. 
Var.  /3.  Tesid  nigreicente,  immaculatd. 

Long.  1-52 ;  lat.  1*84 ;  conv.  1'04  poll.  Apertone  altitado  1*52 ; 
lat.  1-60  poU. 

Hob.  Ad  Insolas  Philippinas ;  Tanhay,  isle  of  Negros :  in  a  small 
river.  Var.  /3,  Agoo,  province  of  Pangasinan,  isle  of  Lu9on :  on 
stones  in  a  rapid  river. 

Two  pyriform  muscular  impressions,  and  more  forward  than  in  any 
other  species,  are  visible  at  the  internal  base  of  the  columella,  which 
has  no  trace  of  callosity. 

The  upper  tooth.of  the  operculum  is  oblique,  lamellated,  with  a 
strongly-cut  crest,  a  character  which  is  unique  in  the  genus  Nerita. 

2.  Nbrita  sqttamapicta.  N.  testd  ovatO'Subhemisphisricd,  supra 
medium  vix  depressd,  striis  longitudinalibus  rematis  eupern^  et  an- 
tick  subarcuatis  impressd,  sub  epidermide  olivaceo  maculis  squami- 

formibus  antick  mgro-marginatis  undique  pictd  ,•  t^ce  rotundato- 
obtuso ;  aperturd  extils  ovatd,  intils  albidO'Ccerulescente ;  labia 
plana,  lutescente,  media  alba,  antick  tenue  arcuatim  denticulato. 
Long.  1-16 ;  lat.  1*44;  conv.  088  poll. 

Hab,  Agoo,  province  of  Pangasinan,  isle  of  Lufon :  in  a  rapid 
river. 

Operculum  similar  to  the  Nerites,  allied  to  N.  pulligera ;  subcon- 
vex  above,  finely  striated  lengthwise,  of  a  whitish  fawn-colour  pos- 
teriorly ;  rosy  anteriorly,  streaked  with  circular  bands  of  a  blackish 
blue ;  subconcave  below,  of  a  dirty  green,  spotted  with  rosy  white 
at  the  anterior  side.  Two  teeth :  the  upper  one  ovate,  acute  at  the 
summit,  reddish ;  the  lower  one  circular,  canaliculated  lengthwise, 
feebly  striated  transversely,  yellowish. 

3.  Nbeita  Petiti,  R^cluz,  Rev.  Cuv.  1841.  p.  274.  No.  24. 
Var.  j3.  T.  majoritfusca^castaned  ;  infimk  et  superhk  ad  suturam  com- 

pressd  et  subcanaliculatd ;  spird  retusd. 
Var.  y.  T.  minari,  Jusco-nigrescente,  sub  acuta  et  lumine  maculis 
nigris  diversi/ormibus  natatd;  aperturd  subratundd,  supernk  et  in^ 
ferne  dilatatd,  inttts  aurantid. 
Long.  1-40;  lat.  1*96;  conv.  1'16  poll. 

Hab,  Gagayan,  province  of  Misamis,  island  of  Mindanao :  on 
stones.     Var.  y,  Agoo :  in  a  mountain-stream. 

The  operculum  of  this  species  differs  from  that  of  N,  pulligera 
only  in  its  paler  colour. 

4.  Nbrita  aspbrulata.  N,  testd  ovatO'ellipticd,  striis  intertextis 
granulosis  asperulatd, /usco-nigrd,  sub  acuta  et  lumine,  lineis  ni- 
gris ramasis  transversis  intricatis  natatd-,  anfractibus  \\,  supernk 
depressis;  apice  praminula,  abtuso;  aperturd  ratundatd,  supeml 
et  in/emik  dilatatd,  tutea-Juscescente ;  labia  ptanO'Campresso,  mar- 
gins vix  arcuato  et  tenue  rugulaso. 

Lcmg.  0-56 ;  lat.  076  ad  084 ;  conv.  0-40  ad  0-44  poU. 
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Hah.  Pagagtiing,  province  of  North  Ylocos,  island  of  LTi9on :  on 
stones  in  a  small  river. 

The  operculum  of  this  species  does  not  differ  from  that  of  N.ptd- 
ligera,  except  in  its  colour,  which  is  of  a  brownish  black,  faintly  and 
indistinctly  striated  with  fawn-colour  from  the  summit  to  the  anterior 
margin ;  the  strin  often  scarcely  apparent. 

5.  Nbbita  Panayana.  N,  testd  parvd,  ovato-hemispluaricd,  ven- 
trico8d,po8tic^  angustatd,  tenui;  luteo-virideacente,  lineolis  niares- 
centibus  angulato-flexuosis  creberrimis  pictd;  an/ractibus  If  sn- 
premo  eroso-retuso ;  aperturd  extds  orbicularis  intus  dilataid, 
albidO'Ccerulescente ;  coiwnelld  semulunari  pland,  albd,  antic^  rec* 
tiusculd. 

Long.  0-28 ;  lat.  0*40 ;  conv.  0*20  poll.  Apertura  altit.  et  diam, 
0-28  poll. 

Hab.  River  Dingle,  province  of  Ylo-Ylo,  island  of  Panay :  on 
small  stones. 

Operculum  unknown.  This  species  resembles  some  varieties  of 
Ner.  dubia,  but  differs  ftx)m  them  by  its  form  and  by  its  spire ;  also 
in  the  absence  of  any  depression  at  the  inferior  margin  of  the  colu- 
mella. 

6.  Nerita  crbpidularia  (Lamarck). 

Var.  mqfor.     T.  hemisphdericd,  crassiusculd,  dorso  fonUcatd,  pur^ 
pureo-nigrescente  maculis  quadratis  luteis  tessellatd,  aperturd  ear- 
tilLs  continud  pallid^  cinnamomed^  labio  subpkmo,  in  medio  longitU' 
dinaliter  arcuatimque  sulco  notato,  antu^  arcwUim  crenuUUo. 
Long.  0-80;  lat.  1'04;  conv.  0-60  poll. 

Hab.  Jimmaymilan,  isle  of  Negros :  found  on  the  trunks  of  the 
Nepa  Palm,  in  brackish  water. 

I  do  not  see  in  the  characters  of  this  Nerite  an3rthing  to  cause  its 
separation  from  the  Neritina  crepidularia,  Lam. ;  N,  nutruh,  Menke« 
'  Synopsis,'  p.  48 ;  nor  from  the  N.  violacea,  Gmelin,  if  it  is  not  its 
larger  proportions.  I  presume  that  the  Patella  neritoidea,  Linn.» 
Mus.  Lud.  Ulr.,  p.  688.  No.  409,  is  the  same  shell,  worn  and  occu- 
pied by  a  Pagurue. 

7.  Nbrita  Rangiana,  R6c1uz  in  Gu^rin,  Rev.  Cuv.  1841.  p.  339. 
No.  46. 

Var.  minor.     T.  ptdchrh  viridi,  puncttdis  albia,  antie^  tUaro  wutrgi" 
natis,  traneversim  2-4  seriatie,  ad  sutttram  maculis  albis  subarcu* 
atis  lacteis  omatd.     An  Ner.  viridis,  Sowerby,  Conch.  lUustr., 
f.  34? 
Long.  0-23 ;  lat.  024  poll. 

Hah.  Dumagu6t6,  island  of  Negros :  found  in  a  small  stream. 
Operculum  green,  slightly  concave  above,  finely  striated  length- 
wise, with  two  other  circular  strie  from  the  svmmit  to  the  posterior 
margin ;  very  convex  underneath,  hollowed  at  the  posterior  side  for 
the  insertion  of  the  muscle,  and  provided  with  two  teeth  at  the  top ; 
the  upper  one  very  short,  lamellated,  and  truncated  at  the  summit ; 
the  second  oiroular,  equally  short,  dilated  into  a  sort  of  plate  on  the 
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tide  of  the  summit  of  the  operculum,  which  gives  to  this  tooth  a 
lanceolate  form. 

The  figure  puhlished  by  Mr.  Sowerby  under  the  name  of  Neriiina 
viridis,  Han.,  and  which  this  author  says  inhabits  Antigua,  appears 
to  me  to  be  the  same  as  Ner.  Rangiana,  var,  minor ;  but  as  I  have  only 
his  figure  to  guide  me,  I  cannot  state  it  as  a  fact. 

8.  Nbrita  pulliobra,  Linn.,  Lamarck  (non  Lesson,  Voy.  Coq.). 
Var.  /9.  T,  labio  postic^  aucto, 

Hab.  Cagayan,  island  of  Mindanao :  on  stones  in  a  deep  river. 

This  prolongation  of  the  posterior  border  of  the  columella  renders 
this  variety  remarkable.  This  Nerite  may  possibly  be  found  here- 
after biauriculated, 

*  *  Auriculat». 

9.  NaatTA  suBAtTRicuLATA.  N,  tesid  ovatO'hemisph^cd,  eonvexd, 
fuscO'Violascente,  punctis  albidO'lutesctntilms  dens^  aspersd ;  apice 
brevissimo ;  aperturd  estiis  ovatd,  postic^  truncatd,  continud, 
piumbeo-nigrescente,  dilaiatdf  colvmelld  convexo-depressd,  sulco 
obsoleto  circwncinctd,  antic^  vix  arcuatd,  denticulatdj  labro  su* 
pernio  in  auriculd  brevisiimd  prolongato. 

Long.'  0*62  ad  0*56 ;  lat  0*68  ad  0-72 ;  conv.  0-32  ad  0*40  poll. 

Hab»  Jimamailan,  isle  of  Negros :  on  the  Nepa  Palm  trunks  in 
brackish  water. 

This  Neriiina  is  very  nearly  allied  to  Ner,  violacea,  Ghnel.,  but  is 
smaller,  less  convex,  with  the  summit  more  inclined  towards  the 
margin ;  the  opening  truncated  posteriorly,  dilated  at  the  summit 
and  at  the  base,  and  auriculated  on  the  superior  side.  The  operou* 
lum  does  not  differ  materially ;  it  is  a  little  darker  above*  with  a  flesh- 
coloured  zone  on  the  middle,  visible  only  at  its  base. 

10.  NaarrA  bioanaliculata.  N,  teetd  ovtUd,  poetic^  tnmcatd, 
dorso  conveatd,  tenm,  pellucidd,  Jwceecente,  Uneie  violaceO'nigris, 
crebr^  et  eleganter  reticulatd ;  apice  brevissimo,  doreo  interdum 
compresso  piano ;  labio  lato,  eubconvexo,  margine  arcuatim  ienue 
denticulato ;  labro  postich  biauriculato  ;  auriculie  anguitis,  subtHe 
eanaliculatie, 

Var.  /3.  T.  fueceecente,  lineolis  obsoletis,  intersHHie  interdum  comco^ 
anguetis;  spird  integerrimd,  puncti/ormi ;  auriculis  concaviueculie, 
aperturd  pallida /used. 

Var.  y.  T.  pallidiore,  vix  reticulatd. 

Hab,  Island  of  Camiguing :  found  in  a  small  pond.  Var.  /3,  Pbs« 
signing,  province  of  North  Ylocos :  on  stones  in  a  rapid  river.  Var.  y, 
Abulug,  province  of  Cagayan :  on  stones  in  a  large  river. 

A  fine  Neritina,  very  distinct  from  all  the  auriculated  species 
hitherto  known.  Its  auricles  are  narrow,  convex  above,  and  hollow 
beneath,  or  in  form  of  a  short  canal. 

Operculum  oval,  fiat  above,  fiesh-coloured,  and  radiated  from  the 
summit  to  tiie  anterior  side  with  five  to  seven  blackish  lines ;  the 
anterior  side  bordered  with  a  blood-coloured  zone,  enclosed  by  an- 
other pellucid  zone ;  very  fine  striie  spring  from  the  summit,  and 
radiate  to  the  anterior  side  in  an  opposite  direction  to  the  bands. 
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Inferior  surfieu^e  less  flat,  pale  rosy  brown  or  reddish  brown»  as  well 
as  the  teeth,  which  offer  nothing  particular,  and  which  resemble 
those  of  the  opercula  of  Ner.  puUigera  and  other  allied  species.  The 
operculum  of  var.  /3  is  of  an  uniform  colour  above,  on  account  of 
its  zones  being  confluent.  That  of  var.  y  is  of  a  very  pale  green» 
with  a  circular  stria,  which  divides  its  external  surface  in  two  parts 
almost  longitudinally.  This  character  is  also  observable  upon  the 
operculum  of  var.  /3,  but  very  faintly.  There  is  no  trace  of  it  upon 
the  type. 

*  *  *  Spinosse,  interdum  muticse  (Clithon,  Montfort). 
11.  Nbrita  olivacba.  N,  testd  ovato-globosd,  ventricosd,  crassd, 
griseO'Olivaced,  anfractibus  2§,  supern^  depressiusculis  ;  apice  sub- 
convexo,  obhiso,  lateraU,  in  medio  deroso  ;  apertwrd  extils  subqua- 
dratd,  intiis  exalbidd,  labio  postic^  rufescente,  piano,  margine 
crenato,  et  in  medio  vix  arcuato. 
Long.  M2 ;  lat.  1-36;  conv.  0*76  poll. 

Hab,  Agoo,  province  of  Pangasinan,  island  of  Luf  on  :  on  stones 
in  a  rapid  river. 

This  Clithon  has  sometimes  a  brownish  zone  posteriorly,  with  some 
faint  reddish  spots.  The  summit  of  the  shell  is  corroded  and  exca- 
vated. Operculum  of  a  Clithon,  rosy  white,  spotted  with  red  at  the 
summit,  and  faintly  marked  with  a  circular  streak  in  the  centre  of 
its  external  surfiace.  The  interior  surface  is  reddish,  convex,  and 
flattened  at  the  base ;  two  teeth  at  the  top,  the  upper  one  lamellated, 
elevated  into  an  obtuse  point ;  the  second  or  inferior  one  circular 
and  striated.     Underneath  this  tooth  there  is  a  great  depression. 

12.  Nbrita  bicolob.  N,  testd  ventricoso-ovatd,  crassiusculd,  sub 
suturd  depressiusculd,  strigis  nigris  et  olivaceis  longitudinalibus 
densbpictd;  apice  eroso;  aperturd  extHs  subguadratd  exalbidd;  labio 
piano,  supernk  calloso  basi  canaliculato,  margine  in  medio  arcuato, 
et  obsolete  dentato ;  dente  cardinali  majori. 
Long.  1-04;  lat.  1-20;  conv.  0*76  poll. 
Hab,  Agoo :  in  a  mountain-stream. 

Operculum  of  a  Clithon,  oval,  solid,  whitish,  striated  lengthwise 
in  an  oblique  direction,  and  marked  with  a  circular  furrow  from  the 
summit  to  the  posterior  margin,  ending  in  a  slight  notch ;  inferior 
surface  furnished  with  a  large,  circular,  slightly  raised  rib,  prolonged 
in  an  obtuse  angle  at  the  posterior  margin.  Two  teeth  at  the  top : 
the  upper  one  an  oblique  rosy  plate  terminated  at  the  summit ;  the 
lower  one  circular,  delicate  ydlow,  enlarged  at  tiie  sunmiit,  and 
striated  lengthwise  and  across. 

18.  Nbbita  intbi^rttpta.  N,  testd  ovato-semiglobosd,  apice  valdh 
corrosd  et  truncatd,  olvvaced,  lineolis  luteis  interdum  interruptis 
creberrimis  etfasciis  latiuaculis  luteis  transversis  pictd;  aperturd 
extils  semi'Ovali,  intlis  luted ;  labio  subsemilunari,  planO'Concavo, 
margine  in  medio  arcuato,  acuta,  dente  cardinali  exserto. 
Lat.  0-96  ;  conv.  0*64  poll. 

Hab,  Yba,  province  of  Zambales,  isle  of  Lu9on :  on  stones  in  a 
rapid  river. 
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Tlie  flat  and  greatly  eroded  summit  does  not  allow  the  form  and 
length  of  the  shell  to  he  ascertained  with  exactitude.  It  appears  to 
me  to  have  at  most  a  whorl  and  a  half  ^edntly  depressed  helow  the 
sQture. 

Operculum  very  like  that  of  N.  bicolor,  but  of  a  yellowish  white 
colour  externally.  On  the  inferior  surface  I  observe  that  the  upper 
tooth  is  stronger ;  the  lower  one  annulated  transversely,  in  a  more 
distinct  manner.  The  intermediary  plate  is  more  compressed  and 
less  sinuous  at  the  margin*  and  the  notch  at  the  posterior  part  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  deeper. 

14.  Nbbita  anoulosa.  N.  testd  ventricoso-globosd,  supernk  de^ 
pressO'pland,  subtiis  angulosd,  olivaced,  maculis  luteis  parvulis  ob' 
soletis  notatd;  anfractibus  duobus  inaqttaliter  rugatis ;  tiqtremo 
derosO'Concttvo,  apertvrd  subrotundatd,  antic^  et  postic^  angustatd, 
nq}ernk  et  infernk  dUataid;  columelld  angustd,  medio  concavd,  SU' 
pern^  callosd,  amtic^  iemii  denticulatd,  medio  emarginatd. 

Long.  0-72 ;  lat.  0*92  ;  conv.  0*60  poll. 

Hob,  Casan,  province  of  Misamis,  island  of  Mindanao :  on  stones 
in  a  small  stream. 

Operculum  oval,  waved  with  grey  on  the  anterior  side,  with  a 
narrow  circular  furrow  ending  in  a  strong  posterior  notch :  this  fur- 
row bounds  a  superior,  obtuse  and  circular  angle.  The  summit  of 
an  orange  colour ;  internal  surface  bearing  a  curved  rib  in  the  centre* 
of  greater  or  less  width.  Superior  tooth  yellowish  and  obtuse ;  the 
inferior  yellowish  white  and  substriated  leng^wise ;  the  intermediary 
plate  between  the  two  teeth  of  a  citron  colour,  cut  obliquely  at  the 
margin.  The  depression  existing  at  the  base  of  the  lower  tooth  is 
of  a  flesh- colour  approaching  to  cinnamon. 

15.  Nbrita  cibcumvolttta.  N,  testd  globoso-subovatd,  dilute fitlvd 
in  roseo  vertente,  punctis  luteolis  antich  lineis  nigris  marginatit 
marmoratd,  zoma  nigris  remotis  circumcinctd ;  anfractibus  duobus 
nigro-marginatis ;  supremo  obtuso,  decorticato ;  aperturd  albidd; 
IMo  piano,  supern^  calloso,  antic^  ruguloso,  et  in  medio  arcuatim 
emarginato. 

Long.  072 ;  lat.  084 ;  conv.  0*68 poll. 

Hab,  ad  Insulas  Philippinas. 

Operculum  of  a  Ciithon,  oval,  of  a  rosy  white,  with  a  broad,  rather 
concave  and  central  furrow ;  on  the  interior  face  of  a  pale  ydlowish 
colour,  shaded  with  rose.  One  lamellated  and  pointed  tooth  near 
the  summit,  and  an  inferior  one,  which  is  circular,  subcanaliculated 
in  the  centre,  and  striated  transversely. 

16.  NsBiTA  sauAJiBOSA.  N.  testd  ventricoso-globosd,  interdmn 
subovatd,  supern^  depressd  et  subangulatd,  epidermide  squarrosd, 
maculis  rufescentibus  angulatis  con/ertis  nigro  sen  olivaceo  mar^ 
ginatis  pictd,  apice  rotundatd,  aperturd  ejptils  subquadratd,  intits 
albido-carulescente ;  labio  suprd,  lutescente,  piano,  antic^  ruguloso, 
medio  arcuato. 

Var.  /3.  T,  subrubicundd,  nigro-fasciatd. 

Var.  y.  2\  roseo-purpurascente,  albo^maculatd,  labio  moraine  detrito. 
Am.  ^  Mag.  N.  Hist.  Vol.xn.  U 
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Var.  d.  T.  roseo'purpurascente,  albO'maculatd,  tugrescenU  fEuciatd ; 

labio  detrito. 
Long.  0-80  ad  0-84 ;  lat.  1-04  ad  108 ;  conv.  0*68  ad  076  poU. 
Hab.  Jimamailan,  isle  of  Negros :   on  stones  in  a  mountain- 
stream.     Var.  fi,  Ginijeran»  isle  of  Negros :  on  stones  in  a  sluggish 
river.     Var.  y  and  5,  island  of  Burias. 

Operculum  of  a  Clithon,  whitish  or  rather  rosy  externally,  with 
one  or  two  circular  strise  in  the  centre ;  of  a  livid  rose-colour,  spotted 
with  yellow  on  the  interior.  Two  teeth  :  the  first  lamellated,  pointed 
at  the  summit ;  the  lower  one  circular,  narrow,  striated  lengthwise 
and  across,  hut  faintly.  Subapophysary  canal  spotted  with  livid 
rose,  showing  below  two  remote  angles,  but  slightly  raised. 

17.  Nebita  Sowebbiana.  N,  testd  subglobosd,  tenuk  striaid  mgro 
et  alhido  tUtemeUim  fasciatd ;  fasciis  niyris  albo-articulaiis,  aUndis 
maculis  mgro-marginatia  antic^  sagittatis  omatd ;  atrfractibus  tri^ 
bus,  convexis;  spird  vix  prommdd,  rotundatd;  aperturd  obliqud 
cinerascente;  labio  subconvexo,  lutescente,  antich  denticulato  ar- 
cuatoque. 
Var.  /3.  T.  cinereo-lutescente,  maculis  sagittatis  ut  supr^  subzonatd; 

ad  suturam  maculis  arcuatis  nigris  omatd, 
Var.  y.  T,  nigerrimd,  maculis  triangularibus  albidis  adspersd,  ad 

suturam  interdum  subspinosd, 
Var.  S,  T.  nigerrimd,  maculis  raris  subpunctatd,  zonis  duabus  luteS' 

centibus  cinctd^  ad  suturam  subspinosd. 
Long.  0-56  ad  060 ;  lat.  0*64  ad  0*72 ;  conv.  0*48  poll. 
Hab.  Sinait,  province  of  North  Ylocoa,  island  of  Lu9on :  on  the 
stony  bed  of  a  small  river.  Var.  /3,  y  and  d,  island  of  Guimaras :  found 
in  a  small  stream  on  rocks. 

Operculum  of  a  Clithon,  deeply  hollowed  with  a  circular  stria  in 
the  centre,  zoned  transversely  with  bluish  in  the  anterior  portion  of 
its  external  surface ;  the  interior  of  a  yellowish  or  livid  rose-colour : 
upper  tooth  citron,  short,  obtuse,  united  to  the  lower  one,  which  is 
smooth,  circular,  striated  lengthwise  and  across  by  a  short  plate, 
which  is  subsinuous  anteriorly. 

I  see  no  difference  among  all  the  varieties  which  I  unite  to  this 
Nerite,  except  those  of  colour.  The  characters  of  the  operculum 
are  the  same. 

I  have  very  great  satisfaction  in  dedicating  this  species  to  that 
scientific  conchologist,  Mr.  G.  B.  Sowerby. 

18.  Nebita  Montacuti.  N.  testd  ventricoso-globosd,  suprH  me- 
dium  spinis  brevibus  coronatd,  obliqud  striatd,  lutescente,  supern^ 
et  infrd  medium  zonis  nigris  lutescente  maculatis  pictd ;  supremd 
latiore;  an/ractibus  tribus  supern^  depresso -plants ;  spird  depresso- 
convexd;  aperturd  dilatatd,  rotundatd,  albido-lutescente ;  labio  an- 
gusto,  medio  concavo,  margine  denticulato,  in  centre  arcuato. 
Var.  p.  T.  olivaced,  maculis  luteseentibus  adspersd,  ultimo  an/ractu 

superni  convexiusculo,  labio  denticulato. 
Var.  y.  T.  dilute  olivaced,  maculis  pallidioribus  nigro  antic^  sagit- 
tatis marginatisque ;  ultimo  an/ractu  supernt  subconvexo,  labio 
edentulo,  integerrimo. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Zoological  Society.  288 

Var.  h.  T.  nigerrimd,  punctis  albis  sparsis  notatd;  labia  deniiculato. 
Var.  e.  ?    T.  fulvd,  nigrescenie  tinctd,  sub  oculo  et  lumine  punctu- 

lis  pellucidis  obsitd;  spinis  extrorsum  curvatis ;  ultimo  anfractu 

basis  costuld  notato  ;  spird  vix  prominuld. 
Long.  0-76;  lat.  0*80  ad  0*88;  conv.  0*60  ad  0*64  poll. 
Hab.  Island  of  Burias :  on  stones  in  a  rivulet. 
I  consider  it  my  duty  to  dedicate  this  Nerite  to  the  learned  con- 
ehologifit  Montagu,  as  a  homage  due  to  his  talents. 

19.  Nerita  Donovani.  JV.  testd  semiglobosd,  tenu^  et  dens^  striatd, 
vifidescente,  lineis  obliquis  purpureo-nigrescentibus,  equidistantibus 
undatis  omatd;  an/ractibus  tribus  convexis,  supra  medium  spinis 
incurvis  armatis ;  apice  deroso  ;  aperturd  ccsrtdescente,  basi  effusd, 
angulosd;  labia  angusto,  supernb  calloso,  basi  concava,  margine 
subrecto  denticulato  ;  dente  cardiwili  mqjori, 

Var.  /3.  T.  ovatd,  nitidd,  maculis  viridibus  et  purpurascentibus  densh 
tessellatd;  spinosd,  ultimo  anfractu  supernk  ascendente,  basi  costuld 
transversd  notato  ;  spird  prominuld. 
Long.  0-50 ;  lat.  0-60 ;  conv.  0*40  poll.     Var.  /J,  long.  0*56 ;  lat. 
0-60;  conv.  0*44  poll. 

Hab.  Island  of  Guimaras  :  on  stones  in  a  small  stream. 
Whatever  the  difference  of  form  and  colour,  it  does  not  appear  to 
me  possible  to  distinguish  these  two  shells  otherwise  than  as  vari- 
eties of  the  same  type.     Their  operculum  is  unknown  to  me. 

20.  Nebita  Michaudi,  K^cluz  in  Rev.  Cuv.  1841.  p.  315.  No.  38. 
Var.  j3.  T.  tenui,  lineolis  nigris  longitudinalibus  rectis  creberrimis,  et 

maculis  luteis  lined  nigrd  antick  cinctis  concatenatis  triserialibusque 

pictd. 
Var.  y.  T.  an/ractibus  supra  medium  spinis  brevibus  angustisque  ar^ 

matis. 
Hab.  Bauang,  province  of  Pangasinan,  isle  of  Lu9on :  on  small 
•tones  on  the  bank  of  a  river. 

21.  Nebita  pulchella.  N.  testd  subglobosd,  nitidd,  vix  striatd, 
luteO'Viridescente,  maculis  nigris  sagitiatis  et  sonis  ^cqualibus  re* 
matis  nigris  lutescentk  articulatis  omatd;  spird  nulld;  apice  con^ 
vexo;  aperturd  semi-rotundd,  carulescente ;  labia  angusta,  subcon- 
vexa,  supernk  calloso,  antick  subrecto,  denticulate  ;  dente  cardinali 
mt^ori. 

Var.  /3.  Testd  sordid^  purpurascente,  albo  punctatd  et  sonis  cmruleO' 

tnridescentibus  albo^maculatis  cinctd. 
Var.  y.  Testd  purpurascente,  maculis  albis  nigra  sagittatis  et  xonis 

nigris  albo-articulatis  omatd. 
Var.  d.  Testd  rubicundd,  punctulis  albis,  antick  obsolete  purpurea^ 

nigrescentibus,  antick  marginatis  marmoratd ;  labro  crassiore. 
Long.  036  ad  0*40 ;  lat  044  ad  0*48 ;  conv.  032  poll. 
Hab,  SubI,  province  of  Pangasinan,  isle  of  Lu9on :  in  a  small 
■tream. 

Opercnlum  of  a  Clithon,  yellowish  white,  marked  with  a  fine  oir« 
eular  streak  in  the  centre :  two  teeth  at  the  summit  of  the  interior 
face ;  the  upper  one  short,  yellow ;  the  lower  one  circular,  ydlow, 
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Btriated  lengthwise  and  acroM,  sometimes  dilated  at  the  sommit ; 
the  interm^iary  plate  between  the  two  teeth  of  a  whitish  colour. 

December  13. — Prof.  Rymer  Jones  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  Gould,  at  the  request  of  the  Chairman,  exhibited  some  new 
species  of  the  genus  Ortyx,  which  he  thus  characterizes : — 

Orttx  NiOBoeuLARis.     Ort.  vertice  et  corpore  9vperiore  splemdidi 
fuscis;  strigd  nigrd  super ciUari,  a  rostro  usque  ad  occiput;  et 
super  hanc  strigd  albd;  sub  oculos  lined  albd  a  rostro  adplumas 
auriculares,  etper  latera  colli  excurrente,  gulamque  tUgram  drcuHU 
dante  plumis  pectoris  et  abdominis  albis  nigro  marginatis  angmsik 
apud  pectus,  lath  et  distinct^  apud  abdomen,  et  sese  squametikm 
ostendentibus  ;  femoribus  crissoque  arenaceo-casianeis ;  plumis  la» 
teralibus  in  medio  albis. 
Crown  and  all  the  upper  surface  rich  brown;  margins  of  the 
tertiaries  and  wing-coverts  fawn-colour;   these  feathers  are  also 
crossed  with  indistinct  zigzag  lines,  freckles,  and  blotches  of  black 
and  blackish  brown ;  primaries  greyish  brown ;  tail  deep  bluish  grey, 
the  centre  feathers  and  the  external  margins  of  the  remainder  fireckled 
with  reddish  brown  and  buff;  a  black  stripe,  commencing  at  the  base 
of  the  bill,  passes  over  the  eye  to  the  occiput ;  above  this  a  stripe  of 
white ;  below  the  eye  a  wlute  line  from  the  base  of  the  bill  to  the 
ear-coverts,  down  the  sides  of  the  neck,  and  encircling  the  throat, 
which  is  jet  black ;  feathers  of  the  chest  and  abdomen  white,  mar- 
gined vnih  a  zone  of  black ;  narrow  on  the  chest,  broad  and  distinct 
on  the  abdomen ;  giving  the  under  surface  a  scaly  appearance ;  flanks, 
thighs  and  under  tail-coverts  sandy  chestnut,  the  centre  of  each  of 
the  flank-feathers  white ;  bill  black ;  feet  flesh- white. 

Total  length,  8  inches ;  bill,  ^ ;  wing,  4^ ;  tail,  2^ ;  tarsi,  1^. 
Hob.  Mexico ;  locality  unknown.     In  the  collection  of  the  Earl  of 
Derby. 

Remark, — ^This  species  is  of  the  same  form  and  nearly  of  the  sanie 
size  as  O.  Virginiana, 

Obtyx  pbctobalis.     Ort,  vertice  et  nuchd  nigrescenti-fusds ;  lined 
angustd  albd  frontali  super  oculos  et  per  nuckam  ductd;  plumis 
auricularibus,  colli  lateribus,  et pectore  nigris;  guld  albd;  abdo^ 
mine,  lateribus  et  crisso,  cervinis ;  plumis  lateralibus  inferioribus, 
ad  apices  nigro  alboque  guttatis  dorso  superiore,  humeris  scapulis- 
que  castaneis,  tectricibus  alarum,  et  caudic,  tertiariis,  et  dorso  imo, 
cinereo-fuscis ;  plumis  omnibus  corporis  superioris  cervino  pallid^ 
marginatis,  et  punctatis. 
Crown  of  the  head  and  back  of  the  neck  blackish  brown ;  a  narrow 
stripe  of  white  crosses  the  forehead,  passes  over  the  eye,  and  extends 
down  the  back  of  the  neck  below  the  occiput ;  ear- coverts,  sides  of 
the  neck  and  chest,  black ;  throat  white ;  abdomen,  flanks  and  under 
tail-coverts  fiawn-colour ;  the  tips  of  the  feathers  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  flanks  spotted  with  black  and  white ;  the  upper  part  of  the 
back,  scapularies  and  shoulders,  chestnut  brown ;  wing-coverts,  ter- 
tiaries, back  and  upper  tail-coverts  greyish-brown ;  all  the  feathers 
of  the  upper  surface  margined  and  speckled  with  very  light  fawn- 
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colour,  which  on  the  seoondaries  assames  the  fonn  of  diBtinct  hare ;  in 
addition  to  these  marks  the  scapidaries*  secondaries,  hack  and  nimp» 
are  minutely  freckled  with  brown ;  the  strongly  contrasted  markmgs 
giving  all  the  upper  surface  a  bespangled  appearance;  primaries 
brownish-grey ;  tail-feathers  blmsh-grey ;  some  of  them  freckled  on 
the  margin  wit^  buff ;  biQ  black ;  feet  flesh-white. 

Total  lengtii,  7  inches ;  bill,  i ;  wing,  4 ;  tail,  2^ ;  tarsi,  1^. 

Hob.  Mexico ;  locality  unknown.  In  the  collection  of  the  Earl  of 
Derby. 

Remark. — Of  the  same  form,  but  smaller  in  size  than  O.  Virginiana, 

Obtyx  CASTANEA.     Ovt.fronte  guldque  nigris ;  lined  superciliari 

albd  ohsoletd  usque  ad  occiput,  et  super  hanc  lined  nigrd  vertice, 

nuchd,  dorso  superiore,  humeris,  pectore,  et  lateribus  saturate  cas^ 

taneis;  uropygio,  tectricibusque  caudee  castaneis  nigro  irroratis, 

fasciatis,  et  punctatis ;  plunds  abdominalibus  albis,  nigro  undat\m 

fasciatis  lateralibus,  guttis  albis  supr^  nigro  cinctis,  omatis ;  his 

notis  omnibus  lucidis. 

Forehead  and  throat  black;   an   indistinct  line   of  white  runs 

over  the  eye  to  the  occiput,  above  this  another  indistinct  line  of 

black ;  crown  of  the  head,  back  of  the  neck,  upper  part  of  the  back, 

shoulders,  chest  and  flanks,  deep  rich  chestnut ;  the  feathers  on  the 

sides  of  the  neck  with  a  black  stripe  down  the  centre  and  an  oblong 

patch  of  white  down  the  outer  web ;  the  tertiaries  and  some  of  the 

scapularies  margined  with  deep  fawn-colour,  bounded  within  by  an 

indistinct  line  of  black ;  these  feathers  are  also  crossed  with  indistinct 

bars  and  freckles  of  black ;  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts  rich  chestnut, 

minutely  freckled,  barred  and  dotted  with  black ;  feathers  on  the 

centre  of  the  abdomen  white,  marked  with  strong  zigzag  bars  of 

black,  changing  into  spots  of  white,  bounded  above  by  black  on  the 

flanks,  all  these  marks  being  very  brilliant ;  eyelash  dark  olive ;  irides 

dark  reddish  hazel ;  bill  black ;  lees  yellowish  white. 

Total  length,  8 J  inches  ;  bill,  X ;  wing,  4| ;  tail,  2 J ;  tarsi,  1^. 
Weight  5^  ounces  and  20  grains  avoirdupois. 
Hab,  South  America ;  locality  unknown.     In  my  own  collection. 
Remark, — Rather  larger  in  aU  its  measurements  than  O.  Virgini* 
ana.     From  the  general  appearance  of  this  bird,  Mr.  Gould  is  led  to 
believe  that  it  may  hereafter  prove  to  be  a  variety  of  some  other 
species,  probably  of  O.  Virginiana ;  at  the  same  time  its  markings  are 
so  different  and  so  decided  in  character  that  he  has  deemed  it  best 
to  describe  it  provisionally,  under  a  distinct  appellation. 

Obtyx  (Odontophobus)  stbllata.  Ort,  mas.  guld  et  collo  cine- 
reis,  plumis  rufo  marginatis  alis,  plumisque  scaptdaribus  castaneo, 
cervino,  et  nigro  pulckr^  pictis;  cauda  tectricibus,  rectricibusque 
lineis  undulatis  alternaiim  rufo-fuscis  et  nigris,  omatis,  punctis, 
et  guttis  parvulis  interspersis  ;  pectore,  abdomine,  et  crisso  splen- 
didk  ru/O'Castaneis  plumis  pectoris  guttdparvuld  centrali  albd  an* 
gustl  nigro  fer^  cinctd,  perpulchr^  pictis. 

Fcan.  staturd  minore,  et  notis  albis  pectoralibus  magis  productis,  et 
minOs  conspicuis  distinguendd. 
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Jlfa^.— Naked  ddn  before  and  behind  the  eye  yellowish;  bill 
black;  crest  rather  lengthened  and  full;  forehead  and  ear-ooyerts 
clouded  chestnut,  the  former  passing  into  reddish  chestnut  on  the 
crown,  and  gradually  brightening  towards  the  occiput ;  throat  and. 
neck  both  before  and  behind  grey,  all  the  feathers  margined  with 
rufous;  scapularies  and  wings  (except  the  primaries)  beautifully 
marked  with  rich  chestnut,  buff  and  black,  the  black  predominating 
on  the  scapularies,  which  feathers  are  rendered  very  conspicuous  by 
having  a  whitish  buff  line  down  the  centre ;  the  tertiaries  also  are 
marked  with  a  bold  edging  of  rich  buff,  bounded  on  the  inner  aide 
by  a  well-defined  band  of  black,  which  surrounds  the  feather,  while 
the  buff  occupies  the  upper  edge  only ;  at  the  tip  of  all  the  wing- 
coverts  is  a  triangular  spot  of  bufiy  white ;  primaries  blackish  brown, 
marked  on  their  outer  edge  with  indistinct  but  regular  bans  of  red- 
dish brown ;  back  and  nmip  dull  greyish  buff,  each  feather  minutely 
dotted  and  freckled  with  brown  and  black ;  tail-coverts  and  tail  ru- 
fous brown  and  black,  the  markings  and  colour  so  disposed  that 
neither  predominate,  being  dispersed  over  each  feather  in  alternate 
narrow  zigzag  lines,  interspersed  with  minute  dots  and  freckles; 
chest,  abdomen  and  under  tail-coverts  rich  rufous  chestnut;  the 
feathers  of  the  chest  with  a  small  white  mark  in  the  centre,  very 
nearly  surrounded  by  a  narrow  irregular  line  of  black,  ^ving  it  a 
very  sparkling  appearance ;  feet  and  legs  in  the  dried  specimen  horn- 
colour. 

Female, — ^Differs  in  being  smaller  in  size  and  in  having  the  small 
white  markings  of  the  chest,  being  more  lengthened  in  form  and  less 
conspicuous  than  in  the  male ;  in  all  respects  the  colouring  of  the 
two  sexes  is  generally  similar. 

Male.  Female. 

Total  length 10|  inches.     9i  inches. 

Bill    Of    —        a  •    — 

Wing 5|    —         5       — 

TaU    3|    —         2i  ■    — 

Tarsi 2      —         l|    — 

This  species  is  about  the  size  of  the  Common  Partridge.  The 
specimens  from  which  the  above  descriptions  were  taken  are  in  the 
British  Museum,  to  which  they  were  presented  by  Lord  Stewart ; 
they  are  said  to  be  from  Brazil. 

Specimens  of  new  species  of  the  genera  Trochus  and  Turbo  were 
also  exhibited,  and  were  accompanied  by  the  following  descriptions 
by  Lovell  Reeve,  Esq. 

Genus  Trochus. 

Trochus  ASTsaiscus.  D^och,  testd  obeso^conicd,  viridescente,  an- 
fractuum  margine  squamosO'Stettatd,  squamis,  grandibus  covis,  in- 
fimd  facie  eximi^  serratd,  serris  linearilms,  paraUelis,  circulatim 
dispositU ;  umbilico  tecto,  basi  roaeO'tinctd, 

Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  217.  f.  8. 

Alt.  U;  diam.  UpoU. 

Hab. } 
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This  shell  has  the  base  of  the  columella  stained  with  rose-colour, 
like  the  Trochus  rhodostoma,  Lamarck ;  there  is  no  danger,  howerer, 
of  confounding  it  with  that  species ;  the  under  surfeu^  of  the  Trocktts 
a&teriscua  is  most  elegantly  serrated,  the  serrse  ranging  round  with 
peculiar  regularity ;  and  the  periphery  of  each  whorl  extends  into 
large  hollow  spouted  scales.     The  shcU  figured  in  '  Conch.  Syst./  at 
fig.  5  of  the  same  plate,  under  the  name  of  Trochus  pileolum,  appears, 
by  a  figure  subsequently  published  in  Delessert*s  '  Recueil  de  Co- 
quilles/  to  be  the  Trochus  fimbriatus  of  Lamarck. 
Tbochus  oemmosus.    Troch,  testd  parvd,  conoided^  lutto  et  violaceo 
vividk  variegatd;  anfractihus  leviter  convesis,  superficie  ubique 
granulatd,  granulis  obtusis,  quasi  gemmosis ;  infimd/ucie  iimiliter 
omatd. 
Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  218.  f.  9. 
Alt.  I ;  diam.  4  poll. 

Hab, ?     Mus.  Stainforth. 

This  is  a  most  lovely  shell  to  look  upon ;  it  is  richly  variegated 
with  violet  and  yellow,  and  the  surface  being  obtusely  granukted, 
gives  it  the  appearance  of  being  studded  with  gems. 

Tbochus  Hanlbtanus.     Troch,  testd  acuth  canted,  viridi,  levis- 
stmt  nodulosd;  anfractibus  planiusculis,  peripherid  ultimi  acutd; 
infimd  facie  roseo-tinctd,  minutissimk  serratd,  serris  regularibus, 
seriatim  dispositis,  umbitico  parvo. 
Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  218.  f.  11. 
Alt.  1^;  diam.  1^  poll. 

Hab, ?     Mus.  Cuming. 

By  the  above  title  I  wish  to  keep  in  remembrance  the  name  of  my 
industrious  friend  Sylvanus  Hanley,  Esq. 

Tbochus  MonssTus.     Troch.  testd  conoided,  roseo-aurantid,  tuber- 
culi/erd,  subsquamosd ;  anfractibus  convexis,  tuberculis  squamtt' 
formibus,  irregularibus,  in  medio  biseriadm  cinctis ;  umbilico  tecto  ; 
basi  aurantid. 
Reeve,  Conch.  Syst,  vol.  ii.  pi.  218.  f.  14. 
Alt.  l|;diam.  1|  poll. 
Ht^.  "       ?    Mus.  Cuming. 

Thb  shell,  which  is  of  a  peculiar  rose-tinted  orange-colour,  has 
each  whorl  encircled  with  a  double  row  of  irregular  s(^e-like  tuber- 
cles. 
Tbochus  eximius.  Troch.  testd  conico-pyramidali,  pallida  cameold, 
lineis  transversis  interruptis  sparsim  omatd;  anfractibus  supernt 
comcavis,  in  medio  depresso-planis,  bifuniculatis,  funiculis  albo' 
nigroqtie  tessellatis ;  umbilico  tecto. 
Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  218.  f.  12. 
Alt.  ^ ;  diam.  ^  poll. 
Hab,  ad  Payanam.    Mus.  Cuming. 
Dredged  from  sandy  mud  at  the  depth  of  ten  fathoms. 
Tbochus  mblanostoma.      Troch,  testd  depresso-conicd,  cinereo' 
violaced,  fauce  nigerrimd,  anfractibus  concaviusculis,  marginibus 
acutis,  infimd  facie  circulariter  t^ematd;  umbiiico  tecto. 
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Reeve,  CodcIl  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pL  218.  f.  16. 
Alt.  f ;  diam.  #  poll. 
Hab,  ad  oras  Novn  HoUandic. 

'llie  mouth  of  this  shell  is  lined  with  a  peculiarly  black  shining 
enamel. 

GknusTusBO. 

Turbo  pulchbb.  Turb,  testd  ovatd,  ventricosd,  multicostatdj  hUeo^ 
viridescente  coaiis  lineolis  nigricantibus  hie  et  ubique  pictd ;  an- 
fractibuB  tumidis,  ultimo  valdh  maximd,  costis  intersiitOsque  pro^ 
fiuih  et  temUssim^  serratis. 

Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  219.  f.  3. 

Alt.  2^;  diam.  1^  poll. 

Hah. ?     Mus.  Cuming. 

The  leading  feature  of  this  beautiful  shell  is,  that  the  entire  sur- 
face, both  ribs  and  interstices,  are  very  thickly  and  finely  serrated. 

TuBBO  TicAONicus.  Tuvb,  testd  ovcUo^turbinatd,  multicostaid, 
luteO'ViridescerUe,  strigis  nigerrvms  transversim  omatd;  tarfraetu 
bus  rotundatis,  ultimo  sublaxius  voluto ;  costis  irregularibus,  latis 
et  angustis,  interstitiis  tenuissimi  serratis ;  umbilico  parvo. 

Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.ii.  pi.  219.  f.  6. 

Alt.  2^  ;  diam.  2  poll. 

Hab,  ad  insulam  'Hcao,  Philippinarum.     Mus.  Cuming. 

This  shell  was  found  by  Mr.  Cuming  at  the  above  locality  in  mud, 
at  the  depth  of  ten  fathoms. 

TuBBo  SQUAMIOER.     Turb,  testd  ovato-turbinatd,  multisquamosd, 
biteo  et  viridi  variegatd,  anfractibus  subtumidis  squamis  grandUms, 
cavis,  seriatim  dispositis,  ubique  dnctis. 
Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  220.  f.  7. 
Alt.  If ;  diam.  1^  poll. 

Hab, ?     Mus.  Cuming. 

The  Turbo  squamiger  may  be  immediately  recognised,  as  being 
entirely  covered  with  large  vaulted  scales,  arranged  in  regular  parallel 
transverse  rows. 

TuBBO  vABiABiLis.    Turb,  testd  ovatd,  lavi,  luteo'  out  rubido-brvn- 

nescente  varidbit^  variegatd;  umbilico  tecto, 
Var,  a,  Testd  luteo-rubelld,  fusco  alboque  varik  nebulosd  et  ttematd. 
Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  219.  f.  2. 
Alt.  2 ;  diam.  2^  poll. 
Hab,  ad  insulam  Capul,  Philippinarum. 

Var,  /3.  Testd  rosaceo-rubrd,  lineis  tenuibus  flexuosis  albis,  diagonO' 
liter  pictd. 

Reeve,  Conch.  S3r8t.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  219.  f.  1. 

Alt.  1^;  diam.  1^  poll. 

Hab,  ad  insulam  Capul,  Philippinarum. 

The  general  paintmg  of  these  shells,  which  were  found  by  Mr. 
Cuming  at  the  above  locality  in  deep  water,  varies  considerably, 
some  being  richly  clouded  with  brown  and  a  warm  yeUow,  whilst 
others  are  crossed  with  a  number  of  fine  white  diagonal  lines  upon  a 
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deep  crimBon  ground.  They  approach  nearest  to  the  T\irho  pethoh' 
tu8,  differing,  however,  in  a  very  remarkable  degree  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  painting  above  noted.  The  riband-like  band?,  which  form 
a  never-falling  peculiarity  in  that  species,  are  wanting,  and  so  also 
is  the  green  or  yellow  tinge  of  colour  which  runs  roimd  the  colu- 
mellar  side  of  the  mouth. 

Descriptions,  by  Dr.  L.  Pfeiffer,  of  some  new  species  of  HeiicicUt, 
collected  by  Mr.  Bridges  in  the  northern  parts  of  Chile,  were  then 
read: — 

BuLiMUS  BaiDOBsii.  BuL  T.  subperforatd,  oblongO'Ovatd,  apice 
obtusd,  tenm,  pallid^  luteo-fitlveacente,  ctmfertissim^  et  leviter  cfo- 
cussatd;  suturd  mediocri,  marginatd;  anfractibus  4  convexiusculis, 
ultimo  spiram  superante ;  aperturd  ovali,  intHs  niHd^jMlv%dd;peri' 
stomate  simplice,  IcUh  refiexo,  iiUHs  albo,  marginibus  callo  junctis, 
columellari  perforationem  ferk  occultante. 

Long.  11^;  diam.  5|  lin. 

From  the  town  of  Frierina  (Huasco,  Chile).    Found  under  stones. 

BuLiMUS  FACHTCHiLus.  Bul,  T,  subperfovatd,  ovatd,  apice  obtusd, 
crassd,  albd,  longiiudinaliter  striatd,  lineis  con/ertissimis  trans- 
versis  sub  lente  decussatd;  anfractibus  4  J  convexiusculis,  ultimo  i 
longitudinis  subaquante;  aperturd  integrd,  ovali,  intHs  albd;  pert- 
stomate  lath  incrassato,  pallide  fulvescente,  nitido,  marginibus  callo 
crasso  junctis. 

Long.  194;  diam.  11  lin. 

From  La  Questa  de  Arenas  (Huasco,  Chile).  Found  buried  in  sand. 

BuLiMus  BHODACMB.    BtU.  T,  pcrforaid,  ovato-oblongd,  longitudinal 

'  liter  striatd,  striis  transversis  obsoletis  minutissini^  decussatO' 
subgramUatd,  albd  maculis  et  flammis  pellucidis  rubellis  omatd, 
apice  obtuso  roseo ;  anfractibus  6  convexis,  ultimo  i  longitudinis 
subtequante;  aperturd  oblongO'Ovali ;  peristomate  stmpUce,  recto 
margins  columellari  reflexo. 

Long.  7^;  diam.  2|  lin. 

From  the  town  of  Frierina  (Huasco,  Chile).  Found  under  small 
Cacti. 

BuLiMUS  TERBBBALis.  Bul.  T.  rimato-subperforatdf  subulatd,  lon^ 
gitudinaliter  rugulosd,  albidd^  suptrn^ /usco-carulescente ;  anfrac- 
tibus  10^  planis,  ultimo  ^  longitudinis  vix  superante,  basi  subcari- 
nato;  columelld  obsolete plicatd ;  aperturd  ovali  intiis  albd;  peri* 
stomate  simplice,  margine  dextro  dilatato,  columellari  reflexiusculo, 
supernk  carina  qffixo. 

Long.  10| ;  diam.  2^  lin. 

From  Coquimbo  (Chile).     Found  on  rocks  and  plants  near  the  sea. 

SucciNBA  BLBOANS.  Suc.  T.  ovato-oblongd,  tenui  pellucidd,  kevius- 
culd,  rubellO'Comed,  strigis  longitudinalibus,  opacis,  albis,  rufo' 
marginatis  omatd;  anfractibus  5^  planiusculis,  ultimo  spiram 
acutam  vix  superante ;  aperturd  ovati-oblongd,  intiis  nitidd,  conco* 
lore ;  peristomate  simplice,  margine  columellari  vix  calloso. 

Long.  18 ;  diam.  8|  lin. 
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From  the  Qaesta  de  Arenas  (Hnasco,  Chile).  Found  on  a  speciea 
oi  Jwteus. 

SucciNEA  RBFLBXA.  Suc,  T,  ovoto-oblongd,  temd  pellucidd,  ni- 
tidd,  minutis8im>  grajtulosd,  comeo- sulphured,  etrigis  irregularilms 
interdum  ramosis,  rufis  omatd ;  an/ractibtts  5  pkmiusculis,  ultimo 
spiram  vix  superante ;  aperturd  ovali-oblongd,  intHs  albidd,  ohso^ 
le(h  strigatd;  peristomate  eimplice,  acuta,  margine  cokanellari 
tenuissimo,  alba  reflexo. 

Long.  19^  ;  diam.  8^  lin. 

From  Pichidanque,  near  Goquimbo.  Found  on  the  leaves  of  Pour- 
retia  coarctata, 

SucciNBA  YABiEOATA.  Suc,  T.  ovoto-ocutd,  soUdtuscuid,  longUudi- 
naliter  rugosd,  regulariter  granulatd,  luted,  maculis  longitudinally 
bus  et  punctis  nigricanti-rufis  seriatim  pictd ;  apice  acuto  ;  at^aC' 
tibus  b\  planiusculis,  ultimo  4  longitudinis  subaquante ;  aperturd 
oblongO'Ovali,  intus  nitid^  alod,  strigis  pellucentibus ;  peristomaie 
simplice,  acuto,  margine  columellari  subcalloso. 
Long.  24 ;  diam.  11^  lin. 

Valleys  in  the  north  of  Goquimbo.  Found  in  crevices  of  rocks. 
"  These  three  species,  described  under  the  name  of  Succinea,  belong 
to  that  group  of  nelicea  of  which  the  well-known  HeL  gallinasuUana, 
Chemn.,  is  the  type.  The  shell  having  no  columella  is  perfectly 
analogous  to  that  of  the  genuine  Succinede,  and  we  are  informed  by 
Mr.  D'Orbigny's  observations,  that  the  animal  of  H,  gallinasultana  is 
also  very  similar  to  Succinea  in  its  form  and  habits.  Accordingly 
this  species  must  be  related  to  Succinea,  and  I  believe  that  the  spe- 
cies above  described  should  not  be  separated  from  it,  although  we 
do  possess  but  imperfect  notions  of  their  habits.  Of  one  species  it 
is  noticed  that  it  was  found  on  a  species  of  Juncus,  probably  in  the 
vicinity  of  water. 

"  By  the  same  reason  (the  analogy  of  shells)  I  have  enumerated 
the  Bulimus  Broderipii  and  Coquimbensis  among  the  Succinete  (in  my 
'  Symbolae  ad  Historiam  Heliceorum*)." 

GEOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

[The  following  interesting  extracts  are  taken  from  the  Anniver- 
sary Address  dehvered  by  the  President,  R.  L  Murchison,  Esq.,  on 
the  17th  of  February  1843 — Ed.] 

PALiBONTOLOOY. 

Ichthyology. — Geologists  who  have  commenced  their  career  since 
the  glacial  theory  has  been  in  vogue  and  have  read  the  numerous 
memoirs  and  heard  the  exciting  discussions  to  which  it  has  given 
rise,  are  chiefly  acquainted  with  Professor  Agassiz  as  one  of  its 
most  ingenious  expounders.  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  acquaint 
you  that  M.  Agassiz  is  once  more  completely  absorbed  in  his  great 
work  on  fossil  fishes — that  work  which  you  so  justly  honoured,  in 
the  year  18S5  to  1836,  with  your  Wollaston  Donation  and  Medal. 
Of  his  progress  in  this  arduous  undertaking,  he  has  recently  given 
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lubttantial  prooft,  in  the  description  of  many  iehthyolites  of  the  Old 
Red  Sandstone  of  Scotland  ;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  he  will  shortly 
publish  a  series  of  fossil  fishes,  exdasively  illustrative  of  the  tertiary 
basins  of  London  and  Paris,  from  which  an  enormous  number  of 
species  has  been  collected. 

In  reference  to  the  geological  researches  of  my  friends  and  myself 
in  Russia,  I  must  here  state,  that  as  it  is  our  one  great  object  to 
place  in  correct  parallel  the  Palaeozoic  types  of  Russia  with  those  of 
the  other  parts  of  Europe,  we  could  not  hesitate  in  referring  all 
our  Russian  iehthyolites  to  Professor  Agassiz ;  for  whilst  it  must 
be  acknowledged  that  Russia  contains  naturalists  of  great  merit, 
and  that  among  them  M.  Pander  and  Professor  Asmus  had  com- 
menced inquiries  into  the  nature  of  these  fossils,  it  was  obvious  that, 
•kilful  as  they  undoubtedly  are,  they  could  not,  for  want  of  compa^ 
risons,  afford  us  the  knowledge  of  which  we  stood  in  need*  Pro- 
fessor Agassiz,  who  has  at  his  disposal  fossil  fishes  from  all  those 
parts  of  Europe,  the  geological  structure  of  which  has  been  well 
explained, was  alone  capable  of  answering  the  foUowiug  query; 
To  what  extent  do  the  iehthyolites  of  Russia,  which  lie  iu  beds 
superior  to  the  Silurian  rocks,  and  which  are  surmounted  by  the 
Carboniferous  limestone,  resemble  those  with  which  we  are  so  well 
acquainted  in  Scotland  and  England  ?  His  reply  has  indeed  been 
most  satisfactory. 

So  complete,  says  he,  is  the  identity  of  about  ten  species  of  the 
Scottish  and  Russian  strata,  that  the  specimens  from  the  two  coun- 
tries may  be  confounded.  Among  them  the  Holopiychiui  nobilit^ 
simusy  three  species  of  the  Dendrodus  (Owen),  Dtplopterus  macroce' 
pkahuy  are  forms  which  might  strike  any  good  observer,  as  they  have 
been  previously  published  by  M.  Agassiz ;  but  from  the  more  perfect 
specimens  of  other  species  which  we  brought  from  Russia,  he  has 
been  enabled  to  recognize  the  presence  in  Scotland  of  the  species 
of  a  common  Russian  genus,  the  Glyptottnu^  and  also  of  that  gi- 
gantic genus  the  Cheionichthys,  to  whose  remains  I  have  before 
directed  your  attention  as  having  been  recognised  to  be  of  ichthyic 
character  by  Professor  Asmus.  To  this  enormous  fossil  fish, 
some  of  whose  thoracic  bones  are  as  large  as  the  breast-plate  of  a 
well-grown  warrior,  and  a  single  bone  of  which  measured  nearly 
three  feet  in  length,  Professor  Agassiz  has  given  the  name  of  Che^ 
hnichthys  Asmusii ;  and  he  now  informs  me  that  he  possesses  frag- 
ments of  the  same  creature  from  the  north  of  Scotland.  The  know- 
ledge of  this  fact  will  doubtless  lead  to  redoubled  activity  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Hugh  Miller  and  those  Scottish  naturalists  who  inhabit 
the  shores  of  the  Cromarty  and  Murray  friths,  to  produce  a  rival  of 
the  Russian  giant ;  a  hope  which  I  cannot  express  without  deeply 
lamenting  the  death  of  a  most  successful  explorer  of  these  remains, 
whose  loss  geologists  have  to  deplore,  in  common  with  every  one 
who  could  appreciate  her  range  of  thought,  her  accomplishments, 
and  her  goodness"'. 

The  results,  however,  of  the  examination  of  the  Russian  ichthy- 
*  Lady  Gordon  Gumming. 
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elites  go  still,  further ;  for>  on  submitting  to  the  microscope  of 
Professor  Owen  some  teeth  similar  in  outline  to  those  of  his  genus 
Dendrodusy  he  discovered  in  them  precisely  the  same  dendridic 
disposition  of  the  vascular  canals  as  that  which  led  him  to  establish 
the  genus  from  Scottish  fossils.  Nor  does  the  value  of  this  appli- 
cation of  the  microscope  stop  here,  for  Professor  Agassiz  has  in- 
formed me>  that  availing  himself  of  the  weapons  which  Professor 
Owen  had  so  skilfully  wielded,  he  has  commenced  a  series  of  re- 
searches,  not  only  into  the  teeth  but  also  into  the  structure  of  all 
the  hard  enamelled  bones  of  the  Russian  fossil  fishes,  by  which  he 
will  be  able  to  show  the  same  distinction  in  the  other  bones  of  the 
genera  of  this  class,  which  Professor  Owen  has  successfully  esta- 
blished in  relation  to  the  hard  parts  of  the  higher  order  of  animals. 
In  such  hands,  therefore,  the  microscope  has  become  an  instrument 
of  great  utility  in  identifying  fragments  apparently  obscure ;  and,  as 
it  has  been  applied  to  the  shells  of  MoUusca,  and  even  to  the  lowest 
links  in  animal  life,  as  well  as  to  fossil  plants,  the  geologist  has  thus  ac- 
quired a  new  and  powerful  auxiliary.  I  am  here,  however,  treading 
on  ground  now  fortunately  occupied  by  the  Microscopical  Society, 
the  active  promoters  of  which  are  well  entitled  to  our  gratitude. 

Mylodon, — One  of  the  most  brilliant,  and,  I  venture  to  say,  not 
the  least  durable  of  the  researches  in  palaeontology,  remains  to  be 
mentioned  in  the  description  of  the  Mylodon  robustus,  a  new  species 
of  gigantic  edentate  animal,  accon^anied  by  observations  on  the 
affinities  and  habits  of  all  Megatherioid  animals.  Afler  a  sketch 
of  the  labours  of  Cuvier,  who  first  described  the  huge  Megatherium 
and  pointed  out  its  analogy  to  the  family  of  Sloths  and  Armadillos, 
of  the  succeeding  writings  of  Jefferson  and  Harlan  upon  the  genus 
Megalonyx,  of  Dr.  Lund  on  the  Ccelodon  and  Sphenodon  of  Brazil, 
and  of  his  own  researches  which  established  the  Mylodon  and  Sce- 
lidotherium.  Professor  Owen  proceeds  to  describe  the  megatherioid 
animal  which  he  has  named  Mylodon  robuttus. 

Of  the  purely  anatomical  descriptions,  it  is  not  my  province  to 
speak,  and  referring  you  to  the  work  in  which,  through  the  en- 
lightened munificence  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  all  the  necessary 
illustrations  have  appeared,  I  pass  to  the  generalizations,  and  learn 
that  the  Mylodon,  in  common  with  the  Megatherium  and  Megalo- 
nyx, are  genera  of  the  family  of  Gramgrada^  as  distinguished  from 
the  Tardiyrada  in  the  order  Bruta. 

Professor  Owen  then  proceeds  to  a  comparison  of  the  anatomy  of 
the  Mylodon  with  that  of  all  analogous  creatures,  and  after  an  able 
analysis,  he  satisfies  himself,  and  also,  I  am  persuaded,  every  one 
who  has  followed  his  close  reasoning,  that  he  has  at  length  ascer- 
tained the  true  habits  and  food  of  this  family  of  mammifers.  From 
their  dentition,  it  is  inferred  that  the  Megatherium  and  Mylodon  must 
have  been  phyllophagous,  or  leaf-eating  animals;  whilst,  from 
their  short  necks,  the  very  opposite  extreme  to  the  camelopard, 
they  never  could  have  reached  the  tops  of  even  the  lowest  trees. 
Cuvier,  on  the  contrary,  suggested  that  they  were  fossorial,  or  dig- 
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fing  animals ;  and  we  all  recollect  the  animated  manner  in  which 
>r.  Buckland  attracted  us,  whilst  he  described  the  M^atherium  as  a 
huge  beast,  which,  resting  upon  three  legs,  employed  one  of  its  long 
fore-hands  in  grubbing  up  whole  fields  of  esculent  roots ;  a  habit 
which  procured  for  it  the  significant  popular  name  of  ^'  Old  Scratch." 
Dr.  Lund,  a  Danish  naturalist,  had  considered  the  Megatherium 
to  be  a  scansorial  or  climbing  animal ;  in  short,  a  gigantic  Sloth. 
After  a  multitude  of  comparisons,  FVofessor  Owen  rejects  the 
explanation  of  all  his  predecessors.  He  shows  that  Uie  mon- 
strous dimensions  of  the  pelvis  and  sacrum,  and  the  colossal 
and  heavy  hinder  legs,  could  never  have  been  designed,  either 
to  support  an  animal  which  simply  scratched  the  earth  for  food, 
or  one  which  fed  by  climbing  into  lofty  trees,  like  the  diminutive 
Sloth ;  and  he  further  cites  the  structure  of  every  analogous  creature, 
either  of  burrowing  or  climbing  habits,  to  prove,  that  in  all  such  the 
hinder  legs  are  comparatively  light.  What  then  was  the  method  by 
which  these  extraordinary  monsters  obtained  their  great  supplies  of 
food?  The  osteology  of  the  fore-arm  has,  it  appears,  afforded 
answers  which  are  valuable,  chiefly  for  their  negation  of  erroneous 
conjectures,  such  as  that  the  animal  was  an  ant-eater,  rather  than  for 
the  habits  which  it  directly  elicits.  It  is,  therefore,  to  the  organi- 
zation of  the  hinder  limbs  that  Professor  Owen  mainly  appeals  to 
ascertain  the  functions  of  the  fore-feet  and  the  general  habits  of  the 
Mylodon. 

Arguing  that  the  enormous  pelvis  must  have  been  the  centre 
whence  muscular  masses  of  unwonted  force  diverged  to  act 
upon  the  trunk,  tail  and  hind-legs,  the  latter,  it  is  supposed,  formed 
with  the  tail  a  tripod  on  which  the  animal  sat.  Professor  Owen 
supposes  that  the  animal  first  cleared  awav  the  earth  from  the  roots 
with  its  digging  instruments,  and  that  then  seated  on  its  hinder 
extremities,  which  with  the  tail  are  conjectured  to  have  formed  a 
tripod,  and  aided  by  the  extraordinary  long  heel  as  with  a  lever,  it 
grasped  the  trunk  of  the  tree  with  its  fore-legs.  Heaving  to  and 
fro  the  stateliest  trees  of  primaeval  forests,  and  wrenching  them 
from  their  hold,  he  at  length  prostrated  them  by  his  side,  and 
then  regaled  himself  for  several  days  on  their  choicest  leaves  and 
branches,  which  till  then  had  been  far  beyond  reach.  After  show- 
ing that  from  the  natural  inversion  of  the  hind-feet  the  Mylodon  ap- 
proached to  the  scansorial  animals,  and  thence  inferring  that  it  might  ' 
have  had  climbing  powers  necessarily  much  limited  by  the  other 
parts  of  its  frame,  Ptofessor  Owen  states,  that  the  inversion  of  the 
soles  of  the  feet  is  least  conspicuous  in  the  Megatherium,  whose 
bulk  and  strength  would  be  adequate  to  the  prostration  of  trees  too 
large  for  the  efforts  of  the  Mylodon,  Megalonyx  and  Scelidotherium. 
The  Megatherium,  in  short,  was  the  mighty  tree-drawer,  and  had 
therefore  no  need  of  the  adventitious  aid  of  any  climbing  appa- 
ratus. Allow  me  to  add,  that,  amongst  other  reasonings,  those 
which  lead  to  conclusions  that  one  class  of  megatherioid  animals 
was  furnished  with  a  hairy  coating  (like  the  Mylodon),  whilst 
another,  like  the  great  Megatherium,  was  devoid  of  it,  as  evi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


294  Botanical  Socieiy  cf  London. 

denced  by  slight  modifications  of  the  bony  structure  of  the  hind- 
feet,  appear  to  me  to  be  not  the  least  original  and  interesting. 

Wholly  incapable,  as  I  am,  to  do  justice  to  this  masterly  inquiry 
by  the  necessarily  brief  allusion  which  is  imposed  upon  me  by  the 
nature  of  this  discourse,  I  shall  best  execute  my  task  in  quoting 
the  words  with  which  Professor  Owen  sums  up  his  reasoning. 

<<  On  the  Newtonian  rule,  therefore,  this  theory  has  the  best  daim 
to  acceptance  ;  it  is,  moreover,  strictly  in  accordance  with,  as  it  has 
been  suggested  by,  the  ascertained  anatomy  of  the  very  remarkable 
extinct  animals,  whose  business  in  a  former  world  it  professes  to 
explain.  And  the  results  of  the  foregoing  examination,  comparisons 
and  reasonings  on  the  fossils  proposed  to  be  described,  may  bo 
summed  up  as  follows.  All  the  characteristics  which  exist  in  the 
skeleton  of  the  Mylodon  and  Megatherium,  conduce  and  concur  to 
the  production  of  the  forces  requisite  for  uprooting  and  prostrating 
trees ;  of  which  characteristics,  if  ani/  one  were  wanting,  the  effect 
could  not  be  produced:  this,  therefore,  and  no  other  mode  of 
obtaining  food,  is  the  condition  of  the  sum  of  such  character- 
istics, and  of  the  concourse  of  so  great  forces  in  one  and  the  same 
animal." 

This,  Gentlemen,  is  the  true  Cuvierian  style,  in  which,  as  in  num- 
berless parts  of  his  works,  Professor  Owen  has  continued  to  breathe 
out  the  very  spirit  of  the  founder  of  palseontological  science* 

It  is  by  such  labours  that  geology  is  steadily  gaining  a  higher 
place  among  the  sciences.  Comparative  anatomy  has  truly  been 
our  steadiest  auxiliary,  and  well  may  we  do  honour  to  those 
who  impart  to  us  such  truthful  records ;  for,  whilst  the  histories  of 
the  earlier  beings  of  our  own  race  are  shrouded  in  obscurity,  whilst 
the  first  chronicles  of  ancient  Rome  and  Greece  are  now  admitted 
to  be  exaggerated,  and  often  even  fabulous,  we  turn  back  the  leaves 
of  far  more  antique  lore;  and,  not  trusting  to  perishing  inscriptions, 
mutilated  by  successive  conquerors,  and  assuming  a  hundred  meanings 
under  the  eyes  of  doubting  antiquaries,  we  appeal  only  to  the  proofs 
in  nature's  book,  and  find  that  their  reading  is  pregnant  with  evidences 
which  must  be  true,  because  they  are  founded  on  unerring  general  laws. 

In  concluding  this  Address,  I  can  assure  you,  Gentlemen,  that, 
although  not  prepared  without  some  labour,  its  composition  has  af- 
forded me  both  gratification  and  instruction.  Had  I  not  felt  a 
strong  obligation  to  fulfil  my  duty,  I  should  necessarily  have  been 
absorbed  in  the  preparation  of  the  work  upon  Russia  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  and  could  not  therefore  have  been  imbued  with  an 
adequate  sense  of  the  vast  progress  which  our  science  has  recently 
madie  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe. 

BOTANICAL  SOCIETY  OF  LONDON. 

Sept.  1, 1843.— J.  E.  Gray,  Esq.,  F.R.S.  &c..  President,  in  the  Chair. 

Dr.  Wood  of  Cork  presented  a  specimen  of  Neottia  gemmipara, 
found  in  Ireland. 

Dr.  Thomas  Taylor  presented  the  following  species  of  Junger^ 
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manmm  new  to  the  British  Flora :  Jungemuumia  reclusa  (MSS.  Tay* 
lor),  J.fragilifolia  (MSS.  Taylor),  /.  germana  (MSS.  Taylor),  and 
J.  riparia  (MSS.  Taylor). 

Read  "  Observations  on  some  varieties  of  Hypna  and  on  a  new 
species  of  Lichen,"  by  Dr.  Thomas  Taylor. 

Local  collections  of  Cryptogamic  plants  are  instructive  in  two 
ways  ;  by  contributing  to  our  knowledge  of  the  geographical  distri- 
bution of  the  species,  and  bv  pointing  out  the  directions  which  the 
characters  of  the  varieties  taice  when  acted  on  by  diversity  of  cir- 
cumstances of  external  agencies.  The  Cryptogamic  collection  of 
Dr.  G.  Watson  from  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  presented  to  the 
Botanical  Society  of  London,  elucidates  in  some  particulars  the  fore- 
going remark ;  not  however  to  a  great  extent,  as  the  collector  seems 
to  have  satisfied  himself  with  gathering  the  largest  and  most  promi- 
nent species,  and  to  have  omitted  or  overlooked  the  minuter  and 
more  inconspicuous  kinds :  yet  what  has  been  collected  is  far  from 
being  destitute  of  interest  and  value. 

Thus  he  has  remitted  to  London  a  great  profusion  of  Neckera  clU' 
dorrhizans  (Hedw.).  Now  this  moss  was  first  described  from  Swiss 
specimens  by  Hedwig ;  it  was  afterwards  sent  to  this  country  from 
Nepal  by  Dr.  Wallich,  and  from  New  York  by  Dr.  Torrey ;  finally 
we  have  it  in  the  present  collection  from  Philadelphia. 

In  Qrent  Britain  and  Ireland,  so  fertile  in  mosses,  it  is  totally  un- 
known. We  may  therefore  conclude  that  this  species  is  altogether 
continental,  although  for  the  present  we  are  unacquainted  with  those 
laws  that  deny  to  it  an  insular  locality. 

We  have  Hypnum  8alebrosnm(Hof[m,),hy  its  smaller  size,  imposing 
upon  us  the  form  of  a  new  species ;  but  dthough  the  branches  aro 
more  compressed  and  shorter,  the  leaves  somewhat  narrower,  the 
pedicels  more  slender,  and  the  capsules  soon  turning  black,  yet  in 
all  essential  characters  it  entirely  agrees  with  our  British  species. 

Hypnwn  phmosum  (L.)  with  us  assumes  diversified  forms,  among 
which  a  remarkable  one,  collected  by  the  late  Miss  Hutchins  at  Glen- 
gerifiT,  has  all  the  leaves  decidedly  secund. 

The  variety  gathered  by  Dr.  Watson  has  the  upper  leaves  alone 
heteromallous ;  but  then  its  more  erect  and  longer  capsules,  and  the 
less  concave  but  substriated  leaves,  claim  the  adjustment  of  the  ba- 
lance between  species  and  variety  by  a  practised  hand. 

Dr.  Taylor  considered  it  less  hazardous  for  the  present  to  leave  it 
in  the  rank  of  the  latter.  But  the  impatient  may  say,  when  then  are 
we  to  expect  the  means  of  exactly  deciding  ?  The  answer  is,  perhaps, 
not  until  some  muscologist  enjoys  the  privilege  of  seeing  both  grow- 
ing in  their  native  localities ;  for  there  is  much  value  in  the  cha- 
racter taken  from  the  habit  of  a  plant.  Many  modem  elevations  of 
varieties  to  the  rank  of  species  have  been  first  suggested  by  the 
silent  appeal  of  the  look  of  the  growing  individuals. 

In  Dr.  Watson's  state  of  Hypnum  rutahulum  (L.),  a  mark  hitherto 
considered  essential  to  the  species  seems  to  be  vanishing.  The 
pedicels  exhibit  scarcely  any  appearance  of  roughness  immediately 
below  the  capsules ;  in  all  other  particulars  the  Philadelphian  and 
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European  mosses  coincide.  Bnt  Mr.  "^^nison,  whose  observations  <m 
this  tribe  are  always  as  original  as  acute,  has  long  since  taught  Dr. 
Taylor  that  the  scabrous  state  of  the  pedicel  in  this  species  is  liable 
to  great  variation ;  insomuch  that  he  seems  disposed  to  doubt  if 
Hypnumvagans  of  Hooker  in  Drummond's  '  Musci  Americani/  eepa* 
rated  principally  on  account  of  the  smoothness  of  its  fruit-stalks,  be 
really  distinct  ^m  Hypnum  rutabulum  (L.). 

Among  the  very  few  lichens  sent  by  Dr.  Watson  is  a  species  of 
Cenomyce  which  may  be  considered  new,  and  called  Cenomyce/oliacta* 
Its  specific  character  may  be  thus  given : — 

"  Podetia  two  inches  high,  loosely  caespitose,  dichotomously  branched, 
the  ultimate  branches  subulate  and  tipped  with  brown ;  the  buds 
in  flattened,  granular,  pale  green  elevations  of  the  cuticle,  soon  ex- 
panding into  flat  lobes  which  are  subpinnately  branched  and  cre- 
nate,  pale  glaucous  above,  snow-white  beneath,  unaltered  by  moist- 
ure.    There  were  no  apothecia  present." 

The  generic  name  is  that  of  Acharius,  which  perhaps  should  not 
be  abandoned  but  upon  the  clearest  necessity.  The  modem  subdi- 
vision of  this  genus  into  Cladonia  and  Scyphophoms  appears  attended 
with  no  advantage,  while  the  species  of  these  two  tribes  are,  by  the 
confession  of  the  adopters  themselves,  joined  by  links  that  appear  in- 
separable from  either  set.  Indeed  on  this  question  the  present  plant 
IB  quite  in  point,  having  all  the  habit  of  Cenomyce  sparassa  ( Ach.), 
(Scyphophorus  of  Fee  and  of  DeCandolle),  with  the  attenuated  and 
subulate  branches  of  Cladonia  (of  the  same  authors). 

The  buds  of  lichens  have  not  received  the  consideration  from  bo- 
tanists which  their  importance  merits. 

Hitherto  the  characters  have  been  drawn  from  the  thallus  or  from 
the  apothecia  alone ;  but  the  buds  by  which,  for  the  most  part,  these 
plants  are  multiplied,  and  which,  if  watched  during  development,  pre- 
sent most  remarkable  features,  should  be  hailed  as  a  new  and  wel- 
come element  for  specific  distinctions. 

In  Cenomyce  sparassa  (Ach.)  the  buds  originate  in  coarse  white 
granules,  thickly  set  and  rising  at  once  above  the  surface  of  the  po- 
detia ;  in  our  plant  they  are  flat,  scarcely  eminent  above  the  cuticle 
of  the  podetia,  pale  glaucous  green  from  the  beginning,  and  not  so 
densely  crowded,  nor  do  they  expand  into  lobes  so  linear.  Another 
character  may  be  taken  Arom  the  branches  of  the  podetia,  which  in  the 
former  are  nearly  parallel  and  of  equal  thickness  except  at  the  very 
summit,  while  in  Cenomyce  foliacea  they  are  more  gradually  acumi- 
nated and  divaricated  above. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

GEIFVITHSIA  8IHFLICIFILUM,  AGARDH. 

This  species  of  Alga,  which  has  not  been  noticed  as  occurring  on 
any  part  of  the  coast  of  Ghreat  Britain,  was  found  plentifully  by  Mr. 
R.  Ball  and  myself  at  Freshwater  bay,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  on  the 
7th  of  August  1841.    The  species  has  a  place  in  the  British  cata- 
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logoe  from  specimens  obtained  by  Mr.  Hanrey  in  the  coanty  of  Widc- 
Icm,  in  Ireland,  and  there  only.  It  is  a  native  of  the  coast  of  France. 
— Wm.  Thompson  (Belfiet). 

ITALIAN  FIRB-FLT  IN  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Atmais  of  Natural  History. 

Swaffham,  Norfolk,  Sept  7,  1843. 
Gentlemen, — I  wish,  through  the  medium  of  your  valuable  pub- 
Ueation,  to  make  known  a  circumstance  which,  as  far  as  I  can  learn, 
has  been  hitherto  unnoticed  in  England.  On  going  into  my  green- 
house between  seven  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  22nd  of 
August,  I  was  surprised  at  perceiving  a  glimmering  light  amongst 
the  vines,  which,  on  further  observation,  I  discovered  to  proceed  from 
a  "  lucciola,"  or  Italian  Fire- fly,  with  whose  habits  and  appearance 
a  long  residence  in  Italy  has  rendered  me  familiar.  Although  the  win- 
dows of  the  green- house  were  always  open  till  within  an  hour  of 
sunset,  so  that  every  ft^^ility  was  offered  for  its  escape,  the  little 
stranger  regularly  became  visible  after  dark  for  ten  or  twelve  even- 
ings in  succession,  and  was  seen  by  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Swaff- 
ham,  whose  curiosity  attracted  them  to  the  spot.  I  can  only  account 
for  this  circumstance  by  having  lately  received  from  Italy  five  or  six 
orange-trees,  the  roots  of  which,  being  encased  in  balls  of  mould, 
might  have  afibrded  a  shelter  to  the  insect  in  its  chrysalis  state,  sub- 
sequently developed  into  active  existence  by  the  heat  of  the  green- 
house. May  I  beg  to  be  informed  through  the  pages  of  the  '  An- 
nals,' if  the  appearance  of  this  insect  in  England  be  hitherto  unre- 
corded? and  any  light  which  can  be  thrown  on  the  subject  will 
greatly  oblige.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Dugmobb,  Jun. 

occrrmBSNGB  of  earb  British  birds. 

Phil.  Hall,  Leeds,  Sept.  13,  1843. 
The  last  week  in  July  a  specimen  of  the  Sterna  angUca  (Gull- 
billed  Tern)  was  brought  aHve  to  me  which  had  been  shot  on  the 
reservoir  of  a  mill  on  the  York  Road,  Leeds,  a  mature  bird. 

In  May  last  a  fine  male  Roller  flew  on  board  the  Hamburgh  steamer 
when  about  forty  miles  beyond  Flamboro'  Head,  and  was  shot  and 
brought  to  Leeds  by  my  friend  Mr.  Thomas  Stsmsfeld  of  this  town. 
— Hbnrt  Dbnnt. 

capture  of  a  wolf- fish. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Annals  of  Natural  History, 

Rooms  of  the  Devon  and  Cornwall  Natural  History  Society, 
Plymouth,  August  10,  1843. 
Gbntlbmbn,«»I  beg  to  inform  you  that  a  specimen  of  the  Wolf- 
fish  (Anarrkicas  lupus)  was  captured  off  this  port  a  few  days  since, 
and  forwarded  to  me  for  presentation  to  this  Society.     The  speci- 
men in  question  is  about  three  feet  long ;  the  stripes  represented  in 
"  Yarrell "  not  very  conspicuous,  and  the  mark  on  the  head  less  so ; 
the  teeth  very  large ;  the  flesh  very  similar  in  appearance  to  veal , 
Ann,  ^  Mag.  N.  Hist  Fo/.xii.  X 
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the  skin  very  tough ;  no  ova  or  milt  discoverable  ;  the  stomach  con- 
tained small  cra^,  Pecten  opercularis,  Fusus  comeus,  &c.,  all  frac- 
tured by  the  conical  and  flat  sets  of  teeth  prior  to  being  swallowed ; 
the  containing  viscus  itself  large  and  membranous  ;  the  intestines 
short,  but  of  large  calibre.  The  fishermen  who  took  it  called  it  a 
"  Cat-fish/'  evidently  showing  a  previous  acquaintance  with  it.  This 
is  however  the  first  record  of  its  capture  on  this  coast,  and  Mr. 
Couch  does  not  enumerate  it  as  a  Cornish  species. 

Can  one  of  your  correspondents  tell  me  whether  the  male  of 
Lamna  Comubica  has  a  large  stiff  spine  in  the  ventral  fins,  thereby 
distinguishing  it  from  the  other  sex  ? 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Bbllamt,  Curator, 

Description  o/a  "  Blind  Fish*'  from  a  Cave  in  Kentucky,    By  Jeffries 
Wyman,  M.D. 

The  specimen  from  which  the  following  description  is  drawn  was 
presented  to  the  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History  by  J.  G.  Anthoay, 
Esq.  of  Cincinnati.  It  corresponds  for  the  most  part  with  the  de- 
scription of  the  Amblyopsis  spelaus,  described  by  Dr.  Dekay  in  the 
'  Fauna  of  New  York,'  but  in  some  particulars  it  differs. 

The  specimen  here  described  was  4-j^  inches  long,  and  character- 
ized by  a  broad  vertically  compressed  head,  covered  with  a  whitLsh 
integument  entirely  destitute  of  scales ;  but  on  it  are  seen  numerous 
elevations  or  ridges,  most  abundant  on  the  lateral  portions,  some  of 
them  intersecting  each  other  at  right  angles.  The  lower  jaw  is  more 
prominent  than  the  upper ;  no  appearance  of  eyes  ;  nostrils  double* 
the  anterior  ones  tubular,  the  posterior  nearly  circular,  about  -M^  of 
an  inch  behind  the  preceding.  Both  jaws  are  provided  with  lolds  of 
skin  or  lips ;  intermaxillaries  and  lower  jaw  armed  with  minute  slender 
and  slightly  recurved  teeth,  most  abundant  at  a  short  distance  from 
the  median  line — a  group  of  teeth  on  palatines  on  each  side  ;  also 
two  groups  in  pharynx  above  and  four  below.  Upper  maxillaries 
concealed  by  integuments  and  destitute  of  teeth.  Intermaxillaries 
form  the  borders  of  mouth  above,  and  extend  nearly  to  its  angles. 
Branchial  aperture  large,  branchiostegous  rays  six  on  each  side. 

Body  covered  with  circular  scales  which  terminate  abruptly  at  the 
posterior  limit  of  the  head ;  the  scales  are  smaller  on  back  than  on 
the  sides,  and  are  so  enveloped  in  the  cuticle  as  not  to  present  free 
edges.  Lateral  line  occupies  the  middle  of  the  lateral  region ;  com- 
mencing under  the  anterior  extremity  of  the  dorsal  fin,  passes  di- 
rectly backwards.  First  ray  of  dorsal  a  little  posterior  to  the  mid- 
dle of  body ;  anal  commences  a  little  behind  the  dorsal ;  abdominals 
very  small. 

Fin  rays : — Pectoral,  10 ;  dorsal,  10,  first  very  minute ;  caudal,  17 
or  18;  anal,  9 ;  abdominal,  4. 

Anus  very  ftur  forwards,  about  -^ths  of  an  inch  behind  the  angle 
formed  by  the  union  of  branchial  membranes. 
.  Alimentary  canal  \  entire  length  less  than  that  of  the  body.    (Eso- 
phagus very  short ;  stomach  cylindrical,  terminating  posteriorly  in  a 
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«hort  triangular  cul-de-sac,  the  point  of  which  reaches  the  posterior 
limit  of  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  Stomach  contracted,  and  mu- 
cous membrane  thrown  into  longitudinal  folds.  Pylorus  situated 
near  posterior  extremity  of  stomach  ;  has  a  distinct  yalve  which  pro- 
jects into  cavity  of  duodenum  ;  two  short  p3nriform  csecal  appendages 
open  by  distinct  orifices  on  opposite  sides  of  intestine.  Mucous  mem- 
brane of  small  intestine  arranged  in  reticulated  cells,  which  become 
less  distinct  towards  termination.  Length  of  small  intestine  1|  inch; 
of  large  intestine  ^  inch ;  the  two  separated  by  a  distinct  valve. 

Liver  consists  of  two  lobes ;  left  extending  nearly  whole  length  of 
abdominal  cavity,  right  very  short.     Gall-bladder  distinct. 

Air-bladder  cordlform,  deeply  cleft  anteriorly. 

Brain;  from  anterior  extremity  of  olfactory  lobes  to  posterior  por- 
tion of  cerebellum,  0*2^  inch.  01fiEu;tory  lobes  in  contact  with  and 
just  in  front  of  cerebral  hemisphere,  of  slightly  pyriform  shape,  and 
giving  off  large  olfactory  nerves.  Cerebral  lobes  nearly  spherical, 
sligh&y  compressed  on  median  line,  where  the  left  and  right  unite. 
Optic  lobes  much  smaller  than  preceding,  and  partly  concealed  by 
the  cerebellum.  Cerebellum  nearly  spherical,  slightly  divided  on  me- 
dian line,  giving  it  a  somewhat  cordiform  appearance.  Fourth  ven- 
tricle completely  exposed  and  widely  open.  Posterior  pyramidal 
bodies  distinct,  projecting  over  the  cavity  of  the  ventricle  near  its 
middle.  External  to  these  last  arise  the  branchio-gastric  nerves. 
Auditory  sacs  large ;  ampullae  of  semicircular  canals  containing  oto- 
lites, one  of  which  is  of  a  trapezoidal  shape,  and  nearly  equalling  in 
size  one  of  the  cerebral  hemispheres.  The  inferior  optic  lobes,  "  lobi 
inferiores,"  very  small,  not  larger  than  a  pin's  head ;  in  front  of  them 
rests  the  pituitary  body.  No  optic  nerve  was  found.  Branchio- 
gastric  and  fifth  pairs  of  nerves  of  the  usual  size. 

Internally  the  nostrils  consist  of  an  ovoidal  cavity  j^jth  of  an  inch 
in  longest  diameter ;  olfactory  membrane  arranged  in  seven  folds  or 
digitations  of  unequal  length,  and  radiating  from  a  point  in  the  ante- 
rior portion  of  the  cavity.  At  the  anterior  extremity  of  this  cavity 
is  a  small  orifice  opening  into  a  blind  sac  or  canal,  which  passes  at 
first  directly  backwards  and  then  ascends  upon  the  upper  surface  of  the 
cranium.    On  the  most  careful  dissection  no  traces  of  eyes  were  found. 

From  the  above  description  it  appears  that  this  fish,  inhabiting  a 
dark  cavern,  is  reduced,  as  regards  its  organs  of  vision,  to  a  much 
more  imperfect  condition  than  the  Proteus  anguimts,  inhabiting  the 
subterranean  caverns  of  Illjrria,  or  the  common  mole,  in  both  of  which 
eyes  exist,  although  of  a  microscopic  size.  Dr.  Dekay  has  placed 
this  fish  among  the  Silurida ;  though,  as  he  distinctly  states,  only 
provisionally.  The  presence  of  scales  and  csecal  appendages  to  the 
pylorus,  as  well  as  the  absence  of  cirrhi  about  the  mouth,  would  seem 
to  indicate  feeble  afiinities  with  the  Silurida,  The  parts  entering 
into  the  composition  of  the  brain,  when  compared  with  those  of  the 
Pimelodus,  present  many  differences  in  the  size  and  proportions.  Its 
true  affinities  cannot  be  well  determined  until  an  opportunity  shall  be 
afforded  by  future  dissections  for  the  examination  of  its  osteology. — 
From  Silliman's  American  Journal,  July  1843. 
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On  Permeniation.    By  Prof.  E.  Mttscherlicm. 

Fermentation  is  effected  by  a  v^etable,  potre^Bu^on  by  an  animal 
prodactioQ«  In  the  course  of  the  two  lisi  winters  the  author  ob- 
served in  a  large  number  of  putrefying  substances  only  one  q^ecies 
of  Infusorium  to  be  developed,  which  consisted  of  one  or  of  several 
globules,  in  the  latter  case  arranged  in  series ;  the  diameter  of  such 
globules  was  about  0-001°^°^,  the  motion  vibratory.  According  to 
bis  observations  it  would  seem  probable  that  the  other  animalculea, 
which  are  observed  in  putrefying  substances,  have  been  conveyed 
into  them  by  means  of  the  atmosphere,  insects,  or  some  other  n&eans. 
A  certain  quantity  of  oxygen  is  requbite  for  the  development  and 
existence  of  these  Vibriones,  and  the  putrefactive  process  is  depend- 
ent, according  to  the  author,  on  the  tree  access  of  a  certain  amount 
of  atmosphere  to  the  decaying  substances.  The  maceration  of 
vegetable  substances  in  water,  even  when  the  temperature  in  the 
rooms  is  kept  at  a  summer  heat,  appears  to  depend  solely  on  these 
Vibriones,  when  the  substances  are  employed  in  a  clean  state.  Du- 
ring this  process  nitrogen  is  disengaged.  These  Vibriones  are  widely 
diffused  in  the  intestinal  canal  throughout  its  entire  coursCt  in  the 
cavity  of  the  mouth,  and  in  the  stomach,  of  which  it  is  very  easy  to 
be  convinced  by  examining  under  the  microscope  the  matter  which 
collects  or  remains  on  the  teeth ;  sometimes  they  are  even  found  on 
the  skin,  but  the  author  has  hitherto  not  succeeded  in  detecting 
them  in  the  blood,  in  the  milk,  in  urine,  in  the  gall,  or  in  other 
fluids  of  this  kind. 

When  a  little  sugar  is  added  to  the  liquid  in  which  these  animab  are 
formed,  their  number  augments  considerably,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
vegetable  production  b  generated,  viz.  ferment.  If  a  larger  amount 
of  sugar  be  added,  the  production  of  these  animab  b  suspended  or 
ceases  entirely,  and  a  greater  quantity  of  ferment  b  formed.  The 
author  has  never  observed  ferment  to  be  formed  in  a  liquid  which 
contained  no  sugar.  Whether  a  fungus  be  the  fermentative  fungus 
or  another  species,  may  be  determined  with  certainty  under  the 
microscope ;  but  also  very  easily  by  adding  some  of  it  to  a  solution 
of  sugar,  and  observing  whether  any  fermentation  ensues.  In  a  clear 
liquid,  in  which  it  b  possible  for  ferment  to  be  produced,  a  turbid- 
ness  is  first  perceived,  and  under  the  microscope  globules  of  various 
sizes,  from  the  smallest  dimensions  hitherto  observed  up  to  a  dbmeter 
of  0*01 '"°*.  From  day  to  day  the  small  globules  increase  in  size» 
and  many  new  ones  become  apparent  In  some  liquids,  as  for 
instance  in  the  juice  of  the  grape,  only  a  few  individual  globules  are 
observed,  which  are  generally  of  an  oval  form ;  and  sometimes,  but 
rarely,  a  second  b  developed  at  one  of  the  extremities,  but  thb 
never  attains  to  the  size  of  the  primitive  globule.  Ferment  which 
has  been  produced  for  some  time  by  means  of  other  ferment  b 
otherwise  circumstanced ;  from  having  been  multiplied  through  a 
series  of  years  it  has  acquired  a  constant  character.  In  the  breweries 
two  kinds  of  ferment  may  be  dbtingubhed  with  certainty,  the  bottom 
ferment  and  the  top  ferment.    The  former  multiplies  at  a  tempera- 
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tare  which  must  not  exceed  48^  nor  go  below  S2^  Fahr. ;  tbb 
18  the  ferment  in  Bavarian  beer.  The  most  beautifully  developed 
top  ferment  is  that  of  Berlin  white  beer,  which  multiplies  at  a  tem- 
perature of  about  77^.  Bottom  ferment  consists  of  single  globules 
of  various  sizes.  The  author  never  observed  a  small  globule  to  be 
formed  on  any  part  of  a  large  one ;  the  smaller  globules  are  always 
diffused  throughout  the  liquid.  In  top  ferment  scarcely  ever  could 
any  single  small  globules  be  detected,  but  only  large  ones,  at  the 
extremities  of  which  the  smaller  globules  were  developed,  thus 
forming  ramifications.  These  increase  therefore  by  the  production 
of  gems ;  the  bottom  ferment,  on  the  contrary,  b^  small  globules 
growing  isolated  in  the  liquid.  The  author  exhibited  drawings  of 
the  two  species  of  ferment  in  the  various  periods  of  their  develop- 
ment. In  the  older  ferment  an  envelope  and  granular  contents 
may  be  readily  distinguished,  which  becomes  however  more  evident 
on  the  addition  of  a  drop  of  aqueous  solution  of  iodine.  By  means 
of  a  compressorium  invented  by  the  author,  the  granular  contents 
may  be  easily  pressed  out  under  the  microscope.  The  author  con- 
siders it  probable  that  in  the  bottom  ferment  the  globules  burst  and 
disburthen  themselves  of  their  contents,  from  each  granule  of  which 
a  new  globule  is  developed,  so  that  the  bottom  ferment  would  be 
multiplied  by  sporules. 

Substances  which  act  as  poisons  on  fungi  destroy  the  action  of 
ferment,  for  instance  corrosive  sublimate,  and  other  substances  of 
similar  nature ;  but  liquids  which  act  most  violently  on  the  animal 
frame,  such  as  tartar-emetic,  in  solutions  of  which  fungi  very  readily 
develop,  do  not  disturb  the  process  of  fermentation. 

Several  fungi  which  are  known  as  vegetable  diseases  are  similarly 
circumstanced,  as  for  instance  dry  rot  to  woody  fibre ;  and  with 
these  facts  a  new  field  is  evidently  opened,  explanatory  of  the 
decompositions  which  the  roots  of  plants  are  capable  of  effecting  in 
the  soil ;  and  it  may  be  expected  that  we  shall  be  able  to  demon- 
strate bv  experiment,  what  general  experience  has  shown,  that  the 
roots  of  plants,  when  unable  to  obtain  from  the  atmosphere  the  sub- 
stances requisite  for  their  development,  take  them  from  the  soil ;  and 
it  is  not  improbable  that  the  roots  themselves  effect  the  necessary 
decomposition  of  the  substances  contained  in  the  soil,  just  as  the 
greater  portion  of  vegetables  obtain  the  requisite  substances  for  their 
first  development  from  the  seed  itself.  Although  this  it  difficult  to 
prove  in  the  higher  order  of  phints,  it  may  be  proved  more  defi- 
nitely in  the  lower  tribes,  especially  in  the  fungi,  as  for  instance  in 
the  champignon.  The  process  of  fermentation  is  therefore  of  con- 
siderable interest  One  of  the  most  important  chemical  combina- 
tions is  decomposed  by  a  contact-substance,  which  contact-substanoe 
is  an  organized  being  belonging  to  the  most  simple  forms,  the  deve- 
lopment of  which  may  be  traced  in  the  most  easy  and  certain 
manner ;  but  its  first  origin  is  moreover  of  great  interest,  for  it  is 
formed  in  a  liquid  in  which  it  appears  as  numerous  points  so  small 
as  to  escape  observation. — Poggendorfi^s  Annakny  No.  5  for  184>3. 
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LBTTBR8  FROM  BAT  TO  SIR  HANS  SLOANB. 

[MS.  Sloan.  Brit  Mus.  4056.  fol.  225.  Orig.^ 

Black  NoUey,  AprU  13,  1700. 

Sib, — Upon  Reading  your  Letter  of  the  6th  instant  I  could  not  but 
be  moved  with  indignation  against  those  vile  Rogues  who,  when  they 
failed  in  their  attempt  of  breaking  open  your  House,  were  so  mall* 
cious  as  to  set  it  on  fire.  I  congratulate  with  you  your  deliverance 
from  so  great  a  danger,  and  humbly  thank  God  on  your  behalf. 

The  scurrilous  Pamphlet  entitled  the  Transactioneer*  I  did  always 
believe  to  be  no  better  than  you  represent  it. 

And  for  Dr.  Plukenet,  I  look  upon  him  as  an  ill-natured  man,  and 
liable  to  mistakes,  how  ever  confidant  and  self-conceited  he  may  be, 
that  I  say  nothing  of  his  unskilfulnesse  and  want  of  exactnesse  in 
the  Latine  and  Ghreek  tongues.  His  arrogance  and  overweening  opi- 
nion of  himself  and  his  performances  appears  by  that  hemistichium 
prefixt  to  his  Phy  tography ,  Nil  nisi  prtemia  desunt,  I  doe  not  urge  the 
sending  me  your  Magellane-straits  Plants.  I  am  in  no  hast  for  them, 
but  can  well  wait  your  leisure. 

I  did  not  expect  so  great  and  rich  an  addition  to  my  Supplement 
of  History  as  you  tell  me  Dr.  Sherard  intends  generously  to  contri- 
bute :  in  which  respect  it  is  well  my  Undertakers  were  so  dilatory  in 
beginning  upon  it.  It  will  be  greatly  for  the  advantage  of  the  Work 
if  ever  it  comes  to  be  publishedf.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see  Dr. 
Sherard,  and  to  have  some  conference  with  him,  though  loath  I  am 
he  should  put  himself  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  such  a  journey  for 
my  sake.     Please  to  give  my  service  to  him,  and  tell  him  so  much. 

Dr.  Toumefort's  Institutions  may  be  of  use  to  me  as  to  the  Me- 
thodus  Plantarum  emendata,  which  I  have  ready  for  the  Presse,  both 
for  the  correcting  of  some  mistakes  which  possibly  I  may  have  com- 
mitted, and  the  enlarging  of  it  by  new  Observations. 

I  have  done  when  I  have  told  you  that  I  am. 
Sir,  your  very  much  obliged  friend  and  humble  servant, 

John  Rat. 
To  his  honoured  friend  Dr.  Hans  Sloane,  &c. 

His  farewell  before  his  death. 
[Ibid.  fol.  284.  Oriff.'] 

Dbab  Sir, — ^The  best  of  friends,  these  are  to  take  a  final  leave  of 
you  as  to  this  world.  I  look  upon  myself  as  a  dying  man.  God  re- 
quite your  kindnesse  expressed  any  ways  towards  me  an  hundred 
fold,  blesse  you  with  a  confluence  of  all  good  things  in  this  world, 
and  etemall  life  and  hapinesse  here  after.  Qtsnt  us  an  happy  meet- 
ing in  heaven.  Sir,  eternally  yours, 

B.  Not.  Jan.  7, 1704.  John  Rat. 

When  you  happen  to  write  to  my  singular  flrend  Dr.  Hotton,  I 

*  *  The  Transactioneer,  with  some  of  his  Philosophical  Fancies ;  in  two 
Dialogues.'  8vo,  Lond.  1700. 

t  The  third  volume,  or  '  Supplement  of  the  Historia  Plantarum,'  was 
published  shortly  before  Ray's  death.  Fol.  Loud.  1704. 
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pray  tell  him  I  receivd  his  most  obli^g  and  affectionate'  Letter,  for 
-which  I  retonm  thanks,  and  acquaint  that  I  was  not  able  to  answer 

it 

For  Dr.  Hans  Sloane,  at  his  house  in  Southampton  Square,  London. 

Almost  ready  for  Publication, 

Cmstacealogical  Researches,  Part  I.  By  Harry  D.  S.  Goodsir, 
Conservator  of  the  Museum  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in 
Edinburgh. 

This  is  the  commencement  of  a  series  of  memoirs  for  the  illustra- 
tion of  the  Comparative  Anatomy  and  Natural  History  of  the  Crus- 
tacea.   

METEOROLOOICAL  OBSERVATIONS  FOR  AUGUST  1843. 
Ckiswick, — ^August  1.  Very  fine.  3.  Cloudy  and  fine.  3.  Cloudy:  thunder- 
storm, with  very  heary  rain,  the  latter  coDtinuing  throughout  the  night.  4.  Kain : 
showery  :  clear.  5 — 8.  Very  fine.  9.  Sultry  :  lightning  at  night.  10.  Hasy  : 
dear  and  fine.  11^14.  Exceedingly  fine.  15.  Sultry:  thunder-storm  at  night. 
16.  Thunder,  lightning  and  heavy  rain  :  clear  and  fine  at  night.  17.  Foggy  : 
sultry.  18.  Foggy  :  hot  and  sultry  :  clear  and  fine.  19.  Cloudless  and  fery  fine. 
90.  Overcast  and  fine.  SI.  Clear :  cloudy  and  fine  :  clear.  22.  Overcast :  rain. 
SS.  Fine :  overcast :  heavy  rain  at  nisht.  24.  Cloudy  :  clear  and  fine.  25.  Very 
fine  :  cloudy  :  lightning.  26,  27.  Very  fine.  28.  Rain  :  overcast  and  windy. 
S9.  Cloudy,  sa  Light  hase  and  fine.  31.  Haxy  :  very  fine  :  clear. — Mean 
tMsperature  of  the  month  1*^*1  above  the  average. 

Boston. — Aug.  1.  Cloudy.  2.  Fine.  3.  Fine  :  rain  a.m.  and  tm.  4.  Cloudy  : 
rain  a.m.  and  r.M.  5.  Fine.  6.  Fine :  rain  early  a.m.  7.  Cloudy.  8.  Fine  s 
thermometer  77^  2  o'clock  p.m.  9.  Cloudy  :  rain,  thunder  and  lightning  from 
11  A.M.  to  11  P.M.  10.  Cloudy.  11 — 13.  Fine.  14.  Fine:  rain,  thunder  and 
lightning  at  night.  15.  Rain:  heavy  thunder-storm  a. m.  16.  Cloudy:  heavy 
rain  r.M.  17.  Cloudy.  18.  Foggy.  19.  Fine.  20.  Cloudy :  rain  p.m.  with 
thunder  and  lightning.  21.  Fine.  22.  Cloudy :  rain  p.m.  23.  Fine.  24.  Rain: 
rain  early  a.m.  25 — 28.  Fine.  29.  Cloudy :  rain  earlv  a«m.  :  rain  a.m«  30,  31. 
Cloudy.^N.B.  This  month  shows  the  largest  fall  of  rain  in  one  month  since 
July  1839. 

Sandwich  Man$et  Orkney, — Aug.  1.  Cloudy :  rain.  2.  Cloudy:  drops.  3.  Fog 
cloudy.  4.  Cloudy.  5.  Bright :  rain.  6.  Bright :  cloudy.  7.  Cloudy :  &how< 
ers.  8,9.  Bright:  clear.  10.  Clear.  11,  12.  Cloudy:  clear.  13.  Clear 
cloudy.  14.  Briffht:  cloudy.  15.  Clear.  16.  Clear:  fog.  17.  Cloudy:  show, 
ers.  18.  Damp :  fog.  19.  Bright :  thunder.  20.  Bright :  cloudy.  21.  Bright 
drops.  22.  Cloudy :  clear.  SS,  24.  Clear.  25.  Bright :  showers.  26.  Clear 
thunder.  27.  Thunder.  28.  Showers :  rain.  29.  Showers :  cloudy.  30.  Dropa 
cloudy.    31.  Cloudy. 

Appteaarih  Mantet  Dumfriei-^Jdre, — Aug.  1.  Wet  all  day.  2.  Very  wet  3. 
Fair  and  fine.  4.  Fine :  one  shower.  5.  Fine.  6.  lowers  and  sunshine. 
7.  Wet  all  day.  8.  Wet.  9.  Very  clear  and  fine.  10.  Very  fine:  one  shower. 
11.  Very  fine,  but  fair.  12,  13.  Very  fine.  14.  Fine^  but  heavy  rain  p.m. 
15.  Fine,  but  fair.  16.  Fine:  fair:  thunder  p.m.  17,18.  Fine.  19.  Fine: 
thunder.  20.  Heavy  showers  a.m.  21.  Fair  a.m.  :  rain  p.m.  22.  Heavy  rain. 
23.  Rain:  cleared  P.M.  24.  Very  fine.  25,  26.  Rain.  27.  Shower.  28.  Heavy 
showers.     29 — 31.  Fair  and  fine. 

Temperature  (mean)  of  spring.water    53^*5 

Ditto  August  1842     50  '7 
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XXXVII. — On  the  Structure  and  Homology  of  the  Cephalic  Ten- 
tacles in  the  Pearly  Nautilus.     By  Prof.  Owen,  F.R.S. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Annals  of  Natural  History. 

Gentlemen, 
I  HAVE  been  favoured  with  a  letter  from  Prof.  Vrolik,  in  which 
he  writes :  "  We  found  the  situation  of  the  soft  parts  of  the  Pearly 
Nautilus  in  the  shell,  quite  as  you  supposed  and  exposed  in  your 
first  plate.  It  is,  indeed,  as  if  that  plate  was  made  from  our  ori- 
ginal. The  relative  position  of  the  (Afferent  parts  is  consequently 
the  same  as  you  fancied  that  it  ought  to  be,  and  I  am,  indeea, 
happy  that  I  have  the  opportunity  of  giving  such  a  confirmatory 
statement.  The  only  difierence  should  be,  that  what  you  call  the 
'  dorsal  fold'  applied  to  the  involute  convexity  of  the  shell  has 
not  exactly  the  form  and  the  position  you  ascribed  to  it.  Ac- 
cording to  our  observations,  the  mantle  forms,  at  the  basis  of 
what  you  said  to  be  the  hood  or  ligamentous  disc  (n,  plate  1.),  a 
double  fold,  of  which  the  superior  part  is  thin  and  loose,  the  in- 
ferior firm  and  connected  with  the  mantle.  This  part  forms  a 
sort  of  lip,  and  the  whole  fold  is  appUed  to  the  involute  convexity 
of  the  shell.  I  am  afraid  that  this  will  not  be  completely  clear, 
but  I  hope  that  by  our  future  plates  our  meaning  shall  be  better 
explained.  For  the  moment  this  must  be  sufficient.  It  shall 
prove  to  you  that  the  difierence  between  what  you  said  and  what 
we  saw  is  very  small.  Perhaps  a  short  indication  will  be  quite 
enough  for  the  Journal." 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  refer  my  friend  to  page  12  and  plate  3. 
fig.  1. 1  of  my  memoir  on  the  Pearly  Nautilus,  in  which  the  part 
of  the  double  fold  which  he  mentions  as  forming  ^  a  sort  of  lip,' 
is  described  and  figured  as  the  ^semilunar  ridge  from  which 
the  mantle  is  continued  to  form  the  concave  fold.'  Thus  the 
supposed  difierence  disappears. 

There  is  one  important  point  in  the  anatomy  of  the  Pearly 
Nautilus  to  which  the  learned  anatomists  and  naturaUsts  of  Hoi* 
land,  in  their  notice  of  the  specimen  dissected  by  them,  have  not 
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referred,  viz.  the  gtructure  and  signification  of  the  sheathed  ce- 
phalic tentacula. 

M.  Valenciennes  ♦,  confirming  without  further  detail  my  de- 
scription of  these  organs,  proposes  a  diflferent  explanation  of  their 
analogies :  he  compares  the  sheath  of  the  tentacle  to  the  aceta- 
bulum or  sucker  on  the  arms  of  the  Dibranchiate  Cephalopoda, 
and  the  tentacle  itself  to  the  caruncle  of  the  sucker,  and  he  di- 
vides these  supposed  modified  and  gigantic  acetabula  into  eight 
groups,  corresponding  with  the  eight  arms  of  the  Octopus,  I  have, 
in  rdference  to  this  ingenious  view,  re-examined  more  minutely 
the  intimate  structure  of  the  tentacula  of  the  Nautilus,  and  com- 
pared it  with  that  of  the  arms  of  the  higher  Cephaloppds,  and 
the  following  account,  from  the  Hunterian  Lectures  for  1843,  of 
the  structure  and  homology  of  the  tentacula  of  the  Pearly  Nau- 
tilus may  be  acceptable  to  your  readers  whose  attention  has  been 
recently  called  to  the  anatomy  of  that  rare  and  interesting  mol- 
lusk  by  the  letter  of  Prof.  Vrolik. 

"  The  anterior  or  muscular  division  of  the  Nautilus,  which  may 
be  termed  the  head,  forms  a  strong  and  wide  sheath,  containing 
the  mouth  and  its  more  immediate  appendages ;  its  inner  surface 
is  for  the  most  part  smooth,  the  outer  one  divided  and  extended 
into  many  parts  or  processes.  The  chief  of  these  forms  a  broad 
triangular  muscular  plate  or  hood  covering  the  upper  part  of  the 
head,  and  presenting  a  middle  and  two  lateral  superficies ;  the 
former  being  traversed  by  a  median  longitudinal  furrow,  indica- 
ting the  pla^  of  confluence  of  the  two  large  hollow  tentaculiferous 
processes  of  which  it  is  composed.  Each  side  of  the  head  sup- 
ports a  group  of  perforated  processes  or  digitations,  the  largest 
of  which  is  next  the  hood,  and  the  rest  decrease  in  size  as  they 
descend  in  position.  Exclusive  of  the  short,  subocular,  perforated 
processf,  the  digitations  are  eighteen  in  number  on  each  side, 
disposed  irregularly,  but  all  directed  forwards,  some  not  reaching 
as  far  as  the  anterior  margin  of  the  head,  others  projecting  a  few 
Unes  beyond  it.  They  are  of  a  conical,  subtrihedral  form,  and  are 
hollow :  the  large  one  next  the  confluent  pair  which  forms  the  hood 
has,  like  that  part,  a  papillose  outer  surface.  Each  process  con- 
tains a  long  and  finely  annulated  tentacle  of  a  subtrihedral  form, 
with  the  inner  surface  incised,  as  it  were,  by  deeper  and  fewer  cuts 
(fig.  1.  c),  so  as  to  present  the  appearance  of  a  number  of  close- 
set  transverse  plates,  sUghtly  indented  by  a  median  longitudinal 
impression  (fig.  2.  /).  This  modification  must  increase  the  pre- 
hensile and  sentient  properties  of  the  inner  surface  of  the  tentacle, 

*  Nouvelles  Recherches  sur  le  Nautile  Flamb^  Archives  du  Mus^unii 
4to.  1839. 

t  Particularly  described  and  shown  not  to  be  tentaculiferous  by  M.  Va- 
jencieunes. 
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and  it  is  on  the  corresponding  p^rt  of  the  larger  and  fewer  ten- 
tacles of  the  Dibranchiate  Cephalopoda  that  the  acetabula  are 
developed.  The  angle  between  the  two  outer  finely  annulated 
snrfiBU^es  {ff)  subsides  near  the  end  of  the  tentacle,  which  thus  be- 
comes flattened. 

''  To  the  nineteen  tentacula  which  are  supported  by  the  con- 
fluent and  firee  digitations  on  each  side  of  the  head,  two  others 
must  be  added  which'project  from  very  short  sheaths,  one  before, 
the  other  behind,  the  eye ;  the  lateral  transverse  incisions  are 
deeper  in  these  than  in  the  digital  tentacles. 

*'  Both  mandibles  are  homy,  with  their  tips  encased  by  dense 
calcareous  matter  and  their  base  implanted  in  the  thick  muscular 
parietes  of  the  mouth.  They  are  immediately  surrounded  by  a 
circular  fleshy  lip  with  a  plicated  anterior  border,  external  to  which 
there  are  four  broad  flattened  processes  continued  forwards  from 
the  inner  surface  of  the  oral  sheath,  two  of  which  are  superior, 
posterior  and  external,  the  other  two  are  inferior,  anterior,  and 
more  immediately  embracing  the  mouth :  the  latter  are  connected 
together  along  their  inferior  margins  by  a  middle  lobe,  the  inner 
surface  of  which  supports  a  series  of  longitudinal  lamellae.  On 
the  inner  surface  of  the  oral  sheath  beneath  these  processes  there 
are  two  clusters  of  soft  conical  papillse,  and  on  each  side  of  these 
a  group  of  lamellae.  Each  of  the  four  processes,  which  I  have 
called  ^  labial,^  is  pierced  by  twelve  canals,  the  orifices  of  which 
project  in  the  form  of  short  tubular  processes  from  the  anterior 
margin,  and  each  canal  contains  a  tentacle  similar  to,  but  some- 
what smaller  than,  those  of  the  digitations.  Thus  the  number  of 
tentacula  with  which  the  Pearly  Nautilus  is  provided  amounts  to 
not  less  than  ninety,  of  which  thirty-eight  are  termed  digital, 
four  ophthalmic,  and  forty-eight  labial.  In  the  second  specimen 
of  this  rare  molluscous  animal,  presented  to  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons by  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  R.N.,  there  was  a  slight 
difference  in  number  in  the  digital  tentacula  of  the  two  sides, 
nineteen  being  on  the  right,  and  seventeen  on  the  left  side.  The 
labial  processes  in  the  specimen  of  Nautilus  described  by  M.  Va- 
lenciennes contained  thirteen  tentacles  instead  of  twelve;  and 
some  slight  variation  is  not  surprising  in  the  number  of  pre- 
hensile organs  developed  in  such  unwonted  profusion  in  the 
Nautilus. 

'^  The  retraction  of  the  tentacula  is  effected  by  longitudinal 
muscular  fibres,  their  elongation  by  transverse  fibres,  'fiiese  are 
not,  however,  disposed  in  circular  or  spiral  series,  so  as  to  atte- 
nuate and  lengthen  the  tentacle  by  a  general  compression,  but 
present  a  more  complex  and  beautiftd  disposition,  by  which  they 
diminish  the  transverse  diameter  without  compressing  the  central 
nerve.     The  transverse  fibres  (fig.  2.  a)  arise  in  numerous  and 
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distinct  fasciculi  from  the  dense  cellular  tissue  (fig.  2.  b),  sur- 
rounding the  nerve  in  the  centre  of  the  tentacle  (fig.  2.  d),  and 
radiate  at  equal  distances  to  the  circumference ;  they  divide  and 
subdivide  as  they  diverge,  and  also  send  oflF  lateral  fibres,  which 
form  a  delicate  network  in  the  interspaces  of  the  rays,  especially 
at  the  angles  :  the  meshes  include  the  longitudinal  fasciculi,  tbe 
cut  ends  of  which  are  shown  at  c,  fig.  2. 

"  The  mechanical  arrangement  of  the  contractile  fibres  is  very- 
similar  to  that  of  the  complex  muscles  described  by  Cuvier  in  the 
proboscis  of  the  elephant.  The  attenuation  and  elongation  of 
this  brobdignagian  tentacle  must  be  efifected  without  compress- 
ing the  central  breathing-tubes,  and  the  transverse  fibres  accord- 
ingly radiate  from  the  dense  ligamentous  tissue  which  surrounds 
the  tubes :  the  same  prospective  contrivance  is  manifested  to  pre- 


vent the  compression  of  the  nerves 
and  vessels  in  the  muscular  system 
of  the  ninety  proboscides  of  the  Nau- 
tilus. 

"  The  papillse  upon  the  exterior 
surface  of  the  two  large  confluent  di- 
gital processes  forming  the  hood,  and 
of  the  two  hollow  digitations  next  in 
size  immediately  beneath  them,  form 
a  remarkable  character  in  the  Nau- 
tilus, on  account  of  their  obvious 
similarity  to  tactile  papilke ;  but  the 
sense  of  touch  must  be  specially  ex- 
ercised by  the  numerous  cepnaUc 
Fig.  2. 


Fig.l. 


Inner  surface  of  a  tentacle  of 

Section  of  tentacle  (Nautilus)  nmgnilbd.  Nautilus  pompiUut,  magnified. 

tentacles,  which,  from  their  softness  of  texture,  and  especially 
their  laminated  inner  surface  (fig.  2.  e,f),  are  to  be  regarded  as 
organs  of  exploration  not  less  than  as  instruments  of  prehension. 
^'  I  shall  now  submit  my  grounds  for  believing  that  the  corre- 
sponding organs  in  the  Dibranchiate  Cephalopods  are  the  appen- 
dages developed  from  the  head,  termed  '  arms,'  ^  feet,'  '  tentades,' 
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and  'proboscides/  They  have  no  true  homology  with  the  loco- 
motive members  of  the  Vertebrata,  but  are  analogous  to  them, 
inasmuch  as  they  relate  to  the  locomotive  and  prehensile  faculties 
of  the  animal. 

*'  The  eight  arms  of  the  Octopus  commence  by  a  hollow  cone  of 
muscular  fibres,  attached  by  a  truncated  apex  to  the  anterior  part 
of  the  cephalic  cartilage.  The  fibres  are  for  the  most  part  oblique, 
and  interlace  with  one  another  in  a  close  and  compact  manner 
as  the  cone  advances  and  expands  to  form  the  cavity  containing 
the  mandibulate  mouth,  at  the  anterior  extremity  of  which  they 
are  continued  forward,  and  separate  into  eight  distinct  portions 
which  form  the  arms.  The  development  of  the  eight  external  arms 
bears  an  inverse  proportion  to  that  of  the  body :  they  are  longest 
in  the  short  round-bodied  Octopi,  and  shortest  in  the  lengthened 
Calamaries  and  Cuttle-fishes,  in  which  the  two  elongated  retrac- 
tile tentacles  are  superadded  by  way  of  compensation.  These 
latter  organs  are  not  continued  from  the  muscular  cone,  which 
corresponds  with  the  great  cephalic  sheath  supporting  the  exte- 
rior tentacula  in  the  Nautilus,  but  arise,  like  the  internal  labial 
processes  in  that  Cephalopod,  close  together  from  the  cephalic 
cartilage,  internal  to  the  origins  of  the  ventral  pair  of  arms.  They 
proceed  at  fir^t  outwards  to  a  large  membranous  cavity  situated 
anterior  to  the  eyes,  and  emerge  between  the  third  and  fourth 
arms  on  either  side. 

'*  The  internal  surface  of  the  arms  is  that  which  is  specially 
modified  in  the  Dibranchiate  Cephalopods,  as  in  the  Nautilus,  (ot 
the  prehensile  and  tactile  faculties ;  but  the  structure  is  much 
more  complicated  in  the  higher  order,  or  Dibranchiata.  On  this 
surface  each  arm  supports  a  single  or  double  series  or  more  nu- 
merous rows  of  acetsibula  or  circular  sucking-cups :  in  the  elon- 
gated pair  of  superadded  tentacles  of  the  Decapods,  the  suckers 
are  limited  to  the  expanded  extremities,  where  they  are  generaUy 
aggregated  in  more  numerous  and  irregular  rows.  These  ten- 
tacles serve  to  seize  a  prey  which  may  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
ordinary  arms,  and  also  act  as  anchors  to  moor  the  Cephalopod 
in  some  safe  harbour  during  the  agitations  of  a  stormy  sea. 

''Each  muscular  arm  is  perforated  near  the  centre  of  its  axis 
for  the  lodgement  of  its  nerve  and  artery,  which  are  surrounded 
by  a  layer  of  cellular  tissue ;  from  the  dense  outer  sheath  of  this 
cellular  canal  the  transverse  fibres  of  the  arm  radiate  to  the  peri- 
phery, intercepting  spaces  containing  the  longitudinal  fibres  of  the 
arm,  the  whole  being  surrounded  by  two  thin  and  distinct  strata 
of  fibres,  of  which  the  external  is  longitudinal,  and  the  internal 
transverse. 

"  The  mechanical  structure  of  the  acetabulum  may  be  favour- 
ably studied  in  the  Octopus,  in  which  those  organs  are  of  large  size 
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and  sessile.  The  circumference  of  the  disc  of  the  sucker  is  raised 
by  a  tumid  margin ;  a  series  of  slender  folds  of  membrane^  cover- 
ing corresponding  fasciculi  of  muscular  fibres^  converge  from  the 
circumference  tovrards  the  centre  of  the  sucker,  where  a  circular 
aperture  leads  to  a  cavity  which  widens  as  it  descends,  and  con- 
tains a  soft  caruncle,  rising  from  the  bottom  of  the  cavity  like 
the  piston  of  a  syringe.  When  the  sucker  is  applied  to  any  sur- 
face for  the  purpose  of  adhesion,  the  piston,  which  previously 
filled  the  cavity,  is  retracted  and  a  vacuum  produced. 

'^  In  the  Onychoteuthis  the  caruncle  supports  a  long,  curved, 
sharp-pointed  claw.  These  formidable  weapons  are  sometimes 
clustered  at  the  expanded  terminations  of  the  tentacles,  and  in  a 
few  species  are  arranged  in  a  double  alternate  series  along  the 
whole  internal  surface  of  the  eight  ordinary  arms,  as  they  were  in 
the  extinct  Belemnite. 

"  In  the  diminished  number,  increased  size  and  progressive 
complication  of  the  cephalic  muscular  appendages,  and  in  their 
final  modification,  in  the  two  long  superadded  tentacula  of  the 
Onychoteuthis,  for  combining  with  one  another  to  produce  a  de- 
terminate action,  we  trace  the  common  order  which  regulates 
the  development  of  other  parts  of  the  animal  organization.  In 
our  past  review  of  the  Invertebrata,  we  have  witnessed  this  law 
in  the  appearance  of  the  more  essential  organs,  as  the  stomach, 
the  heart,  the  gills,  the  generative  organs ;  we  find  it  equally  re- 
gulating the  development  of  the  pecuhar  prehensile  instruments 
of  the  Cephalopodic  class. 

''At  first  very  numerous,  comparatively  small  and  feeble,  es- 
sentially alike,  the  cephalic  tentacles  of  the  Nautilus  strikingly 
illustrate  the  principle  of  vegetative  or  irrelative  repetition.  Their 
primary  import  is  however  plainly  indicated  by  the  direct  deriv»> 
tion  of  their  central  nerve  from  the  cephaUc  gangUon ;  and  they 
present  the  same  complex  plan  of  arrangement  of  their  muscular 
fibres  which  characterizes  the  arms  and  tentacles  of  the  Dibran- 
chiate  Cephalopods.     The  prehensile  surface  of  the  tentacula  of 
the  Nautilus  is  made  adhesive  after  the  type  of  the  simple  lami- 
nated sucker  of  the  Remora ;  the  median  longitudinal  impression 
which  partially  divides  the  lamella  may  represent  the  complete 
interspace  which  separates  into  two  series,  in  the  arms  of  most  of 
the  Dibranchiates,  the  more  complex  suctorial  appendages  which 
are  developed  on  their  internal  surface :  but  at  sdl  events,  the  re- 
duction of  these  arms  in  number,  their  augmentation  in  size,  and 
perfection  as  prehensile  instrimnents  by  the  superadded  compli- 
cations, are  phsenomena  which  ordinarily  attend  the  march  of  de- 
velopment.    The  order  of  this  progress  would  be  anomalously 
reversed  if  the  tentacles  of  the  Nautilus  represented,  as  M.  Valen- 
ciennes supposes,  the  caruncles  of  the  acetabula,  and  the  hollow 
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processes  of  the  oral  sheath  the  cavities  of  those  appendages  of 
the  arms  of  the  Dibranchiata.  According  to  the  French  mala- 
cologist^  the  anterior  circumference  of  the  head  or  oral  sheath  in 
the  Nautilus  represents  four  of  the  eight  arms  developed  there- 
firom  in  the  Dibranchiata ;  and  the  two  dorsal  arms  consist  each  of 
two  enormous  acetabular  whose  cavities  are  deepened  into  tubes, 
and  whose  caruncles  are  produced  into  tentacula  as  highly  orga- 
nized in  regard  to  their  nerves  and  muscles,  as  are  the  acetabu- 
liferous  arms  themselves  in  the  higher  order  of  Cephalopods.  The 
four  other  arms  of  the  Octopus  are  represented,  according  to  M.  Va- 
lenciennes, by  the  four  groups  of  tentacula  which  are  included 
within  the  oral  sheath  in  the  Nautilus.  Such  is  not,  however,  the 
place  of  origin  of  any  of  the  eight  arms  in  the  Dibranchiata ;  nor 
is  it  conformable  with  the  general  law  of  development,  that  a  pre- 
hensile organ,  consisting  of  two  large  and  highly  comphcated 
acetabula  in  a  low  organized  Cephalopod,  should  support  two 
hundred  smaller  and  more  simple  suckers  in  the  higher  organized 
species.^' 

Such  are  the  additional  facts  and  arguments  which  lead  me  to 
reject  the  new  views  propounded  by  M.  Valenciennes  respecting 
the  sheathed  tentacula  of  the  Naut  Jus,  and  to  uphold  the  inter- 
pretation which  I  originally  gave  of  their  essential  nature  and 
analogies.  In  dissenting  from  my  esteemed  friend,  I  must  ac- 
knowledge that  his  peculiar  views  chiefly  stimulated  me  to  that 
closer  investigation  of  the  structure  of  the  tentacula  which  has 
led  to  my  observation  of  the  special  modification  of  their  internal 
surface  and  of  the  arrangement  of  their  muscular  structure, which 
had  been  overlooked  both  hj  myself  in  the  first  description  of  the 
Nautilus,  and  by  M.Valenciennes.  I  shall,  in  the  second  edition 
of  my  memoir  on  its  organization,  add  some  other  particulars  of 
the  minute  anatomy  of  the  Nautilus,  and  meanwhile  look  forward 
with  great  interest  to  the  extended  memoir  of  Professors  Vrolik 
and  Van  Breda,  especially  in  reference  to  the  homologies  of  the 
sheathed  tentacula.  1  snould  wish,  in  conclusion,  to  call  their 
attention  to  the  '  elongated  pyriform  sac '  described  by  me  at 
p.  35.  pi.  5.  fig.  18.  connected  with  the  ventricle,  and  which  does 
not  appear  to  have  attracted  the  attention  of  M.  Valenciennes. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

RlCHAKD  OWIN, 
London,  Sept.  13,  18i3. 
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XXXVIII. — Description  of  Six  supposed  new  species  ofParajsites^ 
By  Henry  Denny,  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Academy 
of  Natural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia,  &c. 

Amongst  the  Parasites  collected  by  myself,  or  forwarded  by  sra- 
entific  friends  to  assist  in  my  investigation  of  the  Anoplura,  seve- 
ral specimens  occurred  which  did  not  belong  to  the  above  class, 
and  therefore  did  not  immediately  claim  my  attention.  Upon 
q;uimining  these  however  subsequently,  and  suspecting  that  some 
were  undescribed  and  probably  new  to  science,  I  felt  that  a  short 
notice  of  them  was  required  at  my  hands.  I  therefore  transmit 
a  brief  description,  with  figures  of  six  species,  &c.  for  publication 
in  the  ^  Annals  of  Natural  History,^  under  a  conviction  that  should 
any  of  them  eventually  prove  recognized  species,  recent  figures  of 
the  same  may  not  be  wholly  useless.  These  consist  of  four  species 
of  Trachean  Arachnida,  one  of  the  family  Hippoboscida,  and  one 
of  the  order  Aphaniptera,  which  may  be  characterized  thus  : — 

Class  ARACHNIDA. 

Order  Trachearijs. 

Tribe  Acarides. 
Genus  Ixodes. 

I .  Ixodes  bimaculatus  (Denny) .  Subovatua,  depressus ;  capita,  thorace» 
pedib usque  pallida  etramineis ;  abdomina  coccineo,  ruguso,  punc- 
tate, cum  maculis  duabus  magnis,  suborbicularibus,  aurantiacis, 
aminentibus  ;  padibus  interna  hapaticis. — Long.  4  lin.  PI.  XVII. 
fig.  1. 

Hob.  Hippopotamus  amphibius,  Southern  Africa. 

Subovate  and  depressed.  Thorax  and  legs  pale  straw-colour 
above,  sUghtly  pubescent  with  a  few  scattered  black  punctures. 
Apex  and  latenJ  margin  of  the  palpi  dull  crimson.  Head  with 
two  black  subtriangular  spots  in  the  centre.  Thorax  very  distinct, 
subcordate,  with  two  black,  somewhat  undulated,  impressed  longi- 
tudinal lines  from  the  anterior  margin  to  the  base,  and  an  irre- 
giilar  diagonal  spot  from  the  humeral  prtion  of  the  lateral  mar- 
gin on  each  side.  Abdomen  dull  crimson,  rugose,  punctured, 
with  seven  obscurely  defined  longitudinal  furrows,  and  two  large, 
nearly  circular,  slightly  elevated  orange-coloured  spots,  sinuated 
on  the  inner  margin.  Legs  thick  and  strong,  the  last  joint  and  the 
under  surface  of  the  remainder  clouded  with  deep  Uver-colour. 

Communicated  by  A.  Melly,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool. 

DeGeer  figures  and  describes  a  species  of  Ixodes  (Acartts  syU 
vaticus)  obtamed  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  by  Sparrman  from  a 
land  tortoise,  which  agrees  with  this  in  many  respects  as  to  co- 
lour ;  but  from  his  silence  as  regards  the  very  characteristic  orange^ 
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spots  on  the  abdomen^  together  with  the  legs  of  his  species  being 
a  dull  brown,  while  those  of  the  above  differ  so  matenally  on  this 
pointy  I  consider  myself  justified  in  characterizing  it  as  a  new 
species. 

2.  I:eode8  Hippopotamensis  (Dermy).  Subovat us,  subconvexu?^  pal- 
lida stramineus,  laevis,  cum  lineis  nigris,  submarmoratis  seu  re- 
ticulatia  ;  pedibus  flavo-albiB,  interne  hepaticis. — Long.  3  lin. 
PI.  XVII.  fig.  2. 

Hab.  Hippopotamus  amphibius.  South  Africa. 

Snbovate  and  rather  convex,  pale  straw-yellow,  smooth,  with  a 
few  scattered  impressed  punctures.  Thorax  indistinctly  defined, 
with  a  bifurcated  black  line  on  each  side,  extending  firom  the  in- 
sertion of  the  occiput  to  the  posterior  margin,  where  they  become 
nearly  united.  Abdomen  reticulated  by  a  number  of  black  mark- 
ings, which  form  a  series  of  irregular  blotches  round  the  lateral 
margin,  and  one  large  patch  in  the  centre.  Legs  paler  than  the 
body,  thick,  strong  and  hairy;  the  inferior  margin  obscurely 
toothed;  imder  surface  deep  liver-red. 

Communicated  by  A.  Melly,  Esq. 

3.  Ixodes  Rhznocerinus  (Denny).  Ovatus,  subconvexus,  cum  punc- 
turis  aliquot  magnis  ;  nigris,  laevibus,  et  maculis  multis,  magnis, 
aurantiacii ;  pedibus  aurantiacis,  ctun  annulis  obscure  rufis,  super- 
ficie  interna  irregulariter  dentata. — Long.  d|  lin.  PI.  XVII.  fig.  3. 
Hab,  Rhinoceros  bicomis.  South  Africa. 

Ovate,  somewhat  convex,  black  and  smooth,  with  a  few  large 
punctures  scattered  over  the  surface.  Head  and  palpi  orange-yel- 
low, the  former  darker  at  the  occiput.  Thorax  obscurely  defined, 
subcordate,  with  a  broad  interrupted  orange  margin.  Abdomen 
with  six  large  irregular  orange  blotches  in  the  centre,  and  a  series 
of  smaller  ones  roimd  the  lateral  margin,  divided  by  eleven  im- 
pressed lines  posteriorly,  and  united  by  a  semicircular  transverse 
one.  Legs  orange-yellow,  thick  and  strong,  the  last  joint  and  the 
basal  portion  of  the  remainder  with  a  deep  red  annulus ;  the  in- 
ferior margin  acutely  but  irregularly  toothed  and  armed  with  stiff 
hairs. 

Communicated  by  A.  Melly,  Esq. 

DeGeer  describes  and  figures  an  Ixodes  from  the  Rhinoceros 
{Acarus  Rhinocerotis),  which  in  certain  points  resembles  the  above 
so  nearly,  that  I  felt  some  doubts  as  to  whether  they  might  not  be 
the  same  species  at  different  ages,  or  extreme  varieties.  But  he 
says,  "  Subrotundus,  planus,  fuscus,  maculis  testaceis  fusco-func- 
tatis^*  Again,  ^^  Les  huit  pattes  sont  du  mime  bntn  obscure  que 
le  corps"  Now  in  the  first  place  our  insect  is  not  fuscous,  but 
black;  and  secondly,  the  feet  are  not  of  the  same  colour  as  the 
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body ;  and  lastly^  the  veir  prominent  character  of  the  strongly 
dentate  inferior  margin  of  the  legs  is  not  alluded  to^  which  there- 
fore appears  to  favour  my  supposition  that  the  present  species  is 
not  the  Rhinocerotis  found  by  Sparrman  at  the  Cape^  but  a  distinct 
and  undescribed  Ixodes  also  infesting  the  Rhinoceros  bicomis.  It 
is  however  by  no  means  improbable  that  the  Rhinocerotis  was  ob- 
tained from  a  different  species  of  Rhinoceros^  as  at  the  period  when 
Sparrman  visited  Africa,  and  long  afterwards,  all  the  individuals 
which  might  have  been  seen  were  confounded  under  the  appel- 
lation of  Rhinoceros  Africanus ;  since  which,  owing  to  the  disco- 
veries of  Burchell  and  Smith,  two  other  well-marked  species  have 
been  found  inhabiting  the  same  continent,  either  of  which  might 
have  occurred  to  the  Doctor  while  exploring  the  interior,  and 
supplied  the  specimen  described  by  DeGreer. 

This  and  the  two  preceding  species  formed  part  of  the  collec- 
tion obtained  in  South  Africa  for  the  Earl  of  Derby  by  Mr.  Burke, 
and  which  his  lordship  was  kind  enough  to  apprise  me  of  under 
an  impression  they  were  belonging  to  the  peculiar  family  of 
Parasites  I  am  at  present  investigating. 

4,  Ixodes  Hydrosauri  (Denny).     Orbicularis,  planus,  subpubescens, 
fuscus,  thorace  piceo ;  pedibus  hepaticis,  cum  albis  annuHs. — 
Long.  3  Hn.     PL  XVII.  fig.  4. 
Hab,  Hydrosaurus  Gouldii  ?  Van  Diemen*8  Land. 

Orbicular  and  depressed,  obscure,  finely  punctured  and  pubes- 
cent. Head  and  palpi  dull  red.  Haustellum  ochraceous.  Thorax 
distinct,  subtriangular,  pitchy;  the  anterior  margin  pale  red. 
Abdomen  flat,  duU  brown,  with  three  or  four  dark,  slightly  sunk 
blotches  on  each  side ;  posterior  margin  somewhat  crenate,  with 
a  series  of  darker  spots  alternating  with  impressed  lines.  Legs 
thick,  liver-colourea,  each  joint,  the  last  excepted,  terminated  by 
a  white  band. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Gould. 

This  species  was  obtained  frt)m  one  of  the  large  lizards  of  Van 
Diemen^s  Land,  known  to  the  colonists  by  the  general  name  of 
Ouana  (most  probably  the  Hydrosaurus  Gouldii  of  Mr.  Gray),  by 
the  above  talented  and  zealous  zoologist,  and  given  to  me  on  his 
return  from  investigating  the  ornithology  of  Australia. 

Class  INSECTA. 
Order  Omalopteba. 
Family  HipPOBosciOiB. 

Genus  Lipoptena. 

5.   Lipoptena  Pteropi  (Denny).     Ochraceus,   nitidus,   pubescens  ; 
oculis  mazimis,  cinereo-ceesus ;  thorace  cum  angulis  lateralibus 
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poBterioribiis  et  linea  central!  castaneis ;  pedibns  longis,  < 
unguibus  nigris. — Long.  1  lin.     PL  XVII.  fig  5. 
Hab,  Pteropus  edulis.  East  Indies. 

Dnll  ochraoeons,  shining  and  pubescent.  Head  flat,  transverse, 
as  wide  as  the  thorax.  Eyes  very  large,  ash-gray.  Thorax  trans- 
verse, with  a  line  in  the  centre,  and  the  posterior  portion  chest- 
nut ;  the  base  with  four  large  punctures  and  a  series  of  bristles. 
Scutellum  prominent  and  semicircular.  Wings  very  small,  ru- 
dimentary, apparently  with  only  three  simple  costse  f  Abdomen 
subovate,  somewhat  pedunculate,  flat  and  coriaceous,  with  faint 
indications  of  five  segments  ?  Lc^  long,  thick,  pale  ochraceous ; 
the  apex  of  the  femora  with  a  fuscous  spot ;  posterior  pair  sUghtly 
notched  near  the  extremity.  Claws  divaricate,  black,  finely  ser- 
rated beneath.  PulviUi  membranous,  ciliated,  with  a  feathered 
bristle  beneath. 

I  much  regret  not  being  able  to  give  more  details  in  iUustra- 
tion  of  the  anatomy  of  this  curious  Parasite,  which  I  have  been 
precluded  from  doing,  not  only  from  the  small  size  and  mutilated 
state  of  the  specimen,  but  from  its  being  the  onlv  one  in  my  pos- 
session :  of  the  structure  of  its  antennse  and  halteres  I  know 
nothing,  these  organs  having  been  destroyed  ?  and  frt)m  the  very 
rudimentary  and  obscure  nature  of  the  wings,  I  cannot  be  positive 
that  my  figure  is  correct.  I  obtained  my  example  from  beneath 
the  wing  of  Pteropus  edulis  (Black  Roussette),  conmionly  called, 
though  inaccurately,  the  Vampire. 

Order  APHANIPTERA. 
Family  PuLiciDiE. 
Genus  Pulex. 
6.  Pulex  Echidna  (Lewis).     Castaneus,  splendens  ;  margine  singu- 
lorum  segmentorum  totius  corporis  superiori  cum  setis  nigris  pec- 
dnato ;  pedibus  crassis,  aureo-flavis,  interne  castaneis,  cum  tarsis 
castaneis.— Long.  2  lin.     PL  XVII.  fig.  6. 
Hab,  Echidna  Hystrix,  Van  Diemen's  Land. 

Bright  chestnut,  shining  and  shagreened.  Head  nutant.  Eyes 
prominent,  silvery  white.  Antennse  distinct ;  capitate,  consistmg 
of  four  joints ;  the  first  somewhat  cup-shaped,  produced  on  one 
side;  secondverysmall,  subglobular;  third  short,  subcorneal;  fourth 
very  large,  oval,  pale  yellow,  marked  with  transverse  strise ;  situated 
in  the  temporal  sinus.  Thorax  long,  conical,  apparently  ?  consist- 
ing of  five  segments*.    The  first  tln«e,  composing  the  prothorax, 

*  I  have  used  this  expression  in  consequence  of  authors  differing  as  to 
the  number  of  segments  in  the  thorax  of  Pulex,  Mr.  Curtis  says,  under  the 
genus  CeratophyUuty  "  Thorax  composed  of  several  segments ;"  Mr.  West- 
wood,  **  Thorax  composed  of  three  short  segments/'  vol.  ii.  p.  491. 
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narrow  and  unequal ;  the  fourth  and  fifths  f(»rming  the  meaothorax 
and  metathorax,  considerably  enlarged^  the  lower  portion  of  eadi 
prolonged  backwards  into  a  tongue-like  process  and  thickly  punc- 
tured. Alary  plates  moderate ;  sutural  margins  of  the  thorax  and 
abdomen  ciUated  above  and  below  with  large  black  bristles.  Ab- 
domen somewhat  truncate  posteriorly.  Legs  thick^  orange-yd- 
low ;  under  surface  of  the  femora,  apex  of  the  tibiae  and  tarsi 
deep  chestnut^  densely  armed  with  pitchy  spines.  Trochanters 
very  large,  flat  and  securiform;  anterior  femora  somewhat  sig- 
moid. 

The  specimen  of  this  Pulex  in  my  possession  was  given  to  me 
by  Mr.  Grould,  who  found  it  on  the  Echidna  Hystrix  (Australian 
Porcupine)  in  Van  Diemen's  Land.  Presuming  it  to  be  an  un- 
described  species,  I  proposed  for  it  the  specific  name  of  Echidna, 
Several  months  subsequently  however  I  found,  on  reference  to 
Mr.Westwood^s  invaluable  storehouse  of  entomology  (the  ^Modern 
Classification  of  Insects^),  that  he  had  also  a  specimen  of  Pules 
from  the  same  quadruped,  sent  to  him  from  the  same  locality  by 
Mr.  B..  U.  Lewis,  with  the  MS.  name  of  Pulex  Echidna.  Aa 
there  is  every  probabihty  that  the  two  insects  are  of  the  same  spe- 
cies, I  make  no  hesitation  in  quoting  Mr.  Lewis  as  the  original 
identifier,  his  specimen  having  doubtless  been  examined  and 
named  before  mine.  This  species  resembles  in  some  points  the 
PvlexGigas  of  Kirby  (Faim.  Bor.  Amer.  p.  318.  pi.  7.  fig.  9.),  and 
is  of  nearly  the  same  magnitude ;  and  although  it  is  \mknown  from 
what  animal  Dr.  Richardson  obtained  it,  yet,  as  the  locaUties  of 
the  two  are  so  wide  asunder  and  the  zoology  of  the  countries  so 
different,  I  feel  justified  in  considering  them  specifically  distinct. 

The  specific  character  of  Gigas  is  as  follows  : — "  Ovahts,  luteo- 
testaceus,  niffro-setosus ;  thoracis  segmento  prima  apice  setis  pecti- 
nato ;  secundi  basi  nigra ;  antennis  brevissimis,  conicis ;  femoribus 
compressis,  subovatis  latissimis" 

EXPLANATION  OF  PLATE  XVU. 

Fig.  1.  Txodet  bimaculatu^. 

Fig,  2.  Hippopotamensii, 

Fig.  3.  —  Rhinocerinus :  3  a,  under  view  of  the  palpi  and  haustellum ; 
3  bf  posterior  le^  of  ditto. 

Fig,  4.  Hydrogaun :  4  a,  upper  view  of  the  palpi,  &c. ;  4  h,  posterior 

leg  of  ditto. 

Fig,  5,  Lipoptena  Pteropi :  5  a,  anterior  leg ;  6  ft,  upper  view  of  the  tarsus ; 
5  c,  penultimate  joint  of  tarsus,  showing  the  ungues,  pulvillus  and 
sets;  5  d,  single  unguis  much  enlarged,  showing  the  serrated  under- 
side; 5  e,  wing;  5/,  one  of  the  eyes;  5  g,  the  pulvillus  and  setae 
removed. 

Fig,  6.  PuUx  Echidna  :  6  a,  magnified  view  of  the  head  with  the  antennas 
in  $itu ;  6  b,  antennee ;  6  c,  posterior  leg ;  6  d,  anterior  leg. 
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XXXIX. — On  the  Inflorescence  of  Fedia  olitoria^  and  its  order  of 
expansion.  By  G.  Dickie,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Botany  in  the 
University  and  King^s  College  of  Aberdeen. 

In  the  latest  works  on  British  plants,  Sir  W.  J.  Hooker's  and 
Mr.  Babington's,  the  inflorescence  of  the  different  species  of 
Fedia  is  described  as  follows : — 

Fedia  olitoria.  Flowers  capitate  (Hooker) ;  flowers  in  compact  ter- 
minal heads,  involucrated  with  oblong  linear  bracteas  (Babington). 

F.  carinata.    Flowers  capitate  (Babington). 

F.  auricuia.  Flowers  corymbose,  a  sessile  flower  in  the  forks  (Hooker) ; 
flowers  distant,  in  the  forks  of  a  repeatedly  dichotomous  panicle 
(Babington). 

F.  dentata.  Flowers  corymbose,  a  sessile  flower  in  the  forks  (Hooker) ; 

flowers  corymbose  (Babington). 
F.  eriocarpa.  Corymb  condensed  (Babington). 

From  which  it  would  appear  as  if  there  were  in  the  British 
species  of  this  genus,  examples  of  three  different  kinds  of  inflo- 
rescence, viz.  the  capitulum  in  F.  olitoria  and  F.  carinata,  the 
panicle  in  F.  auricula,  and  the  corymb  in  F.  dentata  and  F,  erio- 
carpa* 

In  the  only  species  which  has  come  under  my  observation  in 
the  fipesh  state,  viz.  F.  olitoria,  the  general  order  of  expansion  is 
certainly  not  that  which  characterizes  the  simple  capitulum ;  I  was 
hence  induced  to  examine  more  particularly  the  nature  of  its  in- 
florescence. After  careful  inspection  of  numerous  specimens,  the 
cause  of  the  apparent  anomaly  became  very  evident.  The  stems 
are  invaiiabljr  forked^  the  dichotomy  being  repeated  four  times ;  a 
single  flower  in  the  axil  of  each  fork,  the  lowest  flower  expanding 
first,  and  so  on  in  succession  upwards.  Each  subdivision  stands 
at  right  angles  to  the  preceding  and  is  subtended  by  two  leaflets, 
whidh  only  differ  from  those  on  the  lower  part  of  the  stem  in 
being  smaller  and  narrower ;  they  cannot  however  be  considered 
bracteas  as  usually  described,  since  their  relation  to  the  flower  is 
different  from  that  occupied  by  a  bractea  as  generally  understood. 
On  examining  dried  specimens  of  some  of  the  other  species,  I  was 
induced  to  believe  that  the  same  general  arrangement  exists  also 
in  them ;  so  that  Mr.  Babington's  description  of  F.  auricula  is 
also  applicable  to  the  others,  omitting,  ho:wever,  the  expression 
distant,  for  in  some  of  the  others  the  inflorescence  is  more  con- 
densed, owing  to  the  shortening  of  the  stems. 

It  may  hence  be  inferred,  that  the  nature  of  the  inflorescence 
cannot  be  employed  as  a  means  of  distinguishing  the  British  spe- 
cies of  Fedia,  it  being  the  same  in  all,  only  in  some  being  lax  and 
in  others  more  dense.  It  has  been  ahready  stated  that  the  dicho- 
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tomy  of  the  inflorescence  in  F,  oUtoria  is  usually  (invariably  Y) 
repeated  four  times ;  it  would  be  desirable  therefore  to  ascertaia 
if  there  be  any  regularity  in  the  number  of  divisions  in  the  in- 
florescence of  the  other  species. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  I  cannot  omit  stating  my  be- 
lief, that  British  botanists  have  paid  too  Uttle  attention  to  the 
order  of  expansion  of  the  flowers  of  our  native  plants. 

The  important  inferences  which  may  be  deduced  from  obser- 
vations on  this  subject  were  long  ago  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Brown, 
in  a  paper  in  the  twelfth  volume  of  the  '  Transactions  of  the  Lin- 
nsean  Society.' 


XL. — Upon  the  Anatomy  o^Fhalangium  OpiUo  {Latr,), 

By  Alfred  Tulk,  M.R.C.S.,  M.E.S. 

[Concluded  from  p.  253.] 

[With  a  Plate.] 

The  female  organs  of  generation  occupv  a  similar  position  within 
the  abdomen  to  those  of  the  male,  and  are  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing parts,  viz.  an  ovipositor  contained  like  the  penis  within  a 
sheath,  and  an  ovisac  and  ovarium. 

The  ovarium  (PI.  V.  fig.  26.  O)  is  a  white,  deUcate  and  trans- 
parent membranous  tube  traversing  the  whole  circumference  of 
the  ventral  aspect  of  the  abdomen,  and  returning  into  itself  an- 
teriorly at  a  point  (O^)  where  it  opens  into  the  ovisac.  It  is  in 
relation  above,  with  the  under  surface  of  the  digestivcsac  and  fSatty 
mass ;  beneath,  with  the  terminal  portions  of  the  ovipositor,  the 
oviduct  and  abdominal  nervous  gangUa ;  while  upon  either  side 
it  dips  deeply  down  under  the  coxse  of  the  posterior  pair  of  legs, 
where  the  two  tracheal  trunks  pass  over  it  near  to  their  origin. 
The  anterior  half  of  this  tube  (0»)  is  narrow,  and  it  widens  out 
gradually  behind  for  the  remainder  of  its  extent,  to  contain  a 
great  number  of  ova  in  diflerent  stages  of  their  development,  from 
tibe  size  of  a  small  pin's  head  to  those  which  are  scarcely  visible 
to  the  naked  eye.  I  have  constantly  observed  that  the  lai^est  or 
most  advanced  ova  were  situated  in  that  part  of  the  ovarium  near- 
est to  the  ovisac,  or  most  internally  (PL  V.  fig.  27.).  Each  ovum 
is  retained  in  a  separate  csecal  pouch  of  the  ovarium,  which  sur- 
rounds it  closely,  and  can  be  seen  only  upon  rupturing  it  and 
allowing  the  ovum  to  escape.  I  have  never  met  with  ova  in  the 
anterior  part  of  the  ovarium,  which  contained  instead  irregular 
patches  of  an  opake  granular  matter. 

The  next  organ,  the  ovisac  (PI.  V.  figs.  26  and  27.  U),  occu- 
pies the  space  included  within  the  inner  circumference  of  the 
ovary,  being  in  contact  superiorly  with  the  fatty  mass,  and  crossed 
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above  by  the  medio-  and  lateral  abdominal  nerves.  It  consists  of 
two  chambers  of  considerable  size  and  conical  in  form^  with  their 
apices  directed  forwards^  which  communicate  by  a  constricted  por- 
tion (*)  with  each  other^  this  last  beings  in  the  natural  relation  of 
ports,  covered  from  below  by  the  sheath  of  the  ovipositor  as  it  lies 
along  the  median  line.  The  right  chamber,  somewhat  the  largest, 
opens  by  its  small  extremity  into  the  ovarium,  marking  where 
that  organ  returns  into  itself,  while  the  left  gives  origin  to  the 
oviduct.  In  an  undistended  state  they  occupy  but  a  comparatively 
small  space  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  but  when  filled  with  ova 
(PL  y.  fig.  27.)  their  size  is  so  much  increased,  as,  along  with  the 
ovipositor  and  its  retractor  muscles,  to  be  almost  the  only  parts 
seen  upon  removing  the  ventral  integument.  It  is  in  these  cham- 
bers that  the  ova  in  all  probabiUty  acquire  their  final  coverings 
and  development  previous  to  being  laid. 

The  oviduct  (PI.  V.  fig.  26.  ov),  broad  at  its  commencement, 
appears  like  a  continuation  of  the  left  chamber,  firom  which  it 
curves  backwards,  and  makes  several  folds  as  a  long  narrow  tube 
lying  beneath  the  ovisac.  Its  direction  is  then  forwards,  to  enter 
the  base  of  the  ovipositor,  and  it  crosses  in  one  part  of  its  course 
the  left  retractor  muscle  of  that  organ.  Its  length  is  about  twice 
that  of  the  ovipositor,  and  its  texture,  as  well  as  that  of  the  an- 
terior part  of  the  ovarium,  must  be  very  extensible,  to  admit  of 
the  passage  of  ova  through  such  narrow  and  seemingly  dispro- 
portionate canals. 

The  ovipontor  is  an  elongated,  flattened  and  carinate  organ 
(PL  V.  fig.  28.),  grooved  upon  its  upper  aspect,  which  Ues,  in- 
cluded within  its  sheath,  along  the  median  surface  of  the  abdomen 
immediately  beneath  the  integument,  through  which  it  is  visible 
externally  as  a  dark  line ;  a  character  by  which,  independently  of 
the  greater  size  and  convexity  of  the  abdomen,  the  female  may  be 
at  once  readily  distinguished  from  the  male  of  P.  Opilio,  it  is 
lodged  partly  within  the  concavity  of  the  sternal  plate,  near  to  the 
firee  border  of  which  it  terminates,  and  its  length  is  about  half  or 
two-thirds  that  of  the  abdomen.  Above,  it  is  in  relation  with  the 
anterior  part  of  the  ovarium,  the  constricted  portion  of  the  ovisac, 
and  the  oviduct,  and  on  the  sides  with  the  branches  of  the  medio- 
abdominal  nerve  and  the  lateral  margins  of  the  sternal  plate.  It  is 
composed  of  a  series  of  homy  rings  (PL  V .  fig.  28.  a),  thirty-three 
in  number,  which  increase  in  transverse  width  firom  the  posterior 
extremity  to  about  the  middle  of  the  organ,  whence  they  diminish 
again  towards  its  apex.  They  are  furnished  each  with  a  single  row 
of  bristles  having  elevated  bases,  and  two  of  which  project  hori- 
zontally outwards  from  the  seven  or  eight  anterior  annuli  beyond 
either  side  of  the  ovipositor,  diminishing  however  in  length  and 
number  behind  these  segments.     The  first  and  one  or  two  last 
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annuli  are  paler  in  colour  than  the  rest^  and  nearly  obsolete. 
Anteriorly  the  ovipositor  terminates  by  two  organs  of  peculiar 
construction.  These  consist  of  a  pair  of  shorty  obtuse  and  some- 
what conical  appendages^  freely  articulated  to  the  last  ring,  and 
opposed  to  each  other  so  as  to  constitute  a  kind  of  forceps^  which 
must  serve  admirably  for  laying  hold  of  the  eggs  as  they  issue 
firom  the  ovipositor,  anddepositingthem  in  their  appropriate  nidus. 
They  are  OHuposed  each  of  two  joints :  the  basal  (PL  V.  fig.  29. 6), 
somewhat  quadrate  in  form,  has  its  outer  border  elliptical  and 
provided  with  two  or  three  bristles,  equalling  it  in  width  and 
standing  out  at  right  angles  from  the  side  of  the  joint.  Its  outer 
side  is  dark,  and  of  a  homy  texture  like  the  annuli.  The  second 
or  terminal  joint  (c)  is  longer  and  narrower  than  the  preceding 
one,  the  internal  margin  straight  and  membranous,  being  pro- 
longed forwards  into  a  blunt  conical  point.  Upon  the  outer  side 
of  this  joint,  near  to  its  apex,  is  a  slight  depression,  which  lodges 
a  small  brush  {d)  comp<^ed  of  several  short  obtuse  spines,  im- 
planted upon  a  rounded  elevation  within  it.  What  the  use 
of  these  singular  appendages  may  be,  it  would  be  interesting  to 
ascertain.  Long  bristles,  seated  upon  tubercles,  extend  outwards 
firom  the  above  joint  and  are  shortest  upon  its  apex.  The  annuli 
of  the  ovipositor  are  connected  together  by  a  tough  intervening 
membrane,  perfectly  distinct  from  that  which  lines  the  entire 
organ  (PI.  V.  fig.  28.  m'),  a  continuation  of  the  oviduct,  and  upon 
which  impressions  of  the  rings  may  be  often  seen  to  be  faintly 
traced.  Behind,  where  the  annuli  cease,  the  membrane  connecting 
them  is  reflected  outwards  and  upwards,  and  it  is  an  extension  of 
this  fold  over  the  entire  ovipositor  which  constitutes  its  next  por- 
tion, or 

'the,  sheath,  one  indeed  of  the  most  remarkable  structures  that 
has  been  as  yet  met  with  in  Phalangium,  It  consists  of  a  thin 
membrane,  thrown  into  transverse  folds,  and  covered  over  densely 
throughout  nearly  its  entire  extent  with  short,  obtuse  and  conical 
spines.  Upon  viewing  it  under  a  low  power,  this  membrane  ap- 
pears as  if  crossed  by  numerous  lines,  and  that,  at  the  points 
where  the  latter  intersect  each  other,  small  stars  or  trident-fidiaped 
spines  were  placed.  This,  which  forms  a  very  beautiful  object 
under  the  microscope,  seems  to  be,  in  part,  produced  by  the  di-^ 
vergent  shadows  from  the  really  simple  comcal  spines  cast  upon 
the  membrane  beneath,  and  partly  by  a  curious  puckering  of  the 
latter  around  the  base  of  each  spine.  But  that  this  appearance, 
whatever  be  its  real  production,  is  false,  may  be  determined  by 
submitting  a  portion  of  the  sheath  to  a  power  of  570  or  even  1020 
linear,  when  the  structure  of  the  spines  may  be  satisfactorily  de- 
monstrated to  be  such  as  was  just  stated;  more  especially  if,  as 
sometimes  happens,  in  placing  it  between  two  sUps  of  glass  for 
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examination,  a  few  of  them  have  become  detached  from  the  surface 
of  the  membrane.  Another  pecuUarity  of  this  sheath  is  its  very 
high  degree  of  elasticity,  as  it  may  be  stretched  to  three  times  its 
natural  length  without  rupture,  resuming  with  a  spring  its  former 
position  and  extent  when  the  tension  is  removed.  When  within 
the  abdomen,  the  sheath  of  the  ovipositor  is  seen  to  be  of  a  black- 
ish colour,  but  this  is  due  to  its  numerous  transverse  folds  and 
the  spines  upon  its  surface,  since  the  more  it  is  drawn  out  the 
lighter  it  becomes,  until  the  true  white  colour  of  both  membrane 
and  spines  is  rendered  visible.  In  the  unextruded  condition  of 
the  ovipositor  the  spines  are  situated  upon  the  internal  surface  of 
the  sheath,  lying  closely  appressed  thereon,  with  their  points  di- 
rected forwards ;  but  when  these  parts  have  been  everted,  which 
is  effected  in  a  similar  manner  to  those  of  the  male,  they  stand 
out  externally,  giving  to  the  outline  of  the  sheath  an  irregular 
surface,  very  different  from  that  which  it  had  within  the  abdo- 
minal cavity.  The  spines  cease  at  a  little  distance  from  the  ter- 
mination of  the  sheath  anteriorly,  by  a  somewhat  abrupt  trans- 
verse line,  and  are  continued  outwards  into  two  curved  and  stiff 
folds  of  the  membrane  upon  either  side,  analogous  to  the  hooks 
in  the  sheath  of  the  penis,  their  use  in  both  sexes  being  appa- 
rently to  keep  the  orifice  of  the  sheath  open,  so  as  to  offer  no  ob- 
struction to  the  egress  of  its  contained  organ.  The  naked  mem- 
brane of  the  antero-inferior  part  of  the  sheath  is  continuous  with 
an  inflection  of  the  sternal  lip. 

Besides  the  sheath  already  described,  there  is  yet  another  of  a 
white  colour  (PI.  V.  fig.  26.  ms)  which  invests  it  more  loosely, 
and  which  is  formed  by  a  single  layer  of  ultimate  fibrils  of  large 
size,  arranged  in  a  parallel  and  longitudinal  manner  side  by  side, 
and  united  so  as  to  constitute  a  thin  muscular  tube  over  the  re- 
flected portion  or  true  sheath  of  the  ovipositor.  Near  to  the  an- 
terior termination  of  the  latter  organ  these  fibrils  diverge  from 
their  straight  course  upon  either  side,  and  are  a^regated  to- 
gether to  form  a  pair  of  muscles  directed  obliquely  backwards. 
The  most  posterior,  the  broader  and  shorter  of  the  two,  is  of  a 
flattened  and  triangular  shape,  and  attached  by  its  apex  to  the 
sides  of  the  base  of  the  sternal  plate ;  the  anterior  is  long  and 
narrow,  its  fibres  divergent  internally  and  continuous  like  those 
of  the  preceding  with  the  sheath,  its  external  extremity  being 
blended  with  that  of  the  posterior  muscle  and  attached  along  with 
it.  This  muscular  sheath  does  not  terminate  at  the  posterior  end 
of  the  ovipositor  by  a  free  margin,  but  is  reflected  inwards  upon 
itself,  part  of  its  fibres  being  obviously  continuous  with  those  of 
the  retractor  muscles,  while  some  are  probably  prolonged  onwards 
over  the  oviduct  to  constitute  an  external  contractile  coat.  After 

Ann.  ^  Mag,  N.  Hist,  To/.xii.  Z 


Digitized  by 


Google 


322     Mr.  A.  Tulk  on  the  Anatomy  of  niaianghun  OpiKo. 

repeated  examinations  of  the  stnicture  of  the  above  sheadi^  xmder 
the  microscope,  and  that  also  abready  alluded  to  as  investing  a 
corresponding  part  of  the  male  organs,  I  feel  convinced  of  its 
muscidar  texture  from  having  observed  that  these  longitudinal 
fibrils,  which  are  continuous  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  are 
composed  each  of  a  single  row  of  disc-shaped  particles  inclosed 
within  a  distinct  sheath.  Some  of  these  may  be  seen  separated 
like  beads  from  each  other,  but  still  connected  by  their  sarccdemma; 
others  lying  obliquely  upon  each  other  Uke  pieces  of  money,  and 
when  seen  directly  from  their  edge  in  apposition,  they  give  rise 
to  the  appearance  of  the  transverse  strise. 

The  retractor  muscles  of  the  ovipositor  (PI.  V.  fig.  26.  rm)  di- 
verge sUghtly  fi^m  the  base  of  that  organ,  to  which  they  are  at- 
tached^ to  be  inserted  into  the  penultimate  dorsal  arc,  as  in  the 
male. 

In  addition  to  the  above  organs  are  two  long  slender  csecal 
tubes,  which  Ue  along  the  under  surface  of  the  muscular  sheath 
of  the  ovipositor,  and  contain  in  their  interior  a  granular  sub- 
stance. They  are  accompanied  each  by  a  dehcate  tracheal  vessel, 
which  winds  spirally  roiihd  and  ramifies  upon  them,  and  they 
appear  to  open  into  the  oviduct  upon  either  side  where  it  is  en- 
tering the  ovipositor.  From  their  form  and  position,  these  tubes 
may  perhaps  be  regarded  as  analogous  to  the  gbUen^ecretors  of 
insects. 

A  considerable  degree  of  interest  is  attached  to  the  generative 
organs  of  P.  Opilio  in  both  sexes,  from  its  having  been  first  stated 
bv  Geofiroy  t,  and  afterwards  by  Latreille  in  his  *  Hist.  Nat.  des 
TxHirm.,'  that  this  species  was  merely  the  female  of  P.  comuhan. 
In  a  memoir  contained  in  that  work  (sur  la  g&i6ration  des  Fan- 

*  Subsequently  to  receiving  the  proof  sheets  of  this  portion  of  my  paper, 
I  found  that  I  was  in  error  with  regard  to  one  point  in  the  structure  of  the 
muscular  sheath  of  the  nenis  and  ovipositor  ofPkalangium,  What  I  have  there 
descrihed  as  ultimate  nhrils  are  narrow  and  elongated  fasciculi^  which,  by 
the  pressure  to  which  they  have  been  submitted  in  placing  them  between  two 
slips  of  glass  for  examination,  have  become  separated  by  transverse  cleavage 
into  the  (/ue-shaped  bodies  alluded  to.  ]f  however  the  sur&ce  of  these  be 
carefully  examined,  it  is  seen  to  be  minutely  granular,  an  appearance  pro- 
duced bv  the  numerous  fibrils  they  contain,  each  of  which  is  made  up  by  rows 
oi primitive  particles  or  sarcous  elements  of  Bowman,  splitting  in  the  direc* 
tion  of  the  transverse  striae.  It  was  owing  to  my  having  overlooked  this 
peculiar  structure  of  the  discs,  the  ■^'^inch  power  of  my  microsci^  being 
hardly  sufficient  to  define  it  clearly,  that  the  mistake  has  arisen.  The  sar- 
colemma  invests  as  a  delicate  membrane  these  fasciculi,  which  in  this  sheath 
of  Phalangium,  instead  of  being  aggregated  together  in  bundles  to  form  a 
solid  muscle,  as  in  the  legs  and  other  parts,  remain  distinct  fk-om  and  in 
parallel  apposition  with  each  other,  so  as  to  form  a  hollow  tube. 

t  Hist.  Abr^6e  des  Insectes,  1762. 
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dienrs)^  the  latter  author  has  described  at  length  and  in  very  gra- 
phic Isaignage  the  preliminary  contests  among  the  males  and  sub- 
sequent copvdation  between  several  individuals  of  P.  comutum  and 
Opilio.  His  concluding  words  are,  "  D'autres  individus  cflebrent 
aussi  iQurs  noces  en  ma  prince,  et  le  fait  que  j'ai  avancee  ne 
saurait  Stre  contest&Z^  Treviranus  explains  these  conclusions 
of  Latreille,  to  which  he  was  led,  in  the  first  place,  by  having 
met,  in  dissection,  with  male  organs  only  in  P.  comutum  and 
female  in  P.  Opilio,  by  observing  that  the  separate  occurrence  of 
the  sexes  at  certain  periods  is  not  uncommon  among  apterous 
insects,  and  further,  that  a  hybrid  union  might  have  been  taking 
place  among  the  specimens  witnessed  by  that  observer.  K  in- 
deed this  conjecture  be  correct,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  ano- 
malous fjEM^  of  several  individuals  of  opposite  species,  though  very 
different  in  outward  form,  congregated  for  the  purpose  of  copu- 
lation with  each  other,  should  have  deceived  even  so  accurate 
an.observer  as  Latreille.  From  what  little  I  have  observed  myself 
of  these  two  species,  I  believe  they  are  essentially  distinct  nrom 
each  other.  I  have  already  pointed  out  the  sUght  modifications 
of  external  form  which  characterize  the  sexes  of  P.  Opilio,  and 
among  the  numerous  specimens  of  the  latter  which  I  have  dis- 
jwcted,  have  met  with  a  very  fair  proportion  of  males  to  females. 
With  regard  to  P.  comutum,  which  is  abundant  in  pastures  and 
on  the  dialk  hills  under  stones  about  Dover,  I  seldom  met  with 
pP.  Opilio  associated  with  it,  this  species  affecting  rather  the 
whitened  walls  of  outhouses  than  the  open  country.  Hermann, 
Herbst  and  Hahn,  all  moreover  describe  these  species  as  distinct ; 
the  latter  indeed  has  given  drawings  of  the  male  and  female  of 
P.  camiuium,  observing  of  them,  "beide  Geschlecbtertraf  Ich  oft 
in  Begattung  an ;"  and  of  P.  Opilio,  ^'  Nach  Latreille  soil  diese 
Art  dais  Weibchen  von  P.  comutum  seyn,  allein  Ich  traf  solches 
ooch  niamals  mit  Jenem  in  Begattung,  woU  aber  sehr  oft  die 
t^iden  Geschleohter  dies^  Art  mit  Brust  an  Brust  gedriickt,  und 
mit  den  Fiihlfiissen  sich  umklammemd  im  Begattung  an.^^ 

Jn  his  description  <rf  the  position  of  the  bodies  of  the  male  and 
female  dwng  coition,  Hahn  in  the  passage  just  quoted  has  con* 
finned  the  observations  made  upon  this  point  by  I^atreille,  who 
fmniishes,  however,  in  addition  the  following  remarkable  though 
i^Htber  mdistind;  statement : — "  L^accouplement  a  lieu  et  dure 
trois  h  quatre  secondes.  II  n^en  i^ulte  aucune  adh^on  comme 
dans  un  grand  nombre  d^insectes.  La  reunion  vient  de  s'(^6rer, 
^  le  male  ne  laisse  apercevoir  aucune  marque  caracteristique  de 
fcm  sexe.'^  The  inf^ence  from  this  is,  that  no  actual  introduc- 
^on  of  the  male  organ  into  the  vaginal  orifice  of  the  female  is 
effected ;  and  certainly,  when  the  position  of  their  bodies  is  taken 
intOiftccount,  and  Unat  the  gluis  of  the  male,  with  the  opening  for 

Z2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


324     Mr.  A.  Tulk  on  the  Anatomy  0/ Phalangium  Opilio. 

the  exit  of  the  seminal  secretion^  is  turned  from  instead  of  touHtrdt 
the  female,  and  from  its  mode  of  articulation  with  the  body  of 
the  penis^  cannot  be  bent  in  the  opposite  direction,  a  mechanical 
difficulty  is  suggested  which  serves  to  support  the  account  given 
by  Latreille.  More  detailed  and  careful  observations  are  much 
needed  upon  this  subject,  as  should  the  generative  function  be 
performed  in  the  manner  described  above,  without  true  intromis- 
sion, what  then  can  be  the  use  of  the  well-developed  condition  <tf 
the  male  organ  ? 

Nervous  System, — In  the  conditions  of  their  nervous  system 
the  Phalangia  conform  very  closely  to  the  type  of  structure  exhi- 
bited by  the  Anourous  Arachnida.  Owing  to  the  relative  posi- 
tion of  their  oral  organs,  which,  from  the  absence  of  a  distinct 
head,  are  removed  inferiorly  upon  a  level  with  the  coxae  of  the 
legs,  of  which  indeed  they  are  but  modifications,  the  anterior  ot 
cephalic  (Pl.V.  fig.  31.  eg)  mass  is  placed  in  yran/  instead  of  above 
the  oesophagus,  the  latter  bending  obliquely  downwards,  after 
crossing  the  thoracic  ganglion,  to  reach  the  above  structures.  It 
consists  of  two  oblong  and  obtusely  conical  ganglia  of  a  grayish 
white  colour,  the  apices  of  which  are  directed  forwards,  their  bases 
prolonged  into  two  short  crura  which  connect  them  to  the  sides 
of  the  anterior  margin  of  the  thoracic  gangUon,  and  leave  an  el- 
liptical opening  (*)  through  which  the  oesophagus  passes.  They 
are  invested  together  by  a  loose  neurilemma,  and  give  off  at  least 
three  distinct  nerves.  The  middle  one,  of  large  size,  arises  by  a 
common  origin,  somewhat  dilated,  and  divides  about  its  middle 
into  two  tnmks  (on),  which  pass  upwards  between  the  anterior 
cseca  of  the  alimentary  canal,  the  muscles  of  the  cheUcerse  and 
maxillary  palpi,  to  expand  upon  the  inferior  surface  of  the  central 
conjoint  pair  of  eyes.  The  two  others  (/o)  are  much  smaller,  and 
are  directed  outwards  to  the  lateral  eyes. 

Conditionated  by  the  amount  of  nervous  energy  reqtdred  for 
setting  in  motion  the  long  and  filiform  extremities  and  sustaining 
upon  them  the  weight  of  the  body,  the  thoracic  ganglion  {tg)  is 
of  great  extent,  occupying  nearly  the  whole  lower  surface  of  the 
cephalo-thoracic  cavity.  It  is  of  a  paler  colour  and  firmer  tex- 
ture than  the  cephaUc,  apparently  made  up  by  the  union  of  two 
or  more  ganglia,  and  consists  of  a  transverse  portion  lying  behind 
the  oesophagus,  the  anterior  and  posterior  margins  of  which  are 
eUiptical  and  well-defined,  and  of  two  lateral  prolongations  ex- 
tending forwards  and  backwards  upon  either  side  of  the  above. 
Anteriorly  these  reach  as  far  as  the  extremities  of  the  cephalic 
ganglia,  curve  slightly  downwards,  and  give  off  a  nerve  from  their 
apex  and  one  also  from  their  internal  margin,  while  behind  they 
are  very  short  and  obtuse,  and  furnish  each  a  large  trunk  to  the 
posterior  pair  of  legs,  three  others  {en)  being  diJBtributed  frt>m 
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their  external  border  to  the  remaining  extremities.  Three  branches 
arise  from  the  posterior  margin  of  the  transverse  portion,  to  sup- 
ply the  contents  of  the  abdomen.  A  medio-abdominal  nerve  [m), 
which  passes  beneath  the  transverse  tracheal  vessel,  and  above  the 
ovarium  and  ovisac  in  the  female  and  seminal  vessels  in  the  male, 
and  divides  into  two  branches  (asf)>  furnished  with  pyriform 
ganglia  of  considerable  size.  Beyond  these  ganglia  the  branches 
are  continued  for  a  short  distance,  when  they  unite  by  a  transverse 
filament  (*  *)  and  subdivide  into  delicate  nervous  threads,  few  in 
number,  which  again  commimicating,  form  an  open  net-work  of 
nervous  fibre,  distributed  to  the  ovarium,  oviduct  and  tissue  of  the 
corium.  The  two  external  or  latero-abdominal  nerves  divide  each 
near  to  their  origin  into  two  others,  the  outermost  of  which  (gg), 
very  short,  presents  occasionally  two  gangliform  swellings  upon 
its  course,  and  gives  branches  to  the  generative  organs  near  to 
their  external  opening.  The  inner  pair  {ag)  pass  backwards  almost 
parallel  with  the  central  cord,  and  provided  also  with  ganglia  di- 
vide, according  to  Treviranus,  into  three  filaments  which  spread 
out  upon  the  under  surface  of  the  alimentary  canal  and  adjacent 
viscera.  The  thoracic  gangUon  is  in  relation  in  the  middle,  above 
and  posteriorly,  with  the  transverse  tracheal  vessel,  laterally  with 
the  main  tracheal  trunks,  and  beneath  with  the  termination  of  the 
ovipositor  (PL  V.  fig.  33.  t). 

It  was  important  to  ascertain  if,  in  the  structure  of  the  gan- 
glionic centres  of  the  nervous  system  in  Phalangium,  there  was 
any  indication  of  a  separation  into  two  distinct  tracts,  such  as  have 
been  described  in  insects  as  representing  the  motor  and  sensitive 
columns  from  which  the  spinal  nerves  arise  in  the  Vertebrata. 
With  this  view  I  have  examined  under  the  microscope  the  tho- 
racic as  well  as  the  abdominal  ganglia,  and  find  that  in  both  they 
are  composed  of  an  aggregation  of  globules,  very  distinct  in  the 
first,  where  they  resemble  somewhat  vesicles  of  fat,  which  have 
coalesced  together  so  as  to  iorm  an  irregular  kind  of  net-work. 
The  nervous  fibres  which  pass  either  to  or  from  these  ganglionic 
enlargements  appear  to  cease  abruptly  when  they  arrive  at  the 
latter,  and  become,  as  it  were,  amalgamated  with  tneir  structure. 
I  mention  briefly  these  facts  here  because  they  ofier  additional 
evidence,  to  that  which  has  already  been  so  admirably  adduced  by 
Prof.  Owen  in  his  Lectures  upon  the  Grustaceaf  during  the  pre- 
sent year,  of  the  fabity,  or,  at  least,  non-universality,  of  the  above 
analogy,  as  apphed  to  the  Articulated  animals.  The  most  striking 
pecuUarity  connected  with  the  nervous  system  of  the  Phalangia, 
is  the  presence  of  several  large  transversely  striated  muscular 

f  Lectures  od  the  Comparative  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  Inverte- 
brate Animals,  1843. 
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&8ciculi  which  radiate  from  the  sides  of  the  thoracic  gangfion, 
where  they  are  attached  by  short  tendons.  Their  arrangement  is 
such,  that,  according  as  either  one  or  the  other  set  of  fibres  aet, 
they  will  draw  the  nervous  mass  either  forwards  or  backwards, 
horizontally,  or  in  the  vertical  direction.  I  am  not  aware  that 
this  voluntary  power  of  moving  the  nervous  centres  exists  in  any 
of  the  other  Articulata. 

Organi  of  Sense, — With  the  exception  of  that  of  vision,  the 
precise  location  of  the  other  organs  of  sense  in  Phalangium  reflts, 
for  the  most  part,  as  in  insects,  upon  conjecture.  A  very  delicate 
touch  no  doubt  resides  in  the  extremities  of  the  palpi,  and  the 
slender  terminations  of  the  anterior  and  two  hindermost  pairs  of 
legs,  while  the  second  pair,  longer  than  the  rest,  and  which  the 
harvest-spider  keeps  raised,  chiefly  in  resting,  from  the  surfeee, 
may  serve  to  convey  the  vibratory  impulses  of  the  atmosphere, 
and  thus  i^prise  it  of  any  coming  danger.  The  form  of  the  che- 
licerse,  the  usually  regarded  analogues  of  the  antennse,  wotdd 
seem  to  ill  adapt  them  for  the  auditory  functicm.  The  eyes  are 
four  in  number,  as  stated  in  the  commencement  of  this  paper, 
two  being  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  eepbalo-thoracic  shidd, 
and  the  other  pair  near  to  its  anterior  angles.  In  the  first  of 
these,  the  large  size,  prominence,  and  elevated  position  (rf  which> 
appear  to  supply  their  deficiency  in  number  as  contrasted  with 
the  median  ocelli  of  the  Araneida,  I  have  suoeeeded  in  tracing 
out  similar  structures  to  those  described  by  Miiller  and  others  as 
composing  the  eye  of  the  scorpion ;  namely^  first  of  all  a  layer  of 
black  pigment,  retained  doubtless  in  place  by  a  choroid  coat,  which 
is  thicker  laterally  than  above  and  Wow,  and  whi^  must  sap^ 
port  upon  its  inner  surface  the  nervous  expansion  of  the  retina ; 
seconcUy,  a  vitreous  humour,  seen  as  a  convex  transparent  spot 
imbedded  in  the  centre  of  the  pigmentary  layer ;  and  lastly,  a  mi* 
nute,  round  and  compressed  crystalline  kns  formed  of  concentric 
laminse,  and  apparent  in  the  living  animal  through  the  cornea, 
which  is  simply  a  smooth  transparent  portion  of  the  general  in- 
tegument of  the  body.  At  fig.  32.  om  are  representee!  a  pair  of 
muscles,  passing  upon  each  side  beneath  the  middle  pair  of  eyes, 
which  are  united  laterally  to  each  other.  Their  use  must  surely 
be  to  efieet  some  change  of  position  in  the  internal  humours  of 
the  eye  beneath  their  immoveable  cornea,  and  so  accommodate 
them  to  the  movements  of  the  thoracic  ganglion,  and  through  it 
the  cephalic  and  optic  nerves,  when  acted  upon  by  its  powerful 
muscles.  One  fact  is  deserving  of  notice,  as  tending  to  throw 
some  light  upon  this  opinion, — ^that  in  every  specimen  of  P.  OpUio 
from  which  1  have  removed  the  cephalo-thoracic  plate,  the  layer 
of  pigment  with  the  vitreous  humour  has  invariably  remained  at- 
tach^ to  the  extremity  of  the  optic  nerve,  leaving  the  crystalline 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Mr.  A.  Tulk  an  the  Anatmny  of  Phalangium  Opilio.     827 

fena  behind  the  comedy  and  thus  indicating  their  great  freedom  of 
connexion^  if  indeed  any  exist.  The  lateral  pair  of  eyes  are  not 
nearly  so  distinct  and  prominent  as  the  above^  and  would  appear 
to  be  wanting  altog^er  in  certain  species,  as  in  a  specimen  of 
P.  quadridentaium,  I  have  been  unable  to  perceive  the  slightest 
traces  of  their  eidstence. 

Respiratoty  System. — ^The  respiratory  organs  of  the  Phalangia 
consist  of  two  large  tracheal  trunks  (PL  V.  fig.  33.),  situated  upon 
either  side  of  the  cephalo-thoracic  cavity.  Thev  oonmience  from 
two  stigmata,  which  open  externally  between  tne  posterior  cqx» 
and  under  surfistce  of  the  abdomen,  and  from  thence  they  pass 
inwards,  forwards  and  di^tly  upwards,  converging  towards  each 
other  at  their  anterior  termination.  In  their  course  are  several 
slight  dilatations,  ^ere  large  branches  are  given  off.  From  the 
oblique  position  <^  the  posterior  coxte,  these  trunks  have  to 
curve  somewhat  abruptly  round  their  convexity,  and  owing  to 
the  narrow  q>ace  in  which  the  spiracle  lies,  are  compressed  and 
smaller  in  calibre  at  that  particular  point.  Their  different  rela- 
tions fr(Hn  behind  forwards  are  as  follows : — h&  they  emerge  from 
b^ieath  the  posterior  cox»  they  pass  over  a  part  of  the  ovarium, 
which  has  been  said  on  a  former  occasion  to  dip  deeply  down 
there  upon  either  side,  and  are  then  situated  bx  the  remamder  of 
their  course  upon  the  inner  extremities  of  the  coxal  joints  resting 
partly  upon  the  muscles  passing  into  these  open  cavities,  while  near 
to  their  anterior  extremities,  they  overlie  the  sides  and  crural 
branches  of  the  thoracic  ganglion.  These  trunks  are  somewhat 
remarkable  for  their  large  size  and  abort  course,  and  are  readily 
distinguished  from  other  organs  in  dissection  by  their  additionid 
pearly  lustre.  The  best  mode  of  displaying  them  is  to  commence 
from  the  dorsal  sur&ce  of  the  animal  by  removing  the  heart  and 
all  the  digestive  viscera^  and  in  the  female  the  ovarium  and 
ovisac. 

Further  than  their  principal  trunks,  Straus-Durckheim*,  in 
his  recent  able  work,  states,  '^  Je  n'ai  jamais  pu  m'assurer  de  la 
forme  et  de  la  disposition  des  trach^  dans  les  Holetres.^'  Tre- 
viranus,  however,  long  since  described  and  figured  the  respiratory 
tubes  and  their  brandies,  but  as  this  excellent  observer  Ium  done 
so  in  a  very  general  manner,  it  enables  me,  after  much  patient 
re^investigation,  to  enter  into  more  minute  details.  The  primary 
branches,  also  of  considerable  size,  which  proceed  fr^m  each  of 
the  main  trunks,  are  about  fourteen  in  number,  the  majority  of 
which  ramify  among  the  viscera  of  the  thorax,  while  three  only 
upon  either  side  are  distributed  to  the  abdomen.  The  first  of 
these  abdominal  air-tubes  (at)  is  given  off  from  the  internal  side 

•  Traits  d'Anftt.  Comp.,  Paris  1S42. 
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of  the  trunk,  just  before  it  opens  externally  in  the  stigma,  and 
passes  directly  backwards  for  some  distance  undivided,  and  th«i 
ramifies  into  several  branches.  The  two  next  branches  arise  quite 
close  to  each  other  at  a  short  interval  from  the  former.  The  most 
external  runs  also  backwards  for  some  extent  as  a  single  tube  and 
then  bifurcates,  each  branch  resolving  itself  again  into  twos  and 
threes,  so  as  to  form  a  leash  of  long  trachese,  nearly  of  equal  size 
and  parallel  to  each  other.  The  internal  branch  divides,  not  so 
far  as  the  others  from  its  point  of  origin,  into  smaller  tubes,  and, 
directed  more  towards  the  median  line,  supplies,  with  them,  the 
abdominal  viscera  and  generative  organs. 

The  fourth  branch  (/),  issuing  from  the  main  trunk  at  an  acute 
angle,  is  remarkable  for  its  size,  which  is  nearly  half  the  width  of 
that  of  the  latter,  and  its  course,  Uke  it,  is  forwards  and  in- 
wards, but  converging  more  towards  its  fellow  of  the  opposite 
side.  After  quitting  the  main  trunk  it  gets  beneath  its  level,  and 
runs  to  the  posterior  margin  of  the  thoracic  ganglion,  beneath 
which  it  passes,  and  there  terminates  abruptly  by  a  rounded  cla- 
vate  extremity,  from  which  arise  three  branches.  The  most  pos- 
terior of  these  takes  a  peculiar  direction ;  it  passes  transversely 
inwards,  crossing  the  medio-abdominal  nerve  and  anterior  part 
of  the  sheath  of  the  ovipositor  in  the  female  as  at  fig.  83,  and 
anastomosing  with  a  similar  tube  from  the  opposite  side,  forms  a 
very  delicate  arch  just  behind  the  thoracic  ganglion.  From  the 
anterior  side  of  this  arch  (which  has  been  spoken  of  above  as  the 
transverse  tracheal  vessel)  two  long  curving  and  slender  tubes 
proceed  forwards,  and  are  probably  continued  into  the  maxillary 
palpi.  Treviranus  has  figured  and  described  an  azygos  tube  as 
arising  between  these  two  and  passing  forwards,  while  another 
given  off  opposite  takes  a  backward  course.  I  have  been  unable 
to  detect  either  of  these  branches,  but  have  met  in  some  specimens 
of  P.  Opilio  with  two  trachese  arising,  nearly  opposite  to  the  an- 
terior pair,  from  the  arch  and  entering  the  abdominal  cavity.  The 
two  other  branches  given  off  from  this  large  trunk  run  beneath 
the  thoracic  ganglion,  their  terminal  ramifications  emerging  upon 
either  side  the  optic,  and  supplying  adjacent  organs.  The  main 
trunk  of  the  tracheal  system  furnishes  but  one  other  luranch  from 
its  inner  aspect  which  ramifies  near  to  the  optic  ganglion,  and 
then  gradually  diminishes  in  size  to  form  a  terminal  tube  (to), 
which  is  intended  to  convey  air  into  the  interior  of  the  chelicerae, 
and  from  the  outer  side  of  which  several  smaller,  more  or  less 
parallel  vessels  arise.  The  branches  fi^m  the  outer  side  of 
the  main  trunk  arise  in  pairs,  of  which  there  are  four  (ct),  one 
of  each  passing  along  the  upper  surface  of  muscles  in  the  coxal 
joints  to  supply  the  legs,  while  the  other  goes  to  the  parietes  and 
viscera  of  the  cephalo-thorax.  From  the  divergent  position  of  the 
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two  anterior  pairs  of  legs  from  the  two  posterior^  there  is  an  in- 
terval between  the  two  middle  pairs  of  tubes^  greater  than  be- 
tween the  first  and  second^  or  third  and  fourth  pairs.  Besides  the 
tracheal  vessels  above  enumerated^  their  minute  subdivisions  are 
distributed  most  extensively  throughout  the  body,  some  passing 
within  the  body  of  the  penis  into  the  ovipositor,  upon  either  side 
of  the  pharynx  between  its  muscles,  around  the  circumference  of 
the  ovary,  and  among  the  seminal  cseca,  &c. 

As  regards  the  structtare  of  the  trachese  in  Phahmgium,  I  have 
been  unable  to  detect  the  existence  of  a  serous  or  mucous  coat 
distinct  from  their  spiral  fibre,  but  as  the  coils  of  this  must  have 
some  means  of  connexion,  the  mucous  coat  may  possibly  serve  that 
purpose,  in  place  of  being  a  simple  lining  membrane  to  the  tube. 
There  is  an  appearance  in  these  vessels  similar  to  what  is  met 
with  in  the  vesicles  of  insects,  and  which  is  due  to  the  presence 
of  an  immense  number  of  round  spots,  which  look  at  first  like 
small  openings,  and  are  scattered  most  abundantly,  without  any 
arrangement,  over  the  main  trunks,  but  more  sparingly  upon  the 
branches,  decreasing  as  they  further  subdivide.  Examined  under 
a  power  of  500  linear,  they  are  found  to  consist  of  two  kinds  :  the 
larger  have  a  well-defined  margin,  are  least  connected  to  the  spi- 
ral fibre,  projecting  in  many  instances  from  its  surface,  and  con- 
tain in  their  interior  nuclei,  which  present  a  slight  hyaUne  tint. 
At  the  points  where  they  occur  the  spiral  fibre  is  uninterrupted. 
The  smaller  spots  are  very  minute  and  dark,  and  placed  between 
the  coils  of  fibre,  appear  like  simple  nuclei,  around  which  a  cell 
had  not  yet  been  developed.  This  structure,  upon  the  real  na- 
ture and  use  of  which  it  is  very  difficult  to  decide,  proves,  at  all 
events,  that  these  spots  are  not  partial  dilatations  of  the  air-tube, 
as  has  been  believed  by  some  writers. 

The  spiracles  are  narrow  elongated  slits,  dividing  the  bottom  of 
the  tegumentary  fold  between  the  posterior  pair  of  coxse  and  the 
abdomen.  Their  posterior  mar^n  is  inverted  to  form  a  triangular, 
obtuse,  deflexed  and  homy  plate  (/?),  projecting  into  the  abdo- 
minal cavity  at  a  point  corresponding  with  the  origin  of  the  se- 
cond and  third  abdominal  trachese.  It  is  unprovided  with  muscles, 
but  is  freely  moveable  to  and  fro  upon  the  thinner  integument 
that  supports  it,  so  that  it  may  be  regarded  as  a  kind  of  passive 
valve,  serving  upon  the  one  hand  to  strengthen  the  weakest  side 
of  the  spiracular  orifice ;  on  the  other,  to  yield  downwards,  so  as 
to  admit  of  the  full  dilation  of  the  trachea,  and  again  return  when 
the  quantity  of  air  admitted  into  the  latter  is  diminished.  It 
may  also  serve  to  prevent  compression  of  the  air-tube  during  the 
movements  of  the  posterior  coxse,  and  when  the  body  is  greatly 
distended  with  ova  in  the  female.    The  outer  margin  of  this  plate 
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U  the  longest^  and  the  ends  of  the  slit  proloi^ed  into  alight 
grooves. 

That  direct  relation  which  exists  between  the  developm^it  of 
the  respiratory  functions  and  the  activity  <^  an  animal  may  be 
well  illustrated  in  the  case  of  the  harvest-spider  now  before  os. 
*^  These  long  leavers/^  observes  one  of  our  old  philosc^hers*^  "  as 
I  may  so  call  them^  of  the  legs^  having  not  the  advantage  of  a 
long  end  on  the  other  side  of  the  kypmnochUon  or  centers  on  which 
the  parts  of  the  leggs  move,  must  necessarily  require  a  vast  strength 
to  move  them,  and  keep  the  body  ballanc^d  and  suspaided,  in  so 
much,  that  if  we  should  suppose  a  man's  body  suspended  by  such 
a  contrivance,  an  hundred  and  fifty  times  the  strength  of  a  man 
would  not  keep  the  body  fitmi  fallmg  on  the  breast/'  Hence  is 
understood  the  reason  for  the  large  size  and  dilated  character  of 
the  tracheal  vessels,  their  principal  distribution  within  the  cephafe- 
thorax,  whereunto  the  locomotive  organs  and  their  powerful  mus- 
cles are  attached,  while  two  or  three  tubes  alone  supply  with  air 
the  abdomen,  in  the  imperfectly  constructed  segments  of  which, 
little,  if  any,  mobility  can  exist.  In  this  latter  respect  insects 
offer  indeed  a  striking  contrast  to  the  Phalangia. 

In  concluding  these  details  relative  to  the  anatomy  of  the  PA«- 
lanffia,  it  might  be  expected  that  I  should  offer  some  remarks 
upon  the  rank  and  position  which  they  hold  among  other  groups 
of  the  Arachnida ;  but  to  do  so  would,  I  conceive,  be  to  venture 
upon  deductions,  to  which  in  the  present  imperfect  state  of  our 
Imowledge  upon  the  structure  of  these  animals  in  general,  and 
more  especially  of  the  Trachearia,  the  naturalist  is  scarcely  ca- 
pable of  arriving.  For  what,  it  may  be  asked,  is  as  yet  known, 
or  at  least,  definitively,  of  the  conditions  of  the  internal  organs  in 
GaleodeSy  Chelifer,  Pycnogonum,  and  the  numerous  tribe  oiAcari  ? 
Such  considerations,  while  they  suggest  to  others  very  interesting 
points  of  inquiry,  will  obviously  constrain  me  for  the  present  to 
the  enunciation  of  facts  alone. 

EXPLANATION  OF  PLATE  V. 

Fig,  26.  Female  generative  organs  seen  from  below,  the  natural  relation  of 
the  parts  having  been  slightly  disturbed;  or,  the  extremity  of  the 
ovipositor  projecting  from  its  true  sheath  of  a  black  colour,  and 
which  is  surrounded  by  the  muscular  sheath  mt ;  ng,  ng,  abdo- 
minal nervous  ganglia ;  /•  fatty  mass  or  liver ;  3,  4,  coxae  of  pos- 
terior pairs  of  le£s ;  D,  appendages  to  second  coxal  joints. 

i^.  27.  The  ovarium  and  ovisac  from  above,  the  latter  greatly  distended 
with  ova ;  o  v,  the  oviduct ;  o\  detached  ova  surrounded  by  their 
vitelline  capsules. 

Fig,  28.  The  ovipositor  detached  from  its  sheath ;  twenty  only  of  the  annuli 

*  Hooke's  Micrographia,  1665,  obs.  47,  of  the  Shepherd-Spider. 
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are  repreaentod ;  m\  lining  metnbraDe  bearing  impresaiont  of  the 
rings. 

I^,  29.  A  more  highly  magnified  view  of  the  extremity  of  the  oyipositor ; 
a,  the  rings. 

Fig,  30.  A  female  P.  OpiUo^  Trith  the  oyipositor  and  its  sheath  extruded 
from  the  abdominal  cavity. 

Fig.  31.  The  nervous  system  dissected  out  and  detached  from  the  body.  At 
the  point  where  the  branches  from  the  abdominal  ganglia  commu- 
nicate, the  nervous  fibre  is  observed  to  be  thickened. 

Fig.  32.  Muscles  of  the  middle  conjoined  pair  of  eyes. 

F^,  33.  Respiratory  system — the  integument  has  been  removed  from  the 
dorsal  aspect  to  expose  the  trachese ;  m  s,  muscular  sheath  of  ovi- 
positor, part  of  which  is  torn  away  to  expose  the  true  sheath  be- 
neath it ;  ag^  ag\  nervous  ganglia ;  r  m,  retractor  muscles  ;  o  v^  ovi- 
duct; c A,  basal  joints  of  chelicerae;  mp^  maxillary  palpi ;  1,  2,3, 
4,  coxal  joints.  The  transverse  part  (t)  of  the  thoracic  ganglion 
and  the  cephalic,  giving  off  the  optic  nerve,  o  n,  are  also  seen  in 
their  relations  to  the  tracheal  trunks  on  the  left  side  of  the  figure ; 
the  second  and  third  abdominal  tracheae  have  been  broken  ofi^ 
leaving  openings  in  the  main  tubes  corresponding  with  their  points 
of  origin. 


XLI.— JVb/ictf  of  a  new  species  of  Seal  (Stenorhynchus  serridens) . 
By  Prof.  OwBN,  F.R.S. 

In  the  small  and  very  peculiar  group  of  Seals  characterized  by 
the  subcompressed  and  deep-cleft  crowns  of  the  molar  teeth  and 
by  the  diminutive  claws,  two  species  only  have  been  recorded. 
TTie  one  (Phoca  leptonyx,  Blainville)  is  the  type  of  the  genus 
Stenorhynchus,  F.  Cuv. ;  the  other,  the  sea-leopard  of  Weddell  {Ste^ 
norhynckus  fFeddellii,  Lesson,  ^Manuel  de  Mmnmalogie,^  12mo, 
1827,  p.  200),  has  been  described  by  Drs.  Jamieson  and  Hamilton 
(Naturalist^s  Library,  ^Marine  Amphibia^),  and  distinguished 
from  the  Stenorhynchus  leptonyx,  F.  Cuv.,  by  the  more  obtuse 
tricuspid  molars  and  the  absence  (?)  of  claws  on  the  hind-fins,  as 
well  as  by  the  spotted  hide. 

The  skeleton  of  a  seal  ^'  from  a  high  latitude  in  the  Australian 
seas,^^  transmitted  to  the  College  of  Surgeons  b^  Dr.  M^Cormick, 
surgeon  to  H.M.S.  Terror,  shows  a  modification  of  the  molar 
teeth,  which  would  give  it  a  better  claim  to  subgeneric  distinc- 
tion than  the  Sten.  Weddellii  has  been  supposed  to  possess^i^.  The 
three  anterior  molars  on  each  side  of  both  jaws  are  four-lobed, 
two  smaller  lobes  being  situated  behind  the  principal  lobe  and 
one  in  front  of  it ;  the  remaining  molars — ^two  on  each  side  of 
both  jaws — are  five-lobed,  the  principal  lobe  having  one  smaller 
lobe  m  front  and  three  behind  it.  The  lobes  are  separated  by 
nearly  as  deep  notches  as  in  the  Stenorhynchus  leptonyx,  but  their 
summits  are  obtuse. 

*  The  .S^fi.  Weddellii  is  the  type  of  the  tubgenas  Leptongx  of  Mr.  Orayi 
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The  skin  having  been  left  upon  the  toes  of  the  hind^fins, 
showed  the  presence  of  a  very  small  daw  on  each  of  the  five 
digits. 

I  do  not  consider  the  modifications  of  the  compressed  and 
deep-cleft  molars  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  new  generic  name  into  the  group  of  amphibious  or  pin- 
nigrade  Camivora,  which  has  already  been  overburthened.  The 
new  species  of  Stenorhi/nckus,  combining  a  small  head  and  mode- 
rately elongated  muzzle^  with  the  peciiliarly  diminutive  claws  of 
the  genus^  renders  requisite,  however,  a  slight  modification  of  the 
generic  character. 

Genus  Stenobhynchus. 
Dental  formula :— inc.  1=2 ;  Ian.  i=l ;  mol.  |=?  =  32. 

Molars  subcompressed,  deeply  notched  into  three  or  more  lobes ;  an- 
terior molars  with  one  root,  the  rest  with  two  roots*. 
Head  small ;  muzzle  more  or  less  elongated. 
Claws  diminutive. 

Sp.  1.  Stenorhynchus  leptonyx,  F.  Cuv.  Molars  trilobate,  lobes 
acute  ;  muzzle  slender  and  elongated. 

Sp.  2.  Stenorhynchus  Weddellii,  Lesson.  Molars  trilobate,  lobes  ob- 
tuse ;  muzzle  broad  and  less  elongated. 

Sp.  3.  Stenorhynchus  serridens,  mihi.  Molars,  three  anterior  ones 
4-lobate,  two  posterior  ones  5-lobate  in  both  jaws,  lobes  obtuse ; 
muzzle  moderately  long  and  slender. 

All  the  species  are  limited  to  the  Southern  Ocean. 


XLII. — On  the  Species  of  the  Genus  Limax  occurring  in  Ireland, 
By  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Clarke^  Mem.  of  the  Dub.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc. 

[With  three  Plates.] 

During  the  summer  of  the  year  1840 1  supplied  Wm.  Thompson, 
Esq.,  of  Belfast,  with  a  list  of  the  species  oi  Limax  which  occurred 
to  me  in  the  Queen^s  county,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  them 
into  his  '  Catalogue  of  Irish  Land  and  Freshwater  MoUusca,'  pub- 
lished in  the  thuty-sixth  Number  of  the  '  Annals  and  Magazine 
of  Natural  History,^  and  where  it  appeared  as  an  appendix  to  his 
paper.  From  the  limited  time  allowed  me  previous  to  the  pub- 
lication, I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  satisfying  myself  as  to  the 
identity  of  two  species  there  introduced  in  a  doubtfiil  manner, 
and  which  I  believed  differed  materially  from  any  species  hitherto 
described  as  British, 

•  The  translator  of  Cuvier'a  '  lUgne  Animal,'  Orr'a  ed.  1  vol.  8vo,  1840, 
adds,  erroneously,  to  the  generic  character  of  Stenorhynchus  in  the  text  of 
the  author,  «  (bnt  with  single  roote),*'  p.  98. 
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Having  since  that  period  had  abundant  opportunities  of  veri- 
fying my  former  observations^  and  being  fortified  by  the  opinion 
o£  naturalists  who  are  more  experienced  in  detecting  specific  di- 
stinctions^ I  venture  now  with  every  confidence  to  bring  them 
forward  as  new  to  the  British  catalogue.  My  object  in  once  again 
noticing  the  other  British  species^  already  known  and  described^ 
is  in  order  to  introduce  the  new  additions  in  their  proper  places^ 
axid  thus  afford  a  greater  facility  for  determining  the  value  of 
their  specific  distinctions  by  comparison. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  include  the  genus  Arum  in  the  pre- 
sent communication^  as  I  feel  that  there  are  many  points^  con- 
nected with  the  two  species*  already  described  as  British^  which 
-would  require  much  more  attention  than  I  have  as  yet  been  en- 
abled to  bestow  upon  them. 

In  the  following  catalogue  I  have  adopted  the  divisional  or 
sectional  arrangement  made  use  of  by  Mr.  Gray  in  his  edition  of 
'  Turton's  Manual/  but  with  considerable  modifications^  rendered 
necessary  in  order  to  include  the  two  new  Irish  species. 

Order  PNEUMONOBRANCHIATA. 

Fam.  Helicida. 

Genus  Limax. 

End  of  tail  tapering  and  destitute  of  any  gland;  the  pulmo- 
nary cavity  in  front  of  the  body,  respiratory  hole  toward  the 
hinder  part  of  its  edge  or  behind  the  middle ;  mantle  shield-like, 
entirely  inclosing  the  shell,  which  is  flat,  oval  or  oblong,  without 
any  visible  spire.  Infra-oesophageal  ganglion  having  two  fissures 
on  the  under  side,  presenting  on  each  side  of  the  medial  line  three 
'  gangliform  eminences. 

*  Mantle  produced  behind,  marked  with  concentric  stria;  tail  partially 
keeled;  shell  flat. 

1.  Limax  maximus,  Linn.    (PI.  X.  fig.  1,  2.) 
L.  maculatus.  Leach, 
L.  cinereus,  MUller. 
L.  antiquorum,  F4russac, 

'*  L,  Cinereus,  maculatus  et  immaculatus,  clypeo  brevi,  corpore  stri- 
ate aut  rugoso,  apertura  laterali  subpostica." — Drapamaud, 

This  well-known  species  appears  to  be  universally  distributed 
over  Ireland.  The  varieties  as  they  occur  in  Ireland  are  as  fol- 
lows : — 

V^'  S*  F^    }  "  ^"^^^"*  immaculatus."     Co.  Galway,  B.  J.  C. 
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Var.  )S.  Drap.    \  "  Cinereas,  clypeo  donoq.  macwlis  nigrifl.*'       Oo. 
Var.  (.  F6ru8.    J      Cot^,  R.  Ball,  Esq. 

Var.  y.  Drap.    1  "  Clypeo  maculis,  dono  fasciis  nigris."     Qis^^m's 
Var.  V.  F6ru8.  /      co.  and  co,  Galway,  Sfc„  B.J.  C.  PL  X.  fig.  1  - 
Var.  Nilsson's  >  \  "  Niger,  albam  carinam."  Co.  Cork,  R.  Ball,  S^q. ; 
Cinereo-niger.  /      QM?e»>  co.,  B.  J.  C.  H.  X.  fig.  2. 

This  latter  variety,  of  which  I  have  given  a  figure  (PI.  X.  fig.  2.), 
is  very  remarkable.  The  middle  band  of  the  foot  and  the  dorsal 
keel  are  white,  the  rest  of  the  animal  shining  black,  with  a  feir 
occasional  Ughter  blotches. 

The  variety  which  is  of  most  usual  occurrence  in  Ireland  is 
that  of  var.  v,  F^russac.    (PL  X.  fig.  1.) 

The  internal  shell  (PL  X.  fig.  a.)  is  well  described  by  Dr. 
Turton. 

2.  Limas  arhoreus  ?  M.  Bouchard  Cbantreux,  Cat.  des  Moll,  terres.  et 
fluv.  du  Pas  de  Calais. 

L.  glaucus,  mihi.     (PL  XL  figs.  4  to  10.) 
L.   Albus  flavescens,   glauco  variegatus,  clypeo  dorsoque  duabos 

fasciis  nigricantibus,  tentaculis  obsouris.— ^C/arA;e. 

Hab.  On  trees  which  are  covered  with  moss,  particularly  ash  and 
beech. 

This  species  I  at  first  dubiously  referred  to  the  lAmax  flavescens 
of  F^russac  in  my  former  communication  to  Mr.  Thompson  (see 
'  Annals  and  Mag.  of  Nat.  Hist.^  vol.  vL  p.  204),  previous  to  my 
seeing  M.  Bouchard^s  memoir.  I  there  remarked  that  this  Linuuc, 
of  whose  identity  I  was  then  doubtful,  ''  might  perhaps  be  referred 
to  L.  arbareus,  on  account  of  its  possessing  certain  characters 
and  habits,  differing  from  what  is  contained  in  any  description  of 
L.  variegatus  or  its  varieties ;  I  consequently  compared  my  spe- 
cimens carefully  with  M.  Bouchard's  meiQoir — an  opportunity  of 
doing  which  was  afforded  me  through  the  kindness  of  Messrs. 
(Jray  and  Thompson — and  I  was  much  gratified  to  find  a  perfect 
agreement  in  the  sroecific  characters  as  well  as  in  the  peculiar 
habits  of  the  animal.''  Subsequent  observation  has  not  altered 
my  opinion  as  to  its  identity  with  this  species,  but  not  having 
seen  either  a  drawing  or  specimen,  I  am  still  under  the  necesailj 
of  referring  it  to  Umax  arboreus  with  a  mark  of  doubt  attached. 
Should  the  species  be  found  eventually  to  be  distinct  from  L.  ar^ 
boreus  of  Bouchard,  I  have  suggested  the  name  of  Limax  glau- 
cus  as  descriptive  of  its  very  peculiar  hue. 

I  shall  now  give  a  more  detailed  description  of  the  species. 

Animal  of  a  gelatinous  translucency ;  colour  smooth,  blmsh 
gray  {"  bleu  glauque'^)  or  neutral  tint  colour.  Back  marked  with 
a  wnitish  band,  which  commences  immediately  behind  the  shield, 
where  it  is  broadest,  and  gradually  diminishes  in  width  until  it 
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xneete  in  a  point  at  the  extremity  of  the  tail^  which  is  sensibly 
keeled.  This  light  dorsal  band  is  bounded  on  either  side  by  a 
dark  gray  coloured  fascia^  often  irregular  and  interrupted^  be- 
neath which  the  sides  are  variously  mottled  or  marbled  with  dark 
^ray^  marked  more  or  less  with  Uttle  pale  oval  spots^  which  some- 
-times  separate  off  another  but  very  irregular  fascia.  This  latter 
character  is  not  however  often  apparent.  The  lower  part  of  the 
sides  pale  whitish  or  yellowish. 

The  mantle  is  roimded  anteriorly,  and  tapers  off  to  a  blunt 

point  posteriorly;  it  is  finely  and  concentrically  striated,  and 

marked  on  either  side  with  a  narrow  dark-coloured  fascia,  which 

is  broadest,  and  usually  darkest,  immediately  over  the  pulmonary 

orifice,  and  narrows  off  towards  the  head ;  each  fascia  is  again 

narrowly  margined  with  pale  yellowish  or  whitish,  the  intervening 

spaces  (m  the  back  and  sides  irregularly  mottled  and  marbled 

with  the  same  dark  colour  as  the  fascise.     ITie  ptdnumary  orifice 

is  situated  toward  the  hinder  extremity  of  the  mantle,  small, 

round,  and  arched  over  by  the  dark  lateral  fascia,  which  passes  in 

a  circular  form  above  it. 

The  head  and  tentacles  are  grayish  with  a  sUght  vinous  tinge ; 
on  each  side  of  the  former  the  blue  retractile  nerve  is  seen  through 
the  translucent  medium  of  the  neck.  The  upper  tentacles  are  long 
in  proportion  to  the  lower  ones.  The  sole  of  the  foot  is  whitish, 
the  central  band  somewhat  narrower  than  the  side  ones,  and  re- 
markably translucent. 

The  internal  shell  (PI.  X.  fig.  i.)  is  of  an  oval  form,  thin  and 
slightly  concave,  marked  with  circular  lines  as  in  lAmaceUa  parma. 
When  just  removed  from  the  animal  they  are  translucent,  of  a 
membranaceous  consistency,  but  on  exposure  to  the  air  become  of 
a  more  opake  white  with  a  silvery  lustre  above.  The  marginal 
membrane  is  well-defined,  and  being  broadest  towards  the  anterior 
portion,  gives  to  that  part  of  the  ^ell  an  i^pearance  of  greater 
width,  and  is  narrowed  off  towards  the  apophysis  of  adhesion. 

The  young  (PL  XI.  figs.  9,  10.)  are  vinous-coloured;  the 
&acise  in  general  are  more  decidedly  marked  and  better  defined 
than  in  the  adults. 

This  Limax  is  subject  to  much  varietv  in  the  markings,  both 
as  to  quantity  and  intensity,  but  scarcely  ever  varies  in  colour ; 
sometimes  the  light  dorsal  band  is  obliterated  and  the  body  is  of 
a  imifonn  blue-gray  colour,  sparingly  and  irregularly  marked 
with  streaks  of  a  darker  gray.  Not  unfrequently  the  animal  is  of 
a  imiform  glaucous  colour  without  any  markings,  the  situation  of 
the  light  dorsal  band  being  marked  out  by  a  few  scattered,  oval^ 
whitish  spots. 

I  shall  now  point  out  a  few  of  the  diagnostic  characters  fay 
whieh  it  is  distinguishable  from  all  other  British  species  of  Lr- 
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max.  It  agrees  with  Limax  cinereus  in  having  the  hinder  ex- 
tremity of  the  mantle  produced,  but  in  almost  every  other  respect 
it  will  be  found  to  differ  materially.  First,  it  is  much  smaller 
in  size,  never  attaining  that  of  full-grown  specimens  of  L,  max- 
imus.  Secondly,  in  colour  it  likewise  differs,  possessing  the  pecu- 
liar smooth  blue  glaucous  colour  and  gelatine  translucency  which 
in  all  its  stages  and  varieties  serve  to  point  it  out.  By  the 
markings  on  the  mantle  it  is  also  easily  distinguishable  from  L. 
maximus,  as  the  two  fascise  are  almost  always  more  or  less  appa- 
rent, and  which  I  have  never  seen  in  any  of  the  varieties  of  L. 
maximus.  Thirdly,  the  keel  is  much  shorter,  and  does  not  exhibit 
that  crenated  edge  which  is  so  conspicuous  in  L,  maximus. 

To  Limax  ftavus  it  more  nearly  approaches  in  size  and  general 
contour,  but  is  somewhat  smaller  and  of  a  more  slender  form ;  it 
may  be  however  at  once  distinguished  by  the  form  of  the  termi- 
nation of  the  mantle,  which,  instead  of  being  rounded,  as  in  L. 
flavus,  is  produced  and  tapers  off  to  a  blunt  point :  this  feature 
is  more  apparent  when  the  animal  crawls  than  when  it  is  at  rest. 
In  colour  and  markings  it  is  so  widely  distinct  that  I  need  hardly 
notice  them ;  the  presence  of  fascise  and  its  own  peculiar  glaucous 
tint  will  generally  serve  to  distinguish  it ;  and  however  nearly  it 
may  approach  to  any  of  the  varieties  of  Limax  maximus  or  L.  fla- 
vus in  the  markings  of  the  body,  there  will  always  remain,  even  in 
the  palest  specimens,  sufficient  traces  of  the  fasciae  on  the  mantle 
to  mark  the  species. 

The  mucus  of  L.  arboreus  is  colourless,  whereas  that  of  L.  fla- 
vus is  yellow  when  thrown  into  hot  water. 

M.  Bouchard^s  description  of  the  habits  of  this  Limax — should 
it  prove  to  be  identical  with  his — ^agrees  in  a  great  measure  with 
my  own  observations.  He  observes : — "  They  hve  on  trees,  but 
prefer  those  which  are  old,  covered  with  moss,  and  of  which  part 
of  the  wood  is  rotten ;  when  the  weather  is  cloudy  or  rainy,  they 
are  seen  crawUng  upon  the  trunks  or  branches.^^  When  seen  in 
this  position  against  the  Ught,  they  present  a  very  interesting  and 
curious  appearance  on  account  of  their  great  translucency,  which 
permits  their  internal  organization  to  be  indistinctly  traced. 
'^  The  mucus  of  this  slug  is  colourless  and  very  abimdant ;  the 
animal  possesses  the  remarkable  property  of  emitting  a  clear  cold 
liquid  like  the  purest  water  when  touched."  I  find  this  is  only 
to  be  observed  when  the  animal  is  first  taken  in  the  hand  from 
off  the  tree,  and  loses  the  power  of  repeating  it  when  kept  in  con- 
finement. I  have  attentively  watched  this  phsenomenon,  and 
have  observed  that  the  Uquid  is  given  off  from  the  hinder  part 
of  the  shield.  '^  They  feed  themselves  with  the  detritus  of  the 
decayed  wood  and  do  not  touch  the  leaves,  at  least  of  those  trees 
which  I  have  carefully  examined,  and  never  found  a  leaf  eithw 
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cut  or  eaten^  and  on  which  trees  they  were  very  common/*  My 
own  observations  would  lead  me  to  dissent  from  the  conclusion 
here  come  to  by  M.  Bouchard^  as  I  have  frequently  observed 
them  on  young  and  healthy  beech  trees  which  did  not  exhibit  the 
least  appearance  of  decay,  and  where  they  concealed  themselves 
during  the  daytime  in  those  natural  crevices  peculiar  to  the  bark 
of  the  beech.  I  have  observed  them  also  in  moist  weather  as- 
cending to,  or  descending  from  the  top  branches,  to  which  the 
foliage  was  confined,  lliough  found  imder  the  moss  on  the 
trunks  of  trees,  their  being  there  is  only,  as  I  conceive,  for  the 
purpose  of  concealment,  not  for  that  of  procuring  food. 

^'  This  slug,"  continues  M.  Bouchard,  "  multiplies  very  slowly ; 
it  lays  twenty  or  thirty  eggs  imder  the  bark,  or  in  the  holes  of 
old  trees,  between  the  months  of  September  and  December;  their 
eggs  are  isolated,  oval,  rounded  at  the  extremity,  and  hatched  to- 
ward the  twenty-fifth  day  from  their  being  laid.  The  yoimg  are 
full-grown  toward  the  end  of  the  first  year ;  they  are  then  from 

9  to  10  centimetres*  in  length,  10  millimetres t  in  height,  8  to 

10  millimetres  in  breadth,  and  their  foot  from  5  to  6  millimetres 
in  width.'' 

I  have  seldom  found  this  slug  elsewhere  than  on  trees,  or 
where  there  was  no  moss  on  the  stems,  under  stones  lying  near 
the  roots ;  a  singular  exception  to  this,  their  general  habit,  oc- 
curred to  me  during  the  present  summer  in  Connemara,  where, 
in  an  old  ruinous  chapel  near  Renvyle,  far  apart  from  any  tree, 
I  found  this  slug  crawling  about  among  the  tombstones  within 
the  walls  in  considerable  numbers. 

This  species  is  by  no  means  uncommon  in  Ireland,  and  appears 
to  be,  as  far  as  mv  observations  extend,  widely  distributed  over 
the  island.  1  feel  confident  that  when  the  attention  of  natural- 
ists is  once  drawn  to  the  species,  it  will  be  found  generally 
throughout  the  wooded  parts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Mr.  Thompson  of  Belfast  informs  me,  on  sending  him  living 
specimens,  that  it  has  occurred  to  him  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
and  he  has  seen  it  in  numbers  on  the  stems  of  trees  after  rain, 
but  has  hitherto  looked  upon  it  as  a  variety  of  L,  flatus. 

Mr.  Alder  of  Newcastle,  to  whom  I  sent  a  drawing  of  the  ani- 
mal, observes  in  reply,  that  "  he  thinks  he  has  observed  a  slug 
very  like  it  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  and  which  he  took  for 
a  variety  of  L,  cinereus" 

The  locaUties  in  which  I  have  met  with  it  are  as  follows : — 
Queen^s  county,  Spire  Hill  Wood  and  Emo  Park : — Co.  Galway, 
Monivea  "Wood,  woods  near  Dunmore,  Tuam  Palace  demesne, 
at  Renvyle  in  the  ruins  of  a  chapel.     The  Dunmore  specimens 


*  =  0-393  inch.  t  =  0-039  inch. 
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were  subject  to  more  variety  in  their  markings  than  I  have  else- 
where seen  them. 

*  *  Mantle  rounded  behind,  marked  with  concentric  stria ;  end  of  tfdl 

keeled;  shell  flat, 

1.  LimaxflavuSt  Drapamaud.    (PI.  XI.  figs.  11,  12.) 
L.  variegatus,  F6iissac. 

L.  "  Lutescens,  fusco  maculatus,  tentaculis  caeruleis." — Drt^. 

Hab,  Cellars  and  damp  ground-floors ;  sometimes*  but  rarely,  on 
trees. 

This  species  maybe  easily  distinguished  by  its  aeure-blue  ten- 
tacles^ the  mantle  being  always  mottled  with  yellow,  the  body 
more  or  less  covered  with  little  oval  yellowish  spots,  and  the  sides 
pale  yellowish.  The  yellow  spots  vary  considerably  in  different 
individuals,  but  the  figures  which  I  have  given  represent  the 
usual  forms  which  have  occurred  to  me  in  Ireland.  I  have  occa- 
sionally observed  this  slug  in  the  hollows  of  old  trees,  upon  the 
leaves  of  which  it  feeds.  This  species  is  not  uncommon  in  Ire- 
land, although  nowhere  plentiful.  It  is  no  doubt  the  slug  which 
Miss  Ball  alludes  to  as  finding  its  way  into  pantries  and  eating 
holes  in  bread.  I  have  supplied  them  with  bread  when  kept  in 
confinement,  and  they  eat  it  voraciously. 

*  *  *  Mantle  truncated  behind,  marked  with  concerUric  stria;  end  of 

tail  keeled;  shell  flat. 

1.  Limax  agrestis,  Linn.    (H.  XII.  f.  13.) 
L.  filans  (young).  Hoy, 
limacellus  obliquus  (shell),  Turton.    (PI.  X.  fig.(2.) 

L,   *'  Albidus  maculatus  et  immaculatas*  corpore  subrugoao,  aper- 
tura  laterali  postica." — Drtqf. 

Var,  a.  "  Albidus,  immaculatus." — Drap, 
Var.  /3.  "  Albidus,  atomis  nigris  sparsis."- — Dnqf» 
Var.  y.  "  Albidus,  clypeo  flavescenti." — Drap, 
Hab,  Fields  and  gardens  :  common. 

Of  this  abimdant  little  species  I  have  noticed  all  the  varieties 
described  by  Drapamaud.  There  is  a  curious  dark  variety  which 
has  occurred  to  me  not  unfrequently ;  it  is  of  a  uniform  dark  pur- 
plish or  slate  colour,  usually  found  in  company  with  the  other 
varieties. 

****  Mantle  truncated  behind,  granulated  or  shagreened;  entirs 
length  of  back  keeled  from  the  shield  or  mantle;  shell  convex. 

1.  Limax  Sowerbn  (PL  XII.  figs.  14,  15.).  F6rus.  Hist.  MoU.  t.  8D. 
f.  7  ;  Alder,  Mag.  Zool.  and  Bot.  ii.  105. 
Limax  carinatus.  Alder,  Mag.  Zool.  and  Bot.  ii.  105  ;  Leach,  Moll. 
73.  t.  8.  f.  1;  Gray,  Turt.  Man.  ed.  p.  116. 
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L.  "  Latescens  fuaoo-tesseratus^  capite  granuloso,  sulco  maiginali, 
capna  dorsali  succinea,  valde  notata  lateribus  pallidis." — FSrussac. 
Hah.  Circular  Road  near  Phoenix  Park,  co.  Dublin,  R.  Ball,  Esq. 

Specimens  of  this  Limax  have  been  obligingly  forwarded  to  mc 
by  Mr.  Ball  of  Dublin^  as  taken  by  him  on  the  Circular  Road  in 
ditches.  They  agree  well  with  F^russac^s  description  and  figures^ 
and  also  with  the  diagnostic  characters  as  given  by  Mr.  Gray  in 
his  edition  of  Turton's  '  Manual.'  *^  Keeled  slug,  yellowish  tes- 
sellated with  brown ;  head  and  tentacles  black ;  mantle  granulous 
and  with  a  furrow  near  its  margin,  the  ridge  or  keel  of  the  back 
very  obvious  and  of  an  amber  colour ;  the  sides  pale ;  sheU  (PL  X. 
fig.  e,)  oval,  often  thickened,  and  very  convex  beneath.^' 

This  species  is  doubtless  the  L.  carinatus  of  Leach.  Mr.  Alder 
has  separated  it  from  the  L.  Sowerbii  of  Fdrussac  in  his  catalogue, 
but  he  informs  me  he  did  so  "  merely  because  they  were  ahready 
recorded  species  which  he  had  not  an  opportunity  of  invesdga- 
ting.'^  Mr.  Alder  has  Idndlv  favoured  me  with  the  examination 
of  a  shell  of  the  only  keeled  slug  which  has  occurred  to  him  as 
found  near  Bristol^  and  which  I  consider  to  have  belonged  to  a 
young  individual  of  L*  Sowerbii. 

2.  lAmas  Gagaies,  Drap.  t.  9.  figs.  1,  2. 
Limax  Gagates,  F&us.  Hist.  MoU.  pp.  75  &  76.  t.  6.  figs.  1, 2. 

Limax.  "Niger  nitidus,  corpore  striato  subrugoso,  dorso  carinato." 

— JDrap. 
Var.  /3.  F^mssac.   "  Plumbeus  vel  griseo-niger."— PL  XIL  figs.  16, 

17,  21. 
Var.  y.  Clarke.  Fuscus,  lateribus  pallidis.— PI.  XII.  figs.  18, 19,  20. 

Hab.  Fields,  gardens  and  meadows,  Ireland. 

I  feel  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  record  the  occurrence  in 
Ireland  of  this  interesting  mollusk,  which  has  hitherto  been  un- 
known as  a  British  species. 

The  Lish  specimens  are  mostly  referable  to  var.  13.  F6russac. 
Animal  of  a  fine  deep  blue-black  or  lead  colour;  sides  pale  gray^ 
ish ;  tentacles  dark  gray ;  sole  of  the  foot  whitish. 

The  variety  y.  is  not  imfrequently  found  with  the  above;  they 
are  yellowish  brown  clouded  with  gray,  the  keel  often  narrowly 
margined  with  yellow,  and  the  sides  of  the  mantle  yellowish. 

Within  the  present  month  (September)  I  have  taken  specimens 
at  Tourmakady  Lodge,  on  the  borders  of  Lougb  MasK,  whicb 
approach  closer  to  I)rapamaud's  description  than  any  I  have 
hitherto  observed ;  they  were  of  a  deep  black  colour,  the  sides 
paler,  and  exhibiting  that  greenish  tinge  of  which  the  latter  au- 
thor makes  mention. 

The  mantle  of  this  species  is  truncated  behind,  granulated  or 
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shagreened^  marked  with  an  elevated  ridge  whicK  circumacribes 
it  and  meets  in  a  point  over  the  pulmonary  orifice,  causing  the 
upper  part  of  the^mantle  to  appear  more  prominent  than  the 
sides. 

The  back  is  sharply  keeled  in  its  entire  length  from  the  mantl^ 
the  keel  projecting  above  the  mantle  when  the  animal  is  at  rest 
and  forming  a  crenated  ridge.  The  longitudinal  sulci  or  mark- 
ings of  the  skin  well-defined  and  divergent  toward  the  tail ;  the 
transverse  sulci  inconspicuous:  the  intervening  spaces, being  finely 
granulated  and  not  very  apparent  to  the  ni^ed  eye,  give  to  the 
animal  that  smooth,  shining  appearance,  which,  coupled  with  ita 
deep  colour,  has  suggested  the  name  of  ^'Jayet/^  A  double 
marginal  furrow  runs  round  the  edge  of  the  foot,  which  is  very 
conspicuous  when  in  a  state  of  contraction.  The  central  band  of 
the  foot  is  broader  than  the  side  ones. 

The  internal  shell  (PL  X.  fig.  /.)  is  small,  of  an  elongated  form, 
oval,  thick,  and  irregularly  convex  beneath,  with  a  crystalline  ap- 
pearance. In  some  of  the  varieties  the  shell  is  often  flat  beneath 
and  on  the  top  presents  a  double  appearance,  or  as  if  a  smaller- 
sized  shell  were  placed  on  the  top  and  centre  of  a  larger,  leaving 
a  broad  marginal  zone,  which  is  often  rufous  coloured  toward  the 
apex  (PL  X.  fig.  g,).  In  some  specimens  the  crystalline  struc- 
ture of  the  convex  side  assumes  the  appearance  of  the  facets  of 
ciystals. 

In  the  Queen^s  county,  where  I  first  observed  this  species,  var. 
7.  is  of  by  far  the  most  common  occurrence,  which  led  me  at  first 
to  beheve  them  not  to  be  identical  with  L.  Gagates  of  Drapar- 
naud,  and  consequently  when  I  first  noticed  it  under  the  name 
of  "L.  carinatus"  (Ann.  and  Mag.  of  Nat.  Hist.  No.  36.  p.  205), 
I  was  imable  to  speak  with  any  degree  of  confidence  as  to  the  spe- 
cies. However,  I  have  since  obtained,  abundantly,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Tuam  and  also  near  Lough  Mask,  the  specimens 
from  which  the  present  description  and  some  of  the  figures 
(figs.  16  and  17.)  are  taken,  which  so  well  agree  with  Drapar- 
naud^s  and  Ferussac's  diagnostic  characters.  And  I  have  the 
further  satisfaction  of  being  fortified  in  my  opinion  by  that  of 
Mr.  Thompson,  to  whom  I  sent  specimens  for  examination,  who, 
with  his  usual  discrimination  and  caution,  has  pronounced  them 
to  be  identical  with  L,  Gagates  of  Drapamaud.  Ferussac,  in  de- 
scribing his  var.  fi,  "Plumbeus  vel  griseo-niger,"  remarks :  "Nous 
avons  observe  que  la  vari^t^  qui  nous  a  6te  envoyfe  le  24  Avril 
de  la  Rochelle  par  M.  D'Orbigny,  et  qui  h  la  couleur  pres  nous 
a  offert  tons  les  caract^s  du  L,  Gagates  de  Drapamaud,  ce  qui 
nous  porte  k  la  considerer  comme  une  simple  vari^te  de  cette 
espfece.'* 

This  Lima^  is  found  rather  abundantly  in  gardens  around 
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Tuam^  where  it  firequents  the  thickest  herbage  and  tufted  plants. 
It  proved  very  destructive  this  year,  along  with  L,  agrestis  and 
Arion  hortensis,  to  crops  of  young  garden  plants,  especially 
onions,  but  it  is  by  no  means  so  plentiful  a  species  as  the  two 
last  named. 

In  conclusion  I  shall  point  out  a  few  of  the  more  striking  pe- 
culiarities by  which  it  may  be  distinguished  from  Limax  Sowerbii, 
the  only  British  species  which  will  bear  comparison  with  it.  In 
the  shape  of  the  shield  and  in  the  continuous  dorsal  ridge  it  is 
very  similar ;  the  latter  however  is  much  sharper  in  L.  Gagaies, 
and  forms  a  much  more  prominent  keel  when  the  animal  is  at 
rest.  The  tissue  of  the  skin,  instead  of  presenting  the  tessellated 
and  rugose  appearance  of  L,  Sowerbii,  is  disposed  in  longitudinal 
furrows  branching  off  into  veins,  not  unlike  the  nervurcs  of  a  leaf. 
The  tentacles  nregray  instead  of  black  as  in  L.  Sowerbii,  and  the 
entire  animal  is  of  a  more  uniform  colour. 

Mr.  Alder  of  Newcastle  informs  me  that  the  internal  shell,  erf 
which  I  sent  him  specimens,  differs  from  any  he  had  before. 

The  localities  in  which  I  have  taken  it  are  as  follows : — 

La  Bergerie,  Queen's  co. ;  Tuam  Palace  Gardens,  co.  Galway ; 
Tourmakady  Lodge,  near  Ballinrobe,  co.  Mayo :  in  this  last-men- 
tioned locality  they  were  very  characteristic  specimens  and  parti- 
cularly abunoant. 

Note. — Limax  brunneus,  Drap. 

This  species  has  not  as  yet  occurred  to  me  in  Ireland,  nor  am 
I  at  present  aware  of  its  being  noticed  by  others  in  this  country. 

M.  Bouchard  Chantreux  thinks  that  the  young  of  Limax  or- 
boreus  is  ^^  what  Hoy,  Shaw  and  Latham  have  named  '  Limax 
Jilans,'  as  he  has  seen  them  descending  from  branch  to  branch 
by  means  of  a  mucous  thread  which  they  spin.'* 

This  conclusion  is  evidently  come  to  on  the  supposition  that 
the  property  of  so  spinning  is  confined  to  one  species ;  whereas 
it  may  be  seen  from  my  observations  on  this  point,  ^  Ann.  and 
Mag.  of  Nat.  Hist.'  Vol.  vi.  p.  206,  that  many  other  species  ai'e 
capable  of  doing  so ;  in  fact,  the  young  of  all  our  British  species 
have  the  power  of  making  use  of  this  mode  of  progression  until 
they  attain  to  that  size  when  the  weight  of  their  bodies  becomes 
too  great  for  such  a  fragile  thread.  I  have  frequentlv  seen  some 
of  the  larger  specici  make  the  attempt  when  compelled  to  do  so, 
but  invariably  fall  helplesslv  to  the  ground  the  moment  the  tail 
approached  near  the  edge  of  the  leaf  or  branch  from  which  they 
had  allowed  themselves  to  slide. 

I  have  succeeded  in  making  the  following  species  spin  a  thread 
of  slime : — 

Limax  arboreus,  young  only ;  L.  Sowerbii,  young ;  L,  agrestis, 
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both  jronng  and  adults;  .^JrumAor/aim,  young  and  adnks;  .Ariom 
aier,  young  anij.    From  this  it  may  be  teen  that  the  genus^^^rm 
as  well  as  Limax  possesses  the  property. — ^B.  J.  C. 
Tnam,  Sept  30,  1843. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  PLATES. 
Plate  X. 
Ftg,  1.  Limax  maximu$^  rar.  y,  Drep. 

—  2.    Do.        Ao.        NUsMm't  "  Cinereo-niger." 

—  3.  Tooth  or  cutting  plate  of  L.  maximut,  magnified  and  nat  sixe. 
*    '    "    f  Z.  nuueimut. 

L.  arhoreuM. 
L.fiamu. 
L.  aaretiu. 
L.  Sowerhu. 
L.  GagateM. 
variety  L,  Gagate: 

Plate  XI. 
Fig,  4.  Limax  arboreus, 

—  6.     Do.         do.        resting  position. 

—  6.  L.  arboreuSf  variety. 

—  7.  Do.      do.      resting  position. 

—  8.  L.  arboreus,  variety. 

—  9,  10.  L.  arboreui,  young. 

—  11.  L.flavut. 

—  12.  Do.     do.    back  view. 

Plate  X 11. 
Fig,  13.  Lim€UB  agreitit, 

—  14.  L,  Sowerbii, 

—  15.  Do.    do.      resting  position. 

—  16.  Z.  Gagates. 

—  17.        Do.    do. 

—  18.        Do.    do.      variety. 

—  19,  20.  Do.    do.      resting. 

—  21.         Do.    do.      ver.  /3.  F^russac. 

—  22.  L.  Gagates f  young. 


XLIII. — Descriptions  of  apparently  new  species  and  varieties  of 
Insects  and  other  Annulosa,  principally  fi-om  the  collection  in  the 
British  Museum.  By  Adam  White,  M.E.SS.  Lend,  and  Paris, 
Assistant  Zoological  Department,  British  Museum. 

INSECTA. 

COLBOPTERA. 
BUPRESTIOA. 

1 .  Chrysochroa  (Catoxantha,  Dej.)  opulenta  var.  purpurea.  White.  C. 
purpurea,  elytris  post  mediam  flava  fiwcia  transversa,  roeso-  et 
meta-thoracibus  subtus  purpureo  et  viridi  micantibus  Lone 
unc.  Ij— 2.  ^' 

Hab,  Philippine  Islands  (Cuming)  :  Brit.  Mus. 

This  differs  from  the  Chrysochroa  opulenta,  Gory,  in  the  meso- 
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and  meU^horaces  beneath  being  xrf  a  metallic  purple  like  the 
under-side  of  the  prothorax^  and  in  the  segments  of  the  abdomen 
having  a  black  mark  on  each  side  at  the  base ;  the  upper  surface 
is  purple  instead  of  green ;  it  may  however  eventually  be  found 
to  be  merely  a  local  variety  of  the  opulenta.  I  have  only  seen  two 
specimens. 

2.  Ckrysochroa  prtelonga,  Wlnte,  C.  cserulescenti-viridis,  elongata, 
dytris  subsulcatis,  apice  rude  serratis,  thorace  sulco  mediano  cae- 
rideo.     Long.  unc.  1,  lin.  10 — 11. 

Hab.  Philippine  Islands  (Cuming)  :  Brit.  Mus. 

A  species  near  C.  ignita  oxkA  Julminans ;  it  is  of  a  bright  me- 
tallic green,  changing  to  blue  in  some  hghts,  especially  on  the 
margins  of  the  elytra.  Thorax  grooved  down  the  middle,  the 
grooved  fturow  and  (concealed)  scuteUum  of  a  fine  deep  blue. 
Elytra  much  elongated,  strongly  serrated  at  the  apex  and  cop- 
pery. Abdomen  beneath  coppery,  the  last  two  segments  more 
mtensely  so. 

3.  Ckry$ochroa  sublineata.  White.  C.  vlridis,  subdepressa,  elytris 
margine  laterali  cupreo,  basi  levibus  ante  mediam,  lineis  tribus 
subelevatis  longitudinalibus,  basi  obsoletis.  Long.  unc.  1,  lin.  5. 
Hob.  N.  Bengal.     Brit.  Mus. 

This  may  prove  a  variety  of  C  unidentaia.  Each  of  the  elytra 
has  a  short  spine  at  the  end,  and  three  longitudinal  raised  hnes 
not  reaching  the  margin  and  obsolete  towards  the  base,  which  is 
very  smooth ;  the  elytra  are  minutely  punctured ;  the  lateral  mar- 
gins are  of  a  bright  coppery  hue ;  the  th(mkx  is  roughly  and 
coarsely  punctured,  and  has  a  longitudinal,  smooth,  reddish  dorsal 
line  not  reaching  the  posterior  margin. 

4.  Chrysochroa  ocellata  (var.  ephippigera).  White.  Long.  unc.  1, 
lin.  6. 

In  the  British  Museum  there  is  a  much-injured  specimen  of 
this  variety,  which  might  probably  be  regarded  as  a  species  by 
Messrs.  Laporte  and  Goiy.  It  is  not  far  removed  from  the  V. 
Edvarisii,  Hope,  ^  Linn.  Trans.'  vol.  xix.  The  under-side  is  far 
more  coppery  thim  in  two  specimens  of  ocellata  in  the  Museum 
collection,  the  deep  purpUsh-blue  line  down  the  middle  of  the 
thorax  is  wider,  and  the  margins  are  of  a  very  deep  coppery  red, 
which  colour  occupies  all  the  rest  of  the  prothoracic  back,  except- 
ing a  narrow  line  of  green  which  separates  the  blue  from  the  cop- 
pery, and  a  narrow  margin  of  green  in  front ;  the  coppery  red 
patches  at  the  base  and  apex  of  each  elytron  are  larger  also  and 
more  intense ;  the  yellow  patch  runs  right  across  both  elytra,  and 
is  pointed  behind,  very  obtusely  angled  in  front,  the  edge  of  the 
yeUow  being  separated  from  the  lateral  margin  by  a  narrow 
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bluish-black  line ;  this  yeDow  "  saddle^'  is  margined  with  black, 
especially  in  front  and  behind ;  the  tibiae  are  greenish. 

5.  Stigmodera  funerea.  White.  S.  subcupraceo-nigra,  elytris  fasciis 
4,  ochraceo-flavis,  lateribus  flavo  connexo  jugatis.  Long.  unc.  1, 
lin.  3. 

Hab,  Australia,  King  Geo.  Sound  (Capt.  Geo.  Grey).  Brit.  Mus. 

This  species  comes  close  to  S,  variabilis  and  Kingii :  it  has 
striated  deep  black  elytra,  with  four  transverse  ochrey  yellow 
bands  connected  in  pairs  at  the  sides.  The  thorax,  legs,  and 
under  parts  are  of  a  uniform  deep  shining  black;  the  thorax  be- 
low is  covered  with  cinereous  hairs. 

6.  Stigmodera  conspicillata,  White.  S.  testacea  fasciis  viridibus, 
thorace  convexo,  antice  angustato  viridi  macula  laterali  flaves- 
cente.     Long.  lin.  11 — 15. 

Hab,  Australia  (Swan  River).  Brit.  Mus. :  Dr.  Richardson,  F.R.S. 

Elytra  striated,  of  a  testaceous  yellow  colour,  with  two  violet- 
green  transverse  bands,  the  anterior  not  reaching  the  outer  mar- 
gin, second  reaching  the  outer  margin,  and  connected  by  a  nar- 
row line  of  the  same  colour  with  a  large  violet-green  spot  on  the 
apex ;  the  base  is  narrowly  margined  with  green.  Thorax  very 
convex  and  small,  narrowed  in  front,  above  green,  with  a  yellow- 
ish spot  on  each  side ;  sides  beneath  yellow,  the  yellow  reaching 
the  margin  above  in  front  and  connected  behind  with  the  yellow 
spot.  Body  beneath  yellow.  Head,  scutellum,  legs,  segments  of 
aodomen  behind  and  at  the  base  edged  witJi  green,  which  is 
macular  on  the  sides. 

In  one  specimen  (a  smaller  variety)  the  elytra  are  yellow,  and 
have  only  the  narrow  green  margin  at  the  base  and  the  large 
violet-blue  spot  on  the  apex. 

Lepidopteba. 

BOMBTCIDA. 

7.  Satumia  Helena,  White,  n.  sp.  S.  ochraceo-fulva ;  alis  superis 
apice  subrosaceis,  macula  ni^ra  postica,  alis  ambobus  linea  trans- 
versa (post  mediam  currente)  triseriatim  colorata,  ocello  paululum 
fenestrato  ochraceo-rufo,  lunula  subcsenilea  nigroque  annulato ; 
corpore  subtus,  capite,  antennia  pedibusque  subaurantiacis,  tarsis 
nigro-annulatiB.     Exp.  alar.  ?  unc.  6 — 6^ ;  cJ  5^. 

Hab,  Australia.   Brit.  Mus.  Hardw.  Bequest  and  J.  Hunter,  Esq. 

In  shape  and  general  appearance  not  fSeor  removed  from  the 
Satvmia  Paphia  (L.),  Mylitta  (Drury),  the  well-known  Tusseh 
silk-moth,  whose  history  is  given  by  I)r.  Roxburgh  in  the  '  Lin- 
nsean  Transactions.^ 

8.  Satumia  Janetta,  White,  n.  sp.  S.  ochraceo-brunnea ;  alis  superis 
linea  subbasali  W  notata ;  macula  parva  fenestrata  brunneo  cir- 
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cumdata  prope  mediam,  linea  transversa  bruDnescenti-undtilata 
fesciaque  maculari  indistincta,  maculis  subcinereis  postice  obscu- 
rioribus,  alls  inferis  lineis  2  transversis  undulatis  brunnescentibus, 
fasciaque  maculari  subcinerea ;  corpore  ocbraceo-aurandaco.  Exp. 
alar.  unc.  4J  (cf  ). 
Hab.  Australia  ?     Brit.  Mus. 

The  two  species  of  moths^  described  above^  are  alluded  to  in  a 
paper  laid  before  the  Entomological  Society  of  London,  Oct.  6, 
1843,  containing  remarks  on  the  fenestration  in  the  wings  of  Sa- 
tnmia,  prefatory  to  a  notice  of  the  remarkably  grooved  and  tense 
undulating-surfaced  tympanum  on  the  upper  wing  of  the  genus 
Hecatesia.  In  the  Satumia  division  of  Bombydda,  these  fenestrse, 
when  they  occur,  seem  to  be  common  to  both  sexes,  and  appear 
to  be  merely  ornamental ;  they  are  sometimes  quite  obsolete ;  in 
Hecatesia  they  are  limited,  I  believe,  to  one  sex,  and,  as  was  re- 
marked in  the  appendix  to  Capt.  Grey^s '  Travels,^  the  individuals 
possessing  them  make  a  remarkable  noise,  as  was  told  me  by  that 
excellent  observer  Capt.  George  Grey,  now  in  S.  Austraha.  I 
wish  that  some  competent  physiologist  would  thoroughly  examine 
this  beautiful  tympanoid  membrane,  and  explain  how  the  noise 
couid  be  produced  by  the  insect,  and  whether  or  not  the  fenestra 
has  any  connexion  with  the  noise. 

Crustacea. 
Decapoda. 

9.  Atelecyclus  spinosulus.  White.  Carapace  as  long  as  broad,  with 
the  suHace  granulated  and  rather  uneven.  In  front,  between  the 
orbits,  the  carapace  projects,  but  not  so  far  as  the  end  of  the  eye  ; 
the  projecting  part  ends  in  a  strong  tooth ;  the  sides  of  the  cara- 
pace are  spinulose  and  have  five  indistinct  teeth.  The  hands  are 
externally  rough  with  spines,  and  have  on  the  upper  edge  a  series 
of  larger  teetJi  and  a  row  of  longish  hairs.  Colour  above  red 
spotted  with  white,  beneath  entirely  white. 

Hab,  Falkland  Islands  (W.  E.  Wright,  Esq.).    Brit.  Mus. 

This  species  comes  near  the  Atelecyclus  Chilensis  of  Edwards  in 
marks  and  general  appearance,  but  in  the  form  of  the  carapace 
resembles  A.  heterodm  of  Leach. 

ISOPODA. 

10.  Splueroma  gigas  (var.  /dftceo/a/a).  White.  Body  smooth,  last  joint 
of  the  abdomen  considerably  arched  above,  and  having  near  the  base 
a  slight  elevation  grooved  in  the  middle ;  the  last  joint  is  also  in 
most  of  the  specimens  considerably  pointed,  and  extends  very 
slightly  beyond  the  extremity  of  the  inner  plate  of  the  last  false 
legs ;  ^e  outer  plate  of  these  appendices  is  narrow  and  lanceolate ; 
both  of  the  plates  are  minutely  punctured  with  black. 

Hab,  Falkland  Islands  (W.  E.Wright,  Esq.);  Salvador  Bay,  under 
stones,  very  common.     Brit.  Mus. 


Digitized  by 


/Google 


846  Mr.  J.  Ralfs  an  the  Diatomacee. 

There  are  specimens  in  the  British  Muaeom  collection  varying 
from  three-quarters  of  an  inch  to  a  whole  inch  in  length.  This 
species  or  variety  comes  very  near  the  S,  gigas,  Leach^  *  £dw. 
Crust.'  iii.  p.  205,  from  whicn  it  principally  differs  in  the  more 
elongated  and  narrower  outer  plate,  and  in  the  grooved  elevation 
at  the  base  of  the  more  arched  last  joint  of  the  abdomen. 

11.  Serolis  paradoxa  (Fabr.  spec).  Leach. 

Mr.  Wright  informed  me,  on  his  return  from  the  Falkland 
Islands,  that  this  singular  flat  crustaceous  animal  is  very  com- 
mon in  the  Camash,  Berkley  Sound,  Falkland  Islands ;  it  is 
found  in  shallow  places  with  a  bottom  of  light  sand  and  mud, 
among  which  it  burrows,  and  in  which,  when  disturbed,  it  buries 
itself  very  rapidly.  He  assured  me  he  had  seen  specimens  at  least 
six  inches  long.  This  species  was  first  found  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks 
on  one  of  Cook's  voyages,  off  the  coast  of  Tierra  del  Fuego.  We 
have  one  specimen  m  the  Museum  labelled  as  coming  from  Se- 
negal, the  others  were  given  by  Mr.  Wright  from  the  locality 
above  mentioned. 

XLIV. — On  the  British  Diatomacese.     By  John  Balfb,  Esq., 
M.R.C.S.,  Penzance*. 
[Continued  from  p.  276.] 
[With  a  Plate.] 
Meloseira,  Ag.  (Gallionella,  Eh.) 
Filaments  cylindrical,  siliceous,  jointed,  fragile ;  one  or  two  lines 
passing  round  each  frustule  near  its  centre. 
This  genus  in  its  cylindrical  filaments  differs  fix)m  the  other 
Cymbellea,  and  thus  connects  them  with  the  Confervea;  but  it 
agrees  with  them  in  being  generally  of  a  brown  or  yellowish  co- 
lour when  recent,  and  especially  in  its  siliceous  filaments  and  in 
the  presence  of  striae ;  characters  which  sufficiently  point  out  the 
propriety  of  its  present  situation  amongst  the  Diatomacea, 

The  filaments  have  no  proper  margins  marked  by  distinct  cha- 
racters as  in  the  other  genera  of  the  Cymbelle<B ;  and  the  striae 
when  present  on  the  junction-surfaces  are  not  transverse  but 
radiated. 

The  cylindrical  form  of  the  filaments,  and  also  the  other  differ- 
ences just  mentioned,  compel  me,  in  describing  this  genus,  to  use 
the  terms  length  and  breadth  in  the  sense  in  which  they  are  ap- 
plied to  a  Conferva,  and  consequently  in  one  the  reverse  of  that 
which  they  have  in  respect  of  the  other  genera  of  this  family. 

This  genus  may  be  divided  into  two  sections,  which  differ  in 
several  respects. 

•  Read  before  the  Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh. 
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In  the  first  section^  the  species  belonging  to  which  are  gene- 
rally marine^  the  ends  of  the  frustules  are  convex^  and  as  there 
are  no  distinct  junction-surfaces^  a  moniliform  appearance  is  pro- 
duced. The  central  line  is  more  strongly  marked  in  this  than  in 
the  other  section,  and  seems  to  divide  the  frustule  into  two  equal 
portions.  It  becomes  broader  and  then  double,  and  at  length  an 
intermediate  growth  separates  the  two  halves  of  the  firustule,  which 
during  this  process  do  not  increase  in  size ;  but  when  the  interme- 
diate space  IS  equal  to  the  diameter  of  the  original  frustule,  two 
new  frustules  are  formed  by  the  addition  of  two  hemispheres  on 
the  inner  sides  of  the  separated  portions.  The  outer  siliceous 
covering  still  remaining,  the  frustules  are  connected  in  pairs,  and 
appear  like  two  globules  within  a  joint,  as  they  are  characterized 
by  Harvey  in  M.  nummuloides,  and  by  Carmichael  in  M.ghbifera. 
T'ne  above  description  belongs  more  particularly  to  M.  mtmmU' 
loides,  but  the  process  in  the  other  species  in  the  first  section  is  the 
same.  Mr.  Dalrymple  first  called  my  attention  to  this  singular 
mode  of  growth.  In  a  letter  he  remarks  on  3f.  nummuloides,  that 
'*  the  joints  of  the  Meloseira  are  not  only  united  end  to  end,  but 
sometimes  two  corpuscles  are  included  within  the  same  boundary- 
line,  while  others  are  disjointed  as  it  were  and  merely  united  end 
to  end.  This  I  beheve  arises  from  the  tiiode  of  reproduction,  and 
that  each  corpuscle  is  capable  of  dividing  into  two  bodies  within 
its  original  siliceous  shell.''  A  series  of  changes  nearly  similar 
in  htkmia  has  been  already  described*. 

AU  the  species  in  the  other  section  are  found  in  fresh  water. 
The  frustules  are  not  united  in  pairs,  their  junction-surfaces  are 
distinct  and  nearly  flat,  and  their  central  lines  are  probably  frur- 
rows ;  hence  whatever  parts  of  these  lines  occupy  the  margin  of 
the  field  of  view,  as  the  filaments  are  turned  round,  they  all  ap- 
pear like  pimcta. 

M,  lentigera,  Harv.,  evidently  belongs  to  the  first  section,  but 
I  have  seen  no  specimen,  and  cannot  refer  it  to  any  species  with 
which  I  am  acquainted. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  W.  Thompson  I  have  been  en- 
abled to  examine  a  specimen  of  '^  Meloseira  Thompsoni "  marked 
by  Mr.  Harvey  himself.  This  beautiful  and  interesting  plant  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  a  species  of  Sphceroplea ;  at  any  rate  it  should 
be  removed  from  Meloseira,  since  the  filaments  are  not  siliceous. 

Mr.  Hassall  has  favoured  me  with  the  following  obseiTations 
on  this  plant : — "  I  can  scarcely  believe  that  Meloseira  Thompsoni 
is  really  a  Meloseira,  for  it  does  not  appear  to  exhibit  even  one 
of  the  characters  of  that  genus.  The  filaments  in  M.  Thompsoni 
are  equal,  while  in  the  species  with  which  I  am  acquainted  of  true 

*  This  similarity  has  also  been  oWr\*ed  by  Mr.  Berkeley, 
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Mehseira  they  are  attenuated ;  the  cells  too  are  not  divided  as 
in  Meloseira  by  lines,  either  single  or  double. 

^'  The  above  I  think  are  some  of  the  principal  diflferences  be- 
tween the  Conferva  which  has  received  Mr.  Thompson's  name 
and  the  Meloseira,  and  these  are  in  my  opinion  too  considerable 
to  admit  of  its  holding  a  place  with  these.  Would  it  not  be  more 
correct  to  place  it  with  the  species  of  the  genus  Lyngbya  V^ 

♦  Filaments  moniliform  ;frustides  united  in  pairs. 

1 .  M,  nummuloides,  Ag.  Frustules  spherical,  having  a  line  near  each 
end,  but  less  strongly  marked  than  the  central  one.  Ag.  Syst. 
p.  8 ;  Consp.  Diatom,  p.  65  ;  Kutz.  in  Linnsea  1833,  p.  70.  ^g.  72; 
Ghrev.  in  Hook.  Br.  H.  vol.  ii.  p.  401  ;  Harv.  Br.  Alg.  p.  195. 
M.  discigera,  Ag.  Syst.  p.  8 ;  Berk.  Br.  Alg.  p.  31.  t.  11.  fig.  2! 
M,  Borreri,  Wyatt,  Alg.  Damn.  no.  232  !  Con/,  nummuloides. 
Dill.  p.  45.  t.  B.  Conf.  moniliformis,  Jurg.  Dec.  1.  no.  7  !  Gal- 
lionelia  nummuloides,  £h.  Die  Infus.  p.  167.  t.  21.  fig.  1 ;  Pritch. 
Infus.  p.  199.  G,  moniliformis,  Bailey,  American  Bacil.  part  2. 
p.4.  pi.  ll.fig.3. 

In  the  sea  or  in  brackish  water.  Margate,  Rev,  3f .  /.  Berkeley ; 
river  Dart,  Mrs.  Wyatt ;  salt  marshes  near  Lame,  co.  Antrim,  and 
near  Dublin,  Mr.  D.  Moore.     Penzance ;  Bangor,  N.  Wales. 

It  is  brown  when  recent  and  becomes  green  in  drying.  Fila- 
ments free,  slender,  moniliform,  constricted  between  each  pair  of 
the  frustules.  Frustules  globular,  united  in  pairs,  and  each  di- 
vided into  hemispheres  by  a  central  line,  and  crossed  by  a  fainter 
Une  at  each  end. 

Plate  IX.  fig.  1.  Meloseira  nummuloides ;  a,  fnistules  deprived  of  colour- 
ing  matter;  h,  different  stages,  showing  the  mode  of  growth  ;  c,  dotted  lines, 
marking  new  hemispheres ;  d,  new  hemispheres  just  formed. 

2.  M.  Borreri,  Grev.  Frustules  rather  longer  than  broad,  cylindrical, 
rounded  at  the  ends,  with  a  central,  strongly  marked  line.  Grev. 
in  Hook.  Br.  Fl.  vol.  ii.  p.  401 ;  Harv.  Br.  Alg.  p.  196.  Conf.  num- 
muloides, Eng.  Bot.  t.  2287  !  (bad). 

On  marine  algae.  Shoreham  Harbour,  Mr.  Borrer ;  Chichester 
Creek,  Mr.  Jenner,   Penmaen  Pool  near  Dolgelley. 

This  species  much  resembles  the  preceding,  but  is  I  beUeve 
distinct.  The  filaments  are  stouter ;  the  frustules  rather  longer 
than  broad,  cyUndrical,  with  their  ends  less  convex,  and  marked 
only  with  a  central  line.  Sometimes  the  ends  at  their  junction 
are  compressed,  and  then  the  frustules  appear  angular.  In  this 
character  it  seems  to  approach  the  M.  moniliformis',  the  ends 
however  of  the  friistules  in  that  species  are  figured  by  Ehrenberg 
as  truncated  cones — more  convex  therefore  than  those  of  M.  num- 
muloides, and  consequently  still  more  so  than  those  of  this  plant. 

Plate  IX.  fig.  2.  Meloseira  Borreri. 
S.  M.  globifera,  Harv.     Frustules  nearly  globular,  with  numerous 
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strise,  which  are  mo8t  evident  on  the  siliceous  covering.    Harv.  Br. 

Alg.  p.  196.     Rosaria  globiferOy  Carm.  in  Hook.  Br.  Fl.  vol.  ii. 

p.  372. 

On  marine  algae.  Torquay,  Mrs,  Griffiths ;  Hastings,  Mr.  Jen" 
ner ;  Ardmore,  Miss  Ball  (according  to  a  specimen  from  Mr.  W. 
Thompson).     Ilfracombe. 

Filaments  affixed  by  a  short  stipes  \  firustules  nearly  globular^ 
united  in  pairs^  each  with  a  strongly  marked  central  line.  Nu- 
merous close  strise  pass  round  the  filaments^  and  are  most  con- 
spicuous on  the  siUceous  remains  of  the  old  firustule^  by  which 
the  new  ones  are  connected  in  pairs. 

The  specimens  which  I  have  seen  are  apparently  defective^  as 
in  all  only  one  pair  of  frustules  is  attached  to  the  stipes. 

Ehrenberg  represents  the  frustules  of  his  GaUianeUa  lineata  as 
longer  than  broad^  cylindrical^  with  a  quadrangular  appearance^ 
whereas  in  this  species  they  are  nearly  globular ;  otherwise  I 
might  have  supposed  he  intended  to  describe  this  species. 

Some  specimens  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Jenner  have  their 
frustules  generally  longer  than  broad^  but  in  other  respects  agree 
with  the  above  description. 

I  have  received  from  M.  Montague  a  Meloseira  {M.  hormoidea, 
Montag.)  gathered  in  Cayenne^  which  appears  to  me  to  be  iden- 
tical with  this  species^  and  Mr.  Berkeley  is  of  the  same  opinion. 
As  however  the  filaments  are  composed  of  several  frustules,  it  is 
in  a  more  perfect  state  than  any  British  specimen  which  I  have 
examined. 

Plate  IX.  fig  3.  Meloteira  globtfera. 

♦♦  Filaments  not  moniliform ;  frustules  cylindrical. 

'4.  M.  arenaria,  Moore  MS.    Filaments  stout ;  frustules  broader  than 

long,  with  a  single  central  line  ;  junction-surfaces  closely  united, 

striated.    Gallionella  varians»  Eh.  Die  Infus.  p.  167.  (in  part)  t.  21. 

fig.  2 ;  Pritch.  Infus.  p.  199.  fig.  131®  (junction-surface). 

In  fresh  water.  On  a  wet  bank  near  Lame,  co.  Antrim,  Mr,  D, 
Moore ;  inner  extremity  of  the  Giant's  Causeway,  Mr.  W.  Thomp- 
son ;  very  sparingly  in  a  freshwater  stream  near  Shoreham,  Kent, 
Mr.  Jenner. 

Brownish  when  recent,  pale  green  when  dried. 

Filaments  much  stouter  than  any  other  species  in  this  genus, 
distinct  to  the  naked  eye,  when  rubbed  between  the  fingers  feel- 
ing rough  like  grains  of  sand,  whence  its  specific  name. 

Frustules  closely  united,  broader  than  long,  discoid,  appearing 
slightly  granulated  with  a  broadish  smooth  central  line ;  their 
junction  appears  like  a  dentated  suture ;  the  junction-surfaces  are 
striated  in  a  radiating  manner ;  the  strise  are  most  evident  at  the 
margin,  and  sometimes  very  faintly  marked  in  the  centre. 
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In  drawing  up  the  above  description  I  have  availed  myself  of 
Mr.  Moore's  notes. 

Ehrenberg  appears  to  have  confounded  this  very  beautiful  and 
distinct  species  with  Meloseira  varians,  which  I  am  the  more  sur- 
prised at^  because  he  has  given  very  good  figures  of  both  plants. 

The  characters  by  which  this  species  is  distinguished  from 
Meloseira  varians  have  been  so  clearly  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Dal- 
rymple/  that  I  shall  use  an  extract  from  his  letter  instead  of 
making  any  observations  of  my  own. 

^'  Meloseira  varians,  Ag.^  is  as  clearly  GalUonella  varians  oi  Eh- 
renberg^ 1. 10.  fig.  4,  as  Meloseira  arenaria,  Moore^  b  Gall,  varians 
of  t.  21.  fig.  2.  Still  no  tyro  in  natural  history  could  presume 
that  the  two  were  the  same  species.  The  characteristic  difference 
exists  in  the  well-marked  feature  of  the  strise  at  the  junction-lines 
of  the  corpuscles^  and  which^  combined  with  their  discoid  form^ 
bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  milled  heads  of  many  of  the  ad- 
justing screws  of  our  microscope.  Added  to  this  is  the  appear- 
ance of  radiating  lines  seen  when  the  flat  surface  of  the  disc  is 
viewed.'^ 

Plate  IX.  ^g,  4.  Meloseira  arenaria, 

5.  M,  varians,  Ag.     Frustules  once  and  a  half  to  twice  as  long 

as  broad,  with  a  single  central  line,  the  ends  slightly  rounded ; 

junction-surfaces  without  striae.     Ag.  Consp.  Diatom,  p.  64 ! ; 

Kutz.  in  linnaea  1833.  p.  71.  Eg.  69;  Harv.  Br.  Alg.  p.  195! 

M.  lineata,  Ag.  Syst.  p.  8 ;  Harv.  Br.  Alg.  p.  195  !     Gallionella 

varians,  Eh.  Die  Infus.  t.  10.  fig.  4.    G,  aurichalcea,  Bailey,  Amer. 

Bacil.  part  2.  pi.  2.  fig.  4  c,      Gonf,  lineata.  Dill.  p.  44.  t.  B ;  Jurg. 

Dec.  5.  no.  10 !   Conf,  hyemalis,  Jurg.  Dec.  17.  no.  6 !  Vesiculi/era 

composita,  Hassall  in  Annals  of  Nat.  Hist.  vol.  x.  p.  394  ! 

In  freshwater  rivulets  and  ditches.     King's  Cliff,  Nortliampton- 

shire.  Rev,  M,  J.  Berkeley  ;  frequent  in  Sussex,  Mr,  Borrer ;  Lewes, 

Mr,  Jenner  ;  Cheshunt,  Mr,  Hassall ;  Shrewsbury,  Mr,  Leighion ; 

Oswestry,  Rev,  T,  Salwey, — Aberdeen,  Dr.  Dickie ;  Stevenston,  Ajrr- 

shire,  Rev,  D,  Landsborough, — Antrim  and  Limerick, Mr.  W,  H,  HoT'^ 

vey  ;  Ballycastle  and  near  Belfast,  Mr,  D,  Moore,    Tavistock,  Ufra- 

combe,  Penzance,  Dolgelley,  Caernarvon. 

It  is  brownish  when  recent  and  becomes  green  in  drying  *. 

Filaments  very  slender,  but  varying  much  in  thickness,  fragile; 
joints  from  once  and  a  half  to  twice  as  long  as  broad,  with  a  single 
central  stria,  the  ends  rounded  so  that  the  joints  are  not  so 
closely  united  as  in  ilf.  arenaria  and  M,  orichalcea, 

•  In  a  fttream  below  Penmaen  Pool  near  Dolgelley,  and  within  the  influ- 
ence of  the  tides,  I  have  gathered  a  tufted  state  of  this  species  of  a  bluish 
colour,  not  unlike  the  iridescent  tints  of  Cystoteira  ericoiaet.  It  was  grow- 
ing with  Ectocarput  UUoralis.  I  have  also  for  several  years  observed  it  in 
the  same  state  in  a  cave  by  the  sea-side  at  Penzance  :  in  both  instances  it 
afterwards  became  brownish  and  finally  green. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Mr.  J.  Ralfs  on  the  Diatomacese.  351 

Not  unfrequently  this  species  has  the  joints  here  and  there  di- 
lated into  a  globular  form  as  described  by  Kutziug ;  in  this  state 
it  much  resembles  a  species  of  VesicuUfera,  Hassall ;  and  indeed 
Mr.  Hassall^  whose  researches  have  so  much  extended  our  know- 
ledge of  the  freshwater  Algse^  was  induced  by  this  resemblance 
to  refer  it  to  a  subdivision  of  that  genus^  in  one  of  his  valuable 
and  interesting  papers  on  the  British  freshwater  Confervse ;  but 
since  his  paper  was  published  he  has  agreed  with  me  in  opinion 
that  his  V.  camposita  is  undoubtedly  the  Meloseira  varians  of 
Agardh^  and  not  a  species  of  Vesictdtfera,  When  the  joints  are 
thus  dilated^  the  central  fmrow  gives  the  appearance  of  two 
joints  combining  in  the  formation  of  the  inflated  cells. 

Plate  IX.  fig.  5.  Melateira  varians, 

6.  M.  orichalcea,  Kutz.  Filaments  slender ;  frustnles  two  to  three 
times  longer  than  broad,  marked  with  two  central  lines ;  junction - 
surfaces  striated,  closely  united.  Kutz.  in  linneea  1833,  p.  71. 
fig.  68.  Gallionella  aurichalcea,  £h.  Die  Infus.  p.  168. 1. 10.  fig.  6; 
Pritch.  Infus.  p.  200;  Bailey,  Amer.  Bacil.  part  2.  p.  5.  pi.  2. 
fig.  4  ft. 

In  freshwater  ditches  and  slow  streams.  Cheshunt,  Mr.  Hassall; 
Stevenston,  Ayrshire,  Rev,  D,  Landsborough ;  Dolgelley.^ 

Brownish  when  recent  j  it  becomes  paler  in  drying. 

The  filaments  are  finer  than  in  M.  varians ;  joints  two  to  three 
times  longer  than  broad^  with  two  lines  near  the  centre  j  ends 
closely  united  in  the  same  manner  as  in  Jf  .  arenaria,  but  the  den- 
tated  appearance  of  the  ends  of  the  striae  is  less  evident ;  junc- 
tion-sm^es  flat  with  radiated  strise,  which  are  often  very  obscure 
in  the  centre,  but  generally  plainly  developed  roimd  the  margin. 

This  species  is  likely  to  be  mistaken  for  M,  varians ;  but  its 
filaments  are  more  slender  and  more  uniform  in  size,  the  joints 
are  longer,  more  closely  imited,  and  especially  it  differs  in  having 
two  central  lines  and  striated  junction-surfaces,  and  in  not  turn- 
ing green  in  drying. 

Kutzing  figures  this  species  with  joints  occasionally  enlarged 
in  the  same  manner  as  in  3f  .  varians, 

Mr.  Hassall  first  detected  it  in  this  country. 

Plate  IX.  fig.  6.  Meloseira  orickalcea. 

***  Filaments  very  slender ;  Joints  obscure. 

7.  M,  ochracea.  Frustules  very  slender,  convex  at  each  end,  ovate, 
not  striated,  ferruginous ;  filaments  often  connected  together  in  a 
subramose  manner.  Gallionella /ermginea.  Eh.  Die  Infus.  p.  169. 
t.  10.  fig.  8.  and  t.  21.  fig.  3 ;  Pritch.  Infus.  p.  200.  figs.  129, 130. 
Conferva  ochracea.  Dill.  t.  62 !  Oscillatoria  ochracea,  Grev.  Fl. 
Edin.  p.  304;  Harv.  Br.  Alg.  p.  167. 

Pools  and  slow  running  streams,  especially  in  boggy  soils. 
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This  plant  occurs  in  delicate  ochraceons  or  ferruginons  masses^ 
falling  into  powder  on  the  slightest  touch.  The  filaments  are  so 
slender^  and  the  joints  so  obscure,  that  I  have  been  unable  to  de- 
termine the  form  of  the  frustules,  and  have  therefore  taken  the 
specific  character  from  Ehrenberg ;  I  am  also  unable  to  ascertain 
whether  the  joints  are  marked  by  any  central  Une.  Having 
received  from  Mr.  Dillwyn  a  specimen  of  his  Conferva  ockraceaj 
which  I  am  able  confidently  to  refer  to  this  species,  I  have  re- 
stored the  original  specific  name.  Ehrenberg  is  no  doubt  correct 
in  placing  the  plant  in  this  genus,  as  the  filaments  are  siliceous 
and  cylindrical. 

When  submitted  to  a  red  heat  it  acquires  a  reddish  tinge^ 
which  circumstance,  together  with  the  colour  and  slender  £3a- 
ments,  will  easily  distinguish  it  from  all  the  other  species. 

Analysii, 
I    (  Joints  verv  obscure,  the  central  line  apparently  wanting,  ochracea, 

'  \  Joints  ana  central  line  distinct 2 

r  Filaments  moniliform ;  frustules  connected  in  pairs 3 

2 A  Filaments  not  moniliform;  frustules  not  connected  in 

L     pairs 5 

„   f  Frustules  and  connecting  portion  closely  striated ghbifera. 

'  \  Frustules  with  one  to  three  lines,  not  striated 4 

r  Frustules  ^lobular  ••• • nummuloides. 

4.  •<  Frustules  longer  than  broad,  cylindrical,  with  the  ends 

L     rounded   BorrerL 

.   f  Junction-surfaces  not  striated    • variafu, 

(  Junction-surfaces  striated   6 

g  r  Frustules  broader  than  long  arenaria, 

*  \  Frustules  two  or  three  times  longer  than  broad    orichalcea, 

XLV. — Information  respecting  Scientific  Travellers. 
Wk  take  much  pleasure  in  announcing  that  three  enterprisiDg  bo- 
tanists are  now  engaged  in  exploring  the  most  interesting  portions 
of  the /ar  West,  and  that  their  collections  of  dried  plants  will  be 
offered  to  subscribers,  in  sets,  as  they  come  to  hand.  Two  of  these 
collectors,  Mr.  Charles  A.  Geyer  (well  known  as  the  botanist  of  Mr. 
Nicollet's  official  north-western  expedition),  and  Mr.Liiders,  who  are 
for  the  present  attached  to  Sir  Wm.  Stewart's  party,  have  by  this  time 
reached  the  Rocky  Mountains,  llie  particular  field  of  Mr.  Greyer's 
operations,  and  the  extent  of  his  journey,  were  undecided  at  the 
time  of  bis  departure  from  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Liiders  expects  to  spend 
the  next  winter,  and  perhaps  the  ensuing  summer,  at  a  station  of 
some  Roman  Catholic  missionaries  on  the  upper  waters  of  Lewis  and 
Clarke's  or  Great  Snake  River.  These  botanists  being  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  vegetation  of  the  general  Valley  of  the  Mississippi 
and  of  the  lower  Missouri,  will  doubtless  avoid  the  common  and 
better  known  plants  of  this  region ;  and  thus  their  collections  may 
be  expected  to  prove  imusually  choice  and  valuable. 
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The  third  collector.  Dr.  Lindheiiner,  a  very  assiduous  botanist, 
intends  to  devote  a  few  years  to  the  exploration  of  Texas ;  and  he 
pledges  himself  to  exclude  from  his  sets  all  the  common  plants  of 
the  south-western  United  States. 

These  several  collections  will  be  assorted  and  distributed,  and  for 
the  most  part  ticketed,  by  Dr.  Engelmann  of  St.  Louis  ;  assisted,  as 
far  as  need  be,  by  the  authors  of  the  *  Flora  of  North  America,'  who 
prombe  to  determine  the  plants,  so  far  at  least  as  they  belong  to  fa- 
milies published  in  that  work ;  and  for  the  information  of  subscribers, 
particular  notices  of  the  centwria  offered  for  sale  will  probably  ap- 
pear in  this  Journal*  as  they  come  to  hand.  The  number  of  sets  being 
limited,  earlier  subscribers  will  receive  a  preference.  The  three  ex- 
plorers are  entirely  independent  of  each  other,  and  their  collections 
are  to  be  separately  subscribed  for. 

The  price  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  collections  of  Geyer  or  of  Lii- 
ders  ia  fixed  at  ten  dollars  (or  two  guineas)  per  hundred ;  that  of  Dr. 
Lfindheimer's  Texan  collections  at  eight  dollars  (or  !/•  13«.  Qd,  ster- 
ling) per  hundred — ^payable  on  delivery  of  the  sets  at  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, by  Dr.  George  Engelmann  ;  at  New  York  by  Wiley  and  Put- 
nam, 161  Broadway,  and  Stationers'  Hall  Court,  London ;  and  Prof. 
A.  Gray  of  Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  to  either 
of  whom  subscribers  may  address  themselves  (post  paid)  by  mail. 
The  additional  expense  of  transportation,  doubtless  trifling  in  amount, 
will  be  charged  upon  the  sets  deliverable  in  London. 

The  writer  of  this  notice  cheerfully  states  that  the  dried  speci- 
mens made  by  these  botanists  which  have  fallen  under  lus  observa- 
tion are  well  selected,  very  complete,  and  finely  prepared  ;  and  he 
cordially  joins  Dr.  Engelmann  in  recommending  the  enterprise  to  the 
patronage  of  botanists. 

For  the  purpose  of  obtaining  some  immediate  pecuniary  aid  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  present  arduous  undertaking,  Mr.  Geyer  also  offers 
for  sale  (through  the  parties  above  mentioned)  a  selection  from  his 
collections  of  the  last  year  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  consisting  of 
twenty  sets  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  species  of  plants,  which  are 
offered  at  six  dollars  per  set. 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

A  Catalogue  of  British  Fossils;  comprising  all  the  genera  and  species 
hitherto  described,  with  references  to  their  Geological  Distribution  and 
to  the  Localities  in  which  they  have  been  found.     By  John  Morris. 
London,  Van  Voorst,  1843. 
Naturalists  of  all  classes  will  thank  Mr.  Morris  for  this  most  va- 
luable volume,  which,  apparently  a  list  of  names,  is  in  reality  a  sum- 
ming-up of  the  state  of  our  knowledge  of  British  organic  remains  at 
the  present  time,  and  being  such,  becomes  the  starting-point  of  future 
research.     It  is  no  mere  compilation,  but  the  result  of  a  critical  ex- 
amination of  th^  characters,  synonyms,  descriptions,  and  published  re- 
presentations of  all  the  species  of  animals  and  plants  hitherto  recorded 

*  Silliman's  American  Journal,  from  which  this  notice  hat  been  taken. 
—Ed.  Ann.  Nat.  Hut. 

Ann.  ^  Mag.  N.  Hist     Vol.xa.  2B 
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as  found  fossil  in  the  strata  of  Great  Britain,  with  the  iiddition  of 
many,  which  though  described  in  continental  \Arorks,  have  hitherto 
been  unnoticed  at  home.  The  gen^c  relations  of  fossils  have  eri- 
dently  been  more  carefully  inquired  into  in  the  doiistructioB  of  tliiei 
catalogue  than  is  usual  in  geological  writings,  and  the  author  has 
brought  a  knowledge  of  living  b^gs  to  bear  on  his  fossil  lore,  with- 
out which  the  latter  would  be,  as  it  in  matiy  cases  is,  (^dmparatively 
useless. 

The  volume  commences  with  a  catalogue  of  plants^  Hioee  who 
are  familiar  with  Mr.  Morris's  former  writings  on  fossil  vegetables 
will  place  implicit  confidence  in  this  chapter,  ^d  will  see  by  tii6 
numerous  references  to  continental  authors  how  very  carefully  it  has 
been  worked  out.  The  Infusoria  follow,  of  which  twenty-one  spede^ 
are  recorded ;  doubtless  many  more  will  be  presently  added  hj  our 
microscopists  to  our  fossil  fauna.  Next  is  a  list  of  Amorphozoa  ar- 
ranged under  eighteen  genera.  Of  Zbophyta  there  is  a  very  ette^^ 
sive  list  and  many  additions  fh>m  foreign  sources.  The  names  o^ 
many  new  species  from  the  Crag  ate  here  given,  descriptions  of  whk^ 
we  hope  Mr.  Searles  Wood,  who  ba^  done  so  much  to  elucidate  thai 
most  interesting  deposit,  will  speedily  publish.  A  long  list  of  Bchi- 
liodermata  follows,  to  which  by  and  by  many  more  vHH  be  added^  el 
present  lying  undescribed  in  private  and  public  cabinets.  Then  come 
seven  genera  and  ten  species  of  anomalous  organic  remains  whieh 
Mr.  Morris  assembles  under  the  head  of  "  Incertts  setUa"  Hie  list 
of  Foraminif  era  well  shows  the  original  character  of  the  Work,  aedng 
that  whilst  the  total  number  of  previously  recorded  British  fossils  ^ 
this  interesting  tribe  wf^  only  twelve,  the  number  here  enumerated 
is  no  less  than  eighty-two  !  Of  Anndides,  Crustacea,  Mollusca  alld 
Vertebrata  tlie  catalogues  are  most  extensive,  and  the  amount  of  new 
and  vieduable  matter  added  too  great  to  give  any  account  of  hete. 

The  Geological  Society  has  twice  awarded  the  Wollaston  Fund  to 
aid  Mr.  Morris  in  preparing  this  catalogue,  and  has  Ijiereby  stamped 
a  public  Bftnetion  on  it.  A  more  useful  undertaking  it  could  n&% 
have  patronized;  and  the  result  is  a  volume  quite  indispensable  to 
zoologist,  botanist  and  geologist. 

PftEPAaiNG  poB  Publication. 

The  foiitth  Fasciculus  of  Mr.  Bericeley's  Fungi  will  Appeal-  in  D^- 
cembelr.    Hie  species  induded  in  it  are  as  follows : — 

Thelepbora  carprophyllaea,  P,  Sphseria  pulicaris,  Fr, 

lacmiata,  P,  Mitrula  cucullata,  Fr, 

cristata,  Fr.  Leotia  lubrica,  P. 

anthocephala,  Fr,  Geoglossum  diffi>rme,  Fr. 

mollisaima,  P.  Mitrula  q>atbulata,  Fr. 

i^ — : —  laevis,  P.  Nidularia  campanulata,  Sibth, 

rubiginosa,  Schrad.  striata,  BulL 

tabacina,  Fr.  Feziza  anomala,  P. 

■  corrugata,  Fr.  var.  calycina,  ^chum, 

' lactea,  Fr.  iPusarium  lateritiute,  Neeit. 

mtniata.  Berk.  Dothidea  colliculosa,  Berk. 

Sphaeria  rubella,  P.  (^cidii  cancellati>  stat.  imp.) 
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Helvetia  crispa,  Fr, 

lacunosa,  jifii. 

elastica,  BuU, 

Sphaen'a  herbarum,  P.  minor. 

Bombarda,  BaUch, 

Erysipbc  communis,  Sckleckt. 

m.  Carduacearum. 
Acrospermum  compressum,  Tode, 
Peziza  rhabarbarina,  Berk. 
Aspei^illus  aurantiacus.  Berk, 
Btd^aria  sarcoidet,  />• 
Peziza  yersifonnu^  P, 
Geaster  rufescens,  P,  minor. 
Sclerotium  Ceps,  Lib. 
Sphspria  comiformis,  Fr. 
Mitrula  paludosa,  Fr. 
Elaphomvces  granulatus,  Fr. 
Cantbarellus  sinuosus,  Fr.  b. 
Petiia  asruginoaa,  Fr. 
Dothidea  pyrenophora,  Fr, 
Sphaeria  nacodium,  P. 
Hymenogaster  citrinua,  FiiL 
Melanogaster  Broomeianus,  Berk. 
Peziza  nisca,  Fr. 
Perisporium  princeps,  Berk. 
Sph«eria  complanata,  Todet  minor. 

(non  diversa  a  num.  267.) 
Phaddium  Patella,  Fr. 
Sphieria  DoUolum,  P. 
^f8ematelia  encepbala,  Fr, 
Pericbena  strobilina,  Fr. 
Illosporium  cameum,  Fr. 
Polvporufl  undatuB,  P. 
Oidium  iiilvum,  Lk. 
Sphseria  xantbostroma,  Mont, 
ClaTaria  uncialis,  Orev. 
Thelephora  cormgata,  Fr. 
Granoinia  granulosa,  Fr. 
Spbaeria  quaternata,  P. 
— ^  canescensy  P. 
Hydnobolites  Tulasnei,  Berk, 
Tuber  nitidum,  ViU. 
Hymenogaster  populetorum,  Tul. 

HIacinus,  Tul. 

Elaphomyces  murlcatus,  Fr, 
Cryptotporiiim  CaHcis»  Cordm, 
^tictis  byaterioides,  Deam. 


Uredo  Colcbici,  Lib, 

sub  Sporisorio. 
Camptoum  curvatum,  Lk, 
Arthrinium  puccinioides,  Kze, 
Coryneum  Kunzei,  Card, 
Erysipbe  communis,  Schleeht, 

Potentillarum. 
Asteroma  Ros«,  Lib, 
Puccinia  Saniculse,  Orev. 
Depazca  Ribicola,  Fr, 
^cidium  Epilobii,  Dee, 

liiesii,  Dew, 

Puccinia  Circle,  P. 
Uredo  Symphyti,  Dec, 
Fusisporium  album,  De$m, 
i£cidium  compositarum.  Mart. 

TiissiWinis. 
Septoria  Leguminum,  Demn. 

o,  Pisorum. 
Spbaeria  Uhydsmoidet,  Bmb, 
Melanospora  cirrhata,  Berk. 
Excipula  graminum,  Cordm, 
Bactridium  flavum,  K%e. 
Xenodocbus  paradoxus,  SehiechL 
Puccinia  Umbilici,  GuSp, 
Spharia  Oetrutbii,  Fr, 
Botrytis  parasitica,  P. 

Lactuce. 
Asteroma  malorum.  Berk, 
Botrytis  crustoia,  Fr. 
Septoria  Anemones,  Deam. 
Botrytis  farinosa,  Fr, 
Uredo  CampanuUe,  P. 
— •  cylindrica,  Strauss, 
Spbaeria  maculaeformis,  P. 
Uredo  Filicum,  Desm. 
ificidium  Bebenis,  Dee, 

Primulce,  Dee, 

Uredo  Circceae,  J.  ^S. 
Puccinia  Ulmariae,  Dec. 
Agaricus  stipitarius,  i>. 
Botrytis  destructor,  Berk, 
Asteroma  labes,  Berk. 
Phacidium  Ranunculi,  Lib, 
Puccinia  Epilobii,  Dec, 
Uredo  Valerianae,  Dub^. 
Puodnia  Primulae,  Grev. 


Anatomkai  MamptdatioK  By  A}ired  Tulk  aod  Arthur  Heahtj. 
The  object  of  this  work  is  to  liimish  the  student  with  a  guide  to 
pursuing  practical  investigations  in  Comparative  Anatomy  ajod  Phy- 
siology. Part  1.  treats  of  Mechanical  Arrangements,  Dissecting  In- 
struments, Injections,  &c.  Part  2.  the  Microscope,  and  the  method 
of  using  it ;  and  Part  3.  Directions  for  Dissecting  and  Preserving  the 
different  systems  of  Organs  throughout  the  Animal  Kingdom.  With 
an  Appendix. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  LEARNED  SOCIETIES. 

ENTOMOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

September  5th,  1842.— W.  W.  Saunders,  Esq.,  F.L.S.,  President,  in 

the  Chair. 

Mr.  Ingall  exhibited  a  monstrous  specimen  of  Bombyx  castrensis^ 
one  side  of  which  was  male  and  the  other  side  female,  the  division 
being  visible  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  body. 

Mr.  Douglas  exhibited  a  specimen  of  Notodonta  Tritophus^  a 
moth  new  to  Britain,  which  he  had  reared  from  a  larva  found  near 
Colchester  in  July  last. 

Numerous  specimens  of  Colias  Hycde  were  exhibited  by  Messrs. 
Evans  and  Stevens,  captured  in  Kent,  Middlesex  and  Sussex ;  and 
many  other  captures  of  the  same  species  in  various  localities  were 
abo  mentioned  by  different  members  present,  Mr.  Marshall  stating 
that  it  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Hoyer,  that  the  great  number  which 
had  been  observed  was  owing  to  the  default  of  the  crops  of  clover 
last  year,  when  a  large  supply  of  seed  was  obliged  to  be  obtained 
from  Trieste,  with  which  it  was  supposed  that  the  eggs  had  been 
imported.  Other  members,  however,  considered  that  this  species 
was  periodical  in  its  appearance,  and  that  the  present  season  was 
one  of  the  periods  of  its  apparition. 

Mr.  S.  Stevens  abo  exhibited  a  fine  specimen  of  Catocala  Frax* 
ini,  captured  a  few  evenings  previous  to  the  Meeting  in  his  garden 
at  Hammersmith,  having  been  attracted  by  sugar  daubed  upon  the 
trunk  of  a  fruit-tree. 

The  following  memoirs  were  read  : — 

'*  Note  on  a  species  of  Acarideous  insect  which  deposits  its  eggs  in 
great  numbers  upon  stones  on  commons."     By  W.  W.  Saunders,  Esq. 

''  Notes  on  the  habits  of  Megachile  WUlughbieUaf  and  Megachile 
centuncttlarisJ*    By  George  Newport,  Esq.,  V.P.E.S. 

The  first  portion  of  this  paper  contained  an  account  of  the  for- 
mation of  the  nests  of  the  former  of  these  species  of  bees  in  the 
swing-pole  or  lever  of  one  of  the  gates  of  the  locks  at  Gloucester, 
communicated  by  Mr.  Clegram ;  the  situation  selected  by  the  bees 
being  evidently  very  favourable  to  them,  as  in  a  space  of  fifteen 
inches  long  by  five  inches  square,  as*  many  as  300  cocoons  were 
found ;  the  operations  of  the  bees  were  also  shortly  described  (long 
previously  and  more  completely  detailed  by  Reaumur  and  others). 
The  second  part  of  the  paper  comprised  a  series  of  minute  observa- 
tions by  the  author  relative  to  a  variation  observed  in  the  economy 
of  the  latter  species,  a  female  of  which  had  been  observed  to  em- 
ploy not  only  rose  leaves,  but  particles  of  cotton  cloth  very  finely 
carded  or  picked  to  pieces,  in  the  construction  of  its  nest,  and 
which  Mr.  Newport  afterwards  discovered  was  adopted  with  the 
view  of  filling  up  cavities  in  the  base  of  the  hole  in  which  it  had 
made  its  nest 

Notice  by  Mr.  A.  White  of  a  monstrous  specimen  of  Prionut 
(Macrotoma)  SenegaknsiSy  in  which  both  antennae  are  furcate  from 
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the  third  joint ;  and  of  a  Cimicideous  insect  from  Sierra  Leone 
(Probanops  dromedarius^  Wh.),  presented  to  the  British  Museum 
hj  the  Rev.  D.  F.  Morgan,  and  subsequently  described  in  the  *  Zoo- 
logist.* 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Boys  to  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Hope, 
dated  Almorah,  April  27)  1842,  containing  notices  of  the  habits  of 
various  species  of  Indian  insects. 

At  Mhow  (Malwa)  he  never  collected  Oryctes  but  in  the  de- 
caying trunks  of  the  wild  date-tree  (Phanix  farinifera,  Roxb.), 
and  constantly  near  its  root  At  Almorah,  however,  he  found  some 
larvae,  which  he  considered  to  be  those  of  that  genus,  amongst  the 
oak  bark  used  by  the  natives  for  tanning.  The  want  of  proper  food 
and  moisture  he  considers  to  be  the  cause  of  the  diminutive  size  of 
many  specimens.  In  the  trunks  of  the  date-trees  he  also  found  the 
larvae  of  a  large  species  of  Calandra.  In  the  high  districts  of 
Mhow  he  found  Colliuris  and  Casnonia  in  profusion  :  the  latter 
also  was  found  "  common  enough  down  below,"  but  not  the  former. 
He  found  carrion  insects  comparatively  few :  many  species  of  Histery 
and  as  far  as  his  own  experience  of  the  plains  went,  one  species  of 
Silphoy  one  of  Oiceoptoma  (neither  very  numerous),  and  Necrobia 
and  Clertis  in  abundance,  were  nearly  the  sum  total. 

He  also  describes  a  species  of  the  Heteromerous  genus  Plaiynotus^ 
which  in  its  habits  is  a  "  true  buryins  beetle,"  and  a  few  of  which 
will  sink  a  crow  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours ;  it  simulates  death 
immediately  it  is  touched,  contracting  its  legs  close  to  its  abdomen. 
Many  beetles  considered  purely  coprophagous  feed  upon  dead  ani- 
mals, and  one  of  these  he  noticed  to  be  very  select  in  its  choice, 
namely  Onthophagus  igneus,  which  he  had  never  been  able  to  take 
except  from  the  dead  bodies  of  serpents.  The  only  insects  he  had 
observed  in  the  nests  of  the  white  ants  are  Hegeter,  Scarites,  Sia- 
gonoy  and  some  species  of  spiders. 

Paussus  he  never  found  there,  but  he  has  no  doubt  that  it  is  the 
case,  as  he  is  inclined  to  think  that  it  ought  to  be  placed  either  with 
or  near  the  CarabieUey  principally  because  he  had  observed  that  se- 
veral species  possess  the  power  of  crepitating  and  discharging  a  va- 
pour which  has  the  same  smell  and  properties  as  that  discharged  by 
the  Brachiniy  and  that  the  joints  of  the  tarsi,  when  the  fresh  insect 
is  examined,  prove  to  be  five  in  each  leg,  and  though  the  first  is  very 
minute,  yet  it  is  well  defined.  He  had  taken  Paussus  by  sweeping 
among  high  herbage,  but  most  frequently  by  spreading  out  a  sheet 
with  a  lighted  candle  in  the  centre  on  a  dark  night. 

Continuation  of  a  memoir  containing  descriptions  of  new  species 
of  Coleoptera  from  Port  Essington,  in  New  Holland.  By  the  Rev. 
F.  W.  Hope. 

Heteromera. 
Trioonotarsus*,  Hope,  nov.  gen. 
Forma  fori  orbicularis,   Cedlo  affinis  EschschoUzii.  Antennae  11- 
arUctdaUBy  extrorsum  magrwtudine  increscerUeSy  temis  ultimis 
•  Tfiyttviit  trianguluty  et  TM^ogy  tar Jtus. 
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mc^aribus.  Caput  cfypeoiniegtv^  uktmoartkmh  pa^Mrrumcy^'- 
drico^  apke  actUo^  pracedenti  mc^ori.  Thorax  antwi  emargina" 
tuSf  scutellum  nidUim,  Elytra  postice  acuminata,  Tibne  oit- 
ticiB  trigofUB  extemSque  dentaUBy  reliqtuB  sin^pUces. 
Sp.  1.  Trigonotarsus  Australia,  Hope.  Ftucusy  atUenaUs  apice 
piceis;  thorace  piloso^  elytrisque  coneoloribus ;  carpus  infra 
squcUidum  et  tomentosum  ;  tibiis  anticu  rubrisy  anirorsikm  tri" 

ris  exteme  dentatisy  dente  majori  in  medio  panto.  Long. 
2iy  lat.  Hd.  H. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  make  the  above  insect  the  type  of  a  new 
genus ;  it  approaches  nearly  to  Caiku  of  Escbscholtz :  as  it  is  my 
intention  to  figure  it  shortly,  I  pass  on  to  other  Heteromera  of  New 
Holland. 

Sp.  2.  Tagenia  funerosa,  Hope.  Algroy  antennis  pilosis  ;  capite 
antice  depresso;  thorace parum  eonvexo;  elytris  striato-punctatis 
et  Mrautisy  pedibusque  nigris.     Long.  lin.  %  lat.  lin.  \. 

This  insect  inhabits  Van  Diemen*s  Land. 

Sp.  3.  Tagenia  leucospila,  Hope.  Nigroy  antennis  incrassatis  et 
pilosisy  ec^nte  punctato  aUnsque  capUlis  asperso  ;  thorax  trans^ 
verse  impressus  et  punctulatus  ;  elytra  fortiter  punctatOy  punctis 
duplici  serte .  signatis  lineisque  aliquot  elevatis  pilosisy  variis- 
que  macuUs  cdbis  pilosis  per  discum  aspersis  pedibusque  nigris. 
Long.  lin.  %  lat,  kn.  |-. 

This  species  occurs  at  Port  Essington  and  at  Swan  River,  and  I 
believe  also  at  Van  Diemen^s  Land. 

Sp.  4.  Platynotus  insularis,  Hope.  Niger y  capitefer^  quadrato  ; 
thorace  glabratOy  posticd  angulatOf  marsinibus  elevatis ;  efytra 
excavatO'pundatay  apicibus  subacuHusctuis ;  corpus  infrd  nigrum, 
tarsis  piceis.    Long.  lin.  7,  lat.  lin.  S. 

I  have  received  this  insect  irom  Melville  Island ;  a  very  minute 
specimen  has  reached  me  also  from  Port  Essington. 

Sp.  5.  Opatrum  sphaeroides,  Hope.  Nigrum,  elypeo  emarginatOf 
antennis  ultimis  articulis  increscentibus  et  piceis;  thorax  punc^ 
tulatus  ;  elytra  rugosay  subtuberculatOy  pilosa  ;  corpus  infrd  ni- 
grum, pedibus  concoloribuSy  tarsis  exceptis  piceis.  Long.  lio.  2^^ 
lat.  lin.  1|. 

Sp.  6.  Opatrum  piceitarsis,  Hope.  Fuscum^  capite  antiei  im- 
pressOy  atUennis  piceis;  thorax  fer^  quadratuSy  angulis  asUicis 
pariim  producUs  et  acutisy  posticis  vix  rectis ;  eiytra  striato- 
punctata  ;  thorace  triple  longiora  ;  corpus  infrd,  fusco-griseumy 
femoribus  tibiis  coneoloribus  tarsisque  piceis.  Long.  lin.  S|,  lat. 
lin.  1. 

Sp.  7.  IsopteronOpatroideSjHope.  Fuscumycmtennisrtdnxhpiceis; 
thorace  angulis  anticis  subacutiSy  posticis  fere  rectis  ;  eluira  stri- 
ato-punctata  ;  corpus  infrd  atrum  punctatumy  femoribus  tibiis 
eoncoloribus  tarsisque  piceis.  Long.  lin.  4,  lat.  lin.  1^. — Hab. 
Western  Australia. 

Sp.  8.  Asida  serricoUis,  Hope.  NigrOy  antennis  tarsisque  piceis  ; 
thorace  vcUde  emarginato  lateribusqtte  exteme  serratis;  elytra 
aliquot  lineis  minutis  punctisque  elevatis  per  totum  discum 
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atfmrm;  corpm  imfr^  eancohrt  (arris  esMpiUpmii.  Long, 
lio.  4i,  Ut.  lio.  2. 
Sp.  9«  EodophJ^eus  Aufttralis,  Hope.  Plavo-brunneui^  anienrUs 
nigrieamiwu9  pUoris  ;  Monu?  of^pUis  anticis  pariun  profUtctts^ 
posticis  recti  ofiutUy  disco  line4  Umgitudinali  macuid  uirinque 
mgrieanH  insignito  ;  elytra  flava  brunneoque  colore  variegata  ; 
corpus  infrd  concolory  tarsis  infrdflavo-comatis.  Loag.  liD.  df , 
lat*  lio.  l\. 

Spr  IQ*  Eodophtaua  variicorois,  Hope,  Nigery  antemiis  atris  or- 
a^mUs  fwimsdam  fiavis  et  pUms ;  capite  atro  nitido ;  thorax 
excavatuSf  antid  mgerypostice^fiavtUytnacuUs  dtuzbus  cUro-piiosis 
ante  saUeliumpositis  /  scutellum^vum  ;  elytra  sulcata^  lineato- 
puneUUa,Jiavobru»meoqtte  colore  variegata  i  corpus  it^frd  griseO' 
flavum.    Long.  Un.  ^\%  buU  lin.  !• 

I  received  the  above  from  the  vieioity  of  Adelaide. 

Sp,.  U.  Neomida  tetraspilota,  Hope.  Aira^  capite  antice  rubro  ; 
thorace  nigro  et  nitido  i  elytra  concoloriOfquatuormaculisrubris 
insignitOf  bitus  ad  humeros  binaque  aUtB  ad  apicem  posita  ; 
corpus  infrd  nigrumy  pectore  utrinque  rufescentiy  pedibusque 
rubris.    liODg.  Hd,  If,  lat.  lio.  i. 

Sp.  12.  Tetrapbyllus  siunptuosus,  Hope.  Violacea,  atUenniscon- 
coloribus;  thorace  antice  posticSque  eyaneo,  lateribus  auratis; 
efytra  striata-punctatOy  binisfasciis  auratis  insignita  apicibusque 
concoloribuSf  medio  disci  late  viotaceo  nuundisque  duaous  cyaneis 
ante  apicem  positis ;  corpus  infrd  abdomine  vio/ofieo,  pectore 
femorious  auratisy  tibiisque  cyaneis.    Long.  lin.  Q^y  lat  lin.  Ijt, 

Sp.  IS.  Cnoduloo  longipeanis,  Hope.  Affine  Cn.  oupreo,  Fab.  Ob- 
longumy  thorace  atro  $  efytris  viridi-purpurascentibus  striato- 
punctdtis,  punctis  minutis  ;  corpore  ifrfrd  atro  et  nitido.  Long, 
lio.  7i,  lat.  Ho.  Si. 

Sp.  14.  CnoduloD  cupripenoiB,  Hope.  Oblongunty  thorace  atrO' 
teneo,  subtilissime  punctulato,  cmtennis  nigris;  elytra  cupreo- 
^eneoy  vix  sub  lente  striato-punctatOy  punctis  sparsim  aspersis ; 
corpus  infrd  nigrum.    Long.  lio.  6},  lat  lio.  Sf. 

Sp.  15.  Coodulon  cupricoUe,  Hope.  Oblongum,  thorace  rori-cu- 
preoglabroyantennis atris;  elytra  olivaceo^ridiay  lineaio-punc* 
tatay  punctis  minutis  ;  corpus  infrd  nigrum.  Long.  lin.  5^,  lat 
Hn.2i. 

The  above  ijjksect  inbabits  Melville  Island. 

Sp.  16.  Cnodulon  puncticoUe.  Oblongumy  thorace  atroy  punctu- 
loto ;  elytris  cupreo-esmis  sulcato-punctfUiSy  svdcis  fortiter  punc' 
tatisy  punctis  inter  sirias  minutis ;  corpus  infrd  nigrum  et  niti" 
du$n*    Loog.  lin.  6>  lat  lin.  S. 

Sp.  17.  Cw>dulon  aulcipennit,  Hope.  Oblongumy  thorace  atro 
glabra  elytrisque  cupreo-aneis  stUcatopunctatiSy  sulds  fortiter 
impressisy  interstitiig  striarvm  Javibus ;  corpore  i$\frd  nigra  et 
nitido.    Long.  lin.  4^,  lat  lin.  2. 

Sp.  18.  Cnodulon  pijoicorne.  Oblongum,  thorace  atro  antennisgue 
piceis ;  elytra  cupreo-ienea  purpurascentiay  striato-punctata  ; 
corpus  ijf^i  nigrumy  femoribus  concoloribus,  tibiis  tarsitfque 
brunneo-piiceis.     Long.  lin.  4,  lat.  lin.  1  f . 
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Sp.  19.  CnoduloD  cyanipennis,  Hope.  Obhngwm^  thoraee  trape- 
zaidali  nigroy  anttd  cantraciOf  posUd  dUatato  ;  elytra  Ueti  cyO" 
nea,  striato-punctata  ;  corpus  infra  nigrtim,pMbus  antennisque 
concoloribusy  antennis  qtuUuor  uUimis  articulis  magniiudine  in- 
crescentHnu  ;  tarns  infra  Jlaivo-comatis.  LoDg.  lin.  6,  lat.  lin.  2. 

This  insect,  from  the  shape  of  the  thorax,  ought  to  be  separated 
from  Cnodulon. 

Sp.  20.  Cnodulon  anthracinum,  Hope.  Airunhpracedentiajffinej 
caput feri  quadratumy  antennis  palpisque  piceis ;  thorax  glaber, 
dytris  striato-punctaiis  ;  corpore  infra  concolori  et  nitido.  Loog. 
lin.  4,  lat  lin.  \i. 

I  possess  about  ten  other  species  of  Cnodulon  which  are  unde- 
•cribed.  It  appears  that  there  are  two,  if  not  three,  subgenera  in- 
cluded at  present  amongst  the  New  Holland  insects  ranked  as  Cno^ 
dtUon. 

Sp.  21.  Tenebrio  longipennis.  Niger,  thoraee  fcri  quadraJtOy  an-- 
gulis  anticis  rotundatis,  posUcis  acutis  et  denticulatis ;  dytris 
striatO'punctfitis  nitidis  atris  ;  corpore  infrct  pedibusque  concoio^ 
ribus.    Long.  lin.  8,  lat.  lin.  2. 

Sp.  22.  Tenebrio  convexiusculus,  Hope.  Niger jpmecedenti  affinis 
at  minor  ;  thoraee  convexiori  ;  efytrisfortissimepunctatiSypunc^ 
Usque  majoribus  valde  impressis.    Long.  lin.  6,  lat.  lin.  1^. 

Sp.  23.  Tenebrio  cyanipennis,  Hope.  Ater,  antennis  brunneo^ 
piceis  ;  thoraee  nigro-violaceoyfere  glabro  ;  dytris  striato-punc^ 
tcUis  et  cyaneis;  corpus  infrd  nigruniy  femaribus  tibiis  picdsy 
tarsisque  infrd  fiavo-comatis.    Long.  lin.  5i,  lat.  lin.  1|. 

Sp.  24.  Helops  latipennis,  Hope.  Nigro-chalybeusy  thoraee  feri 
quadrato  depresso  et  punctata  ;  antennis  cUriSy  quatuor  umnds 
articulis  piceis  ;  dytra  thoraee  latiora,  postice  paritm  dilatata^ 
subtilissimi  punctata  et  viridi-chalybea ;  corpus  infrd  nigrum 
nitidumyfemoribus  tibiis  palpisque  piceisy  tarsisque  infrd  JlavO' 
comatis.    Long.  lin.  10,  lat.  lin.  4. 

Sp.  25.  Allecula  Pimeloides,  Hope.  Nigray  antennis  piceo^omen" 
tosis  ;  thoraee  convexoy  angulis  anticis  rotundatis  ;  elytra  thoraee 
triplo  longioraySubacuminatayStriato-pum^atay  striis  haudfortiter 
impressis  ;  corpus  infrd  nigrumy  ultimo  segmento  abdominis  in 
medio  flavo-maculato.     Long.  lin.  8,  lat  lin.  2^. 

Sp.  26.  Allecula  Omophiloides,  Hope.  Nigray  thoraee  depresso 
convexoy  angulis  poslieis  subacutisy  latertbus  medio  dilatatis; 
dytra  striato-punctatay  postid  valdi  dilatata  ;  corpus  infrd  ni- 
grum punctatum  tarsisque  infrd  Jlavo-^^matis.  Long.  lin.  6, 
lat.  lin.  2. 

Sp.  27.  Allecula  melancholica,  Hope.  Nigra,  thoraee  fer^  rotun- 
datOy  punctulatOy  dytrisqtie  striato-punctatisy  postice  gradaOm 
dilaUUis,  corpus  infrd  nigrum.    Long.  lin.  5|,  lat.  lin.  1^. 

Sp.  28.  Allecula  canescens,  Hope.  Fusco-griseay  thoraee  albido* 
tomentoso;  dytris  striato-punetatis,  fusco^nerascentibus  seu  aU 
bidis  capiUis  obsitis ;  corpus  infrd  coneolor.  Long.  lin.  6,  lat. 
lin.  2. 

Sp.  29.  Allecula  foveicollb,  Hope.  Picea,  thoraee  glabra,  foved 
impressd  rotundatd  utrinque  notato;   elytra  striaUhpunetata, 
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piceOj  punctis  fortiier  insculpti*  ;  corpus  infrdconcotor^pedUmi 
pallidioribus.     Long.  tin.  5,  lat.  tin.  1^. 

Sp.  30.  Allecula  Gouldii.  Affinis  priscedenti  at  minor  ;  picea^  tho* 
race  glabro  convexo  ;  elytris  pariim  pallidioribus  striato-punC' 
tatisj  punctis  leviter  impressis;  corptis  infra  rubro-piceum. 

Named  in  honour  of  Mr.  Gould,  the  ornithologist. 

Sp.  31.  Allecula  nigricans,  Hope.  Atro-picea,  thorace  punctU" 
lata  ;  elytris  striatopunctatis^  inter stitiis  striarum  sparsim  punc* 
tatis  ;  corpus  infra  picetim^pedibus  concoloribus.    Long.  lin.  4^^. 

This  species  was  also  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Gould  from  Port  Essington. 

"  Notice  of  a  case  of  Myasis,**  by  Dr.  Henry  Johnson  (commu- 
nicated by  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Hope),  in  which  specimens  of  the  larvsB 
of  Anihomyia  canicularis  had  been  discharged,  in  June  1842,  by  the 
aid  of  moderately  active  aperients,  from  the  stomach  of  Elizabeth 
Ball,  aged  35,  the  wife  a  hawker  (and  who  had  for  six  months  pre- 
viously been  ill)  at  Shrewsbury,  specimens  of  which  had  been  for- 
warded to  Mr.  Hope,  together  with  a  highly  magnified  figure  of  the 
insect,  drawn  by  W.  A.  Leighton,  Esq.,  agreeing  with  that  figured  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  Entomological  Society.  Dr.  Johnson  more- 
over suggested  the  inquiry,  whether  the  larvae  produce  the  disorder 
of  the  stomach,  or  are  they  secondary  consequences  of  unhealthy 
digestion  ?  the  latter  opinion  gaining  ground  at  the  present  time 
among  medical  men. 

The  Rev.  F.  W.  Hope  also  communicated  an  extract  of  a  notice  by 
Dr.  Davis  of  Presteign,  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Exeter  Meeting 
of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  containing  a 
notice  of  a  case  in  which  a  number  of  Millepedes^  or  wood-lice  as 
they  were  termed  (but  which  proved  upon  examination  to  be  a  spe- 
cies of  Oniscus)y  had  been  discharged  from  the  stomach  of  a  boy 
fifteen  years  old,  who  for  some  months  had  complained  of  pain  in 
his  stomach  which  did  not  yield  to  common  remedies,  until  he  was 
relieved  by  a  strong  emetic  which  caused  him  to  vomit  a  consider- 
able number  of  these  insects,  mostly  alive  and  full-grown,  but  want- 
ing the  brown  colour  of  those  found  in  natural  situations,  being 
chiefly  white.  There  were  sufficient  to  have  filled  a  common-sized 
teacup.  Dr.  Davis  considered  that  the  ova  had  been  swallowed  by 
the  boy  with  his  food,  especially  as  he  has  frequently  observed  the 
insects  buried  in  bacon,  which  is  sometimes  eaten  raw  by  children. 

The  Rev.  F.  W.  Hope  also  stated  that  he  had  lately  seen  at  Tun- 
bridge  Wells  the  larva  of  a  Coleopterous  insect  which  had  caused 
severe  illness  in  a  female  until  it  was  removed  by  violent  medicine. 

October  3. — W.  W.  Saunders,  Esq.,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

The  President  exhibited  some  singular  exotic  Hymenopterous 
insects  belonging  to  the  genera  Nomia  and  Eucharis. 

Mr.  Thurston  Thompson  exhibited  a  specimen  of  the  small  com- 
mon edible  crab  (Carcinus  manas^^  on  the  back  of  which  a  madre- 
pore had  grown  several  times  larger  than  the  crab. 

The  Secretary  read  some  extracts  from  a  letter  addressed  to  him- 
self by  Robert  Templeton,  Esq.,  R.A.,  at  present  at  Colombo  in 
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CeyUm,  tcntmmng  mimitely  detailed  desmptions  of  0e¥entl  species 
of  the  genera  Cermatia  fuid  Lepisma^  aecompanied  by  drawiogs. 

^  Description  of  a  new  genus  of  Ltieanida  from  New  Zealand.** 
By  Captain  F.  Parry,  F.L.S. 

MiTOPHYLLus,  Pitrry.  Forma  Platyeeri  Caraboides  cU  magis 
cylindricus,  apice  dytrorum  rotundato  /  cmienruB  lO-articulaUBy 
articulis  Sims  uUimis^  intus  ramum  valde  elongotum  pUasum 
singuktHm  emiUentibus ;  mandibfda:  ^  crasscB  porrecUB,  capitis 
longitudinet  apice  curvatce  et  in  dentem  erectum  supra  prodwsUc  ; 
maxiUUB  partxB^  lobo  extemo  laciniiformi  ;  metUum  magnitudine 
mediocri  kUerilms  rotuncUxtis, 

Mitopkyllufl  irroratus,  Parry.  Rubro-piceus,  macuUs  obseuris  alrisy 
per  totum  corpus  aspersis  ;  tnandibuUs  pomctis  recurvis,  antiei 
acicUs posticiquedmUculcUis  /  Ubiis  4  aniicis  in  medio  eastiksimi' 
deniatis.  Long.  eorp.  lin.  44«^^Habitat  in  Nova  Zelandift  upvkd 
porCum  NichoIsonL 

The  commencement  of  a  memoir  on  various  generic  belonging  to 
the  families  Geotrupidcs  and  TrogidcB.    By  J.  O.  Westwood,  ^sq. 

November  7- — W.  W.  Saunders,  Esq.,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Rev.  F.  W.  Hope  exhibited  various  new  and  beautiful  insects 
from  the  Kasya  Hills  near  Sylhet. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Saunders  exhibited  a  box  of  Hymenopiera  and  Dipfera 
from  Albania,  collected  by  S.  S.  Saunders,  Esq.,  British  Consul 
there,  and  comprising  several  of  considerable  interest :  abo  some  of 
the  nests  of  Mggale  lonica. 

Mr.  F.  Bond  exhibited  and  subsequently  presented  to  the  Society 
a  specimen  of  Locusta  ChrisHi,  taken  at  Childs*hill  near  Hampstead 
in  August  last  He  had  kept  it  alive  more  than  a  month,  feeding 
it  OB  grass,  which  it  devoured  with  great  voracity.  He  also  exhibited 
a  drawing  of  a  monstrosity  occurring  in  one  of  the  claws  of  the  com- 
mon crab,  which  was  doubled. 

Mr.  Lovel  exhibited  specimens  of  a  small  species  of  Apatc^  which 
had  proved  extremely  injurioufi  to  walnut-tree  gunnstocks  imported 
from  Dauphiny,  the  insects  burrowing  into  the  heart  of  the  wood 
whilst  in  a  green  state.  Many  former  cargoes  had  been  received 
without  any  such  injury,  and  it  was  desira]^le  to  learn  under  what 
circomstaoces  this  injur}-  might  be  prevented,  or  at  what  period  of 
die  year  it  would  be  most  serviceable  to  cut  down  the  stocks  so  as 
to  prevent  the  damage. 

Mr.  S.  Stevens  exhibited  a  long  sa*ie8  of  British  Noctua  belong- 
ing to  the  genus  Nanagria^  clearly  proving  that  N.  ItUosa^  pUicomis 
and  crassicomis  are  but  varieties  of  one  species. 

Mr.  Westwood  exhibited  specimens  of  a  Noctuideous  larva,  ap- 
parently of  the  genus  Agrotis,  forwarded  to  him  by  Dr.  Johnston 
of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  which  had  proved  extremely  injurious  to 
the  potatoe  crops  in  that  neighbourhood. 

The  following  memoirs  were  read : — 

A  detailed  account  of  the  case  of  Mgasis  noticed  at  the  last  Meet- 
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iog  of  the  Society  by  Dr.  H.  Johnson,  with  references  to  an  uudo- 
goos  ca«e  reported  in  the  Medical  Transaotions  (toL  i.  p.  53),  and 
to  Dr.  A.  Farre's  paper  on  the  anatomy  of  the  larra  of  Anthomyia 
canieularii^  published  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Microscopical  So- 
ciety, vol.  i.  pt  1.  p.  51. 

^  Notices  of  Entomological  captures  at  Stockton- npon-Tees.'*  By 
John  Hogg,  Esq.,  F.L.I^  &c ;  namely,  two  specimem  of  Vaneua 
Antiapa;  one  seen  on  August  7, 1831,  and  the  other  taken  on  Sep- 
tember 2, 1842,  at  Norton  House,  the  residence  of  the  writer.  Also  a 
specimen  of  Vanessa  Cardui  in  1842,  not  seen  since  1826  and  1834. 
Arffymtis  Paphioy  captured  August  28,1828,  and  again  in  September 
1842  on  iowers ;  thus  being  later  in  the  time  of  their  appearance 
than  in  the  south  of  England.  The  caterpillars  of  Spkinsf  Atropos 
were  abundant  in  potatoe-fields  in  October  1837,  and  again  in  1842 ; 
but  the  only  math  of  that  species  was  caught  there  about  thirty-two 
years  since. 

Vespsi  BrkanmoOy  Leach,  had  been  not  uncommon,  its  nest  not 
being  larger  than  an  orange,  and  of  a  very  beautiful  and  delicate 
workmanship.  One  of  the  specimens  taken  out  of  one  of  these  nests 
is  so  much  larger  in  its  size,  that  Mr.  Hogg  considers  it  to  be  the 
queen-wasp^  or  mother  of  the  nest,  as  she  was  the  only  one  of  the 
colony  which  would  not  leave  the  nest,  which  was  taken  on  the  30th 
of  July;  the  wasps  which  escaped  therefrom,  six  or  eight  in  number, 
immediately  b^inning  to  build  another  near  the  same  spot,  and 
suspending  tt  to  the  dry  stalk  of  the  gar^n  pea,  working  at  it  most 
diUgently  for  four  dars,  when  they  forsook  it,  owing  either  to  the 
qtteen-wasp  beiug  taken  or  to  the  rain  and  decay  o^  the  pea-stalk. 
The  fine  paper-like  substance  of  which  the  nest  was  composed  was 
fanned  by  the  wasps  chewing  pieces  of  the  dry  aid  pea  leaves^  as  he 
had  observed. 

Another  species  (wbicfa,  from  constructing  a  much  larger  nest 
ander  the  branch  of  a  bush,  he  considered  to  be  Vespa  HoUaiica  ?), 
whilst  building  the  nest,  busily  ate  or  gnawed  the  membrane  or  por^ 
tion  of  the  ^/reen  leaves  of  a  purple  gage-plum  tree  which  was  close 
to  their  nest,  and  to  and  from  which  they  quickly  flew  and  returned. 

Ve^M  vulgaris  elaborates  a  coarser  and  stronger  substance  for 
the  manufacture  of  its  nest,  and  which  is  chiefly  coMpoaed  of  de- 
cayed wood  ;  as  Mr.  Hogg  had  often  seen  these  wasps  busily  gnaw- 
ing the  decayed  part  of  a  gate-^ost,  Jcc,  «nd  then  fly  oif  to  their 
nest :  in  fact  he  adds,  that  ''one  of  the  easiest  modes  of  discovering 
iheir  nests  is  to  follow  them  when  they  are  so  esgaged.*' 

Continuation  of  a  memoir  on  the  GeotrupicUe  and  TrogidiB^  By 
J.  a  Westwood,  F.L.S. 

^  Descriptions  of  some  new  Coleopterous  insects  Arom  the  Kasya 
Hais,  near  the  boundary  of  Assam.**  By  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Hope. 
Lucanus  Can  tori.  Piceo-brunneus  aurataque  pttbescenda  tectus  ; 
mandibtdis  exsertis  in  medio  dente  majcri  armatis  apicibus  sub- 
Jurcatis;  clypeo  defkxo  irigono^  tkoracefere  utin  L.  bilunifero, 
femaribus  rubrO'Corallinis.  Long.  corp.  (J  lin.  31,  ?  18.  Affinis 
L.  viiloso,  Hope. 
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Luoanus  MearesiL     Ntger^  mandUmUs  eauertU  in  medio  umtden- 

UUiSy  apidbus  lati  furcatis^  defite  parvo  feri  ad  basin  pogito  ; 

elytrig  nigro-aneis  nitidis  et  svbtUissime  punctukuis  capilUs^fue 

Jlavis  aspersis,  tibiis  rubro-piceis.  Long.  (mand.  inclus.)  lin.  28. 

From  Sylbet    Affinis  prcBcedenti. 

Lucanus  platycephalus.  Niger ^  mandibulis  thorace  parian  kmgi^ 
oribtis,  apicUms  furcato-dentatis  ;  caput  antice  latum^  ultra  oeu- 
las  porrectum  ;  thorax  transverso-quadratus^  utrinque  postice 
fosstdatus ;  elytra  fere  ylabrOy  corpus  infrd  concolor.  Long^. 
lin.  10. 

Lucanus  Maclellandi.  Rubro-piceus,  mandibulis  ccqnle  thoracegue 
minoribtis  interne  multiderUatis,  apidbus  actUis  ;  capite  aniieS 
fasstda  supra  oculos  impresso  sparsimque  subvarioloso  ;  thorttee 
angtdis  posUcis  obliquis ;  tibiis  anticis  exteme  stdfdenliculatist 
posticis  i  inermibus.     Long.  lin.  8. 

Dorcus  Antaeus.  Niger,  niHdus  et  glabratus,  sub  lente  tenuissime 
granulatusy  kUissimus  valdi  depressus  ;  elylris  hevibus^  dypeo 
lato  ;  mandibuUs  cUplanatis,  inius  denteforti  armatis,  apicibus 
acutis  ;  tibiis  anticis  dentictdatis,  posticis  4  unickntatis.  Lon^. 
lin.  31. 

Received  from  Dr.  Cantor,  and  allied  to  Lucanus  Titan^  Bdv^ 
L.  bilunatus,  DeH.,  and  L.  bucepbalus,  Westw. 

Dorcus  Tit3'U8.  Niger,  mandibulis  capite  thoraceque  eequaUbus, 
interne  denticulatis,  dente  fortifere  ad  basin  posito,  apidbus  sub- 
fiircatis  ;  caput  thorace  latius,  clypeo  subbijido  ;  thorax  semilu- 
naris, lateribus  in  medio  dilatatis  ;  elytra  gradatim  aitenuata  ; 
tibia  antic€B  multidentatce.  Long.  lin.  29^.  From  Sylhet. 
Unique  in  Captain  Parry's  collection. 

Dorcus  Reichei.  Niger,  capite  thoraceque  €equalibus,  mandibulis 
ad  basin  inermibus,  ante  apicem  dente  forti  subbijido  armatis, 
apicibus  subfurcatis  ;  elytra  thorace  parum  minora  atro-castO' 
nea ;  corpus  infrd  nigrum.  Long.  lin.  24.  From  the  Kasya 
hills  and  also  from  Sylhet 

Dorcus  puuctilabris.  Niger,  mandibulis  exsertis  ;  capite  thorace^ 
que  minoribus,  intemi  bidentatis,  dentibus  minutis  apicibusque 
acutis ;  elytra  linecUo-punctata,  punctis  aspersis  ;  tibiis  anticis 
muUidentatis,  ^posticis  unidentatis.    Long.  lin.  17^. 

Dorcus  Blanchardi.  Affinis praxedenti,  niger  ;  mandibulis  exserOsy 
capite  thoraceque  minoribus  subvarioloso-punctatis,  dente  robusto 
ad  medium  posito,  secundo  minuto,  apicibusque  acutis  ;  dytra 
crebrissimipuncttdata;  pedes  sicut  in  specie  pracedente.  Long, 
lin.  16. 

Dorcus  cognatus.  Affinis  prtecedenti,  niger  ;  mandibulis  impuno^ 
talis,  dente  forti  fere  in  medio  posito,  2ndo  valde  minuto  ;  dytra 
glabra  niHda,  lateribus  Uneato-punctatis ;  pedes  utint),  Blan- 
chardi.   Long.  lin.  17. 

From  the  Himalayas.    In  Captain  Parry's  collection. 

Dorcus  Chevrolatii.  Affinis  D.  Saigse,  Fabr.  Niger,  mandibuUs 
exsertis  arcuatis  ;  capite  longioribus  in  medio,  inius  lato  dente  ar» 
matis,  apicibus  subfurcatis  ;  elytra  piceo-^xutanea,  fore  glabra 
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ad  apicem  gradaUm  decrescentia  ;  corpus  infrd  nigro-piceum* 
Long.  lin.  ^. 
Djnastes  Cantori.    Atro-picetu,  comu  capitis  recurvo  robusto ; 
thorace  antice  bicomuto  ;  elytris  obscure  piceis,  marginibus  ear- 
teme  pailidi  castanets  ;  corpus  infrd  rubro-piceum  ;  tibiis  tar^ 
sisque  nigricantibus.    Long.  ($  lin.  26,  $  lin.  24. 
Lamia  DownesiL     Affinish.  Roylii,  Hope,  at  minor,    Nigroy  an- 
tennis  corpore  longioribus ;  elytris  apicibus  intemi  et  extern^ 
mucronatiSt  ad  basin  scabris  maculis  decern  Jlavis  notatis  ;  cor- 
pus  infrd  fusco-nigrum.     Long.  lin.  27. 
Lamia  Parr}'i.     Griseo-nigra,  antennis  corpore  longioribus  ar- 
ticuhs  scabris^  elytris  ad  basin  mammiUatO'Scabris  maculis  albis 
8  notatis;   corpus  infra  fusco-griseum,  lateribus  albo-vittatis. 
Long.  lin.  17^* 
From  Sylhet 

Mr.  Edward  Doubleday  mentioned  that  he  had  observed  a  speci- 
men oF  the  female  of  the  singular  Lepidopterous  genus  Bpicopeia^ 
Westw.,  in  a  collection  of  Indian  insects  recently  arrived  in  England, 
and  in  which  the  antennae  are  perfectly  simple. 

ZOOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 
December  13, 1842  (continued). — Prof.  H3rmer  Jones  in  the  Chair. 
The  exhibition  was  resumed  of  hitherto  undescribed  shells  con- 
tained in  the  collection  formed  by  Mr.  Cuming  in  the  Philippine 
Islands,  and  the  following  descriptions  of  them,  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Jonas, 
were  communicated  to  the  Meeting. 

Hblix  Zbus.  HeL  testd  perforatd,  orbiculatd,  subdepresso-convexd, 
rugis  ohliquis  striisque  spiralibus  elevatis  sculptd ;  anfractihus  4^ 
convexis ;  ultimo  medio  angulato,  supra  carinam  depresso,  infritque 
inflato  ;  colore  brunneo,  lineisflavis  ziczacformibus  ohliquis  supern^ 
pictd,  infern^  rubrd,fascid  latd  fused  infra  carinam  omatd;  aper- 
turd  subtrapesiformi,  fauce  albd,  peritremate  acuta,  recto,  supra 
umbilicum  refiexo, 
Hab,  ad  insulam  Mindoro,  Philippinarum. 
Altitudo,  1^  poll ;  latit.  2^  poll. 

This  species  bears  a  great  resemblance  to  Hel,  Otahaitana.    The 
mgulosities  on  the  upper  part  are  more  elevated,  as  on  the  under 
side,  where  the  regular  concentric  lines  are  more  distinctly  visible. 
BuLiMus  CALOBAPTUS.      Bul,  tcstd  umbxUcatd,  ovatO'pyramidali, 
tenui,  subdiaphand,  nitidd,  rubrd  vel  pallidd,  fasciis  flavis  undu- 
losis  longiiudinaliter  pictd,  striis  incrementi  subtilissimis  spiralis 
busque  oculo  nudo  vix  conspicuis  decussatd;  anfractibus  5^  convexis, 
suturis  appressis,  ultimo  dimidiam   testa  partem  ferk  aquante; 
aperturd  ovali,  intits  albd,  marginibus  reflexis,  albis,  sinistra  umbi^ 
licum  partem  accultante, 
Longit.  1^  poll. ;  latitude,  |  poll. 
Hab.  ad  insulam  Mindoro,  Philippinarum. 
In  form  this  beautiful  shell  resembles  Bul.  Myersii,  Miiller. 
Var.  a.  Ground-colour  brownish  red  and  shimng ;  the  longitudinal 
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zigzagged  stripes  are  of  a  golden  yellow  colour,  and  on  the  Iim>«.  vo- 
lution they  are  interrupted  by  a  brown  transverse  line. 

Var.  b.  Ground-colour  pale  yellow ;  the  longitudinal  stripes  as  in 
Var.  a.     No  transverse  line  on  the  last  volution. 

BuLiMUS  BALANOiDBs.  Bul,  testd  impeffoTotd,  ovatd,  albd,  epider- 
mideflttvd,  vittis  spadiceo-mfis  cinctd;  anfraciibus  senis  convexnu- 
cults,  ultimo  cateros  vix  aquante,  bast  viridi;  apertttrd  ovatd,  iniis 
albd,  peritremate  incrassato,  reflexo,  albo,  fusco-margiMUo  ;  colm- 
melld  rectd. 
Longit.  1^  poll. ;  latit.  f  poll. 
Hab.  ad  insulam  Mindoro,  PhiHppinarum. 

This  shell  bears  great  resemblance  to  the  Bul,  ovatus.  The  body- 
whorl  has  three  brownish  bands,  and  the  others  have  two,  one  in  the 
middle  and  the  second  on  the  suture ;  this  last  band  is  interrupted 
by  the  epidermis,  so  that  it  seems  as  if  this  band  was  sprinkled  with 
red  and  yellow  spots,  llie  base  of  the  last  whorl  is  of  a  green  colour 
where  the  columella  is  reflected. 

BuLiMUS  APLOMORPHUS.  Bul,  tcstd  tmper/oratd,  ovato-conoided, 
tenuissim^  striatd,  nitidd  albd,  epidermide  luted;  anfractihus  senis 
convexis,  ultimo  spird  paululiUm  bretnore,  fasciis  iribus  rufo-fuscis 
circumdato ;  und  angustd  ad  suturam,  alterd  latiore  in  medio,  iertid 
circa  columellam;  aperturd  ovoid,  albd,  peritremate  refiexo  albo, 
columeUd  rectd, 

Longit.  1|  poll. ;  latit.  |  poll. 

Hab,  ad  insulam  Mindoro,  Philippinarum. 

This  shell  is  like  Btd,  guimaracensis,  but  more  slender,  and  the 
proportions  of  the  volutions  differ. 

BuLiMus  siMPLBX.  Bul,  tcstd  vmpeffcfrotd,  ovatO'Com)ided,  tenui, 
di(q>kand,  candiddy  epidermide  temdssimd,  viridi,  supemk  evane^ 
scente;  as^ractibus  quinis  conveteis,  subOHter  striatis,  Imeisque 
^iralibus  oculo  armato  sohtmmodb  conspicms  circumdatis,  suturis 
haud  marginatis;  ultimo  antfiractu  dvmdiam  testa  partem  fer^ 
aquante,  obtus^  anguUUo;  aperturd  ovatd,  peritremate  acuta,  sub- 
reflexo,  intHs  limbato;  columeUd  fiJiformi  rectd, 

Longit.  1  poll. ;  latit.  f  poU. 

Hab^  ad  insulam  Mindoro,  Philippinarum. 

Though  this  Bulimus  on  die  first  sight  bears  great  resemblance  to 
the  Bul.  bulkda,  it  is  still  very  distinct. 

Mr.  Fraser  then  characterized  two  new  species  of  Birds  from  West- 
em  Afiica. : — 

Stbix  Poxksis,  Strijp  rostro  cterulescemti-cormeo  ;  facie  albd,  disco 
plumarum  cof^ertissimarum,  iesturd  kolosericd,  circumdatd, — ilKs 
antici  posiHs  albis,  posticis  flavis,  ad  basim  pallentibus, — illis  au- 
thn  genarum  apicibus  nigris;  corpore  supern^,  e  cervimofiavo,  albo 
et  purpureo  crebr^  adsperso,  phtmarum  omnnmt  scapis  bis  terve 
albo  guttatis  cum  spatio  nigra  inter  singulas  gtUtas;  colli  laieribus 
flavis,  et,  ut  apud  dorsum,  guttatis ;  primariis  et  secondariis  feri 
obsolete  fasciatis,  et  sordid^  purpureo  alboque,  spared  guttatis ; 
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ctmdd  via  Jwrcatd,  rHbefcenti-fiavd,  fkico-fasciatd,  ei  apart^  albo 
guttatd;  corpore  subtits  femoribusque  flavescenti^albis  guttis  irian* 
gularibus  nigrescentibus,  sparse  notatis  t arsis  lanugine  brevi,  albd, 
fer^  ad  digitos  spars^  tectis, — his  nigris,  pilis  albis  obsiiis. 
Hab.  Fernando  Po. 

The  specimen  from  which  the  above  deecription  was  taken  was 
procured  at  Clarence,  Fernando  Po,  and  was  the  only  one  that  had 
been  seen  by  the  oldest  colonist  at  that  place. 

Pitta  Pulih.     Pitta  noid  nigrd  a  mandibula  superioris  bast,  super 

verticem  usque  ad  collum  eductd,  et  utrinque  notd  latd  cervind 

marginatd;  plumis  auricularibus  et  colli  lateribus  nigris ;  dorso, 

tectricibusque  alarum  majoribus  metallic^  viridibus;   tectricibus 

alarum  minoribus,  tectricibusque  caud<e  singulis,  ad  apices  pallida 

aeruleis^  instar  cyani ;  primariis,  secondariis,  rectricibusque  cauda 

nigris  ;  primariis  tertid,  quartd,  quintd  et  sextd  per  medium  albo 

fasciatis ;  guld  fer^  albd  corpore  suhtiks  Juscescente-aurantiaco, 

rubido  apud  abdomen  imum  leviter  tineto;  rostro,  tatsis,  digitis, 

unguibusque  appareiMer  rubris. 

Hob,  apud  pagum.  Pent  Lokkoh  dictum.  Sierra  Leone. 

Mr.  Fraser  obsenred  that  considerable  interest  was  attached  to  this 

bird,  for  which  he  was  indebted  to  Robert  Clarke,  Esq.^  Senior  As* 

sistant  Colonial  Surgeon  at  Sierra  Leone-^not  only  on  account  of  its 

being  a  new  species  of  a  somewhat  restricted  group,  but  on  account 

of  its  habitat,  all  the  hitherto  recorded  species  of  Pitta  being  from 

continental  India,  the  Indian  islands,  and  Australia. 

Mr.  Thomson,  who  originally  procured  the  bird,  observes  in  a  note, 
that  the  Pulih,  or  Mocking  Bird,  is  only  found  in  the  Timneh  country ; 
that  its  note  is  exceedingly  sWeet,  and  when  aHmneh  would  pay  an 
orator  or  poet  the  greatest  compliment,  they  say,  "  He  is  a  perfect 
Pulih." 

It  is  most  closely  allied  to  Pitta  brachyura,  Auct. ;  but  differs  from 
that  bird  in  having  the  bill  and  feet  red,  a  band  over  the  eye,  which 
is  tawny,  instead  of  olive  brown ;  in  the  uniform  colouring  of  the 
primaries,  secondaries  and  tail  feathers,  the  two  former  not  being 
tipped  with  white,  nor  the  latter  with  green ;  and  finally,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  red  vent. 

The  following  "  Additional  Measurements  of  the  Blood-Corpusdeft 
or  Red  Particles  of  Mammalia  and  Birds,"  by  (George  Gulliver,  Biq., 
F.R.S.,  were  tead  :— 

**  Many  observations  are  yet  required  to  complete  our  knowledge 
of  the  comparative  anatomy  of  the  blood-corpuscles.  The  present 
contribution  contains  an  account  of  sotAe  observations  which  I  have 
made  since  the  publication^  in  the  BngUeh  version  of  Oerber's  Ana^* 
tomy,  oi  my  Tables  of  Measurements  of  the  Blood-eorpuscles  of 
Mammalia  and  Birds. 

"  In  the  present,  as  in  the  former  tables,  the  measurements  are  all 
expressed  in  vulgar  fractions  of  an  English  inch,  and  as  the  nume- 
rator is  invariably  1,  it  is  omitted  throughout,  the  denominators  only 
being  printed.     In  each  instance  the  measurements  of  the  common- 
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sized  discs  are  first  set  down ;  a  space  is  then  left ;  the  small  and 
large-sized  discs  are  next  noted ;  and  lastly  the  average,  deduced  from 
the  preceding  numbers,  is  placed  beneath  the  line.  The  long  dia- 
meter of  the  oval  blood-discs  is  denoted  by  L.D.  and  the  short 
diameter  by  S.D.  Except  when  noted  to  the  contrary,  the  blood 
was  obtained  from  living  and  adult  animals.  The  measurements  of 
the  nuclei  were  taken  after  their  exposure,  by  the  aid  of  dilute  acetic 
acid  on  the  corpuscles,  which  it  is  necessary  to  state,  since  I  have 
elsewhere*  shown  that  the  form  and  dimensions  of  the  nucleus  are 
materially  affected  by  different  treatment. 

MAMMALIA. 
Fekjb. 
Indian  Badger  (Arctonyx  collaris,  F.  Cuv.)  =  3609 ;  blood  from 
the  vena  cava  after  death.  Malay  Sun  Bear  (Helarcios  Malayanus, 
Horsf.)  =  3562 ;  blood  from  a  prick  of  the  lip.  Red  Puma  (Felis 
unicolorP  Traill)  =  4481 ;  blood  from  a  prick  of  the  skin  of  the  arm. 
Foetal  Kitten,  half  an  inch  long  (Feiis  domestica,  Briss.)  =  2233 ; 
blood  from  the  heart  and  from  the  navel-string  immediately  after 
death.  The  average  size  of  the  corpuscles  is  about  twice  that  of 
the  corpuscles  of  the  mother.  The  corpuscles  of  the  foetus  contained 
distinct  nuclei,  much  resembling  lymph  globules.  The  size  only  of 
the  nucleated  corpuscles  is  above  given ;  there  were  several  much 
smaller  which  presented  no  nucleL  Stoat  (Mustela  Erminea,  Linn.) 
=  4155  ;  blood  from  the  heart  soon  after  death. 

RUMINANTIA. 

Camel  (Camelus  Bacirianus)  :  L.D.  =  3123 ;  S.D.  =  5876 ;  thick- 
ness of  the  discs  =  15210;  pale  globules  =  3348  :  blood  from  a  prick 
of  the  upper  lip .  Red  Deer  ( Cervus  Elaphus,  Linn .)  =  4324 .  Foetus 
of  Fallow  Deer  {Cervus  Dama,  linn.)  =  3478 ;  blood  from  the  heart, 
Jan.  2,  1842,  a  few  hours  after  death.  The  foetus  measured  4^  inches 
from  the  forehead  to  the  buttocks.  The  corpuscles  exhibited  no  di- 
stinct nuclei  when  treated  with  water  or  vegetable  acids.  The  average 
size  of  the  corpuscles  from  the  uterine  veins  of  the  mother  was  r^tJ^ 
of  an  inch.  In  another  foetus  examined  Jan.  12,  and  measunng  six 
inches,  the  corpuscles  did  not  differ  appreciably  from  those  of  the  first 
foetus.  Ibex  (Capra  Caucasica) ;  corpuscles  slightly  smaller  than 
those  of  the  Goat.  The  measurements  are  given  in  this  Journal,  vol.  xi. 
p.  524.  Indian  Bviffalo(Bo8/rontali8,  Lambert)  =  4299 ;  blood  from 
a  vein  of  the  ear. 

RODBNTIA. 

.  Jerboa  (Dipus  jEgyptius,  Hemp,  and  Ehren.)  =  4172  ;  blood  from 
a  vein  of  the  ear.  Common  Porcupine  {Hystrix  cristata,  linn.)  = 
3369  ;  blood  from  a  prick  of  the  skin  of  the  nose.  Common  Hare 
(Lepus  timidus,  Linn.}  =  3560 ;  blood  from  the  heart  two  hours  after 
death. 

•  See  Contributions  to  Minute  Anatomy,  Lond.  and  Edinb.  Phil.  Mag. 
for  August  1842;  and  Remarks  on  the  Shape  of  the  Blood-Corpu&cles  of 
Oviparous  Vertebrata,  Annals  of  Nat.  Hist,  vol.  xi.  p.  525. 
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Marsupiata. 

Mange's  Daayure  (Doiyurus  Maugei,  Geoff.)  =  4084;  blood  from 
a  vein  of  the  ear.  The  corpuscles  scarcely  differ  in  size  from  those 
iji  the  Viverrine  Da8ytii*e,  and  agree  in  form  with  the  corpuscles  of 
the  other  marsufHal  animals,  originally  described  by  me  in  the  '  An- 
nals of  Natural  History/  Dec.  1, 1840. 

AVES. 
Rapacss. 
Angola  Vulture  (Vmltvr  Angolensis,  Lath.) :  L.D.  =  1684 ;  S.O. 
=  3166. 

Omnivorbs. 
Common  Jay  (Ganmlus  glcmdarius,  Flem.)  :  L.D.  s  2064 ;  S.D. 
=  3878 ;  nuclei  4000  to  10666 :  blood  from  the  heart  quickly  after 
death.  Bw>V{Cwvu$frugUegu8,Uxiii.)i  L.D.  =  1894;  S.D.s3I96; 
nuclei  4572  to  9140 :  blood  from  the  heart  a  few  hours  after  death. 
Magpie  {Conms  Pica,  Linn.)  :  L.D.  =  1953 ;  S.D.  =  3365  ;  thick- 
ness of  the  discs  =  1 1600  ;  nuclei  4245  to  1 1 138 :  blood  from  the 
heart  an  hour  after  death.  Red-winged  Starting  {Stumnu  preda^ 
tortus,  Wilson)  :  LJ).  =  2133 ;  S.D.  =  4175 :  blood  from  the  heart 
seven  hours  after  death. 

IvSBCTiyOBii. 

Pied  WagtaU  (MotaciUa  alba,  Unn.) :  L.P.  ^  21 82 ;  S.D.  =s  3600; 
nuclei  4000  to  10666 :  blood  from  the  heart  soon  after  death.  Sedge 
WBihler  (Sylvia  Phragmite8,  Bechs.) :  L.D.  =  2003  ;  S.D.  =  3550: 
blood  from  the  heart  nine  hours  after  death.  The  corpuscles  are 
notably  larger  than  those  of  most  of  its  congeners. 

GaANiyOBiB. 

Lddigo  Biid  {FringiUa  cyanea,  Wilson)  :  L.D.  =  2144 ;  S.D.  = 
9741 :  blood  from  a  vein  of  the  pinion.  Gh^eenfindi  (Fringilla  Ckloris, 
Temm.):  L.D. s:  2232;  S.D.  ss  3600;  muclei4000to  10666  c  biood 
from  the  heart  a  few  minutes  after  death.  Blue  Titmouse  (Pamo 
c^nf^Mftf*  Linn,) :  L.D.  ^  231^ ;  S.D.  =  4128 ;  uucki  457 1  tp  10$«S: 
blood  from  the  heart  quickly  after  death.  Longtailed  Titmouse  (Pa- 
ru8  caudatus,  Linn.)  :  L.D.  ^  2136 ;  S.D.  ae  4570 ;  nuclei  4800  to 
10666 :  blood  from  the  heart  twenty-one  hours  after  death.  Tbflre 
were  several  circular  discs,  about  5^$\^th  of  an  inch  in  diapieter. 
Mfimy  of  these  had  an  oval  nucleus,  and  the  circular  shape  of  the 
discs  was  perhaps  a  post-mortem  change.  Skylark  (AUmda  arve^tis, 
Linn.)  :  L.D.  =  2125  ;  S.D.  =  4128 ;  nuclei  4000  to  12000  :  blopd 
from  the  heart  twelve  hours  after  death.  Pine  Grosbeak  (Loxia  enu* 
deator.  Linn.)  :  L.D.  =  2247  ;  S.D.  =  4083  :  blood  from  a  vein  of 
the  pinion.  Hawfinch  (Laxia  coccothraustes,  Temm.) :  L.D.  =s  2042; 
S.D.  =  3790 ;  thickness  of  the  discs  =  9141 ;  nuclei  4570  to  10666 : 
blood  from  a  vein  of  the  pinion. 

Ztoodacttli. 
Gudkoo  (ChcuImb  eaaorut,  Lhm.)  :  L.D.  ^  2028  ;  S.D.  s  3600 : 
blood  from  the  heart  twenty-six  hours  after  death.  There  were  many 
Am.  is  Mag.  N.  Hist.  Vol.m.  2,C 
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circular  discs,  perhaps  from  the  hlood  being  rather  stale.  These  were 
about  T^^th  of  an  inch  in  diameter. 

Chblidonbs. 
Common  Swift  (Cypselus  Apus,  Flem.)  :  L.D.  =  1982  ;  S.D.  = 
3550 ;  nuclei  4000  to  10666  :  blood  from  the  heart  a  few  minutes 
after  death. 

COLUMB^. 

Partridge  Pigeon  (Columba  montana.  Lath.) :  L.D.  =  2239  ;  S.D. 
=  3692  ;  nuclei  5333  to  12000  ;  pale  globules  =  3200  :  blood  from 
a  vein  of  the  pinion. 

Galling. 

Lineated^Pheasant  (PAonomi^ /iitea/tt«,  Jard.)  :  L.D.  =  1855  ;  S.D. 
=  3348 ;  nuclei  4570  to  9166 :  blood  from  a  vein  of  the  pinion. 
Mountain  Partridge  (Tetrao  Caucasica,  Pall.) :  L.D.  s=  1923 ;  S.D« 
:=  3456 ;  nuclei  4570  to  9166  :  blood  from  a  vein  of  the  pinion. 

GUBSOBBS. 

Ostrich  (Struthio  Camelus,  Linn.) ;  corpuscles  slightly  larger  than 
those  of  the  Rhea.  The  measurements  are  detailed  at  page  1 30  of  the 
present  volume  of  this  Journal 

Grallatobbs. 
Ck)mmon  Sidpe  (Scolopax  Gallinago,  Linn.)  :  L.D.  =  2170  ;  S.D. 
=  3622 :  blood  from  the  heart  twenty-four  hours  after  death. 

Palmipbdbs. 
Mandarin  Duck  (Anas  galericulata,  Gmel.) :  L.D.  s=  1937 ;  S.D. 
^  3424  :  blood  from  the  jugular  vein  about  ten  hours  after  death. 
Common  Gull  (Lants  canus,  Linn.)  :  L.D.  =  1973 ;  S.D.  =  3839  ; 
nuclei  3555  to  10666 :  blood  from  a  vein  of  the  pinion. 

.  Dec.  27. — Richard  Owen,  Esq.,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 
Descriptions  by  Mr.  Lovell  Reeve  of  new  species  of  shells  figured 
in  the  '  Conchologia  Systematica,'  were  read. 
Dbntalium  longitbobsum.  DeHi,te»tdcameold,tenm,glab€rrimd^ 

subpellucidd,  longissimd,  arcuatd,  tnargine  acuio. 
Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  130.  f.  6. 
Long.  4| ;  diam.  -^  poll. 

Hob, ?     Mus.  Cuming. 

This  beautiful  pink  homy-looking  shell  far  exceeds  any  hitherto 
described  species  in  length. 
Vbbmbtus  BBUBNBU8.     VemL  tesid  ebumed,  subobesd,  lax^  volutd* 

longitudinaliter  costatd,  costis  disiantibus,  subobsoletis. 
Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  152.  f.  2. 

Hob. ?    Mus.  Cuming. 

Pabtula  lypLATA.  Part,  testd  obeso-conicd,  transversim  tenuissimik 
striatd,  aibidd,  epidermide'JuteO'/uscd  indutd;  anfractu  ultifno  am- 
gulatO'inflato,  umbilicato;  aperturd  subquadratd,  labro pkmissimh 
expanse. 
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Reeve,  Conch.  Syst..  vol.  ii.  pi.  175.  f.  11  &  12. 

Long.  X ;  diam.  i  poll. 

Hah, ? 

Remarkable  on  account  of  the  ventricose  inflation  of  the  last  whorl. 

Tbuxcatblla  scalariformis.  TVtMC.  testd  elongato-cylindraced, 
luteold,  anfractihus  rotundatis,  costeUis  mimUis  ubique  cingulatis; 
aperturd  rotundd,  labro  simpUci,  acuto. 

Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  182.  f.  6. 

Long,  i ;  diam.  -^  poll. 

Hab.  ad  insulam  Annaa,  in  Oceano  Pacifico. 

A  number  of  these  little  shelb  were  found  by  Mr.  Cuming  at  the 
roots  of  palms  on  the  sea-shore. 

Ptramidblla  cincta.  Pyram,  testd  conico-acuminatd,  albd,  an- 
fractihus  l^evibus,  zond  olivaceo-Jvscd,  conspicud,  in  medio  cinctis; 
aperturd  ohlongo^ovatd,  labro  simplici,  acuto. 

Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  207.  f.  2  &  4. 

Long.  I ;  diam.  ^  poll. 

Hab. >  ?     Mus.  Cuming. 

A  white,  sharply  acuminated  shell,  surrounded  with  a  single,  clear, 
broad,  olive-brown  belt. 

Ptramidblla  glans.  Pyram,  testd  cylindraceO'Conicd,  bicoloratd; 
anfractibus  longitudinaliter  striatis,  infern^  alhis,  supernk  olivaceO' 
viridibus ;  aperturd  rotundato-ovali. 

Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  207.  f.  1. 

Long.  A ;  diam.  i  poll. 

Hab, ? 

This  is  a  small  dumpy-looking  shell,  of  which  the  whorls  are  just 
one  half  white  and  the  other  half  dark  olive-green. 

TuRBiNRLLUs  iMPBRiALis.  Turb.  tcstd  ovoto-turbinatd,  subtrigond, 
epidermide  crassd^fibrosd,  indutd;  transversim  liratd,  liris  angustis, 
subdisttttttibus,  lird  minutd  interveniente ;  anfractibus  supernk  an- 
gulatis,  tuberculis  flexuosis  squanueformibtis  coronatis;  anfractu  ul- 
timo  prope  basin  aliis  subsimplicioribus  cingulato;  columelld  rubido- 
fused,  politd,  irregulariter  plicatd ;  labro  undukUo,  leviter  espanso. 

Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  229.  f.  4. 

Long.  3^ ;  diam.  2^  poll. 

Hab, ?     Mus.  Cuming. 

The  noble  diadem  of  flexuous  scale-like  tubercles  with  which  this 
shell  is  crowned,  renders  it  eminently  distinct  from  its  congener 
the  T.  comigerus,  in  which  they  are  of  a  solid  stunted  growth.  The 
enamelling  of  the  columella  is  also  remarkable,  being  always  of  a 
very  peculiar  chocolate-brown  colour. 

TuRBiNBLLUS  vBXiLLULUM.  Turb,  tcstd  trigono-turJnnatd,  albd, 
lineis  caruleis,  et  interdum  roseis,  vividk  cingulatd,' anfractibus 
subtrigonis,  in  medio  valdk  tuberculatis ;  columelld  triplicatd,  pli* 
cis  parvis ,  canali  brevissimo  nigerrimontincto. 

Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  229.  f.  1. 

Long,  if ;  diam.  1  poll. 

Hab, ? 

This  beautiful  shell,  which  approximates  to  the  T.  aplustre,  is 
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yiykUy  lined  acrots  with  very  deep  blue,  and  between  erery  two  Une 
lines  is  a  pink  one,  presenting  an  almost  artificial  contrast  of  colour. 
pLBuaoTOMA  sPSCiosA.      PlcHT.  te»td  ocufh  twrritdy  trantvernm 
subtilissim^  fimiculatd  ;  e€mdeo»dtbd,  fimicuiis  paliid^  ockraceis  ; 
mirfrnetUms  in  medio  exmSk  gemmatie,  vrfern^  comoexis,  eupermt 
lewter  concavie;  eanali  gracili,  vi»  ehngato. 
Reeve,  Ck)nch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  283.  f.  5 ;  Condi.  Icon.  Plewroto^ 
ma,  pi.  2.  f.  9. 
Long.  2|  poll. 

Hab. } 

This  very  chaste  shell  approaches  somewhat  in  form  to  the  Pleu- 
rotoma  carinata.  Gray,  Griff.  Guv.  An.  King.  (PL  Kieneri,  Doumet) ; 
it  is  of  a  pale  bluish  ground,  delicately  corded  and  beaded  with 
bright  ochraceous  yellow.     I  only  know  of  two  specimens,  one  in 
the  collection  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stainforth,  the  other  in  that  of  the 
British  Museum,  purchased  at  the  recent  sale  of  Mr.  Inwood's  shells. 
Plbubotoma  Bbckii.     Pleur,  testd  oblongd,  cylindraceo-attemuUd, 
apice  acuta ;  sexangnlatd,  anfractikut  ad  anguios  loagitudmaUter 
tmherculatie ;  oHvaceo-fvecd,  tuberculie  tasUmn  albis  ;  colamelld  et 
apertura  fauce  fiiecd  ;  eanali  breviseimo.    * 
Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  234.  f.  11 ;  Conch.  Icon.  Plearo- 
ioma,  pi.  2.  f.  10. 
Long,  i  poll. 

Hab,  ad  insulam  Lu^on,  Philippinarum. 

I  dedicate  this  shell  with  much  pleasure  to  my  friend  Dr.  Beck,  cu- 
rator of  that  noble  patron  of  conchological  science,  the  King  oi  Den- 
mark. It  was  found  by  Mr.  Cuming  in  the  locality  above  cited 
under  stones  at  low  water.  The  snowy- white  tubercles  which  orna- 
ment this  brown  six-angled  shell  at  the  several  an^es  are  very  cha- 
racteristic. 

CoLUMBBXLA  Philippinarvm.     Col.  testd  conieo-tvrbinatd,  actmi- 
maid,  albd,/u»co  prqfusk  et  mhmtiesimi  utuklatd;  anfractibns  su- 
pern^  subangulatit,  ultinu>  basin  versus  striate,  striis  profundis  ; 
aperturd  oblongd,  angustd;  labro  subincrassato,/amce  striatd. 
Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.iL  pi.  257.  f.  9. 
Long.  II ;  diam.  ^  poll. 

Hab. ? 

Mr.  Cuming  has  selected  two  varieties  of  this  shell,  but  they  are 
not  of  sufficient  importance  to  require  espedal  notice. 

BucciNUM  BLBOANS.  Bucc,  tcstd  ovato-contcd,  acuminaid,  Mque 
subtiHssim^  nodulosd  et  liratd,  interdutn  longitudinaliter  leviter 
costatd;  luteO'albd,  columeUd,  labro,  et  eanali  vividi  aurantiis; 
iqferturdsubquadrato-ovali,/aucev(dd^striatd;  cohaneUd  pautu" 
Um  excavatd,  labro  serrate. 

Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pL  268.  f.  3. 

Long.  1| ;  diam.  |  poll. 

Hab.  California. 

This  very  beautiful  and  distinct  species  may  be  easily  recognised 
by  its  bright  orange  mouth.  The  entire  surface  of  the  shell  is  very 
finely  nodulated. 
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BacciNUM  PTA08T0MA.  Bucc,  te$td  watO'Cmicd,  laded,  ubique  can* 
cellaid,  an/ructibms  canvexia,  ultimo  paulul^  umbilicato  ;  aperturd 
avoid,  fauce  ttriatd,  vMdk  rubrd. 
Reere,  Conch.  8y8t.»  voL  iL  pi.  268.  f.  1. 
Long,  i ;  diam.  |  polL 

Hob. ? 

A  small  species  belonging  to  the  genos  Phas  ai  De  Montfbrd,  re- 
markable from  having  a  deep  cornelian  red  mouth,  whilst  erery  other 
part  of  the  shell  is  milk-white. 

Ebubna  Japonica.  Ehum,  tesid  ovato-conicd,  apice  vix  acuto,  kevi ; 
anfractibus  convexis,  maculis  fulvis,  grandibus,  regularibus,  bise^ 
riatim  anctit,  inter atitUs  maculis  parvis  regularibus,  diagonatiter 
dispositis,  omatis;  wnbilico  parvo,  profimdo. 
Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  271.  f.  1. 
Ijong.  2^ ;  diam.  1^  poll. 
Hab.  ad  oras  Japonis ;  Siebold. 

This  shell  is  distinguished  by  the  great  regularity  of  the  spots ; 
the  upper  and  middle  portions  of  the  whorls  are  encircled  with  a 
band  of  large  rfaomboidal  spots,  whilst  the  spaces  below  and  between 
them  are  filled  with  small  triangular-like  spots,  arranged  across  in 
r^ular  diagonal  rows. 

Tbbbbra  pbbtiosa.     Ter,  testd  longissimo-aubulatd,  luteold,  fusco 
partim  tessellatd;  anfractibus  tricenis,  supernk  lavibus,  uniseriatim 
serratis,  in/rd  arcuato-striatis,  striis  numerosis,  pro/undis ;  canali 
subflexuoso. 
Reeve,  Conch.  Syst.,  vol.  ii.  pi.  274.  f.  2. 
Long.  5-^ ;  diam.  |  poll. 

Hob ? 

This  extraordinary  sheU,  consisting  of  thirty  whorls,  exceeds  five 
inches  and  a  half  in  length,  whilst  it  barely  exceeds  half  an  inch 
in  breadth  at  the  broadest  part.  It  is  I  believe  unique,  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stamforth. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

On  the  Phosphorescence  of  the  Lampyris  Italica. — {Extract  from  a 
letter  of  M,  Matteucci  to  M,  Dumas,) 

Baths  of  Lucca,  Aug.  1, 1843. 

1.  The  phosphorescence  of  a  glow-worm  may  cease  before  the 
death  of  the  insect. 

2.  In  the  glow-worm  there  is  a  substance,  which,  without  any  sen- 
sible heat,  diffuses  a  light  that  does  not  require  the  integrity  of  the 
animal  and  of  its  living  state,  in  cmler  to  manifest  itself  with  its  pe- 
culiar properties. 

3.  Carbonic  acid  and  hydrogen  are  media  in  which  the  phospho- 
rescent matter  of  the  glow-worm  leaves  off  shining  after  thirty  or 
forty  minutes,  if  the  ^ases  are  pure. 

4.  In  oxygen  the  hght  of  the  phosphorescent  matter  is  decidedly 
more  vivid  than  in  atmospheric  air,  and  it  remains  bright  neariy 
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three  times  aa  long :  this  is  as  much  the  case  with  regard  to  the 
separate  luminous  segments  as  for  the  entire  worm. 

5.  When  this  phosphorescent  matter  shines  in  oxygen  or  in  the 
air  it  consumes  a  portion  of  oxygen,  the  place  of  which  is  supplied 
by  the  corresponding  volume  of  carbonic  acid. 

6.  This  same  substance,  in  contact  with  oxygen,  but  having  lost 
the  power  of  diflPiising  light,  does  not  sensibly  absorb  oxygen,  and 
does  not  develope  carbonic  acid. 

7.  Oxygen,  mixed  with  hydrogen  or  with  carbonic  acid  in  the 
proportion  of  1  to  9,  forms  a  medium  in  which  the  phosphorescence 
continues  for  several  hours ;  we  may  then  conclude  that  it  is  by  the 
alteration  which  has  taken  place  in  the  phosphorescent  substance 
that  this  leaves  off  shining  after  several  days,  having  at  first  been  put 
into  pure  oxygen,  the  place  of  a  portion  of  which  was  afterwards 
supplied  by  carbonic  acid.  I  analysed  the  hydrogen  in  which  I  had 
kept  several  glow-worms  for  four-and-twenty  hours ;  the  insects  had 
shone  but  a  few  minutes  :  this  is  the  case  if  the  gas  is  pure,  if  we 
operate  over  mercury,  and  if  care  be  taken  in  filling  the  bell-glass  to 
turn  it  over  two  or  three  times  in  order  to  remove  the  air  which  adheres 
to  the  glow-worms.  In  this  hydrogen  gas  I  found  that  the  volume 
had  increased  by  a  small  quantity,  and  in  treating  with  potash  I 
ascertained  that  this  excess  was  owing  to  carbonic  acid  furnished  by 
the  glow-worms ;  and  this  took  place  either  because  there  was  a  re- 
sidue of  oxygen  in  their  trachea  which  had  combined  with  the  carbon 
and  changed  into  carbonic  acid,  or  because  the  insects  contained  this 
acid  already  formed ;  when  only^the  luminous  segments  are  put  into 
hydrogen,  with  precaution,  they  continue  to  shine  but  for  a  few 
seconds,  and  the  gas  undergoes  no  change. 

8.  Heat,  up  to  certain  degrees,  increases  the  light  of  the  phospho- 
rescent matter ;  the  contrary  takes  place  from  cold. 

9.  When  the  heat  is  too  great  the  phosphorescent  substance  is 
altered,  and  the  same  takes  place  with  this  substance  when  exposed 
to  the  air  or  to  some  gases  for  a  certain  time ;  it  is  necessary,  how- 
ever, that  it  should  be  separate  from  the  animal. 

10.  This  phosphorescent  matter  thus  altered  is  no  longer  capable 
of  giving  light  or  of  becoming  luminous.  These  conclusions  evidently 
establish  the  nature  of  die  phsenomenon ;  the  production  of  the  light 
in  this  insect  is  altogether  dependent  on  the  combination  of  the 
oxygen  with  the  carbon,  which  is  one  of  the  elements  of  the  phos- 
phorescent matter.  Now  it  is  important  to  inquire  how  the  phospho- 
rescence takes  place  in  the  living  animal ;  what  circumstances  cause 
it  to  vary ;  and  what  is  the  structure  of  the  phosphorescent  substance 
and  of  the  parts  which  surround  it. — Comptes  Rendus,  Aug.  14. 

OBSBRVATXONS  ON  DB.  MARTIN  BABRT's  MBMOIB  ON  FIBBB. 
BT  PBOF.  MOHL. 

It  has  already  happened  to  several  microscopic  observers,  that  they 
have  fancied  they  saw  in  their  investigations  the  most  minute  parts 
of  organized  bodies,  and  have  imagined  that  they  had  detected  pri- 
mitive formations  in  the  form  of  fibres,  globules,  &c.,  and  then 
wherever  they  looked  they  again  found  them,  and  cons^uenUy  gave 
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drawings  of  things  which  exist  only  in  their  phantasy.  These  per- 
sons are  evidently  in  a  situation  similar  to  that  of  an  acquaintance  of 
mine,  director  of  some  iron- works,  who  had  once  occupied  himself  a 
long  while  in  making  damask  steel,  and  during  this  time  wherever 
be  looked  he  fancied  he  could  perceive  curved  lines  similar  to  those 
which  occur  on  that  steel.  But  certainly  no  one  has  ever  yet  been 
so  dreamy  as  the  author  of  the  memoir  bearing  the  above  title,  which 
relates  it  is  true  to  animal  fibre,  but  also  enters  into  the  structure  of 
plants ;  for  in  all  organic  substances  he  saw  nothing  but  fibres,  which 
sometimes  had  a  spiral,  sometimes  a  circular,  sometimes  a  longitudinal 
position ;  but  he  moreover  observed  in  these  fibres  a  very  complicated 
structure,  viz.  their  being  composed  of  adjacent  spiral  fibres  with  an 
opposite  direction  of  the  spiral,  and  with  the  convolutions  fitting  into 
each  other,  so  that  the  figures  which  the  author  has  given  of  these 
fibres  are  no  bad  representations  of  the  knot  of  plaited  hair  on  a 
woman's  head.  As  the  committee  who  decide  upon  the  admission  of 
the  memoirs  into  the  '  Philosophical  Transactions'  have  to  attend 
not  only  to  the  importance  but  also  to  the  "  singularity  of  the  sub- 
jects,"  the  publication  of  the  memoir  in  question  will  appear  perfectly 
justified. — Botanische  Zeitung, 

METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS  FOR  SEPT.  1843* 

Ckittmck, — Sept.  1.  Foggy:  tultiy.  S,  S.  Slight  hate:  sultiy.  4.  Clear  and 
fine.     5.  Heavy  dew  :  clear.     6.  Cloudless.     7.  Slight  haie :  cloudlets  and  hot. 

8,  9.  Very  fine.  1  a  Foggy  :  heavy  thunder-showers.  II.  Verjr  fine.  12.  Over- 
cast. IS.  Clear  and  fine.  14.  Overcast.  15—20.  Exceedingly  fine.  81.  Foggy: 
▼ery  fine.  88, 83.  Clear  and  fine.  84,  25*  Overcast.  86.  Fine :  clear  and  cool. 
87.  Cloudy  and  cool :  clear,  with  slight  frost  at  night.  28.  Very  clear :  over- 
cast. 89.  Cold  and  dry  :  overcast,  sa  Rain. — Mean  temperature  of  the  month 
3^*81  above  the  average. 

BoUon. — Sept.  1—6.  Fine.    7.  Fine:  quarter- past  8  p.m.  heat  77^.    8.  Foggy. 

9.  Cloudy.  10.  Fme:  rain  P.M.  11,  18.  Cloudy.  13— 15.  Fine.  16.  Cloudy. 
17—19.  Fine.      80.  Cloudy:  rain  early  a.m.      81,28.  Fine.      83,84.  Foggy. 

25.  Cloudy :  rain  a.m.  86.  Windy.  87.  Cloudy.  88.  Windy.  89.  Cloudy. 
SO.  Cloudy :  rain  early  a.m. 

Sandwich  Manstf  Orkney, — Sept.  1.  Clear.  8.  Cloudy  :  showers.  S.  Showers. 
4.  Showers :  cloudy.  5.  Damp :  drissle.  6.  Damp :  fine.  7—9.  Clear :  hot : 
fine,  la  Damp.  11.  Hase:fog.  18.  Fine.  IS.  Hase:  clear.  14.  Clear. 
15.  Clear:  cloudy.  16.  Clear.  17.  Cloudy:  fine :  damp.  18.  Showers.  19. 
Clear:  aurora.  80.  Rain.  81.  Showers:  cloudy.  88.  Cloudy.  23.  Damp: 
drinle.  84.  Drissle.  25.  Showers :  driizle.  26.  Bright :  cloudy  :  aurora. 
87.  Showers.    28.  Showers :  cloudy.     89.   Rain,     sa  Cloudy :  rain. 

Appfegarlh  Mante,  Dumfriei-tkire. — Sept.  1.  Fair  and  fine :  one  slight  shower. 
8.  Fair  and  fine.  3.  Showery.  4,  5.  Fine  harvest-day.  6.  Fine  harvest-day : 
one  slight  shower.  7.  Fine  harvest-day  :  fair.  8,  9.  Fine  harvest-days.  10. 
Fine  hu^est-day,  but  cloudy.  U.  Fine:  shower  early  a.m.  ,18,  13.  Fine  har. 
▼est-days.  14.  Fine  harvest-day  :  thunder.  15.  Fine  harvest-day.  16.  Fine 
harvest-day:  sheet  lightning.  17.  Showery.  18.  Fair  and  fine  :  thunder.  19. 
Fair  and  fine.      80 — 24.  Fine  harvest-day.    25,  Fine  harvest-days :  hoar-firost. 

26.  Fine  harvest-day :  no  frost.  87.  Fine  harvest-day  :  hoar-frost.  88.  Dull : 
wet  evening.    89.  Cloudy :  rain.    SO.  Cloudy. 

Sun  shone  out  88  days.  Rain  fell  7  days.  Thunder  8  days.  Hoar-AxMt  8 
days. 

Calm  14  days.    Moderate  9  days.    Brisk  4  dajrs.    Strong  breexe  S  days. 
Mean  temperature  of  the  month  56^*3 
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XL VI. — General  results  of  Microscopic  Inquiries  into  the  Minute 
Structure  of  the  Skeletons  of  MoUusca,  Crustacea  and  Echino- 
dermata*    By  William  B.  Carpenter^  M.D.^ 

[With  two  Plates.] 

Having  been  engaged,  during  the  last  eighteen  months,  in  mi- 
croscopic researches  into  the  skeletons  or  hard  parts  of  animals, 
and  having  had  my  attention  particularly  dir^ted  towards  the 
shells  of  Mollusca  and  Crustacea,  and  to  the  shells,  spines,  stems, 
&c.  of  the  Echinodermata,  I  have  been  led  to  believe  that  a  short 
risumi  of  the  results  at  which  I  have  arrived,  would  be  interest- 
ing to  the  members  of  the  Geological  Section  of  the  British  As- 
sociation, and  might  prove  of  importance  in  giving  a  stimulus  to 
further  inquiry.  Were  it  not,  indeed,  in  the  hope  that  the  ad- 
vance of  science  might  be  promoted  by  my  bringing  forward  these 
results  in  their  present  form,  I  should  have  hesitated  in  doing 
so,  until  they  had  attained  more  completeness.  I  shall  com- 
mence with  the  Mollusca,  as  presenting  the  greatest  number  of 
points  of  interest. 

MoUusca, 

The  first  point  on  which  I  desire  to  lay  stress,  is  the  complete 
distinctness  of  the  organic  basis  of  the  shells  of  Mollusca  from 
the  calcareous  portion.  The  two  are  not  uniformly  diffused 
through  the  shell,  as  some  have  sumosed,  but  are  separate  ele- 
ments, each  having  its  own  place.  The  organic  or  animal  basis 
presents  very  definite  characters,  by  which  its  nature  may  be  de- 
termined, when  the  calcareous  portion  has  been  removed  by  the 
action  of  an  acid. 

I  also  think  it  desirable  to  state,  in  limine,  that  the  structure 
of  all  shells  appears  to  me  to  be  equally  crystalline ;  the  carbonate 
of  lime  uniformly  presenting  a  crystalline  arrangement,  if  not  a 
regular  form.  I  cannot  admit,  therefore,  the  distinction  between 
the  crystalline  and  concretionary  shells  which  Mr.  Gray  has  at- 
tempted to  establish ;  nor  can  I  recognise  the  two  forms  of  cry- 

*  Read  to  the  Geological  Section  of  the  British  Association,  August  1843; 
and  communicated  hy  the  Author. 
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stallization,  the  rhomboidal  and  prismatic,  as  charaeteruing  dif- 
ferent groups^  for  reasons  whieli  will  appear  in  tlie  coarse  of  this 
paper.     The  crystalline  aggregation  of  the  particles  of  calcareout 
matter  in  shell  appears  to  me  to  be  proved  by  the  transparency 
of  thin  sections  (except  where  patches  of  uncrystallized  or  chalky 
matter  sometimes  present  themselves)^  and  by  their  effects  npon 
polarized  light.   It  is  very  evident  in  some  few  instances^  in  which 
a  distinct  crystalline /(?rm  is  presented.  One  of  the  most  remark- 
able of  these  is  the  tooth  of  My  a  arenaria,  a  section  of  which  pre- 
sents the  remarkable  appearance  shown  in  fig.  8  (Plate  XIY.), 
bearing  a  strong  resemblance  to  that  of  Wavellite  or  radiating 
Arragonite.     I  have  found  distinct  rhomboidal  crystals  in  certain 
imperfectly  calcified  layers,  which  occasionally  present  themselves 
in  Ostrea  edulis;   ana  similar  crystalline  deposits  have  been 
described  as  existing  in  the  dense  integument  of  some  Asddians. 
The  first  distinction  established  by  the  microscope,  between  the 
different  forms  of  shell-structure,  has  reference  to  the  nature  of 
their  organic  basis.     This,  in  most  shells,  consists  but  of  a  sim- 
ple menArane,  of  extreme  tenuity,  and  not  presenting  the  slightest 
trace  of  structure,  even  when  examined  under  the  highest  mag- 
•  nifying  powers.     This  membrane  is  obviously  analogous  to  the 
basement  membrane  lately  described  by  Mr.  Bowman  ('  Cyclope- 
dia of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,'  art.  Mucous  Membrane)  as  ex- 
isting between  what  is  commonly  termed  the  true  skin  and  the 
overlying  epidermis,  and  also  between  the  ordinary  mucous  mem- 
brane and  its  epithelium ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it 
originally  holds  the  same  position  on  the  mantle  of  the  moUusk, 
and  that  it  is  cast  off  with  each  new  layer  of  sheU.  We  shall  pre- 
sently have  to  notice  the  remarkable  variations,  in  the  microscopic 
appearance  of  sections  of  shell,  which  are  produced  by  the  dif- 
ferences in  the  manner  in  which  this  membrane  is  arranged.    It 
may  be  easily  obtained  by  submitting  the  internal  layer  of  any 
shell  (whether  nacreous  or  not)  to  the  action  of  dilute  muriatic 
acid,  until  all  the  calcareous  matter  has  been  removed.     In  the 
porcellanous  shells  it  is  so  extremely  delicate,  that,  when  thus  se- 
parated, it  is  liable  to  be  overlooked ;  and  it  seems  to  be  dissolved 
by  the  acid,  if  left  in  it  for  too  long  a  time,  or  if  the  acid  be  too 
strong. 

In  certain  bivalve  shells,  however,  an  entirely  different  kind  of 
membranous  basis  remains  behind,  after  the  calcareous  matter  has 
been  removed  by  acid.  This  consists  of  a  stratum  o{  prismatic  cells, 
adherent  together  at  their  sides,  and  forming  by  their  extremi- 
ties the  two  surfaces  of  the  membrane,  which  thus  presents  the 
appearance  of  a  honey-comb.  This  is  most  characteristical^ 
seen  in  Pinna;  nearly  the  whole  of  which  shell  is  formed  of  this 
prismatic  ceUtUar  substance,  as  may  be  easily  shown  by  examining 
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the  thin  laminae  into  which  it  separates^  without  imy  preparation, 
by  the  aid  of  even  an  ordinary  microscope.  These  cells  are 
usually  hexagonal  in  form,  but  are  not  very  regularly  so.  Their 
size  varies  considerably^  both  as  to  diameter  and  length,  even  in 
the  same  shell.  When  very  long,  the  layer  which  they  form 
will  possess  considerable  thickness ;  when  they  are  very  Miort,  it 
wiD  be  dehcately  thin.  The  cells  are  usually  the  longest  in  the 
outer  layers.  I  have  seen  a  recent  Pirma  in  which  one  of  these 
was  nearly  ^th  of  an  inch  in  thickness ;  and  I  have  seen  this  far 
surpassed  in  fossil  shells  allied  to  this  genus,  as  Inoceramus,  Pa^ 
chymya,  &c. ;  yet  in  the  very  same  shells,  the  inner  layers  were 
thinner  than  a  sheet  of  writing-paper.  Although  there  are  con- 
siderable variations  in  the  diameter  of  the  cells,  in  different  parts 
of  the  same  individual,  and  still  more  in  different  species  of  the 
same  genus,  yet  there  appear  to  be  certain  Umits;  so  that  some 
shells  may  be  characterized  by  the  coarseness  of  their  prismatic 
structure,  and  others  by  its  fineness.  The  coarsest  I  have  yet  met 
¥rith  is  in  Inoceramus,  the  finest  in  Pandora ;  and  the  difference 
is  so  great,  that  at  least  250  cells  of  the  latter  would  be  covered 
by  one  cell  of  the  former  (Plate  XIII.  figs.  1  and  2). 

The  resemblance,  in  their  structure  and  position,  between  the 
prismatic  cellular  substance  of  shells,  and  the  prismatic  epitheliimi 
covering  the  mucous  membranes  of  higher  animals,  leaves  no  room 
for  doubt  of  their  analogy ;  and  we  may  consider  this  form  of  shell- 
structure  in  the  Ught  of  a  calcified  ^itkelium,  the  carbonate  of 
lime  being  deposited  in  the  cavities  of  the  cells,  and  in  general 
completely  filling  them.  In  most  sections  of  Pinna  a  greater  or 
less  number  of  dark  cells  may  be  seen^  which  are  usually  disposed 
with  some  degree  of  regularity.  These  I  have  reason  to  beUeve 
to  be  cells  incompletely  filled  with  carbonate  of  lime ;  the  spaces 
remaining  in  which,  being  occupied  by  air  only,  present  a  dark 
appearance  under  the  microscope,  according  to  the  general  prin- 
ciple well  known  to  observers. 

I  think  it  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt,  that  the  prismatic  arrange- 
ment of  the  carbonate  of  lime  in  these  shells  is  due  to  the  nature 
of  the  organic  basis  in  which  it  is  deposited,  and  not  to  anything 
peculiar  in  its  mode  of  crystallization.  An  intei*esting  specimen 
of  Pinna  has  lately  been  brought  under  my  notice  by  Mr.  S. 
Stutchbury,  in  which  the  thick  outer  layer  had  become  disinte- 
grated, during  the  life  of  the  animal,  by  the  decay  of  its  organic 
structure ;  and  the  prisms  of  carbonate  of  hme  were  left  in  situ, 
but  not  in  any  way  held  together,  so  that  they  could  be  separated 
by  a  touch.  On  treating  these  prisms  with  dilute  acid,  I  find 
them  encircled  by  an  extremely  deUcate  membranous  fihn ;  the 
remainder  of  the  cells,  in  which  they  were  originally  formed, 
having  been  removed  by  decay. 
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It  is  not  difficult  for  a  person  wlio  has  once  become  familiar  with 
the  appearance  of  this  structure,  to  recognise  it  by  the  naked  eye;, 
when  it  presents  itself  in  any  considerable  amount.    It  is  known 
by  its  brownish-yellow  colour,  its  elasticity  (which  is  greater,  and 
its  brittleness  less,  than  that  of  other  kinds  of  shell-structure),  and 
its  prismatic  or  fibrous  fracture.  I  have  determined  its  existence, 
by  thin  sections  examined  with  the  microscope,  in  the  following 
recent  genera :  Pinna,  Avicula  (Meleaffrina),  Pema,  Mtdleus  and 
Crenatula,  belonging  to  the  family  Margaritacea ;    Ostrea  and 
Etheria,  which  seem  to  be  nearly  related,  if  not  to  be  included  in 
the  same  family  Osiracea ;  Unio  and  Anodon,  belonging  to  the 
NayadecB ;  and  Pandora,     This  last  genus  is  the  only  exception 
I  have  met  with  to  the  general  rule, — that  the  prismatic  ceUular 
structure  is  restricted  to  the  group,  of  which  the  Margaritac&B 
may  be  taken  as  the  type  or  centre,  the  lobes  of  the  mantle 
being  almost  or  completely  open  and  the  foot  small ;  and  Pan^ 
dora  is  altogether  so  anomalous  a  genus,  that  the  systematist  is 
greatly  perplexed  by  it  on  other  grounds  than  this. 

The  position  of  Pinna  among  the  Margaritacea  (of  which  it 
may  be  considered  an  aberrant  form  leading  to  the  Mytilacea), 
the  alliance  of  Etheria  to  this  group  rather  than  to  the  Cha- 
macea,  and  the  separation  of  the  true  Ostracea  from  the  Pecti- 
nida  on  the  one  hand  and  from  the  Placunida  on  the  other,  which 
had  been  proposed  by  svstematists  on  the  ground  of  general  cha- 
racters, appear  to  me  fully  borne  out,  and  indeed  absolutely  re- 
quired, by  the  characters  afforded  by  the  structure  of  the  shell. 

I  have  examined  several  fossil  shells  which  exhibit  similar  cha- 
racters ;  such  as  fossil  Pinna,  Inoceramus,  Pachymya  and  Ger- 
villia,  belonging  to  the  Margaritacea ;  Gryphaa  to  the  Ostracea; 
as  well  as  Unios,  &c.  The  prismatic  cellular  structure  is  extremely 
well  preserved  in  nearly  all  fossil  shells ;  and  is  very  easily  recog- 
nised, either  by  fracturing  the  shell  or  by  making  a  thin  section 
of  it.  The  latter  is  necessary  where  it  forms  but  a  thin  layer,  as 
in  Gryphaa,  Unio,  &c. ;  the  former  is  sufficient  where  the  layer 
is  thick  enough  to  give  the  fibrous  aspect  on  fracture. 

The  determination  which  the  use  of  the  microscope  thus  enables 
us  to  make,  of  the  family  to  which  shells  must  be  referred  whose 
position  would  be  otherwise  doubtful,  must  be,  I  imagine,  of  very 
great  use  to  the  geologist,  even  were  that  use  limited  to  the  few 
families  I  have  yet  named,  which  is  by  no  means  the  case.  The 
following  will  serve  as  a  good  example.  A  certain  shell  from  the 
lias  has  been  described  and  figured  by  Prof.  PhiUips  under  the 
name  of  Avicula  cygnipes ;  and  the  same  or  a  closely  allied  spe- 
cies by  Mr.  S.  Stutchbury,  under  the  name  of  Avicula  hmgicoS' 
lata.  These  gentlemen  were  not  unaware  of  its  affinity  to  the 
Pfctinida,  but  thought  that  the  characters  of  Avicula  predomi^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


the  Skeletons  of  MoUusca,  Crustacea  and  Echinodermata,    381 

nated.  On  examining  a  portion  of  it,  however,  which  Mr. 
Stutchbury  submitted  to  me,  I  was  able  most  decidedly  to  as- 
sert, that  it  possessed  the  intimate  structure  of  the  shell  of  the 
PecthMe,  whilst  the  prismatic  cellular  structure  and  nacreous 
lining  of  Avicula  were  altogether  wanting. 

The  prismatic  cellular  stiTicture  always  occupies  the  exterior  of 
the  shells  in  which  it  occurs ;  and  their  inner  surface,  as  well  as 
the  whole  thickness  of  a  large  number  of  shells,  is  formed  of 
membranous  sheU-structure,  by  which  I  designate  that  structure 
which  seems  to  consist  of  alternating  layers  of  carbonate  of  lime 
and  of  the  very  delicate  membrane  already  described.  This  mem- 
brane is  seldom  or  never  flat,  however,  but  is  folded  into  plications 
like  those  of  a  frill,  or  corrugated  into  wrinkles  like  those  on 
morocco  leather,  or  arranged  in  other  ways  which  cannot  at  pre- 
sent be  fiilly  described,  but  which  are  characteristic  of  particular 
families.  These  modes  of  arrangement  determine  the  mode  in 
which  the  carbonate  of  lime  is  deposited,  so  that  they  become 
perfectly  evident  when  a  thin  section  of  a  membranous  shell  is 
examined  with  a  microscope ;  and  they  also  determine  the  appear- 
ance produced  on  fracture.  Thus  Mr.  Gray  has  pointed  out  the 
alternating  directions  of  the  rhomboidal  crystals  seen  on  frac- 
turing a  porcellanous  shell,  such  as  Conus  or  Cypraa ;  and  these 
I  believe  to  be  entirely  due  to  the  alternating  directions  of  the 
membranous  corrugations,  which  are  shown  by  a  section.  In  like 
manner,  the  prismatic  fibrous  appearance,  wmch  is  presented  by 
MytUus,  and  by  Septaria  {Teredo) gigantea,  on  fracture,  is  due  to 
the  peculiarity  in  tlie  form  and  direction  of  the  plications  of  the 
membranous  basis ;  and  the  microscopic  appearance  of  the  latter 
corresponds  so  precisely  with  that,  which  is  to  be  seen  in  well- 
preserved  specimens  of  the  fibro-calcareous  sheath  of  the  Belem- 
nite,  that  I  cannot  but  regard  the  structure  of  this  interesting 
fossil  as  completely  analogous  to  that  presented  by  the  thick  tube 
of  the  recent  Septaria. 

There  are  two  varieties  of  the  membranous  shell-structure, 
which  are  produced  by  marked  peculiarities  in  the  arrangement 
of  its  organic  base ;  and  which  are  so  easily  recognised  by  the  mi- 
croscope, as  to  become  of  great  use  in  determining  the  characters 
of  fossil  shells.  The  first  of  these  exists  in  nacre.  That  the  na- 
creous lustre  is  due  to  lines  or  striae,  occurring  within  certain  di- 
stances from  each  other,  was  long  ago  shown  by  Sir  D.  Brewster ; 
but  my  inquiries  into  the  constitution  of  nacre  have  led  me  to  a 
view  of  then*  cause  somewhat  difierent  from  his.  Instead  of  re- 
garding them  as  produced  by  the  alternation  of  numerous  layers 
of  membrane  and  calcareous  matter,  I  have  ascertained  that  they 
are  due  to  the  plication  or  folding  of  a  single  layer,  in  such  a 
mode  that  the  folds  shall  lie  over  one  another  in  an  imbricated 
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manner  (fig.  8) .  The  edge  of  each  fold  therefore  marks  a  line ;  and 
the  distance  of  the  lines  firom  each  other  will  greatly  depend  npoD 
whether  the  cutting-plane  coincides  with  the  plane  of  the  folds, 
or  is  more  or  less  inclined  to  them.  As  the  curvatmre  of  the  lay^v 
of  ^U  caoses  the  cutting-plane  to  traverse  them  differently  in 
different  parts^  a  single  slice  of  nacre  will  often  show  great  va- 
rieties  in  the  disposition  of  the  lines ;  just  as  the  same  deal  board 
shows  the  woody  layers  very  differently  divided  in  its  different 
portions. 

The  view  I  have  given  of  the  structure  of  nacre  is  fully  proved, 
I  conceive^  bv  the  following  fact.  It  is  occasionally  possible  to 
obtain  a  single  layer  of  nacre,  the  membrane  of  which,  after  the 
complete  removal  of  the  calcareous  matter  by  acid,  exhibits  the 
true  nacreous  lustre,  so  long  as  the  arrangement  of  its  folds  re- 
mains undisturbed ;  but  as  soon  as  the  membrane  is  extended, 
so  as  to  obliterate  the  folds,  the  nacreous  lustre  departs. 

I  have  found  approaches  to  the  nacreous  structure  in  many 
shells,  in  which  the  folds  are  not  sufficiently  regular  for  the  cha- 
racteristic lustre  to  be  exhibited.  It  is  easy  to  imderstand,  there- 
fore, why  there  should  be  a  variation  in  this  respect,  within  the 
limits  of  a  single  genus.  Thus  in  Ostrea  there  is  usually  no  per- 
fect nacre,  yet  there  are  species  which  are  truly  nacreous.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  Mytilus  there  is  usually  a  truly  nacreous  in- 
terior, yet  there  are  species  in  which  this  is  wanting.  When  so 
very  slight  a  difference  in  the  arrangement  of  the  folds  will  pro- 
duce this  variation,  it  is  not  surprising  that  it  should  occur  among 
the  species  of  the  same  genus. 

The  nacreous  and  even  the  subnacreous  structure  may  be  easily 
recognised  by  the  microscope,  wherever  they  occur,  both  in  the 
recent  and  fossil  state.  It  sometimes  requires  a  microscope  of 
very  good  defining  power,  however,  to  separate  the  lines.  As  it 
frequently  happens  that  a  nacreous  structure  is  thus  shown  to 
exist  in  fossil  shells,  where,  from  some  peculiarity  in  the  fossiliia- 
tion,  the  characteristic  lustre  does  not  present  itself,  I  should  ima- 
gine that  this  microscopic  character  must  frequently  be  of  great 
importance  to  the  geologist.  The  absence  of  any  vestige  of  it 
was  one  of  the  grounds  on  which  I  felt  justified  m  detemining 
that  the  so-called  Avicula,  just  now  mentioned,  could  not  belong 
to  that  genus. 

The  other  peculiar  form  of  phcated  membranous  structure  is 
that  which  presents  itself  in  Terebratula  and  other  allied  genera 
of  the  ^up  of  Brachiopoda.  It  is  difficult  to  give,  in  words,  a 
description  of  this  peculiarity,  but  it  will  be  at  once  understood 
by  reference  to  figs.  6  and  7,  Plate  XIV. ;  and,  when  once  seen, 
is  always  recognisable  with  facility.  The  best  mode  of  showing 
this  peculiar  structure  I  have  found  to  be,  the  detaching  very  thin 
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shreds  with  the  point  of  a  pen-knife ;  this  is  very  easily  accom- 
plished in  many  fossil  species^  especially  those  deeply  plicated 
ones  which  are  usually  nmked  among  the  Terebratula,  and  best^ 
among  recent  species,  in  the  Terebratula  psittacea.  It  is  by  the 
appearances  exhibited  by  these  natural  lamhue  (fig.  7),  that  those 
presented  by  artificial  sections  (fig.  6)  must  be  interpreted.  This 
kind  of  structure  is  to  be  seen  in  Terebratula,  Spkifer  and  Pen- 
tamerus.  In  Producta  there  is  a  diflFerence  in  the  mode  of  plication, 
which  takes  on  the  nacreous  character;  and  it  is  interesting  to 
remark,  that  whilst,  in  the  structure  of  this  shell,  there  is  an 
approach  towards  the  Lamellibranchiata,  there  is,  among  the 
Placunida  (which  probably,  of  all  Lamellibranchiata,  approach 
nearest  to  the  Brachiopods),  a  manifest  tendency,  in  the  peculiar 
lamination  of  the  sheU  and  in  the  arrangement  of  the  nacreous 
plications,  to  the  characteristic  structure  of  Terebratula,  &c. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  points  in  the  structure  of  Tere^ 
brattda,  or,  at  least,  in  certain  species  of  it,  is  the  existence  of  a 
large  number  of  tubular  perforations,  passing  directly  from  one 
surface  of  the  shell  to  the  other,  and  terminating  by  an  orifice  at 
each  (fig.  6).  The  size  of  these  perforations  is  siifficiently  great  to 
enable  them  to  be  detected  with  a  hand  magnifier,  as  minute  punc- 
tations  on  the  surface ;  and  in  this  manner  I  have  observed  them 
in  all  the  recent  species  of  Terebratula  (about  fourteen)  which  have 
come  under  my  notice,  except  in  the  Ter,  psittacea,  which  departs 
80  widely  fit)m  the  general  type,  in  the  incompleteness  of  the 
passage  for  the  ligsument,  that  (as  Mr.  S.  Stutchbury  has  sug- 
gested to  me)  it  is  probably  to  be  considered  as  the  recent  type 
of  Spirifer  *.  Of  the  very  numerous  fossil  species  of  Terebratula, 
I  have  yet  examined  but  a  small  proportion :  vet  the  curious 
result  has  uniformly  presented  itself,  that  the  perforations 
have  invariably  been  found  in  the  non-plicated  or  moderately 
plicated  species ;  whilst  they  have  been  absent  in  those  which  difier 
from  the  recent  species,  in  being  much  more  deeply  plicated. 
Now  the  structure  of  the  shell  in  the  genus  Spirifer  agrees  with 
that  of  Terebratula  in  every  respect,  save  the  absence  of  these  per- 
forations f  ;  I  should  therefore  be  inclined,  from  this  character 
alone,  to  place  Ter*  psittacea  in  the  genus  Spirifer,  and  to  refer 
to  the  same  group  those  deeply-plicated  species,  which  are  usually 
ranked  with  Terebratula.     Whether  this  be  thought  a  correct 

*  I  have  since  learned  that  this  species  has  been  separated,  and  made  the 
type  of  a  new  genus,  Atrypa, 

t  This  statement  applies  only  to  the  Spirifers  of  the  carboniferous  lime- 
itone ;  for  in  the  Spirifer  Walcotii  of  the  lias,  which  I  have  recently  ex- 
amined, the  perforations  are  present,  as  in  the  true  Terehratulct.  The  whole 
subject  will  require  very  careful  investigation  before  any  legitimate  conclu- 
sions can  be  drawn  from  this  kind  of  examination,  in  a  group  of  the  value 
of  whose  several  characters  we  at  present  know  so  little. 
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determination  or  not^  I  think  no  doubt  ean  be  entertained,  that 
the  presence  or  absence  of  these  perforations  affords  a  most  im- 

r^rtant  character^  by  which  the  genus  Terebratula  may  be  divided, 
should  mention^  that  the  determination  of  this  character  cannot 
be  certainly  effected^  in  fossil  ^>ecies^  without  making  a  section 
of  the  shell ;  since  the  perforations  are  often  filled  up  with  stony 
matter^  in  such  a  way  as  to  obliterate  the  punctations  on  the 
surface. 

The  diameter  of  these  perforations  in  Terebratula  is  usually 
about  -0006  or  '0008  of  an  inch.  In  Producta  they  are  larger^  being 
about  '0010  or  0012  of  an  inch ;  and  they  are  readily  discernible 
with  the  naked  eye  in  thin  sections  or  in  fractured  pieces  of  the 
latter.  They  are  readily  distinguishable  in  the  decalcified  mem- 
branous basis  of  the  recent  species^  and  are  obviously  lined  by 
distinct  membranous  tubes.  I  am  much  inclined  to  beUeve  that 
these  tubes  are  prolongations  of  the  mantle^  which  Mr.  Owen  has 
observed  to  possess  an  unusual  adhesion  to  the  shelL 

I  cannot  but  think  that  the  value  of  the  microscope^  as  an  in- 
strument of  geological  research^  must  be  at  once  evident  firom 
these  statements.  The  genera  Terebratula,  Spirifer  and  Prtxbicta* 
may  be  at  once  distinguished  from  each  other^  and  from  all  other 
shells,  by  the  characters  suppUed  by  a  fragment  of  shell,  which  a 
pin^s  head  would  cover. 

Whilst  upon  the  structure  of  the  Brachiopoda,  I  may  mention 
(though  rather  anticipating  my  next  head),  that  the  genera  Lin^ 
ffula  fmd  Diacina  {OrbicuU)  agree  with  each  other,  and  differ  en- 
tirely from  the  rest,  in  a  very  peculiar  set  of  characters  : — ^their 
shells  possess  extremely  little  odcareous  matter,  being  made  up 
of  thin  homy  plates  adherent  to  each  other ;  every  one  of  these 
homy  plates,  however,  is  traversed  by  a  set  of  very  minute  tubuU 
running  aslant  through  it,  and  very  closely  resembling,  both  in 
size  and  arrangement,  the  tubuU  of  dentine,  and  those  which  I 
have  observed  in  the  shell  of  Crustacea.  I  have  nowhere  else 
discovered,  among  MoUusca,  a  structure  which  could  be  mistaken 
for  this.  Consequently  these  two  genera  are  at  once  separated, 
by  microscopic  examination,  from  all  others. 

The  tubidar  variety  of  membranous  shell-structure,  as  it  exists 
in  the  shells  of  certam  Lamellibranchiata  and  Gasteropoda,  is  the 
last  form  which  I  have  at  present  to  describe.  The  size  of  these 
tubuli  varies  from  about  l-20,000th  to  1.3500th  of  an  inch ;  but 
their  general  diameter,  in  the  shells  in  which  they  most  abound, 
is  about  l-6000th  of  an  inch.  The  direction  andf  distribution  of 
these  tubes  are  extremely  various  in  different  shells.  In  genera) 
they  form  a  network  which  spreads  itself  out  in  each  layer,  nearly 

*  If  I  am  correct  Id  the  characters  I  have  assigned  ta  them. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  iC 


the  Skeletons  of  MoUuaca,  Crustacea  and  Echinodermata.    385 

parallel  to  its  surface ;  from  this  network  branches  seem  to  pass 
both  upwards  and  downwards^  as  if  to  communicate  with  corre- 
sponding reticulations  in  other  layers.  The  most  characteristic 
^mple  of  this  kind  which  I  have  met  with^  is  in  the  genus 
lAma,  of  which  the  whole  shell  is  minutely  traversed  by  these  re- 
ticulated tubes  (fig.  5).  In  most  families  whose  shells  are  entirely 
membranous  (that  is^  destitute  of  the  prismatic  cellular  structure)^  I 
find  the  tubular  structure  present  in  some  genera  and  absent  in 
others;  so  that  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  may  serve  as  an 
important  aid^  in  separating  genera  which  are  otherwise  closely 
aUied. 

The  tubular  structure  is  often  well  preserved  in  fossil  shells, 
and  is  distinctly  seen  in  the  Avicula  Umgicostata  already  referred 
to.  As  this  example  is  one  of  peculiar  interest^  in  regard  to  the 
value  of  the  microscope  in  determining  the  natinre  of  fossil  shells, 
I  subjoin  a  summary  of  the  characters  by  which  I  judge  it  to  be 
not  an  Avicula^  but  nearly  allied  to  Lima  or  Plagiostoma. 

Avicula,  andother  ^  .    ,    wk  .  .  ^  Lima,  Plagiostoma, 

Margaritacea.  ^^'^'^  ^  longteottata,  and  allied  Pectinida. 

External  layer.  External  layer.         External  layer.  External  layer. 

Prismatic  cellular     No  cellnlar  struc-    Coarsely  plicated    Coarsely  plicated 

structure.  ture.  membranous  membranous 

structure.  structure. 

InUmal  layer,  Intemallayer,  Internal  layer.  Internal  layer. 

Nacreous.  Not  nacreous.         Tubularstruc-    Tubular  structure. 

ture. 

It  is  worth  notice,  that  in  the  genus  Pecten  there  is  not  the 
slightest  trace  of  the  tubular  structure,  whilst  the  shell  of  Lima 
is  more  completely  tubular  than  any  I  have  examined.  Hence 
we  might  consider  the  difference  between  them  to  be  mwe  than 

feneric;  a  conclusion  which  harmonizes  exactly  with  that  of  M* 
>e8hayes,  founded  upon  the  structure  and  habits  of  the  animals 
by  which  these  shells  are  respectively  formed. 

The  foregoing  may  be  regarded  as  specimens  of  the  important 
results  which  I  think  may  be  anticipated,  from  the  application 
of  the  microscope  to  the  structure  of  shells.  When  once  marked 
differences  in  the  arrangement  of  the  organic  elements  of  shell 
are  shown  to  exist,  the  question  naturally  arises,  how  far  these 
may  be  adopted  as  characters  in  classification ;  and  I  think  it  will 
be  evident,  from  the  facts  I  have  stated,  that  this  may  be  done 
to  a  very  considerable  extent.  There  are  several  famiUes  among 
which  I  have  not  yet  discovered  well-marked  points  of  difference, 
especially  in  Univalve  shells,  and  in  Lamellibranchiata  with  the 
lobes  of  the  mantle  united;  but  I  have  little  doubt  that  such 
characters  may  be  ascertained,  by  a  more  extended  inquiry  than 
I  have  yet  had  the  opportunity  of  making.     Except  in  the  case 
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of  Pandora,  to  which  I  have  abeady  adverted,  I  have  not  met  with 
a  single  exception  to  the  rule, — ^that  marked  differences  in  the 
structure  of  shell  go  along  with  marked  differences  in  general 
characters,  and  that  a  close  correspondence  in  the  structure  of 
the  shell  may  be  held  to  indicate  a  tolerably  close  natural  affinity. 
Many  circumstances  which  at  first  appeared  to  me  exceptionalj 
were  explained  in  the  course  of  my  investigations,  by  my  finding 
(chiefly  from  the  note%  of  M.  D^ayes  to  the  new  edition  rf 
Lamardc)  that  the  views  of  systematists  had  recently  undergone 
modification,  on  several  points,  from  increased  knowledge  of  the 
structure  of  the  animals,  so  as,  in  fact y  to  become  precisely  aceor- 
dant  mth  the  inferences  which  I  should  have  been  disposed  to  draw 
from  the  structure  of  the  shell  alone. 

In  concluding  this  part  of  my  subject,  it  may  be  interesting  to 
my  geological  auditors,  if  I  say  something  in  regard  to  the  effects 
of  fossilization  under  different  circumstances,  on  the  structure  of 
shell.  The  fossil  shells  I  have  examined  have  been  chiefly  from 
the  carboniferous  or  mountain-limestone,  lias,  and  oolite.  Those 
frt)m  the  carboniferous  limestone  are  frequently  changed  by  a 
process  of  crystallization,  to  such  a  degree  that  no  organic  struc- 
ture is  discernible  in  them ;  but  the  characteristic  structure  of 
the  Brachiopoda  is  usually  well  preserved.  The  membranous 
shells  of  the  lias  are  usually  well  adapted  for  microscopic  in- 
quiry ;  but  they  spUt  with  unusual  facility  into  layers,  as  if  they 
had  undergone  very  prolonged  maceration.  The  celbdar  shells, 
frt)m  the  same  cause,  are  disposed  to  disintegrate  into  their  com- 
ponent prisms,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  prepare  them  for  the  mi- 
croscope. On  the  other  hand,  the  membranous  shells  of  the 
ooUte  are  apt  to  be  entirely  changed  by  crystallization,  so  that 
not  a  trace  of  the  organic  structure  is  preserved ;  whilst  the 
structure  of  the  cellular  shells  is  remarkably  perfect,  and  even 
the  membrane  which  separates  the  prisms  is  in  some  instances 
preserved.  I  have  not  found  shells  from  the  chalk  good  subjects 
for  microscopic  examination:  their  texture  seems  to  be  per- 
meated by  chalky  particles,  which  give  it  a  peculiar  opacity,  re- 
sembling that  which  is  seen,  fr*om  the  same  cause  (occurring  in 
the  natural  formation  of  the  shell),  in  Ostrea,  Fusits  despechis, 
and  other  shells  distinguished  by  their  opake-white  aspect. 

Crustacea, 

In  regard  to  the  microscopic  structure  of  the  hard  envelopes 
of  Crustacea,  I  can  as  yet  only  speak  from  examination  of  the 
common  Crab  and  Lobster ;  but  the  facts  which  this  examination 
has  disclosed  are  so  curious,  as  to  render  it  desirable  to  state 
them  in  this  communication. 

The  envelope  of  the  crab  and  lobster  consists  of  three  layers : 
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internally  a  thick  calcareous  layer^  the  surface  of  whkh  is 
raised  up  in  little  pi^illary  elevations ;  upon  this  Ues  a  layer  of 
pigment'CeUsy  to  which  the  colour  is  due ;  and  externally  is  a 
structureless  homy  epidermis.  The  pigment-cells  fill  up  the 
valleys  or  intervals  between  the  papillary  elevations  of  the  calca- 
reous layer,  but  do  not  cover  the  latter;  the  epidermis,  which  is 
quite  smooth,  lies  flat  upon  the  whole,  adhering  to  the  tops  of 
the  papillffi ;  so  that,  when  the  shell  is  closely  examined  from  the 
outside,  it  is  seen  to  have  a  minutely-speckled  appearance,  the 
red  ground  given  by  the  pigment-cells  being  studded  with  the 
white  tops  of  the  papilke  which  rise  up  through  it. 

The  (»Jcareous  layer  is  composed  of  a  substance  exactly  ana- 
logous to  ivory,  bemg  very  transparent  and  apparently  homo- 
geneous, when  cut  into  very  thin  sUces,  and  being  perforated  by 
an  immense  number  of  minute  sinuous  tubuli,  which  run  nearly 
paraUel  to  one  another  from  one  surface  of  the  shell  to  the 
other.  This  arrangement  may  be  seen  by  making  a  thin  section 
of  any  part  of  the  shell ;  but  it  may  be  shown  particularly  well 
in  the  end  of  the  claw,  which  is  tmcker  and  of  denser  texture 
than  the  rest.  A  transverse  section  of  this  shows  the  tubes  ra- 
diating from  the  central  cavity  towards  the  external  surface,  and 
would,  I  feel  assured,  be  regarded  by  the  most  experienced  ob- 
server as  the  section  of  a  tooth,  if  he  were  not  informed  of  its 
real  nature. 

EcUnodermata, 

The  microscopic  structure  of  the  shell  of  Ec/nnus  has  been 
very  completely  analysed  by  Valentin,  in  his  monograph  of  the 
anatomy  of  that  genus,  published  last  year  in  the  beautiful 
work  of  M.  Agassiz  on  this  group.  Before  becoming  acquainted 
with  his  researches,  I  had  arrived  at  conclusions  exactly  identi- 
cal, and  had  extended  my  inquiries  to  all  the  other  most  import- 
ant genera  of  the  Echinida,  Stellerida  and  Crinoidea.  The  result 
has  been  extremely  interesting.  Every  part  of  the  skeleton  in 
these  groups  is  made  up  of  a  structure  so  uniform,  and  at  the 
same  time  so  unlike  everything  else,  as  to  be  most  characteristic 
of  the  group ;  so  that  there  could  be  no  hesitation,  wherever  the 
merest  fra^ent  of  this  structure  might  be  distinguishable,  in 
pronoimcing  it  to  have  belonged  to  an  Echinoderm.  I  have 
reason  to  beUeve  that  minute  calcareous  plates,  having  an  iden- 
tical structure,  occur  beneath  the  integument  of  some  Holotku- 
ridtB}  if  this  be  the  case  (which,  for  want  of  a  specimen,  I  have 
not  yet  had  the  opportunity  of  ascertaining),  the  universaUty  of 
the  character,  as  mstinguishing  the  whole  group  of  Echinoderm 
mata,  will  be  completely  estabUshed. 

The  structure  to  which  I  allude  consists  of  a  series  ci  very 
thin  plates,  each  perforated  by  a  number  of  round  apertures. 
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disposed  with  tolerable  regularity^  so  as  to  give  it  the  appearance 
of  a  cullender.  These  plates  are  connected  with  each  other  by 
little  vertical  pillars,  which  pass  from  surfiEu^  to  surface  in  vast 
numbers :  hence,  when  a  section  is  made  perpendicularly  to  the 
surface  of  the  plates,  a  kind  of  network  is  seen,  formed  by  the 
cut  edges  of  the  plates  and  by  the  pillars.  In  the  shells  at  Echi- 
nus, Cidaris,  Spatangus,  &c.  these  plates  run  nearly  parallel  to 
the  surface,  and  are  of  course  nearlv  plane ;  whilst  the  pillars  are 
perpendicular  to  these,  so  that  the  mterstices  of  the  network  are 
nearly  square :  but  in  the  spines  of  Cidaris,  Echinus,  &c.  the 
plates  are  disposed  in  a  cylindrical  manner  round  the  central 
axis,  and  the  network  which  is  displayed  by  a  transverse  section 
is  arranged  in  concentric  rings.  The  pattern  of  this  network  in 
many  spines  is  of  the  most  wonderful  beauty  and  elaborateness ; 
and,  as  far  as  I  have  yet  examined,  it  is  so  regular  in  the  same 
species  and  so  different  in  others,  that  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  it  will  become  most  valuable  in  the  distinction  of  species. 

A  similar  cylindrical  arrangement,  producing  the  same  efifect, 
is  seen  in  the  stem  and  arms  of  the  recent  Pentacrinus,  thin  sec- 
tions of  which  are  extremely  beautiful  objects  for  the  microscope. 

Contranr  to  the  expectation  of  some  of  my  mineralogical 
friends,  I  have  been  able  to  discover  the  same  structure  in  fossil 
specimens,  in  which  the  crystallization  was  so  complete,  that 
they  could  not  be  cut  without  great  difficulty,  on  account 
of  their  tendency  to  cleavage.  This  has  been  the  case  with  the 
Crinoidea  in  general;  a  definite  structure  being  presented  by 
nearly  all  the  specimens  that  I  have  yet  examined,  though  it  has 
been  more  evident  in  some  than  in  others.  The  structure  of  the 
round-stemmed  species  is  usually  very  simple ;  a  transverse  sec- 
tion exhibiting  several  concentric  rings  or  layers,  like  those  of 
exogenous  wood,  with  no  variety  in  the  pattern  of  the  reticu- 
lation. But  in  the  Pentacrinites  Briareus  the  structure  is  ex- 
tremely complex.  From  the  centre  there  proceed  five  medullary 
rays  (if  so  they  might  be  designated),  from  the  edges  of  each  of 
which  are  given  off  numerous  side-branches;  and  the  reticula- 
tions of  the  centi'al  portion  and  its  prolongations  are  very  distinct 
from  those  of  the  periphery^.  Now  in  the  recent  Pentacrinus  Caput 
Medusa  the  pattern  is  simpler;  for  though  the  medullary  rays 
exist,  they  do  not  send  out  lateral  branches,  and  their  structure 
is  not  so  different  from  that  of  the  portion  that  surrounds  them. 
In  a  fossil  species,  supposed  by  Mr.  Miller  to  be  identical  with 
the  recent  one,  1  have  found  the  structure  of  the  stem  to  be  in- 
termediate between  that  of  the  Pent,  Briareus  and  that  of  the 
Pent,  Caput  Medusa;  the  medullary  rays  sending  out  short  prolon- 

fBitions,  which  soon  lose  themselves  in  the  siurounding  structure, 
cannot  but  suppose,  therefore,  that  analogous  differences  might 
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be  found  among  other  Hpecies  of  Pentacrvnus,  and  that  indubi- 
table specific  characters  (which  are  much  wanted^  in  this  genus) 
might  be  established  upon  these. 

In  conclvision^  I  desire  to  make  it  known,  among  those  who 
may  feel  an  interest  in  this  inquiry  and  who  may  perceive  its 
importance,  that  I  shall  feel  particularly  obliged  by  being  sup- 
plied  with  specimens  for  examination;  that  by  extending  the 
basis  of  my  inquiries,  my  general  conclusions  may  acquire  a  va- 
lue and  stability,  which  1  am  conscious  that  they  do  not  at  pre- 
sent possess.  Single  or  imperfect  valves  of  any  of  the  rarer  re- 
cent genera,  and  fragments  of  almost  any  fossils  in  which  the 
shelly  structure  is  well  preserved,  will  be  gratefully  received  by 
me ;  and  I  shall  do  my  best  to  make  them  available  for  the  pur- 
poses of  science. 

Addendum. 

Having  been  encouraged  by  the  British  Association  to  carry 
out  these  investigations,  and  having  been  requested  to  furnish  a 
detailed  Report  on  the  Microscopic  Structure  of  Shells,  &c.  for 
its  next  meeting,  I  am  particularly  anxious  to  lose  no  time  in  ex- 
amining as  large  a  number  of  species,  both  recent  and  fossil,  as  I 
may  be  enabled  to  do,  by  the  kind  assistance  of  those  who  may 
be  disposed  to  promote  my  object.  Any  contributions  of  the 
kind  specified  above  may  be  forwarded  to  me  direct  through  the 
post-office  if  not  too  bulky ;  and  Mr.  Lovell  Reeve,  King  William 
Street,  Strand,  and  Mr.  Woodward,  Geological  Society,  have  kindly 
midertaken  to  assist  me,  by  receiving  and  forwarding  to  me  any 
specimens  that  may  be  transmitted  to  them. 

I  may  subjoin,  as  interesting  results  of  observations  made 
since  the  meeting  of  the  Association,  the  identification  of  the  re- 
markable structure  of  Pleurorhynchus  Hibemicus  {Cardium  Hiber* 
nicum)  with  that  of  Hippurites  and  other  Rudistes;  leaving  no 
doubt  in  my  own  mind  of  their  close  affinity^  this  structure  being, 
so  far  as  I  Know  at  present,  peculiar  to  the  last-named  group. 
It  has  given  me  great  pleasure  to  learn,  that  several  intelligent 
conchologists  had  formed  the  same  opinion  on  independent 
grounds ;  though,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  it  has  never  been  put 
rorward  in  print,  and  I  was  entirety  ignorant  of  it  at  the  time 
my  own  observations  were  made.  The  structure  in  question  is 
of  a  cancellated  nature,  fiUing  up  the  space  between  the  internal 
and  external  layers  of  shell,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  d^loe 
fiUs  up  the  space  between  the  two  tables  of  the  skull.  The  con- 
ceUt  are  very  regular  in  form  and  arrangement;  and  though 
they  are  now  filled  with  carbonate  of  lime,  I  think  its  appearance 
indicates  that  it  is  the  result  of  fossilization.  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  cancellated  structure  exactly  resembling  this  in  any  recent 
shell ;  the  nearest  approach  to  it  is  presented  by  Balanus,  Coro- 
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mda,  and  other  sessile  Cirrhipods ;  and  I  am  much  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  real  place  of  this  perplexing  group  will  prove  to 
be  intermediate  between  the  Conchifera  and  the  Cirrhipoda — an 
idea  which  has  derived  confirmation  from  the  examination  of 
the  very  beautiful  series  of  specimens  in  the  collection  of 
S.  P.  Pratt^  Ssq.^  which  it  is  to  oe  hoped  that  he  will  take  an 
opportunity  ere  long  of  communicating  to  the  public. 

I  may  state  that  the  specimens  most  acceptable  to  me  at  pre- 
sent are  those  of  the  various  genera  of  Brachiopoda ;  as  I  am  very 
desirous  of  fully  investigating  this  group  before  making  my  first 
Report.  But  I  shall  be  very^  glad  to  receive  any  others,  provided 
that  the  name  of  the  shell  is  specified,  when  a  fragment  only  is 
sent ;  and  the  bed  from  which  it  is  obtained,  if  it  be  a  fossil. 

w.  B.  a 

Bristol,  Nov.  16,  1843. 

EXPLANATION  OF  PLATES  XIIL  XIV. 

Fig,  1.  Appearance  of  the  membrane  of  a  thin  layer  of  the  outer  part  of  the 
shell  of  Pinna,  taken  parallel  to  the  surface,  after  removal  of  the 
calcareous  matter  by  acid. 

Fig.  2.  Thin  section  of  the  outer  part  of  the  shell  of  Pinna,  not  acted  on  by 
acid ;  two  small  black  cells  are  seen,  in  which  the  calcareous  matter 
is  deficient. 

Fig,  3.  Section  of  Nacre,  showing  the  wavy,  but  usually  parallel  lines,  pro- 
duced bv  the  plaiting  of  the  basement  membrane. 

Fig,  4.  Section  of  Amcula  (?)  Umgicottata,  showing  its  coarsely  corrugated 
structure  penetrated  by  tubes. 

Fig.  5.  Section  of  tne  inner  part  of  the  shell  of  Lima  rudit,  showing  a  finely 
corrugated  structure  abundantly  traversed  by  tubes. 

Pg,  6,  Section  of  Terehrahda  (recent),  showing  its  peculiar  structure,  and 
the  large  perforations  by  which  the  shell  is  traversed  at  right  angles 
to  the  surface. 

Fig,  7.  Shred  of  Terehratula  (fossil)  detached  by  the  point  of  a  knife,  from 
a  deeply-plicated  specimen  ;  the  difference  of  aspect  between  this 
specimen  and  the  last  is  entirely  due  (except  in  regard  to  the  per- 
forations) to  the  mode  in  which  the  section  is  made ;  a  natural 
lamina  being  obtained  in  the  one  case,  whilst  in  the  other  the  plane 
of  section  traverses  the  natural  larains  obliquely. 

Fig,  8.  Section  of  the  tooth  of  Mya  arenaria,  showing  a  remarkable  crystal- 
line arrangement 

XLVII. — Description  of  some  New  Species  of  the  Genus  Pachy- 
odon.  By  Capt.  Thomas  Beown,  M.W.S.,  M.R.P.S.,  Curator 
of  the  Manchester  Natural  History  Societ/s  Museum^  &c. 

[With  three  Plates.] 

1.  Pachyodon  Gerardi.     PL  XV.  figs.  1, 2. 

Transversely  ovate^  inflated^  thickness  equal  to  half  its  breadth ; 
umbones  produced^  rounded^  and  contiguous;  posterior  side 
short  and  obUquely  truncated ;  anterior  side  long  and  subtrun- 
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cated;  hinge  line  almost  parallel ;  external  surface  with  a  few 
remote  concentric  wrinkles  or  lines  of  growth. 

I  fomid  this  species  in  the  coal  shale  at  Dalkeith^  Mid  Lothian. 

2.  Pachyodon  lateralis.     PI.  XV.  fig.  3. 

Transversely  elongated^  subquadrate  cuneiform ;  sides  very 
unequal,  the  anterior  one  very  long,  gradually  sloping  from  the 
umbones  and  terminating  in  an  obUquely  truncate  point ;  pos- 
terior one  very  short ;  umbones  produced,  with  acute  but  not  in- 
flected beaks.  Length  somewhat  more  than  half  an  inch ;  breadth 
nearly  an  inch  and  a  half. 

Coal  shale,  Whitehaven. 

8.  Pachyodon  sulcatus.     PL  XV.  figs.  4,  5. 

Subtriangular,  rather  compressed;  umbones  prominent,  very 
close,  sUghtly  reflected,  subacute,  and  placed  considerably  to  one 
aide;  general  surface  smooth,  with  inequidistant  concentric  fur- 
rows ;  posterior  side  arcuated,  with  a  rounded  point  situate  low ; 
anterior  side  gently  rounded ;  basal  line  nearly  parallel.  Length 
l^inch;  thickness  4  inch. 

Coal  shale  near  Whitehaven. 

This  species  is  liable  to  some  variety  in  external  contour. 

4.  Pachyodon  rugosus.     PL  XV.  figs.  6,  7. 
Subtriangular,  greatly  ventricose  in  proportion  to  its  size,  its 

depth  being  equal  to  five-sixths  of  its  whole  length ;  umbones 
very  prominent,  situate  considerably  to  one  side,  pointing  poste- 
riorly and  remote  from  each  other;  anterior  side  abruptly  de- 
scending and  rounded ;  posterior  side  gradually  sloping  and  con- 
siderably more  acute  than  the  other;  ligament  produced;  exter- 
nal sur&ce  with  unequal,  rugose,  concentric  wrinkles.  Length 
24  inches;  breadth  8^  inches ;  thickness  24  inches. 

The  yoimg  shells  are  much  more  rugosely  wrinkled  than  the 
adult. 

Found  in  the  ironstone  shale  at  Sheden  by  Mr.  S.  Gibson  of 
Hebden  Bridge,  and  in  his  cabinet. 

5.  Pachyodon  subrohtndus.     PL  XV.  fig.  8. 

Subrotund ;  umbones  subcentral,  produced,  blunt,  and  some- 
what remote  from  each  other ;  hinge  line  considerably  arcuated; 
surface  with  irregular,  acute,  concentric  wrinkles;  thickness 
about  equal  to  half  its  length. 

Coal  shale,  Oldham. 

6.  Pachyodon  b^penms.    PL  XV.  fig.  9. 
Transversely  elongated,  somewhat  hatchet-shaped;  sides  un- 
equal; umbones  produced  and  remote;  hinge  and  basal  lines 
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nearly  parallel;  anterior  side  short  and  rounded;  posterior  side 
elongate^  and  obliquely  subtruncate  from  the  hinge  line^  termi- 
pating  below  in  a  shorty  slightly  acuminated  curve;   sur£BU» 
rather  smooth^  with  a  few,  distant,  transverse,  shallow  grooves. 
Ironstone  shale  at  Low  Moore,  Yorkshire. 

7.  Pachyodon  Dawsoni.     PL  XV.  %.  10. 

Orbicular ;  umbones  central,  large,  produced  and  remote ;  sur- 
face nearly  smooth,  with  only  a  few  nearly  obsolete  concentrie 
wrinkles ;  thickness  equal  to  more  than  half  its  diameter. 

Found  in  the  ironstone  shale  at  Low  Moore  near  Bradford, 
and  is  in  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  S.  Gibson. 

8.  Pachyodon  nanus.    PI.  XVI.  fig.  1. 

Smooth,  posterior  side  elongated  and  obUquely  subtruncate 
above,  subacute  below,  anterior  side  rounded;  umbones  pro- 
duced and  rounded;  hinge  line  arcuated. 

Coal  shale  at  Middleton,  near  Leeds. 

9.  Pachyodon  Rhindii.     PI.  XVI.  fig.  2. 

Subacute  at  both  extremities ;  basal  line  considerably  arcuated, 
rather  produced  opposite  the  umbones;  posterior  side  turned 
sUghtly  upwards;  umbones  subcentral,  prominent,  and  very 
close ;  hinge  line  curved ;  surface  with  transverse,  shallow,  irre- 
gular wrinkles.     Length  equal  to  two-thirds  of  its  breadth. 

Coal  shale,  Polmont,  Stirlingshire. 

10.  Pachyodon  Amygdala.     PL  XVI.  fig.  8. 

Inflated,  anterior  side  rounded;  posterior  side  acuminated, 
with  an  acute  beak-like  termination ;  umbones  rather  obtuse  and 
remote;  basal  line  considerably  arcuated;  surface  with  many 
irregular  acute  wrinkles. 

Ironstone  shale.  Low  Moore,  Yorkshire. 

11.  Pachyodon  exoletus.    PL  XVI.  fig.  4. 

Shell  transversely  elongate,  its  breadth  about  double  its  length ; 
surface  quite  smooth ;  umbones  blunt,  placed  near  to  the  anterior 
6ide,  which  is  round ;  posterior  side  acuminated  and  subacute ; 
hinge  line  slightly  arcuated,  basal  line  nearly  parallel;  thickness 
^somewhat  more  tnan  half  its  length. 

Ironstone  shale.  Low  Moore,  near  Bradford. 

12.  Pachyodon  dubim.     PL  XVI.  fig.  5. 
Subovate,   both  sides  rounded;   umbones  slightly  produced 

and  rounded ;  hinge  and  basal  lines  arcuated ;  surface  with  nearly 
•obsolete,  irregular,  concentric  wrinkles. 
Coal  shale  near  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
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13.  Pachyodon  subtriangularis.     PL  XVI.  fig.  6. 

Subtriangular^  rather  inflated ;  umbones  veiy  prominent,  re- 
mote, being  nearly  a  quarter  of  an  inch  apart ;  hinge  line  almost 
paraUel;  basal  line  with  an  undulation;  both  sides  rather 
abruptly  sloping ;  surface  smooth,  with  a  slight  elevation  towards 
the  umbones. 

Ironstone  shale  at  Coalbrook  Dale. 

14.  Packyodon  Smtthii.     PL  XVI.  figs.  7,  8. 
Subtriangular,  rather  inflated;  umbones  subcentral,  prominent 

and  rounded,  inflected  and  quite  close;  anterior  side  rounded, 
posterior  side  subacute ;  surface  with  transverse,  rather  deep  irre- 
gular wrinkles;  breadth  about  a  third  more  than  its  length. 
Ironstone  shale  at  Sheden. 

15.  Pachyodon  Embletoni.     PL  XVI.  fig.  9. 
Subtriangular,  anterior  side  short  and  roimded;    umbones 

placed  much  to  one  side,  obtuse  above,  beaks  inflected  and  sharp- 
pointed;  hinge  line  considerably  arcuated;  posterior  side  gra- 
dually sloping,  and  terminating  in  a  narrow,  subtruncated,  rather 
short  beak ;  surface  with  transverse  irregular  wrinkles. 
Coal  shale  at  Middleton,  near  Leeds. 

16.  Pachyodon  Heyii.     PL  XVI.  fig.  10. 

Subtriangular,  inflated ;  anterior  side  abruptly  sloping ;  poste- 
rior side  graduaUy  descending,  terminating  in  an  oblique  sub- 
truncation  and  slightly  beaked ;  hinge  line  arcuated,  basal  line 
very  slightly  curved ;  umbones  prominent,  but  obtuse  and  quite 
close  at  the  beaks;  surface  with  many  concentric  wrinkles;  a 
longitudinal,  gradually  widening,  shallow  groove  emanates  from 
the  imibones  and  terminates  on  the  basal  margin. 

Ironstone  shale  at  Sheden. 

17.  Pachyodon  agrestis.     PL  XVI.  fig.  11. 
Subcompressed,  transversely  elongated;   anterior  side  much 

rounded,  posterior  side  lengthened  and  subacute,  descending  in  a 
nearly  parallel  line  from  the  umbones,  which  are  very  obtuse  and 
remote ;  on  the  posterior  side  a  longitudinal,  wide,  obUque,  shal- 
low groove  takes  its  rise  on  the  disc  and  terminates  on  the  basal 
margin,  below  which  there  is  a  flexure  on  the  edge ;  whole  surface 
covered  with  very  coarse  transverse  wrinkles ;  thickness  f  ths  of  an 
inch. 

Ironstone  shale  near  Sheden. 

18.  Pachyodon  similis.     PL  XVI.  fig.  12. 
Compressed ;  anterior  side  rounded  from  the  umbones,  which 

are  hanUy  produced  but  very  contiguous ;  posterior  side  nearly 
Ann.  S^  Mag.  N.  Hist.  Vol.^i.  2E 
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parallel^  obliquely  truncate,  with  a  sUghtly  tumed-up  beak  below ; 
hinge  Une  nearly  straight,  basal  line  somewhat  arcuated;  snr&ce 
irregularly  wrinlded  transversely. 
Coal  shale  at  Middleton,  near  Leeds. 

19.  Pachyodon  turgidus.     PI.  XVI.  figs.  13, 14. 

Inflated;  thickness  nearly  seven-eighths  of  an  inch;  breadth 
an  inch  and  three-eighths ;  umbones  prominent,  set  a  httle  apart ; 
anterior  side  short,  sUghtly  subtruncate;  posterior  side  nearly 
parallel  above,  with  a  truncated  termination ;  hinge  line  almost 
parallel,  basal  Une  with  a  slight  flexure;  surface  with  pretty 
strong  irregular  wrinkles. 

Coal  shde  at  Wakefield. 

20.  Pachyodon  nucleus.     PL  XVI.*  fig.  1. 

Inflated,  transversely  ovate ;  imibones  subacute  and  remote ; 
hinge  line  nearly  straight ;  anterior  side  a  little  acute,  posterior 
side  elongated  and  acuminate;  basal  line  subarcuated;  surfiice 
with  shallow  transverse  wrinkles. 

Coal  shale  at  Woodhall,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Pentland  Hills^ 
near  Edinburgh. 

21.  Pachyodon  Blaydsii.     PI.  XVI.*  fig.  2. 

ObUquely  subtriangular,  inflated;  umbones  prominent  and 
remote ;  hinge  line  nearly  straight ;  anterior  side  parallel  above 
its  termination,  suddenly  rounded;  posterior  side  acuminated^ 
straight  above,  with  an  obliquely  truncated  termination,  sharply 
beaked  below;  basal  line  ascending  from  the  point  opposite  the 
umbones.  Length  ^ths  of  an  inch;  breadth  ^ths;  thickness 
nearly  half  an  inch. 

Coal  shale  at  Middleton,  near  Leeds. 

22.  Pachyodon  Aldamii.  PL  XVI.*  fig.  3- 
Subcompressed,  flexuose  and  subtriangular;  umbones  sub- 
central,  very  obtuse,  set  ^th  of  an  inch  apart ;  hinge  line  sUghtly 
arcuated ;  anterior  side  abruptly  descending  from  the  umbones, 
beneath  which  it  is  shghtly  rounded  with  a  flexure  below,  some- 
what produced  on  the  margin  immediately  under  the  imibones ; 
posterior  side  gently  sloping  and  rounded,  with  a  shallow  furrow 
emanating  from  below  the  umbones,  and  rapidly  widening,  termi- 
nates on  the  base ;  basal  line  flexuose.  Length  1|  inch ;  breadth 
2^  inches ;  thickness  1  inch. 

The  greatest  thickness  of  the  shell  is  at  the  middle  of  the  discs, 
from  whence  it  rapidly  becomes  thin  towards  the  margins. 
Coal  shale  at  Whitehaven. 

23.  Pachyodon  antiquus,     PL  XVI.*  fig.  4. 
Transversely  elongated,  subcompressed ;  umbones  very  obtuse 
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and  remote;  anterior  side  short,  nearly  straight  above,  with  a 
cleft  termination;  posterior  side  lone,  ^ith  an  obliquely  sub- 
tnineate  termination,  point  below  a  little  rounded ;  ninge  line 
rery  slightly  arcuated ;  a  pretty  deep  transverse  furrow  runs  close 
to  and  nearly  parallel  witn  the  superior  margin  on  the  posterior 
wde;  basal  margin  i^ith  a  sUght  hollow  posteriorly;  surface  with 
strong  trans\'ersc  wrinkles,  and  a  few  irregular,  nearly  obsolete, 
JoDgitudinal  furrows,  producing  an  antiquated  appearance; 
thickness  |ths  of  an  indi. 

Ironstone  shale.  Low  Moore,  near  Bradford. 

24.  Pachyodon  trantvernts.    PI.  XM.*  fig.  5. 

Transversely  elongated ;  umbones  blunt  and  obliquely  rounded; 
anterior  side  short,  rounded  and  slightly  produced  at  the  extre- 
mity;  posterior  side  long,  gradually  declmmg  from  the  umbones, 
endmg  in  an  obUquely  truncate  termination,  rather  acutely  beaked 
below;  hinge  line  nearly  straight,  basal  line  with  a  slight  flexure 
posteriorly;  surface  rather  smooth. 

Coal  shale  at  l^Iiddleton,  near  Leeds. 

25.  Pachyodon  hamatus.     PI.  XVI.'*'  fig.  6. 

Oblong-ovate,  considerably  inflated;  umbones  large,  produced 
and  slightly  inflected;  anterior  side  rounded,  posterior  side  sub- 
acute; hinse  line  nearly  parallel;  basal  margin  a  little  arcuated; 
sorfieice  with  strong  concentric  wrinkles. 

Found  by  Dr.  Fleming  in  the  Oxford  clay  at  Gristhoi'pe  Bay. 

26.  Pachyodon  vetuthu.     PI.  XVL*  fig.  7. 

Transversely  elongated,  compressed;  umbones  very  obtuse 
and  depressea;  anterior  side  short  and  subacute;  posterior  side 
long,  broad,  and  rounded  at  the  extremity ;  hinge  and  basnl  lines 
very  slightly  arcuated ;  external  surface  with  pretty  bi-oad,  shal- 
low, concentric  wrinkles. 

Found  by  Dr.  Flemincin  the  carbonaceous  shale  at  Gristhorpc. 

I  am  strongly  inclinea  to  consider  this  species  as  belonging  to 
the  genus  Alasmod&n,  with  which  it  agrees  in  all  its  external 
characters. 

27.  Pachyodon  levedcnsis.    PI.  XVL*  fig.  8. 

Subtriangular  wedge-shaped ;  umbones  rounded,  situate  con- 
siderably to  one  side ;  anterior  side  very  short  and  abruptly  de- 
scending; posterior  side  long,  acuminated,  its  superior  margin 
gradually  inclining  to  a  truncated  termination ;  oasal  margin 
nearly  straight ;  surface  with  transverse  antiquated  wrinkles. 

Coal  shale  at  Middleton,  near  IjcchIs. 
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28.  Pachyodon  ptjramiJaiui.    PI.  XVL*  fig-  9. 

Subtriangular  cuneiform,  somewhat  pyramidal ;  umboncs 
large,  contiguous,  extremely  obtuse;  anterior  side  very  short, 
abruptly  descending  and  rounded  below;  posterior  side  elon- 
gateo,  its  superior  line  gradually  descending  to  a  blunt  acumi- 
nated termination,  thick  on  the  anterior  side,  and  becoming 
rapidly  compressed  posteriorly;  base  acute,  slightly  flcxuose  and 
thm  at  the  edge ;  surface  with  shallow  irregular  wrinkles ;  thick- 
ness equal  to  two-thirds  its  length. 

Ironstone  shale  at  Low  Moore;  also  in  shale  at  Woodhall, 
near  Edinburgh. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  following  friends  for  the  use  of  the  above 
specimens : — ^to  Dr.  Fleming,  Broughton  View,  Pendleton,  ]\Ian- 
chester,  for  Nos.  24  and  25;  Thomas  Wm.  Embleton,  Esq.,  Mid- 
dleton  Hall,  near  Leeds,  for  8,  14,  17,  20,  23  and  26,  kindly 
presented  to  me ;  Mr.  Samuel  Gibson,  Hebdcn  Bridge,  for  8, 
14,  17,  20,  28  and  26;  William  Rhmd,  Esq.,  Siu-geon,  Edin- 
burgh, for  9  and  19 ;  W.  C.  Williamson,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  ]\Ian- 
chester,  for  18 ;  and  I^Ir.  Bobertson,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for 
No.  12. 


XLYIII. — A  Century  of  new  Genera  and  Species  of  Orchidaceous 
Plants.    Characterized  by  Professor  Lindley. 

[Continued  (Vom  vol.  x.  p.  180.] 

Decade  2. 

11.  Masdivallia  minuta;  folio  lineari-Ianceolato  camoso  acnto 
scapo  unifloro  duplo  breviore,  floribus  cylindraceis  hinc  gibbosis, 
se[Mdis  linearibus  acuminatis  SMjualibus. 

Surinam  (Hostmann,  no.  151). 

The  whole  plant  only  two  inches  high,  flowers  included.  Flowers 
apparently  dull  orange.  Petals  bidentate.  Lip  linear,  very  slightly 
uiddentate  on  each  side. 

12.  SnisiB  paucijiora ;  folio  obovato-lanceolato  obtuso  tridentato  in 
petiolum  angustato,  spica  soHtaria  nutante  folio  subaequali,  floribus 
distantibus,  bracteis  acuminatis,  sepalis  subrotundU  subsequalibus 
ciliatis  intus  pilosis,  petaiis  ciliatis  labelloque  camosis. 

Brazil  (Miers). 

Leaf  about  2}  inches  long.  Flowers  four  or  five  on  a  raceme,  about 
half  an  inch  apart. 

13.  Stblis  Miersii  \  folio  lineari  spathulato  obtuso  plano-convcxo 
emarg^nato,  spicis  subsolitariis  folio  subiequalibus  secundis,  brac- 
teis ovatis  apiculatis,  sepalis  ovatis  supremo  minore  latcralibus 
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extus  trinerviis,  pctalis  membranaceb  subtniocatis.  labello  orato 

acuto. 
Brazil  (Miers). 

Flowen  very  small,  pale  straw-colour.    Leaves  about  two  inches 
long.     Near  S,  spathulata. 

14.  Stblis  Serra ;  folio  oblongs  marginato  apiculato  baai  anguatato, 
•picis  subgeminis  erectis  strictis  duplo  longioribus,  bracteb  disti- 
chis  ovatis  acutis  intemodiis  longioribus«.sepaIis  rotundatis,  petalis 
retusis  membranaceis,  labello  membranaceo  tnlobo. 

Peru,  in  prov.  Chachapoyas  (Mathews). 

Whole  plant  about  three  inches  high.  Flowers  a  little  longer  than 
the  bracts,  very  small. 

15.  Stblis /ejruof a  ;  folio  oblongo  acute  tridentato  marginato  in  pe- 
tiolum  angustato,  racemis  subgeminis  filiformibus  flexuosis  multi- 
floris  2 — dplo  longioribus,  bracteis  minimis  ovatis  acutis  pedicellis 
brevioribus. 

Peru  (Mathews,  no.  1910). 

Leaves  about  three-<^uarters  of  an  inch  long.  Racemes  drooping, 
sigzag ;  bracts  very  mmute  at  the  angles  of  the  axis. 

16.  PLSuaoTHALLis  Qurea  \  folio  sessili  oblongo  horizontali  obtusis* 
simo,  racemo  stricto  solitario  4plo  longiore,  sepalis  lineari-lanceo- 
latis  acuminatis  intus  glanduloso-scabris  lateralibus  basi  tantum 
connatis,  petalb  oblongis  obtusis  carinatis  triplo  brevioribus,  labello 
obovato  apice  rotundato  lineis  duabus  flexuosis  elevatis,  clinandrio 
lacero. 

Caraccat  (Linden,  no.  634). 

The  flowers  are  bright  yellow,  probably  with  a  little  purple  streak- 
ing. The  raceme  is  nine  inches  long.  The  sepals  are  seven  lines  long. 
The  habit  is  that  of  P.  racemiflora,  to  which  and  P.  pulchella  it  is 
nearly  related. 

17.  Plburothallis  Lindenii;  caule  nudo  folio  oblongo-lanceolato 
acuminato  sessili  duplo  longiore,  racemo  filiformi  solitario  pendulo 
folio  breviore,  sepabs  subdiaphanis  acuminatis  glabris  lateralibus 
in  cochlear  connatis,  petalis  squilongis  acuminatis  coriaceis,  labello 
nano  cordato  acuto.  ^ 

Caraccas  (Linden,  no.  630). 

Flowers  large,  apparently  violet,  about  four  on  the  lax  solitary 
raceme.  Perhaps  this  with  P.  Mathewsii  and  some  other  long- 
petaled  species  may  form  a  good  section  in  this  difficult  genus. 

18.  Epidbndrum  (^EncycUum)  Lindenii;  foliis  binis  oblong^  obtusis 
racemi  pedunculo  a^qualibus,  racemo  laxo,  floribus  camo«is,  sepalis 
lanceolatis  obtusiusculis,  petalis  basi  angustatis,  labclli  subrotundi 
S-lobi  laciuiis  lateralibus  rotundatis,  intermedia  subcuneata,  callo 
disci  tomentoso,  clinandrio  obtuse  3-deutato,  cardinis  appendice 
bidcntata. 

Caraccae  (Linden,  no.  624). 

Very  near  Epidcndrum  pferocarpum,  but  the  flowers  are  laiger,  and 
apparently  deep  rose-colour. 
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19.  Epidbndrum  (Spaihium)  refractum  ;  folio  carnoso  ovato-oblongo 
coriaceo  obtuso,  pedunculo  elongato  spathis  plurimis  fulcatis  ob- 
tusU  disdnctis  vaginato,  racemo  brevi  4 — 5-floro  cernuo,  floribus 
camosis,  sepalia  oblongis  acutis  dorsali  refracto,  petalis  ovalibus 
f ubconfonnibu9»  labello  subrotundo  cordato  trilobo  basi  bivemicoso 
per  medium  calloso,  lacinia  intermedia  abbreviata  tnmcata. 

Caraccat  (Linden,  no.  618). 

A  very  singular  plant,  witb  six  or  seven  herbaceous,  eqaitant,  di- 
ttinct  fsdcate  spathcs  on  a  peduncle  about  nine  inches  long.  The 
sepaU  are  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  long. 

20.  Epidbnoruu  (Euepidendrum)  aquaticum  ;  caule  ancipiti  ramoso, 
foliis  lineari-oblongis  acutis  panicula  simplici  pauciflora  (aut  ra- 
cemo) paulo  brevioribus,  sepalis  oblongis  petalisque  linearibus  ob- 
tnsia,  labello  camoso  alte  cordato  cucullato  basi  ecalloso,  clinandrio 
utrinque  bidentato. 

Brazil  (Grardner,  no.  4344) ;  an  aquatic. 

The  branches  of  this  are  four  or  five  inches  long,  the  leaves  from 
half  an  inch  to  two  inches.    The  flowers  small  and  green. 


XLIX. — On  a  new  species  of  Marmozette  in  the  British  Museum 
Collection.    By  John  Edwakd  Gkay,  Esq.,  F.R.S. 

To  Richard  Taylor,  Esq. 

Mt  dear  Sir^  ' 
Among  the  new  Mammalia  recently  received  by  the  British 
Museum  is  a  species  of  Marmozette,  which  is  very  interesting 
as  coming  from  jMexico,  all  the  species  hitherto  described  hanng 
been  found  in  the  Brazils.  I  have  named  it,  from  the  peculiar 
colouring  of  its  under  side,  the  Red-beUied  Marmozette. 

Jacchus  rufitenter. 

Black,  grisled  by  the  white  tips  of  the  hair,  which  are  more  abun- 
dant on  the  loins  and  thighs ;  chest,  inner  side  of  the  legs, 
under  side  of  body  and  spot  on  the  middle  of  the  crown  of  the 
head  chestnut-brown;  tail  elongated,  black;  ears  large,  not 
penciled. 
Inhab.  Mexico. 

This  species  is  verj'  di^^tinct  in  its  coloration  from  any  other 
of  the  described  species.  I  was  at  first  inclined  to  regard  it  as 
a  variety  of  Jacchus  mclaniirus,  but  that  species  is  described  as 
brown  and  fulvous  beneath,  and  on  comparing  the  longer  de- 
scription of  the  species  given  in  Kuhl  with  our  animal,  it  is  evi- 
dently distinct. 

Yours  truly, 
John  Edward  Gray. 
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L. — Observations  on  the  Classification  of  the  Mammalia.  By 
George  B.  Waterhouse,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  and  Cu- 
rator to  the  Zoological  Society,  &c. 
The  following  observations  are  chiefly  explanatory  of  the  accom- 
panying tabular  arrangement,  in  which  I  have  attempted  to  group 
the  various  orders  of  the  class  Mammalia  so  as  to  display  their 
mutual  relations : 


In  this  table  the  orders  are  represented  by  circles  :  the  numbers 
in  the  circles  indicate  the  order  of  succession  in  which  it  appears 
to  me  the  great  groups  should  follow  each  other  when  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  treat  of  them  as  though  they  formed  a  linear  series*  : 
*  The  extensive  collection  of  Mammalia  belonging  to  the  Zoological 
Society  was  arranged  by  myself,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1836,  in  the 
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those  numbered  1  to  9  inclusive  comprise  the  nine  orders  rf 
Placental  MammaUa;  and  the  lowest  circle,  10,  represents  the 
Implacental  Manmials,  which  in  the  structure  of  their  brain^  and 
in  their  generative  and  vascular  systems,  exhibit  the  lowest  grade 
of  organization  observable  in  the  class ;  that  is,  the  most  remote 
from  man,  and  the  most  approximate  to  the  oviparous  classes. 

The  Placental  series  appears  to  divide  itself  into  two  great 
masses  or  sections,  the  first  or  highest  of  which  includes  the 
circles  1  to  4,  and  the  second  is  represented  by  the  four  lower 
circles,  6  to  9  inclusive.  The  higher  section  embraces  those 
species  which  possess  in  a  well-developed  condition  the  four  kinds 
of  teeth,  viz.  incisors,  canines,  false  molars,  and  true  molars. 
They  are  chiefljr  animals  of  prey,  carnivorous  or  insectivorous,  if 
we  except  the  highest  circle,  which  contains  those  mammals  which 
approach  in  all  their  characters  most  nearly  to  man,  and  are 
chiefly  frugivorous :  here  the  brain  presents  at  first — ^that  is,  in 
the  highest  Qmdrumana — a  structure  very  similar  to  that  of  man ; 
but  in  the  lowest  Lemuridie,  which  are  always  placed  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Quadrumanous  series,  we  find  the  cerebrum  comparatively 
small,  the  anterior  lobes  in  some*,  but  little  developed  and  con- 
tracted in  front,  instead  of  presenting  the  rounded  and  expanded 
condition  as  in  man.  The  convolutions  of  the  hemispheres  are  but 
few  in  nimiber  and  very  symmetrical.  The  cerebellum  is  in  a  great 
measure  exposed.  In  the  lowest  American  Monkeys  is  a  struc- 
ture of  brain  which  may  be  regarded  as  intermediate  between 
that  observable  in  the  Lemurs  and  that  of  the  higher  Quadru- 
mana.  Thus  in  the  genus  Midas  the  brain  is  almost  destitute 
of  convolutions,  but  its  superiority  over  that  of  the  Lemurs  is 
evinced  in  the  comparatively  great  development  of  the  cerebrum, 

following  order:  vie.  1.  Quadrumana,  2.  Cheiroptera^  3.  Fer€B,  4.  Cetacea, 
5.  Pachydermataj  6.  Ruminantiaj  7.  Bodentia,  8.  Edentata^  and  9.  Marsu- 
piata.  The  MS.  catalogue  of  this  collection  being  prepared  early  in  1837, 
was  ordered  to  be  published  and  appeared  in  1838.  Since  the  pubh'cation  of 
that  catalogue  I  have  adopted  M.  de  Blaiuville's  views  respecting  the  In- 
eectivora,  that  is,  in  regarding  them  as  a  separate  order.  In  placing  the 
Marsupial  animals  at  the  end  of  the  series  I  followed  M.  de  Blamville  and 
Prof.  Owen,  and  was  especially  induced  to  do  so  through  the  writings  of  the 
latter  author. 

This  classification,  which  has  been  adopted  by  Prof  Owen  and  Mr.  Martin, 
it  will  be  seen,  is  essentially  the  same  as  the  one  here  proposed,  though,  by 
placing  the  orders  as  in  the  above  table,  many  important  facts  may  he  ex- 
pressed which  could  not  be  displayed  by  arranging  them  in  a  linear  series. 
I  ought  to  observe,  that  in  Prof.  Owen's  linear  disposition  of  the  orders  (see 
the  '  Cyclopaedia  of  Anat.  and  Phys.'  part  21),  the  Edentata  precede  the  Ro- 
dents, and  are  not,  as  in  the  Catalogue  of  the  Zoological  Society's  Collection, 
placed  qfter  that  group.     This  change  I  adopt,  but  with  some  hesitation. 

*  See  Recherches  d' Anatomic  compar^e  sur  le  genre  Stenops  d'llliger, 
by  Prof.  Vrolik. 
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which  is  much  less  contracted  in  front,  and  is  produced  poste* 
riorly  so  as  ahnost  totally  to  conceal  the  cerebelkun*. 

Taking  the  general  form  of  the  brain  into  consideration,  the  Pla- 
cental Mammalia  would  appear  divisible  into  two  sections  :  first, 
those  in  which  the  cerebrum  is  genomllyof  a  rounded  form,  obtuse 
in  front  and  provided  with  distinct  convolutions ;  and  secondly, 
those  in  which  the  cerebrum  is  destitute  of  convolutions,  or 
nearly  so,  and  usuallycontraoted  in  front.  The  first  division  would 
contain  the  Quadnanana,  Camivora,  Ceiacea,  Pachydermata  and 
Rwmrumtia,  and  the  second  would  contain  the  Cheiroptera,  Insec*- 
tivora,  Edentata  and  Rodmtia.  Again,  the  succession  of  the 
orders  of  the  first  division  as  they  are  placed  above  would,  in  a 
general  way,  tolerably  well  express  the  grade  of  development  in 
the  parts  of  the  brain  of  each,  the  proportion  of  the  cerebrum  to 
the  cerebellum,  and  of  these  to  the  spinal  chord  and  medulla 
oblongata.  The  medullary  substance  of  the  cerebrum  is  at  first 
deep,  and  the  capacity  of  the  lateral  ventricles  is  small;  the 
optic  lobes  and  the  olfactory  tubercles  are  also  small  in  propor- 
tion to  the  brain,  whilst  the  corpus  striatum,  optic  thahuni  and 
corpora  striata  are  well  developed.  The  cerebellum  is  concealed, 
whilst  in  the  last-mentioned  of  these  orders  (the  Rvminantia)  the 
cerebellum  is  exposed ;  the  medulla  oblongata  and  spinal  chord 
are  proportionately  large,  and  so  are  the  optic  lobes,  and  the 
olfactory  tubercles  still  more  so.  The  Camwora  form  an  inter* 
mediate  group  in  these  ohmtu^rs. 

I  must  notice  however  the  remarkable  exception  which  the 
Seals  and  Cetacea  form:  they  both  have  a  highly  organized 
brain ;  the  Seals  as  compared  with  other  Camivoray  imd  th^  Ceta- 
ceans immensely  so,  as  compared  with  the  orders  near  whidi  they 
are  placed.  We  should  however  perhaps  take  into  consideration 
that  the  brain  has  to  be  educated  fr^nn  without ;  and  when  we 
perceive  the  imperfections  in  the  eihicatory  media— the  senses^ — 
in  the  Whales,  where  the  organ  of  smell  is  either  wanting  or  exists 
only  in  a  very  imperfect  condition,  where  the  hands  are  trans- 
formed into  fins  covered  by  a  common  integument,  we  can  con- 
ceive that  the  highly  organized  brain  is  given  to  the  Whale  to 
compensate  for  tibese  deficiencies,  and  that  its  intelligence  is  not 
necessarily  in  degree  equal  to  what  might  be  inferred  from  the 
consideration  of  the  brain  abstractedly.  The  same  remarks  will 
apply  to  a  certain  extent  to  the  Seals,  and  to  some  other  mammals. 

In  the  other  classes  I  will  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  order 
of  succession  of  the  groups  will  display  the  modifications  exhi- 
biting a  higher  or  lower  grade  of  organization  in  the  brain ;  the 

*  The  brain  of  Midas  rufimanus  is  figured  and  deicribed  by  Prof.  Owen 
in  Part  I.  of  the  Philosophical  Transactions  for  1837. 
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materials  at  my  disposal  for  forming  a  just  ocmdosion  on  tJiis 
point  are  most  inadequate. 

Bat  are  we  in  a  condition  to  take  for  basis  of  a  dassificatian 
of  the  Mammalia,  the  structure  of  the  brain  ? — I  think  not : 
though  in  the  case  of  the  Marsupialia  it  has  afforded  characters 
serving  to  separate  that  from  other  sections,  and  to  indicate  its 
^  j^rgper  position  in  the  system,  I  am  not  prepared  to  follow  thoee 
.V  naturalists  who  would,  in  our  present  state  of  information,  take 
this  organ  as  one  of  primary  importance  in  the  distribution  of 
the  orders  of  the  Placental  series  of  Mammals.  I  cannot  adopt 
the  two  great  sections  of  this  series  as  apparently  indicated  by 
the  smooth  and  anteriorly  contracted  cerebrum  on  the  one  hanc^ 
and  the  convoluted  cerebrum  with  its  rounded  anterior  porticm 
on  the  other.  Were  I  to  do  so,  I  should  find  it  necessary  to 
remove  some  of  the  Lemurs  from  their  group  in  the  highest 
order  of  the  first  section,  and  to  place  them  in  the  second  section. 

As  regards  the  Cetaceans,  although  the  condition  of  the  senses 
may  be  taken  into  account  in  considering  the  brain  with  a  view- 
to  forming  an  estimation  of  their  inteUigence,  so  highly  an  or- 
ganized brain  as  is  possessed  by  that  group,  it  appears  to  me, 
forbids  its  being  placed  at  the  end  of  the  class,  as  has  been  done. 
The  stomach  is  very  complicated,  being  divided  into  four  or  more 
compartments.  The  dentition  is  very  abnormal ;  the  teeth  how- 
ever will,  I  strongly  suspect,  bear  a  closer  comparison  in  their 
structure  with  the  simple  teeth,  sometimes  observed  in  the  first 
great  carnivorous  section  (as  in  some  of  the  Seals)  than  with  the 
simple  teeth  of  the  Edentata.  On  the  whole,  the  Cetacea  are 
perhaps  most  conveniently  located  between  the  great  carnivorous 
and  the  herbivorous  sections ;  and  as  in  the  table,  they  may  be 
connected  with  the  Pachydermata  through  the  Lamantin,  &;c.^ 
and  with  the  Camivora  through  the  Seals.  As  regards  the  latter, 
the  relationship  of  the  Cetacea  to  the  Seals,  this  is  certainly 
somewhat  remote,  for  the  multilobulate  kidneys,  formed  in  both 
groups,  as  well  as  those  characters  which  are  simply  adaptive  for 
Uieir  aquatic  habits,  I  cannot  but  regard  as  of  httle  value  as 
indicative  of  affinity. 
T^^  The  Manatus,  Dugong  and    Bytina  have  by  Cuvier  been 

associated  with  the  true  Whales.  From  this  view  De  Blainville, 
Prof.  Owen*,  and  some  other  zoologists  and  anatomists  have 
dissented.  De  Blainville  places  the  animals  in  question  with  the 
Pachydermata,  and  Prof.  Owen  strongly  inclines  to  the  same 
opinion :  "  We  have  seen  (observes  Prof.  Owen)  that  the  whole 
of  the  internal  structure  in  the  herbivorous  Cetacea  (Dugong, 

*  See  this  autIior*s  account  of  the  anatomy  of  the  Dugong  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Zoological  Society  for  March  1838 ;  and  Ann.  Nat.  Hist« 
vol.  ii.  p.  300. 
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Manatus,  Sec,)  differs  as  widely  from  that  of  the  carnivorous 
Cetacea  as  do  their  habits :  that  the  amount  of  variation  is  as 
great  as  well  could  be  in  animals  of  the  same  class^  existing  in 
the  same  great  deep.  The  junction  of  the  Dugongs  and  Ma- 
natees with  the  true  Whales  cannot  therefore  be  admitted  in  a 
distribution  of  animab  according  to  the  organization.  With 
much  superficial  resemblance^  the^  have  little  real  or  organic 
affinity  to  the  Wahrus^  which  exhibits  an  extreme  modification  of 
the  amphibious  carnivorous  type.  I  conclude^  therefore^  that  the 
Dugong  and  its  congeners  must  either  form  a  group  apart^  or  be 
joined,  as  in  the  classification  of  De  Blainville,  with  the  Pachy- 
derms, with  which  the  herbivorous  Cetacea  have  the  nearest 
affinities,  and  to  which  they  seem  to  have  been  more  immediately 
linked  by  the  now  lost  Dinotherium" 

On  the  whole  then  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  researches  of  the 
author  just  quoted,  and  of  De  Blainville,  will  bear  out  the  as- 
sumption, that  the  animals  forming  the  family  of  herbivorous 
Cetacea  in  the '  B^gne  Animal'  are  in  feet  aquatic  Pachydermata, 
bearing  the  same  relations  to  the  ordinary  Pachyderms  as  do 
the  Seals  (of  which  group  the  Wahrus  forms  part)  to  the  Camu 
vora.  That  there  is  a  strong  analogy  between  these  animals  and 
the  true  Cetaceans  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  there  is  any  direct 
affinity  I  think  is  doubtful. 

In  the  circles  representing  the  difierent  orders,  I  have  intro- 
duced those  genera  belonging  to  each  which  appear  to  approach 
most  nearly  to  other  orders.  Most  of  these  approaches  of  genera 
of  one  order  to  the  general  characters  of  other  orders  have  been 
before  pointed  out ;  I  cannot  pass  on,  however,  without  making 
some  observations  upon  the  nature  of  these  approaches.  Exam- 
ples of  this  kind  are  numerous,  and  have  given  rise  to  a  common 
beUef,  that,  as  a  general  rule  at  least,  the  various  sections  of 
animals,  even  those  of  the  highest  value,  are  gradually  linked 
together.  It  has  been  most  frequently  stated,  that  the  groups, 
large  and  smaU,  of  which  the  animal  kingdom  is  composed, 
blend  imperceptibly  into  each  other;  and  supposing  this  view  to 
be  correct,  it  follows  that  there  are  many  species  so  well  balanced 
in  their  characters,  that  they  cannot  in  a  classification,  without 
doing  violence  to  those  characters,  be  placed  in  any  particular 
order;  these  links  must  be  arranged  between  the  orders,  the 
characters  of  which  they  combine.  But  in  those  groups  to  which 
I  have  paid  most  attention,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  tnat  species 
which  even  appear  to  require  to  be  so  located,  are  far  from  being 
numerous,  and  moreover,  that  in  proportion  as  knowledge  of  the 
groups  and  species  increases,  so  does  the  number  of  supposed 
finks  decrease ;  that  is  to  say,  it  becomes  less  and  less  doubtful 
as  to  the  group  in  which  an  animal  should  be  placed.     A  short 
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time  back  the  section  Marmpiata  was  regarded  by  many  aa  an 
unnatural  assemblage  of  species  which  in  reali^  belonged  to 
other  orders  or  groups;  and  on  this  point  Prof.  Owen  obsenres, 
*'  It  may  be  admitted,  that  at  the  period  when  the  most  judidous 
and  learned  naturalist,  the  then  Vice-secretary  of  the  Zoological 
Society,  published  his  reasons  for  rejecting  the  Marstqmlia  as  a 
distinct  group  in  the  '  Systema  Mammalium,'  and  for  distributing 
them  among  different  placental  orders,  according  to  their  sup- 
posed closer  affinities,  the  contrary  views  set  forth  by  M.  de 
Blainville  were  defective  in  that  kind  of  evidence  which  could 
alone  render  them  convincing.  The  oi^anization  of  the  Marsu- 
pial animals  was  not  at  that  time  sufficiently  elucidated  to  render 
any  opinion  as  to  their  natural  affinities  really  vahd.  Subsequent 
dissections  have  however  shown,  that  the  hypothesis  which  Cuvier 
had  sanctioned  by  his  authority  was  correct.  The  Marsupial 
animals  have  been  proved  to  agree  among  themselves,  and  to 
differ  from  the  analogous  placental  species  by  several  important 
modifications  not  suspected  when  the  Mammalia  in  the  museum 
of  the  Zoological  Society  were  arranged  according  to  the  quinary 
system  *." 

Here  we  have  a  case,  which,  though  it  goes  beyond  my  propo- 
sition, will  serve  to  illustrate  the  impression  which  I  wish  to  con- 
vey :  various  Marsupial  animals,  which  are  now  all  but  universally 
admitted  to  form  a  natural  group,  have  been  supposed  (when 
materials  for  forming  a  just  conclusion  were  not  at  hand)  to  be 
members  of  other  great  divisions  of  the  Manmialia. 

Mr.  Bennett  asks,  "  What  is  there  of  importance  in  the  struc- 
ture of  the  Wombat,  except  this  soUtary  character  of  the  Marsu- 
S)ium,  to  separate  it  from  the  Bodent  ord^  ?  ^'  But  further  in- 
brmation  of  the  Wombat  is  acquired ;  it  is  found  to  possess  some 
other  characters  in  common  with  the  other  Marsvpiata,  ^^  Surely 
the  different  groups  of  animals  are  imperceptibly  linked  together,'^ 
might  then  have  been  the  remark ;  or,  it  might  have  been  disco^ 
vered  that  other  animals  possessing  the  pouch  approached  very 
nearly  to  this  supposed  Rodent  on  the  one  hand  and  to  the  car- 
nivorous Marsupials  on  the  other,  and  the  same  remark  might 
have  been  uttered.  What  said  Cuvier  in  1889  relating  to  this 
same  animal  ? — '^  That  it  is  a  true  Rodent  as  regards  its  dentition 
and  intestines,  its  only  relation  to  the  Camwora  being  evinced 
in  the  articulating  portion  of  the  lower  jaw;  and  in  a  rigorously 
exact  system  it  would  be  necessary  to  place  it  with  the  Rodentia^ 
we  should,  in  fact,  have  there  arranged  it,  if  we  had  not  been  led 
to  the  Wombat  by  a  regular  uninterrupted  series  from  the  Opos- 
sums to  the  Phalangers,  from  them  to  the  Kangaroos,  and  from 

•  Trans.  Zool.  Soc.  vol.  ii.  part  iv.  p.  330. 
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these  last  to  the  Wombat ;  and^  finally,  if  it  were  not  that  the 
organs  of  generation  in  that  animal  were  perfectly  similar  to  those 
of  all  belonging  to  the  family  Marsupialia"  The  Wombat  then 
is  an  animal  which  appeared  to  link  two  orders  or  large  sections, 
the  RodenHa  and  the  Marstqnata;  but  this  case  would  have 
been  insufficient  to  support  the  belief  that  these  two  groups  very 
gradually  blended  into  each  other ;  for  (admitting  the  Wombat 
approached  very  near  to  the  Rodents)  it  would  have  been  further 
necessary  to  point  out  the  species  of  Rodents  which  linked  the 
ordtr,  of  which  they  formed  part,  with  the  Wombat.  Cuvier 
observed  that  this  animal  was  gradually  linked  with  other  Marsu- 
piata  (very  dissimilar  to  the  Rodents)  by  intermediate  species, 
and  mentions  that  fact  as  one  which  induced  him  to  place  it  in 
the  Marsupiate  division,  but  he  does  not  point  out  similar  links 
on  the  Rodent  side.  A  thorough  examination  of  the  Wombat 
and  numerous  other  Margtqnalia  has  now  shown  that  these  ani- 
mals are  much  more  closely  connected  than  was  supposed ;  most 
important  peculiarities  in  these  animals  have  been  discovered, 
and  the  degree  of  relationship  which  the  animal  under  consider- 
ation bears  to  the  Rodents  must  in  proportion  be  modified.  On 
the  other  hand.  Prof.  Owen,  in  his  dissection  of  a  certain  Rodent 
(the  Biscacha*,  Lagostomus  trichodactylus),  has  discovered  pecu- 
liarities in  the  femsde  generative  organs  of  that  animal  in  which 
it  approaches  nearer  to  the  Marsupial  type  than  has  hitherto 
been  observed  in  any  of  the  Placental  series :  this  is  evinced  in 
the  presence  of  a  longitudinal  septum  dividing  the  vagina  into 
two  canals  for  upwards  of  an  inch  beyond  the  ora  tinea;  '^ru- 
diments of  a  vaginal  septum,^'  the  Professor  remarks,  "  occur  in 
the  young  or  virgin  state  of  several  genera ;  but  it  is  only  in  the 
Lagostomus  that  a  continuation  of  the  median  sq>aration  of  the 
genital  tubes  has  been  continued  beyond  the  uterine  portion 
8k>ng  so  great  an  extent  of  the  vagina  and  as  a  permanent  struc- 
ture.'^ Let  it  be  added  to  this,  that  in  the  order  Rodentia,  ge- 
nerally, other  characters  have  been  pointed  out  which  indicate 
that  this  group  evinces  the  nearest  approach  to  the  Marsupiata, 
jet  as  regards  the  two  nearest  species  respectively  of  these  neigh- 
bouring groups  I  cannot  perceive,  on  the  one  hand,  any  traces  in 
the  Wombat  of  the  pecuhar  characters  which  distinguish  the 
Lagostomus,  or  the  little  family  to  which  it  belongs,  from  other 
Rodents,  and  vice  versd.  There  is,  in  fact,  a  considerable  hiatus 
between  the  two  groups.  The  Lagostomus  is  essentially  a  Rodent, 
but  being  one  of  the  members  of  an  order  which  in  the  Placentd 
series  is  perhaps,  on  the  whole,  the  furthest  removed  from  the 
head  of  that  series,  and  also  it  being  certainly  one  among  the 

•  Proceedings  of  the  Zoological  Society  for  December  1839,  p.  177 ;  Ann. 
Nat  Hkt.  vol.  vi.  p.  68. 
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lowest  species  of  that  order^  it  begins  to  present  that  condition 
of  the  generative  organs  which  characterizes  the  last  section  of 
Mammals  (the  Marsupiaia),  and  which  is  there  accompanied  with 
other  characters  approaching  the  oviparous  types.     These  facts 
and  conclusions  relating  to  the  Biscaeha  induce  me  to  place  the 
genus  to  which  it  belongs  in  that  part  of  the  circle  representing 
tilie  Rodent  order  which  is  nearest  to  the  circle  of  the  Marsupiata. 
But  I  cannot  place  the  Wombat  {Phascolomys)  in  the  corre- 
sponding part  of  the  Marsupial  circle  without  observing,  that  it 
appears  to  me  its  relationship  to  the  Rodent  group  is  of  a  different 
nature  (or  at  least  differs  in  degree) ;  that  it  is  only  in  what  has 
been    aptly  termed  ^adaptive  characters^  that  its  approach  is 
evinced.     These  adaptive  characters  (which  I  conceive  are  by  no 
means  necessarily  connected  with  affinity)  consist  in  a  superficial 
resemblance,  owing  to  certain  similar  modifications  of  oi^ans 
connected  with  the  habits  of  the  species :  thus  the  Flying  Lemur 
(Galeopithecus),  Flying  Squirrel  (P/er<wny»),and  Flying  Phalanger 
{Petaurus)  have  a  considerable  resemblance  to  each  other,  arising 
from  each  being  adapted  to  a  mode  of  life  which  is  in  some  re- 
spects the  same  in  all,  but  the  groups  to  which  the  three  animals 
belong  are  in  important  zoological  characters  essentially  different; 
yet  it  must  be  observed,  that  as  the  Rodents  and  Marsupiaia  are 
more  near  to  each  other  than  either  are  to  the  Lemurida,  there 
exists  a  difference  of  degree  as  regards  the  extent  of  the  hiatus 
which  separates  the  three  flying  animals  referred  to :  so  it  is  I 
beUeve  with  the  Wombat ;  it  resembles  the  Rodents  in  certain 
adaptive  characters,  and  the  approach  to  the  Rodents  is  only  in 
degree  equal  to  the  approach  of  the  order  Rodentia  to  the  order 
Marsupiaia,  The  Loffostomus  not  only  possesses  characters  which 
link  the  Rodentia  to  the  Marsupiaia  generally,  but  goes  beyond 
other  species  of  its  order  in  having  a  modification  of  its  genera- 
tive system  which  approaches  it  still  more  nearly  to  the  last-men- 
tioned group.     The  Wombat  even  in  dentition  agrees  essentially 
with  the  Marsupial  type,  and  not,  as  was  supposed,  with  the 
Rodent. 

It  is  in  cases  like  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  which  I  have 
endeavoured  to  illustrate,  that  I  beheve  the  several  genera  intro- 
duced in  either  of  the  circles  of  my  table  evince  an  approxima- 
tion to  other  circles.  I  do  not  perceive  that  the  orders  imper- 
ceptibly blend  into  each  other,  nor  am  I  at  all  satisfied  that  even 
in  minor  groups  (such  as  famihes  and  genera)  this  perfect  blend- 
ing takes  place. 

The  question  which  arises  from  such  a  position  is,  whether  any 
species  is  formed  essentially  on  two  types  of  the  same  rank  ? 
Each  animal  is  firamed  to  perform  certain  functions,  and  is  most 
perfectly  adapted  to  those  functions ;  but  beyond  this,  is  not  each 
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spines  firamed  upon  some  general  and  particular  model  ?   Cer- 
tainly it  may  be  said  with  respect  to  the  Water-rat  {Arvicola  am- 
phibia), that  it  is  framed  on  the  Vertebrate  model ;  on  the  Mam- 
malian type  of  that  model ;  on  the  Rodent  type  of  the  Mam- 
maha;  and  it  is  equally  clear  to  my  senses  that  it  possesses  the 
same  general  structure  of  skuU^  combined  with  the  anchylosed 
fibula  to  the  tibia,  &c.^  which  characterize  the  Murine  family  of 
the  Rodent  order ;  but,  beyond  this,  it  exhibits  a  modification  in 
the  structure  of  the  teeth  in  which  it  agrees  with  numerous  other 
species  of  the  family  mentioned,  and  which  are  classed  under  the 
generic  title  Arvicola.     So  that  in  one  sense  the  Water-rat  may 
be  said  to  be  essentially  framed  upon  more  than  one  model,  but, 
firom  the  lowest  to  the  highest  of  the  divisions  mentioned,  each 
model  is  a  modification  of  the  type  of  the  division  which  pre- 
cedes it ;  and  the  case  might  be  therefore  symboUcally  represented 
by  concentric  circles  of  different  sizes,  the  lai^est  of  which  would 
typify  the  Vertebratay  and  the  smallest  the  genus  Arvicola  and  so 
on.     It  does  not  appear  that  the  Water-rat  is  framed  upon  two 
or  more  types  of  equal  rank,  and  I  strongly  incline  to  the  beUef, 
that  what  is  true  of  one  species,  as  regards  the  point  imder  con- 
sideration, is  true  of  all. 

There  is  one  other  point  relating  to  the  genera  introduced  in 
the  table  to  which  I  wish  to  call  attention,  viz.  that  it  often  hap- 
pens that  those  species  of  one  order  which  approach  most  nearly 
to  other  adjoining  orders,  are  not  met,  as  it  were,  by  a  corre- 
sponding approach  in  those  adjoining  orders.  Each  order  may 
throw  out  rays  (to  speak  figuratively)  to  other  orders,  but  the 
rays  are  seldom  in  the  same  direction.  I  have  noticed  one  case 
illustrative  of  this  point,  that  of  the  Wombat  and  Lagostomus : 
many  might  be  adduced.  Among  the  Camivora,  the  genus  My- 
daus  in  general  appearance  and  in  its  insectivorous  diet  resembles 
the  species  of  the  order  Insectivora;  but  it  differs  widely  in  its 
dentition^  having  but  one  true  molar  to  each  side  of  each  jaw,  as 
in  others  of  the  group  to  which  it  belongs.  On  the  other  side 
we  find  a  considerable  approach  evinced  in  the  genus  Gj/mnura 
{one  of  the  Insectivora)  to  the  Carnivorous  order*,  displayed  in 
the  general  form  of  the  skull,  in  the  presence  of  six  incisors  (a 
number  unusual  in  the  Insectivora),  and  well-developed  canines. 
Here  I  can  only  perceive  an  approach,  on  the  one  hand,  of  one  of 
the  Insectivora  to  the  order  Camivora,  and  on  the  other,  one  of 
the  Camivora  approximating  to  the  Insectivora.  But  the  two 
animals  mentioned  do  not  approach  towards  each  other  in  corre- 
sponding modifications  of  structure^  for  the  Gymnura  would  bear 
a  closer  comparison  with  some  of  the  small  Ursida,  where  the 

*  This  animal  in  fact  was  originally  described  as  a  Viverra, 
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true  molars  are  two  in  number^  and  sometimes  not  only 
the  quadrate  form  but  the  prickly  crowns^  and  eyoi  the  four 
principal  cusps  as  in  Gymnura.  In  Mydaus  (which  is  one  of  the 
Mustelida^)  the  single  true  molar  is  of  a  very  different  genenJ 
form,  though  the  tubercles  on  its  surface  are  somewhat  acute : 
neither  of  these  cases,  in  my  opinion,  exhibits  an  approach  of 
directaffinity;  and  that  instance  of  a  certain  resemblance  between 
the  Gymnura  and  the  Ursida,  just  alluded  to,  it  will  be  perceived, 
affords  another  illustration  of  points  discussed  in  this  paper ;  test 
among  the  Ursiday  that  species  which  in  the  structure  of  its  mobr 
teeth  approaches  more  nearly  to  the  InsecHvorOy  is  one  which  in 
other  pomts  is  most  removed  from  that  (»rder, — ^I  allude  to  tlie 
Aihtrus,  which  is  remarkable  in  its  group  for  the  possession  of  re- 
tractile claws.  It  might  be  asked,  '^  Does  this  latter  animal  then 
evince  any  affinity  with  the  Cats,  which  are  pre-eminently  distin- 
guished for  their  retractile  claws  V  In  no  one  othar  character  can 
I  perceive  the  slightest  approach ;  and  yet  many  soologist^  in- 
sist much  upon  the  modifications  of  the  extremities  as  of  primary 
importance  in  classification.  There  are  undoubtedly  cases  in 
which  such  characters  are  of  considerable  value,  but  this  is 
when  they  are  combined  with  others  of  acknowledged  value,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  hoofed  fbot  of  the  Ruminants,  which  is  com- 
bined with  the  ruminant  stomach  and  other  peculiarities.  I 
wish  not  to  be  misunderstood :  I  would  reject  no  character,  but 
I  do  not  regard  the  same  modification  as  always  of  the  same  va- 
lue ;  that  I  should  estimate  by  its  constancy,  combined  with  odier 
peculiarities. 

In  the  circle  Quadrumana,  I  have  placed  the  Galeopithecus  or 
Flying  Lemur  near  the  Cheiropterous  group  t>  not  only  be- 

*  Mydaus,  as  well  as  Arctonyx  and  Ratelus,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  arrange 
with  the  Badgers  {MeUi  and  Taxidea)^  which  form,  according  to  my  views, 
a  little  group  of  the  Muttelidte  (and  may  he  called  MeUna),  and  not  of  the 
UrsidcBf  with  which  they  are  generally  associated.  They  are  clearly  linked 
with  the  typical  MustelidiB  by  means  of  the  Skunks  {Mephitis).  From  the 
UrtidiBf  among  other  characters,  they  are  readily  distin&^uished  by  their  pos- 
sessing but  one  true  molar  on  each  side  of  each  iaw— the  Bear  tribe  having 
two.  The  MusteUda  approach  the  Ursida  and  the  ImecUvora  in  having  no 
ciecum,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  decided  division  between  the  large  and 
small  intestines. 

t  The  OaUopitkeei  are  arranged  by  many  mammalogists  with  the  Cheiro- 
ptera; I  have  always  however  regarded  them  (as  well  as  the  Aye- Aye)  as  con- 
stituting an  aberrant  form  of  the  Lemurido!,  and  in  addition  to  the  points  of 
resemblance  noticed  in  my  paper  on  the  group,  published  in  the  Zoological 
Society's  Transactions,  I  may  call  attention  to  others  existing  in  the  intes- 
tind  canal,  pointed  out  hy  Cuvier  in  his  '  Le9ons  d' Anatomic  Compart :' 
**  Les  GaUopithiques  se  distinguent  des  autres  Cheiropt^eSf  et  se  rappro- 
chent  des  Lhnuriena  par  la  presence  d'un  trds  grand  caecunii  et  la  division  du 
canal  intestinal  en  gros  et  petit  intestin." — M.  de  Blainville,  in  his  great  work 
on  Osteology,  now  in  course  of  publication,  has  placed  the  group  in  question 
with  the  LemuricUg,  and  shown  ample  reasons  for  so  doing. 
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cause  it  has  the  flank  membranes  extended  from  limb  to  limb, 
^^hich  enable  it  to  sustain  itself  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  air, 
but  because  in  its  dentition,  more  especially  in  the  structure  of 
the  molar  teeth,  there  is  a  great  resemblance  to  the  ordinary 
Vespertilionida.  The  higher  Quadrumana  are  remarkable  among 
Mammals  for  the  possession  of  a  perfect  bony  socket  for  the  eye, 
as  in  man ;  but  as  we  descend  in  the  Quadrumanous  group  the 
socket  becomes  less  perfect;  the  malar  bone,  which  forms  the  outer 
and  part  of  the  lower  boundary  of  the  orbit,  is  at  first  produced 
backwards,  and  joins  with  the  sphenoid,  superior  maxillary  and 
£rontal  bones  to  form  a  complete  socket  for  the  eye :  this  cha- 
racter runs  through  the  whole  of  the  old  and  new  world  Monkeys 
with  sUght  modifications  only,  indicative  of  a  receding  from  man. 
In  Tarsius  spectrum^  the  socket  is  still  comparatively  perfect  as 
compared  with  other  Lemurida,  where  the  orbital  process  of  the 
frontal  bone,  joined  with  the  malar  bone,  merely  forms  a  broadish 
ring  forming  the  outer  boundary  of  the  orbit.  Lastly,  in  Galeo- 
pithecus  we  find  the  orbital  process  of  the  malar  and  frontal 
bones  imconnected;  there  is  indeed  a  considerable  hiatus  be- 
tween the  two  processes.  Here,  again,  we  find  an  approach  to 
the  Bats :  in  these  animals  the  orbital  processes  are  generally 
wanting,  but  in  the  Pieropi  those  of  the  frontal  bones  are  much 
produced;  and  so  far,  as  well  as  in  the  general  form  of  the  skull,  in 
having  more  perfect  hands  than  other  Bats,  and  in  their  frugivo- 
rous  diet,  they  evince  the  nearest  relationship  observed  in  this 
group  to  the  Lemurida;  but  there  is  no  gradual  blending  of  the 
two  groups.  The  dentition  of  the  Pteropi  is  most  unlike  that  of 
Galeopithecus :  the  resemblance  existing  between  the  molar  teeth 
of  the  latter  animal  and  the  Bats,  before  alluded  to,  holds  good 
with  the  Bats  generally,  with  the  exception  of  the  Pteropi, 

Among  the  Insectivora  is  a  genus  {Tupaia)  which  has  a  skull 
and  dentition  remarkably  approximate  to  that  of  the  Lemurs.  In 
the  Insectivora  generally  the  zygomatic  arch  is  but  little  de- 
veloped or  is  incomplete,  and  there  is  no  orbital  process ;  but  in 
Thqkiia  the  zygomatic  arch  is  well  developed,  and  the  malar  and 
frontal  bones  join  to  form  a  complete  though  slender  bony  orbit : 
the  latter  bone  (the  malar)  is  remarkable  for  being  perforated,  a 

*  In  the  Tarsius,  an  approach  to  that  extraordinary  animal  the  Aye* Aye 
may  be  perceived  in  the  superior  development  of  the  two  foremost  incisors 
of  the  upper  jaw.  The  canines  are  very  small  compared  with  the  ordinary 
Lemurida ;  and  it  is  in  the  loss  of  these  teeth  and  the  other  incisors  (which 
are  minute  in  Tarsius),  and  some  of  the  false  molars,  which  produce  in  the 
Aye- Aye  so  strong  a  resemblance  (as  regards  the  condition  of  the  teeth)  to 
the  Rodeniia  as  to  have  induced  Cuvier  and  others  to  place  it  in  that  order. 
De  Blainville  has  most  ably  combated  this  opinion  and  shown  the  true  re- 
lations of  the  animal  in  question,  and  has  not  omitted  to  ni»tice  this  fact, 
which  had  struck  me,  however,  before  I  had  seen  his  paper. 

Ann.  if  Mag,  N.  Hist.  Vol.m,  2F 
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character  which  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  met  with^  except  in  the 
Lemurida ;  here  it  is  sometimes  of  moderate  size^  but  ^nerally 
very  small*.  The  resemblance  in  the  dentition  may  be  aaid  to 
extend  to  number  and  form,  excepting  that  in  T\q}aia  there  is  an 
extra  small  false  molar  in  the  lower  jaw :  the  lower  incisors  here 
have  mcNTCover  the  same  horizontal  direction  and  the  same  Utde 
keel  along  their  upper  surface  as  in  the  Lemurs. 

I  will  here  make  one  or  two  general  remarks  upon  dentition.  On 
the  structure  I  will  not  comment ;  but  as  regards  the  number  of 
certain  teeth,  some  generalizations  may  be  obtained  which  are  im- 
portant, and  noneof which  areviolated  by  the  arrangement  adopted. 
In  the  first  place,  in  the  Placental  series  there  are  never  more  than 
six  incisors  in  each  jaw;  this  is  what  may  be  termed  the  normal 
number  in  the  Placentalia;  an  occasional  absence  of  the  full 
number  in  some  groups  is  unimportant,  as  nearly  aUied  species 
(in  the  Camhora  for  instance)  sometimes  differ  in  the  number 
of  the  incisors,  and  even  the  same  individual  may,  when  young, 
have  the  fiill  number,  but  not  when  adult.  There  are  cases, 
however,  in  which  there  is  a  permanent  reduction  in  the  number 

of  incis(»*8,  as  in  the  Quadrunuma,  which  have  normally  '^.    I 

can  only  call  to  mind  two  exceptions  even  in  which  there  are 
less  than  this  number,  and  they  are  in  Tarsius  spectrum,  where 

there  are  — ,  and  the  Aye- Aye,  where  there  are  y.     The  Chetro- 

ptera  have  never  more  than  four  incisors  in  the  upper  jaw,  and 
it  is  only  in  the  lower  divisions  of  the  group  that  that  number 

is  exceeded,  there  being  —.     In  the  Insectivora  the  incisors  arc 

sometimes  clearly  -^  and  sometimes  less,  but  in  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  species  the  intermaxillary  suture  is  obliterated  at  so 
early  an  age,  that  the  precise  number  of  incisors  has  never  been 
determined.  The  Marsupiata  are  remarkable  either  for  having 
the  incisors  exceeding  the  normal  number,  being  sometimes  as 

10  8 

many  as  -j-  or  "5*>  or  for  having  but  two  incisors  in  the  lower 
jaw  when  there  are  less  than  eight  above ;  no  Marsupial  has  in- 
cisors -g-,  and  there  is  but  one  species  (the  Wombat)  in  which 

the  number  in  both  jaws  is  the  same.  As  regards  true  molars, 
there  is  no  case  among  the  Placentalia  clearly  made  out  in  which 

there  are  more  than  ^  _y     In  the  Marsupiata  there  are  nor- 

4  —  4 

^*^y  r^ITi*      '^^  Camivora  (with  one  exception  only)  never 

*  Often  there  is  more  than  one  of  these  minute  perforations  in  the  malar 
bone  of  the  Lemurs. 
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have  more  than  2ZZ2  *^^®  molars,  and  the  decrease  from  this 

number  to  j-^j,  or  yEti*  ^^  o^o'  ^  important,  inasmuch  as, 
with  but  one  or  two  exceptions,  it  is  combined  with  other  cha- 
racters indicative  of  the  great  divisions  in  that  group. 

The  Pachydermata  yary  much  in  their  dentition,  in  some  there 
being  the  four  kinds  of  teeth  well  developed  and  greatly  resem- 
bling that  condition  which  characterizes  the  first  great  carnivorous 
and  frugivorous  section,  as  in  the  genus  Sus,  to  which  the  little 
insectivorous  animals  forming  the  genus  Centetes  bear  consider- 
able resemblance  in  the  general  structure  of  the  skull  and  the 
greatly  developed  canines,  as  well  as  in  external  characters. 
Other  Pachyderms  again  (as  the  Horses)  approach  the  Ruminants 
in  a  very  marked  degree ;  and  lastly  the  Elephants,  though  linked 
with  the  ordinary  Pachydermata  through  the  extinct  Mastodons, 
&c.,  differ  remarlcably  from  the  normal  species  in  their  dentition, 
in  which  there  is  an  approach  to  that  of  the  Rodents ;  an  ap- 
proach is  also  perceptible  in  the  sanguiferous  system. 

A  relationship  between  the  Sloths  and  the  Ruminants  is  dis- 
placed in  the  structure  of  the  stomach. 

In  all  these  instances  of  approach  of  species  of  one  order  to 
other  orders  here  noticed,  there  is  not  a  single  case  which  would 
fairly  bear  out  the  notion  that  these  orders  imperceptibly  blend 
into  each  other.  There  is  always  a  tolerably  well-marked  hue 
between  them  (hence  I  have  enclosed  the  orders  in  circles).  The 
aberrant  species  are  readily  traced  back  as  it  were  into  their  own 
groups,  and  when  they  evmce  an  approach  to  other  circles,  it  is 
rather  to  the  order  than  to  any  particular  species  of  the  order. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  offer  the  following  propositions  and  ob- 
servations for  consideration : — 

Species  of  animals  belonging  to  the  same  genus  have  an  affi- 
nity to  each  other ;  genera  of  the  same  family  have  a  mutual 
affinity ;  relationship  of  affinity  may  likewise  exist  between  fami- 
lies of  the  same  order  and  orders  of  the  same  class,  but  the  de- 
gree of  affinity  is  different  in  the  different  cases ;  it  is  more  or  less 
remote.  Thus  species  of  the  same  genus  have  an  affinity  of  the 
first  or  nearest  degree ; 

species  of  different  genera  of  the  second  degree  only ; 

of  different  families  of  the  third  degree; 

of  different  orders  of  the  fourth  degree ; 

of  different  classes  of  the  fifth  degree. 

A  relationship  may  exist  between  species  of  different  groups, 
which  differs  from  either  of  the  cases  just  mentioned ;  that  which 
is  commonly  termed  by  naturalists  a  relationship  of  analogy. 
This  again  may  vary  in  degree  according  to  the  affinities  and 
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relative  rank  of  the  groups  which  present  the  cases  of  analogy. 
The  analogy  may  be  more  or  less  remote :  thus  the  case  of  ana- 
logy (so  often  quoted  as  such),  as  existing  between  the  Goat- 
sucker {Caprimuiffus)  and  the  Bat — members  of  different  classes — 
might  be  regarded  as  an  instance  of  analogy,  say  of  the  fifth  de- 
gree; that  of  the  Otters  to  the  Beavers  (animals  of  different 
orders  of  the  same  class),  an  analogy  of  the  fourth  degree;  and 
that  of  the  Beaver  to  the  Coypu*  (both  Rodents),  an  analogy  of 
the  third  degree :  again,  the  relationship  existing  between  the 
Whales  and  Fishes  may  be  one  of  analogy  of  the  fifth  degree ;  that 
existing  between  the  Dugong  and  the  Porpoise  may  be  one  of 
affinity  or  analogy ;  but  in  either  case  is  less  remote  uian  the  re- 
lationship of  the  Cetacea  to  the  Fishes. 

According  to  these  propositions  moreover,  the  relationship  of 
the  Lagostomus  to  the  Marstqnata  might  be  one  of  affinity  of  the 
fourth  degree,  whilst  that  of  the  Wombat  to  the  Rodentia  might 
be  one  of  analogy  of  the  same  degree :  that  of  the  Wombat  to 
the  PhalangistidcB,  an  affinity  of  the  third  degree,  and  of  the 
Koala  to  Phalangista,  an  affinity  of  the  second  degree;  and 
lastly,  that  of  Phalangista  vulpina  to  Phalangista  Cookii,  of  the 
nearest  or  first  degree.  The  affinity  of  the  Monotremata  to  the 
class  Reptilia  would  be  several  degrees  further  removed  than  that 
of  the  Echidna  to  the  Omithorkynchus. 


LI. — Catalogue  of  the  Birds  found  in  Corfu  and  the  other  Ionian 
Islands,  also  on  the  coast  of  Albania ;  from  Notes  made  during 
a  sojourn  of  four  years.  By  H.  M.  Drummond,  42nd  R.H. 
With  Notes  by  H.  E.  Strickland,  M.A. 

[This  valuable  paper  was  read  to  the  Zoological  Section  at  Cork, 
and  being  afterwards  placed  in  my  hands,  I  have  ventured  to  ap- 
pend a  few  notes  before  sending  it  to  press.  When  I  was  at  Corfu 
m  1835  I  had  the  pleasure  of  becoming  acquainted  with  Captain 
Dnunmond,  at  that  time  I  beUeve  the  only  ornithologist  in  the 
Ionian  Islands.  He  had  even  then  formed  a  considerable  col- 
lection, and  the  following  Ust  will  show  the  great  extent  of  his 
subsequent  researches.  The  nomenclature  is  that  of  Temminck's 
^  Manuel  d'Omithologie,'  and  though  the  names  have  undergone 
modifications  from  later  ornithologists,  yet  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  recognising  the  species  by  means  of  them.  I  have  an- 
nexed the  letter  B.  to  those  species  which  have  also  occurred  in 
Britain.— H.  E.  S.] 

*  These  two  animals  are  essentially  modelled  upon  different  tjrpes  of  the 
Roden  torder. 
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Vultur  cinereus.  Very  rare :  three  of  these  birds  were  shot  at  Cerigo 

in  1842 :  has  never  been  noticed  in  Corfu. 
fulvus.   Very  numerous  in  Albania,  and  is  occasionally  seen  in 

Corfu  throughout  the  year. 
Cuthartes  percnopterus  (B.)>  More  frequently  seen  in  Corfu  than  the 

above,  and  breed  there. 
Gypaeius  barbatus.     An  occasional  visitant :  common  in  Albania. 
Falco  peregrinus  (B.).     Found  in  the  islet  of  Ovo  near  Cerigo ;  also 

the  island  of  Fano  in  the  north  channel  of  Corfu,  where  they 

breed  in  considerable  numbers :  has  never  been  noticed  in  Corfu. 
suhbuteo  (B.).  Arrives  at  Corfu  in  flocks  about  the  1st  of  April ; 

does  not  remain,  but  returns  on  its  way  south  in  autumn. 
•^—  tifinunculus  (B.).     Sedentary. 

tinnunculoides,  t  These  birds  arrive  in  large  flocks  about  the  20th 

rufipe$  (B.),     J      of  April  and  remain  till  the  middle  of  May ; 

they  are  generally  seen  in  company,  hovering  over  the  marshes  in 

search  of  insects,  which  they  seize  and  devour  on  the  wing. 
imperialis.    Very  rare :  has  been  shot  in  Cerigo,  never  seen  in 

Corfu. 
fulvus  (B.).     Very  rare :  occasionally  seen  on  the  Albanian 

coast. 

haUa^tus  (B.).    Sedentary. 

albicilla  (B.).     Very  common  on  the  Albanian  coast,  and  oc- 
casionally seen  in  Corfu  throughout  the  year. 
nisus  (B.).     Arrives  in  Corfu  in  September  and  remains  all 

winter. 
—  milvus  (B.).    Very  rarely  seen  in  Corfu  :  very  common  in  the 

winter  at  Santa  Maura. 
■         ater.  This  very  rare  bird  is  an  occasional  visitant  at  Cerigo,  but 

has  not  been  noticed  in  any  of  the  otiier  islands. 

buteo  (B.).  Common :  sedentary. 

lagopus  (B.).    Very  rare  :  has  been  shot  in  Cerigo,  never  seen 

in  Corfo. 
apworus  (B.).  Very  rare :  has  been  shot  in  Cerigo,  never  seen 

in  Corfu. 
ruftts  (B.).    Very  numerous,  especially  in  winter,  frequenting 

the  marshes :  feeds  upon  frogs  and  lizards. 
cyaneus  (B.).   Very  common  :  breeds  on  the  main  land,  and  is 

found  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening  in  great  numbers  in  the  marshes, 

where  they  roost. 
Strisflammea  (B.).    Not  very  common :  sedentary. 

passerina  (B.).    Very  common  :  sedentary*. 

bubo  (B.).    Generally  seen  in  winter :  rare  in  Corfu  :  one  was 

shot  in  the  island  of  Vido  in  April  1835,  in  making  his  escape  out 

of  a  hen-roost,  and  on  examination  his  crop  was  found  to  contain, 

instead  of  a  chicken,  a  large  rat  which  he  had  recently  killed  and 

swallowed  whole. 

•  This  is  not  the  St^rix  patserma  of  Linnaeus,  and  is  now  denominated 
Strix  (or  Athene)  noctua,  ReU.— H.  E.  S. 
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Strix  brachyotus  (B.).  Numerous  during  its  passage  nor^  in  April ; 

does  not  remain. 
—  scops  (B.).  Arrives  about  the  15th  of  April ;  some  few  remain 

during  the  summer. 
Corvus  corax  (B.).    Very  numerous  and  always  seen  in  flodu,  and 

breed  among  the  rocks  of  the  citadel. 
comix  (B.).   Occasionally  seen  in  Corfu :  very  common  in  Al- 
bania, where  they  breed. 
frugilegus  (B.).  Arrives  in  October,  and  takes  its  departure  for 

the  north  in  February. 

monedula  (B. ).    Sedentary. 

Gnrrulus  picus  (B.).   Numerous  in  Albania,  where  they  breed :  rare 

in  Corhi. 

glandarius  (B.).    Very  numerous  :  sedentary  *. 

Coracias  garrula  (B.).  Arrives  at  Corfu  about  t^e  15th  of  April  and 

remains  till  the  middle  of  May :  not  very  common. 
Oriolus  galbula  (B.).    Very  common :  arrives  25th  of  April :  a  few 

remain  to  breed. 
Stumus  vulgaris  (B.).    Common  during  the  winter  months,  never 

seen  in  siunmer. 
Pastor  roseus  (B.).    An  occasional  visitant :  rare. 
Lanius  meridionalis.    Arrives  20th  of  April :  very  common  :  breeds. 
■  minor.    Arrives  about  the  25th  of  April :  rare  :  does  not  re- 
main "f. 
rutilus  (B.).    Very  numerous  :  arrives  1st  of  April,  remains 

all  summer. 
coUurio  (B.).  Makes  its  appearance  about  the  16th  of  April : 

rare :  does  not  remain. 
Muscicapa  grisola  (B.).  Very  common  :  arrives  first  week  of  April : 

breeds. 
flZAicoZ/tff  r  ^0™°^^'^  during  its  passage :  arrives  be- 

luetuoBa'(B.).\^     gTl  5ti»1f  M^'.  *"**  "  °"* '**°  "^ 

Turdus  musicus  (6-)*    Common  in  winter,  never  seen  in  summer. 

merula  (B.).    Common  in  winter :  breeds  on  the  mountains 

on  the  main  land. 

>  saxatilis.     Rare  in  Corfu :  arrives  10th  of  April :  breeds  on 


the  mountains. 

cyaneus.    Common  :  remains  all  the  year  round. 


Sijlvia  turdoides.  Arrives  in  Corfu  the  first  week  of  May  :  very  nume- 
rous in  the  marshes,  where  they  squeak  and  screech  all  day  long, 

*  Tlie  common  jay  of  Syria,  Asia  Minor  and  Greece,  is  not  the  Garrubu 
glandarius  of  Britain,  but  the  nearly  allied  species  with  a  black  crown, 
G,  atrkapillusy  Geoff.  (G.  melanocepnalus,  Gend),  but  Capt  Drummond 
assures  me  that  the  jay  of  the  Ionian  Islands  is  identical  with  that  of 
Britain.— H.  E.  S. 

t  Lanius  meridionalis  is  generally  considered  as  very  rare  in  the  south  of 
Europe,  and  L.  minor  as  very  common.  In  the  Ionian  Islands,  however, 
unless  there  be  some  error  of  transcription  or  of  identification,  the  reverse 
would  appear  to  be  the  case. — H.  £.  S. 
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the  cock  bird  clingiDg  to  the  top  of  some  high  reed  watching  hit 
mate,  who  builds  her  nest  suspended  about  a  foot  above  the  water, 
attached  to  the  steois  of  four  reeds,  and  lays  four  or  five  eggs  ; 
they  take  their  departure  about  the  end  of  August. 

Sylvia  oUvetorum  (Strickland).  This  bird  is  very  common  in  Ck>rfu; 
it  arrives  about  the  15th  of  May :  they  frequent  the  olive-groves ; 
their  song  is  very  fine,  and  though  not  loud,  has  more  music  in  it 
than  that  of  most  birds ;  it  moves  to  the  south  in  August*. 

palustris.    Arrives  about  the  same  time  as  the  above,  and  from 

the  similarity  of  its  song  might  be  mistaken  for  it.  I  have  how- 
ever heard  it  imitate  other  birds  vrith  great  effect :  though  I  have 
seen  it  along  the  banks  of  rivers  and  in  the  marshes,  yet  I  have 
more  frequently  found  them  in  the  olive-groves. 

phragmiiis  (B.),     Common  :  sedentary. 

anmiUnacea  (B.).     Common :  sedentary. 

lusdnia  (B.).    Arrives  about  the  10th  of  April,  but  does  not 

remain. 
•  rubiginosa.    Very  common  in  Corfu ;  it  arrives  about  the  10th 


of  May  and  remains  throughout  the  summer.  This  bird  is  named 
the  rufous  sedge  warbler  (Gould),  a  name  in  my  estimation  not  at 
all  appropriate,  as  it  is  never  seen  among  sedges  or  in  marshy  places, 
but  frequents  the  vineyards  and  olive-groves,  especially  the  former, 
where  the  male  may  be  constantly  seen  on  a  clod  of  earth  or  on 
the  stump  of  a  vine,  jerking  his  broad  tail  over  his  back  and  spread- 
ing it  out  like  a  fan,  at  the  same  time  uttering  his  monotonous 
chant,  which  consists  of  four  or  five  notes,  commencing  low  and 
ending  high,  and  is  repeated  very  quickly.  I  should  ratiber  call  it 
the  fan-tailed  warbler,  as  being  a  name  more  suited  to  its  habits. 

atricapilla  (B.).     Arrives  about  the  20  th  of  March  and  is  very 

numerous  during  its  passage,  but  does  not  remain. 

melanocephala.    Very  common :  remains  all  the  year  round. 

cinerea  (B.).     Arrives  beginning  of  April :  breeds. 

rubecula  (B.).     Arrives  about  Ae  1st  of  October  and  takes  its 

departure  the  end  of  February ;  on  their  arrival  these  birds  may  be 
seen  hung  up  in  the  market  in  bunches,  and  are  sold  as  Becaficas, 

— ^  tUhys  (B.).     Arrives  in  the  autumn  and  remains  all  winter. 

phtenicurus  (B.).     Passes  on  its  way  north  about  the  end  of 

March,  but  does  not  remain. 

hippolaU.         1  Arrive  in  the  spring :  a  few  remain  to  breed, 

——  trochilus  (B.).  j  but  they  are  most  numerous  in  September 
and  are  then  very  fat,  and  are  eagerly  sought  after  by  the  Oreek 
sportsmen ;  (these,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  are  the  true  Beca-fica  so 
esteemed  by  epicures).  Of  S.  trochilus  a  few  remain  during  the 
winter. 

♦  This  specieB,  first  described  in  Gould's  '  Birds  of  Europe'  from  a  spe- 
cimen which  I  obtained  in  Zante  in  1836,  appears  not  to  have  been  noticed 
out  of  the  Ionian  Islands,  though  it  migrates  (doubtless  to  Africa)  in  winter. 
Capt,  Drummond's  observations  on  its  habits  precisely  coincide  with  my 
own.  It  is  now  placed  in  the  genus  Calamoherpe  by  the  Pnnce  of  Canino. 
-H.  E.  S. 
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Sylvia  conspicUlata,  Very  common :  arrive  27th  of  March  and  remun 

all  summer. 
Regulus  ignicapillus  (B.).     Found  during  the  winter  in  Corfu,  and 

frequent  the  olive-groves  in  considerable  numbers :  disappear  in 

spring. 
Troglodytes  vulgaris  (B.).  Not  very  common,  but  remains  during  the 

year. 
Saxicola  cenanthe  (B.).     Common  during  the  passage  :  arrives  the 

end  of  March. 
aurita.     Arrives  in  considerable  numbers  1st  of  April :  does 

not  remain. 

stapazina.     Arrives  in  considerable  numbers  Ist  of  April :  a 


few  remain  during  the  summer,  and  breed  on  the  citadel  rock  at 
Corfu*. 

rubetra  (B.).     Rare  :  seen  occasionally  during  the  winter. 

rubicola  (B.).     Very  common  :  remains  all  the  year  round. 


Motacilla  alba.  This  is  the  common  pied  wagtail  of  the  continent, 
and  differs  from  the  English  one ;  is  most  numerous  in  winter, 
when  they  may  be  seen  in  large  flocks  frequenting  the  marshes : 
disappears  in  summer. 

flava  (B.  ?).  Tlus  bird  also  di£Fers  from  the  common  yel- 
low wagtail  of  England  in  having  the  head  in  the  breeding-sea- 
son of  a  jet-black,  at  other  times  it  is  of  a  lead-colourf*  These 
birds  appear  in  great  numbers  about  the  Ist  of  April,  but  disap- 
pear in  winter ;  in  the  spring  they  are  caught  in  large  numbers  by 
means  of  the  clapnet,  and  are  sold  for  a  penny  a-piece  to  the 
Greeks,  who  generally  cut  their  wings  and  turn  them  loose  in 
their  houses  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  flies,  which  they 
soon  learn  to  do,  catching  them  in  the  most  dextrous  manner ; 
consequently  this  and  the  foregoing  species  only  are  known  by 
the  name  of  the  flycatcher,  llie  Muscicapa  Is  never  used  for  this 
purpose. 

*  The  eeneral  opinion  among  ornithologists  now  is,  that  Saxicola  aurita 
is  only  a  difierent  state  of  plumage  of  S.  stapazina,  though  I  believe  their 
identity  is  not  yet  actually  demonstrated.  On  this  point  Capt.  Drummond 
writes  to  me,  *'  Saxicola  stapazina  and  i^.  aurita  I  consider  as  decidedly 
different  birds.  The  aurita  is  far  more  numerous  in  Corfu  during  its  passage 
in  the  spring,  but  I  have  never  seen  it  during  the  summer  months ;  whi&, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  stapazina  breeds  there,  and  I  have  found  their  nests 
on  the  citadel  rocks."  These  facts  however  are  quite  consistent  with  the 
specific  identity  of  the  two  birds,  for  if  the  so-called  S.  aurita  be  only  the 
winter  plumage  of  stapazina,  its  apparent  disappearance  in  spring  would 
be  owin^,  not  to  emigration,  but  to  a  change  of  costume. — H.  £.  S. 

f  This  is  an  important  statement,  as  the  black-headed  wagtail  is  consi- 
dered bv  the  Italian  naturalists  to  be  a  distinct  species  from  the  gray-headed 
ones,  which  they  further  divide  into  two  species,  one  with  a  white  stripe  over 
the  eye  (M.  flava  of  North  Europe  and  accidentally  of  Britain),  and  the 
other  without.  Do  all  these  three  kinds  inhabit  the  Ionian  Islands?  and 
do  thev  all  appear  to  pass  Into  each  other?  It  would  be  desirable  to 
ascertain  whether  these  supposed  changes  of  colour  take  place  in  the  domes- 
ticated individuals. — H.  E.  S. 
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MotaciUa  boarula  (B.).     Makes  its  appearance  during  the  winter, 

but  is  rare. 
Anthus  rufe$cen8,        1  o  j     -.  :•    .        ,       . 

—  pratefisis  (B  )    > ^^®^^^*^  •  ^^^  common  dunng  the  wmter, 

^boreus  (BX  J      ^"^^  "^^^  «^^^  ^^  summer. 

Alauda  arvensis  (B.).  Arrives  in  Corfu  the  latter  part  of  September, 

and  takes  its  departure  the  following  February. 
•  arborea  (B.).     Arrives  in  Corfu  the  end  of  September  in 

small  flocks  and  remains  during  the  winter,  retiring  to  the  high 

mountains  of  Albania  in  the  spring. 

cristata.    Very  numerous  :  remains  all  the  year. 

isabelUna,    Rare :  arrives  in  the  middle  of  April,  does  not 


remain. 

calandra.    Never  seen  in  Corfu,  but  has  been  shot  in  Zante, 

where  it  is  very  rare.  These  birds  were  seen  in  great  numbers  at 
Lutraki,  near  Coriuth,  in  June  1842,  but  I  have  not  observed  it 
in  any  other  part  of  Greece. 


Pttrus  major  (B.).     Very  common  :  sedentary. 

ceruleus  (B.^.    Very  common  :  sedentar 

caudatus  (B.).     Occasionally  seen  in  small  flocks  in  winter. 


Emberiza  melanocephala.     Arrives  in  great  numbers  about  the  be- 
ginning of  May  and  remains  all  the  summer,  generally  frequenting 
the  vineyards,  where  it  builds  its  nest  in  the  stump  of  an  old  vine. 
■  miliaria  (B.).     Very  common  :  remains  all  the  year. 

■  acheenicula  (B.  ?).     Seenin  Corfu  only  during  the  winter*. 

hortulana  (B.).     Arrives  10th  of  April ;  about  the  beginning 

of  May  they  retire  to  the  mountains  to  breed. 

casia.    Arrives  in  considerable  numbers  about  10th  of  April, 


but  is  found  only  on  the  hills  where  it  breeds. 

>  cirlus  (B.).     Sedentary,  though  not  very  common. 


Loxia  curvirostra  (B.),  Very  rare  :  of  accidental  passa^,  but  has 
been  shot  in  Corfu,  as  I  was  informed  through  the  kindness  of 
Mr.  Alexander,  collector  of  customs  and  superintendent  of  the 
quarantine  establishment  at  Cerigo,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
much  information  concerning  the  birds  of  Cerigo ;  he  is  a  zealous 
ornithologist,  and  .has  been  recently  joined  by  some  of  the  En- 
glish inhabitants  in  establishing  a  museum  at  Corfu,  where  he  has 
consigned  his  valuable  collection  of  birds  of  the  Ionian  Islands. 

Pyrrhula  vulgaris  (B.).     Seen  only  in  the  winter :  rare  in  Corfu. 

Fringilla  coccothraustes  (B.).  Seen  only  in  winter :  some  seasons 
very  rare  in  Corfu,  at  oUiers  common :  goes  north  beginning  of 
April. 

■  Moris  (BX    Very  common :  remains  all  the  year  round. 

domestica  (B.).    Very  common :  remains  all  the  year  round. 

ccelebs  (B.).     Arrives  in  Corfu  about  the  1st  of  October  : 

common  during  the  winter :  disappears  the  end  of  February. 

■  cannabina  (B.).     Sedentary. 


*  I  would  suggest  a  query,  whether  this  may  not  be  the  nearly  allied  spe- 
cies E.  pyrrhMoideSf  Pall.  {E.  palustrit,  Savi),  which  is  abundant  in  the 
South  of  Europe.— H.  E.  S. 
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FringUla  monthm  (B.).     Sedentary. 

— —  carduelis  (p.)*  \  These  birds  are  seen  in  large  flocks,  and 

citrinella.  j      generally  in  company  during  the  winter* 

arriving  the  latter  part  of  September  and  disappearing  by  the  fint 
week  of  April.  A  few  of  the  former  may  sometimes  be  seen  during 
the  summer,  but  rarely,  the  latter  never. 

.  spinus  (B.).  Only  one  instance  of  this  bird  having  been  aeeaa. 


in  Corfu,  and  that  I  shot  just  outside  the  town ;  it  probably  might 
have  made  its  escape  from  the  cage.  I  have  never  heard  of  its 
being  seen  in  Albania  or  any  of  the  islands  previous  to  this  in- 
stance. 

Cuculus  canorus  (B.).  Very  common  during  the  passage  :  arrives 
about  the  10th  of  April,  and  have  all  passed  by  the  beginning  of 
May.  They  are  killed  by  the  Greeks  in  great  numbers  and  sold 
as  a  delicacy. 

Picus  major  (B.).  1  Are  the  only  two  of  the  fiBunily  that  are  ever  seen, 

medius.        J      and  both  these  very  rare  even  in  Albania,  and 

only  one  instance  occurs  of  the  former  having  been  shot  in  Corfu. 

Yunx  torquilla  (B.).  Arrives  the  20th  of  March :  not  very  common : 
does  not  remain.  In  Malta  these  birds  are  so  numerous  during 
the  passage  that  they  are  brought  into  market  in  basket-loads, 
when  they  are  immediately  stripped  of  their  feathers,  trussed,  and 
the  bill  dextrously  passed  in  under  the  wings ;  in  this  state  they 
are  sold  in  numbers  to  the  uninitiated  at  a  h^h  price  as  fine  fat 
snipes. 

8itta  syriaca.  Not  very  common  in  the  islands,  but  occasionally  seen 
among  the  rocks :  Uiey  breed  in  Corfu  and  arrive  there  about  the 
end  of  March. 

CertMa  familiaris  (B.).  Common  in  the  winter,  making  their  ap- 
pearance with  the  fire-crested  wren. 

Tichodrotna  phcmicoptera.  These  very  rare  birds  I  have  never  seen 
in  Corfu.  Mr.  Alexander  informed  me  that  they  were  found  on 
the  rock  of  Ovo  at  Cerigo  in  the  winter,  being,  as  he  supposes, 
driven  down  from  the  mountains  by  the  snow.  It  is  also  found  in 
the  cliffs  of  the  island  of  Fano,  where  they  have  at  different  times 
been  shot  by  Mr.  J.  Greenwood,  son  of  the  resident. 

Upupa  epops  (B.).  Very  numerous  during  the  passage  :  it  makes  its 
appearance  among  the  first,  arriving  about  the  15th  or  20th  of 
March  :  a  few  remain  during  the  summer. 

Meropa  apiaster  (B.).  Arrive  about  the  5th  of  April :  some  seasons 
they  come  in  great  niunbers,  and  may  be  heard  high  up  in  the  air 
and  for  out  of  sight,  uttering  their  guttural  cry,  on  their  way  to 
the  north.  Sometimes  they  will  come  and  alight  on  some  solitary 
tree  in  such  numbers  that  I  have  known  an  instance  of  twenty-five 
having  been  killed  at  one  shot  These  birds  are  generally  the  im- 
mediate forerunner  of  the  quail,  irom  which  they  are  generally 
called  the  king-quail.  The  stomach  of  several  of  these  bii^  which 
I  examined  contained  the  remains  of  large  hornets  and  brown 
moths  of  a  large  size :  they  do  not  remain. 

Alcedo  ispida  (B.).     Generally  makes  its  appearance  about  the  end 
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of  AiigiiBt»  and  seen  all  the  winter  in  great  numbers  frequenting 
the  sea-shore :  never  seen  in  summer,  and  disappears  the  beginning 
of  April. 

Hirundo  ru$tica  (B.).  The  first  of  these  birds  arrive  about  the  15th 
of  March,  and  about  the  25th  they  are  very  numerous,  remaining 
tin  next  autumn. 

rufula.     This  very  rare  bird  I  first  observed  in  considerable 

numbers  flying  over  a  small  marsh  near  Patras  on  the  17th  of 
April  1836  ;  I  was  unable  to  obtain  a  specimen  at  the  time,  and 
did  not  meet  with  them  again  till  the  14th  of  April  1842,  when  I 
saw  two  of  these  birds  in  the  island  of  Fano,  one  of  which  I  shot. 
Its  companion  immediately  disappeared,  and  though  I  was  several 
days  on  the  island,  I  never  saw  another. 

■  '  urbica  (B.).  1  Arrive  about  the  first  week  of  April ;  a  flew 

riparia  (B.).  j      only  remain  to  breed. 

-  rupestris.    These  birds  are  never  observed  during  the  sum- 


mer, as  they  probably  either  go  north  or  take  up  their  abode  in 
the  lofty  mountains  of  Albania ;  but  as  soon  as  the  cold  weather 
sets  in,  they  are  seen  skimming  over  the  marshes  in  great  numbers ; 
a  few  stragglers  may  occasionally  remain  to  breed,  as  I  have  seen 
a  pair  as  late  as  the  20th  of  May. 

Cypselus  alpinus  (B.).  Arrives  about  the  20th  of  April,  some  sea- 
sons not  till  May :  they  remain  till  the  autumn  and  breed  on  the 
citadel  rocks. 

murarius  (B.).  Arrive  about  the  same  time  as  the  above  and 

remain. 

Caprimulgvs  europ^sua  (B.).  Arrives  about  the  10th  of  April,  but  does 
not  remain. 

Columba  palumbus  (B.).  Occasionally  seen  in  Corfu,  and  assemUes 
in  large  flocks  in  winter  on  the  coast  of  Albania. 

(Bnas  (B,\    Occasionally  seen,  not  very  common. 

■  livia  (B.).  Found  in  great  numbers  in  the  caves  and  rocks 
of  the  sea*shore  in  the  different  islands. 

■  turtur  (B.).  Arrive  the  15th  of  April  in  great  numbers  :  a 
few  remain  to  breed. 

Perdix  saxatilis.  Rare  in  Ck)rfu,  but  very  numerous  in  Santa  Maura, 
Ithaca,  and  some  of  the  other  islands. 

.—  coturni*  (B.).  The  first  of  these  birds  make  their  appearance 
about  the  27th  of  March;  but  the  grand  flight,  which  depends  much 
upon  the  wind  (which  requires  to  be  from  the  southward),  does  not 
arrive  till  the  10th  or  15th  of  April,  when  they  sometimes  appear 
in  such  numbers,  especially  in  tiie  island  of  Fano,  that  instances 
have  not  been  wanting  of  fifty  or  sixty  couple  being  killed  by  a 
single  gun  in  two  or  three  hours.  Many  of  them  are  so  tired,  that 
being  unable  to  reach  the  land  they  fall  into  the  sea  and  are  in- 
stanUy  devoured  by  the  gulls,  X*  argentcUus,  and  the  ravens,  which 
hover  about  on  these  occasions  in  great  numbers.  They  return 
again  about  the  15th  of  August,  but  many  remain  to  breed,  and  a 
few  even  remain  all  the  winter. 

Glareola  tprquata  (B.).     Arrive  in  great  numbers  the  15th  of  April, 
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and  are  constantly  seen  Bkimmmg  over  the  salt  marges  in  eeardi 

of  insects ;  by  the  first  week  of  May  they  take  their  depaitare. 
Otis  tarda  (B.).  Very  rare  in  the  islands :  a  very  fine  male  was  shot 

in  Corfu  in  February  1842. 
tetrax  (B.).     Of  regular  passage  in  Santa  Maura  and  Zante, 

arriving  in  the  beginning  of  April :  does  not  remain :  never  seen 

in  Corfu. 
(Edicnemus  crepitans  (B.).    Common :  breeds  in  some  of  the  islands. 
Himantopus  melanopterus  (B.).  Occasionally  seen  during  its  passage 

in  April  in  considerable  numbers  in  Corfu,  but  does  not  remain. 
H<ematopus  ostralegus  (B.).     Not  very  common :  arrives  about  the 

20th  of  March,  does  not  remain. 
Charadrius  pluoialis  (B.).    Small  flocks  are  occasionaUy  seen  during 

the  winter  months. 

hiaticula  (B.),  1  These  birds  arrive  in  great  numbers  the 

— = minor  (B.).      J      beginning  of  October,  especially  the 

C.  minor,  and  remain  till  the  end  of  May. 
Vanellus  melanogaster  (B.).     Seen  occasionally  in  the  months  of 

April  and  September. 

cristatus  (B.).     Very  common  during  the  winter. 

Strepsilas  collaris  (B.).     Occasionally  passes  in  April :  rare. 
Ciconia  alba  (B.).     Arrives  the  1st  of  April,  remains  till  middle  of 

May. 
Ardea  cinerea  (B.).     Very  rare  in  Corfu :  occasionally  seen  in  the 

spring. 

purpurea  (B.).  Very  numerous  :  arrive  the  1st  of  April :  breed. 

egretta  (B.).     Never  seen  in  Corfu,  but  common  in  Santa 

Maura  and  the  salt  marshes  on  the  Albanian  coast  opposite  Corfu : 

arrive  in  October  and  depart  early  in  March. 
garzetta  (B.).    Common  in  Corfu,  and  are  found  in  Albania  in 

troops  of  from  fifty  to  sixty :  arrive  in  September  and  go  north  by 

end  of  April. 
■         stellaris  (B.).  Never  seen  in  Corfu  ;  very  common  in  Albania. 
ralloides  (B.).     Very  common  during  its  passage :  arrives  the 

first  week  of  April,  but  does  not  remain  longer  than  15th  of 

May. 
minuta  (B.).     Arrives  in  Corfu  in  great  numbers  about  the  1st 

of  May :  a  few  remain  to  breed,  and  though  the  young  may  be 

found  in  the  autumn,  I  have  never  been  able  to  discover  the  old 

birds  at  that  season,  and  therefore  conclude  that  they  must  return 

south  at  an  earlier  period. 
Nycticorax  ardeola  (B.).    Arrives  the  first  week  of  April,  does  not 

remain. 
Recurvirostra  avocetta  (B.).     Occasionally  seen  in  Corfu  beginning 

of  April :  rare. 
Ibis  falcinellus  (B.).     More  numerous  some  seasons  than  others : 

arrives  the  10th  of  April,  but  disappears  by  the  first  week  of 

May. 
Numenius  arquatus  (B.).     Arrives  the  beginning  of  September  in 

great  numbers. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


tn  Oyrfu,  ^c,  with  Notes  iy  H.  E.  Strickland.  421 

Numenius  phaopus  (B.).  Arrives  the  beginning  of  September  in  great 
numbers  :  not  so  common  as  the  above. 

TVinga  subarquata  (B.).  These  birds  are  common,  arriving  in  antumn 
and  mixing  with  the  dunlins  and  other  sandpipers  during  the 
-winter,  from  which  they  are  not  easily  distinguished :  it  is  then 
the  pigmy  curlew  of  Bewick.  In  the  month  of  May  they  assume 
their  full  plumage,  and  take  their  departure  in  the  beginning  of 
June. 

variabilis  (B.),  1  Very  common  during  the  winter :  go  north 

■  minuta  (B\      J      beginning  of  May. 

Machetes  pugnax  (B.).  Arrives  the  15th  of  March :  though  the  female 
is  very  common,  the  male  is  seldom  seen*. 

Totamis  fuscus  (B.).    Very  rare  in  Corfu. 

— —  calidris  (B.).    Very  common  during  the  winter. 

— —  ocAropu9(B.).  Anives  the  15th  of  March :  very  common  : 
does  not  remain  beyond  the  end  of  April. 

■   hypoleucos  (B.).    Common  during  the  winter  and  spring. 
•  glottis  (B.).    Common  during  the  winter  and  spring. 


Scolopas  rusticola  (B.).  Arrives  the  first  week  of  October :  very  nu- 
merous in  Albania  :  returns  by  the  27th  of  March. 

major  (B.).  Arrives  the  Ist  of  April :  does  not  remain  beyond 

the  end  of  the  month. 

gallinago  fB.).  A  few  appear  about  the  20th  of  August,  and 

by  the  15th  of  November  are  seen  in  great  numbers,  particularly 
on  the  salt  marshes  at  Butrinto,  opposite  Corfu,  where  I  have  known 
fifty  couple  to  have  been  killed  by  one  gun  in  a  few  hours.  I  have 
occasionally  seen  them  throughout  the  summer,  so  one  may  con- 
clude that  they  breed  there. 

peregrina.     This  bird  is  frequently  found  in  Corfu,  and  may 

eventually  prove  only  to  be  a  variety  of  the  gallinago ;  the  only  dif- 
ference being  in  its  size,  which  is  much  less,  and  the  tail-feathers 
consisting  of  twelve  instead  of  fourteen ;  in  other  respects  it  is  per- 
fectly similar. 

•  gallinula  (B.).     Arrives  about  the  1st  of  November^  and  on 


its  arrival  is  generally  found  in  groups. 
Rallus  aquaticus  (B.).  Found  in  great  numbers  during  all  the  winter 

months. 
Gallinula  crex  (B.).     Very  rare :  occasionally  appears  in  April. 
porzana  (B.).  Very  common :  sedentary  :  more  abundant  in 

spring. 

pusilla  (B.").     Very  rare  in  Corfii :  arrives  in  April. 

chloropus  (B.).    Very  common  :  sedentary. 


Fulica  atra  (B.).    Sedentary :  in  winter  they  are  seen  in  immense 

numbers. 
PoeUceps  cristatus  (B.).  1  Very  common  in  winter,  arriving  about  the 

auritus  (B.).      >     1st  of  November  and  remaining  till  the 

minor  (B.).       J      beginning  of  April. 

*  It  is  possible  that  some  of  these  supposed  females  may  have  been  males 
in  winter  plumage,  as  the  latter  do  not  acquire  their  nuptial  dress  till  the 
month  of  May.--H.  £.  S. 
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Sterna  caspia  (B.).  Two  of  these  birds  were  shot  at  Butrinto,  oppo- 
site Corfii,  by  Capt.  Sandham,  R.E.,  5th  of  April  1835. 

hirundo(B.)A 

nigra  (B.).      >  Common  during  the  spimg. 

muw/a  (B.).  J 

Lanu  argentatus  (B.).  Sedentary :  very  numerous.  These  birds  are 
the  only  ones  of  the  family  that  are  abundant  during  the  summer 
months. 

canus  (B.).    Very  common :  does  not  breed. 

■  melanocephalus.     Very  common  in  winter,  when  it  may  easily 

be  known  from  the  L,  ridibundus  in  being  entirely  white,  and  ha- 
ving no  black  tips  to  the  wings ;  about  the  1st  of  March  the  head 
assumes  a  jet-black  :  disappear  by  the  1st  of  April. 

Fuffinus  cinereus.     Sedentary. 

anglorum  (B.).    Sedentary. 

Thalassidroma  pelagica  (B.  ?).    Rarely  seen  in  these  seas  *. 

Anserferus  (B.).  Very  rare ;  only  having  seen  three  of  these  birds 
in  the  winter  of  1841-42. 

Cygnus  musicus  (B.).  Very  rare :  only  one  instance  occurs  of  this 
bird  having  been  shot  in  Cephalonia. 

Anas  tadoma  (BX    Very  common. 

boschas  (B.).     Very  common :  breeds  at  Butrinto. 

strepera  HB.).     Rare. 

acuta  (B.\     Sometimes  very  common. 

--^^  penelope  (B.).    Extremely  numerous. 

querquedtUa  (B.).    Extremely  numerous :  breeds  in  Corfu. 

crecca  (B.).    Not  so  numerous  as  the  above. 

clypeata  (B.).    Very  common. 

—  ngroca  (B.).    Very  common. 

fuligula  (B.).    Very  common. 

Mergus  serrator  (B,).  Very  numerous  in  Corfii :  arrives  in  November. 

■-  albellus  (B.).     Rare  :  not  seen  in  Corfu,  found  in  Santa 

Maura. 

Pelecanus  onocrotalus.  Very  numerous  in  Santa  Maura  and  Butrinto, 
opposite  Corfu,  where  they  may  be  seen  in  flocks  from  fifteen  to 

♦  In  a  recent  letter  to  myself  Capt.  Drummond  remarks,  that  when  the 
above  list  was  drawn  up  "  1  had  not  seen  the  Thalassidroma  meletensis  dis- 
covered by  my  friend  Signor  Schembri  at  Malta,  who  stated  tliat  the  pelagica 
is  not  known  there,  and  that  the  meletensis  breeds  in  great  numbers  on  the 
rock  of  Filfola  at  the  south  end  of  the  island  of  Malta.  When  in  the  Ionian 
Islands  I  was  unfortunately  unable  to  procure  a  specimen,  but  I  have  no 
doubt  that  what  I  saw  were  the  meletensis,  and  that  it  is  peculiar  to  the 
Mediterranean.  On  my  passage  home  I  saw  plenty  of  the  meletensis,  but 
after  passing  the  Gut  [of  GibrStar]  the  pelagica  made  its  appearance,  and 
the  meletensis  was  no  longer  seen.  They  are  easily  distinguished ;  the  me- 
letensis is,  if  anything,  a  Tittle  smaller,  and  has  the  lower  half  of  the  taO- 
feathers  white  as  well  as  the  rump."  I  have  only  to  remark  that  this  sup- 
posed new  species  of  Thalassidroma  (of  which  I  can  find  no  publialied 
account)  must  be  the  T,  pelagica  of  the  Prince  of  Canino,  who  states  it  in 
his  *  Fauna  Italica'  to  breed  on  rocks  near  Malta. — H.  £.  S. 
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thirty,  sitting  on  the  banks  of  the  salt  marshes  all  day  long,  sun- 
ning and  preening  themselves. 

Cknrbo  cormoranus  (B.).    Ck>mmon  :  sedentary. 

pygmisus.  Found  in  Cephalonia,  never  in  Corfu,  but  very  nu- 
merous at  Butrinto  during  the  winter. 

Summary, 

Species 
Common  to  Ionian  Islands  and  Britain. .  .      157 

Doubtful  if  same  as  British  species    3 

European,  but  not  British 39 

Peculiar  to  Ionian  Islands 1 

Total  number  of  birds  of  Ionian  Islands  . .  200 
It  may  appear  remarkable  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  these  spe- 
cies should  inhabit  such  opposite  extremities  of  Europe  as  Great 
Britain  and  the  Ionian  Islands.  The/atoKf  of  these  two  regions  are 
however  much  more  distinct  than  the  above  numbers  would  appear 
to  indicate,  for  many  of  the  birds  which  abound  in  the  Ionian  Islands 
are  of  very  rare  and  accidental  occurrence  in  Britain,  such  for  in- 
stance as  Cathartes percnopterus,  Falco  rufipes,  Coracias  garrula,  OriO' 
1ms  galbula,  Cypselus  alpinus,  Glareola  torquata,  Ardea  purpurea,  &c. 
— H.E.S. 


LII. — List  of  the  Birds  of  the  Island  of  Crete,  from  observations 
made  during  a  stay  of  nearly  two  months,  from  27/A  April  to 
18/A  June,  1843.  By  H.  M.  Drummond,  42nd  R.H.  With 
Notes  by  H.  E.  Strickland,  M.A. 

[This  list,  which  was  also  read  to  the  British  Association  at  Cork, 
is  necessarily  less  complete  than  Capt.  Drummond's  list  of  the 
birds  of  the  Ionian  Islands,  yet  it  is  a  remarkable  instance  of  how 
much  maybe  done  in  the  short  space  of  two  months  by  an  active 
and  observant  naturalist.  This  is  the  first  contribution  which 
has  been  made  since  the  days  of  old  Belon  to  the  ornithology  of 
Crete*,  an  island  which,  being  the  most  remote  extremity  of  Eu- 
rope towards  the  south-east,  may  be  expected  to  possess  a  pecu- 
liarly interesting  fauna. — H.  E.  S.] 

Vtdturfulvu,.  fProbably  breed  on  the  island.    1.  Very 

n  4X    i  *        /D  \  J    numerous :  2.  a  few  seen  on  the  hieh- 

Catharesp^ai^terus  (B.U    estmountains:  S.connnon  on  the  tops 

GypaStw,  barbatu,.  \^  ^^  ^^^  mountains.  ^ 

Falco  subbuteo  (B.)-     Seen  in  flocks  as  late  as  12th  June,  in  chose 

of  a  large  species  of  beetle,  which  they  dextrously  seize  with  their 

claws  and  devour  on  the  wing :  it  probably  breeds :  only  seen  in 

the  dusk  of  the  evening,  when  several  were  shot. 

*  This  island,  to  which  the  Saracens  first  gave  the  name  of  Candia,  has 
been  known  to  its  inhabitants  fVom  the  days  of  Minos  to  the  present  hour 
by  no  other  name  than  Crete,  and  I  rejoice  to  see  that  this  venerable  appel- 
lation is  again  coming  into  general  use. — H.  E.  S. 
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Falco  tinnunculus  (B.).     Breeds  on  the  island. 

■  tinnuncuioides.     Breeds :  numerous. 

rufipes  (B.).     Seen  in  large  flocks  as  late  as  30th  May :  pro- 
bably breeds. 

haliaStus  (B.)*     Only  one  individual  seen,  29th  April. 

milvus  (B.).     A  few  seen  on  the  Sfakian  mountains. 

huteo  (B.).     Breeds. 

rufus  (B.).     Very  common  the  end  of  April  and  beginning  of 

May  in  the  marshes. 

Strix  passerina  (fi,).     Very  numerous :  breeds. 

Corvus  cor  ax  (B.).     Common :  breeds. 

'  comix  (B.).     Very  numerous :  breeds. 

monedula  (B.).     Common  at  the  foots  of  the  mountains, 

where  it  breeds. 

Garrulus  glandarius*  (B.  ?).    A  few  seen  on  the  Sfakian  mountains, 
where  they  breed. 

Pyrrhocorax  graculus  (B.).     Very  numerous  on  the  tops  of  Mount 
Ida :  breed  there. 

Coracias  garrula  (B.).     Only  one  seen,  15th  May. 

Oriolus  galhula  (B.).     Only  two   seen,   the  spring  passage  being 
nearly  over. 

Lanius  rutilus-f  (B.).    Very  common :  breeds. 

Muscicapa  grisola  (B.).     Common :  breeds. 

alhicollis.     Only  one  seen,  28th  April. 

Turdua  merula  (B.).   Very  numerous,  particularly  on  the  mountains, 
where  it  breeds. 

cyaneus.     Breeds  on  the  mountains. 

Sylvia  turdoides.     Only  one  seen,  1st  May. 

phragmitis  (B . ) .     Common :  breeds . 

palmtris.     Very  numerous :  breeds  (found  only  in  the  olive- 
groves). 

■  luacinia  (B.).     Very  common  along  the  rivers :  breeds. 
melanocephala.    Very  numerous :  breeds. 

atricapilla  (B.).     A  few  seen  29th  April :  does  not  remain. 

—  cinerea  (B.).     A  few  seen  29th  April :  does  not  remain. 

trochilus  (B.).     A  few  seen  29th  April :  does  not  remain. 

Troglodytes  vulgaris  (B.).     Seen  only  on  the  mountains,  where  they 

were  pretty  numerous :  breed. 
Saxicola  csnanthe  (B.).    Very  common  on  the  mountain  tops,  where 

they  breed. 
aurita.    Not  quite  so  common  as  the  above ;  found  lower 

down  on  the  mountains,  where  they  breed  {. 

*  See  the  note,  p.  414,  suprd,  Crete  bein^  further  eastward  than  the 
Ionian  Islands,  it  is  probable  that  the  jay  of  uie  former  country  is  not  the 
Oarrulus  glandaritu,  but  O.  atricapilltts, — H.  E.  S. 

f  Z.  rutilus  is  the  only  one  of  the  tribe  found  on  the  island,  and  Z.  meri- 
dionalis,  though  so  common  in  Corfu  and  the  other  Greek  islands  where  it 
breeds,  was  nowhere  to  be  seen. — H.  M.  D. 

X  If  the  S.  aurita  was  actually  proved  to  breed  in  Crete,  it  would  certainly 
indicate  a  specific  distinction  from  S.  stapaxina.  But  see  the  note,  p.  416, 
$uprit. — H.  E.  S. 
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Sojticoia  BtapazviM.  Rare :  found  and  breed  in  the  same  places  as 
the  S.  tturita. 

rubetra  (B.).     A  few  seen  the  lattefr  part  of  April*  after 

which  they  disappear. 

■  rubicoia  (B.>.    Very  numerous :  breed  on  the  low  grounds. 

Accentor  alpinus  (B.}.  Seen  only  amongst  the  snow  on  the  Sfakian 
range,  where  they  breed. 

MotaaUa  alba.  One  or  two  seen  the  end  of  April,  after  which  they 
disappeared. 

flwa  (B.  ?).   One  or  two  seen  the  end  of  April :  this  bird 

is  the  common  wagtail  of  the  Mediterranean,  but  diflfers  from  the 
wagtail  of  England  io  having  a  black  head. 

Anthus  richardi*  (B.).    Found  in  dry  rocky  places,  where  it  breeds. 

arboreus  (B.),    A  few  seen  the  latter  part  of  April.  • 

Alauda  eristata.     Very  numerous  in  every  part  of  the  island :  breeds. 

— *—  arborea  (B.).  Found  in  considOTl>le  number  on  the  moun- 
tains, where  they  breed ;  none  were  seen  lower  down. 

Parus  major  (B.).     Common :  breeds. 

Cieruleus  (6.).   Breeds  here,  but  not  so  numerous  as  the  last. 

Emberiza  mekmocephda.  None  seen  before  22nd  of  May,  and  then 
only  a  few ;  from  observations  since  made,  they  seem  to  be  con- 
fined to  certain  districts  where  they  breed. 

— —  miliaria  (B^.    Very  common :  breeds. 

— -»—  kortuUma  (B.).  Very  common  on  the  mountains,  where 
they  breed. 

ctrluaf  (B.).    Not  very  numerous :  breeds. 


Frimplla  cisalpinal.     Common:  breeds 
cmlebi^  (B.).    Very  numerous :  breeds. 

*  This  bird  I  have  placed  under  the  present  denomination  from  its  very 
strong  resemblance,  though  it  does  not  quite  answer  to  Temmlnck's  descrip- 
tion of  it,  in  havinff  three  streaks  or  bands  of  darkish  olive  taking  their  rise 
from  the  comer  ofthe  bill,  instead  of  two,  the  first  running  from  tbe  nostrils 
through  the  eye  above  the  anriculars,  the  second  from  the  comer  ofthe  mouth 
passing  under  the  auriculars,  Uie  third  from  the  edge  of  the  lower  mandible 
parallel  with  the  above ;  throat  and  breast  yellowish  ochre,  darker  on  the  lat- 
ter, which  is  ^htly  sprinkled  with  a  few  li^ht  olive  specks ;  sides,  beUy  and 
vent  of  a  rich  cream*  colour ;  upper  parts  olive  tinged  with  rufous  ash,  darker 
on  the  head  and  scapulars.  Greater  and  lesser  wing-covers  olive-brown, 
edged  with  light  ruibus.  The  tail  consists  of  twelve  feathers,  and  is  blackish 
brown,  excepting  the  two  centre  ones,  which  are  lighter  and  shorter  than 
the  rest,  edged  with  pale  rufous,  and  the  two  side  ones  cream-colour  on  the 
outer  webs  and  part  of  the  inner.  The  first  of  these  has  the  shaft  white, 
the  second  black ;  the  third  feather  from  the  outside  is  tipped  with  white ; 
edge  of  bastard  wing  pure  white ;  bill  hora-colour,  darker  at  the  base ;  legs 
and  feet  pale  brown ;  eyes  hazel;  length  six  inches  three-quarters,  breadth 
ten  inches  three-quarters.  In  the  mue  and  female,  out  of  several  speci- 
mens examined,  little  or  no  difierence  was  found. 

t  Emb€ri%a  catioy  though  exceedingly  common  and  breeding  in  the  other 
islands,  was  not  observed  m  Crete. 

t  Frm^illa  domestica  is  not  found  on  die  island,  though  it  abounds  in  the 
Ionian  Islands,  where  the  F.  citahina  does  not  appear. 

f  It  is  curious  that  this  bird,  wnich  is  so  common  in  Crete,  breeding  and 
Am.^Mag.N.Hi»t.  Fb/.jdi.  2G 
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>  Common :  breed  in  the  island. 


Fringilla  chhris  (B.). 

cannabina  (B.). 

montium  (^.). 

carduelis  (B.).  ^ 

Upupa  epops  (B.).  Two  or  three  only  seen,  the  end  of  April  and  be- 
ginning of  May. 
Meraps  apiaster  (B.).     Very  common :   most  likely  breeds  on  the 

island,  as  flocks  were  seen  as  late  as  17th  June. 
Hirundo  rustica  (B.).     Common :  breeds. 
urhica  (B.).     Not  so  numerous  as  the  last :  breeds  on  the 

mountains. 
— —  riparia  (B.).     Common  in  the  beginning  of  May,  but  none 

seen  latterly. 
rupestris.     Seen  only  on  the  mountains,  and  probably  does 

not  descend  till  winter,  as  it  is  very  numerous  at  that  time  both 

in  Corfu  and  Cephalonia,  where  it  may  be  seen  skimming  over  the 

marshes. 
Cypselus  alpinus  (B.).     Common  :  breeds. 
■  murarius  (B.).     Very  numerous :  breeds. 

Caprimulgus  ewoptsus  (B.).     A  few  only  seen  beginning  of  May. 
Columha  palumbus  (B.).     Breeds  on  Mount  Ida,  where  they  are 

pretty  numerous. 
livia  (B.).    Very  common :  breeds  both  in  caves  on  the  sea-  • 

shore  as  well  as  on  the  highest  mountains,  where  they  were  found 

in  great  numbers. 

turtur  (B.).    Very  numerous  the  end  of  April  and  beginning 


of  May  during  the  passage,  only  a  very  few  remaining  to  breed. 
Perdix  saxatilis.    Very  numerous :  a  covey  of  young  birds  was  found 

as  early  as  29th  May. 
■  coturnix  (B.).   Not  so  numerous  here  as  in  some  of  the  other 

islands :  a  few  remain  to  breed. 
Glareola  torquata  (B.).     Only  two  or  three  were  seen,  one  as  late  as 

12th  June. 
(Edicnemus  crepitans  (B.).     Common :  breeds. 
Charadrius  minor  (B.).     In  great  numbers  in  April ;  none  seen  after 

15th  May. 
Ardea  cinerea  (B.).     Common  :  breeds. 
purpurea  (B. ).     Very  common  in  the  spring ;  none  seen  after 

the  middle  oi  May. 
—  garzetta  (B.).    Very  common  in  the  spring ;  one  seen  as  late 

as  10th  June  in  company  with  a  spoonbill. 

ralloides(B,).  Very  common ;  none  seen  after  the  middle  of  May. 

minuta  (B.).  Very  common ;  none  seen  after  the  middle  of  May. 


Veryt 
(B.). 


Nycticorax  ardeola  (B.).     Two  or  three  only,  beginning  of  May. 

probably  remaining  the  whole  of  the  year,  is  not  found  in  Corfu  during  the 
summer  months ;  and  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  in  none  of  the  Ionian  Islands 
durinff  that  season.  It  is  there  a  bird  of  regular  passage,  arriving,  along 
with  tne  robin  red-breast,  in  considerable  numbers  about  the  first  week  of 
October,  and  not  taking  its  departure  till  the  end  of  February  or  beginning 
of  March. 
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PUUalea  leucorodia  (B.).  Only  one  seen,  which  was  shot  10th  Jane 
and  proved  to  be  a  female,  so  that  they  probably  breed  on  the 
bland. 

Ibis  falcinellus  (B.).     Two  or  three  seen  the  latter  part  of  April. 

Numenius  arquatus  (B.).     Two  or  three  seen  the  latter  part  of  April. 

Tringa  minuta  (B.).  Very  common  the  latter  part  of  April;  none 
seen  after  the  15th  May. 

Machetes pugnax  (B,),   "j 

Totanus  calidris  (B.).  ,r  ^,     i  ^<.  .     *   a     -i 

ochropusiBX     I  ^^^  ^^"'"'^^  ^^^  ^l^^'.'?''^''^  ^P"^  • 

kypoLcos  (B.).  I  "^"^  *^^°  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^*y- 

•  glottis  (B.). 


Scolopax  major  (B.).       /  ^  ^^  ^^^"^^^  ^f "^  «^^?  ^^  ^^'  P^* 

y         y    V   V    j^     day ;  none  seen  afterwards. 
Gallinula porzana  (B,).     Common:  breeds. 
■  pusilla  (B.\     Common  end  of  April ;  none  seen  afterwards. 

chloroptts  (B.),     One  or  two  only  seen. 

Sterna  hirundo  (B.).     One  only,  18th  June. 

nigra  (B.).     Common :  breeds. 

Larus  argentatus  (B.).     Very  common :  breeds. 

.  melanocephalus.     One  only,  28th  April. 

Pvffinus  cinereus,     A  few  seen  on  the  coast,  middle  of  June. 

anglorum  (B.).     Common :  breeds. 

Thalassidroma  pelagica  (B.),    Several  were  seen  oflf  the  island  on 

19th  June. 
Anas  querquedda  (B.).  A  few  seen  in  pairs  as  late  as  middle  of  June. 

nyroca  (B.).     A  few  seen  in  pairs  as  late  as  middle  of  May. 

Pelecanus  onocrotalus.    One  seen  beginning  of  May ;  probably  com 

mon  in  winter. 
Carbo  cormoranus  (B.).     Common :  breeds. 

Summary,  e 

^  Species 

Common  to  Crete  and  Britain 84 

Doubtful  if  same  as  British  species     2 

European  but  not  British 19 

105 
All  the  birds  in  this  list  have  been  noticed  also  in  the  Ionian 
Islands,  except  the  four  following: — Accentor  alpinus,  Anthus  rt- 
chardi,  FringUla  cisalpina,  and  Platalea  leucorodia, — H.  E.  S. 


LIII. — Excerpta   Zoologica^  or  abridged  Extracts  from  Foreign 
Journals.     By  Dr.  Felix  von  B^benspbuno. 

Vegetation  upon  Living  Animals. 
Within  the  last  few  years  several  observations  have  been 
made  on  certain  of  the  lower  classes  of  vegetable  productions^ 
the  parasitical  occurrence  of  which  on  living  animals  gives 
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rise  to  Tarioiis  diseases.  Among  the  most  complete  researdies 
on  this  subject  are  those  of  Bassi  and  Audouin  on  the  Mm9^ 
cadinay  a  contagious  disease  of  the  silkworm  (Ann.  des  So. 
Nat.  1837, 1838),  and  those  of  Schoenlein  on  the  contagious 
ringworm  [Porrigo  lupinosa)  of  man.  From  these  inquiries 
our  views  respecting  miasma  and  contagion  have  obtained 
considerable  elucidation,  as  it  was  possible  in  those  cases  to 
isolate  the  contagious  matters  and  to  determine  their  vegetable 
nature.  A  third  fact  also  of  this  class,  viz.  the  occurrence  of 
parasitic  fungoid  formations  in  the  lungs  and  in  the  air-cells 
of  birds,  has  been  observed  by  Montagu  and  Owen  (see 
^  Annals,'  vol.  ix.  p.  131,  and  vcd«  viii.  p.  230^  and  more  re- 
cently by  Miiller  and  Retzius,  as  has  already  been  commimi- 
cated  in  these  *  Annals'  for  1842.  Connected  with  these  obser- 
vations are  the  following,  which  have  been  more  recently 
published. 

Dr.  Hanover  and  M.  Stilling  have  published  several  conmra- 
nications  on  contagious  con^rvoid  formations  on  frogs  and 
on  the  water  salamander  (Miill.  Archiv,  1839,  p.  338  ;  1841, 
p.  279 ;  and  1842,  p.  73).  Dr.  Hanover  first  observed  a  mucous 
efflorescence  form  on  Triion  punctata  which  had  been  used 
for  dissection  and  had  lain  some  time  in  water ;  on  submitting 
this  efflorescence  to  microscoiHC  examination,  it  T)roved  to  con- 
sist of  a  very  simple  conferva.  The  mass  was  formed  of  nu- 
merous more  or  less  ramified  tubes  of  various  diameter  which 
attained  the  length  of  an  inch.  The  cavity  in  their  interior 
was  in  some  continuous,  in  others  distinctly  divided  into 
chambers  by  means  of  cellular  partitions;  it  was  filled  with 
innumerable  black  corpuscles,  which  swam  about  in  the  inte- 
rior in  a  very  lively  manner  and  with  an  appearance  of  volition. 
The  motions  induced  M.  Stilling  to  ascribe  an  animal  and  not 
a  v^etable  nature  to  the  efflorescence.  He  considered  the 
black  corpuscles  to  be  the  eggs  of  a  species  of  hair-shaped 
infusorium  which  became  developed  in  great  quantity  dunng 
putrefaction,  and  believed  that  these  eggs  were  transported  by 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  and  were  ti^us  deposited  at  certain 
places,  where  he  then  supposed  the  tubes  to  be  formed  by  a 
secretion  of  fibrine,  and  which  were,  so  to  speak,  polypidoma 
(Keimstocke)  in  which  the  eggs  attained  their  development. 

Dr.  Hanover  proved  the  incorrectness  of  this  view  in  his 
second  paper  on  the  subject,  and  placed  beyond  doubt  the 
vegetable  nature  of  the  efflorescence  by  the  observation  of  its 
development  and  the  formation  of  spcmiles*. 

•  The  free  and  apparentlv  voluntary  motion  of  the  sporuks  of  many 
algae,  fungi  and  lichens  has  already  been  observed  so  often,  that  it  can  no 
longer  be  classed  amon^  the  sur])ri8in^  phaenomena.  Very  recently  IVof. 
Goeppert  in  Breslau  has  described  it  in  lienuupora  meamata,  and  has  ahowB 
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What  is  most  interesting  in  these  efflorescences  is^  that  they 
not  only  grow  on  the  bodies  of  dead  animals^  but  may  also  be 
transferred  to  those  of  living  ones.  If,  for  instance,  a  living 
animal  which  was  wounded  in  any  part  of  its  body  happened 
to  be  contiguous,  it  was  also  attacked  by  them,  and  the  con- 
ferva vegetated  fix)m  the  wound  in  luxuriance,  deriving  its 
nourishment  at  the  expense  of  the  animal,  which  fell  off  per- 
ceptibly in  condition  and  sometimes  died.  Moreover,  durect 
attempts  at  inoculation  proved  successful ;  for  a  small  quan- 
tity <rf  conferva  conveyed  into  a  cuticular  wound  vegetated 
abundantly,  and  after  some  time  fell  off  together  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  skin. 

These  experiments  were  made  by  Dr.  Hanover,  and  were 
subsequently  confirmed  byM.  Stilling.  They  show  that  we  have 
here  to  do  with  a  true  vegetable  contagium,  similar  to  that  of 
the  Porrigo  lupmosa  and  the  Mtiscadina,  but  with  this  differ- 
ence, that  in  the  one  case  the  air  is  the  difiusing  medium,  while 
in  the  other  it  is  the  water. 

The  conferva  itself  has  been  called  Achlya  proli/era. 

Another  contribution  to  the  history  of  these  parasitical  ve- 
getable formations  was  adduced  by  Dr.  Hanover  m  MUU.  Arch. 
1842,  p.  281,  ^^  on  Entophyta  upon  the  mucous  membranes  of 
the  dead  and  Iwing  human  body/^ 

The  Uttle  plant  here  described  has  the  greatest  similarity 
to  the  mucedinous  fungus  of  the  Porrigo  bynsiosoj  since  it 
consists  of  the  same  simple  or  ramified  tubes ;  but  it  appears 
only  to  increase  by  division ;  as  sporules,  such  as  they  occur 
in  Porr,  lupinosa,  were  never  observed.  This  fungus  differs 
from  most  of  the  parasitical  plants  that  have  hitherto  been  ob- 
served, from  its  not  growing  upon  the  surface  but  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  body,  viz.  upon  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  cavity 
of  the  mouth  and  alimentary  canals  of  man.  Among  seventy 
bodies  which  had  died  of  the  most  varied  diseases  it  was  found 
in  fourteen,  most  frequently  after  typhus  abdominalis^  where 
Langenbeck  had  already  observed  something  of  a  similar  na- 
ture. After  the  occurrence  of  this  filamentoid  fungus  in  the 
dead  body  had  been  confirmed,  it  was  likewise  found  in  the 
living;  it  was  met  with  in  the  various  sedimentary  deposits  on 
the  tongue  and  Ups  in  typhus* ,  in  erysipelaSydnd  in  the  stomach 

that  even  specimens  of  this  plant  that  had  been  collected  twenty  years  ago 
still  exhibited  the  same  motion  of  their  sporules  (Mull.  Arch.  1842,  p.  145). 
The  motion  of  the  spermatozoa  is  in  fact  quite  a  similar  phsenomenon,  and 
the  Yiew  that  they  are  Independent  living  animals  can  scarcely  be  main- 
tained any  longer  since  their  origin  from  cells  has  been  repeatedly  proved, 
especiaUy  by  R.  Wagner  and  by  M.  Kolliker. 

*  The  tartar  deposited  in  health  about  the  teeth  consists  in  great  part  of 
a  fine  filamentous  fun^,  according  to  some  authors ;  but  Prof.  Mitscherlich 
and  M.  Mandl,  prove  it  to  consist  of  an  infusorium.— Ed. 
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both  in  new-born  children  and  in  adults.  It  has  also  been 
once  detected  in  the  flocculent  sediments  of  diabetic  urine. 

This  filamentoid  fungus  is  frequently  accompanied  by  the 
fermentative  fungus  of  the  yeast  {Coniomyces  cerevisue),  and 
also  by  the  pecuUar  fermentative  fungus  of  diabetic  urine. 
Both  have  also  been  observed  in  dead  and  living  persons. 

In  diabetic  urine  which  was  undergoing  fermentation^  a 
fermentative  fungus  was  also  developed,  which  however  was 
found  to  be  specifically  distinct  from  that  of  the  yeast,  the 
individual  cells  being  more  elongate,  and  containing  generally 
from  two  to  three  nuclei.  When  yeast  is  added  to  fresh  dia- 
betic urine  it  likewise  undergoes  fermentation,  but  only  the 
fermentative  fungus  of  the  yeast  is  then  evolved,  not  that  of 
the  diabetes. 

The  great  resemblance  between  the  fermentative  and  some 
forms  of  the  filamentoid  fungi,  their  contemporaneous  appear- 
ance, and  especially  their  occurrence  in  the  living  body,  point 
to  a  remarkable  analogy  between  the  process  of  fermentation 
and  several  forms  of  disease,  especially  those  produced  by 
contagion, — an  analogy  which  has  already  been  established  by 
Liebig  in  a  chemical  point  of  view*. 

Dr.  Hanover  has  endeavoured  to  collect  together  the  scat- 
tered literature  on  the  occurrence  of  parasitic  plants  upon 
living  animals  t^  whence  it  results  that  this  phaeuomenon  may 
occur  in  all  classes  of  animals.    They  have  been  observed, — 

1 .  In  Man. — The  vegetable  nature  of  the  Porrigo  hpinosa  was  first 
shown  by  Schcenlein  and  was  then  confirmed  by  various  persons ;  thus 
recently  in  Tinea  favosa  by  Dr.  Gruby,  Miill.  Arch.  1842.  Hanover 
observed  the  filaraentoid  fungus  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  at  the 
same  time  Bennet  (Trans,  of  the  Roy.  Soc.  Edinb.)  has  detected  a 
filamentoid  fungus  in  the  sputa  and  lungs  of  a  man.  J.  Goodsir  has 
described  a  vegetable  (Sarcifia)  occurring  in  the  stomach  of  persons 
affected  by  water-brash.  Mr.  Busk  has  published  some  notes  on  the 
same  (Microscopic  Journal). 

2.  In  Mammalia, — Semirier  and  Rousseau,  I'lnstitut,  1841. 

3.  In  Birds, — Fungoid  formations  in  the  lungs  and  air-cavitdes  of 
birds  have  been  observed  by  Mr.  Owen  in  Phttnicopterus  ruber,  Phil. 

*  This  view  has  received  considerable  confirmation  from  the  recent  ob- 
servations of  the  celebrated  chemist  Prof.  Mitscherlich,  communicated  at 
p.  300  of  this  Journal ;  and  also  by  the  curious  observations  of  M.  Blondlot, 
published  in  the  <Comptes  Rendus '  for  Sept  11, 1843.~W.  F. 

f  This  has  been  admirably  done  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Bennett  in  an  elaborate 
memoir  published  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
vol.  XV.  part  2.  The  conclusions  however  drawn  from  the  facts  stated  in  the 
present  article  relative  to  the  important  offices  which  these  remarkable  pro- 
ductions are  intended  to  fulfill  in  nature,  will  be  found  to  be  somewhat  dif- 
ferent, and  well  justify  the  publication  of  this  paper,  which  was  received 
from  our  friend  seven  months  ago. — W.  F. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Excerpta  Zoohgica  i — Vegetation  upon  Living  Animals.    431 

Mag.  1833  ;  Deslongchamps  in  Anas  mollissima,  Ann.  des  Sci.  Nat. 
1841 ;  Semirier  and  Rousseau  in  several  other  birds  ;  Johannes  Miil- 
ler  andRetzius  in  Falco  rufus  and  in  Strix  nyctea,  1842,  Miill.  Arch. 
1842. 

4.  In  Amphibia, — Semirier  and  Rousseau  in  Testudo  Indica ;  Ha- 
nover and  Stilling  in  salamanders  and  frogs. 

5.  In  Fish. — ^Ehrenberg  observed  a  conferva  (Tremella  meteorica) 
as  a  disease  upon  Salmo  eperlanus ;  Bennet  a  conferva  upon  Cyprinus 
awratus,  Ann.  Nat.  Hist.  vol.  ix.  p.  QQ, 

6.  In  Insects, — Under  this  head  come  the  observations  of  Bassi 
and  Audouin  on  the  Muscadina  of  the  silkworm. 

Spharia  sinensis  grows  upon  a  caterpillar  in  China,  and  is  there 
employed  as  a  medicine :  Westwood  in  Annals  of  Nat.  Hist.  1841*. 

Hygrochrosis  intestinalis  has  been  detected  in  the  intestinal  canal 
of  Blaita  by  Valentin  (Repertorium,  1836). 

The  confervoid  vegetation  on  flies  has  been  frequently  observed 
and  described  in  particular  by  Ledermiiller,  Wrisberg,  Spallanzani, 
O.  F.  Miiller,  Ljrngbye,  Gruithuissen,  Cams,  Goethe,  Meyen,  and 
Nees  von  Esenbeck. 

Achlya  prolifera,  of  the  water  salamander,  has  also  been  found  to 
infest  the  bodies  of  dead  flies. 

7.  In  MoUusca. — Laurent  (I'lnstitut,  1839)  has  observed  a  fungus 
in  the  eggs  of  Limax  agrestis, 

COLEOPTERA. 

The  genus  Byrrhus  has  been  monographed  by  Steflfani 
(Tentamen  MonographiaeByrrhorum,  dissertatio  inaug.  Berol. 
1842).  The  author  describes  thirty-five  species,  of  which  eight 
are  new,  arranged  in  five  genera,  among  which  one  is  new. 

With  regard  to  the  geographical  distribution  of  these  in- 
sects, it  is  found  that  they  all  inhabit  only  the  northern  tem- 
perate zone,  in  which  they  are  distributed  as  follows  :— 

Number  of  spedei.       Europe.  America.  AtU. 

Byrrhus 27  23  5  2 

Syncalypta 3  3  0  0 

Podiloptorus   1  1  0  0 

Simplocaria    2  2  0  0 

Amphicyrta     2  0  2  0 

Genera  and  species.  .35  29  7  2 

There  are  four  species  which  belong  exclusively  to  Europe, 

five  to  North  America,  and  one  to  Asia. 

An  accurate  description  of  the  larva  of  Byrrhus  has  recently 

been  given  by  Erichson  in  his  *  Archiv,'  vol.  i.  for  1842,  p.  104. 

*  See  a  paper  in  Hooker's  *  London  Journal  of  Botany  '  on  the  species  of 
Sphmria  wnich  grow  on  larvee  and  pupae. — Ed. 
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Chjbtopodbs. 

Sereral  additions  have  been  made  to  the  histoiy  of  the  CXiP- 
tqpodes,  Burm.  {Terricolaf,  Cuv.).  Henle  described  several 
jean  ago  a  new  genus  allied  to  Lumbricug,  to  which  he  ^>- 
plied  the  name  of  Enckytracus ;  it  occurs  near  Berlin  in  moist 
ground^  and  differs  from  Lwnbricui  by  the  white  colour  of  the 
skin^  ihe  pale  colour  of  the  bloody  and  by  its  much  smaller  size. 

In  a  treatise  lately  published  by  Honmeister  (De  Vermibus 
quibusdam  ad  genus  Liunbric<Himi  pertinentibus,  diss,  inaug. 
cum  tab.  2.  BeroL  1842)9  we  are  made  acquainted  with  another 
new  genus^  Sisnuris :  the  animal  lives  at  the  bottom  of  smaD 
ditches  near  Berlin^  where  it  occurs  buried  in  the  mud  with  the 
posterior  extremity  of  the  body,  while  the  front  portion  pro- 
jects freely  and  floats  about  in  the  water.  From  this  aquatic 
mode  of  me  it  approaches  to  the  eenus  T^tbtfex^  Lam.,  frtan 
which  however  it  decidedly  differs  by  its  far  greater  size,  four 
series  of  fasciculi  (Tubifex  has  only  two),  and  by  the  absence 
of  the  peculiarity  of  forming  tubes  in  the  mud.  The  following 
are  the  generic  characters : — 

Sanuris.  CorpuB  teres,  distincte  annulatum  annulis  raria,  quadrifit- 
riam  temis  ad  senis  pedicellis  insequalibus  aculeatum,  ntunems  an- 
nnloram  190—160.  Diaphragmata  arcta ;  color  sanguinis  rubeiri- 
muB.    Ventriculos  musculosuB  nullus. 

8,  variegata.  Labro  superiore  dilatato,  antice  acuminato.  Long.  d*". 

Lumbrictisvarieffaiiis  of  O.  Mueller  is  probably  synonymous 
with  this  species.  A  careful  anatomical  dissection  indicated 
essential  differences  from  the  allied  genera. 

In  the  same  memoir  we  further  find  observations  on  the 
genus  Ltfm^rtcu^  itself :  while  all  the  older  zoologists  are  only 
acquainted  with  a  single  species,  Lumbricus  terrestris,  Savigny 
(Descript.  de  PEgypte)  has  made  twenty  new  species  fix)m  that 
one ;  and  Dug&  has  brought  the  number  up  to  thirty-five. 

Hofimeister,  who  exammed  the  earthworms  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Berlin,  considers  that  he  is  able  to  distinguish 
with  certainty  three  species  which  are  characterized  by  ex- 
ternal characters,  and  also  by  their  habit.  One  of  these  spe- 
cies agrees  with  the  L.  anatomicu8,  Dug. ;  the  other  two  are 
new,  L.  agricola  and  L.  olidm. 

C.  Vogt  has  recently  described  another  new  genus,  which 
is  more  allied  to  the  Naiads  (Miiller's  Archiv,  1841,  p,  36), 
under  the  name  Matzia  heterodactyla.  The  long  body  of  the 
animal  is  indistinctly  divided  into  rings ;  each  of  the  nngs  has 
on  the  ventral  side  two  warts,  each  of  which  is  furnished  with 
from  two  to  ten  bristles.  The  animal  is,  from  its  parasitic  habit, 
very  remarkable,  living  as  it  does  in  the  mantle-cavity  of  ^n- 
cyluB  fluviatiUs'y  the  length  of  the  animal  amounts  at  the 
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furthest  to  1^'^  Although  Vogt  describes  this  annelide  as 
new,  it  appears  to  be  identical  with  Chatogastery  Von  Baer 
(Beitrage  zur  Kentniss  der  niederen  Thiere,  tab.  2.).  Von 
Baer  also  found  his  Chcetogaster  parasitic  on  freshwater  mol- 
lusca ;  not  on  AncyUis  it  is  true,  but  on  Limnaus,  Planorbisy 
and  Pkysa.  In  size,  colour  and  form  it  agrees  perfectly  with  the 
Matzia,  and  from  the  description  and  figure  there  cannot  be 
the  sUghtest  doubt  as  to  the  identity  of  both  animals.  I  have 
also  fimnd  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Berlin,  in  the  mantle- 
cavity  of  young  specimens  of  Planarbis  communisy  an  annelide 
which  agrees  exactly  with  Vogfs  representation  of  the  Matzia 
heterodactyla.  The  latter  name  must  be  abandoned,  and  that 
of  CheetogasteTy  being  the  oldest,  adopted. 

With  respect  to  the  more  accurate  relations  of  affinity  of 
this  genus,  the  spiny  feet  affixed  to  the  flesh-hooks,  and  the 
mode  of  propagation  by  means  of  gemmation  and  division, 
connect  it  with  the  NaiadeSy  from  which  however  it  differs  in 
the  absence  of  eves.  It  is  most  nearly  allied  to  Acleoiomazxidi 
Pristinay  Ehrenb.  (Symbol.  Phys.  Evert.). 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 
Jnnales  des  Sciences  NatureUet, 

Feb.  1843. — Zoology. — ^The  remainder  of  M.  Jol/s  very  valuable 
paper  on  Caridiaa  DesmareatU,  Among  the  results  of  his  research 
are  the  following  important  conclusions :  the  Caridifia  quits  the 
egg  under  a  different  form  from  that  which  it  presents  when  adults 
wanting  many  organs  which  afterwards  are  fully  developed.  The 
changes  which  it  undergoes  are  true  metamorphoses,  much  more  com- 
plete metamorphoses  than  those  presented  by  Orthopterous,  Hemi- 
pterous,  and  some  Neuropterous  insects.  A  comparison  of  M.  Jol/s 
observations  with  those  of  J.  V.  Thompson  and  Capt.  Du  Cane  leaids 
him  to  conclude,  that  almost  all,  if  not  all,  Decapodous  Crustacea 
exhibit  similar  transformations. — Dr.  Martins  on  Arvicola  nwalis,  a 
new  species  from  the  region  of  perpetual  snow  in  the  Swiss  Alps. — 
Andral  and  Gavarret  on  Respiration. — A  translation  of  Mr.  Bowman's 
admirable  memoir  on  the  structure  and  use  of  the  Malpighian  bodies 
of  the  kidneys. 

Botany. — ^Dr.  Montague's  descriptions  of  Exotic  Cellulares,  con- 
tinued.— ^M.  Nageli  on  Fungi  living  in  the  interior  of  vegetable 
cells  (from  the  '  Linnsea'),  with  a  good  plate. — Professor  Morren  on 
the  movements  and  anatomy  of  the  labeUum  oi  MegacUmum  falcatum 
(extracted  from  the  15th  vol.  of  the  new  memoirs  of  the  Brussels 
Academy). — Spach's  monograph  of  the  genus  Amygddus.  Out  of 
seventeen  species  thirteen  are  inhabitants  of  Asia  oidy,  one  of  Europe 
only,  one  common  to  Europe  and  Asia,  and  two  doubtfiiL  Nine  of 
these  are  new.     M.  Spach  also  enumerates  seven  dubious  species. 

March. — Zoology. — M.  Leon  Dufour  on  the  Liver  of  Insects. 
A  long  and  important  paper  with  excellent  plates.-^M.  Quatrt&ges 
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on  a  new  kind  of  Phosphorescence  observed  in  certain  Annelides  and 
Ophiura,  The  author  shows  that  the  light  in  these  cases  proceeded 
from  the  muscular  tissues  of  the  animals. 

Botany. — On  the  growth  of  Pinus  sylvestris  in  the  north  of  Europe^ 
by  MM.  Bravais  and  Ch.  Martins. — Monograph  of  the  genus  Ebenms, 
by  Count  Jaubert  and  Ed.  Spach.  Of  the  species  described  two  are 
European,  seven  Asiatic  and  one  African.  Seven  out  of  the  total  ten 
are  new.  There  is  appended  a  description  of  a  new  genus,  Ebetti' 
dium,  intermediate  between  Ebenus  and  Anthyllis.  Ehenidium  logo- 
pus,  a  plant  from  Southern  Persia,  is  the  only  species. — Remarks  on 
the  anatomical  structure  of  Melocactus,  by  F.  A.  W.  Miquel  (trans- 
lated from  the  '  Linnsea'). — A  revision  of  the  species  of  Chamesr- 
rhodos,  by  Prof.  Bunge. — On  the  genus  Hypoch^eris,  by  E.  Reg^ 
(from  the '  Linnsea'). — A  translation  of  M.  Gteppart's  memoir  on  the 
ligneous  knots  in  Abies  pectinata, 

April. — Zoology. — A  translation  of  Siebold's  paper  on  the  organ 
of  Hearing  in  the  MoUusca. — M.  d'Orbigny  on  the  comparative 
normal  position  of  Bivalve  MoUusca.  The  opinions  expressed  in  ttua 
paper  are  rather  fanciful  than  important. — A  translation  of  Pto£. 
Owen's  great  memoir  on  the  Mylodon. 

Botany. — ^Note  on  Cambium,  by  MM.  Mirbel  and  Payen. — M. 
Mohl's  researches  on  the  Cuticle  of  Plants  (from  the  '  Linnaea'). — 
Dr.  L^veili^  on  Fungi  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris. — Count  Jau* 
bert  and  M.  Spach  on  the  Orientd  species  of  Leobordea. — ^Dr.  Mon- 
tague's Fourth  Century  of  new  Exotic  Cellulares. 

May. — Zoology. — General  Considerations  on  the  Palaeontology  of 
South  America,  compared  with  European  Palaeontology,  by  M.  AJcide 
d'Orbigny.  A  very  interesting  paper  by  a  naturalist,  whose  works 
promise  to  rescue  the  palaeontology  of  the  Invertebrata  from  the  ob- 
scurity which  pervades  it,  in  consequence  of  having  remained  so  long 
in  the  hands  of  persons  whose  knowledge  was  geological  rather  than 
zoological.  Among  the  conclusions  c&awn  by'M.  d'Orbigny  from 
the  facts  on  which  this  paper  is  founded,  are  the  following :  1st,  that 
•*  beings,  taken  as  a  whole,  have,  following  the  chronological  order  of 
faunae  characteristic  of  formations,  progressed  in  America  as  in  Europe 
from  simple  to  complicated."  (This  conclusion  will  hardly  bear  criti- 
cism .]  2ndly ,  no  transition  being  evident  among  specific  forms,  beings 
appear  to  have  succeeded  each  other  on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  not 
by  passage,  but  by  extinction  of  existing  races  and  by  the  creation  of 
new  species  at  each  geological  epoch :  3rdly,  animals  are  divided  into 
zones  according  to  geological  epochs,  each  of  which  represents  a  distinct 
fauna  having  the  same  palaeontological  aspect  and  composed  of  the 
same  generic  forms  both  in  Europe  and  America,  and  also  containing 
certain  species  common  to  both  :  4thly,  M.  d'Orbigny  regards  such  a 
state  of  things  as  indicating,  among  the  older  formations,  a  uniformity 
of  temperature  and  a  general  shallowness  of  the  seas :  5thly,  after  the 
cretaceous  aera  the  influence  of  climate  commences,  consequent  on 
the  diminution  of  the  internal  heat  of  the  globe ;  uniformity  of  distri- 
bution disappears,  and  local  faunae  are  multiplied. — Memoir  on  the 
JSoUdina  paradoxum,  Quat.,  by  M.  A.  de  Quatrefages  (with  a  fine  en- 
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graving).  The  following  is  the  character  of  the  genus  Eolidina : 
"  Four  tentacula ;  eyes  at  the  base  of  the  posterior  tentacula ;  bran- 
chiae arranged  symmetrically  in  transverse  rows  on  each  side  of  the 
median  line ;  anus  posterior^  dorsal ;  genital  orifice  on  the  right  side,  a 
little  in  advance  of  the  posterior  tentacula ;  foot  large,  ecdarged  in 
front,  extending  beyond  the  body  behind."  **  Species,  E,paradoxum, 
Superior  legs  slightly  prominent ;  anus  very  small ;  genital  orifice 
not  very  evident ;  two  reddish-brown  eyes ;  anterior  tentacula  twice 
as  large  as  the  posterior ;  colour  variable  (pale  orange  or  gray). 
Length  ten  to  twelve  millimetres.  Inhabits  coasts  of  Normandy 
under  stones  at  low- water."  The  author  describes  its  anatomy  and 
physiology  at  length,  and  concludes  by  a  consideration  of  its  zoolo- 
gical relations.  This  is  a  memoir  of  very  great  interest,  and  should 
be  carefully  perused  by  every  British  malacologist. — An  extract  from 
a  work  by  M.  Matteucci  on  animal  electricity. 

Botany. — M.  Gustave  Thuret  on  the  locomotive  organs  of  the 
spores  of  Algae.  By  the  employment  of  opium  and  iodine  the  au- 
thor has  been  enabled  to  arrest  and  examine  the  ciliary  organs  which 
cause  the  spores  to  move.  Of  these  organs  he  distinguishes  four 
types.  The  most  simple  is  seen  among  the  Confervse,  in  which  the 
extremity  of  the  spore,  unprovided  with  endochrome,  forms  a  rostrum, 
bearing  two  cilia  or  filiform  tentacula,  slightly  exceeding  it  in  length. 
The  motions  of  these  spores  recall  those  of  the  animalculae  which 
are  found  in  the  anthers  of  Char  a.  Light  affects  them.  Ihere  is  a 
rose-coloured  point  near  the  rostrum  like  that  seen  in  certain  Infu- 
soria. A  second  form  of  spore  is  seen  in  Ch<etophora  elegans,  the 
spores  of  which  are  provided  with  four  cilia.  A  third  t3rpe  is  met 
with  among  the  Proli/era,  in  which  the  spores  are  oval,  with  a  rounded 
rostrum  bearing  a  crown  of  filiform  tentacula.  A  fourth  is  seen  in 
Vaucheria,  in  which  the  spore  is  an  ovoid  vesicle  entirely  clothed 
with  cilia.  M.  Thuret  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the  germina- 
tion of  the  spores,  confirming  the  observations  of  linger,  and  shows 
that  many  species  of  Vaucheria  are  varieties  of  one  form.  Good 
plates  accompany  this  paper. — Monographia  Lycoperdineorum,  by 
Dr.  Vittadino  (in  the  Turin  'Transactions'). — Monograph  of  the 
genus  Spartium,  by  M.  Spach.  Ten  species  are  enumerated,  of 
which  nine  are  African  (mostly  from  the  Canaries)  and  one  common 
to  Africa  and  Asia. — Observationes  in  Acanthaceis  Horti  Vratisla- 
viensis,  by  Nees  ab  Esenbeck  (from  the  '  Linnaea  *). — Karelin  and 
Kirilow  on  new  genera  of  Russian  plants  (from  the  '  Bulletin'  of  the 
Moscow  Society). — Description  of  Zamia  Loddigesii  (Z.  serrulata, 
Catal.  Loddig.  n.  1841),  by  M.  Miquel. — Baron  Melicocq  on  the  ve- 
getation of  the  banks  of  the  Meuse. — Review  of  M.Holandre's  'Flora 
of  the  Moselle.' 

June. — Zoology, — M.  KoUiker  on  the  seminal  fluid  of  Crustacea 
and  Cirrhipeda  (translated  from  the  author's  essay  published  in 
German). — Extract  from  the  memoir  by  MM.  Dumas,  Boussingault 
and  Payen,  on  the  Origin  of  Fat.— Ruber's  paper  on  the  larva  of  a 
Lyda  (see  'Annals,*  May  1843). — M.  Costa  on  the  integuments  of 
SynaptiB. 
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BUmoi, — ^M.  A.  Steinliefl  (the  kte)  oa  oppoote  lesres 
become  alternate  by  nnioii. — Arendt  on  the  captUarj  actioo  of  hain 
(from  the  '  Flora '). — ^M.  Desmazi^res  on  Cryptogamim  new  to 
France. — M.  Tukme  on  French  Lifeoiperdmcca. 

^xA-j, — Zoology, — M.  Serres  on  the  human  allantoid. — ^M.  d*Qr- 
bigny  on  the  Ghisteropoda  of  tiie  Cretaceoos  system.  Of  325  spe- 
cies found  in  the  cretaceous  strata  of  France,  250  axe  new.  Oat 
of  the  total,  81  species  belong  to  tiie  Neocomian  (the  lowest  portion 
of  the  Lower  Ghreensand)  and  9  to  the  "  Aptien/'  which  two  dm- 
sions  form  together  the  "  Etage  Neocomien  "  of  D'Orbigny,  a  name 
equivalent  to  the  Lower  Greensand  of  Dr.  Fltton.  To  the  "  AUncn," 
t.  r.  the  Ghmlt,  belong  77  species ;  to  tiie  "  Turonien,**  t.  e.  Upper 
Gh'eensand,  134;  and  to tiie  "  Senonien/'  Le.  white  chalk,  24.  Each 
geological  group  is  marked  by  an  assemblage  of  peculiar  species. 
The  new  names  given  by  M.  d'Orbigny  to  tiie  groups  will  appear  to 
most  geologists  useless  and  inconvenient :  it  is  a  relic  of  an  old,  but 
very  bad  habit  of  French  naturalists. — Experimental  researches  oo 
Inanition,  by  Dr.  Chossat. 

Botany, — M.  Mirbel  on  the  anatomy  of  the  Date-Palm. — ^M.  Ghm- 
dichaud's  reply  to  M.  MirbeL — M.  A.  Meyer  on  the  Dapknace^ 
(from  the  '  BuUetin '  of  the  Moscow  Academy). — M.  Bojer  on  new 
plants  from  the  South  African  Islands. — M.  Schrenk  on  new  Chema- 
podiacea  and  Statices  (from  t^e '  Bulletin*  of  the  Moscow  Academy). 

Aug.'-^Zoology, — M.  Matteucci  on  muscular  electricity,  2nd  part. 
— M.  BischofF  on  the  detachment  and  fecundation  of  tlie  human 
egg  and  of  the  eggs  of  Mammalia. — Physiological  studies  on  men- 
struation, by  M.  Raciborsky. — M.  Lereboullet  on  the  Ligidium  Per' 
soonii  of  Brandt.    With  plates. 

Botany. — ^Note  on  the  distinctive  characters  which  separate  v^^e- 
tables  from  animals,  and  on  mineral  secretions  in  plants,  by  M.Payen. 
The  author,  by  chemical  analysis,  comes  to  the  same  conclusions  which 
M.  Decaisne  arrived  at  by  organographical  research,  viz.  that  Coral- 
Una  officinalis,  Halimeda,  Opuntiti  and  their  allies  are  vegetables  and 
true  Algae. — Dr.  Montague  on  the  tribe  of  Podaxinea,  and  on  GyrO' 
phragmium,  a  new  genus  of  that  tribe. — Conspectus  generis  Ghi^o- 
nia,  by  Count  Jaubert  and  M.  E.  Spach. — On  some  new  plants  of 
Abyssinia,  by  M.  Raffineau  Delile. — M.  Bojer's  descriptions  of  rare 
plants  from  the  islands  of  Southern  Africa. — Prof.  Bemhardi  on  the 
metamorphosis  of  plants  (from  the  '  Flora'  of  1843). 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  LEARNED  SOCIETIES. 

ZOOLOGICAL    SOCIETY. 

Dec.  27,  1842  (co»^wMerf). — Richard  Owen,  Esq.,  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Eraser  exhibited  a  specimen  of  the  Galago  Senegalensis,  pro- 
cured at  Cape  Coast,  Western  Africa,  and  a  new  species  of  Slurew 
from  Fernando  Po,  which  he  characterized  as  follows : — 

SojiBx  (Cbociouba)  Pobnsis.    Sor,  ohscurkfiucw,  corpore  subtHa 
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dnereo,  pedUms  nigrescenHbui  ;  aureus  parvuUs,  distinctis ;  caudd 
corpore  breviori  pilis  obscwris  adpressig,  et  setts  longioribus  ad^ 
spersis. 

nnc.  lin. 
LoDgitudo  ab  apice  rostri  ad  caudae  basin. ...      3     3 

Cauda    1   10 

tarsi  digitorumque 0     6 

ab  apice  rostri  ad  basin  auris  ....      0  10 

Hab.  Clarence,  Fernando  Po. 

This  species  somewhat  resembles  the  Sorex  varius  of  Smuts,  but 
is  of  a  deeper  hue.  The  upper  parts  of  the  body  are  of  a  deep  brown 
colour,  rather  indistinctly  variegated  with  greyish ;  the  body  beneath 
Ia  grey,  but  slightly  washed,  as  it  were,  with  dirty  yellow.  The  ears 
are  distinct,  that  is,  not  hidden  by  the  fur,  as  in  S,  tetragonurus  and 
its  allies,  and  the  tail  has  long  bristly  hairs  interspersed  with  the 
short  adpressed  fur,  as  in  the  subgenus  Crocidura,  Wagler. 

The  specimen  was  taken  in  a  trap  baited  with  flesh,  on  the  elevated 
land  of  Point  William. 

Mr.  Fraser  observed  that  the  specimen  exhibited  of  Cralago  Sene- 
galensis  was  shot  at  Ci^  Ck>a8t,  Western  Africa,  in  a  tamarind  tree, 
near  the  top  of  which  he  found  its  nest :  this  was  composed  of  loose 
leaves  arranged  in  the  fork  of  a  branch.  The  eyes  were  large  and 
prominent,  and  the  movements  of  the  animal  were  slow,  and  conse- 
quently very  unlike  the  true  Lemurs. 

Specimens  of  the  Galago  Alleni  and  G,  Maholi  were  placed  on  the 
table  for  comparison. 

A  paper  was  then  read,  from  M.  Petit  de  la  Saussaye,  containing 
descriptions  of  new  species  of  Shells,  belonging  to  the  genus  Auri- 
cula, collected  by  H.  Cuming,  Esq. 

Auricula  tornatblliformis.  Aur,  testd  oblongo-acutd,  sub  epi- 
dermide  flavescente  albidd,  transveriim  tenmssim^  striatd,  et  rugis 
longituc^naUbus  levissimis  obsolete  granulosd;  spird  amico-acutd, 
lucidd;  anfractibus  oetonis  subconvexis,  ultimo  magna  supra  me- 
dium  ventricoso ;  columelld  infernk  biplicatd;  labro  supemk  arcua- 
tim  emarginato. 

Long.  24  millim. ;  larg.  10^  millim. 

Hab.  Tanhay,  isle  of  Negros,  Philippines.  Found  at  the  roots  of 
mangrove- trees. 

Auricula  Doliolum.  Aur,  testd  ovatd,  transveriim  tenuk  et  regu- 
lariter  sulctttd,  striis  longitudinalibus  et  irregularibus  subpumctatd, 
sordidk  rufo-fuscd,  ultimo  anfractu  pallidiore  atbido-cinerascente, 
angust^  plUs  minilsve  fasciatd ;  anfractibus  6-7;  aperturd  ovatd 
iniils  fuscO'purpurascente ;  columelld  biplicatd,  supern^  obsoletiS' 
thn^  dentatd;  umbilico  rumali;  labro  albo,  intOs  incrassato,  tri- 
dentato,  dente  mediano  majori,  in/eriori  obsoleto. 

Long.  10  millim. ;  larg.  5|  millim. 

Hab.  Sinait,  province  of  North  Ilocos,  island  of  Luzon.  Found 
on  decayed  wood,  salt  water. 

Auricula  lUcLUsiAirA.  Aur.  tsstd  ovato^oblongd,  griseo  virescente. 
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spird  conicd,  apice  obtusd,  erosd ;  anfractibus  senis,  planimseulU, 
unoquoque  in  superiorem  imbricante,  sub  suturd  depressiusculo ; 
umbilico  nulla ;  aperturd  subovatd  inittsjusco-purpurascenie  ;  coim- 
melld  triplicatd,  plied  superiori,  latiori,  lamelliformi,  medid  ntedt- 
ocri,  inferiori  minori  ;  labro  licvigato,  intiis  zond  albd,  subcalloso. 

Long.  16  millim. ;  larg.  8  millim.  vix. 

Hab,  Island  of  Tumaco,  West  Colombia. 

Auricula  piriformis.  Aur,  testd  subpiriformi,  lavigatd,  fu9cd^ 
sub  epidermide  viridt-cinerascente ;  anfractibus  7-8;  spird  brevi- 
conicd,  rotundatd,  apice  acuto,  nigra;  aperturd  ablongd,  intus 
fusco-vialaceo ;  columelld  S-plicatd,  plicis  superioribus  obsol^tis, 
mediand  rabustiori,  lamellifarmi,  inferiari  robustd,  subascendemte, 
pasiic^  circulari ;  labra  acuta,  pallida  emarginata,  intits  2-6  tenui- 
ter  striata. 

Long.  20  millim. ;  larg.  9  millim. 

Hab.  Tumaco  island.  West  Colombia. 

llie  number  of  striae  or  folds  on  this  shell  varies,  but  moat  fre- 
quently there  are  five. 

Auricula  Cbtlonica.  Aur.  testd  avatd,  siq}ern^  obtusi^  angmlaid, 
glabrd/uscO'Viridescente,  fasciis  albis  vel  cinereis  angustis  cincid, 
anfractibus  8-9.  planulatis  ;  spird  conica-depressiuscild,  apice  ju- 
grescente  ;  columeUd  triplicatd,  plied  superiori  albd,  crassiusculd, 
lamellifarmi,  subtils  parvuld,  inferiari  circulari ;  labro  acuta,  Umg^ 
et  prafund'k  intiis  sulcata,  ad  marginem  fusca,  Usvi. 

Long.  15  millim. ;  larg.  10  millim. 

Mr.  Cuming  possesses  specimens  wYnch  are  of  large  size. 

Hab.  Ceylon. 

Very  fine  striae  are  sometimes  perceptible  upon  half  of  the  last 
whorl  of  this  shell ;  the  base  of  the  columella  is  of  a  livid  fawn-colour. 

Auricula  pulchblla.  Aur.  testd  parvuld,  ovata-acutd,  nitidd 
pellucidd  (dbicante,  transversim  fusco-zanatd,  lineis  langitudinali' 
bus  reetis  seu  undulatis,  aquidistantibus,  zonas  transversas  secan- 
tibus,  eleganter  pictd ;  anfractibus  6-7/  spird  conica-acutd,  fused, 
apice  mammillari ;  columelld  triplicatd,  plicis  superioribus  ptarvulis, 
approximatis,  inferiari  mqjori,  subhorizontali ;  labra  acuta,  intiis 
tenuiter  striata. 

Long.  6  millim. ;  larg.  3  millim. 

Hab.  St.  Nicolas,  isle  of  Zebu  (Philippines). 

Jan.  10,  1843. — Richard  Owen,  Esq.,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

A  portion  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Cotton,  addressed  to 
Professor  Owen,  was  read.  This  letter  is  dated  Waimate,  near  the 
Bay  of  Islands,  New  Zealand,  July  11,  1842,  and  the  portion  read 
refers  to  the  remains  of  a  gigantic  bird  in  New  Zealand,  llie  Rev. 
Mr.  Cotton  observes,  that  upon  meeting  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wm. 
Williams,  whose  missionary  station  is  at  the  East  Cape,  Bay  of 
Islands,  "  I  spoke  to  him  about  the  gigantic  New  Zealand  Bird, 
of  which  you  described  a  single  bone.  Oddly  enough,  he  had  a 
basketful  of  the  bones  in  the  next  room,  which  he  immediately 
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allowed  to  me.     He  has  sent  two  cases  of  them  to  Dr.  Buckland, 
together  with  a  long  letter,  fully  detailing  the  circumstances  under 
'which  they  were  foimd.     I  have  no  doubt  but  that  he  will  ere  this 
have  communicated  the  letter  to  you,  that  is,  should  it  have  safely 
arrived.     The  bones  are  very  perfect,  not  at  all  fossilized ;  and  have 
heen  buried  in  the  mud  of  freshwater  streams  communicating  with  high 
mountains.    Mr.  WiUiams  had  bones  of  thirty  diJOferent  birds  brought 
to  him  in  a  short  time  after  he  set  the  natives  about  searching  for 
them.     One  of  the  largest  leg-bones,  which  measures  two  feet  ten 
inches,  and  which  has  been  sent  to  Dr.  Buckland,  leads  him  to  think 
that  the  bird  must  have  been  sixteen  feet  high !     A  clergyman  who 
came  out  in  the  Tomatia  with  us  is  going  to  be  located  in  die  Wairoa, 
a  river  about  seventy  miles  south  of  Poverty  Bay,  a  locality  in  which 
these  bones  have  been  found  in  the  greatest  plenty,  and  I  will  com- 
mission him  to  save  for  me  all  he  can  in  case  you  should  not  have 
any  in  the  distribution  which  Dr.  Buckland  is  authorized  by  Mr. 
Williams  to  make.     No  bones  of  the  wings  have  been  found.     The 
natives  have  some  odd  traditions  about  it,  which  you  will  see  in  the 
letter.     Strangely  enough,  after  Mr.  Williams  had  obtained  the 
hones,  he  heard  of  the  bird  as  having  been  seen  by  two  Englishmen 
in  the  Middle  Island.     They  were  taken  out  by  a  native  at  night  to 
watch  for  the  bird,  which  he  had  described  to  them ;  they  saw  it,  but 
were  so  frightened  that  they  did  not  dare  to  shoot  at  it,  though  they 
had  gone  out  expressly  to  do  so.     After  this  I  should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  the  Zoological  Society  were  to  send  out  an  army  to  take 
the  monster  alive,  for  alive  he  most  certainly  is  in  my  opinion." 

A  paper  was  then  read  from  M.  Petit  de  la  Saussaye,  in  which  the 
author  describes  the  following  new  species  of  Shells,  placed  in  his 
hands  for  that  purpose  by  Hugh  Cuming,  Esq.  Among  these,  M. 
Petit  observes,  are  several  which  in  his  opinion  form  a  new  little 
group,  possessing  well-marked  characters,  and  which  might  be  re* 
garded  as  a  subgenus,  for  which  he  proposes  the  name  Elasmatina*, 
These  shells,  which  are  all  terrestrial,  form  a  portion  of  the  great 
family  HelicidiS,  and  appear  to  be  confined  to  certain  islands  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  They  are  of  small  size,  transparent  and  fragile,  and 
their  columella  is  always  furnished  at  least  with  one  tooth,  and 
sometimes  with  several  teeth.  The  chief  characters  are  thus  ex- 
pressed by  the  author : — 

Elasmatina. 
Testa  ovata,  sen  turrita,  fragiHs,  pellucida ;  columella  uni-  vel  pluri- 
dentata,  dentibus  lamelliformibus ;  labrum  tenue,  acutum. 
Elasmatina  subulata.     Elasm,  iestd  cohico-elongatd,  cylindraced, 
pellucidd,  dilute  corned;  anfractibus  decennis,  convexis,  suturd 
lineari,  impressd ;  apiceobtuso;  aperturd  obliqti^  obovatd;  coin- 
melld  dente  lamelliformi  int usque  decurrente  instructd;  labro  tenui, 
acuto.     Long.  6  mill. ;  larg.  2  mill. 
Hab.  Island  of  Opara,  Society  Islands. 
Found  by  Mr.  Cuming  in  decayed  grass. 

*  From  th»9fAUt  lamella. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


440  Zoological  Sodefy. 

Elabmjltiha  Cttmikoiaha.  Elasm.  te$td  ovatO'Comcd,pyrmimidatd, 
peUucidd,  dUutk  corneo-fiucesceiUe ;  amfractibms  10-11,  mbplamm- 
latis,  ultimo  subangulato;  apertwrd  semUmmtri,  anpuUUdf  eoim* 
melld  biplicaid;  plied  superiori  oh$oletl  lamMformi;  imferiori 
arcuatd,  lameUosd;  labro  team,  acuio.    Long.  6  milL;  lai^.  34 

mm. 

Hob.  I8land  of  Juan  Fernandez. 

Foond  by  Mr.  Coming  on  dried  herbage. 

Elasmatina  Reclusiaka.  Elasm.  testd  oblongo-comcd,  peUmddd, 
comeo-fiucescente  ;  anfractihus  9^10,  plammsetUis  ;  igfertmrdwemu- 
lunari;  cohtmelld  basi  coniorto-plicatd,  plied  lameOosd;  iabro 
tenui,  acuto.     LoDg.  5  mill. ;  larg.  2  mill. 

H<ib.  Island  of  Mas  afuera,  coast  of  Chili. 

Found  by  Mr.  Cimiing  under  moes  in  damp  situations. 

Elasmatina  globosa.  Elasm,  testd  ventricoso-amicd,  peUmcidd, 
luteO'Virescente ;  anfractibus  6-7,  planiuscuUs,  ultimo  maximuf, 
ventricoso,  pallidiore ;  spird  conieo^acutd ;  ti^periurd  semHumari, 
ringente;  columelld  suprd  medium  dente  lamelliformi  insiructd, 
dente  subttLs  marginato,  interdum  duplicato,  ad  basim  plieato,  pUcd 
antiel  emarginatd  robust^  bilobato,  lobo  superiori  ascendente,  imfc" 
riori  subhorizontali ;  hibro  aeuto.     Long.  4  mill. ;  larg.  3  milL 

Hab,  Island  of  Opara. 

Found  by  Mr.  Cuming  under  stones. 

M.  Petit  also  describes  a  new  shell  belonging  to  the  genus  &«- 
rabus : — 

ScABABUS  CuMiNGiANus.  ScoT,  tsstd  ovoto-oeutd,  utToquo  latere 
compressiusculd,  sordid^  fuscescente,  longitudinaUter  rugoso- 
striatd,  umbilicatd}  anfractibus  novenis,planis;  spird  cofdcd,  kUe^ 
raUter  interdum  castaneo^maculatd ;  aperturd  longiiudinali,  mar^ 
garitaced,  tdtente;  columelld  tridetUatd,  dente  superiori  longitudi- 
nali,  antic^  truncato,  dente  mediano  crasso,  basi  obsolete  trtlobato, 
inferiori  transverse,  lamelliformi;  labro  crasso,  supemit  intOs  vald^ 
sinuate,  quints  dentibus  instructo  ;  umhilico  intHs  clauso.  Long. 
29  mill. ;  larg.  20  mill. 

Found  by  Mr.  Cuming  at  Boljoon  (island  of  Zebu),  and  at  Tanhay, 
island  of  Negros. 

Mr.  Fraser  laid  before  the  Meeting  some  new  species  of  Birds 
from  Fernando  Po,  which  he  characterized  as  follows : — 

Stlvicola  supebciliabis.  Sylv,  $  corpore  superiore,  et  laterihus 
nitidk  olivaceis  ;  mentp,  guld,  et  abdomine  medio  sordid^  albis  ;  lined 
a  naribus  super  oculos,  lined  suboculari,  phanis  'auriculmibus, 
humerorum  margine,  femoribus,  crissoque  splendOk  fiams  ;  spatio 
inter  oculos  rictumque  fusco  ;  rostro  nigro,  ped^ms  eameis. 
Long.  tot.  4  poll. ;  rostri,  4 ;  alse,  2 ;  caudie,  1| ;  tarsi,  f. 
Hab,  Clarence,  Fernando  Po. 

The  whole  of  the  upper  surfisu^  and  sides  of  the  body,  in  tiiis  bird, 
are  of  a  bright  olive  colour ;  the  chin,  throat  and  centre  of  abdomen 
are  dirty  white ;  a  yellow  line  runs  inm  the  nostril  oyer  the  eye,  and 
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there  is  a  mark  under  the  eye  of  the  same  colour ;  the  ears,  edge  of 
shoulders*  thighs  and  under  tail-coverts  are  also  bright  yellow;  the 
space  between  the  eye  and  the  gape  is  brown ;  tlie  bill  is  black  and 
the  legs  are  flesh-colour. 

Bucco  SUBSULPHUREUS.  Buc,  (J  corpore  superiore  nigro,  strigd 
superciliari,  necnon  lined frontaU  sub  oculos,  et  per  genas  tendente, 
sulphureis ;  spatio  strigis  incluso  nigro ;  corpore  inferiore,  alarum 
cauddque  tectricibus,  secundariis,  sic  et  caudd  flavo-marginatis ; 
alarum  tectricibus  inferioribus  flavido-albis ;  iridibus  corylaceis; 
rostro  nigro,  pedibus  saturate  plumbeis. 

Long.  tot.  3f  poll. ;  rostri,  f ;  alae,  2 ;  caudse,  1^ ;  tarsi,  \. 

Hab.  Clarence,  Fernando  Po. 

The  upper  surface  of  the  head  and  body  is  black ;  superciliary 
stripe  and  one  across  the  forehead,  which  passes  under  the  eye  and 
along  the  cheek,  and  the  whole  of  the  under  surfiEu:e,  sulphureous ; 
space  between  the  superciliary  and  cheek  stripes  black ;  upper  wing 
and  tail-coverts,  secondaries  and  tail,  margined  with  yellow ;  under 
wing-coverts  yellowish  white;  irides  hazel;  bill  black;  legs  deep 
lead- colour. 

This  bird  is  like  a  Nuthatch  in  its  habits,  being  capable  of  not 
only  running  up  the  trunk  of  a  tree  with  great  agility,  but  of  de- 
scending also,  head  downwards,  with  equal  or  even  more  facility,  an 
wst  which  the  Woodpecker  is,  I  believe,  xmable  to  perform.  The  tail 
is  short  and  very  soft,  and  is  not  used  in  cUmbing.  Like  our  Eu- 
ropean Sitta,  the  downward  position  seems  the  most  easy  and  natural. 
Of  the  difference  of  sexes,  if  any,  I  am  unable  to  speak,  but  I  have 
reason  to  believe  the  young  of  this  genus  differ  considerably  from 
the  adult'*'.  The  Buccos  are  stupid  and  inactive;  I  have  shot  three 
or  four  from  the  same  tree,  one  after  the  other,  without  disturbing 
the  rest. 

MusciPETA  (TcHiTREA,  Lcss.)  TRICOLOR.  Musc.  ?  cHstd,  ct  mcnto 
nitid^  nigris;  corpore  sifperiore  cinereo ;  inferiore  rufo,  rostro 
pedibusque  pallid^  cteruleis  ;  caudd ? 

Long.  tot.  —  ?  poll. ;  rostri,  If  ;  alse,  3^  ;  caud»,  —  ?  ;  tarsi,  ^. 

Hab.  Clarence,  Fernando  Po  (June)  ;  in  deep  moult. 

Halcyon  lbucogastbe.  Hale.  3  fcrtice  nigro,  et  caruleo  alter' 
nai^/asciato,  notd  grandi  rufo  ab  utrdgue  nari  oriente  et  mandi' 

*  I  have  in  my  collection  young  specimens  of  a  species  of  Bueco,  nearly 
allied  to  the  above,  and  in  which  the  body  is  much  spotted  and  burred,  as 
we  so  frequently  find  it  in  young  birds,  and  wants  the  decided  colouring 
characteristic  of  the  adults  of  the  present  genus.  These  young  birds  I  feel 
no  doubt  constitute  a  new  species,  but  with  such  imperfect  materials  I  do 
not  think  it  desirable  to  impose  a  name.  The  plumage  is  very  soft  and 
loose ;  the  upper  parts  of  the  body  are  of  a  blacKish  colour ;  the  crown  of 
the  head  is  adorned  with  numerous  small  yellow  spots,  and  the  feathers  of 
the  back  and  rump  are  margined  with  yellow,  giving  a  barred  appearance 
to  these  parts ;  the  win^-coverts  are  narrowly  edged  with  dirty  yellow ;  the 
under  parts  of  the  body  are  pale  inclining  to  white,  but  as  it  were  irregu- 
larly washed  with  yellow ;  the  beak  is  horn-coloured,  and  the  feet  are  black. 
These  young  birds  were  shot  on  naked  isolated  trees. 

Ann.  ^  Mag.  N.  Hist.  Vol.jii.  2H 
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bul^  inferioris  basim  circumdante,  necnon  aures,  et  et^pitis  iaUrm, 
exindk  super  octdos  tendente,  et  per  latera  colli  corporisgne  sic  et 
alamm  tectrices  ductd ;  dorso  splendid^  cteruleo,  quo  colore  tec- 
trices  alarum  marginata,  ala,  caudaque  lavata  sunt,  ffuld,  peetore 
et  abdomine  in  medio  albis  ;  rostro  pedibusque  rubris. 
Long.  tot.  5|  poll. ;  rostri,  1| ;  alse,  2^  ;  caudse,  1^ ;  tarsi,  -i^. 
Hab.  Clarence,  Fernando  Po. 

Crown  of  the  head  alternately  banded  with  blue  and  black ;  from 
each  nostril  commences  a  large  patch  of  rufous,  which  envelopes  the 
base  of  the  lower  mandible,  ears,  and  sides  of  the  head,  forms  a  broad 
stripe  over  the  eye,  and  extends  along  the  sides  of  the  neck  and  body, 
and  also  over  the  under  wing-coverts ;  the  back  is  ultramarine  bhte ; 
the  upper  wing-coverts  are  tipped,  and  the  wings  and  tail  glossed 
with  the  same  hue ;  the  throat  and  the  centre  of  the  chest  and  abdo- 
men are  white  ;  bill  and  feet  red. 

This  beautifiil  species  is  very  closely  allied  to  the  Halcyon  cyamotis, 
Sw.,  but  may  at  once  be  distinguished  by  the  centre  of  the  abdomen 
being  white,  which  circumstance  suggested  the  name.  It  is  a  shy 
bird. 

Mr.  Lovell  Reeve  then  communicated  a  paper  by  Sylvanus  Han- 
ley,  Esq.,  in  which  the  author  describes,  subjoined,  five  new  species 
of  shells  belonging  to  the  genus  Donax,  a  group  of  Acephalous  Mol- 
lusks. 

DoNAX  SBM isuLCATA.  Doh.  tcstd  obbreviato-cunetformi,  totd  albido- 
lutescente,  nitidd,  postic^  attenuatd,  kevigatd,  margine  dorsaUvald^ 
decUvi;  antick  brevissimd,  truncaid,  transversim  sulcaid  et  longi- 
tudinaliter  striatd ;  margins  anteriore  subrecto ;  vulvd  decussatd, 
lateribus  subangulatd;  inttis  margins  crenulato. 
Long,  f  poll. ;  lat.  ^  poll. 

Hab. ?     Mus.  Stainforth,  Metcalfe,  Hanley,  &c. 

A  very  distinctly  characterized  shell,  which  bears  little  resemblance 
to  any  other  species  of  this  genus,  with  the  exception  of  the  strami" 
nea  of  Schroetter.  That  rare  and  almost  forgotten  shell  differs  from 
ours  in  the  following  particulars.  The  shape  is  altogether  more 
rounded,  the  ventral  edge  less  arcuated,  the  edges  of  the  anterior 
slope  rounded,  and  its  transverse  striae  obsolete.  Moreover  the 
posterior  margin  is  entire. 

DoNAX  piTNCTATo-STRiATA.  Dofi.  tcstd  subtrianguloH,  vttld^  con- 
vesd,  pallida  livido-Juscd,  radiatim  punctato-striatd,  margins  dor- 
soli  utrinqus  valdk  declivi,  ventrali  medio  arcuato  ;  vulvd  longitu- 
dinaliter  argute  striatd,  lateribus  obtusis ;  intiks  purpured,  marginu 
bus  dentaiis  ;  dentibus  lateralibus  in  utrdque  valvuld  duabus. 
Long,  f  poll. ;  lat.  14-  poll. 

Hab. ?     Mus.  Stainforth,  Metcalfe,  Hanley,  &c. 

Combining  the  outline  of  the  striata  of  Linnaeus  (not  Chemnitz) 
with  the  dotted  striae  of  denticulata,  this  shell  may  nevertheless  be 
easily  distinguished  from  either  by  the  obtuse  edge  of  its  anterior 
slope.  The  inner  margin  is  strongly  dentated,  excepting  at  the  an- 
terior slope,  where  it  is  finely  crenulated.     I  believe  that  it  is  found 
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on  the  shores  of  China,  but  will  not  venture  to  assign  it  that  or  any 
other  locality. 

DoNAx  CARiNATA.  Dofi.  te$td  elongato-cwmfomU,  antu^  ocumt- 
natd,  convexd,  purpureo-fuscd,  striis  longitudinalibus  magU  mt* 
ttusve  dUtinetU  omatd  (sap^  palitd,  radiUque  saturaiioribus 
obsolete  depietd)  ;  vulvd  obligu^  truncatd,  lateribus  carinatd,  fer^ 
pUmulatd,  striisque  subgranuiatU  radiatd ;  intiis  purpured,  dentin 
bus  iateraiibu9  in  utrdque  valvuld  duobus,  margimbtis  cremUis, 
Long.  I  poll. ;  lat.  1%  poll. 
Hab.  —  ?     Mus.  Stainforth,  Metcalfe. 

A  species  peculiarly  characterized  by  the  very  sharp  and  subros- 
trated  angle  formed  by  the  ventral  edge  with  the  nearly  straight 
edge  of  the  depressed  and  sharply  carinated  anterior  slope.  In  the 
majority  of  specimens  the  strie  have  become  obsolete  and  the  shell 
brilliantly  polished.  The  general  outline  bears  some  little  resem- 
blance to  that  of  the  true  trunculus  of  Linneus,  a  very  different  shell 
from  that  erroneously  but  universally  so  designated  by  those  who 
have  written  on  British  conchology. 

DoNAX  nBNTiFBRA.  Dou,  tcstd  abbreviotO'Subtriangulttri,  postic^ 
rotundatd,  antic^  obtusd  et  tumidd,  rugis  temnssimis  strias  longi' 
tudinaJes  atUic^  decussantibus ;  vulvd  snbbiangulatd,  striis  tenuiJbMS 
subgranulatis  radiatd,  sulcoque  dentifero  notatd ;  margine  ventraU 
vix  arcuato ;  dentibus  cardinalibus  et  lateralibus  in  utrdque  valvuld 
duobus ;  intHs  marginibus  crenatis. 
Long,  li  poll. ;  lat.  1|  poll. 

Hab ? 

Hie  abbreviated  sh]4>e  of  this  remarkable  shell  would  alone  sepa- 
rate it  from  most  of  the  Donaces  possessing  a  crenulated  margin. 
The  extraordinary  tooth  at  the  extremity  of  the  radiating  groove  in 
one  valve,  which  fits  into  a  corresponding  notch  at  the  extremity  of 
that  of  the  other,  is  however  its  more  prominent  characteristic.  A 
few  teeth  show  themselves  likewise  at  the  extremity  of  the  longitu- 
dinal elevated  striae  which  margin  the  anterior  slope. 

The  colouring  is  extremely  variable,  being  uniform  flesh-colour, 
olive-yellow,  with  the  umbones  violet,  or  even  white.  The  interior 
rivals  the  exterior  in  the  diversity  of  its  tints. 

DoKAx  MTLCHBLLA.  Dou,  testd  tronsversim  elongatd,  convexd,  pel- 
lucidd,  politd,  postick  attenuatd,  productd,  antic^  brevi;  obtusd^ 
margine  ligamentali  valdh  convexd;  albidd,  striis  longitudinalibus 
obsoletis  antic^que  radOs purpureis  angustis  tribus  omatd;  vulvd 
lateribus  rotwulatd,  striisque  tenuibus  radiatd;  margine  ventrali 
subrectd,  intHs  crenulatd;  dentibus  lateralibus  valdb  approximatis. 
Long.  4-  poll. ;  lat.  •}  poll. 
Hab.  West  Indies. 

An  exceedingly  common  species  from  the  West  Indies,  which, 
from  its  apparent  similarity  with  the  scalpellum  of  Gray,  has  hitherto 
remained  uncharacterized.  Its  peculiarly  transverse  shape,  its 
breadth  being  considerably  more  than  twice  its  length,  sufficiently 
distinguishes  it  from  any  of  the  named  species  of  this  genus,  with  the 
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exception  of  the  Owenu  and  scalpeUum,  from  which  it  is  separated 
by  its  greater  convexity  and  its  distinctive  colouring. 

Mr.  Hanley  also  describes  a  new  species  of  Mta  of  Linnaeos  and 
Lamarck: — 

Mta  8EMI8TBIATA.  Myo  testd  ovato-ohlongd,  subttqtdlaieraU,  ventri" 
cosd,  postick  rotundatd,  antic^  subtruncatd  et  atienuatd,  candidd, 
tenui,  pellucidd,  longitudinaliter  striatd  ;  striis  tenuibus,  confertis, 
antic^  elevatis ;  ared  po$t%cd  striarum  experte,  tranavernm  rugosd  ; 
dente  cardinali  obiiquo. 

Long,  f  poll. ;  lat.  1  poll. 

Hab, ?     Mas.  Metcalfe. 

A  single  valve,  in  the  cabinet  of  W.  Metcalfe,  Esq.,  is  the  sole 
specimen  of  this  elegant  and  distinct  shell  I  have  ever  beheld,  and 
forms  a  welcome  addition  to  a  genns  possessing  so  few  species  as 
that  of  Mya,  Its  distinct  radiating  striae  occupying  aU  but  the  pos- 
terior surfece  (which  is  roughened  by  concentric  sublamellar  wrin- 
kles), prevent  tiie  possibility  of  its  being  confounded  with  any  other 
species,  except  the  cancellata  of  Conrad.  But  the  coarse  transverse 
wrinkles  which  cover  the  entire  surface  of  that  shell  are  totally 
wanting  in  ours,  whilst  its  radiating  striae  are  few,  indistinct,  and  by 
no  means  its  prominent  characteristic. 

The  anterior  attenuation  is  caused  by  the  sloping  upwards  of  the 
ventral  edge.  The  tooth  closely  resembles  that  of  arenaria,  but  is 
more  oblique. 

January  24. — ^William  Yarrell,  Esq.,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

Professor  Owen  exhibited  various  bones,  being  the  remains  of  a 
gigantic  Struthious  Bird  (Dinomis  Nova-ZealandUc,  Owen)  which 
has  become  extinct  in  the  North  Island  of  New  Zealand,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  read  his  notes  relating  to  them. 

"  Since  the  communication  to  the  Zoological  Society,  Jan.  10th, 
1843,  of  the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  relative  to  the  remains 
of  the  gigantic  bird  of  New  Zealand  which  had  been  collected  in 
the  North  Island  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  WiUiams,  one  of  the  boxes  of 
these  remains,  transmitted  by  that  gentleman  to  Prof.  Buckland,  has 
been  received,  and  the  specimens  have  been  kindly  placed  in  my 
hands  for  description. 

"  An  entire  femur,  somewhat  larger  than  that  of  which  the  shaft 
is  described  and  figured  in  the  Society's  Transactions,  proves  the 
specific  identity  of  the  present  remains  with  the  fragment,  upon  which 
I  ventured  to  affirm,  three  years  ago*,  that  a  large  Struthious  Bird 
'of  a  heavier  and  more  sluggish  species  than  the  Ostrich'  had  re- 
cently become  extinct,  if  it  were  not  still  living,  in  New  Zealand. 

"  The  femur  has  very  nearly  the  same  proportions  of  thickness  to 
length  as  in  the  Ostrich,  but  the  shaft  is  less  compressed ;  it  conse- 
quently differs  from  that  of  the  Apteryx  in  being  shorter  in  propor- 
tion to  its  thickness ;  but  it  resembles  the  femur  of  the  Apteryx,  and 

•  The  memoir  was  communicated  to  the  Zoological  Society  November 
12tb,  1839,  vol.  liL  p.  32.  pi.  3. 
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differs  from  that  of  the  Ostrich  and  Emeu  in  the  important  character 
of  the  absence  of  the  air-hole  at  the  back  part  of  the  neck,  and  the 
consequent  substitution  of  marrow  for  air  in  the  interior  of  the  bone. 
It  differs  from  the  femur  of  the  Ostrich,  and  agrees  with  that  of  the 
Apteryx,  in  the  greater  width  of  the  anterior  interspace  of  the  con- 
dyles ;  but  it  differs  from  that  of  the  Apteryx,  not  only  in  size  and 
general  proportions,  but  also  in  the  form  of  the  distal  extremity, 
which  hfi^  a  deeper  posterior  intercondyloid  depression,  and  a  sharper 
and  more  produced  posterior  part  of  the  outer  condyle. 

"  The  length  of  the  above  femur  of  the  great  bird  of  New  Zealand 
IS  eleven  inches ;  the  circumference  of  the  middle  of  the  shaft  five 
and  a  half  inches :  but  the  present  collection  includes  the  shaft  of  a 
femur  of  another  individual,  with  a  circumference  of  seven  and  a 
half  inches. 

"  The  most  perfect  tibia  in  the  present  collection  measures  two  feet 
four  and  a  half  inches  in  length,  and  apparently  corresponds  in  pro- 
portion with  the  fragment  of  the  larger  femur.  Now  allowing  that 
femur  fourteen  inches  of  entire  length,  the  tibia  is  then  twice  the 
length  of  the  femur,  while  in  the  Apteryx  the  tibia  is  only  one- 
third  longer  than  the  femur.  The  larger  Struthionida,  as  the  Os- 
trich and  Emeu,  more  nearly  resemble  the  great  New  Zealand  Bird 
in  the  proportion  of  their  tibia,  but  it  is  not  quite  twice  the  length 
of  the  femur  in  those  species.  The  tibia  of  the  great  New  2^aland 
Bird  differs  from  that  of  the  Apteryx  and  all  the  large  Struthiomdm 
in  the  complete  osseous  canal  for  the  passage  of  an  extensor  tendon 
in  the  anterior  concavity  above  the  distal  condyles.  This  osseous 
canal  is  commonly  found  in  the  tibia  of  the  Gralhe,  GalUiue,  Anseres, 
and  many  smaller  birds.  The  proportion  of  length  to  thickness  of 
the  tibia  is  nearly  the  same  in  the  Ostrich  and  the  ffreat  New  Zea- 
land Bird ;  the  circumference  of  the  tibia  at  its  proxunal  end,  in  the 
latter,  is  fifteen  inches ;  at  its  middle,  five  inches. 

"  The  most  instructive  bone  in  the  present  collection  is  a  tarso- 
metatarsal bone,  with  the  distal  extremity  entire,  showing  that  the 
gigantic  bird  was  tridactyle,  like  the  Emeu,  Rhea,  and  Cassowary. 
The  remains  of  the  proximal  end  of  the  bone  prove  it  to  have  been 
articulated  with  a  tibia  about  an  ei^th  part  shorter  than  the  one 
above  described,  or  to  a  tibia  about  two  feet  in  length ;  the  length  of 
the  tarso-metatarsal  bone  is  one  foot,  or  half  the  length  of  the  tibia, 
which  is  exactiy  the  proportion  which  the  tarso-metatarsal  bone  of 
the  Apter]^  bears  to  the  tibia.  In  the  Emeu  the  tarso-metatarsal 
bone  is  as  large  as  the  tibia ;  in  the  Ostrich  it  is  a  little  shorter  than 
the  tibia.  The  difference  in  the  proportions  of  the  tarso-metatarsal 
bone  of  the  gigantic  bird  of  New  Zealand  and  of  the  Emeu  will  be 
obvious  from  the  following  dimensions : — 

Dinomis,  Dromaius. 

Tarso-metatarsal  bone.                                   in.       lin.  in.       lin. 

Length    12         0  14         6 

Circumference  of  middle    4        5  2         8 

Breadth  of  distal  end 3       10  2       10 

"  The  comparative  shortness  and  strength  of  the  trifid  metatarsal 
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of  tJie  gigantic  New  Zealand  Bird  form  its  most  striking  resemblance 
to  the  Apteryx,  to  which  it  thus  approximates  more  dosely  than  to 
any  of  the  large  existing  Strutkionulte. 

**  The  proportions  of  the  leg-bones,  their  denser  texture,  eapedally 
that  of  the  femur,  which,  as  in  the  Apteryx,  contains  no  air,  soffi* 
ciently  indicate  the  generic  distinction  of  the  great  New  Zealand 
Bird  from  the  tridactyle  Emeu,  Rhea,  or  Cassowary.  The  questions 
then  arise, — ^is  it  likewise  generically  distinct  firom  the  Apteryx  ?  or  is 
it  a  gigantic  species  of  that  genus  ?  These  questions  are  determined 
by  the  tarso-metatarsal  bone.  The  Apteryx  is  distinguished  from 
the  other  Struthionida  not  more  by  its  elongated  bill  than  by  the 
presence  of  a  fourth  small  toe  on  the  inner  and  back  part  of  the  foot, 
articulated  to  a  slightly  elevated  rough  surface  of  the  tarso>-metat3arBal 
about  a  fourth  of  the  length  of  that  bone  from  its  trifid  distal  end. 
There  is  no  trace  of  this  articular  surface  on  the  tarso^metatarsal  of 
the  GKgantic  Bird,  which  was  consequently  tridactyle,  as  in  the  Emeu. 
Rhea,  and  Cassowary.  The  Dodo  was  tetradactyle,  like  the  Apteryx : 
the  shorter  proportions  of  the  legs  of  the  Dodo  also  distinguish  it 
from  the  Gigantic  Bird,  whose  career  in  the  North  Island  of  New  Zea- 
land was  probably  closed  about  the  same  period  as  that  of  the  Dodo's 
existence  in  the  Isle  of  Rodriguez. 

"  The  fragments  of  the  pelvis  prove  this  to  have  been  relatively 
breeder,  behind  the  acetabula,  than  in  the  Ostrich,  Emeu,  or  Apte- 
ryx, its  proportions  being  more  like  those  of  the  Bustard. 

'*  The  results  of  the  foregoing  comparisons  justify  the  reference  oi 
the  Great  Bird  of  New  Zealand  to  a  distinct  genus  in  the  Struthious 
order,  for  which  I  propose  the  name  Dinomie,  with  the  specific  ap- 
pellation Nova  Zealandite, 

"  The  extraordinary  sute  of  the  tibia  above  described — still  more 
that  of  the  tibia  said  to  measure  two  feet  ten  inches  in  length,  ob- 
tained by  Mr.  W.  WiUiams,  and  mentioned  in  his  letter  to  Dr.  Back- 
land-^-prove  the  Dinomis  of  New  Zealand  to  be  the  most  gigantic 
of  known  birds.  There  is  little  probability  that  it  will  ever  be  found, 
whether  living  or  extinct,  in  any  other  part  of  the  world  than  the 
islands  oi  New  Zealand,  or  parts  adjacent.  At  all  events,  the  Diaor- 
nis  Nova  Zealandia  will  always  remain  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
of  the  zoological  facts  in  the  history  of  those  islands ;  and  it  may  not 
be  saying  too  much  to  characterize  it  as  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
acquisitions  to  Zoology  in  general  which  the  present  century  has  pro- 
duced." 

Mr.  Ogilby  then  communicated  his  descriptions  of  two  new  sj^ 
cies  of  Baboon : — 

'*  When  at  Frankfort  in  the  year  1837  I  saw  in  the  museom  of 
that  city  two  Baboons  of  the  genus  Cynocephalus,  which  my  friend 
Dr.  Riippell  had  brought  from  Abyssinia.  They  were  however  con- 
founded with  the '  BalK3uin '  of  the  French  authors  (C.  ^pkins),  under 
which  name  they  are  noticed  in  the  *  Neue  Wirbelthiere' ;  and  though 
1  i^nas  too  well  acquainted  with  that  species,  from  having  frequently 
seen  an  individual  then  living  in  the  Surrey  2^ological  Gardens,  to 
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fail  into  the  same  error,  I  yet  committed  the  similar  mistake  of  con- 
IbimdiDg  the  Frankfort  animals  with  C  fmuhia,  of  which  there  was 
no  specimen  at  hand  to  compare  them  with.  Since  that  time  I  have 
had  frequent  opportunitieB  of  observing  the  latter  species,  which  is 
an  inhabitant  of  the  coast  of  Guinea,  and  not  uncommon  in  our  mu- 
seums and  menageries ;  but  it  is  only  within  the  last  few  days  that 
the  acquisition  of  a  fine  adult  male  specimen  of  Dr.  Riippell's  animal 
by  the  Zoological  Society  has  enabled  me  to  compare  them  together, 
and  to  ascertain  their  specific  distinction.  Both  species  are  now 
living  in  the  Society's  Qairdens,  and  offer  a  rare  and  valuable  oppor- 
tunity for  studying  their  characters. 

"The  Abyssinian  species,  which  was  reported  to  have  been 
brought  from  Bombay,  but  which  had  no  doubt  been  carried  thither 
on  board  some  vessel  trading  to  the  Red  Sea,  possesses  a  higher  de- 
gree of  interest  than  attaches  to  any  other  Cynocephal.  With  the 
exception  of  C.  hamadTyas,  it  is  the  only  known  species  in  that  part 
of  Africa,  and  must  consequently  have  been  the  animal  which  we  find 
so  frequently  figured  among  the  hieroglyphics,  and  which  was  wor- 
shiped by  the  Egyptians  under  the  name  of  Thoth,  I  have  shown 
elsewhere  (Nat.  Hist,  of  Monkeys,  &c.,  i.  431)  that  the  Sacred 
Baboon  of  the  Egyptians  was  not  the  C.  hamadryas,  as  supposed  by 
Ehrenberg ;  and  ^ough,  from  the  mistake  above  alluded  to,  I  was 
at  that  time  inclined  to  identify  it  with  C.  anubis,  there  can  now  be 
no  reasonable  doubt  that  the  animal  which  played  so  important  a 
part  in  the  mythology  of  that  remarkable  people,  and  of  whose  wor- 
ship the  city  of  Hermopolis  was  the  principal  seat,  must  have  been 
the  species  at  present  under  consideration.  If  this  conjecture  be 
well-founded,  it  follows  also  that  the  names  cynocephalus,  sphinx,  &c., 
so  often  employed  by  Chreek  and  Roman  writers,  must  have  referred 
to  the  same  animal,  at  least  originally ;  but  as  modem  zoolog^ts  have 
applied  all  these  names  in  a  definite  sense,  I  propose  to  distinguish 
the  new  species  by  the  equally  appropriate  designation  which  it  bore 
among  the  ancient  Egyptians. 

*'  Cynocephalus  Thoth, — ^The  individual  from  which  this  description 
was  taken  is  an. old  male  of  large  size,  and,  like  the  rest  of  his  con- 
geners, of  a  morose  intractable  disposition.  The  face  is  broad  and 
of  a  dirty  livid  flesh-colour,  lighter  along  the  centre  and  ridge  of  the 
nose,  and  somewhat  browner  on  the  cheeks  and  muzzle  ;  the  cheek- 
bones are  protuberant,  the  rostrum  truncated,  and  the  extremity  of 
the  nose  reaching,  but  not  surpassing,  the  plane  of  the  upper  lip  and 
teeth.  The  hair  of  the  fore- quarters  is  longer  and  thicker  than  on 
the  rest  of  the  body,  though  it  does  not  form  so  dense  or  copious  a 
mane  as  in  C.  hamadryas.  The  colour  of  the  upper  and  outer  parts 
of  the  body  may  be  described  as  dark  olive-green,  and  that  of  the 
lower  and  interior  as  light  yellowish  green ;  the  breast,  throat  and 
under  part  of  the  chin  are  silvery  grey ;  the  lower  parts  of  the  whis- 
kers are  of  the  same  colour,  but  they  acquire  a  yellowish  green  shade 
as  they  approach  and  become  intermixed  with  the  hair  of  the  head ; 
^  ears  and  palms  of  the  hands  are  naked,  and  of  a  dark  brown 
colour ;  the  ccdlosities  very  large  and  flesh-coloured,  and  the  naked 
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parU  of  the  hips  on  each  side  of  the  callosides  of  a  deep  pmple  or 
violet-brown ;  the  scrotum  is  brown,  and  the  sheath  of  the  penis 
flesh-coloured.  The  tail  is  of  medium  length,  without  a  terminal 
tuft,  and  carried  in  the  arched  manner  common  to  the  rest  of  the 
genus.  The  hind  surfaces  of  the  legs  and  thighs  are  famished  with 
long  hair  of  a  yellowish  brown  shade ;  the  hands  are  of  the  same 
colour  as  the  body,  but  the  hind  fingers  are  covered  with  longish 
grey  hairs,  and  this  character,  together  with  the  dark  purple  colour 
of  the  naked  hips  and  brown  scrotum,  will  always  be  sufficient  to 
distingubh  the  present  species  from  C.  anubis  and  C  sphinx,  in  both 
of  which  the  naked  parts  of  the  buttocks  are  of  a  brilliant^blood-red, 
and  the  scrotum  pale  flesh-colour.  In  colour  indeed  C.  Thoth  ap- 
proaches more  nearly  to  C.  sphinx  than  to  C.  anubit ;  it  has  the  same 
light  silvery  grey  colour  on  the  whiskers  and  under  part  of  the  body, 
but  the  upper  colours  are  more  obscure ;  the  bright  yellowish  green 
is  replaced  by  sordid  dunnish  brown,  and  the  proportions  of  the  two 
animals  are  entirely  different,  the  long  slender  limbs  and  body  c^  the 
sphinx  contrasting  strongly  with  the  massive  thick-set  form  of  the 
present  species. 

"  There  is  likewise  in  the  Society's  Gkurdens  a  second  undescribed 
species  of  Cynocephal,  of  which  I  remember  to  have  formerly  seen  a 
specimen  in  Womb  well's  collection,  but  unfortunately  neglected  to 
take  a  note  of  it  at  the  time.  The  individual  which  I  am  now  about 
to  describe  was  brought  from  the  Niger  Expedition,  and  presented 
to  the  Society  by  Lieutenant  Webb,  R.N.  It  is  a  semiadult  male, 
of  medium  size,  covered  on  every  part  of  the  body,  both  above  and 
below,  with  long  shaggy  hair  of  a  deep  russet-brown  colour,  each 
hair  being  annulated  with  rusty- brown  and  black  rings ;  and  I  may 
remark,  that  this  and  C.  anubis  are  the  only  species  in  which  I  have 
observed  that  the  hair  of  the  breast  and  belly  are  similarly  annulated, 
and  almost  as  thickly  furnished  as  that  on  the  back  and  sides ;  the 
whiskers  are  likewise  bushy,  of  the  same  colour  as  the  hair  of  the 
back,  and  similarly  annulated ;  but  it  should  be  observed,  that  hoxa 
the  very  dark  shade  of  the  colours  the  annuli  are  but  little  conspicu- 
ous anywhere.  The  face  is  more  slender  and  tapering  than  in  any 
other  male  Cynoeephal  that  I  have  ever  seen ;  the  ch^k-bones  are 
but  little  prominent,  but  the  nose  sensibly  surpasses  the  extremity 
of  the  muzzle.  The  face  and  space  surrounding  the  eyes  are  black 
or  dark  brown,  the  upper  eyelids  alone  flesh-coloured ;  the  ears  and 
palms  of  the  hands,  as  are  likewise  the  upper  sides  of  the  fingers,  the 
scrotum,  callosities,  and  naked  parts  of  the  buttodcs,  are  of  the  same 
colour.  The  hair  of  the  head,  whiskers  and  fore-parts  generally  is 
erect  and  bushy,  and  completely  conceals  the  ears.  This  species  is 
allied  to  C.  anubis,  but  differs  from  it  in  the  colour  of  the  hair,  in  the 
absence  of  the  light  flesh-coloured  circle  about  the  eyes,  and  in  the 
dark  brown  instead  of  blood-red  colour  of  the  callosities  and  naked 
parts  of  the  buttocks.  I  propose  to  distinguish  it  by  the  name  of  C 
choras,  a  name  which  is  applied  to  this  or  some  other  species  of  Ba- 
boon on  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  and  which  has  a  sufficiently  classical 
form  to  escape  the  censure  of  barbarism,  notwithstanding  its  origin.'* 
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Descriptions  of  four  new  species  of  Conus,  a  genus  of  Pectinibran- 
chiate  Mollusks,  by  Mr.  Lovell  Reeve,  were  then  read. 

1.  CoNus  Stainfobthii.  Con,  testd  comco'turbinatd,  Uviter  flexu' 
osd,  alhidd,  rubra  jmrpureoque  tinctd,  ad  basin  rosaced ;  granosd, 
granit  mimUi»,  rubido  cameove'albis,  in  seriebus  equidistantibus 
parallelis  transversaliter  dispositis  ;  spird  mediocriter  convexd,  tU' 
berculis  aspersis  regulariter  coronatd ;  apice  mucronato,  symmetric^ 
acuta ;  aperturd  sMnflaid,  labra  salidiMSCulo,  intHs  estiaque  alba. 

Conch.  Icon.  pi.  1.  f.  1. 

The  richly  variegated  purple  painting  of  this  new  and  very  beau- 
tiful shell  (which  I  dedicate  to  its  fortunate  possessor),  and  the 
rows  of  light  small  granular  pimples  standing  out  in  relief,  render 
it  eminently  characteristic.  There  is  another  specimen  in  Mr.  Cu- 
ming's collection. 

Hab.  Unknown. 

2.  CoNus  LiONARius.  Con,  testd  oblanga-turbinatd,  lutea-Juscd, 
fuBca  indistinct^  bifasciatd,  iangitudinaliter  subtilissimk  striatd, 
filis  tenuissimis  rubellis  densissimk  cingulatd;  basi  striatd;  spird 
planhtsculd,  apice  elata,  acuta. 

Conch.  Icon.  pi.  15. 

This  shell,  which  is  of  an  uniform  brown  colour,  profusely  corded 
and  lined,  both  transversely  and  longitudinally,  was  found  by  Mr. 
Cuming  on  mud-banks  just  below  low- water  mark  at  Port  Sadoban, 
Island  of  Leyte,  Philippines. 

3.  CoNus  MAONiPicus.  Can,  testd  cylindraceo'turbinatd,  abesd, 
anfractibus  supernk  rotundatis,  spird  lavi,  subacuminatd,  apice 
valdk  obtusa ;  rosaced,  lineis  avaia-triganis,  lacca  out  purpurea- 
rubris,  usquequaque  reiiculatd,  maculis  perpaucis  grandissimis  bi- 
fasciatim  cinctd. 

Conch.  Icon.  pi.  6.  f.  32. 

This  beautiful  shell,  which  always  exhibits  a  warm  rosaceous  tint, 
was  collected  by  Mr.  Cuming  at  Matnog,  Island  of  Lu9on,  Philip- 
pines. 

4.  CoNXTS  Nbptunits.  Can,  testd  elongata-canicd,  spird  acuminatd, 
striatd,  apice  acuta;  pallid^  cameald,  lineis  maculisque  rubidis 
ubique  nebulasd  et  venasd ;  versus  basin  leviter  sulcatd,  sulcis  sub' 
distantibus;  calumelld  et  apertures  fauce  subrasaced. 

Conch.  Icon.  pi.  6.  f.  30. 
Hab,  Jacna,  Island  of  Bohol. 

The  delicate  marking  of  this  gem  approaches  so  nearly  to  that  of 
the  Canus  glaria-maris,  that  we  honour  it  with  as  noble  a  title. 

BOTANICAL  SOCIETY  OF  LONDON. 

Oct.  6,  1843. — John  Reynolds,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Adam  Gerard  exhibited  a  collection  of  fruits  and  seeds  from 
Sierra  Leone,  containing  specimens  of  the  fruits  of  the  Butter  and 
Tallow  Tree  (Pentadesma  butyracea). 

Read  "  Notes  of  a  Botanical  Excursion  to  Tilgate  Forest  in  Au- 
gust last,"  by  the  Chairman. 
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Nov.  8.— Hewett  Cottrell  Watson,  Esq.,  V.P..  FJi.S.,  in  die  Chair. 

The  following  papers  were  read :  "  On  the  Botany  of  Lichfield," 
by  the  Rev.  Richard  Gbumett ;  '*  Notes  on  a  species  of  Cuscuta  found 
at  Duxford.  Cambridgeshire,"  by  Mr.  Frederick  Bond. 

The  Chairman  presented  a  series  of  specimens  of  the  Common 
Birch,  in  order  to  show  that  the  forms  described  by  different  authors 
under  the  names  of  Betula  alba,  pendula,  gUuinosa  and  pubescens  are 
only  varieties  of  one  single  species,  the  original  Betula  alba  of  Lin- 
naeus. Mr.  Watson  stated  that  he  had  repeatedly  found  on  different 
branches  of  the  same  tree,  the  various  forms  of  leaf  and  other  cha- 
racters which  were  given  as  the  distinctions  between  these  supposed 
species  ;  and  that  the  leaves  of  Betula  glutinosa  or  pubescens  were 
produced  usually  (if  not  always)  on  the  seedling  plants  of  Betula  alba 
or  pendula. 

Mr.  Edward  Doubleday  presented  specimens  of  Primula  elatior 
from  the  Bardfield  Station.  These  specimens  were  remarkable  for 
the  wide  variation  in  the  relative  length  of  the  calyx  and  corolla,  and 
also  in  the  form  of  the  leaves,  some  specimens  resembling  the  prim- 
rose in  their  tapering  leaves,  while  others  had  the  abruptly  contracted 
leaves  similar  to  those  of  the  cowslip.  It  was  announced  that  the 
Herbarium  of  the  Society  might  be  inspected  every  Friday  evening 
from  seven  to  ten. 

Specimens  of  Barkhausia  setosa,  DeC,  were  exhibited,  one  of 
which  was  presented  by  Mr.  Cumming  in  1841,  collected  by  him  at 
Audley  End,  Essex.  The  other  was  presented  by  Mr.  G.  S.  Gibson, 
and  was  collected  by  him  in  a  field  near  Sampford,  Essex,  in  1843. 

BOTANICAL  SOCIBTT  OF  EDINBURGH. 

This  Society  held  its  first  meeting  for  the  season  on  Thursday, 
November  9,  Dr.  Neill  in  the  Chair. 

Professor  Graham  read  an  account  of  a  botanical  excursion,  un- 
dertaken with  some  of  his  pupils  in  August  last,  to  North  Wales,  the 
principal  feature  of  which  was  the  extreme  paucity  of  the  Alpine 
vegetation  as  compared  with  that  on  the  Grampian  ranges ;  and  the 
great  interest  of  the  products  in  the  Welsh  valleys,  when  contrasted 
with  the  vegetation  of  low  levels  among  the  Scottish  mountains. 

Dr.  Graham  also  read  a  notice  by  Dr.  Bell  Salter,  of  some  recent 
additions  to  the  flora  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  of  the  many  species 
or  varieties  of  Rubi  occurring  in  that  island,  one  of  which,  considered 
by  Dr.  Salter  to  be  Rubus  suberectus,  was  particularly  interesting  from 
its  size,  almost  reaching  that  of  a  small  tree,  and  with  leaves  above 
six  inches  in  length. 

Mr.  Brand  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  W.  H.  Campbell  re- 
specting the  Eta  palm  wood  of  British  Guiana,  which  is  of  extreme 
lightness,  and  is  used  in  the  colony,  among  other  things,  for  sharp- 
ening razors,  &c.,  probably  owing  to  its  containing  mudi  sHex.  Dr. 
Campbell  also  mentioned  several  other  kinds  of  wood  equally  remaik- 
able  for  their  solidity  and  weight,  for  their  great  beauty,  and  for  the 
high  prices  they  fetch  in  this  country  for  veneering  and  other  orna- 
mental cabinet  work. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

DI8C0VEBT  OF  CLATHRU8  CANCBLLATUS  IN  BRITAIN. 

Such  readers  of  the  '  Annals '  as  take  an  interest  in  cryptogamic 
plants  -will  doubtless  be  glad  to  learn  that  Clathrus  cancellatus,  a  ge- 
nus and  species  new  amongst  British  Fungi,  has  been  discovered  ti^s 
autumn  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  both  by  Mr.  R.  Kippist,  Librarian  to  the 
Linnaean  Society,  and  myself,  quite  independently  of  and  unknown  to 
one  another,  and  in  very  different  localities ;  Mr.  Kippist  having  met 
with  it  close  to  this  town  (Ryde),  and  my  plant  occurring  at  the  back 
of  the  island.  I  do  not  know  the  date  of  Mr.  Kippist's  finding  the 
species  here,  but  feel  pretty  certain  it  must  have  been  anterior  to  my 
meeting  with  it,  which  was  about  the  beginning  of  October,  in  a 
damp  rocky  and  grassy  hollow,  just  within  and  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Pelham  woods  by  St.  Lawrence,  where  it  grew  in  tolerable  plenty 
over  an  area  of  perhaps  some  seventy  or  eighty  square  yards  or  more 
of  sward.  My  attention  was  involuntarily  drawn  to  it  by  the  exces- 
sively repulsive  odour  of  carrion  that  pervaded  the  air  around  the 
spot,  and  which  induced  me  to  look  about  for  the  Phallui  inwudicus, 
a  species  well  known  to  emit  a  scent  so  analogous  to  that  of  a  dead 
animal,  as  to  attract  and  apparently  deceive  the  flies,  and  induce 
them  to  deposit  their  ova  on  the  slimy  pileus.  The  specimens  of 
Clathrus  cancellatus  I  found  were  many  of  them  as  large  as  an  ordi- 
nary-sized orange,  and  presented  the  appearance  of  a  very  coarse  or 
open  network,  forming  slightly  collapsed  hollow  spheres  of  a  bright 
flesh-red  precisely  like  raw  meat,  the  vessels  of  which  are  still  fiUed 
with  blood ;  the  texture  externally  cellular  and  I  think  laminated, 
emitting  an  odour  which,  unlike  that  of  Phallus  impudicus,  was  equally 
oflPensive,  whether  near  to  or  removed  from  the  organ  of  smelL  This 
curious  fungus  was  shown  to  me  last  year  as  something  remarkable 
by  a  gardener  on  the  grounds  of —  Walkingshaw,  Esq.,  at  Old  Park 
near  Niton,  but  in  so  decomposed  a  state  as  scarcely  to  exhibit  its 
characteristic  form ;  nor  was  I  aware  of  the  interesting  addition  made 
by  Mr.  Kippist  and  myself  to  the  cryptogamic  flora  of  this  country 
till,  being  in  London  last  week,  and  incidentally  mentioning  the  cir- 
cumstance of  finding  it  to  Mr.  J.  de  C.  Sowerby  of  the  Botanic  Gar- 
den, Regent's  Park,  I  was  made  acquainted  by  that  gentleman,  and 
afterwards  by  Sir  Wm.  Hooker,  with  the  fact  of  Clathrus  cancellatus 
being  unrecorded  as  a  native  of  Britain,  and  indeed  supposed  exclu- 
sively indigenous  to  the  more  southern  parts  of  Europe.  It  is  pro- 
bably not  uncommon,  at  least  in  this  island,  where,  as  we  have  Just 
seen,  it  occurs  in  three  distinct  localities,  two  of  which  are  several 
miles  asimder. 

Ryde,  Nov.  11,  1843.  Wm.  Arnold  Bromfibld,  M.D. 

LITHIC  ACID  IN  LUCANUS  CSRVUS. 

While  engaged,  during  the  past  summer,  in  dissecting  a  male 
Lucamis  Cenms,  I  found  upon  opening  the  intestine,  that  the  cecum, 
colon  and  rectum  contained  a  dense  greenish  matter,  of  a  soapy  con- 
sistence, covering  their  internal  surface,  and  which  escaped  slowly 
into  the  water,  in  which  the  specimen  was  immersed  for  examina- 
don,  in  the  form  of  a  thick  cloud.     Upon  placing  some  of  it  under 
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the  microscope,  it  was  seen  to  consist  oT  a  great  number  of  flat  dia- 
mond-shaped crystals  of  different  sizes,  in  the  midst  of  which  were 
interspersed  some  very  small  amorphous  granules,  collected  together 
here  and  there  in  clusters,  and  exhibiting  in  many  parts  of  the  field 
a  distinct  molecular  movement.  My  friend  Dr.  J.  W.  Griffith,  who 
analysed  this  compound,  assured  me  that  its  crystalline  portion  was 
composed  of  litMc  acid ;  the  amorphous  part  he  believed  to  be  lithate 
of  ammonia,  but  its  quantity  was  so  small  that  he  could  not  be  po- 
sitive— the  former  statement  he  is  certain  is  correct.  Bearing  in 
mind  that  this  substance  was  found  in  a  part  of  the  alimentary  canal 
posterior  to  the  insertion  of  the  hepatic  vessels,  and  that  it  is  ex- 
tremely improbable  that  it  should  have  been  secreted  from  the  mu- 
cous lining  of  the  intestine  itself,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  it 
was  discharged  into  the  latter  from  the  above  tubes,  and  thus  the 
fact  becomes  one  of  interest  from  its  throwing  light  upon  the  much- 
disputed  function  of  these  organs.  I  regret  at  the  time  having 
omitted  to  examine  also  the  contents  of  the  tubes,  but  I  am  con- 
firmed in  my  present  view  of  their  urini/erous  office  by  the  observa- 
tions of  other  naturalists,  among  whom  V.  Audouin,  in  the  fifth  vo- 
lume of  the  'Ann.  des  Sciences  Nat./  has  described  two  calculi 
as  obstructing  the  biliary  canals  of  a  female  "  Cerf -volant,'*  and 
which,  being  treated  by  the  usual  chemical  methods,  were  proved  to 
be  composed  of  uric  acid.  This  writer  does  not,  however,  allude  to  the 
presence  of  its  characteristic  crystals.  I  would  here  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  observing,  that  the  analysis  of  the  different  secretions 
throughout  the  Articulated  animals,  and  the  Invertebrata  generally^ 
offers  a  wide  field  of  research  to  those  engaged  in  the  study  of  or- 
ganic chemistry. 

1  Arthur  Street,  Gray's-Inn-road.  Alfbbd  Tulk. 

ALCHBMILLA  CONJUNCTA  AND  A.  FISSA. 

At  page  74  of  the  present  volume  of  these  '  Annals,'  Mr.  W.  C. 
Trevely^m  refers  the  A,  conjuncta  (Bab.)  to  A.  fissa  (Schumm.)  on 
the  authority  of  '  Fl.  Danica,'  pi.  2101.  That  plate  is  far  from  good* 
the  silvery  underside  of  the  leaves  being  very  imperfectly  represented* 
but  still  it  seems  to  be  intended  to  represent  A.  conjuncta.  So  far 
so  good.  But  if  now  we  examine  the  synonyms  quoted  in  '  Fl.  Dan.' 
we  shall  find  that  they  belong  to  a  very  different  plant,  which  is  so 
closely  allied  to  A.  vulgaris  as  to  have  been  considered  as  a  variety 
of  that  species  by  many  botanists.  Wimmer  and  Grabowski  ('  Fl. 
Siles.'  i.  136)  take  particular  care  to  distinguish  it  from  A.  vulgaris, 
and  describe  the  leaves  as  "  reniformia  circumscriptione  orbiculari 
7 — 9-loba,  fissura  ad  folium  medium  pertinente  lobis  in  folio  com- 
planato  se  vix  tegentibus  basi  integenimis  quum  in  A.  vulgari  lobi 
ad  basin  usque  serrati  sint,  inciso-dentatis  ....  totis  glabris  margme 
tantum  undique  ciliatis."  This  is  the  work  usually  quoted  as  the 
authority  for  this  plant ;  its  authors  quote  Mertens  and  Koch,  but 
not  having  that  book  at  hand,  1  refer  to  Koch's  '  Synopsis '  (ed.  2. 
p.  257),  where  the  description  belongs  to  the  same  plant  and  not  to 
A.  conjuncta,  Koch  and  the  '  Fl.  Dan.'  refer  to  A.  minor  (Tausch), 
published  in  his  '  Flantee  Selects? ;'  and  the  specimen  contained  in 
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that  collection,  wbich  is  now  before  me,  is  so  similar  to  A.  vulgaris 
(although  I  believe  a  distinct  species),  that  most  botanists  would, 
upon  a  cursory  inspection,  refer  it  to  that  plant.  It  has  not  the  most 
distant  resemblance  to  A.  conjuncta  or  A.  alpina.  The  figure  of  A. 
fissa  in  Sturm's  '  Deutsch.  Fl/  56.  12.  represents  the  plant  of  Tausch, 
to  which  also  correspond  specimens  named  A.fiasa  by  Reichenbach 
('  Fl.  exsic'  876)  and  by  Shuttleworth.  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary 
to  go  further  to  convince  my  friend  Mr.  Trevelyan  and  the  readers 
of  tiie  '  Annals,'  that  A.  fisaa  (Schumm.)  is  not  A.  conjuncta  (Bab.), 
although  plate  2101  of '  Fl.  Dan.'  is  probably  intended  to  represent  it. 
Should  however  more  proof  be  required,  it  can  be  at  once  produced. 

I  may  take  this  opportunity  of  stating,  that  during  the  late  sum- 
mer I  examined  Gatesgarth  Pass,  Cumberland,  for  this  plant  with 
great  care,  but  totally  without  success. — Chablbs  C.  Babikoton. 

St  John's  College,  Cambridge,  Oct.  28,  1843. 

assumption  of  the  male  plumage  by  a  female  PABTBID6B. 

Powerstock  Vicarage,  Bridport,  Dorset,  Oct.  30, 1843. 

Mr  .Yarrell  in  his '  History  of  British  Birds '  mentions  two  instances 
of  thirty-one  ^^^  having  been  found  in  a  partridge's  nest,  and  ob- 
serves, "  there  is  little  doubt  in  these  cases  that  more  than  one  bird 
had  laid  eggs  in  the  same  nest."  It  may  not  perhaps  be  deemed  un- 
worthy of  record  that  a  partridge  this  year  laid  thirty-six  eggs  in  my 
aviary,  out  of  which  thirty  yoimg  birds  were  hatched  by  two  domes- 
tic hens.  As  the  history  of  my  birds  is  rather  curious,  I  will  venture 
to  relate  it. 

Late  in  the  autumn  before  last  (184H  a  young  partridge,  about 
three  weeks  old,  was  caught  by  a  boy  ana  turned  into  my  aviary,  in 
which  I  had  then  a  young  ring-dove  that  could  not  rise  from  the  floor, 
as  the  feathers  of  one  of  its  wings  had  been  clipped.  The  young 
bird  immediately  sought  the  protection  of  the  Cushat  and  nestled 
under  her  wing. 

After  moulting  our  bird  appeared  in  the  distinctive  plumage  of 
a  male,  with  the  rich  chestnut-coloured  horseshoe-shaped  patch  on 
the  breast.  Early  in  the  following  spring  we  were  much  pleased  by 
hearing  the  call  of  our  bird  answered  repeatedly  from  a  field  adjoin- 
ing our  garden.  In  a  short  time  we  observed  a  wild  bird  to  visit  the 
aviary  every  evening.  We  soon  succeeded  in  capturing  this  stranger, 
as  we  discovered  that  it  generally  roosted  among  the  ivy  with  wUch 
the  building  is  partly  covered.  To  our  surprise  our  prisoner  proved 
to  be  a  male,  and  we  were  now  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  perseve- 
rance with  which  it  sought  the  society  of  our  bird. 

In  the  following  moulting  season  (the  autumn  of  1842)  our  tame 
bird  however  lost  its  chestnut-coloured  crescent  and  the  triangular 
patch  of  naked  red  skin  above  the  ear-coverts,  and  assumed  the  plu- 
mage of  a  female ;  the  doubts  which  we  now  entertained  as  to  the 
sex  of  our  favourite  were  cleared  up  early  in  the  spring  when  she 
began  to  scratch  together  materials  for  her  rude  nest,  in  which  she 
continued  to  lay  an  Qg'g  daily  for  more  than  five  weeks.  She  how- 
ever showed  no  disposition  to  sit. 

It  seems  that  the  circumstance  of  this  female  bird  having  been 
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for  one  season  out  off  from  the  eociety  of  the  other  sex  was  sufficient 
to  cause  a  temporary  assumption  of  a  plumage  resembling  that  of  a 
male,  and  that  as  long  as  that  disguise  continued,  although  she  was 
no  longer  debarred  from  sexual  intercourse,  the  natural  result  did  not 
follow  at  the  first  moult  after  the  admission  of  the  male.  She  ap- 
pears in  her  proper  colours  and  proves  extraordinarily  prolific,  pro- 
ducing double  the  ordinary  complement  of  eggs. 

I  conclude  from  the  above  fact,  that  the  assumption  by  female 
birds  of  the  plumage  resembling  that  of  the  male  does  not  (as  is  the 
opinion  of  many  physiologists)  depend  upon  a  derangement  of  the 
generative  organs.  Gborob  Cookson. 

8PIDBB8  DISCHAB6BD  FROM  THB  BTB. 

The  'American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences'  for  July  1843, 
p.  302,  contains  the  following  extraordinary  relation,  by  A.  Lopez, 
M.D.,  Mobae,  Ala. 

I  was  requested,  Feb.  5,  1840,  to  visit  a  young  lady,  from  whose 
mother  I  received  the  following  statement : — ^The  patient  had  left  the 
city  of  Charleston  to  visit  a  friend  in  the  country.     On  the  ni^t  of 
the  29th  of  January,  while  conversing  in  bed,  she  was  sensible  that 
some  object  had  fallen  from  the  ceiling  upon  her  cheek,  just  below 
the  inferior  lid.     In  the  course  of  the  night  she  was  awakened  by  a 
feeling  of  intense  pain  in  her  left  eye,  which  continued  at  intervals 
until  morning,  when  the  eye  was  discovered  to  be  inflamed.     Ordi- 
nary means  were  applied,  and  during  the  morning,  feeling  intense  ir- 
ritation, she  rubbed  the  lids  together  upon  the  ball,  and  removed  two 
fragments,  which  were  readily  recognised  as  the  parts  of  a  spider. 
Her  alarm  became  very  great,  and  was  much  heightened  when  the 
same  thing  was  repeated  in  the  afternoon.    She  returned  to  Charles- 
ton on  the  2nd  of  February.   When  I  paid  my  first  visit  on  the  5tfa, 
the  following  was  her  condition :  the  right  eye  unaffected ;  the  left 
turgid,  inflamed  and  weeping ;  and  there  had  been  removed  from  it 
that  morning  a  spider,  imbedded  in  a  mucous  covering.    It  was  en- 
tire, with  the  exception  of  two  legs.     The  two  preceding  days  before 
I  had  seen  her,  three  others  had  been  removed,  and  were  now  exhi- 
bited to  me.     I  immediately  submitted  the  eye  to  a  close  examina- 
tion, without  being  enabled  to  discover  the  minutest  portion  of  any 
foreigpi  substance.     I  visited  her  daily  until  the  19th,  and  at  every 
visit  I  removed  either  an  entire  or  dismembered  spider  from  the  same 
eye.    Between  the  5th  and  19th  I  invited,  to  an  examination  of  the 
case.  Professors  Geddings  and  Dickson,  and  Doctors  Bellinger  and 
Wurdeman.     Dr.  Dickson,  on  one  or  two  occasions,  also  removed 
these  objects  from  the  patient's  eye.     I  made,  assisted  by  Professor 
Geddings,  the  most  minute  scrutiny,  with  a  view  of  discovering— 
first,  whether  there  could  possibly  exist  a  nidus  within  the  orbit  for 
these  animals;  secondly,  whether  a  sac  containing  their  ova  was 
there  concealed ;  and  thirdly,  if  any  communication  between  the  eye 
and  the  nose  could  account  for  their  appearance.    For  these  purposes 
the  superior  and  inferior  palpebrse  were  everted  with  great  care, 
traversed  thoroughly  with  a  blunt  probe,  and  afterwards  I  threw  in- 
jections  around  the  internal  lining,  but  all  to  no  avail.    The  anterior 
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and  posterior  nares  were  closely  examined  by  strong  light,  both  of 
the  sun  and  candle*  yet  we  could  not  perceive  the  slightest  trace  of 
any  means  by  which  either  ova,  insect  or  nidus  could  be  retained. 

The  total  number  of  spiders  removed  from  the  commencement 
was  between  forty  and  fifty.  They  were  subjected  to  close  micro- 
scopic examination  by  myself,  assisted  by  several  gentlemen  accus- 
tomed to  scientific  investigations,  among  whom  was  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Bachman,  whose  reputation  precludes  all  doubt,  and  we  discovered 
at  least  three  different  species,  distinguished  by  the  anatomical  clas- 
sification of  Latreille  and  Walckenaer. 

[The  entire  account  is  copied  in  the  '  Dublin  Medical  Journal/ 
from  which  we  have  given  the  above  extract.  Dr.  Lopez  refers  to 
well-authenticated  instances  of  pins  and  needles,  worms  and  larvae  of 
insects  discharged  from  various  parts  of  the  body.  He  comes,  how- 
ever, to  the  conclusion  that  in  the  case  in  question  the  spiders  and 
fragments  of  spiders,  were  introduced  from  day  to  day  by  the  patient 
herself,  irresistibly  impelled  imder  the  influence  of  a  hallucination 
produced  by  hysteric  monomania.] 

METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS  FOR  OCTOBER  1843. 
CkitwicL — October].   Fine :  clear :  orercast.      S.  Orercatt :  showery.     3,4. 
Clondy  and  mild.    5.  Veiy  fine.     6.   Densely  clouded  :  rain.     7.  Cloudy:  rain. 

8.  Boisterous :  OTercast.  9.  Rain,  la  Clear:  overcast:  rain.  11.  Boisterous: 
heavy  rain.  12.  Boisterous :  rain.  13,  14.  Clear :  cloudy  and  fine.  15.  Foggy : 
cloudy :  frosty  and  foggy.  16.  Frosty:  clear  and  cold  :  frosty.  17.  Stormy, 
with  rain.  18.  Cloudless :  clear  and  fVosty.  19.  Frosty  hase  :  clear  :  frosty. 
80.  Frosty  base :  fine :  cloudy.  21.  Cloudy:  showery :  clear.  22.  Cloudy  and  fine : 
stormy  at  night.  23.  Clear :  cloudy :  clear.  24.  Densely  clouded.  25.  Cloudy : 
clear.  26.  Frosty  :  very  fine  :  clear.  27.  Very  fine :  boisterous,  with  rain  at 
ni^t.  28.  Boisterous :  clear  and  fine.  29.  Hacy  :  clear  :  foggy.  30.  Hasy  : 
nun.     31.  Heavy  rain. — Mean  temperature  of  the  month  2^**  below  the  average. 

Boston, — Ocu  1,  2.  Cloudy  :  rain  early  a.m.  3.  Fine.  4,  5.  Cloudy.  6. 
Cloudy :  rain  r.M .  7.  Fine.  8.  Cloudy :  rain  early  a.m.  9.  Rain  :  rain  early 
A.M. :  rain  A. M.  10.  Fine.  11.  Rain.  12.  Rain  and  stormy.  13.  Fine.  14. 
Windy :  ice  this  morning.  15,  16.  Fine.  1 7.  Cloudy :  rain  early  a.m.  :  stormy 
night,  with  rain.  18 — 20.  Fine.  21.  Cloudy:  rain  early  a.m.  22.  Cloudy: 
rain  r.M.  23.  I^ne.  24.  Fine :  rain  r.M.  25 — 27.  Fine.  28.  Stormy  :  rain 
early  a.m.    29.  Fine.     3a  Cloudy :  rain  early  a.m.  :  rain  r.M.     31.  Cloudy. 

Sandwich  Manse ^  Orkney, — Oct.  1.  Showers.  2.  Showers  :  clear.  3.  Showers : 
large  haiL  4.  Rain.  5.  Drissle.  6.  Rain  :  showers.  7.  Bright :  showers. 
8,9.  Cloudy  :  clear.  10.  Showers.  11.  Frost :  showers.  12.  Showers :  hail. 
13.  Large  haiL  14.  Bright:  showers.  15,  16.  Hail-showers.  17.  Snow-showers 
clear  frost.  18.  Clear  fVost:  showers.  19—21.  Showers.  22.  Clear  frost : 
showers.  23.  Showers.  24.  Showers:  sleet:  showers.  25.  Showers.  26. 
Showers :  aurora.  27.  Cloudy :  rain.  28.  Drissle.  29.  Showers.  30.  Showers : 
fine.     31.  Showers  :  fine :  cl^. 

Applegarth Manse, Dumjriet-shire. — Oct.  1.  Cloudy:  rain  p.m.  2.  Fine.  3. 
Dull    4.CoUl:duU.    5.  Fine:  mild.    6.  Wet, but  mild.    7.  Rain.   8.  Showers. 

9.  Clear:  fair.  10.  Dull :  fair.  11.  Wet.  12.  Cold  :  snow  on  the  hills.  13. 
Cold  :  hail-shower.  14,  15.  Fine  and  clear.  16.  Fine:  dry.  17.  Rain  and 
sleet.  18.  Fine:  frosty.  19.  Clear  :fiyr.  20.  Dull:  wet  r.M.  21.  Clear  and 
sunny.  22.  Very  wet:  cleared  p.m.  23.  Boisterous :  showers^  24.  Wet.  25, 
96,  Fine :  frost  a.m.  27.  Fine.  28.  Fair  :  chill.  29.  Heavy  rain.  SO.  Fair : 
frost    31.  Wet :  frost  a.m. 

Mean  temperature  of  the  month 43^*8 

Mean  temperature  of  October  1842    44  *4 

Mean  temperature  of  spring.water 45  *5 

Mean  temperature  of     ditto       Oct.  1842    49-6 
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LIV. — On  the  British  species  of  Meridion  and  Oomphonema. 
By  John  Balfs^  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.,  Penzance*. 

[With  a  Plate.] 

Meridion,  Aff.  (Eh.) 
Frostnles  cnneate,  united  so  as  to  fonn  segments  of  circles  or 

spirals. 

This  genus,  together  with  Styllaria,  Chmphonema  and  lAcmo- 
phara,  form  a  group  (the  StyUariem  of  Agardh)  distinguished  by 
the  triangular  form  of  the  frustules,  which  have  their  smaller 
ends  directed  towards  a  common  centre.  The  frustules  in  this 
group  have  a  central  and  two  lateral  portions  as  in  Diatoma  and 
Froffilcffia,  in  which  genera  cuneate  frustules  are  also  occasionally 
met  with.  Indeed  Diatoma  cuneatum,  Eh.,  is  said  to  have  all  its 
firustules  cuneate ;  in  this  case,  therefore,  the  resemblance  between 
solitary  frustules  will  be  considerable.  But  in  Fragilaria  or  Dia- 
toma,  when  two  or  more  cuneate  frustules  are  united,  the  alter- 
nate frustules  have  their  smaller  ends  in  opposite  directions,  and 
hence  their  filaments  are  linear ;  whilst  they  are  attached,  if  at 
all,  only  by  their  basal  frustule.  In  this  group,  on  the  contrary, 
as  the  smaller  ends  are  in  the  same  direction  they  point  to  a 
common  centre,  and  when  the  plant  is  stipitate  each  frustule  is 
attached  to  the  stipes. 

The  frustules  have  generally  two  puncta  at  the  broader  end, 
and  sometimes  two  others,  but  more  obscure  at  the  smaller  end. 
The  lateral  surfaces  are  attenuated  at  the  base,  which  usually  dif- 
fers somewhat  from  the  upper  end ;  but  in  the  group  to  which 
Fragilaria  belongs  they  are  similar  at  both  ends,  even  when  the 
finstules  are  cuneate. 

In  a  young  state  species  of  Meridion  resemble  StyUaria,  but 
as  the  fixistules  increase  in  number  and  do  not  separate,  they 
form  more  or  less  complete  segments  of  circles ;  whilst  in  Stylla- 
ria rarely  more  than  two,  and  never  more  than  three,  frustules  are 
united  together. 

1 .  M.  circulare,  Ag.  Frustules  united  into  plane  segments  of  circles ; 
lateral  surfiaces  clavate  with  distant,  strongly  marked  striae,  the 

*  Read  before  the  BotaDical  Society  of  Edinburgh. 
Ann.  ^  Mag.  N.  Hist.   Vol.  xii.     Suppl.  2  I 
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ends  of  igrhich  appear  as  puneta  along  the  margins  of  the  firont 
view.  Ag.  Consp.  Diatom,  p.  40 ;  Kutz.  Synop.  Diatom,  in  lin- 
n«a  1838,  p.  558.  f.  37  ;  Harv.  Br.  Alg.  p.  205.  Meridion  vemaie. 
Eh.  Die  Inftis.  p.  207.  t.  16.  £.2;  Pritch.  Infus.  p.  223.  f.  177- 
179  ;  Bailey,  Amer.  Bacil.  in  Amer.  Jour.  Sci.  Jan.  1842,  pi.  2. 
f.  42.  Echinella  circularis,  Grev.  Crypt,  Fl.  t.  35. 
Limerick,  Mr,  Harvey.   Aberdeen,  Dr,  Dickie ;  Stevenston,  A3rr- 

shire.  Rev.  D,  Landsborough.    Tunbridge  Wells,  Mr,  Borrer ;  Lewes, 

Mr.  Jenner;  King's  Cliffe,  Rev.  M.  J.  Berkeley ;  Oswestry,  Rev.  T. 

Salwey;  Cheshunt,  Mr.  Haseall;  Penzance,  St.  Ives,  Tavistock,  Dol- 

gfelley,  Caernarvon. 

This  forms  a  fringe  on  aquatic  plants  or  a  mucous  stratum  on 
wet  rocks.  It  is  hyaline  with  a  brown  tinge  and  becomes  green 
in  drying.  In  a  young  state,  when  the  frustules  are  solitary  or 
binate  and  attached  to  a  loose  mucous  base,  it  is  liable  to  be  mis- 
taken for  a  species  of  Styllaria;  afterwards  however,  as  its  frustules 
repeatedly  divide  longitudinally  without  separating,  they  are  ar- 
ranged in  segments  of  circles.  I  have  never  seen  more  than  half 
a  circle  formed  in  this  way,  which  consisted  of  from  twenty-two 
to  twenty-six  frustules.  JCutzing  figures  a  complete  circle  with- 
out a  break,  but  he  is  evidently  wrong ;  for  if  the  regular  line  of 
frustules  was  extended  until  the  ends  met  they  would  not  unite, 
but  overlap  or  form  a  spiral,  as  figxu^d  by  Ehrenberg*. 

The  frustules  vary  much  in  length ;  they  have  in  firont  two  con- 
spicuous pimcta  at  the  upper  end  and  from  five  to  twelve  along 
each  lateral  margin,  which  produces  a  beaded  appearance.  These 

1>uncta  are  largest  towards  the  upper  end,  and  gradually  become 
ess  evident  as  they  are  placed  lower  down,  and  generally  are  not 
visible  near  the  lower  end.  The  endochrome  in  drying  generally 
retires  to  the  margins,  leaving  the  centre  colourless ;  it  is  at  first 
homogeneous,  but  finally  becomes  granular.  Lateral  surfaces  nar- 
row, clavate,  with  a  few  distant,  strongly  marked,  transverse  striae^ 
which  are  most  evident  near  the  upper  end  and  wanting  near  the 
base. 

Plate  XVIII.  fig.  1.  Meridion  circulate. 

8.  M.  constrictum.  Lateral  surfaces  constricted  below  the  ^ex, 
transversely  striated ;  the  ends  of  the  striae  forming  puncta  along 
the  margins  of  the  front  view. 

This  is  one  of  the  additions  to  our  flora,  for  which  I  am  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Jenner,  whose  discoveries  have  added  so  largely  to 
the  Sussex  Cryptogamia,  and  who  is  as  indefatigable  in  Us  re- 
searches as  he  is  accurate  in  his  observations.  Mr.  Jenner  finds 
it  rather  plentifully  in  the  Cold  Bath  Spring,  Tunbridge  Wells, 

•  Since  the  above  was  written  I  have  gathered  specimens  at  Dolgelley 
which  formed  a  spiral  as  figured  by  Ehrenbei^. 
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growing  on  FragUaria  virescens ;  I  have  received  from  him  both 
dried  and  recent  specimens ;  in  the  latter  I  find  the  frostules  so- 
litary or  binate^  the  circles  being  entirely  broken  up  before  the 
specuncns  reached  me ;  but  Mr.  Jenner  informs  me  that  when 
gathered  they  are  united  together  so  as  nearly  to  form  a  circle. 
As  however  they  are  not  arranged  on  a  plane  as  in  Meridum  ctr- 
eularey  but  stand  nearly  erect,  somewhat  like  the  staves  of  a  tub, 
which  is  broader  above  than  below,  when  they  dry  and  fall  down 
they  necessarily  separate,  and  gaps  are  produced  in  the  circular 
outline.  In  the  dried  specimens  I  find  some  of  the  frustules  ar- 
ranged in  a  circle,  which  however  exhibits  the  gaps  already  no- 
ticed,  whilst  others  seem  to  be  fasciculated. 

The  front  view  cannot  be  distinguished  from  a  frustule  of  Me^ 
vidian  circubtre,  with  which  it  agrees  in  size  and  form,  and  also  in 
having  two  conspicuous  terminal  puncta  and  a  series  along  the 
lateral  margins.  As  in  Meridian  circulcere,  the  lateral  surfaces 
have  a  few  distant,  strongly  marked,  transverse  striae ;  but  they 
differ  from  it  most  remarkably  in  the  constriction  below  the  apex. 

Plate  XV 11 1,  fig.  2.  Meridion  conttrktum. 

OoMPHONEMA,  Ag,  (Eh.) 

Frustules  cimeate,  solitary  or  geminate,  terminating  a  simple  or 

branched  filiform  stipes. 

The  species  with  cymbiform  frustules  have  very  properly  been 
separated  by  Ehrenberg  from  Gomphonema,  ana  now  form  his 
genus  Cocconema,  the  British  species  of  which  I  intend  to  describe 
in  a  future  paper. 

The  genus  as  thus  restricted  borders  closely  upon  StyUaria  and 
JAcmophora,  and  as  it  were  forms  a  connecting  link  between  them. 
It  is  only  in  the  young  state  that  in  a  few  instances  its  frustules 
are  sessile  and  resemble  those  of  Stylktria,  the  frustules  of  which 
however  are  always  sessile;  whilst  in  Gomphonema,  although  some* 
times  they  are  at  first  nearly  or  quite  sessile,  yet  ultimately  they 
have  an  evident  stipes,  and  in  most  specimens  some  frustules 
may  be  observed  thus  elevated.  Its  connexion  is  still  more  inti- 
mate with  Licmophoray  which  indeed  Kutzing  unites  with  this 
genus.  Mr.  Borrer  suggests  the  propriety  of  making  Licmophora 
a  section  of  Gomphonema.  Mr.  Berkeley  observes,  that  "  in  Lic- 
mophora the  frustules  again  divide^  which  is  the  sole  difference 
between  the  two  genera,  as  I  many  years  ago  pointed  out  to  Dr. 
Greville.^'  I  am  by  no  means  sure  that  Kutzing  is  wrong  in  uni* 
ting  Licmophora  with  Gomphonema,  but  I  have  not  ventured  to 
unite  them,  as  the  habit  oi  Licmophora  is  somewhat  different. 

In  Gomphonema  the  stipes  is  branched  in  a  dichotomous  man* 
ner,  and  in  all  the  species  with  which  I  am  acquainted  the  frua* 
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tules  are  terminal.  They  are  generaUy  siinple  or  binate ;  I  have 
never  seen  more  than  six  firostules  from  the  same  point,  and  ev^i 
when  more  than  two  frustules  are  thus  occasionally  combined, 
they  are  usually  in  contact  only  at  the  base;  on  most  of  the 
branches  also  the  frustules  are  only  binate. 

In  Licmophara  the  stipes  is  irregularly  branched,  each  branch 
being  terminated  by  several  frustules,  often  ten  or  more,  united 
by  their  sides  into  a  fen-like  form.  Besides  these  terminal  clus- 
ters, the  main  trunks  of  the  stipes  have  binate  or  temate  frustules, 
sessile  or  nearly  so  along  their  margins,  and  either  opposite  or 
alternate. 

The  species  of  Gomphonema  are  commonly  found  in  fresh  water. 
The  frustules  are  cuneate,  and  at  their  upper  margin  have  two 
notches  which  look  like  puncta ;  as  these  are  in  some  species 
very  evident  and  in  others  scarcely  discernible,  they  assist  in 
forming  the  specific  characters. 

There  are  two  obscure  pimcta  at  the  base,  and  generaUy  a  sin- 
gle sUght  notch  near  the  middle  of  each  lateral  margin. 

The  lateral  surfaces  are  generally  transversely  striated,  and  have 
a  longitudinal  pellucid  line  running  down  the  centre. 

*  Lateral  view  constricted  beneath  the  apex  so  as  to  appear  um-shaped. 

1.  G,  geminatum,  Ag.  Densely  tufted;  frustules  narrow,  cuneate* 
the  puncta  at  the  end  wanting  or  nearly  so ;  lateral  surfaces  urn- 
shaped,  striated.  Ag.  Syst.  p.  12;  Consp.  Diatom,  p.  35  ;  Grev. 
Crypt.  Fl.  t.  244.  f.  2 ;  Kutz.  Synop.  Diatom,  in  linnspa  1833. 
p.  569  ;  Harv.  Br.  Alg.  p.  207.  Gomph.  ampuUaceum,  Grev.  in 
Hook.  Br.  Fl.  p.  410. 
On  rocks  in  subalpine  streams.     Scotland,  Dr,  GrevUle.     North 

of  Ireland,  Mr,  D,  Moore ;  near  Bandon,  county  Cork,  Mr,  AUman ; 

on  dripping  rocks  near  a  waterfall  at  Carnlough,  co.  Antrim,  Mr,  W, 

Thompson,    Rapid  streams  at  base  of  Cader  Idris,  and  in  the  river 

above  Dolgelley,  N.  Wales. 

This  plant  forms  large  cushion-like  tufts  on  the  rocks  in  rapid 
streams.  It  is  not  in  the  least  mucous,  but  is  of  a  spongy  tex- 
ture, being  composed  of  the  densely  interwoven  filaments :  in  a 
young  state  its  colour  is  brownish  from  the  frustides  covering  the 
surface,  but  as  these  fall  off  it  becomes  whitish,  and  indeed  not 
unhke  a  tuft  of  wool.  Filaments  repeatedly  dichotomous ;  *  frus- 
tules much  larger  than  in  any  of  the  following  species,  simple  or 
binate,  linear-cuneate,  without  puncta  at  the  upper  end ;  portions 
of  the  lateral  surfaces  are  frequently  visible  along  the  sides.  La- 
teral surfaces  urn-shaped,  br<^er  than  the  front,  with  numerous 
transverse  dotted  striae.  There  is  a  central  longitudinal  pellucid 
line  slightly  dilated  at  each  end,  with  a  lai^r  dilatation  in  the 
centre ;  the  latter  at  first  sight  may  be  taken  for  a  p^foration. 
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which  it  undoubtedly  is  not ;  from  this  central  punctum  the  striae 
are  somewhat  radiant :  the  pellucid  line  does  not  quite  extend  to 
the  upper  end. 

I  have  drawn  up  the  description  of  this  plant  from  a  specimen 
of  Dr.  Grreville's  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Harvey,  to  whom  I  feel  much 
indebted  for  his  kind  commumcations,  as  well  as  for  the  UberaUty 
with  which  he  has  added  numerous  most  valuable  specimens  of 
Algae  to  my  collection. 

I  regret  that  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  an  authentic  speci- 
men of  Dr.  Greville's  Gomphonema  amptdlaceum,  but  from  the  de- 
scription I  have  little  hesitation  in  uniting  it  with  this  species. 
Mr.  Moore,  who  considers  it  distinct  from  Cromphonema  gemina- 
turn,  has  sent  me  specimens  under  both  names,  but  I  cannot  dis* 
cover  any  essential  difference  between  them.  Mr.  Moore  makes 
the  following  observations  on  Gomph.  ampullaceum  : — "  This,  be- 
sides growing  in  much  larger  tufts  than  G.  geminatum,  is  of  a 
much  greener  colour  when  recent,  resembling  some  VaucheruB 
going  into  decay.  The  frustules  are  much  constricted  below  the 
apex,  and  have  generally  a  more  pellucid  line  running  down  the 
centre.'* 

Plate  XVIII.  fig.  3.    Gomphonema  geminatum. 

2.  G,  pohlia/orme,  Kutz.  Very  minute ;  frustules  cuneate,  with  two 

evident  puncta  at  the  upper  end ;  lateral  surfaces  urn-shaped, 

striated.    Kutz.  Synop.  Diatom,  p.  570.  f.  50.    Gomph.  truncatum. 

Eh.  Die  Infus.  p.  216.  t.  18.  f.  1 ;  Pritch.  Infus.  p.  227.  f.  187- 

190.     Gomph. pohlia/orme,  Kutz.  Alg.  aq.  dulc.  No.  25  !  (young,) 

Gomph,  suiramosum,  Kutz.  Synop.  Diatom,  p.  570.  fig.  44.  Alg. 

aq.  dulc.  No.  152 !  (mixed  with  Gomph,  minutum). 

On  aquatic  plants  in  freshwater  pools  and  ditches :  autumn  and 

spring.   Near  Henfield,  Mr,  Borrer ;  Tunbridge  Wells,  Mr.  Jenner  ; 

Cheshunt,  Mr.  A,  H,  Hassall;    Oswestry,  Rev,  T,  Salwey ;  llfira- 

combe,  Swansea,  Dolgelley  and  Bangor,  N.  Wales. 

This  is  a  very  minute  species,  which  to  the  naked  eye  seems 
only  a  brownish  discoloration  of  the  plant  on  which  it  grows. 
At  first  the  frustules  are  frequently  quite  sessile,  but  ultimately 
they  become  elevated  on  a  simple  or  slightly  branched  stipes,  when 
they  are  sometimes  clustered  four  or  six  together ;  they  are  cu- 
neate  with  two  evident  puncta  at  the  upper  end.  The  lateral  sur- 
faces are  constricted  below  the  apex  so  as  to  be  urn-shaped,  and 
are  attenuated  at  the  base.  When  young  the  frustules  are  short 
and  the  lateral  view  is  but  Uttle  constricted,  but  when  mature 
they  are  longer  and  the  lateral  view  becomes  more  completely 
tirn-shaped.  In  the  former  state  it  is  figured  by  Kutzing  and 
Ehrenberg ;  in  the  more  perfect  form  it  resembles  Ehrenberg^s 
figure  of  Gomphonema  capitatum,  nor  is  there  any  character  in  his 
description  to  distinguish  the  latter  from  this  species. 
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Ehrenberg  appears  to  have  confounded  this  plant  with  Gom- 
phonema  geminatum,  Ag.,  whidi  species,  as  well  as  the  Gomph. 
pohliaforme  of  Kutzing,  he  appends  as  synonyms  to  his  Gamph, 
tmncatum^.  If  he  had  seen  the  true  Gomph.  gemxnatum  he  ccmld 
not  have  fallen  into  this  mistake,  for  besides  the  immense  differ- 
ence between  these  plants  in  size  and  habit,  their  firostules  possess 
sufficient  marks  of  distinction.  In  Gomph,  geminatum  the  front 
view  is  very  narrow,  sometimes  nearly  linear ;  in  this  species  they 
•re  distinctly  cuneate,  and  notwithstanding  their  much  smaller 
size,  have  two  evident  notdies  at  the  upper  end,  which  are  want- 
ing in  Gomph.  geminatum.  The  lateral  surfaces  too  are  more  at- 
tenuated at  the  base,  and  they  are  about  as  broad  as  the  front, 
whereas  in  Gomph.  geminatum  they  are  much  broader. 

Plate  XVI 11.  fig.  4.  Gomphonema  pohliaforme, 

3.  G.  minutum,  Ag.  Mmute  ;  frustules  with  a  terminal  crest ;  la- 
teral surfaces  striated,  constricted  below  the  apex ;  laterally  viewed, 
the  end  of  the  crest  appears  like  a  terminal  point.  Ag.  Consp. 
Diatom,  p.  34 ;  Grev.  in  Hook.  Br.  Fl.  vol.  ii.  p.  410.  Gomph. 
acuminatum.  Eh.  Die  Infus.  p.  21 7.  t.  1 8.  f.  4 ;  Pritch.  Infus.  p.  228. 
On  aquatic  plants  in  ponds  and  ditches.     Sussex,  Mr.  Jenmer; 

Herts,  Mr.  Hassall;   Barmouth,  Rev.  T.  Salwey;   Trengwainton 

ponds  near  Penzance,  and  pond  on  Towednack  Moor  near  St.  Ives, 

Dolgelley. 

Iliis  species,  which  forms  a  brownish  mucous  fringe  on  the 

*  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  Ehrenberg  has  in  so  many  instances 
disregarded  the  names  previously  affixed  by  Agardh  and  Kutzing.  To  alter 
a  name  once  bestowed  is  not  only  discourteous  to  the  first  describer,  but 
creates  confusion  and  tends  to  encumber  the  science  with  synonyms ;  for  if 
St  be  allowable  for  one  writer  to  alter  a  name  because  he  fancies  that  a  new 
one  is  more  appropriate,  succeeding  writers  have  an  equal  ri^ht  to  alter  his 
names,  and  in  the  absence  of  a  recognised  rule^  some  naturaUsts  may  prefer 
ene  name  and  some  another. 

There  is  an  excellent  paper  on  Nomenclature  in  the  '  Annals  of  Natural 
History,^  vol.  xi.  p.  259,  which  is  deserving  of  consideration,  not  only  be- 
'  aiise  It  was  written  at  the  request  of  the  British  Association,  but  also  from 
the  celebrity  of  its  authors.  Although  it  is  more  particularly  addressed  to 
soologists,  yet  great  part  of  it  may  be  equally  useful  to  botanists,  and  some 
of  the  remarks  are  so  appropriate  to  the  present  subject  that  I  cannot  forbear 
quoting  them. 

**  The  names  originally  given  by  the  founder  of  a  group,  or  the  describer 
of  a  species,  should  be  permanently  retained  to  the  exclusion  of  all  subse- 
quent synonyms. 

"No  one  person  can  subsequently  claim  an  authority  equal  to  that  pos- 
lessed  by  the  person  who  is  the  first  to  define  a  new  genus  or  describe  a  new 
species,  and  hence  it  is  that  the  name  originally  given,  even  though  it  may 
be  inferior  in  point  of  elegance  or  expressiveness  to  those  subsequently  pro- 
posed, ought  as  a  gener^  principle  to  be  permanently  retained,  lo  thii 
consideration  we  ought  to  add  the  injustice  of  erasine  the  name  origindl^ 
•elected  by  the  person  to  whose  labours  we  owe  our  first  knowledge  of  the 
subject. '* 
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leaves  of  aquatic  plants^  is  very  minute^  but  still  distinctly  visible 
to  the  naked  eye. 

Stipes  slender^  branched ;  frustules  cuneate,  varying  in  lengthy 
the  shorter  ones  most  decidedly  cuneate^  the  more  elongated  ones 
often  nearly  linear^  slender ;  the  terminal  crest  is  much  more  de- 
veloped in  some  firustules  than  in  others^  and  but  rarely  nearly 
obsolete ;  the  terminal  puncta  wanting  or  very  minute ;  lateral 
surfaces  transversely  striated  with  a  central  longitudinal  pellucid 
line.  In  a  young  state  of  this  plant  the  frustules  are  short  and 
the  constriction  below  the  apex  is  but  sUght ;  in  its  mature  state 
this  constriction  is  more  evident,  and  the  lateral  surfaces  are  of  a 
narrow  urn-shaped  figure,  often  much  attenuated  at  the  base :  the 
end  of  the  crest,  appearing  like  a  terminal  point,  adds  greatly  to 
the  beauty  of  this  form. 

This  species  is  easily  distinguished  from  all  except  the  follow- 
ing by  the  terminal  crest;  from  Gomph.  cristatum  it  differs  in 
bemg  constricted  below  the  apex  and  in  its  slender  frustules. 
Plate  XVIII.  fig.  5.  Gomphonema  minutum, 

*^  Lateral  surfaces  not  constricted  beneath  the  apex, 

4.  G.  cristatum,     Frustules  crested ;  lateral  surfaces  striated,  obo- 
vate ;  viewed  laterally,  the  crest  appears  like  a  terminal  point. 
On  Conferva  glomerata  in  a  stream  near  Shoreham,  Kent,  Mr, 

Jenner. 

Of  this  new  and  very  distinct  species  I  have  only  seen  a  soli- 
tary  specimen,  found  oy  Mr.  Jenner  in  December  last*.  The 
lateral  view  is  very  unlike  that  of  any  other  species  with  which 
I  am  acquainted. 

It  is  very  minute ;  the  stipes  slender,  simple,  or  rarely  once 
divided ;  frustules  cuneate,  somewhat  rounded  at  the  angles  and 
terminated  by  a  crest ;  the  lateral  surfaces  are  obovate,  striated, 
and  the  end  of  the  crest  appears  like  an  apiculus. 

This  species  somewhat  resembles  Gomph.  minutum  on  a  front 
view,  having,  like  that  species,  a  terminal  crest,  but  it  is  a  smaller 
plant,  the  frustules  are  shorter  and  their  angles  rounded.  The 
lateral  view  also  is  broader,  and  wants  the  constriction  which  oc- 
curs in  Cromph.  minutum  below  the  apex. 

Plate  XVIII.  fig.  6.  Gomphonema  cristatum. 

5.  G,  dichotomum,  Kutz.,  forms  a  minute  fringe  on  the  leaves  of 
aquatic  plants ;  frustules  linear-cuneate,  terminal  puncta  very  mi- 
nute ;  lateral  surfeu^e  lanceolate,  faintly  striated.  Kutz.  Synop. 
Diatom,  p.  560.  f.  48.  Gomph,  gracile.  Eh.  Die  Infus.  p.  217. 1. 18. 
f.  3  ;  Pritch.  Infus.  p.  2*27. 

This  species  forms  a  minute  brownish  mucous  fringe  on  the 

•  Mt.  Jenner  has  since  favoured  me  with  specimens  gathered  by  him  near 
Fambam  in  Surrey,  where  the  plant  is  more  abundant  than  at  Shoreham. 
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leaves  of  aquatic  plants  in  Trengwainton  ponds  near  Penzanoe, 
where  it  grows  with  Gomph.  minutum,  which  to  the  naked  eye 
much  resembles  it ;  but  the  present  is  a  taller  plants  although  its 
frustules  are  considerably  less. 

The  stipes  is  slender^  much-branched ;  the  frustules  minute, 
narrow,  often  nearly  linear,  the  terminal  puncta  very  minute ; 
lateral  surfaces  narrow-lanceolate,  striated. 

The  jfrustules  somewhat  resemble  those  of  Gomph.  BerkekO, 
but  they  are  more  elongated,  much  narrower,  often  nearly  linear^ 
and  their  puncta  are  far  less  distinct ;  the  lateral  view  is  ako  more 
slender,  and  lanceolate  not  clavate. 

Plate  XVIII.  fig.  7.  Gomphonema  dichotomum. 

6.  G,  Berkeleii,  Ore  v.,  forms  rather  large  mucous  masses;  stipes 
branched,  entangled  ;  frustules  short,  triangular,  with  two  conspi- 
cuous puncta  at  the  end  ;  lateral  surfaces  obovate  or  subclavate, 
striated.  Grev.  in  Hook.  Br.  Fl.  vol.  ii.  p.  409 ;  Harv.  Br.  Alg. 
p.  207.  Gomph.}  olivacea.  Eh.  Die  Infns.  p.  218.  t.  18.  f .  9 ; 
Pritch.  Infus.  p.  228.  Exilaria  minutissima.  Berk.  Br.  Alg.  p.  22. 
t.  7.  f.  1.  Meridion  vernale,  Ag.  Consp.  Diatom,  p.  39.  Frustuiia 
olivacea,  Kutz.  Syn.  Diatom,  p.  556.  f.  31.  Gomph.  geminatvm, 
Kutz.  Alg.  aq.  dulc.  No.  13.  Gomph.  Leibleini,  Kutz.  Synop. 
Diatom,  p.  568.  fig.  46. 
/3.  scattered,  frustules  more  firmly  attached  to  the  stipes,  which  can 
be  detected  without  difliculty. 

On  stones*  &c.  in  fresh  water:  spring.  King's Cliffe,  Northampton- 
shire, Rev.  M.  J.Berkeley ;  Henfield,  Sussex,  Mr.  Borrer;  May6eld» 
Sussex,  Mr.  Jenner ;  Yarmouth,  Mr.  Dawson  Turner  (according  to  a 
specimen  from  Mr.  Borrer)  ;  river  Severn  near  Shrewsbury,  Mr, 
Leighton ;  Cheshunt,  Herts,  and  river  Lea,  Mr.  A,  H.  Hassali.  At 
the  base  of  Bandon  mountain?,  Mr.  Andrews. 
/3.  DuddingstoU  Loch,  Dr.  Greville. 

This  plant,  which  forms  rather  large  mucous  masses,  is  of  a  pale 
hyaline  brown,  but  when  dried  generally  becomes  of  a  pale  green 
with  a  granulated  appearance.  The  stipes  is  hyaline  and  more 
or  less  branched;  frustules  minute,  short,  triangular,  easily  de- 
tached from  the  stipes ;  puncta  at  the  end  strongly  marked ;  la- 
teral surfaces  striated,  obovate  in  the  shorter  frustules,  somewhat 
clavate  in  the  longer  ones. 

In  general  the  frustules  are  easily  detached  from  their  stipes, 
and  as  the  latter  are  with  difficulty  distinguished  from  the  gela- 
tinous substance  in  which  they  are  imbedded,  they  are  very  liable 
to  be  overlooked,  whence  the  plant  has  often  been  referred  to  an- 
other genus. 

In  the  spring  of  1841, 1  applied  to  Mr.  Borrer  for  information 
respecting  Meridion  vemale,  which  Agardh  in  his  '  Conspectus 
Criticus  Diatomacearum '  mentions  as  a  British  plant  upon  the 
authority  of  a  specimen  received  from  Mr.  Borrer,  but  which  is 
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unnoticed  in  our  British  works.  Mr.  Borrer^  with  his  accustomed 
kindness^  sent  me  several  specimens  from  Henfield^  some  of  them 
recent  and  others  gathered  formerly^  and  also  one  gathered  near 
Yarmouth  by  Mr.  Dawson  Turner.  On  examining  the  latter^ 
which  was  less  gelatinous  than  those  from  Henfield^  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  that  the  frustules  were  attached  to  a  stipes.  Al- 
though I  could  not  detect  this  stipes  in  the  dried  specimens  from 
Henfield^  I  discovered  it  in  the  recent  ones^  and  also  in  some  fine 
specimens  sent  me  from  Shrewsbu^  by  Mr.  Leighton.  Shortly 
afterwards  I  received  from  Mr.  Berkeley  recent  specimens  of 
Greville^s  Gomph,  Berkeleii,  which  proved  to  be  the  same  plant. 
Mr.  Berkeley  writes^  that^  as  far  as  he  can  judge  without  seeing 
an  authentic  specimen^  he  considers  it  to  be  the  Echinella  olivacea 
of  Lyngbye,  t.  70,  as  it  certainly  is  of  Jurgens,  Dec.  xvi.  no.  9. 

Mr.  Berkeley  has  also  afibrded  me  an  opportunity  of  examining 
Greville's  Gromph,  mimitissimum.  In  his  specimen  I  find  two  spe- 
cies mixed  together;  the  more  plentiful  one  has  the  frustules 
similar  to  those  described  above,  and  indeed  differs  from  Gomph. 
Berkeleii  only  in  its  scattered  habit,  and  in  the  frustules  being 
attached  more  firmly  to  the  stipes,  which  is  more  evident  as  the 
plant  does  not  form  mucous  masses.  On  these  grounds,  and  as 
I  have  since  received  from  Mr.  Hassall  specimens  of  an  interme- 
diate character,  I  have  been  induced  to  consider  it  a  variety  of  the 
present  species.  The  other  species  in  Dr.  Greville^s  specimen  has 
curved  frustules,  and  as  these  are  referred  by  Kutzing  and  Eh- 
renberg  to  Gomph.  minutissimum,  I  have  described  it  below  under 
that  name. 

On  a  front  view  the  frustules  of  Gomph.  Berkeleii  most  resem- 
ble those  of  Gomph.  pohliaforme,  but  the  lateral  aspect  is  very 
different.  The  variety  13.  especially  approaches  nearer  to  Gomph. 
dichotomum ;  the  frustules  however  are  shorter,  broader  and  more 
decidedly  cuneate;  the  lateral  surfaces  also  are  broader,  being 
frequently  as  broad  as  the  frx)nt. 

Plate  XVI  1 1,  fig.  8.  Oomphonema  Berkeleii, 

7.  G.  minutissimum,  Grev.  Frustules  cuneate,  curved ;  terminal 
puncta  conspicuous,  a  stria  from  each  extending  the  entire  length 
of  the  frustule;  lateral  surfaces  clavate  or  lanceolate,  striated. 
Kutz.  Syn.  Diatom,  p.  567.  f.  43  ;  Eh.  Die  Infus.  p.  219.  t.  18. 
f.  5 ;  Pritch.  Infus.  p.  228.  Gomph.  curvatum,  Kutz.  Syn.  Diatom, 
p.  567.  f.  51 ;  Kutz.  Alg.  aq.  dulc.  No.  76 ! 

/3.  marinum.  Stipes  more  branched,  the  striae  running  down  the  frus- 
tule more  strongly  marked. 
In  slow  streams,  Shrewsbury,  Mr.  Leighton ;  Shoreham,  Kent, 

Mr.  Jenner  \    Cheshunt,  Mr.  Hassall ;    near  Dublin,  Mr.  Allman. 

Swansea. 

j3.  On  marine  algae,  Eastbourne,  Sussex,  Mr,  Jenner,  and  Ireland, 

Mr.  W.  Thompson,     Ilfracombe. 
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Very  minute, brown;  frustules  cuneate,  curved,  often  nearly 
sile ;  sometimes,  especially  in  the  maritime  variety,  on  an  elcHigated 
branched  stipes,  generally  binate,  though  occasionally  as  many 
as  four  frustules  are  united  together.  Terminal  puncta  large; 
each  of  the  puncta  at  the  base,  which  are  more  evident  than  in 
the  other  species,  is  connected  with  the  upper  puiM^tum  on  the 
same  side  by  a  line  passing  down  the  frustule.  A  slight  notdi 
or  pimctum  is  present  at  the  centre  of  the  concave  but  not  of  the 
convex  margin;  lateral  surfftoes  v^  narrow,  generally  davate, 
striated. 

This  species  differs  from  all  the  fcn-egoing  in  its  curved  frus- 
tules,  in  having  a  notch  on  <me  only  of  the  lateral  mai^^ins,  and 
two  striae  passing  down  the  frustule  and  connecting  the  upper 
and  lower  puncta. 

I  have  attempted  in  vain  to  find  some  specific  character  to  di- 
stinguish the  maritime  form.  It  is  more  branched,  has  a  very 
rigid  appearance,  looking  indeed  not  unlike  a  zoophyte,  and  d^ 
strice  connecting  the  puncta  on  the  front  surface  are  strongly 
marked ;  but  intermediate  specimens  are  occasionally  met  inlax 
in  which  all  these  differences  vanish. 

Plate  XVIII.  fig.  9.  Gomphonema  minutissimum, 

8.  G.  paradoaum,  Ag.     Fnistules  broadly  cuneate,  puncta  at  the 

upper  end  strongly  marked,  with  a  stria  from  each  passing  down 

the  frustule  ;  lateral  surfiEices  clavate,  narrow,  not  striated.     Ag. 

Ck)n8p.  Diatom,  p.  34 ;  Harv,  Br.  Alg.  p.  208  ;  Kutz.  Syn.  Diatom. 

p.  569.    Echinellaparadoxa,  Grev.  Crypt.  Fl.  t.  25 ;  Eh.  Die  Infus. 

p.  221 ;  Pritch.  Infiis.  p.  208. 

On  marine  algae  very  common. 

This  species  forms  a  brown  gelatinous  covering  on  the  smaller 
algse ;  it  turns  green  in  drying.  At  first  the  frustules  are  nearly 
sessile,  but  when  mature  they  are  attached  to  a  more  or  less 
branched  stipes  forming  a  fringe  on  the  infected  plant,  which  is 
distinctly  visible  to  the  naked  eye ;  the  frustules  are  broadly  cu- 
neate,  with  two  conspicuous  puncta  at  the  upper  end,  and  two 
striae  extend  the  entire  length  of  the  frustide.  There  are  no 
pimcta  on  the  lateral  margins ;  the  lateral  surfaces  are  veiy  nar- 
row in  comparison  with  the  front,  much  more  so  in  fact  than  in 
any  of  the  preceding  species;  they  are  clavate  in  form  and  not 
striated. 

I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  Gomph,  majusculumj 
Harv.,  to  make  any  remarks  upon  it.  * 

Plats  XVIII.  fig.  10.  Gomphonema  paradoxwn, 

Analysis. 

{Lateral  surfaces  of  the  frustules  constricted  beneath  the 
apex  so  as  to  appear  urn-shaped  2 
Lateral  surfaces  not  urn-shaped    4 
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n   f  Fnutules  with  a  terminal  crest minutwn. 

'  \  Frustulei  not  crested     3 

(Forms  large  masses ;  frustules  large  without  terminal 
puncta     getninaium. 
Very  minute ;  frustules  minute  with  two  conspicuous 
terminal  puncta pohliaforme, 

^   r  Frustules  with  a  terminal  crest.... crUtatum. 

'  \  Frustules  not  crested 5 

-    f  Frustules  carved    minuiUiimum, 

'  \  Frustules  not  curved 6 

(Marine ;  lateral  surfaces  not  striated,  front  with  striae 
extending  from  the  terminal  puncta paradoxftm. 
Fresh  water;  lateral  surfaces  striated,  front  surfaces 
without  longitudinal  striae     7 

{Front  view  nearly  linear;  lateral  surfaces  lanceolate ...  dkhotomum. 
Front  view  broadly  cuneate ;  lateral  surfaces  obovate  or 
clarate    BtrkeUii. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  LEARNED  SOCIETIES. 

GEOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

Feb.  22, 1843. — ^A  paper  was  read  **  On  some  new  species  of  Fossil 
Chimseroid  Fishes,  with  remarks  on  their  general  affinities/'  by  Sir 
Philip  Grey  Egerton,  M.P.,  F.G.S. 

The  number  of  described  species  of  Chimaera— soft-boned  fishes 
of  singolar  forms — b  very  small,  whether  existing  or  extinct.  They 
were  first  recognised  in  a  fossil  state  by  Dr.  Buckland  in  1835. 
The  original  memoir  comprised  descriptions  of  four  species ;  two 
others  were  added  by  Professor  Agassiz.  The  list  was  soon  after- 
wards augmented  by  two  species  firom  the  Stonesfield  slate,  con- 
structed by  Dr.  Buckland  from  some  enigmatical  specimens  forwarded 
by  the  author  under  the  impression  that  they  had  some  resemblance 
to  the  subjects  he  was  engaged  upon.  A  ninth  species  came  from 
the  Caen  oolite.  A  tenth  has  been  described  by  Professor  Owen  in 
his  '  Odontography'  from  specimens  in  the  Hunterian  collection,  and 
Professor  Agassiz  has  named  an  eleventh  in  the  museum  of  Lord 
Enniskillen,  ^m  the  gault.  Sir  P.  Egerton,  in  the  present  memoir, 
doubles  the  number.  With  one  exception  he  founds  his  characters 
on  the  lower  jaws  of  the  animals,  avoiding  the  risk  of  ascribing  spe- 
cific differences  to  teeth  derived  from  one  and  the  same  species, 
varying  in  form  according  to  their  position  in  the  mouth. 

The  characters  of  the  new  species  are  as  follows  :-*- 

1.  C.  neglecta, — Maxillary  plate,  left  lower  jaw  :  length  6  lines ; 
depth  at  the  symphysis  2  lines ;  ditto  at  the  medial  angle  of  the 
dental  edge  3  lines ;  length  of  the  dental  edge  3^  lines ;  anterior 
division  of  ditto  1^  line ;  posterior  ditto  ditto  1|  line ;  length  of  the 
heel  2|  lines ;  exterior  convex ;  exposed  surface  slightly  furrowed ; 
base  expanded  and  vertically  striated ;  two  depressions,  the  anterior 
one  broad,  the  posterior  narrow  and  deep.  Stratum,  great  oolite : 
locality,  Stonesfield. 
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2.  C.  Bucklandi, — Maxillary  plate,  right  lower  jaw  (imperfect): 
length  2  inches  1  line  ;  depth  at  the  symphysis  1  inch  2  lines ;  ditto 
at  the  medial  angle  of  the  dental  edge  9  lines ;  length  of  the  dental 
edge  1  inch  6  lines  ;  anterior  division  of  ditto  1  inch ;  posterior  ditto 
mutilated ;  exterior  smooth  and  flat ;  inner  surface  rounded,  dimi- 
nishing in  diameter  towards  the  base;  symphysis  oblique  and 
rounded  ;  texture  dense.   Stratum,  great  oolite :  locality,  Stonesfield. 

3.  C,  psittacina.—  MaxiUary  plate,  right  lower  jaw:  length  S 
lines ;  depth  at  the  symphysis  4  lines  ;  ditto  at  the  medial  angle  of 
the  dental  edge  4  lines ;  length  of  dental  edge  4  lines ;  anterior 
division  of  ditto  1|  line;  posterior  ditto  2^ lines;  heel  3|  lines; 
exterior  flat,  marked  by  horizontal  undulating  bands  on  the  base, 
with  a  few  vertical  striae  near  the  heel ;  two  depressions,  broad  and 
shallow ;  anterior  outline  abruptly  curved  upwards  to  the  point 
Stratum,  great  oolite  :  locality,  Stonesfield. 

4.  C.  curvidens Maxillary  plate,  right  lower  jaw  :  length  I  inch; 

depth  at  the  symphysis  4  lines'^  ditto  at  the  medial  angle  of  the 
dental  edge  5  lines  ;  dental  edge  7  lines ;  anterior  division  of  ditto 
3  lines ;  posterior  ditto  ditto  4  lines ;  heel  3  lines ;  exterior  convex, 
curving  rapidly  inwards  to  the  symphysis ;  exposed  portion  invested 
with  a  thick  lustrous  enamelloid  coating,  3  lines  in  depth  at  the 
symphysis;  base  expanded  and  closely  striated ;  one  elongated  depres- 
sion near  the  heel ;  anterior  division  of  the  dental  edge  concave, 
posterior  ditto  straight.  Stratum,  great  oolite :  locality,  Stones- 
field. 

5.  C./alcata, — Maxillary  plate,  left  lower  jaw:  length  1  inch; 
depth  at  the  symphysis  3^  lines ;  ditto  at  the  medial  parts  of  the 
dental  edge  4  lines  ;  heel  4  lines ;  dental  edge  6  lines ;  tooth  elon- 
gated, falcate,  the  point  curved  upwards ;  base  shallow  anterioriy, 
expanded  and  traversed  by  a  broad  depression  near  the  heel ;  ver- 
tical striae  indistinct ;  horizontal  bands  broad  and  undulate ;  cutting 
edge  concave,  forming  a  single  curve  without  any  medial  angle  from 
the  point  to  the  heel.     Stratum,  great  oolite  :  locality,  Stonesfield. 

6.  C.  emarginata. — Maxillary  plate,  left  lower  jaw:  length  2  inches 
5  lines  ;  depth  at  the  symphysis  I  inch  8  lines ;  ditto  at  the  medial 
angle  of  the  dental  edge  1  inch  1  line ;  dental  edge  1  inch  7  lines ; 
anterior  division  1  inch  ;  posterior  division  7  lines  ;  heel  (mutilated) 
7  lines ;  exterior  flat,  marked  by  fine  vertical  striae ;  depression  at 
the  heel  circular,  deep  and  broad ;  dental  edge  deeply  indented  in 
the  form  of  two  semicircles ;  symphysis  straight.  Stratum,  great 
oolite :  locality,  Stonesfield. 

7.  C.  rugulosa, — Maxillary  plate,  left  lower  jaw  :  length  1  inch ; 
depth  at  the  symphysis  4  lines ;  ditto  at  the  medial  angle  of  the 
dental  edge  3  lines ;  dental  edge  6|  lines  ;  anterior  division  3  lines ; 
posterior  ditto  3|  lines ;  heel  3j  lines ;  exterior  rugose ;  one  strong 
depression  near  the  heel  striated  vertically ;  anterior  division  of  the 
dental  edge  concave ;  posterior  ditto  ditto  nearly  straight.  Inner 
surface :  triturating  tubercles  placed  very  obliquely.  Stratum,  great 
oolite :  locality,  Stonesfield. 

8.  C.  helvetica, — Maxillary  plate,  right  lower  jaw :  length  2  inches 
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5  lines ;  depth  at  the  83nDiphy8i8  1  inch  4  lines ;  anterior  division  of 
the  dental  edge  1  inch  4  lines ;  breadth  of  ditto  8  lines.  Hus  spe- 
cimen being  much  mutilated,  the  measurements  are  incomplete. 
It  approaches  more  nearly  to  C.  Mantelli  than  to  any  other  species. 
Stratum,  molasse  :  locality,  (Etmaringen,  canton  of  Argovie. 

9.  C.  Duteirii. — Maxillary  plate,  left  lower  jaw :  length  4  inches ; 
depth  at  the  s3naQphysis  2  inches  2  lines ;  breadth  of  ditto  7  lines  ; 
depth  at  the  medial  angle  of  the  dental  edge  2  inches  2  lines ;  dental 
edge  3  inches  6  lines ;  anterior  division  of  ditto  1  inch  8  lines ;  width 
of  ditto  8  lines ;  posterior  division  of  ditto  1  inch  8  lines.  This  tooth 
is  broad  and  strong ;  the  exterior  is  marked  with  indistinct  undu- 
lations ;  the  depression  at  the  heel  is  nearly  horizontal.  Inner  sur- 
face :  symphysis  rather  oblique ;  the  triturating  tubercles  broad,  and 
worn  down  less  obliquely  than  in  C.  T&wnsendi,  to  which  species  this 
most  nearly  approximates.  Stratum,  Kimmeridge  clay :  locality, 
Boulogne. 

10.  C.  Beaumonti.  —Maxillary  plate,  right  upper  jaw :  length  of 
the  outer  margin  3  inches  5  lines ;  length  of  the  inner  ditto  2  inches 
8  lines ;  breadth  at  the  base  1  inch  6  lines ;  depth  of  the  symphysis 
5  lines ;  breadth  of  the  principal  tubercle  6  lines  ;  the  upper  surface 
is  marked  by  a  deep  sulcus,  7  lines  in  width,  running  parallel  with 
the  symphysis ;  the  inner  surface  has  four  triturating  prominences, 
one  anterior,  two  basal,  and  one  intermediate.  Stratum,  Kimme- 
ridge clay :  locality,  Boulogne. 

1 1.  C.  Dufrenoyi. — Maxillary  plate,  left  lower  jaw:  length  2  inches 
4  lines ;  depth  at  the  symphysis  1  inch  1  line ;  ditto  at  the  medial 
angle  of  the  dental  edge  1  inch  4  lines ;  dental  edge  1  inch  5  lines ; 
anterior  division  of  ditto  7  lines ;  breadth  of  ditto  5  lines ;  posterior 
division  of  ditto  8  lines  ;  heel  1  inch ;  exterior  slightly  concave  and 
uneven  ;  inner  surface  contracts  rapidly  in  diameter  in  the  direction 
of  the  base  ;  anterior  tubercle  1  inch  6  lines  in  length  by  6  lines  in 
breadth,  placed  very  obliquely ;  posterior  tubercle  small  and  narrow. 
Stratum,  Kimmeridge  :  locality,  Boulogne. 

The  author  then  enters  into  a  detailed  comparison  of  the  fossil 
Chimaeroids  with  the  recent  genera  Chimecra  and  Callorhynchus,  and 
after  pointing  out  the  discrepancies  both  of  form  and  structure  which 
they  present,  suggests  the  propriety  of  withdrawing  them  from  the 
genus  Chimara,  under  which  they  have  hitherto  been  arranged. 
The  remainder  of  the  memoir  is  devoted  to  a  comparison  of  the  fossil 
species  with  each  other,  and  the  author  concludes  by  proposing  to 
class  them  under  three  genera,  as  shown  in  the  following  tabular 
arrangement. 

(1.)  Ischyodus  (Itrxys  robur,  odovs  dens). 

Two  intermaxillary  and  two  maxillary  plates  in  the  upper  jaw ; 
two  maxillary  plates  in  the  lower  jaw ;  intermaxillaries  tiiick  and 
strong,  truncated  more  or  less  obliquely  at  their  extremities.  Struc- 
ture :  horizontal  laminae  inclosed  by  parietes  of  coarse  fibrous  dentine. 

Upper  maxillaries :  triangular  plates  articulating  with  each  other 
and  the  intermaxillaries  on  the  medial  line  of  the  palate ;  upper  sur- 
face provided  with  a  deep  sulcus  parallel  to  the  S3rmphy8i8  for  attach- 
ment to  the  jaw  ;  under  surface  with  four  triturating  prominences, 
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one  in  advance,  one  on  the  outer  margin,  and  two  side  by  aide  ; 
the  base,  the  larger  one  occupying  the  inner  position ;  stractare  of 
the  tubercles  coarse  and  tubular ;  the  remainder  of  the  teeth  fibrous 
and  bony.  Lower  maxillaries :  large  and  broad,  formed  for  crdahing^ 
rather  than  cutting ;  two  tubercles,  one  at  the  heel,  the  other  in  ad- 
vance ;  symphysis  broad ;  the  base  invested  by  the  membrane  of  the 
mouth,  the  crown  by  a  coat  of  hard  enamelloid  dental  substance ; 
structure  of  the  anterior  angle  as  in  the  intermaxillaries,  of  the  re- 
mainder as  in  the  upper  maxillaries ;  position  of  the  plates  more  or 
less  oblique. 


SPECIES. 

STRATUM. 

LOCALITY. 

IscHYODUs,  Egerton, 

Agassizi,  Buck! 

Beaumonti,  Egert 

brevirostris,  Agass 

Bucklandi,  Egert 

CoUi.  Buckl.    

curvidens,  Egert 

Dutetrii,  Egert. 

Duvemoyi,  Egert 

Egertoni,  BuckL 

emarginatus,  Egert. .  . . 

falcatus,  Egert 

helveticus,  Egert 

ManteUi,  ^ticA/. 

neglectus,  Egert 

Oweni,  Bucki, 

psittacinus.  Egert.  .... 

rugulosus,  Egert 

Tessoni,  Buckl 

Townshendl,  Buckl.    . . 
Sedgwicki,  Agass 

Chalk-marl 

Kimmeridge  clay. . 
Gaidt 

Hamsey. 
Boulogne. 
Folkstone. 
Stonesfield. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 
Boulogne. 

Ibid. 
Shotover. 
Stonesfield. 

Ibid. 
Argovie. 
Lewes, 
Stonesfield. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 
Caen. 
Milton. 
Cambridge. 

Great  oolite 

ditto 

ditto; 

Kimmeridge  clay 
ditto 

ditto 

Great  oolite 

ditto 

Molasse   

Chalk 

Great  oolite 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Oolite 

Portland 

Greensand    

(2.)  Elasmodua  {iXatrfxa  lamina,  olovs  dens). 
Two  maxillary  and  two  intermaxillary  plates  in  the  upper  jaw  } 
Two  maxillary  plates  in  the  lower  jaw ;  lower  maxillury  thick  and 
strong ;  tubercle  single,  composed  of  a  dental  substance  resembling 
in  structure  a  tritor  of  Psammodus ;  in  advance  of  the  tubercle  the 
tooth  is  composed  of  several  series  of  laminse,  arranged  in  juxta- 
position and  inclined  downwards  and  outwards ;  behind  the  tubercle 
the  dental  edge  is  notched,  in  consequence  of  a  columnar  structure 
pervading  this  region  of  the  tooth.  The  outer  surface  is  enveloped 
by  a  coat  of  dentine. 


8PBC1K8. 

STRATUM. 

LOCALITY. 

Elasmodus,  Egerton. 

1.  Greenovi*,  Egert, 

2.  Hunterit,  Egert.  . . 

Loudon  clay. 

*  Chimflera  Greenovii,  Agatnz. 


t  Chiin«ra  Hunteri,  Ouwn. 
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A  single  specimen  in  the  Hnnterian  collection  aflfbrds  the  t]rpe  of 
a  third  genus. 

(3.)  Psaliodus  (i^aXif  forfex,  and  6^ovs  dens). 

Upper  jaw  ?  Two  maxillary  plates  in  the  lower  jaw.  Lower  max- 
illary like  Chim^era,  but  without  a  triturating  tubercle ;  structure 
homogeneous ;  outer  surfoce  reticulated.  Sp.  Psaliodus  compressus, 
£gerton.     It  is  supposed  to  be  from  the  London  clay. 

A  paper  was  read  "  On  the  Locomotive  and  Non-locomotiye  pow- 
ers of  the  Family  Crinoidea."     By  J.  C.  Pearce,  Esq.,  F.G.S. 

The  author  is  induced,  from  an  examination  of  the  various  modes 
of  attachment  among  the  Crinoidea,  to  separate  those  animals  into 
two  great  groups,  the  Non-locomotive  and  the  Locomotive.  The 
former,  when  once  attached  to  any  solid  substance  by  their  base  or 
foot,  were  immoveably  fixed ;  the  latter  possessed  the  power  of  grasp- 
ing with  the  foot  any  substance,  and  again  relaxing  their  hold  at 
pleasure.  The  non-locomotive  Crinoidea  he  subdivides  into  solid- 
footed  and  root-footed.  In  the  solid-footed  the  foot  is  formed  like 
an  irregular  cone  with  the  base  downwards,  and  is  composed  of  suc- 
cessive laminae,  which  envelope  the  inferior  part  of  the  column  and 
increase  in  number  as  the  animal  advances  in  age.  Tliis  base  or 
foot  is  generally  found  firmly  adhering  to  the  rock  in  the  fossil  state, 
although  specimens  are  sometimes  found  detached  which  appears  to 
have  been  caused  by  violence  during  life.  The  columns  of  all  the 
species  which  Mr.  Pearce  has  examined  are  very  short  and  destitute 
of  side-arms.  He  enumerates  Encrinites  moniliformis  from  the  Mus- 
chelkalk,  Apiocrinites  rotundus  from  the  Bradford  clay,  and  Cyatho- 
crinites  tuberculattis  from  the  Dudley  limestone,  as  examples  of  this 
group.  In  the  non-locomotive  root-footed  Crinoids  the  base  is  com- 
posed of  many  root-like  branches,  radiating  in  a  more  or  less  hori- 
zontal or  downward  direction  from  the  lower  part  of  the  column, 
each  branch  bifurcating  several  times  in  an  irregular  manner.  The 
branches  are  perforated  by  a  central  foramen,  and  appear  to  be  com- 
posed in  individuals  of  all  ages,  of  a  solid  calcareous  substance  in- 
capable of  motion. 

Mr.  Pearce  divides  his  locomotive  Crinoidea  into  two  sections. 
Branch-footed  and  Sucker-footed.  The  branch-footed  are  charac- 
terised by  the  organ  of  attachment,  or  foot,  being  composed  of  a 
number  of  jointed  branches,  in  some  species  simple,  in  others  bifur- 
cating, or  dividing  in  an  irregular  manner,  and  generally  terminating 
in  a  minute  blunt  point.  Each  joint  has  a  central  foramen,  and  is 
articulated  by  alternate  radiating  ridees  and  grooves,  admitting  of 
the  greatest  degree  of  flexibility,  forming  an  organ  which  the  autiior 
regards  as  well  adapted  to  crawl  along  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  or 
to  steady  the  animal  against  the  motion  of  the  water.  The  columns 
of  this  group  are  generally  furnished  with  side-arms,  extending  to  a 
greater  or  less  distance  from  the  foot,  and  sometimes  the  whole 
length  of  the  column.  Examples  are,  Apiocrinites  ellipticus  from  the 
chalk,  Pentacrinus  Briateus  from  the  lias,  Actinocrinites  tessellatus, 
Platycrinites  gigas,  and  several  undetermined  species  from  the  moun- 
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tain  limestone ;  also  Cyathocrinites  goniodactyltu,  and  several  unde- 
termined species  from  the  Dudley  limestone. 

The  sucker-footed  locomotive  Crinoids  have  the  column  destitute 
of  side-arms,  and  terminating  at  its  inferior  extremity  in  a  blunt 
point.  Mr.  Pearce  subdivides  them  into  Crinoide/orm  and  Comatm^ 
li/orm. 

The  following  table  exhibits  Mr.  Pearce's  views  of  the  classification 
of  the  family  Crinoidea. 


Fam. 


Group. 


Diyiuon. 


Subdivision. 


Genus. 


Species.         I 


Non-loco- J 
motive   1 


locomotive-^ 


Solid-footed    ., 

Root-footed 

Branch-footed.. 

Sucker-fboted  4 


Crinoideform 
Coroatuliform. 


Apiocrinites 
Encrinites 
Cvathocrinites 
Eugeniacrinites 

Cyathocrinites 

Apiocrinites 

Pentacrinus 

Actinocrinites 

Platycrinites 

Cyathocrinites 

Actinocrinites 

Apiocrinites 


rotnndus. 

moniliformis. 

tuberculatos. 

nutans. 

qmnqueangnlaris. 

rugosus. 

ellipticus. 

Briareus,  jim. 

tessellatus. 

goniodactylus. 

monilifonnjs. 

fusiformis. 


"  On  an  entirely  new  form  of  Encrinite  from  the  Dudley  Lime- 
stone."    By  J.  Chaning  Pearce,  Esq.,  F.G.S. 

The  fossUs  described  in  this  communication  were  discovered  by 
Mr.  John  Gray  of  Dudley.  Mr.  Pearce  regards  them  as  constitu- 
ting a  new  genus  which  he  proposes  to  name  Pseudocriniies,  inclu- 
ding two  species  both  having  "the  arms  and  fingers  inserted  in 
bands,  which  commence  just  above  the  column  and  pass  over  the 
plates  of  the  head  to  its  summit."  The  one  form  has  two,  the 
other  four  ranges  of  "  fingers."  They  resemble  each  other  in 
having  "  the  columns  at  their  superior  part  composed  of  rings,  gra- 
dually increasing  in  size  towards  the  head.  The  plates  of  the  head 
are  thin  and  broad,  and  marked  on  their  outer  surface  by  lines  of 
^owth,  and  radiating  ridges  resembling  the  plates  of  the  marsupite. 
They  are  also  furnished  with  four  orifices  of  a  lozenge  shape,  most 
singularly  inserted  in  the  plates  of  the  head,  and  their  arms  and 
fingers  are  exceedingly  short.  The  fingers  are  composed  of  two 
rows  of  bones,  each  bone  on  the  one  side  beiug  inserted  between 
two  of  the  opposite.  These  fingers  appear  to  be  placed  in  four  rows 
on  each  of  the  hands,  and  pass  off  from  the  head  in  a  radiating  di- 
rection, commencing  at  the  column  and  uniting  at  the  summit." 
Mr.  Pearce  names  the  first  species  Pseudocrinites  bifasciatus,  and  the 
second  P,  quadri/asciatus, 

"On  a  Fossil  Pine -forest  at  Kurrur-kurr&n,  in  the  inlet  of 
Awaaba,  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Australia,"  by  the  Rev.  W.  B. 
Clarke,  A.M.,  F.G.S. 

Awaaba  is  one  of  those  inlets  which  occur  at  frequent  intervals 
along  the  eastern  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  and  which,  from  their 
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sea-entrance  being  usually  narrow  and  blocked  up  with  drifted  sand, 
are  by  the  colonists  termed  "  Lakes.'*  Awaaba  is  called  Lake  Mac- 
quarrie,  and  is  the  largest  of  the  inlets  of  that  description  between 
Port  Stephen  and  Broken  Bay.  Its  sea-entrance  lies  fourteen  miles 
to  the  south  of  the  mouth  of  the  Hunter  river,  nearly  in  33^  south 
latitude. 


Tliis  inlet  occupies  a  portion  of  that  formation  of  conglomerate 
and  sandstone,  wiUi  subordinate  beds  of  lignite,  which  extends  from 
tlie  Hunter  river  southwards  towards  Brisbane  Water.  The  lignite 
constitutes  the  so-called  Australian  coal.  This  formation,  owing  to 
its  beds  along  the  shores  of  the  inlet  being  placed  horizontally,  and 
being  divid^  by  nearly  vertical  joints,  gives  rise  to  regular  lines  of 
'Ooast,  both  in  a  longitudinal  and  transverse  direction.  It  forms 
ak»ig  the  coast  a  high  range,  which,  except  at  the  entrance,  divides 
the  lake  from  the  sea.  Within  the  lake  a  series  of  extensive  bays, 
bounded  to  the  water's  edge  by  steep  clilTs,  run  out  like  fingers, 
far  up  into  the  country,  'fhe  water  of  the  inlet  is  for  the  most 
part  very  deep. 

On  the  western  side  of  the  lake,  and  nearly  opposite  its  sea- 
entrance,  a  promontory,  bounded  on  either  side  by  a  bay,  is  formed 
by  the  Urabeenba  mountain,  which  stretches  from  the  S.E.  to  the 
N.W„  and  in  the  latter  direction  ends  abruptly  in  a  lofty  but  not 
very  precipitous  escarpment :  this  sudden  termination  is  occasioned 
by  a  foult.  This  mountain  range  then  turns  to  the  W.,  and  after- 
wards to  the  S.W. ;  between  it  and  the  next  range  a  wide  valley 
intervenes. 

Ann.  Sf  Mag.  N.  Hist.   Vol  xii.    St^L  2  K 
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The  north-eastern  flank  of  the  north-western  extremity  of  dn 
range  swells  out  into  a  hill  of  low  elevation,  from  the  base  of  which 
to  the  water's  edge  a  low  flat  extends  ;  the  flat  is  about  fifty  yards 
broad,  and  is,  in  point  of  level,  within  a  foot  of  the  surface  of  the 
water ;  it  continues  along  the  base  of  the  slope  for  the  space  of  aboot 
half  a  mile :  it  is  called  by  the  aborigines  Kurrur-kurr&n.  To  the 
south  and  west  of  this  flat  the  slopes  of  the  mountain  come  down  to 
the  margin  of  the  lake.  The  surface  of  the  flat  is  composed  of  blax^ 
sandy  vegetable  mould,  and  of  detritus  thickly  interspersed  with  the 
roots  of  plants  and  grasses ;  trees  of  large  growth,  which  are  prin- 
cipally Eucalypti  and  Casuarinse,  together  with  some  others  of  smaller 
dimensions,  stand  at  intervals  upon  it,  and  grow  even  close  to 
the  water.  Beneath  the  alluvial  matter  the  rock  occurs  in  situ :  this 
is  a  sandstone,  which  is  for  the  most  part  of  a  compact  and  semi- 
crystalline  texture,  approaching  to  chert ;  its  strata  run  out  to  some 
distance,  at  a  small  depth  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  render 
the  lake  in  that  part  very  shallow. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  alluvial  flat,  stumps  and  stools  of 
fossilized  trees  are  seen  standing  out  of  the  ground,  and  one  can 
form  no  better  notion  of  their  aspect,  than  by  imagining  what  the 
appearance  of  the  existing  living  forest  would  be  if  the  trees 
were  all  cut  down  to  a  certain  leveL  In  the  lake  also,  where  it  ad- 
joins the  flat,  to  the  distance  of  from  80  to  200  feet  fix)m  the  shore, 
nimierous  points  are  seen,  like  those  of  a  reef  of  rocks,  just  peeping 
above  the  surface  of  the  water ;  these  points  are  the  fossilized  stools 
and  stumps  of  tree,  similar  to  those  which  are  found  on  shore.  The 
greater  part  of  these  stems,  both  of  those  on  land  and  in  water,  stand 
vertically ;  many  of  those  on  shore  have  remains  of  their  roots  in  the 
sandstone  rock  beneath  the  alluvial  matter ;  and  of  those  which  stand 
in  the  water,  one  at  the  distance  of  three  feet  from  the  shore  has 
portions  of  its  roots  imbedded  in  the  sandstone  on  which  it  rests. 
The  rock  immediately  round  the  roots  is  not  of  so  harsh  a  texture  as 
it  is  in  other  parts ;  in  it.  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  roots  which 
are  in  the  water,  there  appear  numerous  white  spots,  which  give  the 
stone  a  mottled  appearance  :  this  arises  from  a  midtitude  of  small 
cavities  which  contain  powdery  silex,  similar  to  what  is  often  founc' 
in  the  cavities  of  chalk-flints.  On  the  shore,  the  surface  of  the  rock 
near  the  stems  is  worn  into  a  number  of  little  holes,  which  are  owing 
to  the  decay  and  removal  of  this  powder.  Mr.  Clarke  sees  no  other 
explanation  of  these  specks,  than  that  they  mark  the  situation  of  the 
fibres  which  proceeded  from  the  roots.  The  roots  of  the  trees  are 
in  some  instances  surrounded  by  an  accumulation  of  sandy  rock, 
which  forms  a  mound  of  a  higher  level  than  the  rest  of  the  stratum. 
The  roots  do  not  descend,  so  far  as  has  been  ascertained,  very  far 
into  the  substance  of  the  rock,  nor  is  there  any  appearance  of  a 
dirt-bed.  The  stools  stand  from  two  to  three  feet  above  the  surface 
of  the  ground,  and  vary  from  two  to  four  feet  in  diameter ;  but  one  in 
the  lake  is  at  least  four  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water,  and  five  or  six 
feet  in  diameter.  In  several  of  the  stumps  fix>m  60  to  120  concen- 
tric rings  of  growth  may  be  counted  :  a  few  of  the  stools  are  hollow 
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in  the  centre,  but  others  are  solid  throughout :  the  wood  appears  to 
be  coniferous.  Veins  of  chalcedony  traverse  the  substance  of  the 
trunks  between  the  concentric  rings,  and  also  in  the  direction  of  the 
radial  lines. 

Many  of  the  stems  at  Kurrur-kurr^n  have  the  bark  adhering  firmly 
to  the  trunk,  and  the  bark  in  one  instance  was  of  the  thicloiess  of 
three  inches.  Its  appearance  in  one  or  two  cases  was  such  as  to 
show  that  it  had  been  partly  torn  from  the  tree  while  yet  standing, 
as  if  it  had  been  broken  down  and  the  bark  had  been  rent  by  the  fall. 

The  colour  of  the  substance  of  the  stems  within  varies  from  a 
greyish  white  to  a  clouded  grey,  but  their  surfaces,  when  exposed  to 
the  air,  have  become  yello^h  by  weathering ;  many  are  overgrown 
by  lichens,  and  have  then  ei^tly  the  appearance  of  the  stumps  of 
recent  trees.  The  upper  extremities  of  the  fossil  stumps  present 
clean  horizontal  sections,  which  shows  that  they  were  not  broken  off 
while  recent,  since  no  mode  of  fracturing  recent  pinewood  could  have 
occasioned  such  neat,  plain  and  paralkl  sections  as  the  summits  of 
these  stumps  exhibit. 

In  a  fragment  of  the  sandstone  from  the  base  of  one  of  the  fossil 
stumps,  the  silicified  impression  of  part  of  the  leaf  of  a  Glossopteris 
was  found. 

Immediately  below  the  flinty  stratum  in  which  the  trees  are  found 
is  a  bed  of  lignite;  above  the  level  at  which  the  trees  occur, 
there  are  found,  imbedded  in  the  sandstones  and  conglomerates, 
immense  quantities  of  broken  fragments  of  trees,  apparently  stripped 
of  their  boughs  and  branches.  These  fragments  are  generally  di- 
vested of  their  bark,  and  appear  to  have  been  drifted. 

Fossil  trees  are  found  in  this  formation  at  other  places,  and  nearly 
at  the  same  level  above  the  sea  as  at  Kurrur-kurran  ;  they  occur  in 
sandstone  simDar  to  that  of  Kurrur-kiurrdn,  at  the  southern  extre- 
mity of  the  Tirabeenba  mountain,  immediately  above  and  below  a 
bed  of  lignite.  At  the  spot  referred  to,  pits  have  very  recently  been 
opened  for  working  the  Ugnite,  at  the  level  of  about  four  feet  above 
the  surface  of  the  lake.  At  the  south  head  of  Reid's  Mistake,  which 
is  the  name  for  the  sea-entrance  to  the  inlet  of  Awaaba,  similar  beds 
of  sandstone  occur,  and  these  are  traversed  vertically  by  the  trunks 
of  trees,  while  other  trees  lie  horizontally  in  the  same  beds.  Lines 
of  division,  which  appear  to  be  owing  to  the  contraction  of  the  whole 
mass,  intersect  both  the  trees  and  their  matrix :  these  trees  are  found 
at  a  somewhat  higher  level  than  the  sea.  At  nearly  the  same  level 
in  Nirritinbali  (or  Mutton-bird  Island),  off  the  entrance  to  Awaaba, 
large  stools  and  stems  of  trees  occur  in  conglomerate,  which  conglo- 
merate reposes  on  beds  of  lignite.  Fossil  trees  are  also  found  in 
conglomerate  reposing  on  lignite  on  the  coast  north  of  the  entrance 
to  Awaaba,  at  Redhead,  at  Newcastle,  and  at  Nobby's  Island,  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Hunter  river.  At  Nobby's  Island  the  trees  lie  in  a 
pebbly  grit,  passing  into  conglomerate,  and  are  mineralized  by  hydrate 
of  iron  ;  they  are  from  10  to  150  feet  long.  At  none  of  the  above 
places,  however,  do  the  trees  occur  in  such  profusion  as  at  Kurrur- 
kurran. 
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Fragments  of  roots  and  of  the  bought  of  trees,  divested  of  their 
bark,  are  found  at  Munniwarr6e,  WoUogong  and  Mulibinbak,  im- 
bedded in  beds  of  sandstone  at  a  higher  level  than  the  beds  which 
contain  the  fossil  trees.  Similar  fragments  are  found  spread  over 
the  surface  at  Wollon  Hill,  at  Holworthy  Down,  and  elsewhere  in 
the  colony ;  it  is  probable  therefore  that  the  bed  of  sandstone  con- 
taining trees  in  a  vertical  position,  which  is  found  nearly  at  the  same 
level  above  the  sea  at  Kurrur-kurr&n  and  the  other  places  above- 
mentioned,  is  the  true  geological  position  of  that  ancient  forest  from 
which  the  enormous  quantities  of  the  fragments  of  wood  which  occur 
either  spread  over  the  surface,  or  imbedded  in  the  sandstone  above 
and  below  the  lignite,  have  been  derived. 

The  sandstones  of  this  formation,  and  in  this  vicinity,  have  been 
powerfully  affected  by  the  action  of  intrusive  rocks ;  they  are  tra- 
versed, at  Nobby's  Island  and  on  the  coast  near  Newcastle,  by  tivp 
dykes.  The  author  refers  to  the  *  Voyage '  of  Flinders,  page  131, 
for  an  accoimt  of  mineralized  fossil  wood  found  in  Bass's  Straits,  at 
Reservation  Island,  which  is  composed  of  granite  and  of  schist,  tra* 
versed  by  granite  veins  and  trap  dykes.  He  also  refers  to  the '  Tasma- 
nian  Journal,'  vol.  i.  p.  27,  for  an  account,  by  the  surgeon  of  H.M.S. 
Erebus,  Dr.  M'Cormick,  of  silicified  wood  found  in  association  with 
trap  rocks  in  Kerguelen's  Land ;  and  to  the  same  volume,  p.  24,  for 
an  account  by  Dr.  T.  D.  Hooker,  assistant-surgeon  to  H.M.S. 
Erebus,  of  fossil  wood  found  at  Macquarrie  plains,  in  Tasmania. 

The  author  infers,  firom  the  present  position  of  the  fossil  trees  at 
Kurrur-kurr&n,  that  the  land  must  have  been  alternately  depressed 
and  elevated.  He  makes  mention  in  the  course  of  his  paper  of  two 
beds  of  lignite,  one  above  the  bed  of  fossil  trees  and  one  below  it ; 
but  he  does  not  describe  the  relative  position  and  distance  of  theae 
two  beds. 

March  22. — ^A  paper  was  read  "  On  some  Pleistocene  Deposits  near 
Copford,  Essex,"  by  John  Brown,  Esq. 

The  order  of  the  component  beds  of  these  deposits  was  taken  firom 
a  cutting  made  for  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway.  The  lowest  bed 
noticed  consists  of  blue  clay,  which  the  author  refers  to  a  great 
detritic  accumulation  called  "till,"  and  which  occurs  extensively 
over  the  northern  portion  of  the  county  of  Essex.  The  till  varies 
considerably  in  character  and  composition ;  at  the  N.  extremity  of 
the  section  which  the  author  exhibited,  it  was  described  as  consist- 
ing of  a  stiff  tenacious  clay,  but  within  a  short  space  it  changed 
to  a  sandy  gravel,  containing  fishes'  teeth  and  corals  in  great  abun- 
dance :  the  rock  fragments  have  been  derived  from  basaltic  and  se- 
condary beds ;  the  latter  afforded  the  fossils  contained  in  the  follow- 
ing list,  for  the  identification  of  which  the  author  states  that  he 
has  been  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  de  C.  Sowerby.  Serpula  t^^Nna,  L.; 
S.  tfPtragona,  L. ;  S.  articulata,  G.  S. ;  8.  granukUm,  C. ;  Terekraivk 
rigida,  U.  Ch. ;  T.pisum,  Ch.  M. ;  7.  striatmla,  L.  Ch. ;  GryplkBa  m- 
coroa,  L. ;  G.  dilataU,  K.  C. ;  Inoceramus^C;  Jvicula  intequivalvis,  L.; 
Sxogyra  virgula,  K.  C. ;  Crania  striata,  C. ;  P^Uicipes  maxiwma,  C. ; 
Ammoniie$  Leachii,  K.  C. ;  A.  atmulahts,  L. ;    A.  dentatw,  G. ;    A, 
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9pim^8Ui,  K.  C. ;  A,  $0rratus,  O.  C. ;  Belemmtes  acutU9,  L. ;  B.pUtU- 
iiformis,  L. ;  LUtorma  carinata,  G.  S. ;  Pentacrinites  bagaltiformh,  L. ; 
Mncriniles  wumili/ormi$,  O .  The  remains  of  fishes  were,  Otodus  appen- 
diculatuf,  G. ;  GtUeut  pristodontus,  C. ;  Noiidanus  prisiis,  C. ;  Odan- 
tiupU  rkapkiodoH,  C;  Hybodus,  U.  O.,  which  were  determined  for  the 
author  by  Mr.  S.  P.  Woodward. 

The  Pleistocene  deposit  at  the  Copford  brick-field  consists,  in  an 
ascending  order,  of  a  bed  of  black  vegetable  matter,  or  peat,  from 
six  inches  to  one  foot  in  thickness,  resting  immediately  upon  the 
"  till :"  from  this  stratum  the  foUowing  shells  were  procured,  which 
-were  named  for  the  author  by  Mr.  S.  P.  Woodward  : — Vertigo  pa- 
lustris ;  V,  edentula ;  V.  pusiUa ;  V,  pygmea ;  F.  mbstriata  ;  Azeca 
tridens ;  Acme  fusca ;  Carychiwn  minimum ;  Zua  luhrica  ;  Ciaueiiia 
rolpkH ;  CI.  nigricans ;  C7.  bidene  \  Succinea  pfeifferi ;  8,  putris ; 
Aplexus  kypnorum ;  Limnius  palustrie ;  L,  truncatulus ;  Planorbis 
spirorbis ;  P.  vortex ;  Pisidium  pusillum ;  Helix  nemoralis ;  H.  kor- 
tensis ;  H.  arbustorum ;  H,  lapicida  ;  H.  ru/escene ;  H,  hispida ;  H, 
pulchella ;  H,  lamellata ;  H,  epinuloaa ;  H,  fulva  ;  Zonites  rotunda- 
tus ;  Z,  ruderata  ;  Z.  cellariue ;  Z.  radiatulue  ;  Z.  nitidulue ;  Z,  lu- 
ridus ;  Z,  crystallinus ;    Pupa  anglica ;   P.  umbilicata ;  P.  marginata. 

Above  the  peat  is  a  bed  of  clay  and  detritus  about  one  foot  thick, 
containing  many  of  the  land  and  freshwater  shells  cited  above ;  next 
above  this  is  a  second  layer  of  peat  with  shells. 

At  the  southern  extremity  of  the  author's  section,  the  order  of  the 
beds  was  as  follows : — 1.  Diluvial  clay,  3  feet.  2.  White  sand  with 
shells,  3  feet.  3.  White  calcareous  marl  with  shells,  together  with 
the  bones  of  the  elephant,  ox  and  deer.  4.  Peat  with  shells  (  Vol- 
vata  piecinalie),  6  inches.    5.  Blue  clay  with  freshwater  shells. 

The  author  suggests  that  this  deposit  is  the  bed  of  an  ancient 
pond,  which  occupied  a  depression  on  the  surface  of  the  till. 


ZOOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

Feb.  14, 1843.— William  Yarrell,  Esq.,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chwr. 

Mr.  Gould  exhibited  and  characterized  the  following  two  new 
species  of  Birds,  fiom  the  collection  formed  by  Capt.  Sir  Edward 
Belcher,  R.N.,  during  the  voyage  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  *  Sulphur.' 

Ptbroolossus  krythropygius.     Pt,  vertice,  facie,  mento,  et  dorso 
superiore  nitid^  virescenti-nigris ;  alis  cauddque  sordid^  JuscC' 
scenti'Viridibus ;  dorso  in/eriore,  uropygio,  et  cauda  tectricibus 
splendidh  sanguineis ;  corpore  in/eriore  flavo,  pectore  superiore 
sanguineo  tincto,  in/eriore  vittd  coioribus  nigro  et  sanguineo  com- 
mixtis,/asciato. 
Cro^Ti  of  the  head,  sides  of  the  face,  chin,  and  upper  part  of  the 
back  shining  greenish  black ;  wings  and  tail  dull  brownish  green  ; 
lower  part  of  the  back,  rump,  and  upper  tail-coverts  shining  blood- 
red  ;  under  surface  yeUow,  stained  on  the  chest  with  blood-red,  and 
crossed  on  the  breast  by  a  band  of  mingled  black  and  blood-red ;  bill 
bordered  at  the  base  by  a  narrow  line  of  dull  white ;  the  remainder 
of  the  bill  yellowish  horn  colour,  with  a  broad  stripe  of  black  along 
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the  upper  maodible  near  the  cottiiig  edge,  and  the  tip  of  the  vnder 
mandible  black ;  feet  greenish  black. 

Total  length.  18  inches;  biU,  5 ;  wing,  6^ ;  tail,  7^ ;  tarsi,  1^. 

PtKEOCLBS  PERSONATU8.  Pt.  plwmis  a  bost  rostri,  usque  tid  oemlos^ 
intense  nigris;  capitis  reliquis  partibus,  coQo,  et  pectore  aremmceQ- 
cervinis,  non  sime  tincturd  vinosd  ad  basim  colli;  dorso  vtMOta- 
fusco  ;  caudle  tectricibus  pallid^ /uscis,  notis  trreguUtribus  cervimis 
per  plumas  in  lineis  obliquis  ortUmatis,  crebr^  guitatis. 

Fttmina  facie  nigrd  caret. 

Male. — Feathers  sorroonding  the  base  of  the  bill,  as  far  as  the 
eyes,  deep  velvety  black ;  remainder  of  the  head,  as  well  as  the  neck 
and  chest,  sandy  baff,  tinged  with  vinons  at  the  base  of  the  neck, 
both  above  and  below ;  back  vinous  brown ;  wings  sandy  buff,  the 
coverts  tipped  with  dark  brown,  which  colour  forms  three  semicir- 
cular fascise  across  the  wing ;  primaries  and  secondaries  dark  brown, 
the  latter  marked  irregularly  with  sandy  buff  on  the  basal  half  of 
their  outer  margins ;  rump  and  upper  taU-coverts  light  brown,  with 
numerous  irregular  marks  of  buff,  arranged  in  oblique  lines  down 
the  length  of  the  feathers ;  tail-feathers  deep  brown,  crossed  on  their 
outer  webs  with  decided,  and  on  the  inner  with  irregular,  bars  of  buff, 
all  the  feathers  largely  tipped  with  huffy  white,  all  the  under  sur- 
face  crossed  with  small  bars  of  dark  brown,  light  brown,  and  buff; 
under  tail-coverts  sandy  buff. 

The  female  differs  in  not  having  the  black  fiEU^,  in  having  all  the 
upper  as  well  as  the  under  surface  of  the  body  barred,  like  the  latter 
part  in  the  male ;  the  wings  numerously  barred  with  brown,  and  the 
under  tail-coverts  sandy  red. 

Total  length,  13  inches ;  bill,  | ;  wing,  8| ;  tail,  4 ;  tarsi,  1. 

Mr.  Fraser  laid  before  the  Meeting  eight  new  species  of  Birds 
from  Western  Africa,  which  he  thus  characterizes : — 

CoLLURio  Smithii.  ColL  supern^  fdger,  plurms  scapularibus,  guttd 
apud  primarias,  secundariarum  nonnullarum  apicibus  sic  et  cor- 
pore  subtHs,  rectricumque  caud€B  quatuor  extemarum  apicibus 
albis;  rostro  pedibusque  nigris. 

Long.  tot.  8  poll. ;  rostri,  f ;  alse,  3^ ;  caudse,  4| ;  tarsi,  f . 

Hob.  Cape  Coast. 

This  speHes  is  named  in  honour  of  Dr.  Smith,  the  author  of  the 
*  Illustrations  of  the  Zoology  of  South  Africa.' 

Drymoica  mbntalis.  Drym.  suprhfusca,  primariis  ad  marginem 
pallidioribus,  subtils  rufescens^fronte  genisque  ru/o-castaneis,  guid 
et  lined  angustd  superciliari  albis ;  lined  angustd  nigrd  inter  gulwn 
albam,  genasque  castaneas;  caudd? ;  rostri  mandibuld  superiore 
nigrd,  in/eriore  corned;  tarsis  flavis. 

Long.  tot.  ?  poU. ;  rostri,  | ;  alae,  2| ;  caudse,  ? ;  tarsi,  I. 

Hab.  Accra. 

Drtmoica  Strangbi.  Drym,  suprd  fusca,  strigd  sttperciliari  et 
corpore  subtils  albis ;  rectricibus  cauda  subtils  saturate  cinereis, 
guttd  nigrd  prop^  apices,  apicibus  albis. 

Long.  tot.  5^  poU. ;  rostri,  |;  alae,  4| ;  caudse,  2;  tarsi,  1. 

Hab,  Accra. 
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"  I  have  ventured  to  name  this  species  after  Lieut.  J.  N.  (now 
Commander)  Strange,  R.N.,  to  whom  I  was  indebted  for  kindness 
and  assistance  throughout  the  whole  term  of  the  expedition." 

Dbymoica  lateralis.     Drym,  suprdjusca,  lateribus  cinerascenti- 
bus,  subtks  aiba,  /emoribus  rufis,  rectricibm  cattda  subtiU  satu- 
rat^  cinereis,  guttd  tdgrdpropt  apices,  apicibus  albis. 
Long.  tot.  5^  poll. ;  rostri,  f ;  alse,  2^ ;  caudse,  2 ;  tarsi,  |. 
Hab,  Cape  Pabnas. 

Differt  a  Drym.  Strangei  corpore  suprk  saturatiore,  lateribus  cine- 
reis,  caud^  magis  gradat&,  cum  colore  albo  apical!  magis  circum- 
scripto,  et  obscuriore. 

Dbymoica  ruficapilla.     Drym,  (J  vertice  ru/o,  corpore  suprct  m- 
iurat^fusco,  corpore  ioto  inferior e  et  guld  albis,  dimidio  femorum 
inferiore  rufo;  caudd  ut  in  D.  laterali,  at  magis  gradatd;  rostro 
nigro. 
Long.  tot.  6|  poU. ;  rostri,  4 :  <^*  ^h  >  caudse,  2| ;  tarsi,  J. 
Hab.  River  Ntln,  Western  Africa. 

This  species  differs  from  others  of  the  genus  here  described  in 
having  the  white  of  the  under  parts  extending  to  the  nostrils,  a  ru- 
fous crown  to  the  head,  and  a  black  beak.  It  was  shot  near  the 
mouth  of  the  above-mentioned  river  in  the  month  of  August. 

Drtmoica  bufa.     Drym,  svprd,  rufa,  subths  sordid^  flava,  rostro 

tarsisque  flavis, 
Hab.  River  Quorra,  opposite  Iddah, 

Drtmoica  bufooulabis.  Drym,  $  suprd/uliginos^/tisca,  levithr 
viridi  tincta;  guld  pectoreque  rufescentibus  ;  abdomine,  tectricibus 
alarum  inferioribus  et  caudd  utringue  rectricibus  tribus  externis 
albis ;  rostro  suprd  nigro,  subttls  flavo ;  tarsis  carneis,  iridibus 
pallida  ru/escenti-fuscis. 
Long.  tot.  3f  poll. ;  rostri,  ^ ;  alse,  1| ;  caudse,  1^ ;  tarsi,  {• 
Hab,  Clarence,  Fernando  Po. 

Dbymoica  ubopygialis.  Drym.  suprcifusca,  singulis  plumis  paU 
lidiore  marginatis,  strigd  superciliari  et  corpore  subtits  albis,  late- 
ribus  et  /emoribus  levithr  rufo-lavatis,  uropygio  subru/o ;  caudd 
saturate  fused,  fascid  perpallidk  rufd,  alterd  nigrd,  et  apice  albo, 
rostro  fusco,  tarsis  flavis. 
Long.  tot.  4  poU. ;  rostri,  ^  ;  alse,  2  ;  caudse,  1^  ;  tarsi,  f . 
Hab.  Accra. 

A  series  of  Shells  were  laid  before  the  Meeting,  upon  which  Mr. 
Hinds  observed  that  they  constituted  the  first  portion  of  a  collection 
which  it  is  proposed,  from  time  to  time,  to  bring  under  the  notice  of 
the  Society.  The  collection  was  made  by  Captain  Sir  Edward  Bel- 
cher, R.N.,  C.B.,  during  the  late  voyage  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
•  Sulphur,'  aided  by  the  cooperation  of  Mr.  Hinds,  the  surgeon  of 
the  vesseL    The  following  descriptions  are  by  Mr.  Hinds : — 

Tbichotbopis  cancellata.  Tri,  testd  oblongd;  an/ractibus  senis, 
rotundatis,  costatis,  valdh  cancellatis ;  costis  setosis;  anfractu 
ultimo  infrd.  subplanulato ;  suturd  profundd ;  aperturd  rotundatd, 
ad  basin  truncatd;  umbilico  parvo  lineari,  labio  inferno  firl  oc- 
culto.     Axis  8  lin. 
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Mob.  Sitka«  North-west  America.  Dredged  in  the  harbour  from 
a  sandy  bottom,  in  from  five  to  seven  fa&ioms,  together  wHIi  7*. 
inermis. 

Shell  oblong,  the  spire  more  produced  than  in  T,  bicarinata ;  the 
whorls  separated  by  a  deep  suture,  profoundly  cancellated ;  many- 
keeled,  and  furnished  on  the  lines  of  the  striae  of  increase  with  nu- 
merous short  bristles  at  regular  intervals.  The  aperture  is  rounded, 
and  truncated  at  the  base ;  the  canal  so  short  as  scarcely  to  exist. 
Umbilicus  small,  and  somewhat  concealed  by  the  inner  lip,  which  is 
slightly  developed. 

Three  specimens  are  in  the  collection,  and  one,  being  a  dead  shell 
and  deprived  of  its  epidermis,  shows  very  distinctly  the  deep  cancel- 
lation of  the  whorls.  A  single  specimen,  and  larger  by  two  lines,  is 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Cuming,  who  obtained  it  with  some  shells 
from  the  north-west  coast  of  America,  the  measurement  of  which  I 
have  adopted. 

Trichotbopis  inermis.     7W.  testd  ovatd,  soliduld;  anfractibus 
quatemis  rotundatis,  multicostatist  hngitudinaliter  lavissimk  gtri- 
atia;  costulis  8ub€equalibu8,planulatis,  inermibus;  aperturd  oblongd^ 
canali  brevi  desinente ;  utnbilico  mediocri ;  labia  intemo  producto. 
Axis  7i  lin. 
Hab.  Sitka,  North-west  America.  In  company  with  the  preceding. 
In  shape  and  outline  this  shell  approaches  T,  borealis.     It  will  be 
readily  distinguished  from  any  hitherto  known  species  by  the  absence 
of  armature  on  the  epidermis,  in  which  we  lose  sight  in  the  instance 
before  us  of  one  of  the  characters  of  the  genus.     The  whorls  are 
rounded  and  separated,  as  in  the  other  species,  by  a  deep  suture. 
The  last  whorl  is  remarkable  for  the  strong  ridges  which  it  bears  at 
rather  distant  intervals,  marking  the  termination  or  commencement 
of  the  periodical  stages  of  growth. 

In  the  method  of  formation  of  the  canal  there  is  a  close  affinity  in 
this  shell  to  some  Cancellaria,  particularly  in  the  angular- mouUied 
species,  and  the  affinity  is  extended  to  the  character  of  Uie  whorls  and 
their  connexion  by  the  suture. 

Trichotropis  flavida.  Tri.  testd  oblonad,  tenui;  spird  elatd; 
anfractibus  septenis  tricostatis,  ultimo  it^fernb  quadricostato  ;  ejn^ 
dermide  pallid^  corned  indutd;  aperiurd  angulatd,  ad  basin  oblwuk 
truncatd;  canali  brevissimo  ;  utnbilico  parvo,  lineari.     Axis  8  fin. 

Hab, ? 

Allied  to  71  cancellata,  but  is  a  more  delicate  and  elongated  shell ; 
and  the  epidermis,  though  having  some  shreds  attached  to  it,  is 
destitute  of  the  bristled  armature.  A  single  specimen  is  in  the  col- 
lection of  Mr.  Cuming,  without  any  history. 

Typhis  quauratus.  Typ.  testd  subquadratd,  fused  vel  albidd,  Uneis 
pallidis  transversis ;  quadrifariam  varicosd;  varicibus  crassis, 
acutis,  ad  spiratn  commixtis,  supern^  nodulosis,  in  spinis  appressis 
desinentibus ;  tubulis  subrectis  vel  deorsitm  inclinatis;  canali  me- 
diocri lateralis  Axis  11  lin. 
Ha^,  Gulf  of  Nicoya  and  the  Bay  of  Guayaquil.  Dredged  from  a 
muddy  bottom  in  from  seven  to  eighteen  fathoms. 
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Allied  to  TyphiB  Sowerbii,  but  dLstinguiahed  from  it  by  its  •quatiBh 
Bhape,  thick  and  nodulouB  varices,  closely  tppreseed  spines,  and  the 
decided  lateral  direction  of  the  canal. 

Typhis  arcuatiis.     T^p.  testd  corned, /usi/ormi ;  quadri/ariam  ro- 

ricosd ;  varicibus  arcuatis,  inetmibus,  ad  apiram  bewik  distinctis, 

supern^  in  tubulis  desineniibus  ;  iubuiis  complanatis,  ascendentibus; 

canali  mediocri  recurvo.     Axis  5^  lin. 

Hab.  Cape  of  Good  Hope.     Dredged  on  the  L'Ag^ulhas  Bank  in 

6Y>m  forty  to  fifty-fonr  fathoms. 

Shell  hisiform,  of  a  horn- colour ;  the  varices  arcuate,  terminating 
in  the  tube,  and  ascending  the  spire  even  to  the  apex,  giving  it  a 
pyramidal  shape.  The  character  of  the  bowed  spineless  varices  it 
peculiar,  and  altogether  it  is  a  very  distinct  species. 

Typhis  nitbns.     Typ.  teatd  ovali,  albidd,  lavigatd,  nitidd  ;  quadri* 
fariam  varicosd;  varicibua  acutis  in  spinis  excentricis  desinentibua  ; 
tubulis  rectis;  canali  brevi  recurvo.     Axis  4  lin. 
Hob.  Straits  of  Macassar,  Indian  Archipelago.      Dredged  from 
among  gravel  and  coral  in  eighteen  fathoms. 

Looking  from  the  apex,  the  spines  and  tubes  will  be  seen  to  be 
disposed  in  an  elegant  spiral  manner  about  the  spire.     It  is  the  first . 
species,  as  far  as  I  am  acquainted,  that  has  hitherto  been  found  in 
the  Indian  seas,  and  is  at  the  same  time  the  smallest  yet  recorded. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

ON  THE  MICB08COFB.       MEANS  OF  REMEDYING  THE  DEFECT  OF 
artificial  light.       by  J.  W.  GRIFFITH,  MD.,  F.L.S.  * 

It  must  have  been  repeatedly  noticed  by  microscopic  observers  of 
any  experience,  that  the  only  agreeable  time  for  making  minute  ob« 
servations  is  during  daylight,  and  that  examinations  made  at  this 
time  only  can  be  relied  on.  The  pure  white  daylight,  furnished  by 
reflection  of  the  sun's  rays  from  large  floating  cumuli,  is  that  which 
best  illuminates  microscopic  objects ;  whilst  the  orange  or  reddish- 
yellow  light  of  a  lamp  or  candle  wearies  the  eye  incomparably 
more  than  the  softness  of  daylight.  There  is  also  a  marked  glare 
with  candle  or  lamplight :  this  is  very  annoying  to  most  observers ; 
so  much  so  as  to  compel  many  to  use  the  microscope  by  daylight 
alone,  which  few  can  have  the  opportunity  of  doing.  To  remedy 
this  defect  of  artificial  light,  by  showing  the  method  of  rendering  it 
as  white  as  daylight,  is  the  object  of  the  present  communication. 

The  imperfections  of  lamp  or  candlelight  appear  to  me  to  arise 
mainly  from  two  causes :  1st,  its  being  monochromatic ;  2ndly,  the 
colour  in  excess  being  that  which  is  most  intensely  luminous,  viz. 
yellow.  The  first  renders  us  totally  unable  to  appreciate  colour ; 
the  second  causes  a  very  unpleasant  and  injurious  glare.  It  oc- 
curred to  me  that  these  might  be  overcome  from  the  following  con- 
siderations. 

It  is  well  known,  that  by  the  combination  of  a  certain  colour  form- 

♦  From  the  Medical  Gazette,  for  Nov.  25,  1843. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


482  Miscellaneous. 

ed  by  the  mixture  of  those  existing  in  one  portion  of  the  spectram 
with  that  formed  from  the  mixture  of  those  remaining,  that  white 
light  is  produced.  The  two  colours  formed  by  these  combinations, 
each  consisting  of  that  colour  which  the  other  requires  to  compoee 
white  light,  are  called,  for  that  reason,  complimentary  to  each  otiier. 
AU  we  have  to  do,  then,  to  render  a  reddish-yellow  light  white.  Is  to 
mix  with  that  colour  the  complimentary  one.  The  colour  must  irary 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  light  and  the  quality  of  the  combus- 
tible :  if  the  light  be  reddish,  a  pale  green  glass,  in  addition  to  the 
blue,  will  be  requisite.  The  readiest  mode  of  ascertaining  the  pro- 
per tint  is  to  fit  the  polariscope  to  the  microscope ;  then  to  place  in 
the  stage  some  crystallized  salts  belonging  to  any  other  system  than 
the  cubic ;  next  to  arrange  the  analyzer  and  polarizer  so  that  their 
planes  of  polarization  are  at  right  angles :  by  examining  thus  several 
crystalline  specimens,  a  portion  may  be  always  found  which  is  of  ex- 
actly the  same  colour  as  that  of  the  flame  (which  must  be  found  out 
by  comparison)  ;  by  then  turning  round  the  analyzer,  so  that  the 
planes  of  polarization  become  parallel,  the  complimentary  blue  tint 
will  be  found,  and  a  piece  of  glass  of  this  colour  will  be  the  requisite 
one. 

In  applying  this  principle  to  the  illumination  of  microscopic  ob- 
jects, I  found  that  by  passing  the  light,  in  its  passage  from  the  can- 
dle or  lamp,  through  a  piece  of  deep-blue  glass,  I  could  render  the 
light,  as  I  had  anticipated,  perfectly  colourless.  By  this  light  bodies 
can  be  examined  by  night  with  the  same  perfection  and  accuracy  as 
in  daylight,  without  that  fatigue  occasioned  by  the  monochromatic 
light ;  moreover,  colours  are  distinctly  recognised. 

The  modes  of  applying  this  contrivance  are  numerous :  a  sub- 
stance soluble  in  tallow,  and  supplying  the  requisite  tint  during  com- 
bustion, may  be  added  in  the  formation  of  candles ;  or  another  head 
may  be  added  to  the  illuminator  of  opake  objects,  and  a  plate  of  glass 
of  the  proper  colour  fixed  in  it,  this  being  placed  as  near  the  light  as 
possible,  and  between  it  and  the  mirror  of  the  microscope.  Again, 
a  piece  of  the  coloured  glass  may  be  fixed  in  the  condenser  ordina- 
rily used  for  transparent  objects,  or  the  lamp-glass  itself  may  be  made 
of  the  requisitely  coloured  material.  The  ftiethod  of  effecting  this 
properly  is  to  select  the  coloured  glass  by  daylight,  illuminating  the 
microscope  by  a  candle  or  lamp,  and  then  placing  the  glass  between 
the  light  and  the  mirror ;  the  field  will,  if  the  glass  be  of  a  proper 
colour,  appear  of  the  same  tint  as  the  cloud  light. 

[We  are  informed  by  our  correspondent,  that  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  objects  for  the  microscope  in  the  liquid  state,  a  solution  of 
Canada  balsam  in  sulphuric  eether,  of  such  a  state  of  viscidity  as  is 
just  sufficient  to  allow  it  to  be  laid  on  with  a  pen  or  stick,  has  an- 
swered better  than  any  of  the  means  published  in  his  former  paper*. 
Another  very  excellent  mode  is  using  gold-size  and  white  lead ;  this  is 
an  excellent  compound  for  the  same  purpose. — ^En.  Ann,  Nat.  Hist.'] 

*  Page  113  of  the  present  volume. 
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Adamantine  Spar,  India,  Piedmont,  Is.  to  I2s. 
Adhesive  Slate,  France,  6d.  to  Is. 
Adularia,  Tyrol,  Switzerland,  Is.  to  lOs. 
Aeschynite,  Ural,  4*9«  to  £1. 
Aerolite,  various  localities,  Ss.  to  £10* 
Agalmatolite,  China,  Is.  to  4«« 
Agaric  Mineral,  Silesia,  6d.  to  3^. 
Agate,  Rhine,  Saxony,  &c«,  6(L  to  5s* 
Alabaster,  Italy,  Is.  to  2s. 
Alalite,  Piedmont,  Is.  to  4s. 
Albine,  Bohemia,  is.  to  4«« 
Albite,  Silesia,  Tyrol,  &o.  Is.to^. 
Allagite,  Harz,  Is.  to  2s.  6d. 
AUanite,  Sweden,  2s.  to  Ss. 
Allochroite,  Saxony,  Is.  to  2s. 
Allomorphite,  Thurineia,  2s.  to  4«. 
Allophane,  Saxony,  Nassau,  Is.  to  Ss. 
Almandine,  India,  Tyrol,  Is.  to  6s. 
Aluaudite,  France,  siir.  to  10«. 


Arsenic*  native,  Sa: 
Arsenical  Antimon< 
■  Bismuth,^ 

.  Iron,  Saift 

Nickel,  IS  ^ 

Pyrites,  f 

Silver,  H* 

Asbestus,  Tyrol,  1^_ 
Asparagus  Stone,  1^. 
Asphalt,  Franc^  Sv 
Atacamite,  Chili,  W* 
Augite,  Bohemia,  V^ 
Automolite,  Swedei  J 
Avanturine,  Saxoni^ 
Axinite,  Cornwall,  ^ 
Babingtonite,  Norw 
Baikalite,  Siberia,  ^ 
Barytes,  Sulphate  (\, 

,  Carbonatei* 

Barytocalcite,  CumJ^ 
Barytostrontianite,  . 
Batrachite,  Tyrol,  i; 
Berthierit^  Saxony^  [ 
Beryll,  common,  B^^* 


a 


L^ad,  Clinib«iktod»  SI.  «0  4 
a,  U.  to  2s. 
FkiAcey  1#«  to  2». 
dfttoGi. 
ar3r,Sir«doii>VdMivlU8,Uti 

.  #.  to  «t. 
!%  Is.  to  2«. 
-H  BaraiUM  Bir^Am$  SsM 

luisylTidiiBi  4««  to  AU 

dmo         4«»  to  £1. 

B:  ditto        Al  to  £9.    . 

ia,  lOA  to  M» 
J[uiig»iy»  8«i  to  lOit 
|ll,  Si.  to  10p4 
*Up9^  Is*  to  8»i 

J  !#•  to  Ss* 
r^d>  Viiutiui,  8#.  to  lOf. 

yn>l>  St.  to  lif« 
v^Saaraiy)  Coniwdl»fi«<  to  i 

Hotvmi  ftttOtiy,  l#..to  8i» 
^ria»  IiNBkfid,  1«»  to  10f4 
1  Piedmont,  fir^  to  6«* 
ru  ldibck|NorWay«lk(^  l«*to 
floured,  EUn^  Amerioa, 

}Vttri«y  SwtfdeO)  1«.  to  4#* 

^2*.  to  8* . 

'L2s.U}6s. 

^>.to6«. 

fBohtmiBy  It.  to  8«« 

^^Dohemia^  St.  to  6t« 

f^Bohconiay  It.  to  Ss* 

^er8il^  2t»  to  6t. 

-;-,U)  Stoony,  It*  to  lOt. 
*^,  Bohemia^  It*  to  St. 
rj^l  to  £3* 
"^  Scotland,  it.  to  Al . 
/j^,  Sweden,  fit.  to  3t. 
'^^^.  to  4>t« 
^tt»9  4t.  to  lOt. 
>^   Norway,  ftc.  It.  to  10t» 
''^^.  to  6s» 
I'^gia,  2t«  to  45tk 
^^j^ohemia,  It.  to  6t. 

t  l#.to4t. 
t^TQi  Saxony,  6t.  to  £2. 

^^.toeti 


•ti  01  -pg  **o^*^  ^ 


yg  'wsans  ^^IH  *^'" 


*tiei" 
•tl  01  719  *n«flBC^  tjejnqdins 


^^#.  to 


toBi. 


^-Qk^A 


•ti  01  -^9  ^ti9i9€p        ;;     ' 

•tl  01  W  *3J^  aiBqdpig 
•»l  ^aiiuio^iig 

•tt  01  -og  'wsans  W!««l^w«S 

•ti  01  'pg  *-035H>P»«^I!« 

•tl  01  -M  ^AfffM  ptiBP«w>ttflTOS 

•tl  01  -po  '\ofil  '^VWV^S 

'99  01  -^rfSjaqiuaig 

•tl  0|  •«  *^l?«a»S 

VI  ^noJHBig 

•tx  o^^ranpodg 

bminanidg 

•f  I  01  *p9  'duiof^  *aaaqdg 

ft  01  *p9  JPfsoaaBqdg 

♦tr  01  ^pg  «Xa<3^irw»qdg 

•tl  01  W  ^wmJi jj  J«l«09dg 

•ti  ^IB^^IMoe 

'  'tl  Olfe-^^^^^Og 

i  *oin«pog 

'ipox  H»«A«g  %Bn  .»^aoi8dBos 
•tl  o^^^iP^^'^'^S 
iiwi  * 

tf  01 719  *B/fi^  '-^^ns 
^i  01  tpg  ^f  ^n'^^img 

tl  01  719  ^-^  *1<M^ 

^101  719  ^P, 
•tl  01  T99  'pB. 
^'l  o(|  7^  { ■ 


9     •'»»vrw;|jjj 

ominadjag 
^  <p3donn9g 


<</.'  J9jnmai^e 


jaM 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


-4 


/n.  I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Google 


m^Cf 


Digitized  by 


Google 


oogle 


m^Cfr>. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


oogle 


